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PREFACE. 


<■» 


The  province  of  the  historian  is  to  gather  the  threads  of  the  past  ere  ihej  elude  forever  his 
grasp,  and  weave  them  into  a  harmonious  web,  to  which  the  art  preservative  maj  give  immortality. 
Therefore,  he  who  would  rescue  from  fast^gathering  oblivion  tlie  deeds  of  a  community  and  send 
tiiem  on  to  futurity  in  an  imperishable  record,  should  deliver  ''a  plain  unvarnished  tale," — 

**  Nothing  extenuate, 
Nor  set  down  aught  in  malice.'' 

In  such  a  spirit  have  tiie  compilers  of  the  following  pages  approached  the  work  of  detailing 
tlie  history  of  the  territory  embodied  herein,  and  trust  they  have  been  fairly  faithful  to  the  task 
imposed. 

It  has  been  tlieir  honest  endeavor  to  trace  the  history  of  the  development  of' this  section  from 
that  period  when  it  was  in  the  undisputed  possession  of  the  red  man  to  the  present,  and  to  place 
before  the  reader  an  authentic  narrative  of  its  rise  and  progress  to  the  prominent  position  it  now 
occupies  among  the  counties  of  New  England.  That  such  an  undertaking  is  attended  with  no 
little  difficulty  and  vexation  none  will  deny.  The  aged  pioneer  relates  events  of  the  early  settle- 
ments, while  his  neighbor  sketches  the  same  events  with  totally  different  outlines.  Man's  memory 
is  ever  at  fault,  while  time  paints  a  diffei*ent  picture  upon  every  mind.  With  these  the  historian 
has  to  contend,  and  while  it  has  been  our  aim  to  compile  an  accurate  history,  were  it  devoid  of  all 
inaccumcics,  that  {)erfection  would  have  been  attained  which  the  writer  had  not  the  faintest  con- 
ception of,  and  which  Lord  Macaulay  once  said  never  could  be  reached. 

From  colonial  and  other  documents  in  the  State  archives,  from  county,  town,  and  village 
records,  family  manuscripts,  printed  publications,  and  innumerable  private  sources  of  information, 
we  have  endeavored  to  produce  a  history  which  should  prove  accurate,  instructive,  and  in  every 
respect  worthy  of  the  county  represented.  How  well  we  have  succeeded  in  our  task,  a  generous 
public— jealous  of  its  reputation  and  honor,  of  its  traditions  and  memories,  of  its  defeats  and 
triumphs — must  now  be  the  judge. 

We  desire  to  acknowledge  our  thanks  to  the  editorial  fraternity  generally  for  much  valuable 
information  which  has  greatly  lessened  our  labor  in  the  preparation  of  this  work,  to  each  and 
every  one  who  has  assisted  us  in  the  compilation,  and  would  cheerfully  make  personal  mention 
of  eacli,  but  it  is  impracticable,  as  the  number  reaches  nearly  a  thousand. 

D.  H.  H. 

Fhiladslphia,  May  4,  1888.  •  iii 
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CHAPTER  I. 
QEOGRAPHIOAL  AND    DESCRIPTIVE. 

Bristol  Ck)nNTY  is  eituated  in  the  southern  sec- 
tion of  Massachnsetts,  its  centre  thirty-five  miles  from 
Boston,  and  two  hundred  miles  from  New  York.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Norfolk,  and  east  by  Ply- 
mouth Counties,  on  the  south  by  Rhode  Island  and 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  on  the  west  by  Rhode  Island. 
Its  area  is  about  six  hundred  square  miles.  It  was  in- 
corporated in  June,  1685,  bearing  the  name  of  its 
shire-town  until  1746,  when  Bristol,  Barrington,  Little 
Compton,  and  Warren  were  set  off  to  Rhode  Island 
by  a  new  division  line  drawn  between  the  two  States. 
In  1676  the  county  included  but  eleven  towns,  viz. : 
Attleborough,  Berkley,  Easton,  Dighton,  Dartmouth, 
FrcctoXvn,  Ray n ham,  Norton,  Rehoboth,  Swansea, 
and  Taunton,  aggregating  a  population  of  twenty- 
two  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-one.  Fall 
River,  New  Bedford,  Acushnet,  Fairhaven,  Mans- 
field, Somerset,  Seekonk,  and  Westport  had  not  been 
incorporated. 

Taunton  was  made  the  capital,  or  shire-town,  where 
all  courts  were  held  until  1828,  when  New  Bedford, 
having  become  an  important  seat  of  navigation,  with 
a  population  of  six  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  the  largest  town  in  the  county,  by  legislative  en- 
Actment  was  created  a  half-shire  town,  with  its  court- 
house and  other  county  appendages.  In  1860  another 
line  was  drawn,  severing  Pawjtucket  and  a  portion  of 
Seekonk  from  this  county,  adding  them  to  Rhode 
Island,  and  in  exchange  taking  a  portion  of  Tiverton 
to  Fall  River  from  that  State.  In  1877,  Fall  River 
havinggrown  into  an  important  manufacturing  border 
city  of  forty-six  thousand  inhabitants,  it  was  assigned 
by  legislative  grant  the  third  seat  of  justice  in  the 
county,  and  a  court- room  fitted  for  that  purpose. 

There  are  three  cities  and  sixteen  towns;  three 
senatorial  districts,  with  three  senators;  ten  repre- 
sentative districts,  with  eighteen  representatives  in 
the  Legislature  from  this  county.  The  population  in 
1776  was  26,700;  in  1790,  81,709;  in  1800,  88,880;  in 
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1810,  37,168;  in  1820,  40,908;  in  1880,  49,592;  in 
1840,  60,195;  in  1850,  76,192;  in  1860,  98,794;  in 
1870, 102,886 ;  and  in  1880, 189,040;  showing  a  gradual 
progressive  increase  for  a  hundred  years,  or  since  the 
Revolution.  The  valuation  (as  appears  by  State  De- 
partment records)  of  the  county  was  in  1800,  $284,- 
410.27;  in  1810,  $821,036.24;  in  1820,  $898,581;  in 
1830,  $11,346,916 ;  in  1840,  $19,493,685;  in  1850,  $89,- 
243,560 ;  in  1860,  $66,294,256 ;  in  1870.  $80,425,791 ; 
in  1880,  $100,029,138 ;  exhibiting  a  larger  relative  pro- 
portionate increase  in  wealth  than  in  population. 

The  southern  coast  of  the  county  is  indented  with 
numerous  streams,  inlets,  bays,  and  harbors,  affording 
great  facilities  for  navigation,  commercial  intercourse, 
fishing,  and  maritime  trade.  Several  rivers  flow 
through  the  county, — ^Taunton  River  being  the  prin- 
cipal, taking  its  rise  in  Norfolk,  flowing  through  the 
west  part  of  Plymouth,  draining  the  east  section  of 
this  county,  and  emptying  into  Mount  Hope  Bay, — 
furnish  motive-power,  co-operating  with  steam,  for 
the  extensive  manufacturing  interests,  especially  cot- 
ton, iron,  and  jewelry.  The  surface  of  the  territory 
is  diversified,  undulating,  rocky,  hilly,  but  generally 
level  in  the  northern  and  western  portion,  with  a 
sandy  and  clayey  soil,  not  very  productive,  but  in  the 
middle  and  southern  rather  prolific.  The  geological 
formation,  granite,  carboniferous,  feldspathic,  con- 
glomerate, etc.,  with  frequent  evidences  of  glacial 
visitations  in  past  ages,  from  the  numerous  boulders 
observed  in  the  central  section  of  the  country.  Bog- 
iron  ore  is  also  largely  developed  in  many  northern 
locations,  which  from  one  to  two  hundred  years  ago 
was  extensively  utilized  into  bar-iron  and  cooking 
utensils. 

The  Old  Colony  Railroad  threads  in  systemaUo  net- 
work nearly  all  the  cities  and  towns  of  Bristol  and 
adjoining  counties,  furnishing  accommodations  for 
freight  and  travel,  and  facilities  of  communication 
with  all  the  cities  and  localities  in  the  State,  and  the 
great  thoroughfares  north,  south,  east,  and  west  The 
Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  also  passes  through 
the  northwest  part  of  the  county. 

There  are  in  this  coanty,  according  to  the  last 
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census,  80,015  families  and  22,098  dwellings;  1025 
manufacturing  establishments;  number  of  persons 
employed,  84,068;  wages  paid  during  the  year,  $11,- 
125,200;  capital  invested,  $42,128,950;  amount  of 
stock  used,  $24,884,704;  value  of  products,  $46,127,- 
452.  Number  of  persons  employed  in  agriculture, 
5161;  farms,  2780;  value  of  farms,  $8,681,248;  value 
of  live-stock,  $759,892;  acres  of  tilled  and  meadow 
land,  97,222;  woodland,  77,480;  tons  of  hay  per  year, 
80,057 ;  bushels  of  potatoes,  248,256 ;  bushels  of  corn, 
117,294;  gallons  of  milk,  2,839,682;  pounds  of  butter, 
818,040;  cheese,  5584;  dozens  of  eggs,  846,624;  value 
of  annual  farm  products,  $1,554,456.  In  the  manu- 
facture of  cotton  goods  there  are  50  establishments 
and  19,278  persons  employed;  wages  paid,  $5,154,881; 
capital  invested,  $29,868,558;  stock  used,  $11,599,785; 
value  of  product,  $21,412,628.  In  cotton  and  woolen 
goods,  4  establish mepts  and  21  persons  employed; 
wages  paid,  $58,882;  capital  invested,  $8,966,885; 
stock  used,  $2,687,708 ;  value  of  producte,  $5,600,000. 
In  metals  and  metallic  goods,  224  establishments; 
persons  employed,  5849;  wages  paid,  $2,478,818;  cap- 
ital invested,  $5,070,921 ;  stock  used,  $4.252,932 ;  value 
of  product,  $8,621,697.  Machines  and  machinery,  81 
establishments,  1419  persons  employed;  wages  paid, 
$686,150;  capital  invested, $1,232,625;  stock,  $891,907 ; 
value  of  product,  $1,756,509.  In  lumber,  45  establish- 
ments, 158  persons  employed;  wages  paid,  $39,100; 
capital,  $147,200;  stock,  $71,037;  value  of  product, 
$158,480.  In  9  brick,  etc,  manufactories,  119  per- 
sons employed ;  wages  paid,  $!t8,274;  capital  invested, 
$105,100 ;  stock,  $14,095 ;  value  of  product,  $60,980. 
Carriages  and  wagons,  57  establishments,  133  per- 
sons employed ;  wages  paid,  $106,164 ;  capital,  $184,- 
750 ;  stock  used,  $135,516 ;  value  of  producte,  $323,151. 
Food  preparations,  68  establishmento;  persons  em- 
ployed, 885 ;  wages  paid,  $144,935 ;  capital,  $475,200 ; 
stock  used,  $1,715,215;  value  of  product,  $2,143,612. 
Printing  and  publishing,  22  establishmento,  213  per- 
sons employed;  wages  paid,  $95,446;  capital,  $172,- 
400 ;  stock  used,  $107,616 ;  value  of  product,  $274,300. 


CHAPTER   II. 


INDIAN  HISTORY.* 


That  distinguished  chieftain,  the  great  and  good 
Massasoit,  resided  at  Pokanoket,  that  subsequently 
became  the  township  of  Bristol,  now  in  the  State  of 
Bhode  Island,  but  which  until  1747  formed  a  part  of 
Bristol  County,  Mass.,  wherein  it  was  the  sh  i  re  or  county 
town  for  the  term  of  some  sixty-two  years.  What 
therefore  at  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  in  1620  was 
the  seat  of  empire  to  the  Indians  throughout  the 
widely  extended  domains  of  Massasoit  became  the 
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chief  seat  of  justice  to  those  European  settlemento  in- 
corporated in  1685  as  the  county  of  Bristol. 

Although  Bristol  Ck>unty  was  not  formed  or  incor- 
porated until  some  fifteen  years  after  the  death  of 
Massasoit,  English  settlemento  had  been  commenced 
within  what  subsequently  became  ito  limito  nearly  or 
quite  twenty-five  years  before  his  decease,  and  he 
lived  to  see  two  of  these,  viz.,  Taunton  and  Rehoboth,  * 
incorporated  as  towns.  Wamsutta,  as  chief  ruler  of 
the  Indians,  succeeded  his  father,  Massasoit,  at  the 
death  of  the  latter  in  or  about  the  year  1662,  and  the 
brief  reign  of  Wamsutta  ending  within  one  year  from 
ito  commencement,  he  was  in  turn  succeeded  by  his 
younger  brother  Pometacom,  commonly  known  aa 
King  Philip,  whose  reign  continued  about  fourteen 
years,  during  which  time  two  other  English  settle- 
mento, viz.,  Dartmouth  and  Swansea,  were  incorpor- 
ated as  towns.  The  first  or  earliest  communication  of 
white  men  with  the  Indian  inhabitanto  of  that  section 
of  country,  subsequently  incorporated  as  the  county 
of  Bristol,  probably  occurred  in  the  month  of  May, 
1619,  when  Capt.  Dermer  came  in  a  vessel  to  Patuxet, 
now  Plymouth,  where,  from  the  assistance  rendered 
him  by  an  Indian  named  Squanto,  he  was  enabled  to 
communicate  with  the  Indian  chieftain  Massasoit, 
whose  principal  place  of  residence  was  then,  as  after- 
wards, at  Pokanoket,  or  Mount  Hopb. 

Capt.  Dermer,  in  a  letter  dated  Dec.  27,  1619,  thua 
described  the  event :  "  I  traveled  along  a  day's  jour- 
ney to  a  place  called  Nammastaquet,  where,  finding 
inhabitanto,  I  dispatched  a  messenger  a  day's  journey 
farther  west  to  Pocanokit,  which  bordereth  on  the 
sea,  whence  came  to  see  me  two  kings,  attended  with 
a  guard  of  fifty  armed  men,  who,  being  well  satisfied 
with  that  my  savage  and  I  discoursed  unto  them,, 
gave  me  content  in  whatever  I  demanded,  where  I 
found  that  former  relations  were  true.  Ucre  I  re- 
deemed a  Frenchman."  The  Nammastaquet  here 
named  was  doubtless  Nemasket,  now  Middleborough, 
and  the  two  kings  who  met  Capt.  Dermer  were  prob- 
ably Massasoit  and  his  brother  Quadequina. 

The  first  visit  of  white  men  to  the  locality,  now 
Bristol  County,  probably  occurred  in  June  or  July, 
1621,  when  Massasoit,  at  his  home  in  Pokanoket,  was 
sought  out  and  visited  by  Edward  Wiuslow  and  Ste- 
phen Hopkins,  accompanied  by  the  Indian  Squanto, 
who  acted  as  their  interpreter.  During  the  lifetime 
and  reign  of  Massasoit  his  sub-chiefs  appear  to  have 
been  culled  or  ranked  as  captains,  though  sometimes 
sachems,  among  whom  was  Caunbitant,  whose  resi- 
dence was  at  a  place  then  called  Mettapoiact,  now 
known  as  Oardner's  Neck,  in  Swansea;  and  at  the 
visit  Mr.  Winslow  made  to  Massasoit,  in  March,  1G23^ 
on  coming  to  the  ferry,  in  Cuunbitunt's  country,  wa.s 
informed  that  Massasoit  was  dead,  which  ciuised  the 
Governor  and  his  attendants  to  feci  considenihlo  un- 
easiness, lest  Caunbitant,  who  hud  been  one  of  Mas- 
sasoit's  most  renowned  captains,  should  become  hid 
immediate  successor  as  chief  sachem  or  king.    Thia 
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uneasiness  and  fear  arising  from  the  fact  tliat  not 
long  before  Caunbitant,  being  at  Nemaskct,  com- 
menced a  murderous  attack  upon  the  Indian  Squanto, 
who  appears  to  have  barely  escaped  death  at  his 
hands ;  and  the  Plymouthians  had  lost  no  time  in  send- 
ing out  fourteen  soldiers,  under  Capt.  Miles  Stand ish, 
which  force  so  harassed  Caunbitant  that  he,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1621,  had  felt  compelled  to  go  to  Plymouth 
and  submit  to  certain  demands,  and  signing  at  the 
same  time  a  treaty  of  amity  and  peace. 

The  English  still  considered  Caunbitant  as  being, 
at  heart,  their  enemy,  and  that  he  was  only  waiting  a 
convenient  opportunity  to  make  it  known ;  and  the 
Governor  and  his  attendants  feared  that  convenient 
opportunity  had  now  arrived.  Said  Mr.  Winslow, 
concerning  Caunbitant,  "  Although  he  were  but  a 
hollow-hearted  friend  toward  us,  I  thought  no  time 
so  fit  as  this  to  enter  into  more  friendly  terms  with 
him  and  the  rest  of  the  sachems  thereabout;  hoping, 
through  the  blessing  of  God,  it  would  be  a  means  in 
that  unsettled  state  to  settle  their  affections  towards 
us ;  and  though  it  were  somewhat  dangerous  in  re- 
spect of  our  personal  safety,  because  myself  and 
Hobbamock  had  been  employed  upon  a  service 
against  him,  which  he  might  fitly  revenge,  yet  esteem- 
ing it  the  best  means,  leaving  the  event  to  God  in  his 
mercy,  I  resolved  to  put  it  in  practice  if  Master 
Hamden  and  Hobbamock  durst  attempt  it  with  me, 
whom  I  found  willing  to  that  or  any  other  course  that 
might  tend  to  the  general  good.  So  we  went  towards 
Mattapuyst,  and  went  to  the  sachem's  comaco,  for  so 
they  called  the  sachem's  place,  though  they  call  an 
ordinary  house  wites;  but  Caunbitant,  the  sachem, 
was  not  at  home,  but  at  Puckanokick,  which  was  some 
five  or  six  miles  off.  The  squa-sachem,  for  so  they 
call  the  sachem's  wife,  gave  us  friendly  entertainment. 
Here  we  inquired  again  concerning  Massasowat ;  they 
thought  him  dead,  but  knew  no  certainty.  Where- 
upon I  hired  one  to  go  with  all  expedition  to  Puck- 
anockit,  that  we  might  know  the  certainty  thereof, 
and  withal  to  acquaint  Conbatant  with  our  there 
being.  About  half  an  hour  before  the  sun  setting 
the  messenger  returned  and  told  us  that  he  was  not 
dead." 

When  Mr.  Winslow  and  his  friends  were  returning 
from  Pokanoket,  at  the  earnest  request  of  Caunbitant, 
who  accompanied  them,  they  stopped  and  stayed  one 
night  at  his  house,  in  what  is  now  Swansea ;  and  Mr. 
Winslow  informs  that  they  never  received  better 
entertainment  from  any  Indians  than  they  then  had 
from  Caunbitant.  What  became  of  Caunbitant  is 
unknown.  That  section  of  country  now  Little  Comp- 
ton  was  formerly  known  as  Seaconnet,  or  Seconet,  and 
here  the  Indians  for  a  time  were  under  the  direction 
of  a  woman  named  Awashuncks,  who  was  usually 
known  as  the  squaw-sachem  of  Seaconnet.  She  was 
wife  of  an  Indian  named  Tolony,  and  she  was  mother 
of  a  son  named  William  Mommynewit,  who,  being 
sent  to  school,  learned  the  Latin  language,  and  was 


intended  for  college,  but  prevented,  being  seized  with 
the  palsy.  She  had  another  and  older  son  named 
Peter.  Awashuncks  first  came  prominently- into  no- 
tice in  1671,  when  the  colony  of  Plymouth  planned  a 
warlike  expedition  against  her,  proposing  to  send  a 
force  of  one  hundred  and  two  men,  that  were  to  as- 
semble for  that  purpose  at  or  near  what  is  now  Asso- 
net  Four  Corners,  •in  Freetown,  on  the  8th  day  of 
August,  1671 ;  but  the  war  was  prevented  by  articles 
of  agreement  signed  by  her  July  24, 1Q71.   ' 

She  comes  again  prominently  into  notice  in  the 
spring  of  1675,  when  King  Philip  sent  messengers  to 
engage  her  and  her  people  to  unite  with  him  in  the 
great  and  bloody  conflict,  still  known  as  "King 
Philip's  war."  Those  messengers  consisted  of  six 
Pokanoket  Indians,  who,  having  their  faces  painted 
and  hair  so  cut  as  to  represent  a  cock's  comb,  with 
powder-horns  and  shot-bags,  made  an  imposing  ap- 
pearance, and  influenced  Awashuncks  so  as  to  induce 
her  to  call  the  principal  of  her  people  together  to  a 
great  dance.  Capt.  Church,  the  soon  afler  renowned 
Indian  hunter,  had  then  recently  settled  in  her  neigh- 
borhood, and,  singularly  enough,  Church  was  among 
the  guests  bidden  to  the  dance.  Taking  with  him  an 
interpreter,  Church  repaired  to  the  place,  where  he 
said  that  he  found  hundreds  of  Indians,  and  Awa- 
shuncks, in  a  foaming  sweat,  leading  the  dance. 
Church's  arrival  being  announced  to  her,  she  stopped 
short,  sat  down,  called  her  chief  men  into  her  presence,' 
and  then  called  Church,  to  whom  she  communicated 
a  message  that  she  had  received  from  King  Philip. 
Church  advised  her  not  to  accede  to  his  request; 
whereupon  she  called  in  the  six  Pokanoket  Indians. 
Church  then  told  Awashuncks  that  if  Philip  was  re- 
solved on  war  her  best  way  would  be  to  kill  the  six 
Pokanoket  Indians  and  place  herself  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  English.  At  this  advice  the  Pokano- 
kets  became  silent,  but  two  of  Awashuncks'  men  that 
had  recently  been  to  Mount  Hope,  and  were  very 
favorably  inclined  to  the  proposed  measures  of  King 
Philip,  expressed  themselves  with  great  indignation 
at  the  rash  advice  of  Church,  and  one  of  Awashuncks' 
council,  called  "  Little  Eyes,"  was  so  enraged  that  he 
would  have  put  Church  to  death  had  he  not  been 
prevented.  Awashuncks  agreed  to  join  herself  and 
people  with  the  English,  instead  of  the  Indians, 
placing  herself  under  the  protection  of  the  former. 
She  sent  two  of  her  men  to  guard  Church  back  to  his 
house,  and  desired  him  to  go  to  Plymouth  and  com- 
municate her  decision,  which  he  did  on  the  7th  of 
June,  1675 ;  and  had  the  Plymouth  colony  govern- 
ment taken  immediate  measures  to  protect  Awar 
shuncks,  doubtless  she,  and  at  least  most  of  Jier 
people,  in  the  war  that  immediately  ensued,  would 
have  joined  with  the  English  instead  of  the  Indians ; 
but  neglecting  to  communicate  with  Awashuncks, 
she  was  soon  afler  compelled  to  join  with  Philip,  and 
thus  continued  to  act  for  nearly  a  year. 

About  the  middle  of  May,  1676,  Capt  Church 
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found  means  to  communicate  with  Awaahuncks,  who 
agreed  to  serve  the  English  during  the  remainder  of 
the  war.  Quite  a  number  of  her  warriors  then  en- 
tered the  service  under  Capt,  Church,  and  she,  with 
the  non-combatants  of  her  tribe,  were,  for  the  time 
being,  ordered  to  take  up  their  residence  in  the  town 
of  Sandwich.  Peter,  a  son  of  Awashuncks,  was  her 
chief  captain  in  King  Philip's  .war,  and  when,  in 
1676,  Awashuncks  re-engaged  herself  to  the  English, 
Peter,  her  son  and  chief  captain,  addressing  Mr. 
Church,  said,  "Sir,  if  you  will  please  accept  of  me 
and  my  men,  and  will  head  us,  we  will  fight  for  you, 
and  will  help  you  to  Philip's  head  before  the  Indian 
corn  be  ripe."  These  peace  measures  saved  the  Se- 
conet  Indians  from  total  destruction,  so  that  some 
twenty-five  years  later  one  hundred  men  of  the  Se- 
conet  tribe  were  still  alive,  and  the  General  Court 
of  Massachusetts  appointed  an  Indian,  named  Num- 
paus,  to  be  their  captain.  He  lived  to  be  an  old  man, 
and  died  in  or  about  the  year  1748.  Not  far  from  the 
year  1700  they  erected  a  meeting-house,  in  which  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Billings  preached  to  them  one  Sunday  in 
each  month,  and  besides  which  they  enjoyed  the 
ministrations  of  an  Indian  preacher  named  John 
Simon.  A  large  part  of  the  remnant  of  the  tribe 
were  swept  away  by  a  fever  that  prevailed  in  or  about 
the  year  1750,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  present 
century  not  more  than  ten  families  remained. 

The  Indian  Seconet,  afterwards  a  part  of  the  town- 
ship of  Little  Compton,  formed  a  part  of  Bristol 
County  until  1747,  when  it  was  set  off*,  and  has  since 
been  in  the  government  of  Rhode  Island. 

Adjacent  to  the  Seconet  tribe  were  the  Pocasset 
Indians,  their  former  home  being  in  what  afterwards 
became  the  township  of  Tiverton,  that  until  1747  was 
in  Bristol  County,  but  then  set  ofi*  to  Rhode  Island. 
The  Pocasset  Indians  were  probably  more  numerous 
and  powerful  than  those  at  Seconet,  and  were  the 
subjects  of  1^  squaw-sachem  named  Weetamoo,  who 
had  formerly  been  tlie  wife  of  Wamsutta,  older 
brother  of  King  Philip,  and  sister  to  Wootouekanuske, 
King  Philip's  wife.  Thus  connected  to  or  with  the 
royal  family,  one  would  have  supposed  that  Weetamoo 
would  have  been  among  the  first  and  foremost  to  have 
espoused  the  cause  of  King  Philip,  her  former  hus- 
band's brother  and  her  sister's  husband,  but  still  the 
evidence  is  quite  conclusive  that  this  was  not  the 
case;  but,  instead,  that  she  demurred,  and  would 
have  kept  herself  and  those  over  whom  she  ruled 
entirely  out  of  the  conflict  if  she  could. 

Wamsutta,  as  before  remarked,  died  in  1662,  and 
Weetamoo,  thus  left  a  widow  at  some  time  before  1675, 
became  the  wife  of  an  Indian  named  Pentonowowett, 
whom  the  English  called  Ben,  and  Church's  history 
speaks  of  as  Peter  Nunuit. 

Weetamoo,  who  was  sometimes  called  Nanumpum, 
and  also  Tatapanum,  became  the  wife  of  Wamsutta, 
oldest  son  of  Massasoit,  in  or  before  1658,  and  during 
the  brief  reign  of  Wamsutta  in  1662,  Weetamoo  must 


have  been  queen  of  the  Wampanoag  nation.  At  the 
death  of  Wamsutta  in  1662,  his  brother  came  to  the 
throne,  when  Weetamoo  as  queen  was  succeeded  by 
her  sister  Wootonekanuske,  two  brothers  having  mar- 
ried these  sisters,  and  the  ex-queen  thenceforth  is 
mentioned  in  history  only  as  "squaw-sachem  of  Po- 
casset." At  the  commencement  of  King  Philip's  war 
(in  1675)  the  Pocasset  Indians  were  so  numerous  that 
Weetamoo's  armed  men  able  to  go  out  upon  the  war- 
path were  .supposed  to  number  three  hundred,  and 
her  lands  at  Pocasset  were  deemed  to  be  of  great 
value.  She  had,  as  before  remarked,  in  her  widow- 
hood become  the  wife  of  an  Indian  named  Petonowo- 
wett,  who  could  not  by  King  Philip  be  induced  to 
join  with  him  in  the  war,  but  aided  the  English  in 
that  conflict. 

When  Capt.  Benjamin  Church  was  on  his  way  to  Ply- 
mouth, carrying  the  message  of  Awashuncks,  squaw- 
sachem  of  Seconet,  passing  through  Pocasset,  now 
Tivertbn,  he  met  Petonowowett,  the  husband  of  Wee- 
tamoo, who  had  just  come  to  shore  from  Mount  Hope, 
and  unreservedly  told  Church  that  there  certainly 
would  be  war,  that  King  Philip  had  held  a  war-dance 
and  entertained  young  Indian  warriors  from  all  parts 
of  the  country,  and  had  promised  them  that  they 
might  on  the  next  Sunday,  when  the  English  had 
gone  to  meeting,  plunder  their  houses  and  kill  their 
cattle. 

Petonowowett  invited  Church  to  visit  his  wife  Wee- 
tamoo in  their  camp  on  a  hill  not  far  distant,  and  near 
what  is  now  known  as  Rowland  Ferry  bridge. 

Church  accepted  the  invitation,  and  repaired  to  the 
Indian  camp,  where  he  found  Weetamoo  in  a  melan- 
choly mood,  her  warriors  having  left  her  and  gone  to 
Philip's  war-dance,  which  act  of  theirs,  she  declared, 
was  much  against  her  will. 

Circumstances  are  said  to  make  men,  and  why  may 
not  circumstances  control  women  ?  Weetamoo  evi- 
dently preferred  peace,  and  could  she  have  controlled 
her  warriors,  although  she  could  not  have  had  peace, 
she  could,  doubtless,  by  joining  with  the  English,  have 
saved  herself  and  them  from  the  almost  total  anni- 
hilation which  now  awaited  them ;  but,  as  a  choice  of 
evils,  doubtless  she  accepted  that  she  was  least  able 
to  resist  by  joining  herself  and  her  fortunes  with  King 
Philip,  although  this  act  forever  separated  her  from 
her  husband,  who  adhered  to  and  assisted  the  Eng- 
lish in  the  war  just  then  commencing,  and  for  his 
services  therein  was  by  his  employers  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  those  Indians  that  after  the  war  were 
permitted  to  reside  between  Sipecan  and  Dartmouth. 
And  thus  it  was  that  in  people's  minds  she  came  to  be 
chargeable  "  next  unto  Philip  in  respect  of  the  mis- 
chief done." 

After  separating  from  Petonowowett  Weetamoo  be- 
came the  wife  of  Quinapin,  an  Indian  of  the  Narra- 
gansett  tribe,  second  in  command  in  the  great  swamp 
fight,  in  what  is  now  Kingston,  R.  I.,  Dec.  19,  1675. 
Quinapin  was  captured  in  1676,  taken  to  Newport^ 
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B.  I.,  and  shot,  and  Weetamoo,  the  wife,  fled  to  the 
Niantic  conntry,  or  what  is  now  Westerly,  R.  L, 
where,  being  pursued,  she  returned  to  Mettapoisett, 
now  Gardiner's  Neck,  in  Swansea,  where  she  was  be- 
trayed by  a  deserter  from  her  camp,  and  a  force  from 
Taunton  was  thus  enabled  to  capture  all  her  followern; 
but  Weetamoo,  with  a  resolution  equal  to  the  dis- 
tressing circumstances,  attempted  to  escape  upon  a 
hastily-constructed  raft  of  broken  pieces  of  wood  that 
perished  or  sunk  under  her,  when,  as  the  last  des- 
perate resort,  she  doubtless  attempted  to  swim,  as  her 
naked  corpse  drifted  ashore,  and  was  soon  after  found 
on  the  beach  of  Gardiner's  Neck,  in  Swansea. 

That  greatest  and  most  bloody  of  New  England 
conflicts,  although  waged  in  several  different  colo- 
nies, had  its  commencement  and  ending  within  the 
limits  of  what  became  Bristol  County,  Mass. 

On  Sunday,  the  20th  of  June,  1675,  open  hostilities 
were  commenced  by  the  Indians  in  the  town  of 
Swansea  by  plundering  the  houses  of  English  inhab- 
itants while  the  latter  were  absent  at  meeting.  On 
that  day  seven  or  eight  of  King  Philip's  Indians  went 
to  the  house  of  an  inhabitant  of  Swansea,  whom  they 
found  at  home,  and  requested  the  privilege  to  grind 
a  hatchet,  which  was  objected  to  on  the  part  of  the 
Englishman,  who  told  the  Indians  that  it  was  the 
Sabbath,  and  God  would  be  very  angry  if  he  per- 
mitted them  to  grind  the  hatchet  that  day,  to  which 
they  are  said  to  have  returned  the  answer  that  they 
knew  not  who  his  God  was,  and  that  they  would 
grind  the  hatchet  for  all  him  or  his  God  either.  The 
same  day  these  Indians  meeting  an  Englishman  upon 
the  road  told  him  to  do  no  work  on  his  God's  day, 
and  that  be  should  tell  no  lies,  and  then  suffered  him 
quietly  to  pass  on. 

Four  days  later,  as  the  English  were  returning 
from  religious  worship,  they  were  fired  upon  by  the 
Indians,  killing  one  and  wounding  two  others,  and 
two  men  sent  for  a  surgeon  were  overtaken  by  the 
Indians  and  slain.  Two  men  in  another  part  of 
Swansea  were  that  day  slain  by  the  Indians  and 
scalped,  and  thus  upon  the  24th  of  June,  1676,  were 
five  of  the  English  Inhabitants  of  Swansea  killed 
outright  and  two  wounded,  and  an  Englishman  slain 
at  what  is  now  Falls  River.  The  first  succor  that  the 
English  at  Swansea  received  was  from  a  company  of 
seventeen  mounted  men  from  Bridgewater,  who  left 
their  homes  on  the  21st  of  June  and  arrived  at  a 
fortified  house  at  Mettapoisett,  now  Gardiner's  Neck, 
in  Swansea,  the  next  day. 

These  Bridgewater  troops  were  quartered  at  the 
house  of  a  man  named  Bourne,  where  were  also  col- 
lected seventy  of  the  English  people,  viz.,  sixteen 
men  and  fifty-four  women  and  children,  whom  they 
defended  till  reinforced,  when  the  house  was  aban- 
doned, and  the  non-combatants  for  greater  safety 
were  transported  to  the  island  of  Rhode  Island.  Great 
was  the  alarm  throughout  the  several  colonies,  and 
on  the  26th  of  June  several  companies  of  soldiers  left 


Boston  for  the  seat  of  war,  where  they  arrived  a  little 
before  night  on  the  28th. 

Plymouth  Colony  troops  had  been  ordered  to  ren- 
dezvous at  Taunton  preparatory  to  uniting  with  those 
from  Boston,  where,  although  so  far  from  the  chief 
seat  of  war,  they  were  severely  harassed  by  the  In- 
dians, and  Lieut.  John  Freeman,  in  a  letter  dated  at 
Taunton,  said,  "  This  morning  three  of  our  men  are 
slain  close. by  one  of  our  courts  of  guard,  houses  are 
burned  in  our  sight,  our  men  are  picked  off  at  every 
bush.  The  design  of  the  enemy  is  not  to  face  the 
army,  but  to  fall  on  us  as  they  have  advantage."' 

Among  the  houses  that  Lieut  Freeman  said  were 
burned  in  their  sight  at  Taunton  was  probably  that 
of  John  Tisdale,  that  the  Indians  destroyed*  by  fire 
June  27, 1676,  also  slaying  Tisdale  and  taking  his  gun, 
that  was  retaken  at  Rehoboth,  Aug.  1,  1676,  being 
found  with  the  body  of  an  Indian  there  slain. 

The  forces  assembled  at  Swansea  consisted  of  a  com- 
pany of  infantry  under  Capt.  Daniel  Henchman,  and 
a  company  of  hastily  collected  volunteers,  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  in  number,  under  Capt.  Samuel  Moseley, 
and  a  company  of  mounted  men  under  Capt.  Thomas 
Prentice.  These  three  companies  being  furnished  by 
the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  added  to  which  was 
a  company  from  Plymouth  Colony  under  Capt.  James 
Cudworth,  of  Scituate. 

The  house  of  the  Rev.  John  Myles,  a  Baptist  clergy- 
man, that  stood  near  a  bridge  in  what  is  now  called 
Barney  ville,  was  so  strengthened  as  to  resist  attack, 
and  here  the  combined  forces  of  Massachusetts  and 
Plymouth  Colonies  were  assembled  and  placed  under 
the  command  of  the  ranking  officer,  Capt.  James  Cud- 
worth,  who  for  the  time  being  became  commander- 
in-chief. 

Flushed  with  their  successes  thus  far  the  Indians 
became  encouraged,  and  seemed  to  lurk  almost  every- 
where, shooting  at  all  passengers,  and  killing  many 
who  ventured  abroad,  venturing  so  near  the  gar- 
risoned house  as  to  shoot  down  two  of  the  sentinels. 

A  detachment  of  the  cavalry  of  Capt  Prentioei 
under  the  command  of  Quartermasters  Gill  and 
Belcher,  accompanied  by  Benjamin  Church,  was  sent 
forward,  but  were  no  sooner  over  Myle's  Bridge  than 
fired  upon  from  an  ambuscade,  when  William  Ham- 
mond the  pilot,  who  was  probably  a  rteident  of 
Swansea,  was  killed.  Belcher's  horse  shot  under  him, 
and  both  himself  and  Mr.  Gill  wounded,  which  so 
surprised  and  terrified  the  troopers  that  they  became 
panic-stricken,  wheeled  their  horses,  and  fled  in  the 
utmost  disorder,  regardless  alike  of  the  threats  and 
entreaties  of  their  officers,  and  but  for  Gill  and  Church 
the  dead  body  of  Hammond  would  have  been  lefl  in 
the  possession  of  the  enemy. 

June  29,  1676.  The  Indians  appeared  boldly  in 
view,  and  by  their  shouts  and  yells  seemed  to  chal- 
lenge the  English  to  come  out  and  fight  Capt 
Moseley  with  his  company  rushed  Airiously  upon 
them,  when  the  Indians  immediately  fled  to  their 
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coverts,  there  making  a  momentary  stand,  where, 
being  fired  upon,  they  again  fled.  Capt.  Moseley  pur- 
iiued  about,  a  mile,  slaying  five  or  six  Indians  and  sus- 
taining no  loss  on  his  own  part  save  the  wounding  of 
his  ensign,  Mr.  Savage,  who  received  a  musket-ball 
in  his  thigh  and  a  bullet  passed  through  his  hat,  and 
even  this,  some  authorities  state,  was  by  mistake,  and 
that  he  was  fired  upon  by  one  of  his  own  company. 
Capt  Moseley  pushed  on,  and  at  Eeek-a-muit  his  sol- 
diers found  the  heads  of  eight  Englishmen  slain  by 
the  Indians  set  on  poles.  These  heads  they  took  down 
and  buried. 

The  English  now  traversed  Mount  Hope  Neck, 
found  King  Philip's  deserted  wigwam,  but  himself 
and  nearly  all  his  followers  had  fied,  and  with  their 
wives  and  children,  bag  and  baggage,  had  gone,  made 
a  good  and  successfhl  retreat,  and  taken  all  their 
canoes  with  them. 

King  Philip  had  outwitted  his  pursuers,  got  off  with 
little  or  no  loss  of  his  men,  made  a  change  of  base, 
gained  a  more  defensive  position,  and  by  going  over 
to  Pocasset,  as  he  had  done,  was  enabled  to  enforce 
the  squaw-sachems  Weetamoo  and  Awashuncks  to 
join  him  with  their  warriors;  in  fact,  he  had  out- 
flanked his  foes  and  commenced  to  deal  death  and 
destruction  to  those  who  thought  themselves  safe  in 
the  rear  of  the  English  army,  and  the  frontier  town 
of  Swansea  was  at  that  moment  the  safest  locality  in 
Plymouth  Colony. 

Capt.  Church  very  justly  said,  "  The  enemy  were 
not  really  beaten  out  of  Mount  Hope  Neck,  Uiougli 
it  was  true  they  fled  from  thence,  yet  it  was  before 
any  pursued  them.  It  was  only  to  strengthen  them- 
selves and  to  gain  a  more  advantageous  post.  How- 
ever, some  and  not  a  few  pleased  themselves  with  the 
fancy  of  a  mighty  conquest.  A  grand  council  was 
held  and  a  resolve  passed  to  build  a  fort  there  to  main- 
tain the  first  ground  they  had  gained  by  the  Indians 
leaving  it  to  them,  and,  to  speak  ihjd  truth,  it  must  be 
said  that  as  they  gained  not  that  field  by  their  sword 
nor  by  their  bow,  so  it  was  rather  their  fear  than  their 
courage  that  obliged  them  to  set  up  the  marks  of  their 
conquests."  Church  further  said  that  he  looked  upon 
this  act  of  remaining  and  building  the  fort  and  talked 
of  it  with  contempt,  arid  urged  hard  the  pursuing  of 
the  enemy  on  the  Pocasset  side. 

Meanwhile  there  arrived  from  Boston  at  Swansea  a 
reinforcement  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  under 
Maj.  Thomas  Savage.  • 

June  30th,  Capt.  Prentice,  with  his  troop,  for  more 
convenient  quarters,  went  to  lodge  at  Rehoboth,  and 
as  they  were  returning  on  the  morning  of  July  Ist 
came  upon  a  company  of  Indians  burning  a  house, 
but  taking  advantage  of  the  fences,  over  which  the 
horses  could  not  go,  the  Indians  escaped  to  a  swamp. 
Capt.  Prentice's  lieutenant,  Mr.  Oaks,  with  a  part  of 
the  troopers,  discovered  another  body  of  Indians,  that 
they  pursued  on  an  open  plain,  overtook,  and  slew 
four  or  five  of  them,  pue  of  whom  was  Peebe  or  Phebe, 


who  was  one  of  the  counselors  of  King  Philip.  In 
this  action  John  Druce,  one  of  the  troopers,  received 
a  wound  in  the  bowels,  of  which  he  died. 

King  Philip  in  the  mean  time  was  laying  waste  the 
English  settlements  in  what  afterwards  became  the 
towns  of  Little  Compton,  Tiverton,  Dartmouth,  Free- 
town, Fall  River,  New  Bedford,  Westport,  Fairhaven, 
and  Acushnet,  and  frightening  the  English  inhabit- 
ants out  of  what  is  now  Berkley  and  Middleborough. 

Benjamin  Church  finally  succeeded  in  persuading 
the  commander  at  Myles'  garrison,  in  Swansea,  to  send 
under  Capt.  Fuller  a  company  of  thirty-six  men  to 
Pocasset,  in  hope  to  get  an  opportunity  to  treat  with 
the  Pocasset  and  Seconet  Indians,  which  force  soon 
after  arriving  divided,  one  part  starting  off  under 
Capt.  Fuller  and  the  other  under  Church. 

Fuller  encountered  Indians,  and  two  of  his  men 
were  wounded,  and  all  so  hard  pressed  as  to  be  obliged 
to  seek  shelter  in  a  deserted  house,  from  which  they 
escaped  to  a  vessel. 

Church  and  his  party  were  also  pursued,  and  driven 
on  board  Capt.  Goulding's  vessel,  and  thus  barely 
escaped.  This  was  on  the  8th  of  July,  1675.  The 
Indians  were  so  well  supplied  with  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion that  they  put  many  bullet- holes  into  the  stern  of 
Goulding's  vessel  and  through  his  sails  as  he  was  taking 
off  Church  and  his  men. 

Soon  after  a  detachment  of  soldiers  was  put  on 
board  a  sloop  and  sent  to  the  Quequechan  (now  Fall 
River),  there  disembarked  and  marched  into  Weeta- 
mo's  country,  overtook  and  killed  one  Indian  and 
alarmed  many  more  that  succeeded  in  escaping  to 
a  swamp;  but  as  soon  as  the  English  were  ordered 
back  those  who  had  been  pursued  in  turn  became 
pursuers,  and  chased  the  English  back  to  the  sloop 
and  wounded  two  soldiers.  They  returned  the  next 
day  to  the  camp  in  Swansea. 

July  18,  1675,  an  expedition  was  sent  against  Philip 
in  his  camp  in  a  Pocasset  swamp,  now  Tiverton.  The 
English  forces,  arriving  late  in  the  afternoon,  discov- 
ered a  few  Indians  on  the  edge  of  the  swamp,  on 
whom  they  rushed  with  ardor,  the  Indians  meanwhile 
gradually  retreating,  and  thus  drawing  their  pursuers 
into  an  ambuscade,  by  which,  when  fired  upon,  fif- 
teen of  the  English  were  shot  down,  and  were  soon 
ordered  to  fall  back  and  give  up  the  pursuit.  One 
hundred  wigwams,  newly  constructed  of  green  bark, 
were  found  near  the  edge  of  the  swamp.  The  loss  in 
that  fight  sustained  by  the  Indians  was  probably  very 
small  when  compared  with  that  of  the  white  men, 
and  the  latter,  inHtead  of  renewing  the  contest  the 
next  day,  fortified  themselves  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
swamp,  and  there  remained  in  the  hope  of  starving 
the  Indians  into  submission,  and  extorting  from  King 
Philip  terms  of  capitulation,  neither  of  which  they 
were  able  to  accomplish,  as  about  the  last  of  that 
month  Philip  and  his  iullowers  one  night  suddenly 
decamped,  and  in  canoes  unpursued  reached  the  other 
shore  in  safety  en  route  for  the  Nipensic  country,  now 
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in  the  county  of  Worcester.  King  Philip,  with  his 
forces,  would  have  got  off  not  only  unperceived  but 
unlinrmed  but  for  the  Rev.  Noah  Newman,  of  Reho- 
both,  who,  as  the  Indians  were  passing  through  tliat 
town  (Aug.  1, 1675),  brought  out  the  **  home  guards,*' 
who,  with  Oneko  and  some  Mohcgan  and  Natic 
Indians,  did  some  spoil  upon  King  Philip,  slaying 
one  of  his  chief  men  called  Nimrod.  Oneko  was  the 
son  of  Uncas,  and  had  been  to  Boston,  where  he  had 
engaged  to  fight  for  the  English,  and  being  with  some 
Mohegan  and  Natic  Indians  en  ronU  for  Swansea, 
happened  to  be  in  Rehoboth  just  as  King  Philip  was 
passing  through. 

On  Sunday,  March  26,  1676,  was  fought  near 
Pawtucket,  but  within  the  original  limits  of  Bristol 
County,  a  sanguinary  battle  between  the  English 
under  Capt.  Michael  Peirce,  of  Scituate,  and  the 
Indians  led  by  the  chieflain  Canonchet.  Capt. 
Peirce  and  nearly  all  his  command  were  slain,  and  the 
loss  of  the  Indians  even  exceeded  that  of  the  English. 

Tuesday,  March  28,  1676,  the  Indians  burned  at 
Rehoboth  (afterward  Seekonk),  forty-five  dwelling- 
houses,  twenty-one  bams,  two  grist-mills,  and  one 
saw-mill,  and  slew  an  Irishman  named  Robert  Beers. 
King  Philip  is  said  to  have  been  present  at  the  burn- 
ing of  Rehoboth,  and  the  frame-work  of  an  ancient 
chair  is  still  preserved  in  which  tradition  saith  he  sat  to 
witness  the  conflagration. 

April  9, 1676,  Canonchet  was  captured  in  or  near 
Pawtucket 

April  27, 1676,  Woodcock's  fortified  house,  in  what 
was  then  Rehoboth,  now  Attleborough,  suffered  an 
Indian  attack;  Nathaniel  Woodcock  and  another 
Englishman  slain,  John  Woodcock  wounded,  and 
Nathaniel  Woodcook's  house  burned. 

Some  time  in  May,  1676,  four  Taunton  men  were 
slain  by  the  Indians,  viz.,  Sergt.  James  Philips,  James 
Bell,  Henry  Andrews,  and  Edward  Babbitt.  Thus 
were  left  thirty-two  fatherless  children. 

May  24,  1676,  Capt.  Thomas  Brattle,  of  Boston, 
with  a  company  of  about  fifty  mounted  men,  being 
joined  by  a  body  of  infantry,  marched  to  the  Paw- 
tucket Fallsj  where,  arriving  on  the  easterly  side  of 
the  river,  the  Indians  were  discovered  on  the  opposite 
bank  of  the  stream. 

Leaving  the  in&ntry  at  the  falls,  the  cavalry  pro- 
ceeded up  the  river  to  a  fording-place,  crossed  over, 
proceeded  down  on  the  other  side,  making  a  sudden 
attack  upon  the  Indians,  killing  several  of  them  and 
capturing  an  Indian  boy,  taking  two  horses,  several 
guns,  and  some  ammunition.  Lieut.  Jacob  Elliot,  of 
the  cavalry,  was  wounded  in  the  hand,  and  one  cav- 
alry soldier  killed. 

The  Indians  first  attempted  to  retreat  through  the 
river,  but  discovering  the  infantry  upon  the  opposite 
side  hastily  turned  about,  retraced  their  stefM  to  the 
shore,  and  took  refuge  in  a  swamp. 

June  19,  1676,  Swansea  was  again  attacked  by  the 
Indians,  and  nearly  all  the  remaining  houses  burned. 


Some  authorities  say  all  save  five  were  burned,  and  of 
these,  four  were  garrisoned. 

June  26, 1676,  the  Indians  captured  Hezekiah  Wil- 
lett  in  or  near  Swansea ;  he  was  twenty-five  years  of 
age,  and  a  son  of  Capt.  Thomas  Willett.  The  In- 
dians cut  off  the  prisoner's  ears  and  nose  and  then 
set  him  at  liberty;  he  probably  soon  after  died,  as 
some  of  the  authorities  state  that  he  was  slain  by  the 
Indians. 

A  negro  who  was  captured  by  the  Indians  at  Swan- 
sea, and  who  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  slave  of 
Capt.  Thomas  Willett,  escaped,  fled  to  Taunton,  and 
informed  the  people  that  the  Indians  proposed  at- 
tacking that  place.  Being  warned,  the  Taunton 
people  prepared  themselves  for  the  attack  that  was 
made  on  the  11th  day  of  July,  1676,  and  in  which  two. 
houses  were  fired  by  the  Indians  and  one  Englishman 
slain. 

Aug.  1,  1676,  Wootonekanuse,  the  wife  of  King 
Philip,  together  with  his  son,  aged  about  nine  years, 
and  several  women  and  children,  were  taken  captives 
by  the  English. 

At  about  this  time  a  battle  between  the  English  and 
Indians  came  off  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Norton, 
at  a  place  called  Lockety  Neck,  in  which  the  Indiana 
were  defeated. 

Aug.  6,  1676,  twenty  Taunton  men  captured  at 
Gardiner's  Neck,  in  Swansea,  the  few  remaining  fol- 
lowers of  Weetamoo,  squaw-sachem  of  Seconet ;  she 
sought  to  escape  by  attempting  to  cross  Taunton 
River  on  a  hastily-constructed  rafl,  but  was  drowned, 
and  her  dead  body  being  found  on  the  shores  in  Swan- 
sea, her  head  was  cut  off  and  carried  to  Taunton. 

Saturday,  Aug.  12, 1676,  early  in  the  morning  King 
Philip  was  slain  near  Mount  Hope,  in  Pokanoket,  now 
the  town  of  Bristol. 

Aug.  28,  1676,  Philip's  great  captain,  Anawan,  who 
had  in  like  capacity  served  his  father,  Massasoit,  and 
at  the  death  of  Philip  became  chief  sachem,  or  king 
of  the  Wampanoag  tribe  or  nation,  was  captured  by 
Capt  Benjamin  Church  at  a  place  still  known  as  Ana- 
wan's  Rock,  in  the  easterly  part  of  the  town  of  Reho- 
both, a  few  rods  south  of  the  turnpike  road  leading 
from  Taunton  to  Providence,  about  eight  miles  from 
Taunton,  and  ten  from  Providence. 

This  rock  is  upon  the  northerly  border  of  a  wooded 
country  formerly  known  as  Squanakonk  Swamp,  an 
area  of  nearly  three  thousand  acres. 

Indian  Reservationi^ — When  what  subsequently 
became  Freetown  was  purchased  of  the  Indians  in 
1659,  reservations  were  made  for  the  Indians  Tabada- 
cason  and  Pianto ;  the  first  for  the  benefit  of  those  In-  • 
dians  that  maintained  a  ferry  across  Taunton  River, 
which  doubtless  was  to  remain  while  the  ferry  was  so 
kept,  and  the  other  for  planting  land,  the  Indian  title 
to  which  should  end  at  Pianto's  death.  That  first 
reservation  is  thought  to  have  been  a  point  of  land 
lying  between  Taunton  River  llnd  Barnaby's  Cove  so 
called.  ..  .....'..     .    I 
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Beside  these  resenrationa  was  another  of  nearly  two 
hundred  acres  lying  within  what  formerly  was  the 
township  of  Freetown,  but  now  an  easterly  part  of 
Fall  River,  at  what  is  sometimes  called  Indian  Town, 
and  is  still  appropriated  to  the  uses  of  that  race,  one 
lot  having  been  assigned  to  and  still  possessed  by  Mrs. 
Zerviah  Gk>uld  Mitchell,  a  lineal  descendant  in  the 
seventh  generation  of  the  ''good  old  Massasoit,"  king 
of  the  Wampanoags,  and  "Sassacus  the  Terrible/' 
king  of  the  Peqnots.  Mrs.  Mitchell  is  descended 
from  Massasoit  through  his  daughter  Amie  and  her 
husband  Tuspaquin,  known  in  history  as  the  black 
sachem,  chief  of  the  Assawampeett  and  Nunasket 
Indians,  who  was  slain  by  the  English  in  or  near 
September,  1676.  Amie,  the  wife,  was  a  sister  of 
Wamsutta,  alias  Alexander,  the  successor  of  Massa- 
soit and  Pometacom,  aUa$  King  Philip,  successor  to 
Alexander  and  Sonkanuhoo,  who  is  supposed  to  have 
been  slain  at  the  swamp  fight  in  Pocasset,  now  Tiver- 
ton. 

July  18, 1676,  Benjamin,  a  grandson  of  the  black 
sachem  Tuspaquin,  married  Mercy  Felix,  a  grand- 
daughter of  the  educated  Indian  John  Sassamon, 
whose  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Sassacus,  and  Benjamin 
and  wife  Mercy  were  the  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Zervia 
Qould  Mitchell,  who  now  has  her  home  upon  the  In- 
dian reservation  at  Betty's  Neck,  so  called,  in  Lake- 
ville. 


CHAPTER  III. 


BBNOH  AND  BAR.^ 


Amonq  the  prominent  agencies  which  give  shape 
and  order  in  Uie  early  development  of  the  civil  and 
social  condition  of  society,  the  pulpit,  press,  and  bar 
are  perhaps  the  most  potential  in  moulding  the  in- 
stitutions of  a  new  community ;  and  where  these  are 
early  planted,  the  school,  academy,  and  college  are 
not  long  in  assuming  their  legitimate  position,  and 
the  maintenance  of  these  institutions  secures  at  the 
start  a  social  and  moral  foundation  upon  which  we 
may  safely  rest  the  superstructure  of  the  county,  the 
State,  and  the  nation. 

The  establishment  of  courts  and  judicial  tribunals, 
where  society  is  protected  in  all  its  civil  rights  under 
the  sanction  of  law,  and  wrong  finds  a  ready  redress 
in  an  enlightened  and  prompt  administration  uf  jus- 
tice, is  the  first  necessity  of  every  civilized  community, 
and  without  which  the  forces  and  press  of  society,  in 
its  changeable  developments,  even  under  the  teach- 
ings of  the  pulpit,  the  directions  of  the  press,  and 
the  culture  of  the  schools,  are  exposed  to  peril  and 
disaster  from  the  turbulence  of  passion  and  conflicts 

1  The  tdltor  acknowledgM  lila  Indebted uom  In  ilie  preiwratluD  of  thit 
chapter  to  Hon.  W.  W.  Orapo,  ex-Attoruey-Oeneml  Geo.  MMntuu,  Hou. 
S.  L.  Barney,  Thomaa  M.  Steteon,  Hou.  Linooln  F.  Brlcliam,  Charlea  W. 
OHflbrd,  Eiq.,  and  Rer.  8.  Hopkins  Emery. 


of  interest;'  and  hence  the  best  and  surest  security 
that  even  the  press,  the  school,  or  the  pulpit  can  And 
for  the  peaceful  performance  of  its  highest  functions 
is  when  protected  by  and  intrenched  behind  the  bul- 
warks of  law,  administered  by  a  pure,  independent, 
and  uncorrupted  judiciary. 

The  Bristol  County  bar  has  from  its  beginning 
numbered  among  its  members  able  jurists,  tal- 
ented advocates,  and  safe  counselors.  Here  many 
have  lived,  flourished,  and  died,  while  others  still 
are  upon  the  stage  of  action  who  have  been  promi- 
nent in  the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the 
county  and  figured  conspicuously  in  the  councils  of 
the  State. 

Hew  Bedford. — One  of  the  earliest  members  of  the 
Bristol  bar,  and  a  leading  lawyer  of  his  day  in  the 
( State,  was  Timothy  Qardner  CoflSn,  who  was  born  in 
Nantucket  in  1790  of  humble  Quaker  parentage.  He 
early  developed  a  remarkable  degree  of  intelligence, 
brightness,  and  activity  of  mind.  He  was  educated 
at  Brown  University,  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
Eilburn  Whitman  in  Plymouth  County,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  1811.  He  opened  an  office  in 
New  Bedford,  and  very  quickly  became  a  leading 
lawyer  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  and  in  the  counties 
of  Nantucket,  Dukes,  Barnstable,  and  Plymouth,  and 
for  more  than  forty  years  was  engaged  in  almost  every 
case  of  importance  before  the  courts  of  these  counties. 
His  contemporaries  were  Marcus  Morton,  of  Taun- 
ton, William  Baylies,  of  Bridgewater,  L.  Eddy,  of 
Middleborough,  Charles  Holmes,  of  Rochester,  and 
N.  Marston,  of  Barnstable,  all  of  whom  were  eminent 
and  skillful  lawyers,  and  Mr.  Coffin  was  an  equal 
of  either  of  them.  He  was  very  quick  to  observe 
the  weakness  of  his  opponent's  cause  and  to  present 
his  client's  best  points.  At  times  he  was  eloquent. 
He  was  a  very  sharp  cross-examiner  of  witnesses,  and 
few  witnesses  could  evade  his  keenness.  He  was  very 
ready  at  repartee,  and  quick  to  answer  every  inquiry 
of  counsel  or  court,  and  his  arguments  were  difficult 
to  answer. 

He  was  married  to  Betsey,  daughter  of  the  Hon. 
John  Avery  Parker,  of  New  Bedford,  a  leading  mer- 
chant of  that  city,  and  at  his  death  the  richest  man 
in  New  Bedford. 

Mr.  CoflSn  never  held  office  of  any  particular  con- 
sequence, but  confined  his  attention,  time,  and  skill 
to  his  profession,  and  at  his  death,  September,  1854, 
he  was  without  question  the  ablest  lawyer  in  South- 
ern Massachusetts.  It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster, 
after  a  hard-fought  case  at  Nantucket,  in  which  Mr. 
Coffin  was  engaged  against  Mr.  Webster,  speaking 
aAerwards  about  the  case,  and  in  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion, *'  Who  is  Tim  Coffin?"  said,  ''He  is  the  ablest 
lawyer  in  the  United  States.  He  is  one  I  should 
prefer  not  to  meet  of  all  others  I  know  of." 

It  is  said  that  he  once,  after  a  very  able  argument 
before  the  Supreme  Court,  in  answer  to  the  inquiry  of 
the  court  (Chief  Justice  Shaw),  **  If  he  had  any  au- 
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thority  to  cite  to  the  court  to  Bustain  his  view  and 
legal  points 7"  replied,  "No,  your  honor,  that  Is  for 
the  court  to  be  responsible  for  its  decision.  I  should 
prefer  not  to."  He  was  a  very  generous  and  liberal 
man,  witli  a  very  kind  heart.  He  was  very  strong  in 
his  likes  and  dislikes,  so  that  he  was  a  most  ardent 
friend  and  a  very  disagreeable  enemy.  His  body  lies 
in  the  South  Cemetery,  New  Bedford,  and  where  a 
fine  monument  was  erected  to 'his  memory  by  his 
children. 

John  S..  Bussell  was  born  in  New  Bedford  in 
1797,  and  was  the  son  of  Charles  Russell  and  Martha 
Tillinghast  He  studied  law  In  the  office  of  Lemuel 
Williams,  at  New  Bedford.  After  his  admission  to 
the  bar  he  practiced  law  In  Taunton.  He  afterwards 
moved  to  New  Bedford,  opened  a  law-office,  and  con- 
tinued in  practice  until  his  death  in  1884.  He  was  a 
well-read  lawyer  and  well  grounded  in  the  principles 
of  his  profession.  He  was  a  Quaker.  He  acquired « 
the  reputation  of  being  an  honest  lawyer;  by  that  I 
suppose  he  was  slow  to  advise  men  to  go  to  law,  acting 
out  his  religious  convictions  as  well  as  his  profes- 
sional observation.  To  this  day,  nearly  fifty  years 
since  his  death,  whenever  spoken  of  he  is  mentioned 
as  one  that  maintained  the  honor  of  his  professional 
life.  He  died  in  1884,  much  esteemed  and  regarded 
by  his  neighbors  and  fellow-townsmen. 

Lemuel  WiiiLiAMS  was  a  lawyer  who  practiced  in 
New  Bedford  some  fifty  years  ago.  He  was  at  that 
time  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  bar.  He  was  at  one 
time  collector  of  customs  in  New  Bedford,  but  many 
years  ago  he  removed  from  New  Bedford  to  Worces- 
ter, and  so  much  of  his  professional  life  was  spent 
out  of  the  county,  we  have  not  thought  it  proper  to 
say  more  about  him,  as  he  more  properly  belongs  to 
Worcester  County  than  to  Bristol. 

Charles  H.  Warren  was  also  one  of  the  early 
lawyers  in  New  Bedford.  He  occupied  a  very  hon- 
orable position,  was  an  able  advocate,  was  for  several 
years  district  attorney  before  1836,  afterwards  was 
made  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and  was 
an  upright  and  faithful  judge.  After  he  returned 
from  the  bench  he  was  made  president  of  the  Boston 
and  Providence  Railroad,  which  office  he  held  until 
his  death. 

Ezra  Basbett  was  bom  In  Rochester,  in  the  com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts.  His  parents  were  poor 
people.  He  studied  law  with  his  brother,  Anslem^ 
Bamett,  Esq.,  at  Taunton,  and  commenced  the  prac-  ^ 
tice  of  the  law  in  Taunton.  He  also  for  a  short  time 
had  an  office  In  Attleborough.  In  1884  he  came  to 
New  Bedford,  and  there  remained,  having  a  consider- 
able share  of  the  law  business  until  his  death,  in  De- 
cember, 1848.  He  was  a  good  lawyer,  had  consider- 
able admiralty  practice,  and  was  earnest,  energetic, 
and  faithful  in  his  client's  interest.  He  had  a  large 
and  well-selected  law  library,  perhaps  the  best  law 
library  at  the  time  of  any  lawyer  In  New  Bedford. 
He  Is  frequently  spoken  of  by  tlie  present  members 


of  the  bar  in  the  city  of  New  Bedford  with  much 
respect  There  is  now  only  one  member  of  the  bar 
(Judge  Prescott)  at  New  Bedford  who  was  practicing 
law  at  his  death. 

Hon.  H.  G.  0.  Colby*  was  the  son  of  Rev.  Philip 
and  Harriet  (Sewall)  Colby,  bom  1807  In  Hallowell, 
Me.  His  father  was  born  In  8anbornton,  N.  H.,  July 
80, 1779,  and  he  was  the  son  of  Isaac  Colby,  a  farmer 
of  great  industry  and  strong  mind,  strict  integrityi 
stern  common  sense.  The  maiden  name  of  the  wife 
of  Isaac  Colby  was  Phebe  Hunt,  daughter  of  Philip 
Hunt,  of  Newburyport,  Mass.,  very  domestic  In  her 
habits,  and  of  a  very  tender,  loving  heart  They  had 
nine  children.  In  the  year  1800,  Philip,  the  father  of 
Judge  Colby,  went  to  Portland,  Me.,  as  a  merchant's 
clerk,  and  afterwards  established  himself  In  mercantile 
pursuits  in  Hallowell,  Me.,  which  he  followed  for  eight 
years.  Six  of  these  years  he  had  been  married  to  his 
first  wife,Miss  Harriet  Sewall,  daughter  of  Bfr.  Thomas 
Sewall,  of  Vassalborough,  Me.  They  were  married 
the  28th  of  June,  1804.  They  had  two  children. 
On  the  24th  of  October,  1810,  the  eldest,  a  lovely 
boy  of  five  years,  died.  "A  very  remarkable  boy,'* 
writes  Miss  Caroline,  a  daughter  of  Judge  Colby; 
"  his  name  Hamilton  Van  Renssalaer."  In  February 
of  the  following  year,  the  28th,  1811,  the  mother  also 
died.  "A  woman  of  very  fine  and  most  lovely  char- 
acter," writes  again  Miss  Caroline,  adding,  "  these, 
the  mother  and  the  son,  are  buried  side  by  side  at 
Augusta,  Me." 

This  was  the  beginning  of  the  Christian  life  of  the 
father  of  Judge  Colby.  He  joined  himself  to  the 
church  of  Rev.  Mr.  Gillett,  Hallowell,  with  his  wife 
in  her  sick-room,  and  dedicated  not  only  himself  but 
his  family  to  the  Lord.  He  soon  relinquished  his 
secular  business,  and  removing  to  Salem,  Mass.,  spent 
nearly  four  years  studying  with  Rev.  Dr.  Worcester, 
of  the  Tabernacle  Church,  and  secretary  of  the  Amer- 
ican Board  of  Missions.  This  course  of  study  addi- 
tional to  his  academic  course  In  Gllmanton,  N.  H., 
and  supplemented  by  a  large  acquaintance  with  men 
and  things  in  a  long  mercantile  life,  above  all,  aided 
and  enforced  by  the  teaching  which  comes  from 
above,  well  furnished  him  for  a  successful  and  most 
useful  pastorate  with  the  church  in  North  Middle- 
borough,  Mass.,  continuing  from  the  summer  of  1817 
to  the  time  of  his  death,  Feb.  27,  1851,  thirty-four 
years. 

Harrison  Gray  Otis  Colby,  the  subject  of  our 
present  notice,  was  the  only  surviving  child  of  the 
first  marriage  of  the  minister.  He  gave  promise 
even  in  his  boyhood  of  future  eminence.  So  schol- 
arly was  he  that  his  mother's  brother,  the  eminent 
Dr.  Sewall,  of  Washington,  took  charge  of  his  educa- 
tion and  saw  him  through  college. 

After  completing  his  study  of  law  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bristol  County  bar,  taking  up  his  residence  in 

1  By  Rer.  8.  Ilopklm  Bmery,  of  Taanton. 
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Taunton.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  New  Bedford, 
Laving  married  his  wife  there,  a  daughter  of  John 
Avery  Parker,  Esq.  Mr.  Colby  eiuiily  took  rank  among 
the  foremost  of  the  lawyers  of  the  commonwealth.  It 
was  no  surprise  when  he  was  promoted  fh)m  the  bar 
to  the  bench.  He  was  of  a  tall,  commanding  figure, 
resembling  in  this  respect  his  father,  and,  like  this 
father,  he  was  dignified,  courteous,  "every  inch  a 
gentleman." 

His  daughter  Caroline,  in  1876,  writes :  "  My  father 
died  Feb.  22,  1853,  and  is  buried  in  New  Bedford. 
Four  children,  three  daughters  and  a  son,  survived 
him,  the  latter  being  the  youngest  child,  and  now  an 
officer  in  the  United  States  navy.  I  have  the  honor 
and  privilege  of  being  the  eldest  of  the  family,  and  my 
mother  has  all' her  daughters  with  her,  except  the  be« 
loved  sister  next  to  myself,  who  died  ten  years  since, 
leaving  a  daughter,  the  only  grandchild,  as  none  of  the 
others  have  ever  married." 

I  will  add,  the  widow  of  Judge  Colby  became  the 
wife  of  Rev.  Dr.  Lambert,  a  distingubhed  clergyman 
of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Charlestown, 
Mass. 

Thomas  Dawes  Eliot  was  bom  March  20, 1808, 
in  Boston.  His  father,  William  Qreenleaf  Eliot,  was 
of  a  Boston  family,  though  a  resident  of  Washington 
for  the  latter  part .  of  his  life.  His  mother's  family 
for  many  generations  were  also  of  Boston.  He  was 
named  for  his  grandfather.  Judge  Thomas  Dawes,  of 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  whose  father  was  Col. 
Thomas  Dawes,  of  the  Boston  Committee  of  Safety  in 
the  Revolutionary  period.  Mr.  Eliot  married  in 
1834,  Frances  L.  Brock,  of  Nantucket  His  brother. 
Dr.  William  G.  Eliot,  is  chancellor  of  the  Washing- 
ton University,  at  St.  Louis,  and  has  been  long  known 
as  a  distinguished  Unitarian  clergyman  in  that  city. 
His  youngest  brother,  Capt.  Frank  A.  Eliot,  of  Phila- 
delphia, was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  in 
1868. 

Mr.  Eliot  was  graduated  in  1825  from  Columbia 
College,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  delivered 
the  Latin  salutatory  address.  He  soon  after  com- 
menced his  law  studies  with  his  uncle.  Chief  Justice 
Cranch,  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  district,  and  de- 
voted himself  to  a  profession  which  never  lost  its 
charms  to  him.  About  1830  he  went  to  New  Bed- 
ford, completed  his  studies  with  Judge  Charles  H. 
Warren,  then  in  Aill  practice,  and  upon  his  admission 
to  the  bar  was  invited  to  a  partnership  by  Mr.  War- 
ren. After  Mr.  Warren  went  upon  the  bench,  Mr. 
Eliot's  practice  became  very  large,  comprising  com- 
mon law  causes  in  Bristol,  Plymouth,  Barnstable, 
and  the  island  counties,  also  an  extensive  equity  busi- 
ness, and  employment  in  admiralty  causes,  then  be- 
coming very  numerous  in  Southern  Massachusetts. 
He  was  for  about  thirty  years  a  regular  attendant  at 
all  the  Jury  terms  in  this  part  of  the  State,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  his  business  as  senior  counsel,  kept  up  his 
own  office  business  in  all  branches  except  criminal 


practice.  He  was  a  thorough  legal  scholair  ss  well  as 
practitioner,  master  both  of  the  greai  principles  of 
the  law  and  of  it^  development  by^the  decisions  of  the 
court,  Ailly  equipped  and  ready  in  the  varying  as- 
ptets  of  a  trial  by  Jury,  and  also  in  the  statelier  and 
more  scientific  debates  in  banc. 

Among  the  causes  which  attracted  public  attention 
in  which  he  was  engaged  we  note  the  great  litigation 
between  the  two  divisions  of  the  denomination  of 
Friends,  where  the  title  to  the  Quaker  meeting-houses 
in  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  was  at  risk,  and 
in  which  the  usages  and  faiths  of  the  respective  sects 
underwent  legal  investigation;  also  the  contests  in 
this  county,  where  he  maintained  the  chartered  powers 
of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  on  issues  raised 
by  physicians  of  the  homoeopathic  school.  We  note 
also  a  private  suit,  but  which  from  its  novelty  and 
magnitude  drew  general  professional  and  public  at- 
tention, as  the  result  depended  upon  the  execution, 
force,  and  effect  of  mutual  wills.  This  was  the  suit 
of  Hetty  H.  Robinson  v$»  Thomas  Mundell,  involving 
an  estate  of  three  millions.  The  subject  of  marine 
insurance  was  of  great  and  growing  importance 
during  his  practice.  The  whaling  fleet  of  New  Bed- 
ford alone  contained  about  four  hundred  vessels,  and 
we  find  his  name  in  the  reports  of  nearly  all  the 
causes  which  grew  out  of  the  losses  of  this  great 
fleet,  and  the  curious  peculiarities  of  whaling-ships 
and  whaling.  His  tastes  were  so  professional  that  he 
twice  declined  an  appointment  to  the  bench.  He 
had  no  desire  for  office-holding  as  such,  and  after 
serving  in  the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  Senate,  as  the  young  lawyers  were  expected 
to  do,  kept  aloof  from  political  action  for  many  years, 
devoting  himself  to  practice  in  the  courts,  where  his 
reputation  for  skill,  force,  and  honorable  methods 
was  an  enviable  one.  He  was  of  great  industry, 
close  application,  and  conscientious  fidelity  to  his 
clients,  and  never  lost  their  confidence. 

In  1854  he  was  invited  by  the  Whigs  of  the  First 
Congressional  District  to  become  their  candidate  for 
Congress  for  an  unfinished  term.  His  election  fol- 
lowed, and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Thirty- third  Con- 
gress, in  the  midst  of  the  intense  excitement  attendant 
upon  the  introduction  of  the  Kansas- Nebraska  bill, 
took  part  in  the  debate,  and  his  printed  speech  was 
circulated  by  the  Whig  party  to  prove  its  concurrence 
with  the  growing  anti-slavery  sentiment  of  the  State. 
The  next  year  the  Whig  party  went  down  before  the 
Native  American  organizfttion.  Its  State  ticket  and 
all  its  members  of  Congress  were  defeated,  and  the 
party  never  again  appeared  in  political  action. 

The  slavery  issues  were  now  engaging  political 
attention.  The  "Conscience  Whigs,"  so  called  in 
Massachusetts,  deemed  their  old  party  useless  for  the 
situation,  and  sought,  with  the  aid  of  the  Free-Soil 
organization  and  practical  anti-slavery  men  of  all 
schools,  to  organize  anew.  The  result  was  the  Re- 
publican party.    Mr.  EUot  was  greatly  interested  in 
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its  forinfttion.  He  organized  the  first  meeting  of  the 
new  party  in  this  county.  He  wns  unanimously 
nominated  as  its  candidate  for  attorney 'general  of 
the  commonwealth,  but  declined  the  nomination,  and 
later  presided  at  its  State  Convention.  After  he  had 
been  al)sent  from  Congress  for  two  congressional 
terms,  the  First  District  again  elected  him  by  an 
immense  majority.  From  this  re-election  he  con- 
tinued in  Congress  without  opposition  till  his  refusal 
of  further  service  in  1869.  He  was  early  identified 
in  Congress  with  the  anti-slavery  spirit  of  the  North. 
In  1854  he  made  the  first  efibrt  for  repeal  of  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law  by  offering  a  bill  for  that  pur- 
pose. In  the  session  of  1861-62  he  urged  the  adop- 
tion of  views  by  the  government  that  should  enforce 
its  loftiest  authority,  and  his  speeches  and  debates 
show  how  little  he  regarded  all  forms  and  traditions 
which  stood  in  the  way  of  the  safety  of  the  people, 
which  is  the  mprema  kx.  He  insisted  that  the  pro- 
tection of  the  endangered  national  life  justified  the 
strongest  measures.  He  ridiculed  the  idea  of  war 
upon  peace  principles,  and  the  notion  then  prevalent 
of  protecting  rebels  in  their  slave  property  when  those 
slaves  were  wanted  for  the  national  defense.  In  this 
session  he  introduced  a  resolution  declaring  the  right 
and  duty  of  military  commanders  to  emancipate  the. 
slaves  of  rebels,  and  supported  it  by  a  speech.  In 
1862,  as  chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Con- 
fiscation, he  reported  two  bills,  one  for  the  confiscation 
of  rebel  property  and  one  for  the  emancipation  of 
slaves  of  rebels.  The  former  was  passed,  but  the 
latter  passed  the  House  only.  In  1864  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Emancipation,  and  reported 
and  advocated  the  bill  establishing  a  Bureau  of  Freed- 
men's  AflTairs,  which  became  a  law.  It  was  in  the 
conception,  formation,  and  passage  of  this  bill,  and 
in  his  watchful  care  of  the  interests  of  the  bureau 
when  organized,  that  he  performed  a  service  which 
places  his  name  not  only  among  far-seeing  statesmen, 
but  among  the  widest  and  best  philanthropists.  It  is 
one  of  the  enduring  honors  of  the  nation's  statute- 
book,  a  high-water  mark  of  the  humanities  of  civil- 
ized legislation.  It  was  vetoed  by  President  Johnson, 
and  was  only  carried  over  his  veto  by  the  unflagging 
zeal  and  devotion  of  Mr.  Eliot. 

He  was  the  author  of  the  Coolie  Bill,  and  its  pas- 
sage was  due  to  his  efforts.  The  system  of  importa- 
tion of  Chinese  coolies  bound  by  labor  contracts  was 
leading  to  a  system  hardly  less  abominable  and  degrad- 
ing than  actual  slavery.  Under  his  lead  the  Thirty- 
seventh  Congress  enacted  a  stringent  law  prohibiting 
American  vessels  from  engaging  in  this  trade,  a  result 
deemed  by  the  anti-slavery  sentiment  of  England  and 
America  as  second  only  to  the  abolition  of  the  African 
slave  trade. 

At  the  end  of  the  war  Mr.  Eliot  desired  to  leave 
Congress,  but  the  urgent  call  of  the  district  prevented, 
and  he  remained  in  failing  health  till  1869,  and  then 
absolutely  declined  a  renomination  after  a  service  of 


eleven  years.  He  then  hoped  to  resume  practice  at 
the  bar,  but  increasing  illness  prevented.  His  death 
occurred  June  14, 1870.  ' 

Eminent  as  he  was  in  forensic  and  parliamentary 
debate,  he  was  not  less  so  in  conscientious  fidelity  to 
duty,  for  unselfiBh  patriotism  and  his  noble  advocacy 
of  human  rights.  He  had  the  well-won  esteem  of 
the  bar  and  bench.  In  public  life,  too,  he  was  com- 
pletely trusted  by  his  associates  and  respected  by  his 
political  opponents.  His  position  was  never  doubtful ; 
he  felt  it  the  duty  of  statesmen  to  try  to  lead  the  people 
where  they  should  go,  and  was  willing  to  take  the  risks 
of  such  a  course.  An  anecdote  may  be  in  place  here 
showing  how  the  astute  head  and  kindly  heart  of 
President  Lincoln  recognized  the  same  qualities  in 
Mr.  Eliot. 

A  citizen  of  Massachusetts  of  good  character  was 
indicted  for  embezzlement  from  a  post-office.  The 
trial  was  a  difficult  one  upon  evidence  milinly  cir- 
cumstantial, and  the  result  a  conviction  and  heavy 
sentence. 

An  application  for  pardon  was  made  to  the  Presi- 
dent by  the  neighbors  of  the  defendant,  who  had  long 
known  him  and  could  not  believe  him  guilty. 

Mr.  Lincoln  referred  the  topic  to  the  Law  Depart- 
ment, and  this  led  to  an  adverse  and  positive  report 
from  the  United  States  attorney  who  bad  tried  the 
case.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  not  satisfied.  He  bad  ac- 
quired doubts  of  the  propriety  of  the  conviction, 
partly  from  his  own  examination  of  the  case  and 
partly  from  the  zeal  of  the  prosecuting  officer,  which 
he  said  was  praiseworthy  but  might  be  too  partisan. 
At  last  he  wrote  upon  the  papers  *'  referred  to  Hon. 
T.  D.  Eliot. — ^Abraham  Lincoln.''  Mr.  Eliot  made  a 
careful  investigation,  was  convinced  that  the  verdict 
was  wrong,  and  so  reported  to  the  President. 

A  pardon  followed  with  a  promptness  that  sur- 
prised and  rather  provoked  the  prosecuting  officers. 
When  Mr.  Eliot  next  met  Mr.  Lincoln  the  latter  ad^* 
vanced  with  both  hands  extended  and  face  full  of  sat- 
isfaction, "  Well,  Eliot,"  said  he,  "  we've  got  our  man 
clear." 

We  close  this  sketch  of  Mr.  Eliot  by  an  extract  from 
the  New  Bec{fard  Marettry,  written  at  the  time  of  his 
death : 

"  Mr.  Eliot  was  pure-minded,  kind-hearted,  of  ster- 
ling integrity,  and  of  a  most  catholic  spirit.  In  our 
unreserved  intercourse  with  him,  we  can  recall  no 
instance  in  which  he  indulged  in  any  unkind,  un- 
charitable, or  disparaging  remarks  about  even  those 
who  had  maligned  him.  He  spoke  no  ill  of  his 
neighbor,  but  evinced  a  spirit  of  charity  as  beautifiil 
as  it  is  rare.  .  < 

"  He  was  a  deeply  religious  man,  always  ready  with 
good  words,  and  as  ready  with  good  works.  Of  his 
labors  in  the  Sunday-school  of  thd  Unitarian  Church, 
where  for  years  he  was  superintendent,  many  of  our 
readers  have  grateful  recollections.  His  heart  was  in 
the  work,  and  he  deeply  regretted  the  necessity  of  its 
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reliDquishment  Thodsands  will  call  to  mind  his  in- 
valuable serviceB  as  president  of  the  National  Con- 
ference of  Unitarian  Churches  and  also  of  the  Amer- 
ican Unitarian  Association,  his  admirable  tact  in  the 
chair,  his  hearty  zeal  and  enthusiasm,  and  his  earnest 
and  successful  exertions  for  fraternal  union.  He  was 
a  generous  man,  prompt  to  give  to  every  good  object, 
and  foremost  in  his  contributions  of  money  or  of  labor 
to  sustain  all  benevolent  enterprises.  Better  than  any 
triumph  at  the  bar  or  the  highest  honors  won  in  po- 
litical life  is  the  simple  record  of  his  unselfish 
Christian  life.  He  rests  from  his  labors,  and  his 
works  do  follow  him." 

John  Ham  Williams  Pagb^  was  bom  at  Oilman- 
ton,  N.  H.,  and  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
the  class  of  1826.  In  September  of  that  year  he  took 
charge  of  Friends'  Academy  at  New  Bedford,  where 
he  continued  until  the  spring  of  1829,  when  impaired 
health  compelled  him  to  resign  that  position.  After 
a  brief  season  of  rest  he  commenced  the  study  of  the 
law,  and  was  for  a  time  at  the  Dane  Law  School  in 
Cambridge.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June, 
1832,  and  at  once  opened  an  office  at  New  Bedford, 
where  he  soon  acquired  a  remunerative  practice.  His 
vigorous  mind  and  capacity  and  method  of  applica- 
tion had  mastered  the  principles  of  legal  science,  and 
his  quickness  of  apprehension  and  practical  industry 
soon  made  him  familiar  with  the  details  of  business. 
His  vigor,  earnestness,  and  evident  ability  attracted 
and  retained  clients,  who  never  had  occasion  to  regret 
their  selection  of  counsel.  If  he  excelled  in  any  one 
branch  of  professional  service  more  than  another  it 
was  in  the  application  of  the  law  to  the  affairs  of  active 
business.  He  had  grown  into  ripeness  of  experience 
and  preparation  when  the  disturbed  condition  of  prac- 
tical affairs,  before  and  in  the  year  1887,  before  there 
was  any  insolvent  law  or  bankrupt  law,  furnished 
abundant  occupation  for  bright,  energetic,  and  capa- 
ble lawyers.  Mr.  Page  had  at  this  time  a  large  client- 
age, and  no  one  was  more  faithful  and  indefatigable 
than  he  was  in  his  employment  He  maintained  a 
leading  position  at  the  bar  of  Bristol  County,  prac- 
ticing also  in  the  counties  of  Plymouth,  Barnstable, 
Nantucket,  and  Dukes  Couniy,  until  he  removed  to 
Boston  to  assume  the  duties  of  treasurer  of  the  Law- 
rence machine-shop,  a  large  manufacturing  establish- 
ment, in  which  place  he  continued  for  many  years. 

Before  this  he  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  was  chairman  of  the  Railroad  Com- 
mittee. During  his  service  there  a  charter  was 
granted  for  a  railroad  from  Middleborough  to  Sand- 
wich, as  the  Cape  Cod  Branch  Railroad,  in  which  Mr. 
Page  took  a  strong  interest,  and  a  few  years  later  he 
was  chosen  president  of  that  railroad  corporation^  and 
remained  as  such  until  his  death.  He  supervised  the 
financial  affairs  of  the  railroad  company  during  the 
extension  of  the  road  from  Sandwich  to  Hyannis, 
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and  assisted  largely  to  maintain  its  credit  and  make 
it  finally  successful.  He  was  vigilant  to  understand 
all  the  details  of  the  afiairs  of  the  company,  and  was 
thoroughly  informed  in  railroad  management. 

He  took  a  deep  and  practical  interest  in  agriculture, 
( and  was  for  a  number  of  years  the  president  of  the 
'  Bristol  County  Agricultural  Society,  which  was  never 
more  successful  tlian  while  under  his  efficient  manage- 
ment. 

While  Mr.  Page  showed  great  capability  in  all  the 
various  matters  with  which  he  was  concerned,  in  none 
was  he  more  conspicuous  than  as  a  lawyer.  It  was  an 
evident  mistake  that  he  left  a  profession  the  duties  of 
which  he  was  so  well  suited  to  fill  and  adorn  to  enter 
quite  late  in  life  upon  the  more  uncertain  field  of 
business,  and  in  which  he  was  not  wholly  successful. 
Mr.  Page  was  an  excellent  scholar  as  well  as  lawyer, 
and  his  social  qualities  endeared  him  closely  to  those 
who  knew  him  best  and  understood  him  best. 

John  Henby  Clifford,'  the  sixth  of  thirteen 
children  of  Benjamin  and  Achsah  (Wade)  Clifford, 
was  born  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  on  the  16th  of  January, 
1809,  and  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1827. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Bristol  County  in 
1880,  after  completing  his  course  in  the  study  of  law, 
under  the  direction  of  Hon.  Timothy  G.  Coffin,  at 
New  Bedford,  and  of  Hon.  Theron  Metcalf,  after- 
wards one  of  the  judges  of  tlie  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  of  Massachusetts  at  Dedham,  Norfolk  Co., 
Mass.  On  the  16th  of  January,  1832,  he  married 
Sarah  Parker  Allen,  daughter  of  William  Harland 
and  Ruth  (Parker)  Allen,  the  latter  a  daughter  of 
Hon.  John  Avery  and  Averie  (Standish)  Parker,  who 
was  a  descendant  in  the  sixth  generation  from  Capt. 
Miles  Standish. 

He  practiced  law  in  New  Bedlord  from  the  time  of 
his  admission  to  the  bar  to  the  day  of  his  death,  at 
first,  for  a  brief  period,  as  the  partner  of  Hon.  Timo- 
thy G.  Coflin,  subsequently,  for  nearly  ten  years,  as 
the  partner  of  Harrison  G.  O.  Colby,  Esq.,  his  class- 
mate in  college.  From  1845  to  1853  his  student  of 
law,  Lincoln  F.  Brigham,  now  chief  justice  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  Massachusetts,  was  his  junior 
partner,  and  after  1853  he  had  no  partner  in  the 
practice  of  law. 

His  first  appearance  in  public  life  was  in  1835, 
when  he  was  a  representative  of  New  Bedford  in  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts.  It  was  the  year  of  the 
revision  of  the  statutes  of  the  commonwealth,  and  he 
did  good  and  faithful  service  on  the  large  committee 
which  had  that  subject  in  charge.  In  1836  he  be- 
came one  of  the  aides-de-camp  of  Governor  Everett, 
and  retained  that  position  until,  by  a  single  vote  out 
of  a  hundred  thousand  votes,  Mr.  Everett's  chief 
magistracy  was  brought  to  a  close  in  1840. 

Before  Mr.  Everett  went  out  of  olHce,  however, 
in   1839,    he  had  conferred   upon   Col.  Cliflbrd,   in 

*  By  Hon.  L.  F.  Brighiun. 


^^''h,Atllli'J:}a' 
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whom  he  had  the  highest  confidence,  the  appoint- 
ment of  district  attorney  for  the  Southern  District  of 
Massachusetts,  an  ofiice  in  which  he  served  the  com- 
monwealth assiduously  and  successfully  for  nearly 
ten  years. 

Meantime,  in  1846,  the  county  of  Bristol  had 
elected  him  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  gave  renewed  evidence  of  his 
ability  and  accomplishments  as  a  debater  and  a  legis- 
lator. 

In  1849  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  an  office 
which  was  to  be  the  field  of  his  longest  and  most 
distinguished  public  service.  In  that  year  he  re- 
ceived from  Governor  Briggs  the  appointment  of 
attorney-general  of  the  State. 

Early  in  the  following  year  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  con- 
duct a  memorable  trial,  with  which  his  name  will  be 
always  most  prominently  and  honorably  associated. 
No  trial  in  the  history  of  our  country  for  many  gen- 
erations, if  ever,  has 'excited  a  deeper  interest  or 
challenged  a  more  anxious  and  critical  attention  than 
that  of  Professor  John  W.  Webster  for  the  murder 
of  Dr.  George  Parkman. 

In  BlackwooiVi  Magazine  for  June,  1850,  in  an 
article  on  "  Modern  State  Trials,"  being  one  of  a 
series  of  articles  from  the  pen  of  the  eminent  bar- 
rister, Samuel  Warren,  the  author  of  "  Diary  of  a 
Physician"  and  of  "  Ten  Thousand  a  Year,"  occurs 
the  following  passage: 

"It  was  our  intention  to  have  included  in  this 
paper  a  sketch  of  a  great  American  trial  for  murder, 
that  of  the  late  Professor  Webster  for  the  murder 
of  Dr.  Parkman,  a  fearful  occurrence,  a  black-  and 
dismal  tragedy  from  beginning  to  end,  exliibiting 
most  remarkable  indications,  as  it  appears  to  us,  of 
the  overruling  Providence  which  sometimes  sees  fit 
to  allow  its  agency  in  human  aflairs  to  become  visible 
to  us.  All  we  shall  at  present  say  on  the  subject  is 
that  the  reply  of  Mr.  Clifibrd  for  the  prosecution 
cannot  be  excelled  in  close  and  conclusive  reasoning, 
conveyed  in  language  equally  elegant  and  forcible. 
Its  efiect,  as  a  demonstration  of  the  guilt  of  the  ac- 
cuHed,  is  fearful." 

In  the  autumn  of  1852  a  convention  of  the  Whig 
party  of  Massachusetts  nominated  Attorney-General 
Clifibrd  for  Governor  of  the  State.  He  accepted  the 
nomination  with  reluctance,  and  although  he  re- 
ceived nearly  twenty-five  thousand  votes  more  than 
either  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  was  not  elected 
by  the  people.  On  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature, 
however,  he  was  chosen  by  the  votes  of  the  two 
branches,  and  was  inaugurated  as  Governor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts on  the  14th  of  January,  1853. 

In  his  inaugural  address  he  used  the  following 
characteristic  words : 

**Th«  law  to  oar  only  tororeign.  The  loyalty  which  In  otiier  eoan- 
triM  to  rvnderad  to  the  mere  Mcldont  of  Mrth  to  h«r«  doe  to  that  InTltlblo 
b«t  oainl|»r«Mnt  power  which  w«  hate  Tolnntarlly  enthroned  and 
tetabllthed  for  our  protection  and  galdance  under  the  majeetlc  name 
of  Law.** 


Governor  Clifford  discharged  the  duties  of  the  . 
chief  magistracy  with  great  fidelity  and  dignity,  and 
it  was  only  for  him  to  say  whether  he  should  remain 
in  the  ofiice  for  a  second  year.  But  his  interest  in  his 
profession  determined  him  to  decline  a  renomination, 
and  on  the  election  of  Governor  Emory  Washburn 
as  his  successor  he  was  at  once  called  on  by  him  to 
resume  his  place  as  attorney-general  of  the  common- 
wealth. He  continued  to  hold  that  ofiice-^by  execu- 
tive appointment  for  one  year,  by  legislative  election 
for  another,  and  again  for  a  third  by  the  choice  of  the 
people  of  the  State— until  1858.  He  had  thus  served 
the  commonwealth  as  its  highest  law-ofilcer  for  a  full 
term  of  seven  years  in  all,  and  in  that  capacity  had 
certainly  rendered  his  best  public  service  and  acquired 
his  greatest  public  distinction. 

In  retiring  finally  from  his  position  he  did  not 
abandon  his  professional .  labors,  but  was  frequently 
to  be  found  in  the  highest  courts  of  the  common- 
wealth and  of  the  nation  in  the  argument  of  impor- 
tant cases.  During  the  terrible  civil  war  which  soon 
afterwards  afilicted  the  country  he  omitted  no  efforts 
in  his  power  to  sustain  the  cause  of  the  Union  accord- 
ing to  the  convictions  of  his  own  conscience.  More 
than  once  he  was  summoned  to  Washington  to  hold 
council  with  cabinet  oflicers  in  regard  to  measures  in 
contemplation.  At  home,  too,  he  spared  neither  time 
nor  money  in  encouraging  the  soldiers  who  went  out 
from  his  own  city  or  county.  In  1862  he  accepted  an 
election  to  the  State  Senate,  and  was  at  once  chosen 
president  of  that  body,  in  that  capacity  rendering 
conspicuous  service  to  the  commonwealth  at  the  most 
critical  period  of  the  war.  In  1868  he  was  one  of  the 
electors  at  large,  and  united  in  giving  the  vote  of 
Massachusetts  to  President  Grant. 

In  the  previous  year,  however,  1867,  he  had  en- 
tered upon  a  line  of  life  which  was  finally  to  separate 
him  from  further  professional  or  political  service,  and 
to  confine  him  to  the  routine  of  practical  business. 
Assuming  the  charge  of  the  Boston  and  Providence 
Railroad  corporation  as  its  president,  he  devoted 
himself  to  its  affairs  with  all  his  accustomed  earnest- 
ness and  energy. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  American  Academy  of 
Arts  and  Sciences.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society.  But  he  rendered 
larger  services  to  Harvard  University  at  Cambridge, 
of  which  he  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  overseers 
and  repeatedly  the  president  of  the  board,  in  which 
capacity  it  became  his  duty  to  officiate  at  the  induc- 
tion in  1858  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Walker,  and  in  1869 
of  Charles  W.  Eliot,  Esq.,  as  presidents  of  the  uni- 
versity. He  received  the  degree  of  LL.D.  from 
Brown  University  and  also  from  Harvard  University. 

Governor  Clifford  was  also  one  of  the  original  board 
of  trustees  of  the  great  education  fund  established 
by  the  munificence  of  George  Peabody,  his  personal 
friend,  for  the  impoverished  and  desolated  States  of 
the  South.    No  one  was  more  faithful  to  that  noble 


14 


HISTORY  OP  BRISTOL  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


trust,  and  nq  one  will  be  more  affectionately  and 
grateftilly  remembered  by  all. who  were  aaeodated 
with  him  in  ito  labors  and  responsibilities. 

In  the  spring  of  1878  he  was  compelled  to  abandon 
all  occupation  and  fly  to  the  salubrious  airs  of  Florida. 
In  the  spring  of  1876  a  visit  to  Europe  was  recom- 
mended to  him,  and  he  sailed  for  Liverpool  on  the 
24th  of  April  of  that  year. 

Before  Governor  Clifford  embarked  for  Europe  he 
had  declined  appointments  as  United  States  Minister 
both  to  Russia  and  to  Turkey,  which  had  been  suc- 
cessively offered  to  him  by  the  administration  at 
Washington.  He  had,  however,  previously  accepted 
an  appointment  as  United  States  Commissioner  on 
the  Fisheries  under  the  arbitration  treaty  with  Great 
Britain,  and  had  always  contemplated  fulfilling  that 
appointment 

But  his  work  was  ended,  public  and  private.  In- 
deed, he  had  hardly  reached  his  home  in  New  Bed- 
ford, after  a  brief  stay  in  Boston,  where  he  arrived, 
and  was  but  just  beginning  to  receive  from  his  old 
friends  and  neighbors  the  tokens  of  welcome  which 
had  awaited  him,  when  a  disease  of  the  heart,  which 
had  given  mysterious  indications  in  former  years, 
was  now  unmistakably  manifested.  A  very  few  weeks 
sufficed  to  bring  it  to  a  crisis,  and  on  the  morning  of 
the  2d  of  January,  1876,  he  died  at  New  Bedford,  in 
the  house  in  which  he  had  enjoyed  for  more  than 
forty  years  the  rarest  domestic  felicity,  although  from 
it  again  and  again  beloved  children,  in  the  most  en- 
dearing stages  of  their  lives,  had  been  taken  by  the 
angel  of  death.  His  wife,  two  daughters,  and  tliree 
sons— Charles  Warren  Clifford,  Walter  Clifford,  both 
members  of  the  bar  of  Bristol  County,  and  Dr. 
Arthur  Clifford,  since  deceased — survived  him. 

The  following  tribute  to  Governor  Clifford  was  of- 
fered by  a  distinguished  statesman  of  Virginia  (the 
Hon.  Alelander  H.  H.  Stuart)  when  his  death  was 
announced  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Peabody 
trustees  at  the  White  Sulphur  Springs,  in  Virginia, 
in  August,  1876 : 

"There  was  a  quiet  dignity  and  grace  in  every 
movement,  and  his  countenance  beamed  with  intelli- 
gence and  benignity.  To  a  mind  of  great  power  he 
united  a  heart  which  throbbed  with  generous  im- 
pulses, and  a  happy  facility  of  expression  which  gave 
a  peculiar  charm  to  his  conversation.  There  was  a 
frankness  in  his  bearing  and  a  genial  urbanity  about 
him  which  at  once  commended  confidence  and  in- 
spired good  will.  Every  one  who  approached  him 
felt  attracted  by  a  species  of  personal  magnetism 
which  was  irresistible." 

This  biography  of  John  Henry  Clifford  would  be 
inadequate  as  a  testimonial  of  his  life  and  career  if 
it  did  not  include  a  statement  of  the  following  public 
demonstrations  iu  memory  of  him  which  upon  his 
death  emanated  from  the  political,  charitable,  literary, 
commercial,  and  professional  institutions  in  which  he 
had  exercised  conspicuous  and  beneficent  functions  : 


<*  WAMiKcrMv,  Jan.  S,  ISTS. 
**Th«  MmonnoMBMit  of  the  dMUi  of  your  noat  •xosllmt  r«th«r  l«  r»- 
MlY«d  wlUt  Ui«  d««pMt  fvgrtt.  Tk«  ouuutrjr  UmtB  a  guwl  Mn«l  fturm  man. 
The  Prwideut  tenden  hhi  slnoere  ooMdolenoe.    Be  Miured  of  aay  ayai- 
petiiy  and  ■orrow. 

''Hamiuom  Fim,  Bemtiurg  1/  floie. 
*'OHAmui  W.  Ounoio,  Xiq.,  New  Bedford.** 

JEcfraol AoM  Oammar  BMt  hMmgwl  Mmmf  to  Iht  LtgUUUmt  e/  Jfee- 

taakmHttif  Jam,  0, 1870. 

**  Nor  can  yoa  or  I  forget  that  even  now  the  earth  to  reoelHug  to  lie 
boeom  the  renuUns  of  a  past  chief  mafietrate  of  the  oomnouwealth, 
who  embodied  in  hie  oharecter  and  exempUfled  in  hie  Ufo  all  that  we 
reougniie  as  highest  and  noblest  in  the  nana  of  Christian  and  scholar, 
statesman,  gentieman,  and  fdeod.** 

**lM  SuiATi  or  MAMAOBOtBTTt,  Jan.  11,  ISTS. 
"The  commlUee  on  the  death  of  ex-OoYeruor  OUfluid,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  communication  of  His  Kxcellency  the  Oovemor,  report  the 
accompanying  rasolutfons: 

**  *  Bmoh0d,  That  in  the  death  of  John  Henry  aiflbrd,  ez-Goremor  of 
Massachusetts,  the  commonwealth  hss  lostone  of  its  most  nsoful,  aooooi- 
pUslied,  aud  dhiUoguiahed  dtiieus.  Whether  his  varied  and  well-tmiued 
powers  were  exerted  in  the  cause  of  educaUon  or  in  the  execution  of 
the  laws,  or  exerchwd  in  debate  in  either  branch  of  the  Legislature  of 
this  State,  or  tested  in  the  responsible  execuUve  duUes  devolving  upon 
him  as  the  chief  magistrate  of  thhi  commonwealth,  in  all  the  positions 
of  public  trust  he  so  worthily  filled  he  illustrated  the  ardor  of  hia  pa- 
triotism, the  vigor  of  his  intellectual  powers,  and  added  to  the  fiune  of 
the  State  which  uow  mourns  his  death  and  honors  his  memory.      • 

***IU$olvd^  That  bis  private,  no  less  than  his  pnbUc,  life  bora  testi- 
mony tu  the  whNlom,  strength,  beauty,  and  grace  of  his  personal  chanio> 
ter ;  dignified  without  austerity,  firm  and  decided  lu  his  convictions,  yet 
ouurteoos  aud  deferential  to  those  of  hhi  associatas,  with  a  powsr  to 
apply  his  varied  attainments  to  the  practical  affairs  of  businsss  life,  he 
added  to  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  his  fellow<iUiens  by  his  ser- 
vices and  counsel,  aud  thus  exemplified  the  peculiar  republican  sim- 
plicity of  our  systems  of  government,  which  rsoogulie  all  pnbllo  posi- 
tions as  temporary  trusts,  conferring  honor  only  upon  those  who  by 
wise  and  pure  administration  prove  themselves  worthy  Uie  no  leas 
honorable  duUea  of  private  life.* 

*'  lai  Skmatb,  Jan.  1 1 ,  1876. 

**  Adopted.    Sent  down  for  coucurrence. 

"8.N.Giriomn,  CIsr*. 


**  Concurred. 


"  House  or  BBPamiiTATtvtt,  Jan.  11, 1S76. 
**aK0BQa  A.  MAKDur,  CImrkV 


TribuU  of  au  2ViMf«sf  «/  Ike  Ptahodg  EdmeaUon  AmmI. 

**  Akmual  Mbbtinq, 
**  WuiTB  SULPUVB  Spbimos,  Aog.  6, 1S76. 

**The  following  resolutions,  proposed  by  Hon.  A.  U.  U.  Stuart,  of 
Virginia,  and  seconded  by  Qen.  Bichard  Tsylor,  of  Loulaiaoa,  were 
unanimously  adopted : 

***B9$oh9dt  That  we  have  heard  with  profound  sorrow  of  the  death, 
since  our  last  aunual  meeting,  of  Hon.  John  H.  Oilflbrd,  one  of  oar 
oriipual  trustees,  appulated  by  Mr.  Qeorge  Peabody  to  superintend  the 
administraUon  of  hii  munificent  donations  to  the  oauss  of  educMioa  in 
the  Southern  States.  We  feel  that  in  the  death  of  Qoveriior  ClUfurd  we 
have  lost  the  services  and  co-operation  of  one  of  the  muet  useful,  seal- 
ous,  and  efficient  members  of  our  body,  and  that  we  liave  been  deprived 
of  the  society  of  a  gentlotuan  whose  eminent  talents,  liberal  altaiunients, 
dignified  aud  aflkble  manners,  aud  genial  temper  were  aourct*  of  con- 
stant pleasure  to  all  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  thrown  lutii  inU- 
mate  associaUon  with  liim.  As  legislator,  attorney -general,  and  Gov- 
ernor of  Massachusetts,  he  gave  abundant  evidence  uf  hbi  wiedom,  legal 
aud  administrative  ability,  aud  euUgblened  patriotism.  As  a  sagMoious, 
energetic,  aud  public  spirited  citisen,  lie  contributed  largely  to  the  de- 
velopment of  the  material  iutereets  of  his  native  State.  And  in  his 
private  life  there  was  a  coutinual  exiiibltiou  of  those  manly  virtues  aud 
aUracUve  graces  wkiuli  dignify  aud  adorn  the  cliaructerof  the  Clu  istian 
gentleman. 

**  *  His  seat  at  our  board  has  been  loft  vacant.  The  places  that  have 
known  him  will  know  him  no  more.  He  has  gone  to  enjoy  Uie  reward 
of  a  well-epeut  life.  All  that  is  left  to  us  Is  the  memory  of  his  talents, 
his  eminent  public  services,  aud  bis  many  virtues. 
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** '  W«  bow  with  hnmble  rwfgnatton  to  the  will  of  Illin  In  whow  hands 
wn  the  iMiiee  of  life  and  death,  and  with  iorrownil  lieartR  we  now  de- 
■ire  to  inicrlbe  on  onr  records  this  Imperfect  tribute  of  reverence  and 
aHectlon  for  the  memery  of  our  deceased  aeeodnte  and  frirnd.* 

**  Gbobob  Picabody  Bvssbll,  Seertlarff,** 

**  9VA«I«  o/  Um  09«rmn  of  Harvard  UnUtenUg,  Jan.  20, 1870. 

**  In  the  death  of  our  late  associate,  John  H.  Clifford,  we  recoKnlie  the 
interruption  of  an  honorable,  nsefbl,  and  happy  life.  Born  In  another 
State,  he  attained  the  highest  ofllclal  station  In  our  commonwealth ; 
educated  In  another  unlTenlty,  he  presided  for  many  years  over  the 
Overseers  of  Harvard  ;  trained  to  the  law,  he  reached  Its  high  honors  a 
quarter  of  a  century  before  be  retired  fkom  practice  to  gain  equal  pre- 
eedeuoe  In  another  field  of  labor;  trusted  with  high  public  oflloes,  he 
held  In  private  social  fetation  an  equal  rank ;  and  whether  in  public  or 
In  private,  he  held  no  place  which  he  did  not  adequately  fill.  Adminis- 
tering the  affnirs  of  the  commonwealth  or  the  business  of  his  corpora- 
tion, he  was  wise  in  counsel,  conservative  In  action,  sklllfnl  In  dealing 
with  men.  Presiding  in  the  Senate  or  In  this  board,  we  well  know  his 
tact,  his  courtesy,  his  impartiality.  In  his  profMsion,  to  the  strength  of 
a  sound  mind  in  a  sound  body  he  did  not  disdain  to  add  the  grace  of 
dear  expression  and  of  silver  q>eech.  As  attorney-general,  he  gave  a 
dignity  to  tlie  ofllce  of  public  proeecotor,  which  in  his  hands  partook  of 
the  nature  of  Judicial  service.  In  private  life,  welcome  at  every  board, 
he  welcomed  his  fHends  to  his  own  with  a  broad,  free  hospitality.  Suc- 
cess waited  upon  deeert  throughout  his  life.  As  a  public  man,  no  malice 
assailed,  no  euvy  touched  him.  In  his  profenlon,  the  snccessrul  prose- 
cution of  a  great  criminal  In  a  oohm  dlihrt  gave  him  a  name  at  home 
and  abroad.  In  his  later  business  career,  he  loft  the  corporation  which 
he  had  in  charge  at  the  head  of  its  kind  ln,prosperlty,  and  gave  to  onr 
city  an  ornament  which  may  stand  as  a  monument  alike  of  his  good 
taste  and  his  good  Judgment.  His  gracs  of  manner,  the  expression  of  a 
kind  and  genial  nature,  attracted  hosts  of  friends,  whom  his  real  worth 
retained ;  and  In  tlie  sacred  circle  of  home  love  vras  given  and  returned 
witliont  stint  or  limit.  lie  carried  Into  public  and  business  life  the  high 
sense  of  honor  which  Is  too  often  left  at  the  home  threehold;  and  the 
State-House,  the  court-house,  and  the  railroad  felt  its  presence  and  Its  in- 
fluence. 

"Society  hss  lost  in  him  a  noble  gentleman,  the  State  a  useful  citisen, 
this  board  an  honored  member,  and  many  of  us  a  dear  IHend.** 

IVAale  of  tho  Bo*Um  amd  ProHdtneo  Raibroad  Cbrporation, 

**  At  a  mpeting  of  the  directors  of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad 
corporsllon,  i-alleil  for  We<lnesdey,  Jan.  12, 1870,  owing  to  the  death  of 
the  llou.  John  Hfiiry  Clinbrd,  the  iHte  president  of  the  company,  which 
occurred  suddenly  at  his  home  In  New  Bedford,  on  Sunday  morning,  Jan- 
uary 2d,  in  the  sixty-seventh  year  of  his  age,  the  following  rfsolutions 
wers  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  entered  upon  the  records.  The  acting 
president  was  requested  to  send  a  copy  to  Mr.  ClifTord's  ikmlly : 

'*In  the  death  of  their  president,  his  associate  directors  recognise  the 
loss  to  the  community— In  which  he  had  held  so  prominent  and  honor- 
able a  poeitlon  during  a  iieouliarly  active  and  useful  life— of  adistin- 
gnislied  chief  ronglstrate,  of  a  pnre,  able,  and  eloquent  public  servant 
in  the  Senate  and  the  forum,  of  a  valued  dtixen,  aud  of  a  most  genial, 
eultivatrd,  and  courteous  gentleman. 

**  His  presence  will  be  missed  lh>m  the  academic  exerdses  and  advldng 
coundl  of  onr  ndghboriug  university,  of  which  he  was  an  adopted  and 
fiivurite  son,  and  whose  honors  he  so  greatly  valued ;  from  the  list  of  the 
loyal  living  snns  of  his  own  cherished  Alma  Mater,  and  from  the  board 
of  trustees  who  were  charged  with  the  liberal  educational  bequest  of 
the  late  George  Pcabody. 

**  The  grief  of  the  house  of  mourning  for  its  beloved  bead  Is  known 
but  too  well. 

**The  general  government,  whose  proffers  of  diplomatic  life  he  felt 
obliged  to  decline,  the  commonwealth  and  the  bar,  with  many  learned 
bodies  of  which  he  was  a  member,  liave  already  offered  their  tributee 
to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Clifford ;  but,  as  Intimately  associated  with  him 
In  hfai  ofHcial  podtlon  as  preddent  of  this  corporation,  we  wish  to  make 
some  dmple  record  of  the  attadiment  and  bereavement  of  every  person 
connected  with  it. 

**Anditis  therefore 

**  Booohod,  Tliat  by  the  death  of  President  Clifford  the  stockholders 
of  the  Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  corporation  have  loet  the  services 
of  one  who  gave  of  the  best  years  of  his  life  to  their  Interests,  aud 
during  whose  admlnistrntion,  marked  as  It  was  by  enterprise,  discretion, 
and  a  conservative  llbftrallty,  ths  proqwrity  of  the  road  was  so  con- 
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**  Hon.  Qeorge  Mar^ton,  district  attumey,  presented  to  ths  court  the 
following  resiilutlons  of  ths  Bristol  County  bar: 

** '  Upon  the  decease  of  the  Hon.  John  Henry  Clifford,  it  Is  by  the  bar 
of  Bristol  County 

"  *  BeioltH'df  That  while  we  are  saddsned  by  the  affliction  which  has 
removed  from  our  sight  our  most  eminent  brother  and  leader,  our  recol- 
lection of  ills  professional  career  affords  the  highest  satisfaction.  His 
love  of  the  law,  as  the  chosen  pursuit  of  his  life,  was  sincere,  ardent,  con- 
trolllnfr,  and  unabated.  His  ability  was  unqusstioned  in  every  depart* 
ment  of  bis  profession.  His  learning  was  ample  and  his  skill  adequate 
to  every  exigency.  The  tone  of  his  practice,  whether  In  consultation  or 
In  his  addretses  to  the  Jnry  or  to  the  court,  was  always  in  accord  with 
the  purest  ethics.  His  fiddlty  to  his  client  and  his  causs  was  only 
equaled  by  his  fidelity  to  the  best  standards  of  honor  and  duty.  As  ths 
law  officer  of  the  commonwealth,  ha  added  dignity  to  tha  office  and  dis- 
tinction to  the  State.  The  fame  which  he  attained  as  a  lawyer  was  Ulns- 
trated  by  the  nobleet  qualities  of  perwnal  character.*  ** 

The  foregoing  biography  has  been  compoeed  mostly 
by  adopting,  in  substance  and  in  words,  parts  of  a 
memoir  prepared— agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Massachusetts  Historical  Society — ^by  Hon.  Robert  C. 
Winthrop,  who  became,  in  1836,  one  of  the  aides-de- 
camp of  Governor  Edward  Everett,  and  then  formed 
with  Col.  Clifford  ties  which  for  more  than  forty 
years  were  maintained  by  constant  correspondence 
and  familiar  friendship.  The  composer  of  this  biog- 
raphy is  one  who  regrets  that  the  necessary  limita- 
tions of  his  work  do  not  permit  him  to  do  justice  to 
the  charming  and  endearing  personality  of  John 
Henry  Clififord,  and  to  an  experience  of  his  abundant 
and  delicate  kindness  of  heart  during  more  than  thirty 
years  of  intimate  professional  and  affectionate  social 
intercourse  with  him. 

Joseph  Ricketson  Williams,  son  of  Richard  and 
Rebecca  (Smith)  Williams,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass., 
was  born  on  the*  14th  of  November,  1808,  and  was  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Edward  Winslow,  the. Puritan. 
Under  the  instruction  of  Luther  B.  Lincoln  he  was 
fitted  for  Harvard  at  the  Sandwich  Academy.  He 
gained  a  high  rank  of  scholarship,  and  graduated  with 
distinguished  honors  at  Cambridge  in  1881.  He  then 
entered  the  law -office  of  Hon.  John  Davis  in  Worces- 
ter, with  whom  he  completed  his  studies  for  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  After  his  admittance  to  the  bar,  he  was 
offered  a  partnership  with  Hon.  John  H.  Clifford,  of 
New  Bedford,  which  his  uncertain  state  of  health 
induced  him  to  decline,  and  he  relinquished  his  pro- 
fession, and  in  1885  he  accepted  the  agency  of  an 
extensive  New  England  company  for  investments  in 
Western  lands,  and  went  to  Toledo,  Ohio.  There  he 
built  the  American  Hotel,  and,  with  Mr.  Pierre  M. 
Irving,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  IbUdo  Blade^  and 
gave  it  its  significant  name.  In  1889  he  took  up  val- 
uable lands  on  St.  Joseph's  River  in  Michigan,  and 
built  a  fine  flouring  mill,  which  after  a  profitable 
business  of  several  years  was  destroyed  by  fire.  . 

From  1887  to  1858,  Mr.  Williams  was  largely  iden- 
tified with  the  political  interests  of  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan. Twice  a  candidate  for  the  United  States  Senate 
against  Gen.  Cass,  and  three  times  a  Whig  candidate 
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for  Congress,  owing  to  the  overwhelming  strength  of 
the  Democratic  party,  the  Whigs  were  successively 
defeated.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Convention  of  Michigan  in  1850.  In  1868  he 
returned  to  Toledo,  bought  out  the  Blade,  which  then 
became  the  sturdy  advocate  of  Republican  principles. 
It  nominated  Salmon  Chase  for  Oovemor  of  the  State, 
and  did  more  for  the  party  in  Northern  Ohio  than  all 
the  other  papers  in  the  State.  After  three  years  of 
editorial  labor  his  health  again  failed  him,  and  he 
accepted  at  the  hands  of  the  Michigan  Legislature  the 
presidency  of  the  Agricultural  College  of  Michigan  at 
Lansing.  Few  men  had  written  with  greater  ability 
on  agricultural  subjects,  and  he  was  marked  as  the 
most  suitable  person  to  inaugurate  this  experiment, 
the  first  of  its  kind  in  this  country. 

The  undertaking  prospered,  but  after  a  year  of 
laborious  exertion  he  was  forced  to  abandon  the  work 
and  seek  relief  in  Havana  and  the  Bermudas. 

He  returned  in  1860  improved  in  health,  and  was 
elected  to  the  Senate  of  Michigan,  which  body  elected 
him  president.  His  speeches  to  the  Senate  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  are  models  of  patriotism 
and  eloquence. 

Mr.  Williams  was  a  writer  of  great  power,  his  ideas 
comprehensive,  and  his  words  fitly  chosen.  He  was 
a  man  of  great  heart,  generous,  and  deeply  sensitive 
to  the  misfortunes  of  his  fellow-men.  In  social  life  he 
was  a  most  agreeable  companion,  full  of  intelligence, 
with  a  large  acquaintance  with  books  and  extensive 
literary  acquirement^,  which  served  to  adorn  his 
natural  powers  as  a  conversationalist.  The  precarious 
state  of  his  health  prevented  him  from  being  one  of 
the  men  of  mark  in  his  native  State,  and  returning  in 
a  large  measure  to  his  Alma  Mater' the  fruits  of  her 
planting. 

His  death  at  any  time  would  have  been  felt  as  a 
calamity,  but  it  happened  at  a  time  when  the  thoughts 
of  such  men  were  needed  to  give  tone  and  character 
to  the  public  acts  and  enterprises  of  the  age,  and  was 
felt  most  keenly  by  his  associates. 

Mr.  Williams  died  suddenly  on  the  16th  of  June, 
1861,  at  his  old  home  in  Constantine,  and  was  buried 
in  New  Bedford.  He  married  in  Buffalo,  in  1844, 
Sarah  Rowland  Langdon,  daughter  of  John  Langdon, 
and  granduiece  of  Oen.  John  Langdon,  of  New 
Hampshire. 

Hon.  Joshua  Clapp  Stonb,  a  son  of  Henry  B. 
and  Elizabeth  (Clapp)  Stone,  was  born  in  Boston  on 
the  28th  of  August,  1825.  His  father  was  cashier 
and  president  of  the  Suffolk  Bank.  He  lived  in 
Boston  till  1838,  and  was  there  a  pupil  of  Mr.  T.  B. 
Haywood.  At  an  academy  at  Leicester,  Mass.,  he 
prepared  for  Harvard  College,  which  he  entered  in 
1840.  He  was  a  diligent  student,  and  his  gentlemanly 
manners,  honorable  bearing,  sympathetic  nature,  and 
genial  ways  won  and  retained  the  universal  respect 
of  the  faculty  and  his  fellow-students.  After  his 
graduation  in  1844  he  entered  the  Dane  Law  School 


of  Harvard.  In  1846  he  entered  the  law-ofllce  of 
Col.  J.  H.  W.  Paige,  of  New  Bedfbrd,  remaining  there 
till  1868,  when  he  associated  himself  with  Judge 
Brigham,  of  the  same  city,  remaining  with  him  till 
Mr.  Brigham  was  appointed  to  the  bench,  when  he 
returned  to  Boston.  The  attractions  of  New  Bedford 
for  him  led  him  back  to  that  city  in  1862,  when  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  Hon.  W.  W.  Crapo, 
with  wh6m  he  remained  till  his  death.  He  was  at 
one  time  justice  of  the  Court  of  Insolvency  for  the 
county  of  Bristol.  In  1866  and  1867  he  represented 
the  Eleventh  Representative  District  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature. 

Sept.  17, 1860,  Mr.  Stone  married  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Nathaniel  and  Anna  Hatheway,  of  New  Bed- 
ford. He  died  in  that  city  Jan.  2,  1869,  leaving  a 
widow  and  five  children,  four  sons  and  a  daughter, 
all  of  whom  are  living.  Mr.  Stone  was  held  in  high 
esteem,  and  was  a  great  loss  not  only  to  his  family, 
but  to  the  social  and  business  community  and  to  the 
legal  profession.  As  a  counselor,  he  was  regarded  as 
honorable  and  upright;  as  an  advocate,  convincing, 
persuasive,  earnest,  and  logical ;  as  a  legislator,  pub- 
lic-spirited, zealous,  and  sincere.  His  ansociates  ot 
the  bar  had  a  high  appreciation  of  his  legal  knowledge 
and  keen  judgment ;  judges  before  whom  he  appeared 
showed  their  appreci&tion  of  his  manliness,  ability, 
and  sincerity ;  the  Legislature  felt  his  power,  and  was 
honored  and  strengthened  by  his  presence. 

Oliver  Prescott  is  now  the  oldest  lawyer  prac- 
ticing law  in  New  Bedford.  He  was  born  in  Mid- 
dlesex County,  Nov.  25, 1806,  was  educated  at  Har- 
vard College,  and,  aAer  teaching  at  the  Friends' 
Academy  in  New  Bedford,  and  studying  law  in  the 
law  school  at  Cambridge,  in  the  ofiSce  of  Lemuel  Wil- 
liams, Esq.,  of  New  Bedford,  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
at  the  June  term  in  1832.  He  was  appointed  judge 
of  probate  in  1885,  and  held  that  office  until  the  court 
was  abolished  in  1858.  He  was  in  1846  appointed 
judge  of  the  police  court  of  New  Bedford,  and  held 
that  ofilce  until  1858,  when  he  resigned. 

He  has  always  been  a  careful,  wise,  and  discreet  ad- 
viser, and  has  had  more  experience  in  probate  matters 
than  any  other  lawyer  in  this  county.  He  has  always 
had  the  confidence  and  regard  of  his  brethren  at  the 
bar,  and  is  now  held  in  much  esteem  by  all  classes  of 
the  citizens  of  New  Bedford  and  adjoining  towns. 

Hon.  Geouqe  Marston.— When  in  the  winter  of 
1868-69  the  members  of  the  New  Bedford  bar  stood 
around  the  open  grave  of  Joshua  C.  Stone,  paying 
the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  one  who  from  the  first 
rank  in  the  profession  had  just  passed  away  in  the 
fullness  of  his  great  powers,  the  thought  must  have 
passed  through  the  minds  of  many,  "  Who  will  fill 
his  place?"  The  older  members  of  the  bar  had  then 
all  either  passed  away,  retired  from  active  practice, 
or  gone  upon  the  bench,  and  while  others  were  dis- 
tinguished in  other  branches  of  the  profession  the 
mantle  of  leadership  in  the  courts  had  fallen  upon 
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Stone  and  Stetson.  To  this  high  position  made  va- 
cant by  the  death  of  Mr.  Stone  the  name  of  no  heir- 
apparent  appeared  upon  the  roll  of  the  New  Bedford 
bar,  which  at  this  time  was  very  limited  in  number, 
and  it  was  evident  that  Mr.  Stone's  successor  must  be 
found  elsewhere.  The  reputation  which  Qeorge  Mars- 
ton,  of  Barnstable,  then  district  attorney  for  the  South- 
ern District,  had  already  achieved  throughout  South- 
ern Massachusetts  determined  the  selection,  and  on 
Fob.  1,  18G0,  Mr.  Marston  removed  to  New  Bedford 
and  took  the  vacant  chair. 

J^orn  at  Barnstable,  Oct  15, 1821,  he  was  educated 
at  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  com- 
pleted his  professional  education  at  the  Harvard  Law 
School,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  September 
term,  1845.  But  no  adequate  conception  of  his  op- 
portunities in  the  preparation  for  his  professional  ca- 
reer would  be  gained  without  remembering  that  he 
had  the  good  fortune  to  sit  at  the  feet  of  Nynphas 
Marston,  his  uncle,  whose  influence,  inspired  by  the 
respect  and  affection  and  confidence  in  which  he  was 
held  by  the  people  of  his  county,  was  said  to  be  so 
great  that  a  Barnstable  Ck)unty  jury  could  not  give  a 
verdict  against  Nynphas  Marston,  and  it  was  un- 
doubtedly from  this  source  that  the  nephew  acquired 
those  chars cteristics  which,  on  a  wide  field,  enabled 
him  to  repeat  his  uncle's  experience.  While  a  resi- 
dent of  Barnstable  he  was,  from  March,  1858,  to  De- 
cember, 1854,  register  of  probate,  and  judge  of  probate 
from  1854  to  July  1,  1858.  For  nearly  twenty  years 
(January,  18G0-79)  he  held  the  office  of  district  at- 
torney for  the  Southern  District  with  such  marked 
ability  and  conscientious  devotion  to  its  delicate  and 
responsible  duties  that  when,  on  his  promotion  to  the 
office  of  attorney -general,  he  resigned  this  office  to 
which  he  had  been  seven  times  elected,  the  bar  of 
Bristol  united  in  a  public  testimonial  of  their  appre- 
ciation of  his  public  worth  and  distinguished  services. 
Entering  on  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  attorney- 
general  of  the  commonwealth,  January,  1879,  he 
was  three  times  re-elected,  aud  having  in  the  fall  of 
1882  declined  a  renomination,  he  closed,  in  January, 
188:i,  a  service  of  a  quarter  of  a  ceutury  as  a  prosecu- 
ting officer  with  a  record  of  unsullied  integrity,  great 
'ability,  and  the  affectionate  regard  of  all  classes  of 
people  rarely  equaled.  But  it  is  not  only  as  a  public 
officer  that  he  is  known  and  respected.  For  the  last 
fifteen  years  scarcely  a  cause  of  the  first  magnitude 
has  been  tried  on  the  civil  side  of  the  court  in  which 
Mr.  Marston  has  not  been  engaged,  and  in  which  his 
arguments  to  the  jury  have  been  masterpieces  of  fo- 
rensic ability.  Nor  has  his  work  been  confined  en- 
tirely to  the  strict  line  of  his  profession.  As  presi- 
dent of  the  Nantucket  and  Cape  Cod  Steamboat 
Company,  director  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Com- 
pany, the  Citizens'  National  Bank  of  New  Bedford, 
and  the  Quincy  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  he 
has  displayed  business  abilities  of  a  high  order. 

And  so  the  members  of  the  New  Bedford  bar  feel 
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that  the  question  which  was  in  their  minds  on  that 
beautiful  winter's  day  in  January,  1869,  has  been 
fully  answered,  and  that  with  untiring  energy  and 
pre-eminent  ability,  with  marvelous  resources  and 
quickness  in  their  use,  with  the  keenest  conception  of 
the  true  relation  of  facts  to  each  other,  with  an  un- 
limited fertility  of  expression  and  effective  and  per- 
suasive diction,  all  united  with  an  impressive  phy- 
sique, and  with  all  these  great  powers  held  in  place 
and  controlled  by  a  fullness  of  heart  which  has  won 
the  affection,  and  a  character  of  perfect  integrity 
which  has  commanded  the  respect,  of  all,  George 
Marston  has  worthily  and  completely  continued  the 
succession  of  the  leaders  of  the  bar  of  Southern  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Lincoln  Flago  Briqhah  was  bom  in  Cambridge 
(Port),  Mass.,  on  Oct.  4,  1819,  and  was  the  youngest 
of  six  children,  whose  parents  were  Lincoln  Brigham, 
son  of  Elijah  and  Ruth  (Taylor)  Brigham,  of  South- 
boro',  Mass.,  and  Lucy  (Forbes)  Brigham,  daughter  of 
Elisha  and  Hannah  (Flagg)  Forbes,  of  Westboro', 
Mass.  Lincoln  Brigham,  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  a  descendant  of  the  sixth  generation 
from  "  Thomas  Brigham,  who,  aged  thirty-two  years, 
embarked  at  London  for  New  England  April  18, 
1635,  in  the  ship  '  Susan  and  Ellyn,'  Edward  Payne, 
master,"  and  was  a  "  townsman"  of  Cambridge,  Mass., 
where  he  died  in  1858,  leaving  three  sons,  who  upon 
the  second  marriage  of  th^ir  mother  settled  in  Marl- 
boro', Mass.,  and  are  supposed  to  have  been  the  pro- 
genitors of  all  persons  in  the  United  States  bearing 
the  name  of  Brigham. 

Lincoln  F.  Brigham,  when  partially  fitted  for  col- 
lege, entered  the  counting-room  of  Samuel  Austin, 
Jr.,  a  distinguished  merchant  of  Boston,  engaged  in 
trade  with  Calcutta,  and  after  remaining  in  this  em- 
ployment between  two  and  three  years,  abandoned 
his  commercial  education  and  prepared  for  college 
under  the  private  tuition  of  Bev.  David  Peabody,  the 
husband  of  his  eldest  sist«r,  and  afterwards  Professor 
of  Belles-Lettres  and  Rhetoric  in  Dartmouth  College ; 
entered  in  1838,  and  graduated  from  Dartmouth 
College  in  1842.  He  immediately  upon  leaving  col- 
lege entered  the  Dane  Law  School  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity, and  there  remained  until  January,  1844, 
when  he  entered  as  a  student  of  law  the  office  of  Clif- 
ford (John  H.)  &  Colby  (Harrison  0.  O.)  at  New 
Bedford,  and  there  studied  law  until  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Bristol  County, 
at  New  Bedford,  June  term,  1845.  H.  O.  0.  Colby 
having  a  month  previously  been  appointed  k  justice 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Mr.  Cliffbrd,  on  July 
1, 1845,  received  Mr.  Brigham  into  a  partnership  with 
him  in  the  practice  of  law,  which  continued  until 
Mr.  Clifford  became  Governor  of  Massachusetts  in 
1858,  when  he  appointed  Mr.  Brigham  to  the  office  of 
district  attorney  of  the  Southern  District  of  Massa- 
chusetts, comprising  the  counties  of  Bristol,  Barn- 
stable, Nantucket,  and  Duke's. 
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On  Oct  20, 1847,  Lincoln  F.  Brigbam  married  Eliza 
Endicott  Swain,  only  daughter  of  Thomas  Swain,  of 
New  Bedford,  and  ion  of  Thaddeus  and  Buth  (Hua- 
•ey)  Swain,  both  natives  of  Nantucket,  and  Sylvia 
(Perry)  Swain,  of  New  Bedford,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Samuel  and  Sylvia  (Clapp)  Perry,  and  their  children 
are  four  sons. 

Mr.  Brigbam  held  the  office  of  district  attorney  of 
the  Southern  District,  under  his  original  appointment, 
until  1856,  when,  that  office  becoming  elective,  be  was 
elected  to  and  continued  in  it  until  he  was  appointed 
in  1869  by  Qovemor  N.  P.  Banlcs,  upon  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Superior  Court,  to  be  one  of  its  asso- 
ciate justices,  and  served  in  that  office  until  on  Jan. 
28,  1869,  upon  the  promotion  of  Seth  Ames,  chief 
justice  of  the  Superior  Court  to  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  Governor  William  Cbaflin  appointed  Judge 
Brigbam  to  the  chief  justiceship  of  the  Superior  Court, 
and  he  is  now  in  that  office.  Judge  Brigbam  resided 
in  New  Bedford  from  1844  to  1860,  in  Boston  from 
1860  to  1866,  and  from  1866  to  this  time  in  Salem, 
Essex  Co.,  Maas.  Judge  Brigbam  has  never  held  or 
been  a  candidate  for  any  political  office. 

Judge  Brigham's  career  has  been  one  of  constant 
success ;  whether  at  the  bar  pleading  for  his  client, 
or  as  public  prosecutor  enforcing  the  criminal  laws  of 
the  commonwealth,  or  upon  the  bench  holding  with 
absolute  impartiality  the  scales  of  justice,  he  has  won 
the  unqualified  approval' of  all  with  whom  he  has 
been  associated.  But,  better  even  than  this,  his  per- 
fect mental  and  moral  integrity,  born  of  a  conscience 
which  palliates  no  deviation  from  the  highest  and 
most  exacting  standard  of  duty,  has  won  for  his  pro- 
fessional and  judicial  life  the  respect  and  admiration 
of  every  class  of  men ;  while  his  courtesy  and  be- 
nignity, beaming  from  a  face  of  wonderful  attractive- 
ness, have  made  Lowell's  lines  as  true  of  him  as  they 
were  of  Agassis,  that 

**  Wb«rt*«r  bt  ntt » itrMiger, 
Tbtr*  bt  l«fk  »  Mrad.'* 

.  AuLHSBN  BoBDBN,  the  present  judge  of  the  Third 
District  Court  of  Bristol,  holden  at  New  Bedford, 
was  bom  in  Tiverton,  B.  I.  (now  Fall  River)  in  1828. 
He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Eliot  A  Kasson,  in 
New  Bedford,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June, 
1849.  He  has  been  one  of  the  School  Committee  of 
New  Bedford  a  number  of  years,  was  a  member  of 
the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives,  was  as- 
sistant- assessor  under  the  internal  revenue  law  in 
1864,  was  judge  of  the  police  court,  and  became  judge 
of  the  present  District  Court,  which  office  he  now 
holds.  He  was  mayor  of  New  Bedford  in  1877  for 
one  year*   : 

Edwik  Luther  Barney  was  born  in  Swansea,  in 
this  commonwealth,  on  the  1st  day  of  April,  a.d. 
1827.  His  father  was  Capt.  Edwin  Barney,  son  of 
the  reputed  ship-builder,  Moses  Barney.  At  a  very 
early  age  his  father  died,  and  his  mother  was  left  with 


three  small  children,  our  subject  being  the  eldest,  un- 
der the  age  of  seven  years. 

At  nine  years  of  age  Mr.  Barney  left  his  home  to 
get  his  own  livelihood,  and  from  nine  to  sixteen  years 
of  age  worked  upon  a  farm  for  his  living,  going  to 
school  winters,  some  four  months  each  year.  After 
about  sixteen  years  of  age  be  worked  upon  a  farm 
and  went  to  academic  schools  in  the  fall  with  the 
earnings  of  the  same,  and  in  the  winters  went  to 
school,  doing  chores  for  his  board,  and  thus  acquired 
a  sufficient  education  to  pass,  in  the  fall  of  1846,  ad- 
mission to  Brown  University.  In  March,  1849,  he 
came  to  New  Bedford,  where  he  has  since  resided, 
and  entered  the  law-office  of  the  late  Timothy  G.  Cof- 
fin, and  in  October,  I860,  was  admitted  before  the  full 
court  to  practice  law  in  the  courts  of  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  Barney  soon  aflerwards  entered  into  partnership 
with  Mr.  Coffin,  and  from  November,  1850,  to  Janu- 
ary, 1853,  the  firm  was  Coffin  A  Barney.  Then  Mr. 
Barney  at  his  request  withdrew  from  the  firm  and 
commenced  tlie  practice  of  the  law  alone,  and  from 
that  date  to  tliis  time  has  been  engaged  in  all  the 
various  branches  of  his  profession.  He  is  now  in  the 
prime  of  life,  with  all  the  vigor  of  a  man  of  thirty 
years  of  age.    Democratic  in  politics. 

Robert  C.  Pitman  is  a  native  of  New  Bedford. 
He  came  to  the  bar  in  1847 ;  was  a  partner  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  with  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  then  a  leading 
lawyer  in  New  Bedford.  He  was  a  judge  of  the 
Police  Court  of  New  Bedford  for  several  years ;  then 
he  went  to  the  State  Senate,  where  be  proved  to  be  a 
leading  man.  He  was  an  active  temperance  worker 
and  legislator,  and  then  he  worked  his  way  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  He  has 
an  excellent  judicial  mind,  and  is  in  every  way  quali- 
fied for  the  highest  court  of  the  commonwealth. 
Judge  Pitman  is  a  hard  student  and  honest  thinker 
not  only  in  law,  but  in  all  questions  of  interest  to 
humanity. 

Hon.  William  W.  Crapo,  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  Massachusetts  bar,  was  bom  in  Dart- 
mouth, Bristol  Co.,  May  16, 1880. 

He  was  educated  at  the  public  schools  in  New  Bed- 
ford, prepared  for  college  at  Phillips  Academy, 
Andover,  and  subsequently  entered  Yale,  where  he 
graduated  in  1852.  Having  decided  upon  the  legal 
profession  as  his  life-work,  he  commenced  the  study 
of  the  law  in  the  office  of  the  late  Covernor  Clifford 
at  New  Bedford,  and  also  attended  the  Dane  Law 
School  at  Cambridge.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
February,  1855,  and  commenced  practice  in  New  Bed- 
ford, where  he  has  since  resided.  In  April  following 
his  admission  to  the  bar  he  was  appointed  city  solic- 
itor, which  office  he  held  twelve  years. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Crapo  entered  the  political  arena, 
making  his  first  speeches  for  John  0.  Fremont,  the 
first  candidate  of  the  liepublican  party  for  President. 
In  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  he  was  elected  to 
the  Massachusetts  House  of  Representatives,  and  the 
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following  year^  1857,  he  was  BoHcited  to  become  the 
candidate  of  his  party  for  State  senator,  which  prof- 
fered honor  he  declined. 

Not  only  did  Mr.  Crapo  soon  secure  a  leading  posi- 
tion at  the  bar,  but  he  won  in  an  especial  manner  the 
confidence  of  the  citizens  of  New  Bedford.  All  move- 
ments tending  to  advance  the  interests  of  New  Bed- 
ford have  found  in  him  an  earnest  supporter.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  commission  on  the  introduction  of 
water,  and  from  1866  to  1876  was  chairman  of  the 
water  board. 

In  all  positions  where  business  capacity,  good 
judgment,  and  executive  ability  are  needed  his  ser- 
vices are  always  in  request.  As  guardian  or  trustee 
for  the  management  of  estates,  his  high  character  and 
business  talent  brought  to  him  the  tender  of  more 
business  than  he  could  possibly  undertake.  In  the 
larger  field  of  business  enterprise  and  the  manage- 
ment of  financial  affairs,  his  peculiar  endowments 
and  his  entire  trustworthiness  have  been  fully  recog- 
nized for  many  years.  He  has  been  for  twelve  years 
the  president  of  the  Mechanics'  National  Bank  of 
New  Bedford,  is  a  trustee  in  one  savings-bank  and 
is  solicitor  for  several  others.  He  is  a  director  in  the 
Potamska  Mills  and  the  Wamsutta  Mills  corpora- 
tions and  other  manufactories,  and  is  associated  in 
the  management  of  several  railroad  corporations. 
He  is  a  prominent  manufacturer  of  lumber,  and  has 
interests  in  shipping.  In  his  profession  he  is  pre- 
eminently a  business  lawyer,  being  familiar  with 
large  commercial  transactions  in  all  their  bearings. 
With  the  insurance  business  he  has  been  familiar 
from  a  boy  in  his  father's  ofiice,  and  was  for  many 
years  a  director  in  one  of  the  old  New  Bedford  com- 
panies. He  is  also  president  of  the  Flint  and  Pdre 
Marquette  Railroad  in  Michigan,  a  part  of  which  was 
organized  and  begun  through  his  father's  efforts. 

Mr.  Crapo  is  a  scholarly  man  of  great  mental  grasp, 
industry,  and  energy,  which  have  enabled  him  to 
master  and  successfully  carry  through  in  all  their 
detail  the  duties  devolved  upon  him  by  so  many 
varied  interests. 

He  was  elected  as  a  representative  to  the  Forty- 
fourth  Congress  to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  was  re-elected 
to  the  Forty-fifth,  Forty-sixth,  and  Forty-seventh 
Congresses,  declining  in  1882  to  longer  be  a  candi- 
date. Mr.  Crapo  early  took  a  prominent  position  in 
Congress,  and  in  the  Forty-fifth  Congress  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  in  the 
Forty-sixth  was  in  the  Committee  on  Banking  and 
Currency. 

In  the  Forty-seventh  Congress  he  was  chairman  of 
the  same  committee,  and  excited  the  admiration  of 
the  business  men  of  the  country  by  his  skillful  man- 
agement of  the  bill  for  extending  the  charters  of  the 
national,  banks,  a  bill  which  was  successfully  carried 
through  under  his  leadership  in  spite  of  all  obstacles. 
In  the  tariff"  legislation,  through  which  the  tax  on  the 
capital  and  deposits  of  banks  and  bankers  was  re- 


moved, Mr.  Crapo's  familiarity  with  the  subject  was 
of  great  service,  and  secured  the  direct  application  of 
the  law  to  the  national  banks.  Other  prominent  ser- 
vices might  be  recalled  if  the  limits  of  this  sketch  did 
not  prevent.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  his  value  as 
a  legislator  was  recognized  and  highly  appreciated, 
not  only  by  his  constituents,  who  knew  the  man,  but 
by  the  country. 

P.  C.  Headley,  in  his  ''Public  Men  of  To-Day,"  in 
speaking  of  Mr.  Crapo,  says,  "  At  the  age  of  fifty  Mr. 
Crapo  finds  himself  well  started  in  political  life,  in 
the  full  maturity  of  his  powers,  and  possessing  what 
some  politician  has  so  neatly  termed  '  the  pecuniary 
basis.'  In  person  he  strongly  resembles  his  father,  a 
man  of  keenly  intellectual  physiognomy.  The  family 
is  of  French  origin,  regarding  which  there  is  a  ro- 
mantic tradition.  Both  father  and  son  have  a  type  of 
face  which  is  French  rather  than  English.  The  strong 
mental  as  well  as  physical  resemblance  of  the  son  to 
the  father  is  a  striking  illustration  of  Oalton's  doctrine 
of  heredity." 

Politically,  Mr.  Crapo  is  a  Republican,  and  his  po- 
litical instincts  are  liberal  and  progressive.  He  is  an 
exceptionally  able  legislator,  and  one  of  the  most 
honored  citizens  of  the  commonwealth. 

The  degree  of  LL.D.  was  conferred  upon  him  by 
Yale  College  in  1882. 

Jan.  22, 1867,  Mr.  Crapo  united  in  marriage  with 
Sarah  Ann  Davis  Tappan,  daughter  of  Oeorge  and 
Serena  Davis  Tappan,  and  their  children  are  Henry 
Howland  Crapo,  born  Jan.  81,  1862,  now  in  senior 
class  (1888)  at  Harvard  University,  and  Stanford  Tap- 
pan  Crapo,  born  June  18, 1866,  now  in  the  freshman 
class  (1886)  of  Yale  Collie. 

Thomas  M.  Stetson.— Mr.  Stetson,  son  of  the  late 
Rev.  Caleb  Stetson,  of  Medford,  Mass.,  was  born  in 
that  town  June  16, 1830.  He  graduated  from  Har- 
vard University  in  1849,  and  studied  law  at  the  Dane 
Law  School,  Cambridge,  and  in  New  Bedford.  In 
1864,  immediately  upon  his  admission  to  the  bar,  he 
was  invited  to  join  one  of  the  oldest  law-offices  in  the 
State,  established  more  than  half  a  century  ago  in 
New  Bedford  by  the  late  Hon.  Lemuel  Williams  and 
Judge  Charles  Henry  Warren.  Later  the  style  of  the 
firm  was  Warren  &  Eliot  (the  late  Hon.  Thomas  D.), 
and  in  1864  it  was  Eliot  &  Pitman  (now  Judge  Robert 
C).  Mr.  Eliot's  absence  much  of  the  time  in  Con- 
gress created  the  need  of  an  additional  partner,  and 
the  firm  became  Eliot,  Pitman  &  Stetson,  continu- 
ing a  few  years  till  the  withdrawal  of  Judge  Pitman, 
when  it  became  Eliot  &  Stetson,  and  so  remained 
until  the  death  of  Mr.  Eliot  in  1870.  The  firm  now 
is  Stetson  &  Greene  (Francis  B.). 

Mr.  Stetson  at  once  took  high  rank  at  the  bar.  The 
law  never  had  occasion  to  be  jealous  of  him,  for  she 
never  had  a  more  faithful  and  devoted  lover.  Nothing 
has  been  allowed  to  interfere  with  his  legal  studies, 
and  as  a  pure  lawyer,  in  mastery  of  the  law,  great 
principles,  in  affluence  of  legal  and  other  learning,  in 
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exhaustive  preparation  of  his  cases,  and  in  their  clear 
and  lucid  presentation  to  the  courts,  he  has  no  superior 
in  Southern  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Stetson  was  married  in  1856  to  Caroline  Dawes 
Eliot,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Thomas  Dawes 
Eliot. 

Adah  Mackie  is  a  Scotchman  by  birth,  and  in- 
herits a  Scotch  constitution.  He  is  now  about  sixty 
years  of  age.  He  began  life  a  poor  boy,  rose  by  his 
own  exertions  to  become  a  lawyer,  and  for  some 
twenty  years  had  a  large  and  lucrative  law  practice, 
especially  in  the  admiralty  courts.  He  often  ex- 
hibited considerable  skill  in  the  conducting  of  cases 
before  Judge  Sprogen.  His  social  qualities  made  him 
acceptable  and  welcome,  and  he  was  always  so  will- 
ing to  aid  another  that  none  can  say  aught  against 
him.  He  has  not  been  in  the  practice  for  some  ten 
years  past,  and  has  lost  his  health. 

A,  L,  West  was  for  some  years  in  practice  with  Mr. 
Mackie,  but  died  some  fifteen  years  ago  with  con- 
sumption. He  was  a  pleasant  and  agreeable  man. 
He  was  a  good  lawyer  and  safe  counselor. 

Lemuel  Tripp  Wilcox  was  bom  in  Fairhaven, 
in  the  county  of  Bristol,  in  August,  1885,  was  edu- 
cated at  Yale  College,  and  graduated  in  1860. 

He  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Eliot  &  Stetson,  in  the 
city  of  New  Bedford,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
June,  1862.  He  quickly  rose  in  his  profession,  and 
was  early  in  good  position,  and  is  now  a  leading  law- 
yer at  the  bar  of  this  county.  His  addresses  to  the 
jury  and  the  court  are  always  full  of  fine  sentences, 
clothed  in  the  most  polished  words.  He  is  now  in 
active  practice,  and  in  the  very  prime  of  life. 

Charles  W.  Clifford,  son  of  John  H.  and 
Sarah  Parker  (Allen)  Clifford,  was  born  Aug.  19, 
1844,  at  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  where  he  was  fitted  for 
Harvard  College  at  the  old  '*  Friends'  Academy," 
then  in  charge  of  the  late  T.  Prentiss  Allen. 

Entering  college  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  soon 
won  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  instructors,  as  well 
as  his  fellows,  and  after  having  borne  a  prominent 
part  in  all  the  literary  and  social  enterprises  of  his 
time,  graduated  with  Kill  honors  in  July,  1866. 

Never,  from  his  earliest  years,  having  had  a  doubt  as 
to  the  choice  of  a  profession,  he  at  once  began  the  study 
of  the  law,  which  he  pursued  under  instruction  from 
Hon.  E.  H.  Bennett,  of  Taunton;  Hon.  John  C. 
Dodge,  of  Boston,  and  at  the  Harvard  Law  School, 
and  after  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  New  Bedford 
at  the  June  term,  1868,  began  practice  in  the  office 
formerly  occupied  by  his  father.  Here  he  practiced 
alone  until  February,  1869,  when  the  firm  of  Marston 
&  Crapo  was  formed,  of  which  he  continued  a  mem- 
ber until  its  dissolution  in  April,  1878,  since  when  he 
has  been  an  active  partner  of  the  firm  of  Crapo,  Clif- 
ford A  Clifford,  one  of  two  firms  formed  principally 
firom  the  members  of  the  old  firm  of  Marston  &  Crapo. 

On  May  6,  1869,  he  married  Frances  Lothrop, 
daughter  of  Charles  L.  and  Elizabeth  T.  Wood,  of 


New  Bedford,  who  died  April  28, 1872,  and  on  March 
15, 1876,  he  married  Wilhelmina  H.,  daughter  of  the 
late  Governor  Crapo,  of  Michigan,  and  sister  of  his 
partner,  Hon.  William  W.  Crapo. 
.  While  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Marston  &  Crapo, 
he  was  constantly  associated  as  junior  counsel  with 
Hon.  George  Marston  in  the  trial  of  important  causes, 
the  preparation  of  which  was  frequently  intrusted  to 
him,  and  the  training  and  valuable  experience  de- 
rived from  this  association  soon  bore  its  fruit  in  the 
recognition  of  a  legal  ability  of  a  higli  order,  and  a 
maturity  of  thought  and  judgment  which  rendered 
him  a  wise  and  valued  counselor,  and  which  led  to 
his  appointment  as  one  of  the  commissioners  to  re- 
vise the  judiciary  system  of  the  commonwealth  in 
1876,  an  appointment  received  by  the  profession  sm 
one  eminently  fit  to  be  made. 

Loyal  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  earnest  and  energetic  in  maintaining  its  integ- 
rity and  influence,  he  has  ever  been  found  in  the 
front  rank  of  its  active  supporters,  and  several  times 
as  chairman  of  the  Republican  City  Committee  of 
New  Bedford,  as  delegate  to  and  assist^mt  secretary 
of  the  Republican  National  Convention  at  Chicago 
in  1880,  later  as  a  member  of  the  Republican  State 
Central  Committee  of  Massachusetts,  and  as  manager 
of  the  campaign  of  Hon.  William  W.  Crapo  for  the 
gubernatorial  nomination  in  1882,  has  shown  a  readi- 
ness and  ability  to  do  whatever  should  be  required  of 
him  as  a  supporter  of  Republican  principles,  and  in 
these  various  positions  has  rendered  valuable  service 
to  his  party. 

His  association  with  the  late  Charles  L.  Wood,  his 
father-in-law  and  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of 
New  Bedford,  following  upon  an  early  inculcation  of 
business  habits  and  methods  by  his  distinguished 
father,  enabled  him  to  obtain  a  practical  education  in 
affairs  such  as  is  acquired  by  few  lawyers,  and  this, 
coupled  with  a  natural  aptitude  for  business  questions, 
has  not  only  secured  for  him  many  clients  among  the 
business  institutions  of  New  Bedford,  but  has  been 
the  means  of  his  aid  and  counsel  being  much  sought 
for  in  the  organization  of  new  enterprises  and  in  the 
conduct  and  direction  of  those  already  established. 
He  has  also  charge  of  many  public  and  private  trusts, 
and  his  position  at  the  bar  and  in  affairs  of  business 
is  thoroughly  established  and  secure. 

Mr.  Clifford's  success  as  a  lawyer  is  due  not  less  to 
his  natural  and  acquired  ability  than  to  the  fact  that 
his  sphere  of  life  was  determined  by  himself  and  his 
parents  from  the  beginning,  and  it  may  be  truly  said 
that  he  commenced  the  study  of  his  profession  in  his 
earliest  boyhood.  To  a  clear,  discriminating,  and  ca- 
pacious mind  and  the  results  of  earnest  study  under 
the  best  teachers  he  adds  an  enthusiastic  love  of  the 
law,  most  vigorous  and  efficient  action  in  the  under- 
standing of  his  causes,  scrupulous  fidelity  to  his 
clients  in  all  emergencies,  and  a  chivalrous  sense  of 
professional  and  personal  honor. 
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Among  the  younger  members  of  the  bar  he  pre^ 
serves  all  the  freshness  and  humor  of  boyhood,  and 
among  the  seniors  he  sustains  the  dignity  of  a  recog- 
nized equal,  and  his  social  qualities  render  him  a  most 
delightful  companion  and  friend. 

Wendell  H.  Cobb  was  born  at  Sandwich  in  1888. 
He  is  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Asahel  Ck)bb,  was  educated 
at  Dartmouth  College,  and  graduated  in  1861,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1865.  He  was  a  law  part- 
ner with  Marston  Sc  Crapo  until  that  firm  was  dis- 
solved. He  is  now  associated  with  Mr.  Marston,  the 
firm  being  Marston  &  Cobb.  He  is  a  good  lawyer  and 
safe  counselor. 

HosEA  M.  Knowlton,  the  present  district  attor- 
ney for  the  Southern  District  of  Massachusetts,  was 
born  in  Durham,  in  the  State  of  Maine,  May  20, 1847. 
He  was  educated  at  Tuft's  College,  graduating  in  the 
class  of  1867.  He  studied  law  in  the  ofiice  of  the 
Hon.  Edwin  L.  Barney,  in  New  Bedford,  and  at  Har- 
vard Law  School,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  upon 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Barney  at  the  Supreme  Court  in 
June,  1870.  He  had  an  ofiSce  in  Boston  for  one  year, 
and  in  1872  returned  to  New  Bedford  and  entered  the 
ofiSce  of  Mr.  Barney,  and  from  the  year  1872  to  1879 
was  a  partner  with  Mr.  Barney.  He  was  in  1876 
elected  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Massa- 
chusetts from  New  Bedford,  and  also  for  the  year 
1877,  and  the  following  years,  1878  and  1879,  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Senate.  In  February,  1879,  he 
was  appointed  district  attorney  (to  fill  the  place  of 
the  Hon.  George  Marston,  who  had  been  elected  to 
the  office  of  attorney-general),  which  office  Mr.^ 
Knowlton  now  holds.  He  is  an  excellent  advocate 
and  wise  counselor. 

The  present  members  of  the  bar  in  New  Bedford  are 
as  follows : 


Almj,  Edward  C. 
Bftmvj,  Edwin  L. 
Bartlett,  rredviick  C.  8. 
Bon  lie  J,  Charles  T. 
Bontoo,  Alanwn. 
Clark,  A.  Edwin. 
Clifford,  aiarles  W. 
Gllflord,  Walter. 
Codd,  Thomas  A. 
Cbbb,  Waudrll  H. 
Collint,  Albert  B. 
Crapo,  Wlllinm  W. 
Dcmnond,  Tlinmas  F. 
DeToll,  Daniel  T. 
DougliiM,  Kdwin  A. 
Femenden,  Cliarlee  B.  H. 
Gllllngham,  Jnine«  L. 
Ooodepeed,  Alexiinder  M. 
Graeoe,  Francis  B. 


Holmes,  Lemuel  L.  B. 
Hopkins,  Frederic  8. 
Johnson,  William  H. 
Knowlton,  Hosea  M. 
Lnce,  Edward  J. 
Mackle,  Adam. 
Marston,  George. 
Himken,Frank  A. 
Palmer,  George  H. 
Parker,  William  C. 
Perry,  Arthur  E. 
Pierce,  John  K. 
Pierce,  Philip. 
Prescott,  Oliver. 
Smith,  Wlllinm  B. 
Stetson,  Thomas  M. 
Snllarou,  Manuel. 
Tnppan,  Francis  W. 
Wilcox,  Lemuel  T. 


Taunton.' —Hon.  Samuel  White,  the  youngest 
of  eight  children  of  Samuel  and  Ann  (Bingley)  White, 
was  born  in  Weymouth,  April  2, 1710,  and  graduated 
from  Harvard  College  in  1731,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one. 


The  following  notices  of  members  of  the  legal  profession  in  Taunton 
were  prepared  hjr  Rer.  8.  Hopkins  Emery. 


He  was  a  great-grandson  of  Thomas  White,  early  at 
Weymouth,  whose  son  Joseph  married,  Sept.  19, 1660, 
Lydia  Rogers,  and  was  the  father  of  Samuel,  bom 
Feb.  14, 1666.  Anna,  sister  of  Samuel,  the  subject  of 
this  notice,  was  the  first  wife  of  William  Wilde,  whose 
only  child,  Daniel  Wilde,  married  Anna  Sumner,  and 
was  the  father  of  Hon.  Samuel S.  Wilde,  justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts. 

Hon.  Samuel  White  has  the  honor  of  leading  the 
profession  of  law  in  Taunton  in  the  order  of  time  cer^ 
tainly.  No  other  name  is  recorded  before  him.  Bey. 
Mr.  Danforth  "  was  no  contemptible  lawyer"  in  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Baylies,  and  there  were  other  men  in 
all  the  generations  who  could  do  "  law  business,"  but 
to  Mr.  White  has  generally  been  assigned  the  proud 
position  of  the  "  first  Taunton  lawyer."  His  contem- 
poraries, as  Mr.  Alger  suggests  in  a  valuable  article 
in  the  "  Collections  of  the  Old  Colony  Historical  So- 
ciety," 1879,  were  Elkanah  Leonard,  of  Middlebor- 
ough ;  Stephen  Paine,  of  Bristol,  some  years  judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas ;  Timothy  Buggies,  of 
Sandwich,  and  James  Otis,  of  Barnstable,  the  father 
of  the  distinguished  patriot  bearing  that  name.  It  is 
not  quite  certain  when  Mr.  White  commenced  prac- 
tice in  Taunton,  but  probably  not  far  from  1789.  In 
1744  he  was  commissioned  as  justice  of  the  peace  for 
Bristol  County.  In  1746,  when  the  courts  first  began 
their  sessions  in  Taunton,  he  was  appointed  king's 
attorney  of  the  Court  of  Sessions,  holding  the  ap- 
pointment till  death.  Mr.  White  represented  Taun- 
ton in  the  General  Court  in  the  years  1749-^8, 1766- 
59, 1764-65 ;  acted  as  Speaker  of  the  House  in  1769, 
1764-65,  and  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Council  in 
1767-69. 

He  had  the  honor  of  presiding  over  the  House 
during  the  period  of  the  Stamp  Act,  when  Otis  and 
Adams  were  members  and  made  their  names  famous 
in  American  history.  It  was  the  circular  signed  by 
him  as  Speaker  which  led  to  the  first  Congress,  as- 
sembled at  New  York  in  1766.  Thus  the  initiatory 
steps  towards  the  American  Bevolution  were  taken  by 
him,  whose  death  occurred  the  20th  of  March,  1769. 
The  following  inscription  is  found  on  the  slab  which 
marks  the  place  of  his  burial  on  the  "  Plain :" 

**  In  memorj 

of 

The  Hon.  Samuel  White,  Ksq., 

Oolonel 

of 

a  foot  regiment  of  Militia, 

Barrister  at  law, 

and 

Member  of  the  Hon.  his  Mi^esty**  Oouncfl, 

who 

hartng  been  often  delegated  to  the  ofllee  of  goreroment, 

faithfully  sorved  his  Ood,  his  King,  and  his  oonntrj, 

and  exhibiting,  thro*  an  unspotted  course  of  lifr, 

the  Tirtues  of  a  patriot,  the  ftiend  A  the  CSirlstian, 

fell  asleep  In  Jesus 

March  20,  MDCCLXIX., 

In  the  LIX. 

f  eiir  of  his  age. 
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Tbli  hmttUe  Hob*,  miiaU  trilnilt  of  tbtir  pniM^ 

LMMMttd  ■had*  1  thy  wMplag  oflbpring  nim. 

Oh  I  white  th«lr  ftiolatopt  hanot  j*  hallowtd  thrUM, 

May  Mioh  Mr  bcMioh  iboot  fartlU  «■  y*  vina. 

Hot  with  thy  dual  ba  hart  thy  Tlrtaes*  tomb. 

But  brightaaiof  11111,  aacb  Kraca  tnuiaplantad  bloom; 

StrOi  aooa,  and  danghtan  ahara  allka  raitowo, 

Applandlng  angala,  a  calattlal  cruwo.** 

Mr.  White  married  in  November,  1785,  Pradence, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Williams,  of  Taunton,  and  had 
the  following. children:  (1)  Experience,  born  1738, 
and  married  to  Hon.  Gkorge  Leonard,  LL.D. ;  (2) 
Anna,  born  1741,  and  married  to  Hon.  Daniel  Leon- 
ard; (8)  Bathsheba,  born  1746,  and  married  to  the 
Hon.  William  Baylies,  M.D. 

The  White  homestead  was  on  the  old  road  to  the 
Weir,  now  Somerset  Avenue,  not  far  from  the  inter- 
section of  White  Street 

Madame  Prudence  White  lies  buried  by  the  side  of 
her  husband,  with  the  following  affectionate  tribute 
to  her  memory :  "  In  early  life  she  was  a  firm  believer 
in  the  Christian  religion,  and  lived  in  the  practice  of 
its  precepts.  By  her  amiable  disposition  she  secured 
the  esteem  of  all  that  knew  her.  With  a  conscience 
pure,  and  a  constitution  rendered  excellent  by  tem- 
perance and  regularity,  she  reached  the  ninety-eighth 
year  of  her  age,  and  relying  on  the  mercy  of  her  God, 
she  calmly  fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  June  VIIL,  Anno 
Domini  1808." 

Hon.  Robbat  Tbbat  Paine,  LL.D.,  a  distinguished 
Taunton  lawyer,  was  born  in  Boston,  March  12, 1731. 
His  father.  Rev.  Thomas  Paine,  was  born  in  Barnstable, 
graduated  at  Harvard  College,  1717,  and  ordained  at 
Weymouth,  but  in  consequence  of  ill  health  removed 
to  Boston  in  1730,  and  afterwards  resigning  the  min- 
istry, engaged  in  mercantile  affairs.  His  mother  was 
the  daughter  of  Bev.  Samuel  Treat,  of  Eastham,  the 
son  of  (Governor  Robert  Treat,  of  Connecticut,  and 
granddaughter  of  Rev.  Samuel  Willard,  vice-president 
of  Harvard  College. 

Mr.  Paine  fitted  for  college  in  the  Boston  Latin 
School,  and  entering  Cambridge  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen, graduated  in  1749.  To  this  time,  as  an  only 
son,  he  had  been  well  supported  by  a  father  with 
abundant  means,  but  this  father  losing  his  property, 
the  son  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  and  after 
keeping  school  for  a  year,  made  three  voyages  to 
North  Carolina,  acting  as  master,  and  in  the  last 
going  to  Fayal  and  Cadiz,  afterwards  going  as  master 
to  the  coasts  of  Greenland  on  a  whaling  voyage.  On 
his  return,  in  1755,  he  commenced  the  study  of  law 
with  his  relative.  Judge  Willard,  of  Lancaster,  giving 
also  his  attention  to  theology.  During  his  law  studies 
he  supplied  the  pulpit  at  Shirley.  Mr.  Willard  re- 
ceiving the  appointment  of  colonel  of  a  regiment  to 
be  raised  for  an  expedition  to  Crown  Point,  Mr.  Paine 
was  appointed  chaplain,  and  his  sermons,  both  at  Shir- 
ley and  the  camp  at  Lake  George,  are  still  preserved. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  Boston  bar  in  1757,  and  re- 
moved his  ofiSce  to  Taunton  in  1761. 


Although  residing  in  Taunton,  his  practice  was  not 
confined  to  any  such  narrow  limits.  His  clients  were 
in  all  parts  of  the  commonwealth.  Writes  a  descend- 
ant of  his,  "He  constantly  attended  the  courts  at 
Boston,  Taunton,  Plymouth,  Barnstable,  Worcester, 
and  other  places.  His  great  powers  of  mind,  pro- 
found knowledge  of  law,  and  habits  of  thorough  in- 
vestigation brought  him  a  large  practice,  which  in- 
creased till  it  was  probably  not  exceeded  by  that  of 
any  lawyer  in  the  State."  Bradford,  in  his  *'  History  of 
Massachusetts,"  ranks  him  "  among  the  most  eminent 
lawyers  of  the  province."  .  He  was  an  intimate  asso- 
ciate and  friend  of  such  men  as  James  Otis  and  Sam- 
uel Adams. 

In  1768,  when  a  convention  was  called  in  Boston 
by  prominent  men  to  consult  on  the  condition  of  the 
country,  and  the  assembled  wisdom  of  the  people 
was  needed,  Robert  Treat  Paine  was  the  choice  of 
Taunton  to  that  convention,  and  was  at  once  one  of 
its  leading  spirits.  In  1770,  after  the  Boston  massacre, 
Mr.  Paine  was  retained  as  prosecuting  counsel  by  Bos- 
ton against  the  British  soldiers,  and  conducted  the 
trial  with  signal  ability. 

This  year  he  was  married  in  Taunton  to  Sally, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Cobb,  Esq.,  and  sister  of  Gen. 
David  Cobb.  His  home  was  in  the  rear  of  what  is 
now  the  Taunton  Bank,  afterwards  the  residence  of 
Judge  Fales. 

Mr.  Paine  was  not  only  a  good  lawyer,  but  a  warm- 
hearted, zealous  patriot.  Absorbed  as  he  was  with 
cases  at  court,  he  could  not  be  spared  in  the  public 
service.  A  large  committee  of  the  citizens  of  Taun- 
'ton  was  appointed  to  attend  to  public  affairs  and  re- 
monstrate against  public  wrong,  and  there  was  no 
other  man  who  could  serve  so  well  as  chairman. 
He  drafted  the  high-toned  resolutions  which  were 
passed.  He  represented  Taunton  in  the  letter  to 
Lord  Dartmouth  and  in  the  address  for  the  Gov- 
ernor's removal,  and  he  was  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  impeachment  of  Chief  Justice  Oliver. 

He  was  largely  instrumental  in  securing  a  Conti- 
nental Congress  in  1774.  He  was  one  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts delegation  to  that  Congress.  His  associates 
were  Thomas  Gushing,  Samuel  Adams,  James  Bow- 
doin,  and  John  Adams.  The  Congress  met  in  Sep- 
tember and  October.  Mr.  Paine,  on  his  return  to 
Taunton  in  November,  received  an  ovation  from  the 
Sons  of  Liberty.  In  1775,  in  the  winter  and  spring, 
he  attended  the  Second  Provincial  Congress  at  Cam- 
bridge, and  was  one  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Province.  In  April  he  attended  the  Congress  at 
Philadelphia,  which  met  in  May.  Mr.  Paine  was 
prominent  in  that  Congress,  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Supplies,  and  devoted  himself  for  a  year  and 
eight  months  with  ceaseless  zeal  and  energy  to  the 
work  of  providing  equipments  for  the  army,  powder, 
cannon,  and  fire-arms.  He  published  au  e^say  on  the 
manufacture  of  gunpowder,  which  was  very  service- 
able, and  devoted  himself,  body  and  soul,  to  the  busi- 
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ne8s  of  making  ready  for  the  meu  in  the  field  the 
sinews  of  war.  He  served  on  a  committee  to  pur- 
chase clothing  for  the  army,  to  establish  a  hospital, 
and  was  one  of  a  committee,  with  B.  B.  Livingston 
and  Governor  I/angdon,  to  visit  the  army  on  the 
northern  frontier.  On  the  4th  of  July,  1776,  he  was 
one  to  sign  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
once  more  returned  to  Taunton,  Dec.  30, 1776,  crowned 
with  honor  in  the  eyes  of  his  countrymen  as  a  patriot 
who  had  not  spared  himself  for  his  country's  cause. 
Although  elected  to  subsequent  sessions  of  Congress, 
he  declined  the  honor,  and  contented  himself  with  a 
seat  in  the  Legislature  in  1777,  of  which  he  acted  as 
8peaker,  and  afterwards  accepted  the  place  of  attor- 
ney-general. In  1778  he  was  a  member  of  the  Hart- 
ford Convention ;  in  1779  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Council,  and -a  member  of  the  committee  to  drafla 
new  State  Constitution,  under  which,  when  adopted, 
he  continued  to  serve  as  attorney-general. 

The  duties  of  this  office  making  his  residence  at 
Taunton  inconvenient,  he  removed  to  Boston  in  1781, 
purchasing  the  estate  once  owned  and  occupied  by 
Qovernor  Shirley,  at  the  corner  of  Milk  and  Federal 
Streets.  In  1790  he  accepted  the  position  of  judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  which  he  had  declined  in  pre- 
vious years,  and  so  served  till  1804,  when  he  was  once 
more  elected  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council. 
Afler  one  year  he  declined  all  further  public  duties, 
feeling  that  he  had  earned  the  quiet  of  home,  till  life's 
close.  May  12,  1814,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three.  A 
most  honorable  and  useful  life  was  his,  twenty  years 
of  which,  in  life's  prime,  were  spent  in  Taunton. 
Judge  Paine  had  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four 
daughters.  Three  of  the  sons — Bobert  Treat,  Thomas, 
and  Charles — graduated  at  Harvard  University  and 
were  educated  for  the  bar.  Bobert  died  in  1798  of  the 
yellow  fever,  and  Thomas  took  his  name,  desiring,  as 
he  used  to  say,  a  "  Christian"  name.  He  died  in  1811, 
having  distinguished  himself  as  a  poet  and  writer  for 
the  stage.  Charles  was  the  father  of  Charles  C.  Paine, 
Esq.,  who  married  a  daughter  of  Hon.  Charles  Jack- 
son, judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  from  1818  to  1824. 
Antoinette  Paine  married  Deacon  Samuel  Greele,  of 
Boston.  Another  daughter,  Mary,  married  Bev.  Elisha 
Clapp,  also  of  Boston. 

Hon.  Daniel  Leonard  was  the  only  child  of  Col. 
Ephraim  Leonard  (by  his  first  wife,  Judith  Perkins), 
and  was  born  in  Norton,  now  Mansfield,  in  1740.  He 
graduated  at  Harvard  University  in  1760,  and  mar- 
ried, for  his  first  wife,  Anna,  daughter  of  Hon.  Samuel 
White.  His  second  wife  was  Sarah  Hammock.  Mr. 
Leonard  easily  took  high  rank  in  his  profession  and 
made  himself  prominent  in  political  matters.  First 
he  espoused  the  cause  of  the  people  and  advocated 
republican  principles,  but  afterward,  as  was  sup- 
posed, through  the  influence  of  Governor  Hutchin- 
son, became  a  leading  loyalist.  Articles  which  he 
published  in  1774  ani  1775  in  a  Boston  paper  called 
Draper' 9  Paper ^  defending  the  king,  the  ministry,  and 


the  Parliament,  were  considered  very  able  and  worthy 
of  a  reply  from  John  Adams  under  the  signature  of 
"  Novanglus."  Of  course,  in  the  high  state  of  polit- 
ical excitement,  Mr.  Leonard  found  it  uncomfortable, 
if  not  unsafe,  to  remain  in  Taunton.  The  house  he 
occupied,  afterwards  the  residence  of  Judge  Padel- 
ford,  bore  marks  of  mob  violence.  He  sought  shelter 
in  Boston,  proceeded  to  Halifax  in  1776,  thence  to 
England,  where,  as  a  reward  for  his  loyalty,  he  re- 
ceived the  appointment  of  chief  justice  of  Bermuda. 

After  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office  with 
ability  several  years  he  returned  to  London,  where 
he  died  in  1829,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine. 
He  left  no  children,  but  four  grandchildren,  the  chil- 
dren of  his  daughter  Sarah,  who  married  John  Stew- 
art, Esq.,  a  captain  in  the  British  army  and  afterwards 
collector  of  the  port  of  Bermuda.  Leonard  Stewart 
became  an  eminent  physician  in  London.  The  oldest 
son,  Duncan,  on  the  death  of  an  uncle  succeeded  to 
a  lordship  in  Scotland.  A  daughter,  Emily,  married 
a  captain  in  the  service  of  the  East  India  Company. 
The  other  daughter,  Sarah,  married  a  Winslow,  a 
descendant  of  Oovernor  Edward  Winslow,  of  the  Ply- 
mouth Colony,  and  was  connected  with  Lord  Lynd- 
hurst  as  private  secretary  during  his  chancellorship. 

Hon.  Seth  Padelford,  LL.D.,  was  a  native  of 
Taunton,  son  of  John  and  Jemima  Padelford.  He 
was  graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1770,  and  honored 
with  the  degree  of  LL.D.  from  Brown  University  in 
1798.  He  married  Bebecca,  the  daughter  of  Abraham 
Dennis,  and  sister  of  the  wife  of  James  Sproal,  Esq. 
Their  children  were  as  follows : 

(1)  Mary  Dennis,  who  married  Mason  Shaw,  Esq., 
of  Baynham. 

(2)  Sarah  Kirby,  who  married  Nathaniel,  son  of 
Judge  Fales. 

(3)  Melinda,  who  married  Enoch  Brown,  Esq.,  of 
Abington. 

(4)'  John,  who  died  whilst  a  member  of  Brown 
University. 

(5)  Nancy,  who  married  Samuel  Edgar,  son  of  Col. 
John  Cooke,  of  Tiverton,  B.  I. 

(6)  Harry,  who  married  Susan,  daughter  of  Bobert 
Crossman,  of  Taunton. 

(7)  Bebecca  Dennis,  who  married  John  G.  Deane, 
Esq.,  of  Baynham,  afterwards  of  Portland,  Me. 

There  were  also  five  other  children,  who  died  young. 

Mr.  Padelford  was  judge  of  probate.  He  was  a 
highly  dignified  and  polished  gentleman,  of  great  in- 
tegrity of  character,  and  he  was  favored  with  a  wife 
who  adorned  the  society  in  which  she  moved.  Long 
after  they  ceased  to  be  among  the  living  of  earth  their 
praise  was  in  the  mouth  of  those  who  remembered 
their  wide  and  commanding  influence. 

Judge  Padelford  died  Jan.  7,  1810,  aged  fifty-eight 
years  and  one  month.  On  the  stone  slab  which  covers 
his  remains  on  the  "  Plain"  is  the  following  inscription : 

**  For  h«  WM  wiM  to  know  mid  wnrin  to  praise,  »nd  ■trMooui  to  trmn- 
■oribo  In  humau  life  the  mind  »lnilf  htjr.** 
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The  Padelford  house  still  remains  near  the  court- 
house, although  unoocupied.  It  helongs  to  the  estate 
of  Mrs.  Biohmond,  and  was  owned  by  Hon.  Daniel 
Leonard,  the  Tory  lawyer,  before  it  came  into  posses- 
sion of  the  Padelford  fkmily. 

Hon.  Samuel  Fales  was  a  native  of  Bristol,  B.  I., 
and  was  born  Sept.  16,  1760  (the  son  of  Nathaniel 
and  Sarah  Fales,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  Univer- 
sity in  1778).  •  He  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  Col. 
John  Cooke,  of  Tiverton,  B.  I.  Their  children  were 
as  follows : 

(1)  Nathaniel,  who  married  Sarah  K.,  daughter  of 
Judge  Padelford. 

(2)  Sally,  who  married  Hon.  Nathaniel  Hazzard, 
of  Newport,  N.  C. 

(8)  Eliza,  who  married  Dr.  George  Leonard,  of 
Taunton. 

(4)  Samuel,  who  married  Sally,  daughter  of  John 
West,  of  Taunton. 

(6)  Harriet  Leonard,  who  married  Hon.  James  L. 
Hodges,  of  Taunton. 

(6)  John,  who  died  single. 

(7)  Almira,  who  married  Jeremiah  Niles  Potter,  of 
Bhode  Island. 

-  (8)  Fanny,  who  married  Bev.  Swan  L.  Pomeroy,  of 
Bangor,  Me. 

(9)  Edward,  who  died  single. 

(10)  Ann,  who  married,  first,  Erastus  Learned,  son 
of  Bev.  Erastus  Learned,  Canterbury,  Conn. ;  sec- 
ond, Hon.  Jonas  Cutting,  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  Maine.     ^ 

There  were  five  other  children,  who  died  early  in 
life. 

Mr.  Fales  was  for  many  years  clerk  of  the  courts, 
and  afterwards  was  appointed  chief  justice  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  was  succeeded  in  the 
office  of  clerk  by  his  eldest  son,  Nathaniel.  I  have 
in  my  possession  a  letter  from  Judge  Fales  to  Judge 
Davis,  in  1816,  in  which  he  copies  the  inscription  on 
Miss  Poole's  monument,  and  adds :  "  I  observed  to 
you  in  Boston  that  this  monument  was  erected  on 
a  small  knoll,  between  the  Green  and  the  meeting- 
house, a  little  distance  from  the  road.  A  few  years 
since  Dr.  Swift,  digging  a  cellar,  found  a  part  of  a 
coffin,  made  of  red  cedar,  under  which  were  part  of  the 
bones,  skull,  and  hair  of  a  human  body,  unconsumed 
by  time,  all  which  were  carefully  collected  and  re- 
moved to  the  common  burying-ground  north  of  tlie 
Qreen,  over  which  the  stone  was  placed,  bearing  the 
inscription  transcribed  for  you.  The  monument  is  of 
slate,  and  was  procured  by  the  late  B.  T.  Paine,  Esq., 
as  agent  for  J.  Borland,  Esq." 
'  Judge  Fales  died  in  Boston,  Jan.  20,  1818,  in  his 
sixty-eighth  year.  He  was  buried  in  Taunton, 
where  you  may  find  the  following  record  concerning 
him  on  the  "  Plain" :  "  Useful  and  honorable  activity 
distinguished  the  progress  of  his  life.  Having  sus- 
tained for  many  years  various  important  offices  in  the 
legislative,  judicial,  and  executive  departments  of 


the  government  with  fidelity  and  honor,  he  died 
while  attending  his  duties  as  a  councilor  of  thia  oond- 
monwealth ;  and  though  his  tedious  toils  and  hoary 
hairs  seemed  to  demand  a  more  peaceful  succession  of 
closing  years,  his  friends  are  resigned  and  consoled  in 
the  hope  of  his  resurrection  to  immortal  biessed- 
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ness. 

Mrs.  Sally,  wife  of  Judge  Fales,  died  Sept.  24, 1828, 
aged  fifty-eight  years.  It  is  said  of  her,  **  Among  the 
benevolent  and  liberal  she  ever  shone  conspicuous. 
The  Christian  spirit  enlightened  the  path  of  her  mor- 
tal pilgrimage,  and  at  last  sustained  and  blessed  her 
with  its  holy  peace  and  inspiring  hopes." 

The  Fales  mansion  in  Taunton  was  in  the  rear  of 
what  is  now  the  "  Taunton  Bank"  building,  the  former 
residence  of  Bobert  Treat  Paine,  and  which,  after  it  was 
vacated  by  Judge  Fales,  was  known  as  the  "  Wash- 
ington Hotel." 

The  house  had  ample  grounds,  extensive  graaa 
lawns,  a  vegetable  and  flower  garden,  and  was  an 
attractive  feature  in  the  objects  of  interest  around 
"  the  Green."  Mr.  Charles  B.  Atwood,  in  his  inter- 
esting and  valuable  **  Beminiscences  of  Taunton  in 
ye  auld  lang  syne,"  published  by  Ezra  Davol,  Esq., 
thus  describes  what  he  calls  the  "  imposing  and  elegant 
mansion" :  "  It  was  two  stories  high,  and  running 
back,  broad  and  deep,  with  a  long  building  connected 
with  the  main  house  in  the  rear,  two  stories  high,  and 
with  a  large  number  of  rooms  for  servants  in  the 
upper  story.  Adjoining  were  the  carriage-houses, 
barn,  and  sheds.  There  was  a  fine  front  yard  with  a 
handsome  and  substantial  fence :  also,  a  sidewalk  and 
a  large  open  space  between  that  and  the  street,  wide 
enough  for  a  carriage-way  along  the  whole  front- 
age. On  the  border,  near  the  street,  there  was  a  row 
of  splendid  elm-trees  (now  no  more),  making  a  fine 
and  grateful  shade  in  the  summer  along  the  whole 
distance.  This  house  was  considered  at  tliat  time  to 
be  the  palace  of  the  town.  It  was  splendidly  fitted 
and  furnished.  In  the  rear  was  the  judge's  garden. 
It  was  filled  with  fruit-trees,  flowers,  and  shrubbery, 
and  highly  cultivated,  producing  the  choicest  of  the 
various  kinds  of  fruits  and  vegetables." 

James  Sproat,  Esq.,  was  the  son  of  Ebenezer 
Sproat,  of  Middleborough,  Mass.,  who  left  seven  chil- 
dren. James  was  born  in  1758,  December  7th,  and 
settled  in  Taunton.  He  married  Ann,  daughter  of 
Abraham  Dennis,  sister  of  the  wife  of  Judge  Padel- 
ford.   Their  children  were  as  follows: 

(1)  Bebecca  Dennis,  who  married  Alfred  Baylies, 
M.D.,  of  Taunton. 

(2)  Sarah,  who  died  young. 

(3)  Francis  Eloise,  who  was  one  of  the  originators 
of  the  firdt  Sabbath-school  in  Taunton. 

(4)  Emily  Ann,  who  died  early. 

(5)  Ann  Dennis,  who  married  George  B.  Atwood, 
of  Taunton. 

(6)  James,  who  married  (1)  Eliza  Ann,  daughter 
of  George  Baylies ;   (2)  Lucretia,  daughter  of  James 
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Tisdale.    He  was  for  many  years  clerk  of  the  courts 
in  this  county. 

(7)  William  Alexis  Frederic,  who  married  Abby, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Ingell. 

(8)  Clarissa,  who  died  early. 

(9)  Henry,  who  married  Priscilla  J.,  daughter  of 
Jesse  Smith. 

(10)  Adeline,  who  married  Samuel  B.  Harris,  of 
Smithfield,  B.  I. 

(11)  Ellen,  who  died  early. 

(12)  Theophilus  Parsons,  who  married  Mary  A., 
daughter  of  Henry  Baylies,  of  Dighton. 

James  Sproat,  the  father  of  the  above,  was  a  man 
of  ready  wit  and  the  most  amusing  mirthful ness.  The 
following  story  is  told  of  him :  David  L.  Barnes,  Esq., 
was  once  addressing  the  jury,  when  it  occurred  to  him 
to  quote  the  Scripture  passage, — the  address  of  Satan 
to  the  Lord, — *'Skin  for  skin,  yea,  all  that  a  man  hath 
will  he  give  for  his  life,"  adding,  in  his  forgetfulness 
of  the  author,  "saith  our  Saviour."  Sproat  in  an 
instant  was  on  his  feet,  and,  turning  to  the  court, 
said,  "  He  may  be  Brother  Barnes'  Saviour,  but  he  is 
not  mine."  Mr.  Sproat  had  a  most  imposing  personal 
presence,  and  was  a  great  favorite  in  the  profession 
and  society  at  large. 

The  family  residence  was  what  is  now  known  as 
the  Wheaton  house,  adjoining  St  Thomas'  Episcopal 
Church.  Mrs.  Sproat  was  a  most  remarkable  woman, 
of  large  intellectual  endowments,  and  highly  gifted 
as  an  authoress.  Her  series  of  books  for  children 
had  a  wide  circulation,  and  her  verses,  like  the 
"  Blackberry  Girl,"  reappear  every  year  in  the  holiday 
books  and  juvenile  literature  of  the  land.  Her 
"  Family  Lectures,"  published  in  Boston  by  Samuel 
T.  Armstrong,  in  1819,  made  her  famous.  In  the 
preface  she  gives  the  history  of  the  book :  "  It  has 
been  my  practice  on  the  Sabbath,  after  public  wor- 
ship, to  collect  my  family,  and,  after  attending  to  the! 
Scriptures,  read  them  one  of  the  following  essays,i 
previously  written  for  the  purpose."  And  so  she  dis- 
coursed to  them  on  "justice,  mercy,  humanity,  truth, 
prayer,  trust  in  €k)d,  temptations,  intemperance,  pro- 
fanencss,  unbelief,  gaming,  gratitude,  early  religion, 
filial  duty,"  etc.,  subjects  considered  in  forty-five  most 
sensible  and  profitable  lectures. 

Mr.  Sproat  died  Nov.  10, 1825,  in  his  sixty-seventh 
year.  His  wife  followed  him  the  next  year,  1826, 
January  18th,  aged  fifty-nine.  They  both  lie  buried 
on  the  "  Plain." 

Hon.  David  Leonard  Barnes  was  the  son  of 
Rev.  David  Barnes,  D.D.,  minister  of  Scituate,  Mass., 
who  married  Rachel,  daughter  of  Col.  George  Leonfird, 
the  son  of  Judge  I^onard,  an  original  settler  and 
principal  proprietor  of  Norton.  David,  the  subject 
of  this  notice,  married  Joanna  Russell,  and  practiced 
law  in  .Taunton.  He  subsequently  removed  to  Rhode 
Island,  where  he  received  the  appointment  of  district 
judge  of  the  United  States  Court  during  the  adminis- 
tration of  Thomas  Jefferson. 


Nicholas  Tillinohast,  Esq.,  was  the  son  of 
Nicholas  and  Mary  Tillinghast,  of  Providence,  R.  L 
He  received  the  honorary  d^ree  of  Master  of  Arts 
from  Brown  University  in  1798,  and  from  Harvard 
University  in  1807. .  Mr.  Tillinghast  was  one  of  the 
eminent  lawyers  of  Taunton  in  the  earlypart  of  the 
present  centuryi  Judge  Morton  used  to  like  to  tell 
the  following  story,  in  which  he  figured,  recommend- 
ing short  pleas.  An  important  case,  which  had  been 
long  and  ably  argued  by  the  ingenious  and  learned 
counsel  of  the  opposite  side,  was  committed  to  the 
jury  by  Nicholas  Tillinghast  in  this  uncommonly 
brief  but  conclusive  style:  "Gentlemen  of  the  jury. 
Dr.  Padelford  says  as  you  have  heard,  and  Dr.  Barnes 
says  as  you  have  heard,  but  Dr.  Mansfield  says  as  you 
shall  now  hear,"  at  the  same  time  proceeding  to  read 
a  single  convincing  contradictory  statement  from  the 
noble  lord,  sufiicient  authority  on  all  questions  of  law. 
"Now,  when  doctors  disagree,"  asked  Tillinghast, 
sure  of  his  case,  "  who  shall  decide  7"  The  jury  gave 
him  their  verdict. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  married  Betsey,  daughter  of  Amos 
Maine  Atwell,  and  had  the  following  children : 

(1)  Fanny,  who  died  single  in  1817. 

(2)  Amos,  who  married  Miss  Jerould,  of  Pawtucket. 
(8)  Mary,  who  married  Pascal  Allen,  of  Warren. 

(4)  Susan,  who  died  single. 

(5)  Joanna,  who  married  Hon.  Silas  Shepard,  of 
Taunton. 

(6)  Elizabeth,  who  died  single. 

(7)  Nicholas,  who  married  (1)  Sophia,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Ritchie,  of  Needham ;  (2)  Ruby  Potter,  of 
Dartmouth. 

(8)  William,  who  died  single. 

(9)  Joseph,  who  married  Cornelia  Armington,  of 
Pawtucket. 

(10)  Ruth  Phillips. 

Mr.  Tillinghast  occupied  a  house  where  now  stands 
the  City  Hotel,  and  his  office  was  in  its  rear.  Bom 
Jan.  24, 1767,  he  died  April  24, 1818.  His  wife,  born 
Oct.  18,  1770,  died  March  19, 1884.  They  both  are 
buried  on  the  "  Plain." 

Their  son  Nicholas  has  distinguished  himself  as  a 
teacher,  having  been  principal  of  the  normal  school 
at  Bridgewater  several  years.  Mary  and  Joanna  also, 
before  their  marriage,  were  very  successful  teachers, 
the  latter  serving  as  preceptress  in  the  Bristol  Acad- 
emy. 

Hon.  John  Mason  Williams,  LL.D.,  the  son  of 
Brig.-Gen.  James  Williams,  graduated  at  Brown  Uni- 
versity in  1801,  and  commenced  the  practice  of  law 
in  New  Bedford.  He  afterwards  located  in  Taunton, 
where  he  received  the  appointment  of  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  of  which  court  he  was  chief 
justice  for  many  years.  Chief  Justice  Williams  re- 
ceived the  honorary  degree  of  LL.D.  from  Brown 
University  in  1843,  and  from  Harvard  University  in 
1845. 

He  married  Eliza  Otis,  daughter  of  Hon.  Lemuel 
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Williams,  the  first  representative  to  Congress  from 
his  Congressional  district.    Their  children  were : 

(1)  Elizabeth,  who  married  Hon.  Horatio  Pratt,  of 
Taunton. 

(2)  Maria,  who  married  Dr.  William  A.  Cordon,  of 
New  Bedford. 

(3)  Joseph  Otis,  who  married  Emily,  daughter  of 
Dr.  Keenan,  of  Springfield.    Two  others  died  early. 

Judge  Williams  was  eminent  for  his  urbanity  and 
sweetness  of  temper  in  social  life  as  for  his  learning 
in  the  profession  of  law.  He  was  beloved  in  his  life 
and  lamented  in  his  death,  which  took  place  Dec.  26, 
1868. 

Judge  Williams  occupied  a  modest  mansion  on 
Summer  Street,  which  also  became  the  home  of  Hon. 
Horatio  Pratt,  his  son*in-law. 

Hon.  Mabcus  Mobton,  LL.D.,  was  born  in  Free- 
town in  1784,  the  son  of  Nathaniel  Morton,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Carey,  of  Bridgewater.  Mr.  Morton  grad- 
uated at  Brown  University  in  1804,  and  commenced 
the  practice  of  law  in  Taunton  in  1807.  He  repre- 
sented the  district  in  which  he  lived  in  Congress  four 
years,  occupied  a  seat  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  fifteen  years,  and 
served  as  Governor  of  the  commonwealth  three  times. 
Once,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  Governor  Eustis, 
in  1825,  the  duties  of  the  chief  magistrate  devolved 
upon  him  as  Lieutenant-Governor.  Again  in  1840, 
and  for  the  third  time  in  1843,  he  was  invested  with 
that  high  office.  He  acted  also  as  collector  of  the 
port  of  Boston  four  years.  He  received  the  honorary 
degree  of  LL.D.  from  Brown  University  in  1826,  ajud 
again  from  Harvard  University  in  1840.  Governor 
Morton  married  in  1807  Charlotte,  daughter  of  James 
Hodges,  of  Taunton.  Their  children  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

(1)  Joanna  Maria,  who  married  William  T.  Hawes, 
of  New  Bedford,  a  graduate  of  Brown  Univerdicy. 

(2)  Lydia' Mason,  who  married  Rev.  Henry  W. 
Lee,  D.D.,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  and  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  aflerward  bishop  (in  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church)  of  Iowa. 

(3)  Charlotte,  who  married  Samuel  Watson,  of 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

(4)  Sarah  Carey,  who  married  Hon.  Willard  Lev- 
ering, a  manufacturer  of  Taunton. 

(5)  Marcus,  who  married  Abby,  daughter  of  Henry 
Hoppin,  Esq.,  of  Providence. 

(6)  Nathaniel,  who  married  Harriet,  only  child  of 
Hon.  Francis  Baylies. 

(7)  James,  who  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Hon.  George  Ashmun,  of  Springfield. 

(8)  Susan  Tillinghast,  who  married  M.  Day  Kim- 
ball, of  the  firm  of  Faulkner,  Page  &  Kimball,  Boston. 

(9)  Francis  Wood,  who  married  George  Henry 
French,  of  Andover. 

(10)  Emily  Matilda,  who  married  Daniel  C,  son  of 
Dr.  Dawes,  of  Taunton,  a  resident  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

The  children's  children  are  forty-three,  of  whom 


thirty-two  are  still  living.  The  Morton  mansion  is 
on  Washington  Street  near  the  intersection  of  Broad- 
way. 

The  three  sons  of  Governor  Morton,  Marcus,  Na- 
thaniel, and  James,  all  graduated  at  Brown  University,  * 
Marcus  in  1888,  Nathaniel  in  1840,  James  In  1848. 
They  were  distinguished  us  scholars  in  their  classes, 
and  became  eminent  in  their  chosen  profession  of  law. 
The  eldest  has  been  long  on  the  bench  of  the  Sdpreme 
Court  of  Massachusetts,  and  is  its  present  chief  jus- 
tice. 

Governor  Morton,  born  Feb.  19, 1784,  died  Feb.  6, 
1864.  His  wife,  born  Dec.  28,  1787,  died  Dec.  25, 
1878.  They  both  lie  buried  in  Mount  Pleasant  Cem- 
etery. 

Hon.  Franois  Baylies,  the  son  of  William  Bay- 
lies,  M.D.,  and  grandson  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  White, 
the  first  Taunton  lawyer,  was  bom  Oct.  16, 1783,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  Taunton  in  1810. 
He  officiated  as  regbter  of  probate  (an  office  which 
his  father  filled  before  him)  seven  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  Congress  six  years,  and  during  the  admin- 
istration of  Gen.  Jackson  he  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  mission  to  Buenos  Ayres.  Mr.  Baylies  is 
well  known  as  the  historian  of  Plymouth  Colony. 
Few  men  in  his  time  were  better  versed  in  the  an- 
tiquities of  the  country,  and  he  had  a  passionate  love 
for  all  good  learning.  His  home,  a  pleasant  stone 
cottage  on  Winthrop  Street,  near  the  present  crossing 
of  the  railroad,  was  the  centre  of  attraction  to  all  who 
delighted  in  culture  and  good  cheer  down  to  the  day 
of  his  death,  Oct.  28, 1852,  aged  sixty-nine  years  and 
twelve  days. 

Mr.  Baylies  married.  Elizabeth,  widow  of  David 
Dagget  Denning,  Esq.,  of  New  York  City,  daughter 
of  Howard  Moulton,  Esq.,  of  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  sister- 
in-law  of  Gen.  John  Ellis  Wool.  Their  only  child, 
Harriet,  born  May  4, 1828,  married  Nathaniel,  son  of 
Governor  Morton,  Sept.  29, 1846. 

James  Ellis,  Esq.,  son  of  Rev.  John  Ellis,  a 
chaplain  in  the  Revolution,  afterwards  of  Rehoboth, 
now  called  Seekonk,  was  born  in  Franklin,  Conn., 
May  23, 1769,  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1791, 
studied  law  in  Providence  with  Judge  Howell,  and  in 
Taunton  with  Judge  Padelford.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Seekonk,  but  being  appointed  dis- 
trict attorney,  removed  to  Taunton.  He  was  thrice 
chosen  State  senator  previous  to  1820. 

Mr.  Ellis  married  Martha,  daughter  of  Joseph 
Bridgham,  of  Seekonk,  and  sister  of  Hon.  Samuel  W. 
Bridgham,  an  eminent  lawyer  of  Providence.  Their 
children  were : 

(1)  John,  who  died  early. 

(2)  George,  who  married  Sophia  Morse. 
(8)  Horace,  who  died  early. 

(4)  James  P.,  who  married  Caroline  S.,  daughter  of 
John  Presbrey,  and  who  Hcrved  as  county  treasurer, 
town  clerk,  and  assistant  justice  of  the  police  court. 

(5)  Martha,  the  only  daughter,  a  young  lady  of 
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uncommon  promise,  who  died  in  Taunton,  Nov.  24, 
1828,  aged  twenty. 

(6)  Samuel  B.,  the  youngest  8on,  who,  a  member  of 
Dartmouth  College,  at  the  death  of  his  sister  lefti 
college  and  abandoned  all  idea  of  a  profession,  giving) 
himself  up  to  inordinate  grief. 

Anselm  Bassett,  Esq.,  son  of  Thomas  and  Lydia 
Bassett,  of  Rochester,  Mass.,  was  born  in  1784,  and 
graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1808.  He  married 
(1)  Rosalinda,  daughter  of  Abraham  Holmes,  of 
Rochester,  Mass.;  (2)  widow  Lucy  Smith,  of  Troy, 
N.  Y.  Three  children  still  live, — two  daughters, 
Cynthia  C.  H.  and  Elizabeth  M.,  and  a  son,  Charles 
J.  H.,  who  has  been  long  connected  as  cashier  and 
president  with  the  Taunton  Bank,  and  who  married 
(1)  Emeline  Dean,  daughter  of  John  W.  Seabury,  of 
Taunton;  (2)  Nancy  L.  Gibbs,  of  Bridgewater;  (3) 
Martha  B.  French,  of  Pawtucket.  There  are  eight 
living  children:  (1)  John  S.,  (2)  Charles  A.,  (3) 
Louisa  B.,  wife  of  Qeorge  H.  Rhodes,  (4)  Henry  F., 
(5)  Rufus  W.,  (6)  Mary  R.,  (7)  George  F.,  (8)  Susie  A. 

Mr.  Bassett  served  many  years  as  register  of  pro- 
bate, and  secured  a  large  practice  in  his  profession. 
His  home  was  on  Main  Street,  the  second  house  west 
from  Chestnut  Street,  not  far  from  the  Church  Green. 
He  died,  leaving  the  homestead  to  his  daughters. 
Sept  9,  1863. 

Horatio  L.  Danporth,  Esq.,  son  of  William 
and  Sally  (Leonard)  Danforth,  was  born  in  1801. 
His  father  owned  the  estate  which  now  constitutes 
the  Lunatic  Hospital  farm.  After  his  school  days  the 
son  was  employed  in  the  Hopewell  Rolling-Mill,  of 
which  his  father  was  superintendent,  until  eighteen 
years  of  nge,  when  he  mot  with  a  serious  accident  to 
his  athletic  career,  of  which  few  were  his  equals,  by 
the  loss  of  an  arm  taken  off  by  the  machinery  in  the 
mill.  He  then  commenced  his  education,  prepared 
for  college  in  Bristol  Academy,  and  was  graduated  at 
Brown  University  in  the  class  of  1825.  He  studied 
law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  FranciB  Baylies,  and  com- 
menced practice  in  1829,  but  was  not  essentially  a  bar 
lawyer.  He  was  elected  county  treasurer  in  that 
year,  and  was  re-elected  annually  irrespective  of 
party  lines  for  twelve  years,  fulfilling  the  duties  with 
strict  integrity  and  general  satisfaction.  He  was 
superseded  in  1841  by  Dr.  Foster  Hooper,  the  Demo- 
cratic candidate.  He  then  spent  two  years  in  Illinois, 
and  on  his  return  in  1844  received  the  appointment 
of  high  sheriff  from  (Governor  Briggs,  which  office  he 
filled  until  1851,  and  was  then  superseded  by  Lyman 
W.  Dean,  of  Attleboro',  appointed  by  Gk)vernor  Bout- 
ijrell.  From  that  time  he  lived  in  retirement  with 
his  sisters,  enjoying  tlie  society  of  his  friends,'  his 
books,  and  his  walks  until  discHse,  a  dropsical  one, 
closed  his  life,  July  21, 1859.  He  was  frank  and  out- 
spoken yet  genial  in  his  intercourse  with  men.  He 
was  for  many  years  an  attendant  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  The  above  facts  have  been  communicated 
by  his  friend,  Capt  J.  W.  D.  Hull. 


Nathaniel  Morton,  Esq.,  son  of  Judge  Morton, 
and  son-in-law  of  Hon.  Francis  Baylies,  was  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  men  who  ever  flouished  in  Taun- 
ton. His  professional  career  was  a  brief  one,  but  he 
filled  a  large  place  in  the  hearts  of  his  many  friends,' 
which  death*  alas,  too  early,  as  they  thought,  made 
void.  Born  Dec.  3,  1821,  he  died  Feb.  12, 1866,  and 
is  buried  in  Mount  Pleasant  Cemetery  by  the  side  of 
bis  father. 

Hon.  Horatio  Pratt,  son-in-law  of  Chief  Justice 
Williams,  was  for  many  yean  a  leading  lawyer  of  the 
Bristol  County  bar,  district  attorney,  and  a  member 
of  the  Massachusetts  Senate.  His  physical  constitu- 
tion was  weak.  He  struggled  long  with  bodily  in- 
firmities, and  died  at  a  comparatively  early  age.  May 
24, 1872. 

Hon.  Chester  Isham  Reed,  son  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  Dean  (Dennui)  Reed,  was  bom  Nov.  28, 
1823,  and  afler  fitting  for  college  in  the  Taunton 
High  School  and  Bristol  Academy,  entered  Brown 
University,  but  through  limited  means  of  support  left 
before  graduation,  subsequently  receiving  the  honorary 
degree  of  A.M.  for  his  high  attainments  in  learning. 
He  entered  the  law-office  of  Mr.  Anselm  Bassett,  in 
Taunton,  and  was  invited  to  a  copartnership,  which 
he  accepted.  He  soon  took  a  prominent  position  at 
the  Bristol  County  bar,  and  earned  so  good  a  reputa- 
tion in  other  parts  of  the  State  that  he  was  nominated 
and  elected  attorney-general  of  the  commonwealth,  in 
which  office  he  served  with  great  credit  several  years. 
A  vacancy  occurring  on  the  bench  of  the  Superior 
Court,  Mr.  Reed  was  nominated  and  confirmed,  re- 
signing only  when  he  found  the  salary  could  not 
meet  the  expenses  of  a  growing  family,  when  he  re- 
turned to  a  lucrative  practice  in  Boston,  changing 
his  residence  from  Taunton  to  Dedham.  He  died  at 
White  Sulphur  Springs,  W.  Va.,  where  he  had  gone 
for  his  health,  Sept.  2, 1873,  in  his  fiftieth  year.  Mr. 
Reed  married  Elizabeth  Y.  Allyn,  of  New  Bedford, 
Feb.  24,  1851,  and  their  children  are  a  daughter, 
Sybil,  and  a  son,  Chester  Allyn,  a  graduate  of  Har- 
vard University  in  1882,  and  a  student-in-law  at  the 
present  time. 

Hon.  Edmund  Hatch  Bennett,  son  of  Milo 
Lyman  Bennett  and  Adeline  (Hatch)  Bennett,  was 
born  in  Manchester,  Vt.,  April  6, 1824.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Manchester  and  Burlington  Academies 
in  his  native  State,  and  when  fifteen  years  of  age  he 
entered  the  University  of  Vermont  at  Burlington, 
where  he  graduated  in  the  class  of  1848,  and  from 
which  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws 
(LL.D.)  in  1873.  For  a  short  time  after  graduation 
Mr.  Bennett  taught  a  family  school  in  Virginia,  and 
finally,  having  decided  upon  the  legal  profession  as  a 
lire- work,  he  began  his  studies  in  Burlington,  Vt.,  in 
the  office  of  his  father  (at  that  time  an  associate  jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Vermont).  He  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Vermont  bar  in  1847,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1848  settled  in  Taunton,  where  he  has  since  re- 
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sided.  Upon  locating  in  Taunton  he  entered  into  co- 
partnership with  the  late  Nathaniel  Morton,  which 
continued  nearly  three  yean.  He  then  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Hon.  Henry  Williams,  which  relation 
continued  several  years.  For  the  past  fifteen  yean 
he  has  been  in  partnerahip  with  Henry  J.  Fuller,  Esq., 
of  Taunton. 

Upon  the  incorporation  of  Taunton  as  a  city  in 
1865  he  was  unanimously  elected  its  firat  mayor,  re- 
elected in  1866,  and  again  in  1867. 

Although  Judge  Bennett  early  took  a  leading  posi- 
tion at  the  Bristol  bar,  he  gave  much  attention  to  the 
study  of  the  law  as  a  science,  and  during  the  yean 
1870,  1871,  and  1872  was  a  lecturer  on  various  topics 
at  the  Dane  Law  School  of  Harvard  Univenity, 
Cambridge.  He  has  been  connected  with  the  Law 
School  of  Boston  Univenity  sindb  its  organization  in 
1872,  and  in  1876  he  was  chosen  its  dean,  a  position 
which  he  still  occupies. 

Judge  Bennett  has  also  been  the  editor  of  nu- 
merous law  books,  numbering,  over  one  hundred 
volumes^  the  leading  works  being  the  "  English  Law 
and  Equity  Reports,"  an  edition  of  Mr.  Justice  Story's 
works,  "  Leading  Criminal  Cases,"  "  Fire  Insurance 
Cases,"  **  Digest  of  Massachusetts  Reports,"  Ameri- 
can editions  of  the  recent  English  works  of  ''  Gk>d- 
dard  on  Easements,"  "Benjamin  on  Sales,"  **  Inder- 
mann  on  the  Common  Law,"  etc.  He  has  also  been 
for  several  yean  one  of  the  editonof  the  American 
Law  RegUter  of  Philadelphia.  In  December,  1878, 
he  delivered  at  Hingham,  Mass.,  before  the  State 
Board  of  Agriculture,  of  which  he  had  formerly  been 
a  member,  a  lecture  on  '*  Farm  Law,"  which  has  been 
very  extensively  republished  in  agricultural  journals 
and  elsewhere  throughout  New  England  and  the 
West.  In  May,  1858,  he  was  appointed  judge  of 
probate  and  insolvency  for  Bristol  County,  and  has 
held  the  position  to  the  present  time,  a  period  of 
twenty-five  yean. 

Judge  Bennett  is  an  active  member  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Church,  and  has  been  for  many  yean  either 
a  warden  or  vestryman  of  St.  Thomas'  Parish,  Taunton, 
and  has  been  many  times  a  delegate  from  this  parish 
to  the  Diocesan  Convention.  He  has  also  been  three 
times— in  1874,  1877,  and  1880— a  delegate  from  this 
diocese  to  the  General  Triennial  Convention  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  this  country. 

In  June,  1853,  he  united  in  marriage  with  Sally, 
the  second  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  L.  Crocker, 
of  Taunton. 

Judge  Colby,  who  is  claimed  by  New  Bedford  as 
one  of  its  lawyers,  and  will  be  noticed  under  that 
head,  was  for  yean  a  resident  of  Taunton.  Chief 
Justice  Morton,  of  Andover,  was  born  in  Taunton, 
and  so  was  Judge^Wilde,  so  long  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Massachusetts.  Theophilus  Parsons,  the 
learned  Professor  of  Law  at  Cambridge,  once  lived 
and  practiced  law  in  Taunton.  Seth  Padelford  Sta- 
ples, of  New  York,  Henry  Goodwin,  attorney -general 


of  Rhode  Island,  Judge  Pliny  Merrick,  of  Worcester, 
Judge  Erastus  Maltby  Reed,  of  Mansfield,  Baalis  San- 
ford,  of  Boston,  Sydney  Williams,  of  Providence,  son- 
in-law  of  President  Mesaer,  were  of  Taunton,  either  as 
natives  or  during  some  part  of  their  professional  life. 

The  oldest  living  member  of  the  Bristol  County 
bar  residing  in  Taunton  is  the  Hon.  Henry  Williams, 
who  has  represented  his  district  in  Congress,  served 
as  register  of  probate,  and  distinguished  himself  as  a 
painstaking  and  most  accurate  annalist  and  historian. 
Samuel  R.  Townsend  also  has  been  long  a  member  of 
this  bar.  Their  associates  in  the  profession  are  Edmund 
H.  Bennett,  judge  of  the  Probate  Court,  which  posi- 
tion he  has  recently  resigned,  and  who  also  acts  as 
dean  and  chief  Professor  of  the  Law  Department  of 
the  Boston  Univenity ;  William  Henry  Fox,  judge 
of  the  District  Court;  William  E.  Fuller,  register  of 
probate  and  associate  judge  of  the  District  Court; 
James  Brown,  who  has  served  as  State  senator; 
Henry  J.  Fuller,  the  partner  of  Judge  Bennett; 
John  E.  Sanford,  for  some  yean  a  member  of  the 
State  Legislature  and  a  portion  of  the  time  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives ;  James  H.  Dean 
and  Charles  A.  Reed,  partnen-in-law,  the  latter  pres- 
ent city  solicitor;  G.  Edgar  Williams, associated  with 
Henry  Williams;  James  M.  Cushman,  city  clerk; 
Arthur  M.  Alger,  clerk  of  the  District  Court;  Lau- 
rens N.  Francis,  Sylvanus  M.  Thomas,  John  H.  Gal- 
ligan,  L.  Everett  White,  Edward  J.  Conaty,  Benjamin 
E.  Walcott,  W.  Waldo  Robinson. 

Fall  River.— James  Ford  was  born  in  Milton, 
Mass.,  Aug.  8, 1774.  In  1810  he  entered  Brown  Uni- 
venity, and  graduated  with  honor,  taking  the  saluta- 
tory address.  He  then  assumed  the  study  of  the  law 
with  Judge  Metcalf,  of  Dedham.  In  1817  he  removed 
to  Taunton  and  continued  his  studies  with  Judge  Mor- 
ton, who  was  then  ex-member  of  Congress.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1818,  and  became  a  partner  of 
Judge  Morton.  In  1819  he  came  to  Fall  River  and 
opened  an  office  in  Central  Street. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in  1825,  and 
was  present  when  Gen.  Lafayette  laid  the  corner- 
stone of  Bunker's  Hill  Monument.  In  1826  he  deliv- 
ered the  Fourth  of  July  oration  in  Fall  River  the  day 
that  John  Adams  and  Thomas  Jeffenon  died.  Mr. 
Ford  was  public-spirited  in  regard  to  mattera  in 
general.  He  served  seven  yean  on  the  school  com- 
mittees; and,  with  perhaps  three  exceptions,  admin- 
istered the  oath  of  office  to  the  members  of  the  city 
government  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  and  was  sev- 
eral times  elected  an  alderman.  He  was  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  the  Mount  Hope  Lodge  of  F. 
and  A.  M.,  and  always  manifested  a  lively  interest  in 
this  ancient  and  lionored  order.  He  was  postmaster 
four  years,  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Franklin 
Savings-Baiik,  was  special  police  justice  for  twenty 
years,  for  twelve  yean  was  one  of  tlie  inspectors  of 
the  State  Alinahouac,  and  for  twenty-five  years  he 
edited   the   weelcly  Monitor.     He  was  an  excellent 
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lawyer  and  a  good  citizen.    He  died  July  27, 1878, 
lacking  only  one  week  of  seventy-nine  yean  of  age. 

Eli  An  Williams,  Esq.,  was  for  nearly  half  a  cen- 
tury a  member  of  the  Bristol  County  bar,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  the  oldest  and  one  of  the  most 
higlily  respected  members  of  the  legal  profession  in 
this  |)ortion  of  New  England. 

He  was  born  in  Baynham,  Mass.,  in  1808,  and  spent 
his  early  youth  in  that  town,  attending  school  there 
and  in  Taunton.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  entered 
Brown  University,  and  graduated  at  eighteen,  in  the 
class  of  1821,  intending  immediately  to  enter  upon 
tlie  study  of  the  law.  He  had,  however,  exhausted 
his  pecuniary  resources  in  the  acquisition  of  a  colle- 
giate education,  and  not  having  the  means  necessary 
to  carry  him  through  the  long  and  tedious  appren- 
ticeship then  required  to  enter  the  legal  profession  in 
Massachusetts,  he  went  South,  and  engaged  as  a  pri- 
vate tutor  in  the  family  of  a  gentleman  in  Virginia. 
While  there  he  learned  that  by  the  laws  of  that  com- 
monwealth a  person  could  prepare  for  admission  to 
the  bar  and  the.  practice  of  the  law  without  spending 
a  certain  prescribed  time  in  the  office  of  a  counselor- 
at-law  simply  by  being  found  qualified  upon  an  ex- 
amination by  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals. 
He  thought  favorably  of  this  plan,  as  it  would  allow 
him  to  study  law  and  at  the  same  time  pursue  his 
vocation  ns  a  teacher.  And  his  wishes  being  made 
known  to  the  attorney-general  of  North  Carolina, 
that  gentleman  drew  up  a  course  of  legal  study  which 
he  recommended  to  Mr.  Williams.  The  latter  imme- 
diately repaired  to  Norfolk  and  purchased  the  neces- 
sary books,  and  by  the  time  he  was  of  sufficient  age 
to  be  admitted,  according  to  the  laws  of  Virginia, — 
t.e.,  twenty-one,  —  he  had  prepared  himself  for  an 
examination.  The  mode  of  conducting  this  was  pe- 
culiar. Going  to  Bichmond  when  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals was  in  session  in  that  city,  each  member  of  the 
court  appointed  a  time  to  see  him  at  his  private  room, 
and  in  this  way,  at  intervals  for  about  a  week,  the 
examination  was  carried  on  by  each  judge  separately 
until  the  whole  bench  were  satisfied  with  the  qualifi- 
cations of  their  young  candidate,  and  after  taking  the 
necessary  oath  he  was  duly  admitted  to  the  bar. 

This  entitled  him  to  practice  in  all  the  courts  of 
Virginia;  but,  on  account  of  repugnance  to  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery,  he  decided  not  to  settle  there,  and 
returned  home.  Upon  his  arrival  here  he  found  that 
his  admission  to  the  bar  of  Virginia  did  not  avail 
him,  inasmuch  as  he  did  not  practice  in  that  State. 
So  he  entered  the  office  of  Hon.  Marcus  Morton  as  a 
student-at-law,  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  and  eked  out  the 
expenses  by  teaching  school.  The  first  winter  after 
entering  he  taught  in  the  district  where  he  had  at- 
tended school  when  a  boy.  At  the  close  of  his 
school  he  returned  to  the  office  of  Governor  Morton, 
and  remained  there  till  the  latter  retired  from  the 
profession  to  accept  a  place  on  the  bench  of  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  the  State.     He   then 


entered  the  office  of  David  G.  W.  Cobb,  Esq.,  then 
register  of  probate  for  the  county  of  Bristol,  and 
there  remained  till  the  term  of  court  in  September, 
1825,  when  be  was  admitted  to  the  Bristol  County 
bar. 

Mr.  Williams  first  settled  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Dighton,  Mass.,  where  be  remained  till 
1827,  when  he  removed  to  Swansea,  the  latter  place 
being  then  a  more  favorable  field  for  the  profession 
than  at  present,  although  not  sufficient  to  afibrd  busi- 
ness for  two  lawyers,  for  we  are  told  that  he  was  in- 
duced to  go  there  because  he  had  heard  that  the  only 
lawyer  in  Swansea  had  removed  to  Fall  River. 

Fall  River  by  this  time  had  become  a  thriving  and 
promising  place,  and  lawyers,  no  less  than  mechanics, 
business  men,  and  members  of  other  professions,  were 
being  attracted  thither  by  its  rapidly-developing 
importance  as  a  manufacturing,  commercial,  and 
social  centre. 

Hezekiah  Battel le  had  been  some  time  in  the  pro- 
fession of  the  law  at  Fall  River,  and  had  acquired  some 
prominence  and  a  lucrative  practice.  It  was  through 
his  influence,  unsolicited  and  unexpected,  that  Mr. 
Williams  was  induced  in  1883,  after  having  been  six 
years  at  Swansea,  to  change  his  location  from  the 
latter  place  to  Fall  River.  As  Mr.  Battelle  was 
returning  in  the  summer  of  that  year  from  a  pro- 
fessional visit  to  Pawtucket,  passing  through  the 
village  he  met  Mr.  Williams  on  the  street,  and  pro- 
posed that  the  latter  should  come  to  Fall  River  and 
go  into  partnership  with  him,  saying  that  he  had 
more  business  than  he  could  attend  to  alone.  This 
fact  shows  that  Mr.  Williams  was  not  altogether  des- 
titute of  the  reputation  of  a  good  lawyer  even  then. 
The  conditions  of  the  proposed  partnership,  proffered 
as  they  were  by  one  of  ability  and  experience  in  the 
profession,  were  even  more  flattering,  for  they  pro- 
posed a  partnership  of  Aye  years  with  equal  profits 
in  the  business.  This  was  certainly  very  liberal  con- 
sidering that  Mr.  Battelle  was  fourteen  years  Mr. 
Williams'  senior,  and  had  already  attained  a  good 
practice. 

The  partnership  once  established  needed  no  further 
stipulation  as  to  duration :  it  lasted  for  more  than 
twenty  years.  During  this  period  it  is  certainly 
within  bounds  to  say  that  the  firm  did  their  full  share 
of  the  legal  business  of  the  town. 

The  firm  of  Battelle  &  Williams  became  one  of  the  \ 
bM  known  in  this  section  of  the  State,  both  of  the 
partners  being  distinguished  for  the  thoroughness 
with  which  they  prepared  their  cases,  and  their  ex- 
treme fidelity  and  care  in  presenting  them  to  courts 
and  juries.  After  the  retirement  of  the  seuior  partner 
Mr.  Williams  continued  business  in  the  well-known 
office  in  Granite  Block  until  failing  health  compelled 
him  to  retire  to  the  comforts  of  home. 

Mr.  Williams  was  the  oldest  member  of  the  Bristol 
County  bar  in  the  time  of  his  practice.  Towards  the 
latter  part  of  his  life,  when,  on  account  of  infirmities 
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of  age,  he  was  seldooi  seen  in  the  conrts,  he  still  did  a 
large  office  business.  His  opinions  upon  knotty  legal 
points  were  always  highly  valued,  and  in  the  depart- 
ments of  conveyancing  and  equity  he  had  few  equals. 
His  relations  with  his  brethren  of  the  bar  were  always 
cordial,  his  well-known  form  and  face  always  com- 
manding respect  when  seen  in  assemblages  of  mem- 
bers of  his  profession. 

In  conversation  Mr.  Williams  had  a  peculiar  power 
of  presenting  points.  Usually  retired  and  reserved 
in  manner,  he  yet  had  a  few  intimate  friends  by  whom 
his  conversation  was  highly  prized.  His  reminiscences 
of  the  ancient  giants  of  the  bar — Webster,  Choate, 
Jeremiah  Mason,  Timothy  G.  Coffin,  and  others  less 
known  to  public  fame — were  exceedingly  interesting. 
He  lived  beyond  the  full  allotted  years  of  man's  life, 
but  he  still  preserved  his  noble  characteristics.  He 
was  a  man  of  marked  integrity,  always  true  to  his 
trust,  to  his  clients,  to  himself,  and  to  the  cause  of 
truth. 

The  Bar  Association,  which  convened  upon  the  an- 
nouncement of  his  death,  adopted  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 

**  Rt$ol99d,  That  In  tb«  death  of  Mr.  WUIImm,  who  Ibr  awrly  half  a 
MDtury  has  btan  an  honorad  and  afltelant  BMrnbar  of  tha  bar  of  ttila 
CommunwtalUi,  Uia  proftMlon  haa  lott  a  oonadaatioiM  and  wIm  ooon- 
Mlor,  a  fkithfbl,  paUant,  and  Indoatrloua  aUomay,  an  aamait  and  oara- 
ful  advocata,  exemplary  citlian,  and  an  honeet  man. 

**  B«9oh*df  That  ae  an  aTidanoa  of  oar  reganl  and  apinraeiaUon  for  tha 
worth  and  character  of  tha  deeeaead  wa  will  attend  hie  fbneral  lu  a 
body,  and  that  an  atteeted  copy  of  theea  reeolntlona  be  eent  to  Uie  family, 
and  the  Soperior  Oourt  be  reqneated  to  plaoe  the  lame  on  Iti  rvoords.** 

The  trustees  of  the  Fall  River  Savings-Bank,  at  a 
meeting  held  April  15,  1880,  ordered  the  following 
memorial  to  be  placed  upon  their  records : 

**  Our  old  tried  friend  and  honored  aiiociate,  BIlab  WlllUme,  having 
departed  this  life,  It  becomea  ne  to  paoee  a  moment  to  oontemplate  the 
dietingulahed  vlrtuee  of  hia  character  and  life. 

**  HU  Btriot  Integrity  and  high  ienae  of  honor,  his  cool  and  deliberate 
Judgment,  hie  etudione  application  to  the  bnaineei  of  hie  profeeilon,  hIa 
abiding  faith  in  the  divine  iide  of  hIa  nature,  made  him  an  inTaluabla 
amoclate,  citiaen,  and  friend. 

"  During  tlie  more  than  forty-three  yean*  eerrice  with  thla  Inatttu- 
tion  ae  truetee,eecretary,  Tioe-preeidentfand  legal  oouneel  he  wee  alwaye 
prompt  in  the  dlecharge  of  every  duty  devolving  upon  him,  having  bat 
one  concern,  that  of  caring  fur  and  protecUng  the  intereete  of  thoee  who 
intruBied  their  depoeite  in  our  keeping. 

**  We  mourn  hie  departure,  and  in  ladnMi  reflect  that  we  ehall  no 
more  have  hU  wiee  couneel. 

**  To  hie  family  and  frienda  wa  tender  our  deepeat  lympathiee  in  thii 
their  great  bereavement,  and  in  token  of  our  eateem  we  will  attend  hla 
funeral  in  a  body." 

He  was  identified  with  the  Fall  River  Savings- 
Bank  as  trustee,  vice-president,  and  counsel  almost 
from  the  organization  of  the  institution.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  school  committee,  and  an  earnest 
friend  of  education. 

Few  men  have  transacted  more  business  in  the  set- 
tlement of  estates  of  deceaaed  persons  than  did  he 
during  his  life,  and  none  with  more  uniform  satisfac- 
tion to  all  concerned. 

He  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church  of  Fall  River,  a  man  of  pure  and 
spotless  private  life,  of  wonderful  firmness  and  self- 


possession,  and  possessed  of  courage  that  never  yielded 
to  chicanery  or  wrong.  His  departure,  like  his  life, 
was  patient,  gentle,  serene,  and  ready. 

**  Sure  the  laat  end  of  the  good  man 
le  peace.    How  calm  hla  exit  I 
Night-dewe  ihll  not  eo  gently  to  the  ground. 
Nor  weary,  worn-out  winds  expire  lo  eoft** 

Mr.  Williams  was  thrice  married,  and  left  a  widow 
and  one  son,  the  latter  residing  in  Boston.  He  died 
April  14, 1880. 

Frbdbriok  a.  Boombr  was  bom  in  Tiverton,  B.  I., 
April  8, 1821,  and  died  in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  July  22, 
1871.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  M.,  dAughter  of  John 
Earle,  to  whom  he  was  married  July  8,  1857. 

Left  to  struggle  for  himself  at  an  early  age,  a  stu- 
dious disposition  led  him  to  adopt  teaching  as  a  pro- 
fession, for  which  he  prepared  himself  by  a  systematic 
course  of  study,  graduating  at  the  Massachusetts  State 
Normal  School  at  Bridgewater.  After  pursuing  his 
choseu  vocation  a  number  of  years,  the  advice  of 
friends  and  his  own  preference  led  him  to  study  the 
law,  which  he  commenced  reading  in  -the  office  of  the 
late  David  Perkins,  Esq.,  and  subsequently  pursued 
with  Judge  Lapham,  on  whose  motion  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  Bristol  County.  After  his  admission  to 
the  bar  of  this  State,  Mr.  Boomer  became  a  resident 
of  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  from  which  town  he  was  twice 
elected  to  the  Ceneral  Assembly. 

Returning  to  Fall  River,  he  soon  became  interested 
in  educational  matters,  his  experience  as  a  teacher 
giving  him  a  lively  interest  in  the  public  schools. 
For  many  years  he  was  an  efficient  and  valued  mem- 
ber of  the  school  committee,  serving  with  earnestness 
and  zeal.  He  was  three  times  elected  to  the  office  of 
city  solicitor,  the  last  time  in  1870,  when  failing  health 
induced  him  to  resign  before  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  office. 

In  the  fall  of  1870  he  was  elected  to  the  General 
Oourt,  it  being  the  second  time  he  had  been  selected 
by  his  fellow-citizens  for  that  important  office.  He 
was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Elections,  and  also 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Federal  Relations. 

As  a  legislator  Mr.  Boomer  was  liberal  and  pro- 
gressive in  his  views,  with  a  hearty  sympathy  for  all 
measures  calculated  to  raise  the  moral  standard  and 
lessen  the  burdens  of  the  laboring  masses.  Ready 
and  earnest  as  a  debater,  he  never  failed  to  obtain  the 
attention  of  the  House,  and  retain  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  his  fellow-members. 

Mr.  Boomer  was  a  director  in  the  Pocasset  National 
Bank  from  its  organization  till  his  death. 

As  a  man  and  a  friend  he  cannot  be  too  warmly 
spoken  of,  for  he  possessed  the  noblest  qualities  of  char- 
acter. So  manly  was  he  by  instinct  that  no  one  could 
deem  him  capable  of  a  mean  action,  so  charitable  in 
his  opinions  of  others  as  to  lead  him  to  overlook  their 
faults  and  forgive  any  injuries  he  may  have  suiTered. 
The  feeling  of  vindictiveness  he  would  not  or  could 
not  cherish,  and  as  a  lawyer  he  would  never  encour- 
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age  litigation,  preferring  tlie  loss  of  business  to  the! 
loss  of  self-respect. 

Ho  Las  been  spoken  of  as  a  true  Christian  gentle- 
man,  religious,  but  not  bigoted,  exhibiting  grace  of 
heart  no  less  than  polish  of  manners.  Habitually 
cheerful,  he  was  an  agreeable  companion  and  friend, 
and  impressed  all  with  his  geniality  and  kindness,  no 
less  than  with  his  earnestness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter. 

Mr.  Boomer  was  fifty  yean  old  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  had  grown  up  with  the  thrift  and  enter- 
prise of  Fall  River.  In  labor  and  sympathy  he  was 
fully  identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the  place, 
intellectual  and  spiritual,  as  well  as  material.  In 
whatever  offices  he  was  called  to  fill,  he  gave  to  the 
discharge  of  their  duties  his  best  abilities  and  his  most 
earnest,  conscientious  preparation.  When  quite  a  lad 
he  made  a  profession  of  religion,  was  baptized  by  Rev. 
Asa  Bronson,  and  received  in  the  membership  of  the 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Fall  River,  March  6,  1836. 

Hezekiah  Battelle,  for  so  long  a  time  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Bristol  bar,  was  graduated  at 
Brown  University,  in  the  class  of  1816.  He  read  law 
in  the  office  of  Hercules  Cushman,  Esq.,  of  Freetown, 
then  a  prominent  lawyer  of  the  Bristol  bar.  Upon  his 
.admission  to  practice  he  became  a  partner  with  Mr. 
Cushman,  and  remained  there  a  few  years,  when 
he  removed  to  Swansea  village,  and  continued  in 
practice  there  till  1827,  when  be  located  in  Fall 
River,  and  here  passed  the  larger  part  of  his  life. 

Coming  to  Fall  River  in  the  vigor  of  manhood  and 
with  a  reputation  for  ability  and  fidelity  already  es- 
tablished, his  practice  rapidly  increased,  and  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  was  regarded  as  one 
of  the  ablest  lawyers  in  the  country.  Perhaps  no  one 
in  the  county  exceeded  him  in  the  preparation  of 
cases  for  trial,  either  by  the  jury  upon  question  of 
fact,  or  by  the  court  upon  matters  of  law.  Mr.  Bat- 
telle took  a  deep  interest  in  the  moral  and  religious 
welfare  of  Fall  River,  and  in  the  prosperity  and  good 
government  of  our  common  country.  He  was  one  of 
the  representatives  from  this  town  in  the  Legislature 
in  1838  and  1848,  interesting  himself  at  the  latter  pe- 
riod with  the  question  of  boundary  between  the  States 
of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island.  For  more  than 
fifteen  years,  however,  immediately  previous  to  his 
death,  he  took  but  little  interest  in  the  practice  of  law, 
but  devoted  much  of  his  attention  to  religious  matters 
and  questions  of  theology.  Mr.  Battelle  was  actively 
interested  in  the  organization  of  the  Unitarian  Society 
in  Fall  River,  and  was  one  of  its  earnest  supporters. 

He  died  Jan.  22, 1872,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two 
years. 

Cyrus  Alden  was  born  in  Bridgewater,  Mass., 
May  20,  1785.  He  was  fifth  in  descent  and  direct 
line  from  John  Alden,  the  first  of  the  Plymouth  col- 
ony to  step  upon  the  famous  rock  at  the  landing  of 
the  "  Mayflower"  Pilgrims  in  1620.  His  father  was 
Capt  Joseph  Alden.    His  mother  and  grandmother 


were  members  of  the  Carver  family  and  also  of  Pil- 
grim ancestry.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, of  which  five  were  sons,  two  of  whom,  himself 
and  a  younger  brother,  were  graduated  from  Brown 
University,  the  one  to  follow  the  profession  of  the 
law,  the  other  that  of  divinity.  His  own  graduation 
took  place  in  1807,  his  education  having  been  delayed 
by  a  severe  and  protracted  illness.  He  studied  law  at 
Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  also  read  with  Judge  Whit- 
man, of  Marshfield,  and  Judge  Baylies,  of  Taunton. 
He  began  the  practice  of  law  in  Wrentham,  marrying, 
soon  afler  his  entrance  upon  his  profession,  Mary 
Margaret,  daughter  of  Mr.  Alexander  Jones,  of  Prov- 
idence, R.  I.  Afler  a  short  residence  in  Wrentham 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Boston,  residing  in 
Roxbury,  but  having  an  office  in  the  city  and  in  the 
same  building  with  Daniel  Webster,  a  most  noted  con- 
temporary, belonging  to  the  same  political  party,  the 
Whigs,  to  which  he  always  held.  He  here  published, 
in  1819,  a  book,  of  which  he  was  the  author  and  edi- 
tor, under  the  title  of  "Abridgment  of  Law,  with 
Practical  Forms,"  in  two  parts,  which  proved  accept- 
able and  useful,  but  has  now  been  superseded  by  later 
works  of  the  same  purpose.  In  1827  he  once  more 
removed  his  family  and  business,  and  this  time  to 
Fall  River,  which  he  afterward  served  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, the  town  then  bearing  the  name  of  Troy.  Here 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  March, 
1866. 

In  addition  to  the  legal  and  judicial  qualities  of 
mind,  which,  with  a  marked  and  refined  wit,  he  pos- 
sessed in  a  great  degree,  he  had  also  poetic  and  inven- 
tive talents,  amusing  his  leisure  hours  with  the  former 
and  employing  the  latter  to  some  practical  result, 
being  the  inventor  of  hay-scales,  for  which  he  secured 
a  patent,  they  being  at  one  time  in  quite  general  use. 

An  obituary  written  by  a  fellow-lawyer  says,  "  For 
several  years  he  did  a  considerable  portion  of  Fall 
River's  judicial  business,  his  promptness  and  tenacity 
of  memory  being  remarkable.  He  rarely  took  notes 
of  testimony,  and  it  was  very  seldom  that  a  law-book 
was  requisite  to  him  for  reference  in  any  decision.  So 
thoroughly  imbued  was  his  mind  with  the  essential 
principles  of  our  laws  that  his  errors  in  stating  them 
from  memory  merely  were  most  infrequent,  and  it  has 
been  remarked,  not  without  point,  that  more  reliance 
might  be  placed  upon  the  opinion  of  Cyrus  Alden, 
Esq.,  than  could  be  upon  the  opinions  of  many  men 
with  both  books  and  laws.  He  was  an  author  as  well 
as  practitioner,  and  has  left  a  volume  as  a  memento 
to  his  brethren  in  the  department  of  his  profession." 

Louis  Lapham,  who  was  a  leading  spirit  in  Fall 
River  for  more  than  forty  years,  was  bom  in  Burrill- 
ville,  R.  I.,  in  1810.  His  parents  were  poor  people, 
and  young  Lapham  had  to  earn  his  own  bread.  He 
acquired  a  good  common-school  education  for  his 
times,  and  learned  the  printer's  trade.  He  early  ac- 
quired a  taste  for  political  life,  and  was  a  Democrat 
He  took  sides  with  the  Dorr  Rebellion  in  Rhode 
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Island  in  1840,  and  was  so  mach  of  a  friend  of  Got* 
ernor  Dorr  that  he  became  Tory  obnoxious  to  the 
King  Charles  Oharterists,  and  left  his  home  and  fled 
to  Fall  River,  where  he  followed  his  trade  for  seTeral 
years.  He  was  a  friend  of  the  laborer,  and  always  on 
the  alert  to  defend  the  poor  man's  rights.  He  was  of 
quick  perceptions  and  had  a  ready  tongue,  and  was  a 
match  for  the  lawyers  and  merdiants  of  Fdl  RItot 
in  debate  in  town-meeting.  He  acquired  consider- 
able reputation  with  the  laboring  classes,  and  ambi- 
tious  for  a  better  situation  in  life  than  that  that  was 
open  to  him  in  mechanical  aTOcation,  studied  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

in  1852  he  was  appointed  judge  of  the  Police  Court 
of  Fall  River  by  QoTCmor  Bontwell,  which  position 
he  held  until  the  court  was  abolished  and  the  present 
District  Court  created  in  1878.  He  was  an  upright 
judge.  He  was  not  a  profound  lawyer,  yet  he  had  a 
true  conception  of  what  was  right,  and  his  decisions 
were  just  and  proper,  if  not  always  exact  law.  Hav- 
ing earned  his  position  by  the  sweat  of  his  own  brow, 
he  had  not  such  regard  forprofenlonal  etiquette  as 
perhaps  he  should  have  entertained.  The  people 
had  great  confldence  in  his  judgment  and  fidrness, 
and  disposition  to  do  justice  by  them. 

He  was  one  of  the  original  Free-Soilers,  and  for 
years  was  a  prominent  person  in  that  party  in  the 
city  of  Fall  River.  He  was  several  times  a  candi- 
date for  mayor  of  Fall  River,  and  in  the  latter  part 
of  his  life  was  much  disposed  to  be  in  sympathy  with 
Democratic  principles,  and  nothing  but  his  hatred  of 
slavery  and  his  recollections  of  il  kept  him  from 
full  fellowship  with  them. 

He  was  of  very  generous  disposition  and  very 
ready  and  willing  to  help  those  in  need,  and  to  render 
such  assistance  by  word  and  deed  as  it  was  in  his  cir- 
cumstances to  do.  Indeed,  he  was  too  generous  for 
his  own  accumulation  of  property.  He  was  a  true 
friend.  He  had  strong  attachments  and  hopes,  but 
yet  his  love  of  justice  and  ikir  dealing  was  a  control- 
ling element  of  character.  He  hated  show  and  shams, 
and  spoke  perhaps  too  strongly  at  times  in  condemna- 
tion of  political  intriguers  and  hypoerites.  He  was  a 
laborious  man^  He  frequently  wrote  for  the  news- 
papers, and  was  busy  in  his  profession.  He  died  in 
Fall  River  in  March,  1881,  aged  seventy-one  years, 
leaving  a  widow  and  several  daughters  to  mourn  his 
death  and  to  cherish  his  memory. 

Chables  Holmes,  father  of  Hon.  Charles  Holmes, 
was  also  a  leading  lawyer  of  Fall  River.  He  had  an 
excellent  legal  mind,  and  was  genial  and  courteous  in 
his  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men. 

Hon.  Josiah  C.  Blaisdbll  was  born  in  Camp- 
ton,  N.  H.,  on  the  22d  of  October,  1820.  In  his  boy- 
hood he  attended  the  common  district  school,  and 
later  was  a  member  of  the  Literary  and  Scientific 
Institution  at  Hancock,  N.  H.  While  yet  a  young 
man  he  removed  with  his  paronts  to  Methuen,  Mass., 
from  whence,  in  1848,  he  came  to  Fall  River  for  the 


purpose  of  entering  the  law-oflloe  of  James  Ford, 
Esq.  Upon  the  completion  of  his  studies  he  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  his  proftssion,  and  has  oontinned 
its  active  duties  to  the  present  day,  rising  step  by 
step  until  he  has  gained  a  foremost  position  at  the 
bar  of  his  adopted  town,  and  has  become  generally 
well  known  in  this  section  of  the  State. 

His  first  entrance  into  public  life  was  in  1858, 
when  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Mastfachusetts 
House  of  Representatives.  In  1864  he  was  appointed 
by  Qovernor  John  A.  Andrew  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  State  Charities,  completing  an  unexpired  term  of 
two  years.  In  1866  he  was  reappointed  to  the  same 
ofiice  by  Governor  Alexander  H.  Bullock  for  a  fur- 
ther term  of  seven  years,  but  resigned  after  serving 
two  years.  He  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  State 
Senate  in  1866,  and  again  of  the.House  in  1866. 

He  was  elected  mayor  of  Fall  River  in  1868,  and 
re-elected  in  1869.  Since  Mr.  Blalsdell's  terms  In  the 
mayoralty  and  as  representative  and  senator  he  has 
been  brought  by  official  life  mora  or  less  continuously 
before  the  public,  and  in  1874,  upon  the  organixatlon 
of  the  "  Second  District  Court  of  Bristol,"  in  recog- 
nition of  his  qualifications  as  a  lawyer  and  a  man  of  , 
sound  and  discreet  judgment,  he  was  ap|iointed  pre- 
siding judge.  He  has  since  that  dale  filled  the, 
position  ably  and  well,  to  the  satisfiiction  of  his 
brothren  of  the  bar  and  the  public  at  large. 

Nicholas  Hathbwat,  son  of  Elnathan  P.  and 
Salome  (Cushman)  Hatheway,  was  born  in  Freetown, 
Sept  8,  1824,  the  eldest  of  seven  children.  He  was 
educated  at  Phillips  Andover  Academy  and  Pierce's 
Academy  at  Middleborough.  He  entered  Brown 
University  in  1848,  and  graduated  in  1847 ;  studied 
law  with  his  father,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1860.  He  commenced  practice  in  Freetown,  whero 
he  remained  until  1867,  and  then  accepted  a  position 
as  head  of  the  weigheni'  and  gangers'  department  in 
the  Boston  custom-house  under  Collector  Arthur  W. 
Austin.t  Mr.  Hatheway  romalned  in  this  position 
until  1861,  when  he  became  a  member  of  the  Boston 
Stock  Exchange,  and  continued  in  the  brokerage 
business  until  about  fourteen  years  ago,  when  he  re-^ 
moved  to  Fall  River  and  resumed  the  practice  of 
law.  Mr.  Hatheway  has  taken  good  rank  at  the  bar, . 
but  perhaps  is  best  known  as  a  criminal  lawyer.  He 
held  various  offices  while  in  Freetown,  was  twice 
justice,  and  held  that  office  until  it  was  abolished. 
He  was  also  a  school-teacher  in  his  native  town  and 
a  member  of  the  school  committee.  He  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Legislature  from  Fall  River  in  1876, 
and  was  alderman  in  1874  and  1876. 

Politically,  Mr.  Hatheway  is  a  Democrat,  and  an 
earnest  and  outspoken  advocate  of  the  principles  of 
that  party.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  four  last 
National  Democratic  Conventions,  and  has  been  a 
delegate  to  most  of  the  State  Conventions  for  twenty 
years,  and  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
State  Central  Committee.    He  was  nominated  for 
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CoiigrfW)  in  llio  fall  of  1882,  and  received  a  Tory  | 
flatlorinf!  vote. 

Mr.  Hntliowny  i"  prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  is 
It  memlier  of  Union  Lodge,  Dorchesler;  St.  PbuI'b 
E.  A.  C,  Boston;  Council  B.  and  8.  M.,  Boston; 
Boston  Commardery,  ond  of  tlie  Supreme  Grand 
Council  of  llie  Northern  Juriadiclion  of  the  United 
Slates  and  its  Dependencies,— thirty -three  degrees. 

Mr.  Hatbeway  was  married  Jan.  1,  1851,  to  Fnnny 
P.  Dean,  of  Freetown,  and  has  two  children  living, 
—Nelson  D.  Uatheway,  M.D.,  of  Middlebo rough, 
Miw.,  and  Nicholas  Hatheway,  Jr.,  who  graduates 
this  year  (188.1)  at  Brown  University. 

Hon.  IIkkiiy  K,  Braley,  the  present  mayor  of 
Fall  ttiver,  vm  born  in  Itocheaier,  Mass.,  March 
17,  ISM.  He  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  0.  Braley, 
whose  ancestor,  Roger  Bralej,  came  to  America  and 
settled  in  Freetown  in  1742.    He  was  a  Quaker. 

Mr.  Braley  attended  the  common  schools  of  hia 
native  town,  and  subsequently  gradnated  from  the 
Rochester  and  Middieborongh  academies.  lie  also 
tanglit  Bchnol  in  Bridgewater  four  years.  Having 
decided  upon  the  legal  profession  as  a  vocation,  ho 
commenced  the  study  of  the  law  in  the  office  of 
Latham  A  Kingman  at  Bridgewater,  and  in  1873  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Plymouth,  Mass.  He  soon 
nfter  located  in  Fall  River,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided engngcd  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession. 
Mr,  Braley  is  an  active  and  aggressive  member  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  was  elected  mayor  of  the  city 
of  Fall  River  in  1882.  and  his  popnlarity  and  worth 
u  an  executive  officer  was  clearly  evidenced  by  his 
re-election  in  1883  by  a  large  majority.  Although 
vet  a  young  man  Mr.  Braley  has  taken  a  leading 
'position  at  the  Bristol  bar,  and  is  regarded  by  his 
brethren  as  a  rising  man. 

James  M.  Morton,  one  of  the  older  members  of 
the  bar,  is  a  close  student,  has  an  excellent  legal  mind, 
and  is  one  of  the  acknowledged  leaders  of  the  bar  in 
Sontheaatern  HasHachnsctts. 

Hon.  Andhew  J,  Jenningb,  Mr.  Morton's  partner, 
although  a  young  man,  has  a  good  position  at  the  bar, 
and  is  popular  with  bis  brethren  and  the  citizens 
generally.  He  represented  the  district  in  the  State 
Senate  in  1882. 

Hon.  John  W.  Cumminos  is  also  a  young  man,  but 
has  already  won  a  prominent  position  at  the  bar  and 
in  tlic  political  field.  He  is  the  present  State  senator 
from  this  district,  and  one  of  Governor  Buller'a  most 
trusted  counselors. 

The  present  members  of  the  Fall  River  bar  are  as 
follows : 


Wtmii  A  Ma. 
lingo  A.  Uoboque. 
FJwurd  UlggLnna 
M.  0.  B.  Swift. 


JoliB  B.  BnjlDB. 

Attleborouffh,— John  Daoobtt.  H«  i>  a  native 
of  Attleborough,  descended  from  John  D^gett,  who 
came  from  Martha's  Vineyard  about  1707  and  settled 
in  Attleborough,  with  a  family  of  nine  children.  He 
was  the  son  of  Thomas  Daggett,  of  the  Vineyard,  who 
married  Hannah,  oldest  daughter  of  GovBmor  May- 
hew,  and  lived  and  died  on  the  island.  John  DaRgetl, 
the  author  of  the  history  of  Attleborough  in  this  work, 
was  the  son  of  Hon.  Ebeneier  DaggeU  and  Bally 
Maxcy,  one  of  the  Maicy  family  of  Attleborough. 

He  fitted  for  college  at  Day's  Academy  in  Wrentbaro, 
and  under  the  tuition  of  Rev.  Alvan  Cobb,  of  Taun- 
ton. He  entered  Brown  University  in  September, 
1822,  and  graduated  in  the  class  of  1826.  Soon  after 
leaving  college  he  commenced  the  study  of  the  law  in 
the  ofiico  of  Joseph  L.  Tillinghast,  in  Providence,  a 
distinguished  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  bar  and  a 
member  of  Congress,  and  the  next  year  atudied  in 
the  office  of  Hon.  J.  J.  Fiske,  of  Wrentham,  and  the 
third  year  attended  the  course  of  law  lectures  of  Hon. 
Theron  Metcalf,of  Dedham,  afterwards  a  judge  of  Uie 
Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetta,  and  author  of  aeveral 
learned  works  on  jurisprudence.  At  that  place  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  January,  1830,  and  imme- 
diately opened  an  oflice  and  commenced  pracUco  in 
Attleborough,  where  he  has  continued  moat  of  hit 
time  since.  Subaequently  he  edited  a  paper  in  Ded- 
ham  for  a  year  or  two,  and  then  returned  to  his  native 

During  the  early  years  of  his  professional  duties  he 
took  a  deep  interMt  in  common-school  education,  and 
devoted  much  of  his  time  to  that  cause,  having  served 
as  chairman  of  the  town  school  committee  about  fif- 
teen years  in  succession. 

He  was  elected  representative  to  the  Legislature  for 
1836,  and  continued  for  four  years  in  suocesaion.  In 
1850  he  was  elected  to  the  Senate,  and  aerved  on  the 
Railroad  and  Judiciary  Committees.  During  the 
latter  year  he  was  appointed  member  of  the  Valuation 
Board,  the  duties  of  which  occupied  four  months  at 
the  Stale-House  in  Boatou.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  House  in  186G.  In  1862  he  was  appointed  by 
the  Governor  register  of  probate  and  insolvency  for 
Bristol  County,  and  was  afterwarda  elected  to  the' 
same  office  for  two  terms,  of  four  yeare  each,  holding 
the  oflice  for  the  period  of  eleven  years. 

Of  late  years  he  has  dsToted  his  leisure  hours  to 
antiquarian  and  historical  research,  especially  on  the 
subject  of  the  aettlement  and  colonization  of  the  Old 
Colony,  and  the  origin  and  history  of  ito  people,  is  a 
member  of  the  New  England  Genealogical  and  His- 
toric Society,  and  one  of  the  original  membera  of  tiie 
Old  Colony  Historical  Society,  of  which  he  is  the 
president.  He  is  the  author  of  some  local  hUtoriee. 
Freetown. — William  A.  LEOSAan,  from  Rayn- 
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ham,  located  for  the  practice  of  his  profention  at 
Auonet  Tillage,  in  Freetown,  in  an  early  day. 

Being  a  tingle  man,  he  boarded  in  the  family  of 
Col.  Benjamin  WeaiKer,  in  the  west  front  chamber  of 
whose  house  Mr.  Leonard  opened  a  law-office,  and 
there  remained  until  his  building,  constructed  for  that 
purpose,  could  be  finished,  the  materials  of  which 
were  obtained  at  Raynham,  and  brought  down  Taun- 
ton River  and  up  Assonet  River  to  Assonet  village 
in  Freetown,  and  set  up  a  little  south  of  the  Congre- 
gational meeting-house. 

Mr.  Leonard  did  not  long  remain  in  Freetown,  but 
returned  to  Raynham.  The  building  he  put  up  for  a 
law -office  was  afterwards  used  for  a  school-house. 

Washinotok  Hathaway  was  a  native  of  Free- 
town. He  was  a  son  of  Joseph  Hathaway  and  wife 
Eunice  Winslow,  and  born  Sept.  4, 1777.  He  was  a 
graduate  of  Brown  University,  Providence,  R.  I. 
His  law-office  stood  on  the  northerly  side  of  Water 
Street,  in  Assonet  village.  Commenced  practice  in  or 
about  1802.    Died  Feb.  10,  1818. 

Qeorob  Bonuh  Nye  Holmes  was  a  native  of 
Rochester,  Mass.,  son  of  Abraham  Holmes,  Esq.,  and 
located  in  Freetown  for  the  practice  of  the  law  in  or 
near  the  year  1810.  His  law-office  was  the  building 
now  used  by  Mr.  Philip  C.  Bryant  for  a  grocery- 
store. 

Hercules  Oushman  was  a  native  of  Middlebor- 
ough.  He  studied  law  with  Hon.  Wilkes  Wood,  of 
his  native  town,  and  received  the  appointment  of 
clerk  of  Plymouth  County  Court.  Located  in  Free- 
town in  or  about  1818,  from  which  town  he  was  elected 
several  times  as  representative  to  the  General  Court, 
and  served  one  year  in  the  Gkivemor's  Council.  He 
was  promoted  to  the  office  of  colonel  of  the  Fifth  Regi- 
ment in  the  local  militia  of  Bristol  County.  Honor- 
ably discharged.  He  returned  to  Middleborough  in 
1828,  and  there  died  in  1882. 

RuFUS  Bacon  was  a  native  of  Rochester,  Mass. 
Came  to  Freetown  in  1814.  Occupied  as  a  law-office 
that  which  had  been  used  by  George  Bonum  Nye 
Holmes. 

June  18, 1818,  Mr.  Bacon  was  commissioned  cap- 
tain of  the  Assonet  Light  Infantry  Company,  which 
position  he  held  until  1824;  was  a  member  of  the 
.  Governor's  Council  one  year ;  chairman  of  County 
Commissioners  in  1828,  which  year  he  removed  to  the 
State  of  New  York. 

Elnathak  p.  Hatheway  was  one  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  Bristol  bar,  and  for  a  long  time  one 
of  the  most  prominent  Democrats  in  the  State.  He 
was  a  personal  friend  of  James  Buchanan,  and  also 
of  Judge  Randall,  father  of  Samuel  J.  Randall,  the 
distinguished  member  of  Congress  from  Philadelphia, 
and  ex-Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  He 
was  selectman  of  his  town,  commissioner  of  insol- 
vency, member  of  the  last  Constitutional  Convention, 
member  of  the  Legislature,  and  later  of  the  Senate, 
was  a  member  of  the  National  Convention  which 


nominated  President  Buchanan,  and  was  subsequently 
offered  the  collectorship  of  Boston,  which  he  declined. 
He  was  eogaged  for  a  long  time  in  most  of  the  impor- 
tant oases  that  came  before  the  courts  of  Bristol 
County.  He  was  popular  with  his  brothers  at  the  bar, 
and  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Timothy  G.  Coffin  and 
William  Baylies. 

Mr.  Hatheway  was  a  direct  descendant  on  the  pa- 
ternal side  from  Ann  Hathaway,  the  wife  of  Shake- 
speare, and  on  the  mother's  side  from  Robert  Cush- 
man,  the  Puritan.  Elnathan  P.  Hatheway  was  a 
graduate  of  Brown  University  in  the  class  of  1816. 

Ezra  Wilkinson  came  to  Freetown  in  March, 
1829,  and  opened  a  law-office  in  the  building  that  had 
been  used  for  that  purpose  by  George  Bonum  Nye 
Holmes  and  RuAis  Bacon.  Mr.  Wilkinson  was  a 
native  of  Wrentham,  Mass.,  and  a  graduate  of  Brown 
University,  Providence,  R.  I.  From  Freetown  he 
removed  to  Seekonk,  and  from  thence  to  Dedham. 

William  H.  Eddy  was  a  native  of  Middleborough. 
He  located  for  practice  at  Freetown  in  1835.  His 
health  failed  him,  and  he  soon  after  returned  to  Mid- 
dleborough and  died. 

Joseph  Hathaway  was  a  native  of  Freetown,  and 
located  for  the  practice  of  law  in  Fall  River,  where 
he  was  once  elected  as  a  member  of  the  General 
Court.  Came  back  to  and  opened  a  law-office  at 
Assonet  village  in  1887.  Somewhat  distinguished  as 
a  temperance  lecturer,  claiming  to  be,  as  he  did,  a 
"  reformed  drunkard."  Went  back  to  the  practice  of 
law  at  Fall  River  in  1844..  Did  not  remain  long,  but 
again  returned  to  Freetown,  where  he  died  April  22, 
1865.  He  was  a  son  of  John  Hathaway,  of  Free- 
town, and  wife  Betsey  Winslow.' 

The  sbnior  members  of  the  bar  of  this  county  have 
many  of  them  made  up  their  records;  those  still  left 
are  soon  to  follow,  and  the  juniurs  are  to  assume  their 
places  at  the  bar  and  on  the  bench ;  to  them  will  soon 
,  be  committed  these  great  responsible  trusts.  The 
I  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions  is  committed  to  the 
I  guardianship  and  keeping  of  the  bar  and  judiciary 
of  our  free  country,  for  the  history  of  the  world 
teaches,  and  all  free  governments  illustrate,  this  truth, 
that  to  the  profession  of  the  law  civil  government  is 
indebted  for  all  the  safeguards  and  intrenchments 
with  which  the  liberties  of  the  people  are  protected, 
that  legislation  is  shaped,  constitutions  enlarged, 
amended,  and  adopted  by  the  enlightened  administra- 
tion of  the  statesmen,  both  of  England  and  the  United 
States,  who  have  been  in  buth,  and  are  in  all  free  gov- 
ernments, educated  for  the  bar,  and,  ascending  by  the 
inherent  force  of  their  disciplined  professional  life, 
they  become  the  directors  of  the  destinies  of  States 
and  nations. 

Military  chieftains  may  spring  into  power,  tyrants 
may  for  the  hour  dazzle  with  the  glamour  of  military 
parade,  the  pomp  of  war,  an  oppressed  and  frenzied 
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people,  but  they  turn  as  the  cannonade  dies  iiway  to 
the  statesmanship  of  the  country,  and  call  to  the  Par- 
liaments and  congressional  halls  for  final  debate  the 
arbitraments  of  the  liberties  of  the  people.  From 
the  days  of  King  John  to  the  present  hour  the  bar 
and  the  bench  have  furnished  the  statesmen  who  have 
erected  the  bulwarks  of  constitutional  law,  and  ex- 
torted from  tyrants  the  Magna  Ghartas  which  have 
secured  to  the  oppressed  the  guarantee  of  free  insti- 
tutions. Imbued  with  the  historical  traditions  of 
their  predecessors,  and  tracing  the  paths  they  have 
trod,  emulating  their  good  example,  it  should  become 
more  and  more  the  resolute  purpose  of  the  Bristol 
County  bar  to  so  walk  in  the  light  of  their  professional 
teachings  that  when  they  are  called  to  follow  them  to 
that  upper  court  and  file  their  judgment-roll  of  the 
great  trial  of  life  with  that  Supreme  Judge  from  whose 
bar  they  can  take  no  appeal,— 

"Then  go  not  lik«  Uia  qtiArry**!!^^*  i^t  night 
8ooarg«d  to  hte  dungeon,  bat,  luitained  and  toothed 
By  an  nnfaltering  tniit,  approach  thy  grave 
Like  one  who  wrapa  the  drapery  of  hit  couch 
About  him  and  Ilea  down  to  pleaaant  drAme.** 


CHAPTER  IV. 

MBDIOAL  HISTORY.i 

BRISTOL  NORTH  AND  SOUTH  DISTRICTS  OF  THE  NA88A0I1U- 

816TT8  MXDIOAL  SOCIETY. 

The  Hassaohusetts  Medical  Society  was  formed 
in  1781,  with  power  to  elect  officers,  examine  and 
license  candidates,  hold  real  estate,  and  **  continue  a 
body  politic  and  corporate  by  the  same  name  for- 
ever." 

The  society  is  intended  to  include  all  regular  phy- 
sicians practicing  medicine  in  the  commonwealth, 
and  admission  takes  place  according  to  the  following 
extract  from  Charter  82,  Massachusetts  I^aws,  1859 : 

"No  person  shall  hereafter  become  a  member  of 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  except  upon  ex- 
amination by  the  censors  of  said  society ;  and  any 
person  of  good  moral  character,  found  to  possess  the 
qualifications  prescribed  by  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  said  society,  shall  be  admitted  a  fellow  of  said 
society." 

The  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  includes  seven- 
teen district  societies,  all  of  which  are  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  parent  society.  District  societies  consist 
of  the  fellows  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society 
residing  within  such  districts  respectively  wherein 
the  communication  of  cases  and  experiments  may  be 
made,  and  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  in  medicine 
and  surgery  may  be  encouraged  and  promoted.    Dis- 

>  Tilt  artielce  on  the  Maatachneetts  Medical  Society  and  the  Briatol 
North  Dlitrlet  Society  were  oontribnted  hy  SHaa  D.  Preabrey,  M.D^  of 
Tannton,  and  the  article  on  Briatol  Sooth  DIetrict  Society  by  Dr.  John 
H.  Maclll^  of  Maw  Bedford. 


trict  societies  "  may  appoint  their  own  officers,  and 
establish  regulations  for  their  particular  government 
not  repugnant  to  the  by-laws  of  the  general  society ; 
and  shall  be  capable  to  purchase  and  receive  by  do- 
nation books,  philosophical  and  chirurg^cal  instru- 
ments, or  other  personal  property,  and  may  hold  and 
dispose  of  the  same,  exclusive  of  any  authority  of  the 
general  society." 

There  are  in  Bristol  County  two  such  district  soci- 
eties,— Bristol  North  District  Medical  Society  and 
Bristol  South  District  Medical  Society. 

Bristol  North  District  Medical  Society  was  or- 
ganized June  20, 1849,  and  "  consists  of  all  the  fel- 
lows of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  residing  in 
the  city  of  Taunton,  and  in  the  towns  of  Seekonk, 
Attleborough,  Rehobotii,  Norton,  Mansfield,  Easton, 
Raynham,  Berkley,  Freetown,  Somerset,  Dighton, 
Swansea,  and  none  other."  By  a  change  in  the  State 
line,  March  1,  1862,  almost  the  whole  of  Pawtucket 
and  a  portion  of  Seekonk,  since  known  as  East  Prov- 
idence, were  ceded  to  Rhode  Island.  Prior  to  that 
date  fellows  residing  therein  were  members  of  the 
Bristol  North  District  Medical  Society,  but  at  that 
time  they  lost  their  membership  in  the  District  So- 
ciety and  became  non-resident  fellows  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society. 

The  first  meeting  for  the  organization  of  this  society 
was  held  at  East  Attleborough,  Jan.  20, 1849.  There 
were  present  at  this  meeting  Drs.  Benoni  Carpenter, 
of  Pawtucket ;  Seba  A.  Carpenter,  of  Attleborough  ; 
James  B.  Dean,  of  Taunton ;  Johnson  (Gardner,  of 
Seekonk ;  Thaddeus  Phelps,  of  Attleborough ;  Menzies 
R.  Randall,  of  Rciioboth ;  Phineas  Savery,  of  Attle- 
borough ;  Caleb  Swan,  of  North  Easton.  Dr.  M.  B. 
Randall  was  made  chairman,  and  Dr.  Benoni  Carpen- 
ter selcretary.  A  committee  was  chosen,  consisting  of 
Drs.  Carpenter,  Gardner,  and  Phelps,  who  reported  a 
"  draft  for  by-laws,"  which  were  accepted  and  adopted 
in  the  usual  manner.  Thereupon  the  organization 
was  completed  by  the  choice  of  the  following  officers: 
President,  Seba  A.  Carpenter;  Vice-President,  Men- 
zies R.  Randall ;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  William*  F. 
Perry  (not  before  mentioned);  Librarians,  Phineas 
Savery,  James  B.  Dean. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  members  of  the  Bristol 
North  District  Medical  Society  from  1849  to  1888,*  al- 
phabetically arranged : 


1862. 

1802. 
1852. 
1882. 
1809. 
1870. 
1860. 
1862. 
1860. 
1878. 


Alba,  Bdwin  Maaon. 

Allan,  William  Oaorca. 
Aspinwall,  Thomas  W. 
Baker,  Harry  Baeelier. 
BauMtt,  KIton  Jamaa. 
Battarthall,  JoMph  Ward. 
Blanding,  William. 
Bronaon,  John  Richardaon. 
Brown,  Henry  M. 
Brown,  John  Peadaa. 


Bflddaaoa. 


A  tUeboro*,  aflerwarde 

Willlamaport,  Pa. 
Maasfleld. 
Seekonlc. 
Dighton. 
Tannton. 
AtUeborongh. 
Beholioth. 
AtUeborongh. 
North  Attlaboroogli. 
Tannton. 


Died. 


«d 


ji 

1804. 

1807. 

•••••••• 

•••e**e 

1867. 

•  ••«••• 

•••ea«e 

•eaecaa 

1874. 

eaeea** 
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1871. 
1871. 
1859. 
1848. 
18tf:t. 
1846. 
1848. 
1839. 
1866. 
1858. 
1844. 
I860. 
1873. 

1856. 

1840. 
1869. 
1882. 
1843. 

1882. 
1868. 
1823. 
1882. 
1835. 
1843. 
1855. 
1866. 
1848. 
1866. 
1861. 
1876. 
1854. 
1852. 

1852. 
1853. 
1819. 
1882. 
1862. 
1864. 
1877. 
1852. 
1859. 
1864. 

1841. 
1852. 
1864. 
1869. 

1867. 

1836. 
1863. 
1841. 
1866. 
1852. 

1862. 
1832. 
1863. 
1879. 
1876. 
1867. 

1843. 
1841. 
1866. 
1833. 
1835. 
1862. 
1876. 
1880. 
1866. 
1846. 
1869. 
1881. 
1834. 
1875. 


Mmd*. 


Bullard,  Herbert  Cutler, 
liiirdeii,  Krederick  Lyiaiider. 
Surge.  William  B. 
CMipenier,  BeDoni. 
CHi'penter,  M»roua  S. 
Cnriienter,  SeLe  A. 
Cliuce,  Joliu  Bowere. 
ClMpp,  SylvAiiiu.    . 
C-ubb,  John  Kdward. 
C'ugM well,  (iwtrgB  Badger. 
Dean,  Jnmea  Briutou. 
Dcanr,  Aeahel  Sumner. 
Klliii,  George  LiTiugatone. 

Fobei,  Joeeph  BuMe'tt 

F<ieter.  Janice  Wolcott 
Gage,  William  Hathome. 
Galligau,  Kdward  Vrancla. 
Gardner,  Jubneoo; 

Gerould,  Joeeph  Bowdtteh. 
Godding.  William  W. 
Gordun,  William. 
Golden,  Mlubarl  Cbarlea. 
Guiihee,  Jobu  Ilatbaway. 
Hatch.  Joeeph  H. 
liulmau,  Silae  Athertoo. 
llowHrd,  George  0. 
Howe,  Charlea. 
Hubbard,  Charlee  Tbacber. 
Hubbard,  Henry  Babcock. 
Huichlueou,  Marcello. 
KlmUII,  Daniel  F. 
King.  Dan. 

Knapp,  Kphralm. 
Urkin,  SibM  8. 
Leonard,  George. 
Mackie,  George. 
Man  ley,  Edwin. 
MuGormick.Edward  George. 
Moure,  Frvderick  0. 
Morton,  Lloyd. 
Murphy,  Jonepb. 
Newman,  Albert. 

Nicholae,  Joeeph  Dean. 
MIcbolae,  Thomaa  Gilbert 
Paige,  Nomue. 
I'aun,  Amoe  Boewurth. 

Payne,  Ameea  KlUot. 

Perry,  William  Frederick. 
Phelpe.  Klieha. 
Phelps,  Tliaddeua. 
Preebrey,  Silaa  Dean. 
Baudall,  Dautel  F. 

Randall,  George  Henry. 
Randnll,  Mwntiee  Rayner. 
Baneom,  Matbantel  Morton. 
Richmond.  George  Baratow. 
Roblneon,  Walter  Scott. 
Ryau,  Jamee  0. 

Sampeon,  Ira. 
Savory,  Pblueae. 
Sproat,  Henry  Hamilton. 
Swan,  Celeb. 
Talbot,  Charlee. 
Tliompeou,  Charlee  K. 
Tilden,  Frank  Klmer. 
Tutten,  John  Edmund. 
Turner,  Obed  0. 
Wplliugton,  Jamee  Lloyd. 
Whitney.  Jamee  Ome. 
Wilniarth,  Alfred  Warren. 
Wood,  Alfred. 
Tale,  Joeeph  Cumminga. 


Beddenot. 


North  Attleborough. 

North  Attleborougb. 

Taunton. 

Pawtneket,  B.  I. 

Maiiefleld. 

Attleborougb. 

TMntun. 

Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

Taunton. 

North  Baaton. 

Taunton. 

Tauntou. 

Taunton,  afterwardi 

Mlddleborough. 
Taunton,  afterwarde 

Bridgewater. 
North  Atlleborough. 
Taunton. 
Taunton. 
Se^konk,  afterwarde 

PruTidence,  U.  I. 
North  Attleborougb. 
Thunton. 
Taunton. 
Tauntou. 
Rayuhaui. 
Attleborougb. 
Taunt>u. 
Attleborougb. 
Tauntou. 
Taunton. 
Ttiunton. 
Taunton. 
Rehoboth. 
Tnunton  and  Green« 

tflle,  R.  I. 
Attleborougb. 
Attltt  borough. 
Taunton. 
AttlelMrongb. 
Taunton. 
Taunton. 
Taunton. 
Pawtucket»  R.  I. 
Taunton. 
Taunton,  aflerwarda 


Mid- 


Died. 


Taunton. 
Freetown. 
Tnunton. 
Saet  Tnnnton, 

dleborough. 
Tnunton,  afterwarde 

Brockton. 
Manefleld. 

Nortli  Attleborougb. 
North  Attleborougb. 
Taunton. 
Rehoboth,  afterwarde 

Oheeterfleld,  N.  H. 
North  Rehoboth. 
North  Rehoboth. 
Taunton. 
Dightou. 
Taunton. 
Taunton,  afterwarda 

BMt  Abington. 
Tnunton. 
Attleborough. 
Freetown. 
BMton. 
DIghton. 
AtUeborough. 
North  Eaeton. 
Attleborougb. 
Attleborough. 
Swaneea. 
Pawtucket,  R.  I. 
Taunton. 
Taunton. 
Taunton. 




•••e*«* 

••ea«*» 

1877. 

••••••• 

1801. 

e»>  •••• 

18tM. 

1881. 
187-. 
18-. 

••••   •• 

1*874. 

iiZ, 

1878. 

1868. 

1809. 

••e*«** 

ee« t ••• 

1862. 

i*87*7. 

i'sM*. 

18*-. 
1862. 

1870*. 

••••••• 

1877. 

ee«**«« 

1864. 
1860. 

eeeeeee 

1866. 

1866. 

1874. 
1*87*7.* 

•••••• a 

•••eae« 

1870. 
1883. 

e«**««e 

1873. 

1878. 

••••••e 

1879. 

» 

e««*«*a 

1882. 

••• e*ea 

187-. 
1871. 
1863. 

1807. 

1870. 
1880. 

ee*  •••  • 

i'873.' 

1879. 

June  20,  1849.— Preeldent,  Seba  A.  Carpenter;  Ylce-Preeident,  M.  R. 

Randall;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  William  F.Perry;  Librariana, 

phiueae  Savery,  Jamee  B.  Dean. 
March  20,  I860.— President,  Johneon  Gardner;  Vloe-Preeldent,  Joeeph 

H.  Hetch ;  Secretary  and  Trf  aturer,  Tliaddeui  Phelpe ;  Llbrariane, 

Phineae  Savery,  Jamee  B.  Dean. 
March  19, 1851.— Preeldent,  Johneon  Gardner;  Ylce-Preeident,  Joeeph 

H.  Hatch;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Tliaddeue  Phelpe;  Librarians, 


Phineaa  Savery,  Jamee  B.  Dean;  Oonndlors,  BenonI  Qurpaater, 
Johneon  Gardner,  Charles  Howe;  Crneore,  Qsleb  Swan,  M.  B. 
Bandall,  Phineas  Savery. 

March  10,  186S.— Preeldent,  Qsleb  Swan;  Yioa-Preaident,  Joeeph  H. 
Batch;  Seoretary  and  Treaenrvr,  Thaddrns  Phelpe;  LlUmriaos^ 
Phineas  Savery,  Jamee  B.  Dean ;  Couneilon,  Benool  Qsrpenler,  Ira 
Sampeon,  Chariee  Howe ;  Oeneors,  Phineas  Savery,  H.  R.  Raudall, 
Daniel  King,  Jamee  B.  Dean,  Joeeph  D.  Nichols. 

March  0, 1863.— Preeldent,  M.  R.  Baudall;  Ylca- President, Ira  Sampaon ; 
Secretary  aud  Trcaeurer,  William  Dickinson ;  Llbrariane,  James  B. 
Dean,  Phineas  Savery ;  Cottncllon^  Benonl  Carpenter,  J.  D.  NIcIkiIs, 
Daniel  King;  Geneors,  Thaddeus  Phelps,  diaries  Howe,  J.  B.  Dean. 

March  8,  1864.— President,  Ira  Sampenu;  Yica-Prveldeut,  Thaddeus 
Phelps;  Secretary  and  Treaenrer,  WUlhim  Dicklneon;  Librariana, 
nisha  Phelps,  Jam«4  B.  Dean ;  Councilors,  Daniel  King,  Benoul 
Obrpenter,  Joeeph  D.  Nichole;  Ceneora,  Thaddeus  Phelps,  Cliarlea 
Howe,  James  B.  Dean. 

March  14,  1866.— Praddent,  Ira  Sampeon;  Yioa-PreeMent,  Thaddeus 
Phel|is;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Kllslia  l*bel|is:  LIbmriaus,  J.  D. 
Deau,  Albert  Newmau ;  Councilors,  Dauiel  King,  Ik'nunl  Carpenter, 
J.D.  Nichols;  Ceueura,  Thaddeus  Phelps, Charles  Howe,  Thomas  Q. 
NichoU. 

March  12, 1866.— President,  Tliaddens  Pheli«;  Yice- President,  Benonl 
Ciiri>*'Utor:  Socrvtnry  and  Treasurer,  Clisrice  llowo;  Ubrariane, 
Jauit-s  U.  Dphu,  Albert  Newumu;  Couucilura,  J.  U.  Nichole,  Uonunl 
CariKinter,  WiUiiini  Dlckineuu,  Qileb  Swan;  CtMieiin,  Thomas  Q. 
Nichule,  Llyyd  Morton,  Johneon  QNidner. 

March  II,  1857.— Preeldent,  Thaddeus  Phelpe;  Ylce  Preeldent,  B«<n(Uit 
Carpenter;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Charlee  lluwe;  Cumniiieiioner 
on  Trials,  Daniel  King;  Librarians,  James  II.  Dmn,  Juhu  It.  Bron- 
son;  Councilors,  Benonl  Carpenter, Daniel  King.  Juepph  D.  Nichols; 
Censors,  Tliomas  G.  Nichols,  Johnson  Gardner,  Lluyd  Blortuu. 

March  10, 1868.— President,  Benonl  Carpenter;  Vice- i*resldunt.  Dauiel 
King;  Secretary  and  Treaeurer,  Cliarlee  Huwe;  Ounioiie»luuer  on 
Trials,  Diiniel  King;  Llbrariane,  Johu  B.  Chace,  J«ilin  B.  Brunsou; 
Councilors,  Danld  King,  J.  D.  Nichola,  Johnson  Gardner;  Ceiisora, 
J.  G.  Nichols,  Johnson  Gardner,  Charlee  Howe. 

March  9,  18J9.— Preeldent,  Benonl  Carpentur;  Yica-PreeJdonI,  Daniel 
King;  Socretiuy  and  Treasursr,  diaries  Howe;  Commiesioner  on 
Trials,  Daniel  King;  Librarians.  J.  U.  duice,  Thaddeus  Phelpe; 
Councilors,  Ira  Siimpson,  Thaddeus  Phelpe,  Johnson  Gardner;  Cen- 
sors, Johnson  Gardner,  T.  G.  NichoU,  ClMrles  Howe. 

March  14, 1800.— Preeldent,  Charies  Howe;  Ylce-President,  J.  R.  Bron- 
son ;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Thomas  O.  Nichols ;  Commiesioner 
on  Trials,  B.  dtrpcnter;  Librariaua,  J.  B.  Chaca,  Thaddeus  Phelpe; 
Councilors,  Johnson  Gardner,  Benonl  Ckrpenter,  Thaddeus  Phelps, 
Charles  Talbot;  Ceneora,  Johnson  Gardner,  Jusoph  Murphy,  J.  D. 
Nichols. 

March  13, 1801.— Praeldent,  Charlee  Howe;  Ylce- President,  J.  U.  Bron- 
son ;  Secretary  aud  Treaaurer,  J.  B.  Chace;  Comuilssiouar  oh  Trials, 
Thaddeus  l*helpe;  Librarian,  Thaddeus  l*hol|ie;  Couucilura,  John* 
son  Gardner,  Thaddeus  Phelps,  Joeeph  Murpliy,  Benonl  Csrpenter; 
Censors,  J.  B.  Chace,  II.  B.  Hubbard,  J.  R.  Bromion. 

March  12, 1802.— President*  John  R.  Brouson ;  Vice-President,  Joseph 
Murphy;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  J.  B.  Cliact*;  Cbiumbaioner  on 
Triale,  J.  Phelpe;  Librarian,  Ira  Sampeon;  Couucilura,  Benonl  Oku-- 
penter,  Charles  Howe,  Ira  Sampeon,  Thaddeus  Phelpe  ;  Censors,  J. 
B.  Chaos,  H.  B.  Hubbard,  J.  B.  Broneon. 

March  11,  1803.— Preeldent,  John  R.  Broneon ;  Vice-President,  Joeeph 
Murphy;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  J.  B.  diace;  Comniieetouer  on 
Trials,  J.  Phelpe;  Libnirinn,  Ira  Sempeou;  Councilora,  H.  B.  Hub- 
bard. Charlee  Howe,  William  G.  Allen;  Ceneora,  II.  B.  Hubbard,  J. 
B.  Chace,  J.  R.  Broneon. 

March  9, 1804.— Preeldent,  Joseph  Murphy;  Vice-Preeident,  If.  B.  Hub- 
bard; Secretary  and  Troasurer,  Nomue  I*ttige;  Libntrlan,  Ira  Samp- 
son ;  Councilora,  Thaddoue  IMieIpe,  J.  It.  Broneon,  Williuiu  O.  Allen, 
dtarlee  Howe;  Ceneora,  J.  B.  Chace,  H.  B.  Hubbard,  J.  K.  Broneon. 

March  8, 1865.— President,  Joneph  Murphy ;  Vice-President,  Henry  B. 
Hubbard ;  Secretary  and  Treiuurer,  Nomus  Pulge ;  Cummlsaiuner 
on  Trials,  J.  R.  Bronson;  Librarian,  Ira  Sampeon;  Councilora,  J. 
R.  Bronson,  Thaddeus  Phelps,  Willhim.  0.  Allen;  Ceue^irs,  U.  B. 
Hubbard,  J.  R.  Broneon,  J.  B.  diace. 

March  14, 1800.— Proeident,  Ilonry  U.  ilubUrd;  VIce-Proeldont,  J.  B. 
diAoe;  Secretary  and  Treeeurar,  Nomue  I'uigo;  Commlseloner  on 
Trisls.  W.  G.  Allen;  Librarian,  Ira  Sampeon;  Councilors,  Thad- 
deus Phelps;  William  O.  Allun,  J.  B.  Fobee.Obed.  C.  Turner;  Cen- 
eora, J.  R.  Bronaon,  Joeeph  Murphy,  S.  D.  Preebrey. 
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Mnreh  13, 1887.— President,  Joaoph  B.  Fob«i;  Vle^PmlHent,  811m  D. 
Prosbrey ;  Secretar.v  and  Trfwnirer,  Momni  P«lge :  Oommlaionar 
on  Tiijila,  J.  R.  Bronaon;  LibrariRn,  Ini  Snmpnon;  Goiincilort, 
Willliuii  0.  Alien,  Timddeni  Plielpa,  GlmrlM  Iluwe,  J.  D.  Fobea; 
Oemom,  Jmaph  Mnrpliy,  8.  P.  Pronbrcy,  Gforge  C.  llownrd. 

March  II,  1868.~Prefl<lent,  WillUm  0.  Allen;  VIoe-Pretldant,  8.  D. 
PTMbrey ;  86erettiry  and  TrwMiirer,  Nomas  PnUe;  Oomnilwioner  on 
Triiilt,  CliAriM  Howe;  Librarian,  Kdwiu  ManlAj;  Ouandlort,  J.  R. 
Bronaon,  H.  B.  Hubbard,  Joseph  Mnrphay,  8.  D.  Preibrey;  Gonsora, 
Thaddana  Phalpa,  J.  B.  Cbace,  O.  0.  Tarnar. 

Mareh  10, 1880.— Prealdant,  8llaa  D.  Preabray;  VIca-Praaldant,  Obad.  0. 
Turnar;  8ecralary  and  Traaaurar,  Gliarlea  T.  Ilnltbard;  Gommla- 
alonar  on  Trials,  N.  Palga;  Librarian,  John  K.  Oobb;  Ooandlora, 
J.  R.  Bronnoo,  II.  B.  Ilabhard,  Gliarlaa  Howe,  Joaaph  Murphy ;  Cao- 
aora,  Thaddana  I'halpa,  J.  B.  Cliaca,  William  0.  Allan. 

Mareh  9,  1870.—  Prealdant,  8Uaa  D.  Preabray ;  Vlca^Preaidant,  Momus 
Palga;  Sacratary  and  Treaanrar,  Elton  J.  Baaaatt ;  Oommiaaionar  on 
Triala,  J.  B.  Bronaon ;  Couocllora,  Nomua  Patga,  Joaeph  Murphy, 
Amoa  B.  Pann,  Hanry  H.  8proat ;  Oanaora,  J.  B.  Oliaca,  Thaddaus 
Phalpa,  Cliarlea  Ilowa. 

March  8,  1871.— Prasldani.  Nomua  Palga;  Vloa-Praaident,  Obad.  0. 
Turnar;  8acrefary  and  Treasurer,  B.  J.  Baaaatt;  Coromisalonar  on 
Triala,  A.  B.  Pann;  Librarian,  H.  H.  Spront;  Oonndlors,  8.  D. 
Praabray, Chariaa  Howa,  J.  R.  Bronson,  Joaeph  Murphy;  Caiitora, 
W.  W.  Godding,  Banoni  Oarpantar,  8.  D.  Prasbrey. 

March  13, 1872.— Prealdent,  William  W.  Godding;  Ylce-Prealdent,  T. L. 
Burden;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  E.  J.  Bossctt;  Commissioner  on 
Trials, Charles  Howe;  Librarian,  H.  H.  8proat;  Councilors,  J.  R. 
Bronson,  Joseph  Mnrphy,  Benoni  Carpenter,  8.  D.  Presbrey;  Cen- 
sors, Joseph  Murphy,  William  G.  Allen,  J.  B.  Cbace. 

March  IS,  187:1. — President,  Benoni  Carpenter;  Vlco-Preiiidenf,  Charles 
Huira;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  E.  J.  Bas^ett;  CommlMloner  on 
Trials,  W.  W.  Godding;  Librarian,  J.  B.  Chace;  Councilors,  J.  R. 
Bronson,  Joseph  Murphy,  8.  D.  Presbrey,  Nomus  Paige ;  Censors, 
Joseph  Murphy,  8.  D.  Presbrey,  A.  B.  Pann. 

Mareh  12, 1874.— President,  Banoni  Carpenter;  Vice-President,  Cliarles 
Howa;  Sacratary  and  Treasurer,  E.  J.  Bassett;  Commissioner  on 
Trials,  W.  W.  Godding;  Librarian,  A.  B.  Pann;  Councilors,  J.  R. 
Bronson,  Joaeph  Murphy,  8.  D.  Presbrey,  A.  8.  Dean ;  Censors,  Jossph 
Mnrphy,  8.  D.  Presbrey,  George  L.  Ellis. 

April  22, 1876.— President,  Charles  Howe ;  Vice-Prei^ident, E.  J.  Bassett; 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  A.  8.  Deane ;  Commiskioner  on  Trials,  H. 
0.  Bnllanl;  Librarian,  II.  H.  Spmat;  Conncilnrs,  J.  II.  Dronson, 
S.  D.  PrMbrey,  Nomns  Paige,  Joseph  Mnrphy ;  Censors,  W.  W.  God- 
ding, G.  L.  Ellis,  N.  M.  Ransom,  8.  D.  Presbrey,  Joseph  Mnrphy. 

April  20,  1870.- President,  W.  W.  Godding;  Vice-President,  Nomns 
PAlga;  Secretary  and  Treannrar,  A.  8.  Deane;  Commissioner  on 
Trials,  J.  R.  Bronson;  Librarian,  A.  8.  Deane;  Cunncllors,  J.  R. 
Bronson,  Cliarlee  Howe,  Joaeph  Murphy,  8.  D.  Presbrey :  Censors, 
H.  a  Bullard,  G.  L.  Ellis,  E.  J.  Bassett,  W.  G.  Allen,  ^.  D.  Pres- 
brey. 

April  19,  1877.— President,  W.  W.  Godding;  Yioe-President,  Nomus 
Paige;  Sacratary,  W.  8.  Robinson  ;  Treasurer,  Charles  Howe;  Com- 
missioner on  Trials,  J.  R.  Bronson;  Librarian,  A.  8.  Deane;  Conn- 
cllors,  J.  R.  Bronson,  Charles  Howe,  Joaeph  Murphay,  8.  D.  Pras- 
brey; Censors,  II.  C.  Bullard,  G.  L.  Ellis,  E.  J.  Bassett,  W.  G.  Allen, 
8.  D.  Presbrey. 

April  18, 1b78.— President,  Nomns  Paige ;  Vloa-Prasident,  H.  C.  Bullard ; 
Secretary,  W.  8.  Robinson ;  Treasurer,  Charles  Howe ;  Commissioner 
on  Triali«,  J.  U.  Bronson ;  Librarian,  N.  M.  Ransom ;  Conncllors, 
J.  R.  Broitsnn.  Cliarles  Howe,  Joaeph  Mnrpliey,  8.  D.  Presbrey; 
Censors,  8. 1).  Presbrey,  II.  C.  Dnllard,  G.  L.  Ellis,  N.  M.  Ransom, 
E.  J.  Bassett. 

April  17, 1870.— President,  H.  C.  Bollard ;  Vice-President,  N.  M.  Ran- 
enm ;  Secretary,  W.  8.  Robinson ;  Treasurer,  Charles  Howa ;  Com- 
nilssioner*on  Trials,  J.  Murphy ;  LIbiarinn,  Charles  Howa;  Coun- 
dlura,  J.  R.  Brunaon,  N.  Pnige,  8.  D.  Presbrey;  Censors,  E.  J. 
Bassett,  Cliarles  Howe,  8.  D.  Presbrey,  N.  Paige,  J.  P.  Brown. 

AprillS,  1880.— Preeidsnt,  II.  C.  Bnllard;  Vice-Preddent,  N.  M.  Ran- 
som ;  Sacratary,  W.  8.  Robln«on  ;  Treasurer,  Cliarles  llou-e ;  Com- 
Missioneron  Trials,  N.  Pslge;  Librarian,  (Hiarles  Howe;  Council- 
ors, J.  R.  Bronson,  8.  D.  Presbrey,  Joseph  Murphy  ;  Censors,  E.  J. 
Bassett,  8.  D.  Preslirey,  N.  Paige,  Cliarlns  II owe,  J.  P.  Brown. 

April  21. 1881.— Presltlent,  N.  M.  Ransom  ;  Vice-Prenldent,  J.  P.  Brown ; 
Secretary,  George  II.  Itichmotul;  Treasurer,  Charles  Howe;  Oim* 
missioneron  Trials, N  PiiIkh;  Librarian, Cliarles  Iluwe;  Cuuncllms, 
J.  R.  Bronaon,  8.  D.  Presbrey,  Joseph  Murphy;  Censors,  Charles 


Howe,  E.  J.  Bassett,  A.  W.  Wiloiarth,  W.  S.  Robinson,  J.  S. 
Tottan. 
April  20, 1882.— Praddant,  N.  M.  Ranaom;  Tioa-Predd^t,  J.  P.  Brown; 
Secretary,  E.  F.  Gaillgan;  Treasurer,  Charles  Howa;  OommiadoBar 
on  Trials,  N.  Paige ;  Librarian,  J.  B.  Gerould ;  Oonodlora,  Joaaph 
Mnrphy,  8.  D.  Prasbrey,  J.  E.  Tottan,  N.  Paige;  Caneofs,  Chartei 
Howe,  W.  8.  Robinson,  S.  J.  Baaaett,  J.  B.  Tottan,  A.  W.  Wilmarth. 

According  to  Article  V.  of  the  by-laws,  adopted 
June  20, 1849,  the  meetings  of  the  society  were  quar- 
terly, and  holden  on  the  third  Wednesdays  of  June, 
September,  December,  and  March,  the  last  being  the 
annual  meeting,  at  which  meeting  all  officers  were 
elected.  Article  IV.  provides  that  "  the  society  shall 
hold  its  meetings  alternately  at  East  Attleborough  and 
Taunton."  But  this  article  was  amended  Sept.  18, 
1854,  so  as  to  read,  "This  society  shall  hold  its  meet- 
ings at  such  places  as  by  vote  it  shall  determine.'' 
Sept.  9, 1854,  both  these  articles  were  again  amended, 
so  that  there  should  be  but  two  regulitr  meetings  a 
year,  the  annual  in  March,  and  the  semi-annual  in 
September.  The  last  meeting  held  in  Attleborough  was 
on  Sept.  10,  1873.  Since  that  time  all  the  meetings 
have  been  held  in  Taunton.  At  a  meeting,  Sept.  16, 
1875,  a  new  code  of  by-laws  was  reported  by  a  special 
committee  which  had  been  appointed  to  suggest  the 
alterations  of  the  by-laws  necessary  to  make  them 
conform  to  those  of  the  parent  society.  According  to 
Article  VII.  of  that  code,  which  is  now  in  force, 
"  The  annual  meeting  of  the  society  shall  be  held 
between  the  15th  of  April  and  the  15th  of  May,  and,  if 
not  otherwise  ordered,  it  shall  be  on  the  third  Thurs- 
day of  April.  If  in  any  year  this  day  should  be  less 
than  ten  days  before  the  annual  meeting  of  the  State 
society,  this  society  shall  fix  another  day  by  vote,  or, 
if  it  neglects  to  do  so,  a  day  shall  be  specified  by  the 
president.  A  stated  meeting  of  the  society  shall  like- 
wise be  held  on  the  third  Thursday  in  September. 
The  secretary  shall  call  a  special  meeting  on  the  writ- 
ten application  of  five  members. 

"  Meetings  for  scientific  improvement  may  be  held 
at  such  times  and  places  as  shall  be  determined  by 
the  society. 

"AH  meetings  shall  be  held  in  Taunton,  unless  other- 
wise ordered  by  vote  at  a  previous  stated  meeting." 

A  careful  perusal  of  the  records  will  convince  one 
that  in  the  main  the  members  have  attended  faith- 
fully to  their  duty  in  "  communicating  any  instructive 
cases  which  may  have  occurred  in  their  practice,  any 
useful  discovery  which  may  have  been  made  in  medi- 
cine or  surgery  or  the  allied  sciences,  and  any  invention 
which  may  have  practical  application  in  the  same." 
As  touching  upon  this  point,  it  is  quite  interesting  to 
read  the  accounts  of  the  first  tentative  applications  of 
the  fever  thermometer,  which  has  since  become  the 
constant  companion  and  trustworthy  assistant  of  the 
practitioner.  We  read  also  with  interest  the  records 
of  the  first  u.se  of  the  hypodermic  syringe,  as  reported 
by  a  gentleman  who  was  a  pioneer  in  this  vicinity  in 
its  application  to  relieve  suffering.  The  record  de- 
scribes the  interest  of  the  members  in  the  instrument^ 
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Mid  goes  on  to  ipeak  of  tbe  man;  quwUom  that  w«re 
Mk«d  and  aiuwered  r^arding  the  method  and  rMulta 
of  ita  ainplo7inent.  NumtMrlaaa  Inatrnctfve  cawa 
have  been  reporMd,  which  have  atlmuUtad  im- 
portant dlKUHlona.  Ac  nearly  every  meeting  an 
eaaay  haa  been  read  npon  aome  subject  of  interent  to 
the  memhen  and  importance  to  the  community. 
-  Following  are  the  names  of  active  member*,  Janu- 
ary,. 188S:  . 


BuMtLBttoaJi 


.JoMpliWsnl„. 
Dnnvn,  joha  BistawdMB... 
Bmra,  Jobn  Pwlii. ....—. 
Bollvl,  IteliarlOaUw-..^ 
BaidM,  FnMclik  Lnwdi 
Oocnnll,  Owi*  MBW.^ 


«r— .„_.l>l«hloa. 

k...;. TUnUtl .....rOtOK 


»ii,a«i*B> 

a,  iMballupi 


..  Hunk  Attlfbonuth , 


_ilill>g,  U»rd  fruda — TubUd — _. — BmtMiit. 
Oanulil,  JoHpta  Bi»dllsli.....II.  AtUaboiDBgli^.Ulinriu, 


Ooldtn,  KIshHl  OtiarlM..... 


Waad.  AlAwl- 


Briitol  South  Diitriot  Hadiiwl  Booie^.— At  a 
meeting  of  the  councilors  of  the  MaaaachuBetU 
Medical  Society,  held  at  Boston  April  8,  1839,  the 
charter  of  the  society  was  granted,  as  appears  by  the 
following  extract  from  the  records  : 

"TV  Aluaspib  Bud,  Abdiiw  MAmi.  Pidl  Siwiiii,  Sunu 
Siwtu,  Ji-uci  A.  Hiiaiw,  Wuluh  0.  Waitiinai.  Mlswi  at 
MldKElfVisntllngi  Tuur  ■ppIlAllan,  DiilalDdBt  rami,  nquHllai 
IhBt  ■  dlMrtct  or  wbaidlMU  Bitdlcsl  Hcitlj.  naldlnf  Ib  th*  rallawlo| 

MiIB(  In  IbaooBiiljaf  Bridal,  III.:  New  Bi 
rrHtewB,  rilrluTen,  DBrtawUi,  wid  W> 
myauKith,  Klddlaboruuili,  RoohHUr,  ■[ 
OoBBI^,  OkHmuk.TMiutjr,  iDd  KdgBrtowE 


fuid,  hll  lUxr,  TauDlaD 
ipari  I  Id  Ibi  cmibU  " 
WuihuB)    In    Dflkt' 


>r  April,  * 


tanotlhli  eaDBMVHJIb  anllUad'AB  Act  Ib  addition  lo  iBUI  in- 
UUad'AD  AMtalD«>n>"Ua»rUlii  pantiiu  by  Iha  aunaoriha  Haw 
abBHtli  Hadiaal  Sualatf ,"  'aDtlioililDC  Iha  couBcllora  or  m\i  mtcMj 
tharaBBloadkllBgt  or  nUrdluUioclrtr  bjlha  UBMorthaBuulharn 
DlilricI  HadlBl  BoclatT,  li  harabj  ealabllilitd,  to  ooodit  ot  Uiuh  fal- 
len or  Iha  MiMobBoatta  Madloal  Sinla^  now  nddanti  mibln  tlia 
Umlti  aflniialil,  Ajr  rha  parinaB  ofalacllDf  oScara  bbiI  Inumietlnc  tacb 
othat  liiuluaB)  ■■  ihar  (ball  daan  aipadlwl. 

"t«  TOTiHoBT  wauinF,  Iba  pra(MaBt,parMUinll«thaaIi>reaald  nta 
ot  Iha  uunollank  bu  liananlo  lataeribad  hia  BBBia  noil  uMiad  ilii 
•Hint  IbaeacpaikUDBilIlmaBlbiilSUiday  of  April,  i.n.  Kit. 

"OioKai  U.  8H>Tn>ai,  PrttUtml. 

"AllaMiS.  D.  lOWHlBB,  fifsardlnD  SKnlsrjr." 

Since  the  grants  of  the  foregoing  charter  the 
society's  name  lias  heen  changed  lo  tlie  Bristol  South 
District  Society,  and  conaiista  of  ail  fellows  of  the 
Maaiachusetla  Uedical  Society  residing  within  the 
fallowing  cities  and  towns,  vix. :  New  Bedford,  Fall 


Biver,  WestTord,  Dartmouth,  Fairhaven,  Hiddle- 
borough,  Rochester,  Hatlapoisett,  Wareham,  Nan- 
tucket, Edgartowo,  lisbury,  and  Oiitmark. 

The  records  of  the  society  having  bean  nnfortu- 
nately  lost^  it  Is  impossible  to  give  a  Ibt  of  the  origi- 
nal memben  or  of  the  offlcera  of  the  eodety,  but  b«- 
low  is  a  list  of  all  who  have  been  members  of  the 
society  from  ita  organisation  in  1889  to  the  preeent 
time,  March,  1883 1' 


„.. 

Nbh 

»-»..„. 

UatU 

IMbO. 

Ap. 

isn. 

Abta,  idwBid  p. 

Ka<r  BedtBrd. 

ISM. 

tAbta^B.R'K. 

Hartford,  ttaon. 

iisL 

AUumJabaU. 

Vall  Hlrat. 

isaa! 

■Arcbaf.JaMu  H. 

Wraulham. 

»«i. 

w. 

AI«oi>d,0«tv.. 

isw.' 

teutlKI,  f  ».»:l<  11. 

iuii: 

•Bwllatl.  Lynua. 

ISBt. 

B>^  WllllaB  M. 

im. 
iser. 

•KMiV 

afE-- 

;;::;;; 

im. 

M. 

Unllar,  WluUiiv|i. 

Vluajanl  Uartn. 

-.Z'. 

ISIL 

N.irlMfoid. 

iseu. 

OliSiinl,  Artbur, 

Naw  Badfonl. 

im. 

\m. 

isai. 

UliafiHtn,  W.  J.  B. 

Pall  BlTir. 

iSlT. 

ao»ll.x,IOU"b- 

iiai'. 

u! 

ists. 

•Ouui-iuck,  WllliBn  W. 

Naw  BedlonT   ' 

ins. 

t<Cornlab,Aaruii. 

\»ea. 

IBM. 

isu! 

OuniUli,  Aarun. 

isn. 

1S4U. 

•Sl?J!'WmiI^"u!?i. 

Fall  lit™. 

i'su! 

1B09. 

UI<hllaiowB,OoBn 

{(Xlnua,  WIllUo  11. 

r.11  RKar. 

iser. 

iCl.rk.J.I-li>B. 

ITotLdMKia,  K.  I. 

*D.*la.lhAartt. 

F.II  ajtor. 

it»! 

IS!: 

taddj>iiihuu- 

WarahaBl. 
Fall  RInr. 

tiiul 

IRL 

Sl 

IMd. 

Htw  York. 

iBeg. 

WW. 

t*F-riB(,'il3S..,>. 

Fall  ItlVT. 
Niuuoukal. 

\m 

mi. 

ii. 

IMS. 

'arolaMB,  I*.l. 

Nan  Yurk. 

isu. 

Faarliif ,  BaitluilB. 

WaralHuu. 

fai..i.rX».i7. 

iui. 

lUt 

se. 

ism: 

'o„rd«>.WilllUA.- 

ulnuDUiii. 

l«81. 

Oqu. 

•Oman,  Bdnid  W. 

Khuda  lalawl. 

lisi 

1(M). 

08. 

niardx.  Haoiaiuli.  r. 

BaBFrnncLoa. 

*llMkall,  Joacph. 

im." 

Iloluiai  Al».i.dar  It. 

•Ilwpar,  roaUr 

Fall  BlVar. 

iaK 

sa 

ISH. 

llo<>L»r.  rraUoTlck  H. 

N.^Badlbrd. 

IBM. 

liowa,  WogdUrl.lf.  R. 

tllubUcd,  La.l. 

i>m! 

'nuU.j.J*m^V. 

IBM. 

lUu^.,Qaorg.T. 

h^wB^ifo-L 

IBM. 

Illaiaa,  iniarloL 

ino. 

lliry«>;atapkDnW. 

alZ  u-iiJui. 

ini. 

F.II  K1.V-. 

aj»ulB(a.JuhnH. 
IJonaO»™"n  a. 

Na»  BadCutd. 

iin. 

Htw  York. 

i'eu! 

JackaaB,JohiiII. 

msi! 

im 

IMS. 

KlULOaarc. 

FruikllB. 

IMS. 

Klnn.Jobo  D. 

1B3«. 

tILxkl.  AnI  P. 

isis! 

1B3S. 

Fall  BIrar. 

IBil. 

f  UI.Bd,  t>bl>.<>U  W. 

IBM. 

mi. 

'^Lac>l..nl.llllIUBU. 



IBAS 

*i:ii!^wiiXm: 

KdiarUiwu.  ' 
Vlnajard  ll»in. 

'."^ 

fHudiLa,  Aiidnw. 

N.w'B-lr,ml. 

itii'. 

M.ck^Jubnll. 

mi. 

aM«41,:  l-d-f. 

iwA 

n. 

Jiai. 

t*Kwwii.  WllllaBi  B. 

\ia. 

■  KM. 

IBM. 

•  HB/l>a>,JuhliuB. 

N>»  BailKinl. 

IB:*. 

18«. 

^Kiomtb.t.iKina  J. 

Hsi-r""' 

'— 

isiit! 

tNa'uo...  il.lal'w.  ■ 

i(.»I-Md0..,Ct. 

Tsu: 

I*IU. 

'aiw:i. 

Fi.ll  »>ar. 

O'U.i.Ball.Julin  D. 

••Kni".'- 

i»i: 

im 

ae! 

IMO. 

blganow.!. 

l-liTCa.A.llHrtlu. 

1T.WJII,  Char  In  It, 

IMlt. 

Paul.,  Anoa  11. 

MUlill.-ljulwlfb. 
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_    OtiBriaU 

•Smii,  WllUun  W. 

taw**r,  tntttlci  i. 
.  *S«llli,Iiniii,jF. 
•HnlllTmn.AlalaJ. 

Hnllb,  I*>ranna. 

inillk,U.  US. 

TiJtlor.WllltiinH. 
tTqt(la,OhulMH. 

TBBt1*llDt,J.(l.A. 

Taek>r.  MwhiI  T. 
Tbomima,  Arftd, 

t*WHhWii.  Lamnrl  W. 
•WatalM-,  Itarpti  vr. 

Whhr.  i.  H.  W. 

Whitnn,  K.  U. 
pWill^  rfiomii  T. 
tWdlL  WilllxM  R. 
IWIiliriiln.  Wllllini  a 
JtWIIbiir.llisiniu. 
■Wniwt  ■■■■nr* . 

WImlnv,  llurita  r. 
tWIImi,  Diijiiinln  F. 


Full  Blier. 

IXulmiulb. 

Wnlnurt. 

HldrllibanHiKl 

Hn  Brdrmil. 
lUtluolwIt. 
NtvSwJronl. 


Ilrda  Park 
Km  B«df<inL 
MutUpolMU. 


wIMbrd. 
Mlabnniih. 

nBnironi: 
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Rrglmonl— Thi>  Boiouth  RcRlm 


—Tbt  RlKhlHnlli  Itr^lmcnt— Thn  TwBnlf-Ihlrd  Riifilinsnl~Tha 
Tvnlj-alxlh  n«KlntpDl-Th«  Tmnlj-ntnlh  IlF(>incnt—ThD  Thirty. 
•I(hlh  niglnianl-Th*  Thlrtj-xlnlh  Rcgliuaol— Ths  rorUclh  Eg«l- 
mant — Hia  ruH)r.aaimitb  RaKltuant. 

TitR  lightniiifr  had  scarcely  Unshed  the  intellif^ence 
10  the  expectAiit  North  that  M.ij.  AnderaoD  and  his 
Knilniit  bnnd  liad  inrrendered  na  prisoiiera  of  war  to 
the  Southern  Confederncy,  ere  the  patriotic  sons  of 
Brintol  County  were  mllyiug  to  the  support  or  their 
imperiled  country.  Men  nod  money  were  promptly 
raiseil,  nil d  the  record  of  this  county  during  the  whole 
■trURgle  is  one  in  which  its  citUens  may  Justly  feel  a 
patriotic  pride. 

The  "TbiiA  Hegiment— The  Third  Regiment  of 
three  months'  troops  was  composed  of  men  from  Nor- 
fiilb,  l'lymouth,nnd  Bristol  Counties,  The  (ield-onicers 
were  ta  follows: 

Colonel,  David  W.  Wardrop;  I,ipu(«nanl-Colonel, 
Charles  Raymond;  Major,  John  H.  Jennings;  Adju- 
tant, Austin  S.  Cushman ;  Quartermaster,  Eklward  D. 
Allan;  Surgeon,  Alexander  R.  Holmes;  Assistant 
Surgeon,  Johnson  OInrk ;  Be rge ant- Major,  A.  C. 
Maggi ;  Qiinrlcrmaster-Sergeant,  F.  S.  Oiffortl ;  all  of 
New  Bedford,  except  the  lieutenant-colonel. 

Then  were  two  coinpaniea  frooi  this  county, — Com- 


pany D  from  Freetown,  known  as  the  "  Assonet  Light 
Infantry,"  .John  W.  Marble,  captain;  H.  A.  Francis 
and  John  H.  Dean,  lieul«nnnU,'  and  the  "  New  Bed- 
ford City  Ouards,"  Timothy  Ingraham,  captain;  James 
Barton  and  A.  S.  Cushman,  lieutenants. 

The  ri^iment  left  Boston  April  17th  for  Fortress 
Monroe,  where  it  arrived  on  April  20th,  and  two  days 
later  became  a  part  of  the  garrison  of  that  famous  old 
stronghold.  It  performed  garrison  duty  until  July 
5tli,  when  it. crossed  Hampton  Creek  and  occupied 
the  town,  establishing  advance  posts  on  the  oucekiria. 
The  regiment  remained  here,  performing  chcerfutlf 
its  duties,  which  were  arduous  and  harassing,  uutit 
July  16th,  when,  its  term  of  service  having  expired, 
it  embarked  for  Boston,  arriving  there  July  19th,  and 
four  days  later,  July  23, 1S61,  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service,  and  resumed  its  place  as  part  of  the  militia 
of  the  State.  Companies  O,  E,  I.  and  M  re-enlisted 
for  three  years  and  remained  at  the  front. 

When  the  call  was  made  in  1862  for  a  draft  of  nine 
months'  men,  the  regiment  volunteered  at  once  and 
rendezvoused  at  "  Camp  Joe  Hooker,"*  at  Lakeville, 
and  on  the  22d  of  October,  lSe2,  left  Boston  for  New- 
berne,  N,  C,  tinder  command  of  Col.  Silas  P.  Rich- 
mond, of  Freetown. 

The  companies  were  officered  as  follows: 


Oimpimf  C— CtpUln. 


K.  Morion  (M). 

B.  Oriinili;  rint  LJuiilrDUd 

r.  B.  Brigii. 

Oampaxtf  C— C«p[»ln,  Blihu  Oranl;  Ftrat  LleultiiBn 
glum;  SHond  UailHrint,  Cinrlet  D.Cajirliiid, 
Omfmiii  D.— Oa|<uln,  Andnw  B.  WHglili  Fltit  Llani 

Otmfamf  S.—CtpMn.Jahn  K.  IIhith:  nnt  Llefltan 


OmijHay  p.— Ciptlltl 


H>rga  a.  H 


W.  H. 


OompoMj/  0, — Oiplnlr 
SrlSS" :  Sacond  Llallt^naht.  Junaa  L.  Wllbar. 

Otmpant  B.—CapMo, OUi  A. Barker;  Vint LlaDlanant, BobarlCrM*- 
man;  Bacond  Uiulanaol,  Joarph  OII>ba. 

Oompanti  I.— Cnptain,  B.  Enar.  Jr.;  FInt  Uanlaunt,  B.  R.  Balon; 
BMDfld  LlaiitananI,  J.  K.  Lyia. 

The  regiment  remained  at  Newberne  until  Decem- 
ber 11th,  when  it  started  with  the  expedition  to  Ootds- 
boro',  which  lasted  eleven  days,  during  which  the  regi- 
ment marched  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  mites. 
The  regiment  participated  in  the  battles  of  Kingston, 
Whitehall,  and  Goldsboro',  and  had  these  names  in- 
scribed upon  its  banners. 

During  its  service  the  regiment  gained  an  excellent 
reputation  for  drill  and  discipline,  and,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Col.  Jourdan,  "  was  abeai/i  ready  for  duty," 
During  its  brief  term  of  service  it  was  transported  by 
steamer  and  railroad  more  than  two  thousand  miles 
and  marched  more  than  four  hundred  miles.  Thirteen 
of  (he  regiment  died  in  the  service,  two  were  killed, 
fifteen  wounded,  and  fourteen  taken  prisoners. 

The  regiment  left  the  front  for  home  June  llth, 
arriviug  in  fiostoo  the  16th,  and  on  the  26th  of  June, 
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1868,  was  mustered  out  after  an  honorable  and  effi- 
cient senr  ice. 

^ '  The  Fourth  Regiment  was  one  of  the  first  to  leave 
Massachusetts  upon  the  original  call  for  three  months' 
men.  It  left  Boston  April  17th,  under  command  of 
Col.  A.  6.  Packard,  of  Quincj,  for  Fortress  Monroe, 
where  it  arrived  on  the  20th.  It  served  its  term  of 
service  and  returned  home,  and  in  August,  1862,  re- 
enlisted  for  nine  months,  and  was  sent  to  Camp  Joe 
Hooker,  at  Lakeville,  where  it  remained  until  Decem- 
ber 17th,  when  it  embarked  for  New  Orleans.  In 
March  it  joined  the  expedition  against  Port  Hudson, 
and  there  bore  an  important  and  conspicuous  part. 

The  Fourth  remained  at  Brashear  City  until  May 
80th,  when  orders  were  received  to  report  immediately 
to  Gen.  Banks,  before  Port  Hudson.  It  there  shared 
in  the  labors,  fatigues,  and  hardships  of  that  memor- 
able siege. 

In  the  assault  on  the  4th  of  June  two  of  the  com- 
panies— ^A,  Capt  John  Hall,  of  Canton,  and  K,  Capt. 
W.  H.  Bartlett,  of  Taunton — were  detailed  with  three 
companies  from  other  regiments  to  carry  hand  gren- 
ades in  the  advance  of  the  attacking  columns.  The 
detail  was  under  command  of  Capt.  Bartlett,  who  fell 
mortally  wounded  upon  the  very  breastworks  of  the 
enemy,  while  he  and  his  command,  through  a  storm  of 
shot  and  shell,  were  heroically  endeavoring  to  scale 
them.  Capt.  Bartlett  was  a  pure  patriot  and  a  brave 
soldier.  The  other  companies  also  participated  in  the 
assault,  but  were  not  in  so  advanced  a  position. 
They  were  under  fire,  however,  and  were  also  in  the 
battle  of  Bisland.  In  the  attack  of  June  14th,  when 
Capt.  Bartlett  was  killed,  the  two  companies  suffered 
severely,  losing  in  killed  and  wounded  sixty-eight. 

Upon  the  surrender  of  Port  Hudson  the  Fourth 
Regiment  was  one  of  the  first  to  enter  the  fort,  and 
remained  inside  performing  garrison  duty  until 
August  4th,  when  it  embarked  for  New  England,  and 
on  the  28th  of  the  same  month  was  mustered  out  of 
the  service.  The  entire  loss  of  the  regiment  was  about 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

The  Seyenih  Regiment'— The  Seventh  Regiment 
was  composed  almost  entirely  of  Bristol  County  men, 
and  was  recruited  by  Col.  (subsequently  Maj.-Gen.) 
Darius  N.  Couch.    It  was  officered  as  follows : 

Colonel,  Dftrliu  N.  Ooncb,  Taanton ;  Lloatenaut-Colonal,  Oliettar  W. 
Graen,  Fall  Blvor ;  Mijor,  David  S.  Uolman,  Altl«l)orough ;  SnrgMiii,  8.  A. 
HolmaDfTauotoo ;  Anittant  Surgaon,  Z.  Doyltton  Adnuw,  Variuliixbiiiu ; 
Adjutant,  Othnall  Gllmoro,  Baynbaui ;  Qaartennaitttr,  Daiiittl  Kilaoii,  Jr., 
Bomaraat;  QuarUrmaatarSarBWuit,  David  Paokard,  South  Ahiiigton; 
CommlflMiy-SargMtnt,  John  B.  Burt,  FaUBiviir;  Uutpltal  Steward, 
Horaca  B.8harman,  Boston;  Prlodpal  Mudctana,  Thomaa  Didau,  Taun- 
ton, Bobert  Shaaban,  Fall  Blvar;  Leader  of  Band,  Zadoc  Tkumpeun, 
Halirax. 

Oomfmtff  A  (Tall  Blver).— ORptain,  David  II.  Dyer;  Flret  Lieutenant, 
Jeaie  F.  Bddy;  Second  Uautenaut,  William  H.  Nye. 
,  Cbrnpaay  B  (Fkll  Blvar).— Captain,  John  Cueking;  Firet  Lieutenant, 
Jena  D.  Bullock ;  Second  Lleuteniint,  George  W.  Glflbrd. 

Oompanji  0  (Taunton).— Oiptain,  Charlee  T.  Kobinsnn ;  Flrit  Lieuten- 
ant, Bdgar  Boblneon ;  Second  Lieutenant,  George  F.  Uolman. 
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Cbm^Mv  D  (Taanton).— (kptain,  Joaaph  Barney  Leonard ;  Firat  Lla«- 
tenant*  WlUUm  B.  Stall;  Second  Llvulenant,  Wlillain  M.  Uale. 

Cbijway  M  (Scltnate,  Doroheeler,  and  Marab  field).— Oeptaln,  Horaea 
Fox ;  Flrrt  Uantauant,  niram  A.  Oakinan ;  Sreood  Ueatananl,  William 
W.  Oaraley. 

(kMpoMf  P  (Tanntou).— Oiptain,  Zeba  F.  BIIm;  Fim  Liealaaaot, 
Jamee  M.  Uncolu;  Second  Lieutenant,  Jamaa  B.  MaUiawaoo. 

Om^mf  Q  (Biifton)— CbipUiu,  Ward  L.  FoaCar;  Flrat  Llautonant,  A. 
W.  Lotbrop;  Second  Lieutenant,  M.  F.  WUllana. 

ObeyaiMf  ir(ManMflekl).— Gbptaln,  John  B.  Wbltconb;  FlraC  Lieuten- 
ant, John  W.  Bogera ;  Second  Llaatanant,  William  F.  White. 

aNRponir  I  (Atthiboroagh).— ORpUio,  John  F.  Aehleys  FlraC  Uaii- 
tenant,  William  W.  Ffaiber ;  Second  Ueutenaot,  Cbariea  B.  Dee  Jardloaa. 

Obinpaiiir  K  (Ablngton).— OepCaln,  FrankUn  P.  Barlow;  FUvt  Llea- 
tenant,  George  W.  Heed ;  Second  Lieutenant,  A.  K  Maybew. 

The  regiment  rendezvoused  at  Camp  Old  Colony 
(now  known  as  Bristol  County  Agricultural  Grounds), 
Taunton,  where  it  was  mustered  into  the  United 
States  service  by  Capt.  J.  H.  Marshall,  U.S.A.,  June 
15,  1861,  and  shortly  after  left  for  Washington,  D.  C, 
previous  to  which  a  grand  collation  was  served  them 
by  the  citizens  of  Taunton  on  Taunton  Qreen.  Going 
to  New  York  by  Shore  Line,  they  embarked  to  Eliza- 
bethport,  N.  J.,  on  steamer  "Kill  von  Kull,"  where 
they  took  cars,  passing  through  Baltimore,  Relay 
House,  and  other  points  of  interest,  reaching  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  at  night,  encamping  near  the  capitol 
buildings  till  next  morning,  when  they  marched  to 
Camp  Kalorama,  near  Georgetown,  D.  C,  where 
they  remained  until  Aug.  6, 1861,  when  they  marched 
to  junction  of  Seventh  and  Fourteenth  Streets,  which 
was  christened  Camp  Brightwood,  D.  C,  and  went 
into  winter-quarters.  During  their  stay  there  the 
regiment  was  assigned  to  a  brigade  composed  of 
Thirty-sixth  New  York,  Second  Rhode  Island,  and 
Tenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  which  was  com- 
manded by  Gen.  Couch,  and  was  a  part  of  Gen. 
Buell's  division.  During  their  stay  at  thb  location 
they  assisted  in  buildiog  Fort  Massachusetts,  which 
formed  a  formidable  work  in  repelling  the  advance  of 
the  rebels  under  Gen.  Jubal  Early  later  on  in  July, 
1864;  picketed  Rock  Creek,  and  learned  the  duties  of 
soldiers  under  the  successive  commands  of  Col.  Nelson 
H.  Davis,  now  inspector-general  United  States  army. 
Col.  Joseph  Wheelock,  who  resigned  shortly  after  his 
commission,  and  Col.  David  A.  Russell,  the  latter 
whom  the  members  learned  to  fear,  and  afterwards  to 
revere.  March  25,  1862,  the  regiment  embarked  on 
transports  for  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,  marched  to  New- 
port News,  Warwick  Court- House,  thence  to  a  |>osition 
in  front  of  Yorktown,  whore  it  remained  until  Ma- 
gruder  evacuated  tlio  forts,  when,  after  severe  mud 
inarches,  it  arrived  upon  the  battle-field  of  Williams- 
burg, Va.,  much  exhausted,  at  2.30  p.m. 

May  5,  1862,  under  a  severe  fire,  they  were  ordered 
to  the  support  of  the  exhausted  troops  of  Gen.  Peck's 
brigade,  and  at  nighctkli  relieved  the  One  Hundred 
and  Second  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and 
without  blankets  or  firei  stood  in  a  drenching  rain 
during  the  night.  At  daybreak  a  detachment  from 
Company  K,  Cupt.  Reed,  with  a  detachment  from  Gen. 
Davidson's  command,  occupied  Fort  Magruder;  loss. 
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one  killed,  two  wounded.  Encamped  near  Williams- 
burg, Va.,  till  May  9th,  when  marched  to  Roper's 
Church ;  May  18th,  marched  to  Dr.  May's  farm ;  May 
](>th,  marched  six  miles  on  the  Richmond  road;  May 
17th,  formed  a  reconnoitering  party  under  Ck>l8.  D.  A. 
Russell  and  Qregg  (of  cavalry  fame)  to  Bottom's 
Bridge ;  May  19th,  moved  to  a  point  on  Richmond 
and  West  Point  Railroad  two  and  a  half  miles  from 
railroad  bridge  on  Chickahominy  River;  from  May 
20th  to  May  24th,  skirmished  to  Charles  City  road; 
May  25th  to  29th,  skirmished  to  Seven  Pines ;  May 
81st,  engaged  in  battle  of  Seven  Pines,  or  Fair  Oaks; 
June  2d,  encamped  near  Qolding's  farm,  Chicka- 
hominy River;  June  5th,  engaged  in  a  skirmish; 
June  6th,  encamped  on  west  side  of  railroad ;  June 
11th,  encamped  near  Seven  Pines;  June  25th,  en- 
gaged in  a  severe  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  losing, 
killed,  the  genial  and  warm-hearted  soldiers  Lieut. 
Jesse  D.  Bullock,  Company  B,  and  Private  John 
White,  Company  F.  Lieut.  Bullock  was  embalmed 
and  his  body  sent  home  to  Fall  River.  Private  White 
was  buried  near  the  camp.  June  27th,  broke  camp 
and  commenced  the  grand  retreat  of  Gen.  McClellan 
down  the  Peninsula;  June  28th,  engaged  in  severe 
skirmish  with  rebel  cavalry  near  Ellis  Church ;  June 
29th,  arrived  about  2  p.m.,  near  James  River  at  Mal- 
vern Hill ;  July  2d,  marched  to  Harrison's  Landing, 
on  James  River,  Va.,  where  it  remained  in  camp 
until  Aug.  16, 1862,  when  it  commenced  its  march  to 
Fortress  Monroe,  or  York  River,  to  embark  on  trans- 
ports to  Alexandria,  Va.  While  at  Harrison's  Land- 
ing the  band  which  had  so  many  times  inspired  the 
members  of  the  Seventh  with  their  fine  music  was, 
by  general  order  of  War  Department,  mustered  out 
Aug.  11, 1862.  September  Ist,  marched  from  Alexan- 
dria to  Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.  Battle  of  Bull 
Run,  Va.  September  2d,  returned  to  Alexandria; 
from  September  3d  to  September  17th  marched 
through  Tenallytown,  Rusherville,  Seneca  Mills, 
Poolesville,  Barnesville,  Lickettsville,  Birkettsville, 
Boonesville,  Md.,  over  South  Mountain  to  Antietam 
battle-field.  As  a  part  of  a  division  under  command 
of  Gen.  Couch,  at  night,  September  18th,  was  placed 
in  front  line,  the  enemy  retreating  in  the  night.  Sep- 
tember 19th,  moved  to  Sharpsburg;  20th,  returned 
through  that  town  to  Williamsport,  Md. ;  23d,  en- 
camped at  Downsville,  Md.,  remained  there  until 
October  18th,  moved  to  Clear  Spring,  Hanc6ck, 
Cherry  Run,  and  Williamsport  Returned  to  old 
camp  at  Downsville,  October  29th.  November  1st, 
led  there,  passing  through  Berlin,  crossing  the  Poto- 
mac, passing  through  Wheatland,  White  Plains,  New 
Baltimore,  Catlett's  Station  to  camp  near  Stafford 
Court-House,  Va.  December  4tli,  marched  to  Belle 
Plains,  Va. 

Up  to  this  time  the  loss  had  been  three  killed, 
twenty -six  wounded,  seven  taken  prisoners,  and  forty- 
eight  died  from  sickness. 

December  Uth,  the  regiment  started  at  day  light  and 


marched  to  the  Rappahannock  River,  about  one  mile 
below  Fredericksburg,  Va.,  where  they  halted  until  5 
P.M.,  when  they  crossed  the  river  on  pontoons  under 
a  severe  fire  from  the  enemy.  The  Seventh  was  the 
second  regiment  to  cross,  acting  as  support  to  the 
skirmish  line,  and  advancing  about  a  mile  farther, 
driving  the  enemy  before  them.  They  remained  in 
this  position  during  the  night,  and  were  subjected  to  a 
severe  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery  until  December 
15th,  when  they  recrossed  the  river  and  encamped 
near  Falmouth.  Loss  in  this  engagement  one  killed 
and  two  wounded.  December  18th,  went  into  camp 
at  White  Oak  Church,  Va.  At  this  camp  the  sad  in- 
telligence that  their  beloved  colonel,  David  O.  Russell, 
who  had  been  promoted  to  a  higher  position,  that  of 
brigadier-general  in  Gen.  Wright's  (now  chief  of  en- 
gineers, U.S.A.)  division,  was  to  leave  them  cast  a 
gloom  which  to  them  seemed  worse  than  all  the 
reverses  they  had  met  in  many  battles  and  weary 
marches. 

Educated  at  West  Point,  skilled  in  the  art  of  war, 
his  frontier  life  peculiarly  fitting  him  for  skirmish 
and  reconnoitering  duty,  possessed  of  a  warm  heart, 
strict  in  discipline,  but  acting  as  a  father  to  all  in  his 
command,  while  officers  and  men  rejoiced  at  hiii  well- 
earned  and  deserved  advancement,  they  sincerely 
mourned  his  loss.  He  rose  from  the  command  of  a 
brigade  to  a  division  commander,  and  his  worth  can- 
not be  better  portrayed  than  the  remark  heard  by  the 
writer  from  Gen.  Phil  H.  Sheridan's  lips,  when  he 
was  being  carried  by  on  a  stretcher  unconscious  and 
mortally  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Winchester,  Va., 
Sept  19, 1864:  "  Revenge  for  Russell !  Revenge  for 
Russell  I  No  better  officer  evei*  slung  a  sword  in  the 
army  I*'  Gen.  Russell's  remains  were  carried  to  Sa- 
lem, N.  Y.,  where  they  were  buried  with  military 
and  civic  honors.  United  States  forts,  Grand  Army 
posts,  and  soldiers'  children  bear  his  name,  and  the 
name  of  David  A.  Russell  will  ever  be  revered  by 
officers  or  privates  whose  good  fortune  it  was  to  be 
in  his  command  as  long  as  a  hand  is  left  to  deck  the 
grave  with  choice  flowers  of  a  comrade. 

From  Dec.  18,  1862,  to  Jan.  20,  1868,  remained 
in  camp,  when  they  participated  in  Burnsides'  mud 
march  till  Feb.  2,  1863,  when  they  returned  to  old 
camp  at  White  Oak  Swamp.  From  then  .to  May 
2,  1863,  remained  in  winter-quarters,  doing  camp  and 
picket  duty. 

May  2,  1863,  crossed  Rappahannock  River  into 
Fredericksburg  at  10  P.M.  May  3d,  a  beautiful 
Sabbath  morn,  the  regiment  was  detached  from  the 
brigade  and  took  position  in  line  of  battle  to  assist  in 
holding  the  city  against  an  attack  of  the  enemy 
which  was  imminent,  and  were  held  in  readiness  to 
lead  the  assaulting  column  on  Marye's  Heights. 
Directly  west,  out  of  the  town  of  Fredericksburg, 
was  a  ro:ul  which  finally  reaches  Chancellorsville, 
just  in  the  onUkirtM  of  the  town,  less  than  a  mile  from 
the  main  street.    This  road  ascends  a  hill  that,  while 
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it  is  saffioiently  steep  to  render  the  eeeeiit  tolleoae^  k 
not  80  steep  as  to  render,  nnj  less  eiTeetife  the  lire  of 
artillery  and  mosketiy.  ,  This  k  ICarye'f  HIU,  and  at 
the  summit  of  this  hill  fa  Xaiysi^a  house.  Near  the 
hill  a  road  leayes  the  Ohaneellofevttle  load,  mos  to- 
ward the  soath,  acroei  tbe.ftoni  and  right  of  .Am  hill 
at  its  base ;  the  latter;  rood  had  a  enbstantlal  atone 
wall  on  each  aide  of  it^  apd  these  ronds»  wirti  n  litde 
assistance  from  the  spade,  had  heen  eonverted  into 
excellent  breastworks  by  the  enenjr.  No  artillery  lire 
could  touch  those  walls,  ftr  it  was  nsonken  road,  and 
though  the  walls  were  fonr.ftet  high  in  the  load,  th^r 
tope  were  lerel  with  die  sorftee.  Behind  the  seoond 
line  of  pits  rises  the  hiU,  and  around  Ha  whole  erest 
runs  a  well-constrqcted  earthworiCi  in  whidi  was  one 
howitzeri  At  the  ascent  of  the  hill  it  is  a  mere  gnlch, 
broken  and  stony,  and  an  awltal  plaoe  for  men  to  be 
packed  in  under  a  plunging  fire  of  grape  and  canister 
in  addition  to  musketry  lire.  Sndi  was  tiie  position 
the  gallant  BoTenth  waa  to  lead  the  assault  againat 

The  regiment,  after  crossing  OTor  a  email  bridge, 
instead  of  being  ordered  to  depli^  and  charge  the 
enemy,  were  allowed  'to  charge  by  the  Hank,  and  .the 
enemy,  bewildered  by  anph  a  moTcment^  resenred  their 
fire  until  the  regiment  were  in  dose  quarters,  when 
with  artillery  and  musketry  fifom  rifie-pits  and  houses 
they  dealt  death-blowa  until  the  rci^ent  Ihltered, 
which  was  only  for  a  moment  As  ftst  aa  men  were 
slain  the  depleted  ranks  would  be  filled,'  and  tiioee 
who  escaped  fairly  waded  through  fire  and  gore,  re- 
sisted by  the  Oonfederates  aa  our  men  dambered  orer 
the  walls  and  planted  thdr  colors  on  the  erest  of  the 
hill.  Ck>l.  Thomas  D.  Johns,  who  succeeded  Qen. 
Bussell,  was  wounded  here,  which  waa  conceded  by 
his  command  as  a  Just  punishment  for  attempting 
such  a  charge  by  the  flank  inatead  of  deploying  hia 
men  as  he  should.  The  Serenth  here  captured  two 
pieces  of  the  Ikmoua  rebd  Waahington  Artillery. 
The  regiment,  with  Oen.  .Sedgwick's  corps,  punued 
the  enemy  to  Salem  Hdghta,  a  distance  of  four  miles, 
when  from  four  o'clock  till  darkneasll^y  were  severely 
engaged,  sleeping  on  the  fidd  that  nl|^t.  May  4th, 
was  again  engaged,  and  waa  obliged,  owing  to  the 
enemy  flanking  the  eorpe  and  again  oooupying  thdr 
works,  on  the  CTening  of  May  4th,  to  retreat  to  Banks' 
Ford,  where  they  recroesed  the  Bappahannock.  Tues- 
day morning,  May  6th,  the  well-earned  victory  had 
been  turned  to  defeat,  and  the  result  of  the  8d  of  May 
carnage  carried  mourning  into  many  homee  in  Bristol 
Ck>unty.  With  a  force  of  less  than  flve  hundred  men, 
the  loss  of  this  regiment  in  this  bloody  field  was  two 
officers  and  twenty-one  men  killed,  nine  officers  and 
one  hundred  and  five  men  wounded ;  Ck>mpany  F,  on 
the  right  of  the  command,  losing  of  that  number  two 
sergeants,  one  corporal,  and  four  privates  killed,  and 
three  commissioned  officers,  five  corporals,  and  seven 
privates  wounded.  May  8th,  returned  to  old  camp 
near  Falmouth.  June  6th,  again  crossed  the  Rappa- 
hannock, and  were  left  as  rear-guard  while  the  army 


were  maiehing  to  Penn^lvania.  Jane  lllh  to  Jnly 
Sd,  nyufched  towards  Wadiington,  into  Marylaod,aad 
made  Ibraed  maidiea  horn  BVederiek  Oi^Tf'Md.,  to 
OeUydmrg  batHe-field,  where  they  arrived  al  6  WJHU ; 
imwedlatdy  look  podtion  in  snpporl  of  eailNBie  left 
of  line.  *  Jnly  8d,  was  noidng  ftmn  left  to  fi||il  and 
right  to  left,  snljiected  to  the  terrifle  artUlery  lUe  of 
that  UMmonible  di^  S  here  it  was  thai  Uent-Od.  F. 
P«  Harlow,  who  etood  next  to  Qen.  Buesell  in  the  es- 
teem of  the  men  of  the  Seventh,  dis|^liqred  hie  nenal 
good '  jndgaseni  and  bravery  liy  seatteriag  his  men 
while  aoiyieeted  to  showen  of  shol  and  ahell. 

On  the  morning  of  the  i^odone  4di  of  Jnly,  IMS. 
whidi  waa  the  end  of  a  hard-eonleated  btti  wdl^amed 

• 

victory  of  our  nation's  defcudeta,  tiio  n^gioMnl  was 
ovdeiod  into  podtion  in  Uie  fimil  line  and  remained 
until  noon,  when  they  threw  np  a  line  of  rifle-pils 
and  bivouacked  for  Uie  night  On  the  morning  of 
tiie  6th,  the  retrsat  of  the  enemy  waa  lollowed  abonl 
dx  milea  aa  advance-guard,  where  they  were  ordered 
on  picket  duty,  July  6th  to  14th,  nmrehed  to  Funka- 
town,  Md.,  formed  line  of  battle^  and  were  in  time  to 
ee^  the  abandoned  wagon-trdna  of  the  enemy  al 
Willlamaport,  Md.  Oontinued  the  march  to  Warren- 
ton,  Va,,  where  the  regiment  eneamped  until  Septem- 
ber, when  they  mardied  to  Onlpeper,  retaming  to 
Warraiton.  Nov.  7,  1868,  the  regiment  with  the 
Sixth  Oorps  moved  from  Warrenton  to  Bappahannodc 
Station,  where  it  was  under  fire  supporting  the  altaek 
on  that  fort  by  their  old  commander,  Oen.  Bnasdl, 
who  carried  it  by  storm,  capturing  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two  officers,  fifteen  hundred  men,  four  gnne, 
four  caissons,  and  eight  batUe-llaga ;  ftom  there  they 
marched  to  Brandy  Station,  Va;,  where  winter-quar- 
ten  were  establlahed.  At  thia  camp  a  large  number 
of  men  re-enlisted  for  three  years  more.  November 
26th,  broke  camp  and  marched  to  Mine  Bun,  Va., 
whwe  Ihe  regiment  waa  engaged  In  front  line.  De- 
cember lat^  returned  to  old  camp  al  Brandy  Station. 
Feb.  27,  1864^  the  regiment  was  with  the  Sixth 
Oorpe  ordered  to  support  a  cavalry  movement  to  Ohar- 
lottesville,  and  after  severe  marches  returned  agdn 
to  Brandy  Station,  where  It  remdned,  performing 
routine  of  camp  and  pi^et  duty,  until  lUy  8, 1864, 
when  camp  was  broken,  and  it  marched  to  Qeitnanta 
Ford  and  Old  WiUlenieas  Tkvern.  May  6th,  marched 
to  plank-road  In  the  Wilderness;  In  the  afternoon  were 
placed  in  firont  line  of  battle,  and  engaged  the  enemy 
till  nearly  dusk,  casualties  numbering  eighty-five.  At 
daybreak  May  6th  was  attacked  by  the  enemy.  Long- 
street's  corps.  The  fighting  was  in  a  dense  thicket 
and  was  indecisive,  both  lines  of  the  armies  swaying 
hither  and  thither  with  the  shifting  fortunes  of  the 
fight.  After  repeated  charges  and  retreats  the  Sev- 
enth were  relieved  and  ordered  to  the  right  of  the  line 
to  resist  a  threatening  attack  of  the  enemy.  At  dark 
moved  through  the  Wilderness  to  the  left,  marching  all 
night  May  7th,  moved  to  North  Anna  River.  May 
8th,  the  regiment  with  the  Sixth  Corps  marched  to 
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Spoltsylvania  Court-House,  formed  a  line  of  battle,  and 
at  dusk  charged  the  enemy,  who  was  strongly  posted, 
broke  their  line  of  battle,  and  captured  the  color- 
standard,  color-guard,  and  thirty-two  men  of  a  Georgia 
regiment,  losing  one  killed,  four  wounded,  and  two 
prisoners.  The  latter  were  recaptured  while  on  the 
way  to  Richmond.  They  held  the  position  gained, 
and  bivouacked  on  the  field.  May  9th,  our  beloved 
commander.  Gen.  or  *' Uncle"  John  Sedgwick,  was 
killed  by  a  rebel  sharpshooter,  one  of  the  ablest  and 
oldest  commanders  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
Both  men  and  officers  had  entire  confidence  in  his 
judgment  and  skill.  May  10th,  employed  digging 
rifle-pits.  May  11th,  were  ordered  to  the  front  on  the 
skirmish  line,  where  remained  two  daysmen  constant 
duty.  On  the  13th  rejoined  brigade;  rested  till  2 
A.M.  May  14th,  when  marched  five  miles,  formed  line 
of  battle  left  of  Fifth  Corps.  15th  and  16th,  digging 
rifle-pits.  17th,  marched  all  night  towards  right  of 
the  army,  and  at  daybreak  May  18th  charged  the 
enemy,  which  was  unsuccessful ;  renewed  the  assault, 
but  owing  to  strength  of  enemy  was  obliged  to  re- 
tire. May  19th,  crossed  the  Ny  River  and  encamped. 
Loss  the  18th,  six  wounded.  May  25th,  on  picket  at 
Noal's  Station.  May  26th,  was  ordered  to  the  ex- 
treme front  near  Little  River;  with  other  regiments 
covered  the  withdrawal  of  the  Sixth  Corps,  crossed 
North  Anna  River,  and  marched  to  Chesterfield  Sta- 
tion on  Fredericksburg  and  Richmond  Railroad.  May 
28th,  crossed  Pamunkey  River;  29th,  marched  to 
Hanover  Court-House;  four  miles  from  there  threw 
up  rifle-pits.  May  Slst,  near  Tolopotomy  Creek,  from 
where  the  regiment  marched  at  dark  all  night  to  Cold 
Harbor,  where  it  arrived  at  2  p.m.,  deployed  into 
line,  and  at  once  engaged  the  enemy  with  success, 
driving  them  from  behind  rifle-pits,  and  occupied  the 
field  for  the  night.  From  June  3d  to  June  14th  the 
Seventh  were  on  constant  duty,  losing  men  daily 
under  the  constant  fire  of  the  enemy,  and  when  re- 
lieved on  the  last  day  of  their  term  of  service,  being 
then  in  the  extreme  front  line,  a  member  of  Company 
G  was  instantly  killed. 

Having  been  reduced  in  numbers  by  the  serious 
casualties  of  the  campaign,  their  duties  being  unusu- 
ally arduous,  they  presented  a  sad  sight  of  the  havoc 
war  can  make  of  a  regiment  which  lefl  MaFsnchusetts 
with  one  thousand  strong.  On  the  afternoon  of  the 
14lh  marched  to  Chickahominy,  thence  to  Charles 
City  Court-House,  and  finally  bivouacked  on  the 
banks  of  tlie  James,  May  15th.  Their  term  of  service 
having  expired,  it  was  relieved  from  further  duty  and 
onlered  to  Massachusetts,  to  be  mustered  out  of  ser- 
vice by  s|>ecial  orders,  headqunrterM  Sixth  Army 
Cor|>s,  and  the  following  was  read  to  the  command : 

**  llBAIHtOARTKM  FoURTft  BrIOADK, 

Sbgo.xd  DirMiov,  Sixth  CoRPt, 
*Jntic  14,1804. 

**  An  the  t^rni  of  wnrice  of  ths  SvTentli  B1iiM»iclinaet(<«  VuliuitorrH  Id 
dniwing  tot  eloM, and  m  It  It  txpectvd  tu  rttnrii  lo  lliif«iii'liitM*tti«,  tli« 


colonel  oommiindlng  the  brlgnde  deome  It  a  daty  M  well  M  a  pleaeare  to 
teetlfy  to  tite  eoldierly  bearing,  brarery,  and  afllcltiKqr  of  the  raglmeDt 
ap  to  tlie  laat  day  nf  their  stay.  The  eolooel  enmmaiidliif  hai  witneMad 
with  mtlefiictlon  the  coolneae  and  eteadineat  ander  lire  of  both  oflleen 
and  men;  the  long  marrhea,  expoaare,  and  the  many  bardehlpe  thay 
have  undergone  elnce  the  opening  of  the  campaign  bare  been  boraa 
withont  a  mnrmur,  and  has  more  fhlly  established  the  repatation  they 
have  prerlonsly  won  as  a  reirlnient  that  ooald  always  be  relied  npon. 
They  go  back  to  Massaclinsetis  with  thinned  ranks  and  tattered  colors, 
bnt  with  the  feeling  and  the  assnrauee  that  th^y  have  nobly  sarred  the 
canse  of  their  country  lu  Its  moet  trying  hour. 

••Byonlerof 

"O.  SDWAmna, 

**  OM.  CbmrnaiidlNg  Brigade. 
••T.a.OOLT, 

•*  nrst  lArnU.  and  A,A,A.O,** 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  the  regiment  embarked 
from  Wilson's  Landing,  James  River,  Va.,  in  the  dis- 
patch steamer  "  Key  port,"  for  Washington,  D.  C,  and 
on  following  day  took  special  train  for  New  York ; 
reached  Taunton  June  20, 1864,  and  was  warmly  wel- 
comed back  by  the  citizens,  who  turned  out  en  maue. 
June  27, 1864,  the  regiment  was  mustered  out  of  ser- 
vice, and  the  gallant  Seventh,  with  its  laurels  won  on 
many  a  hard-contested  field,  passed  into  history. 
Herewith  will  be  found  a  recapitulation  of  the  regi- 
ment: 

Killed  and  died 146 

Deserted *.....  143 

Transferred * 60 

Rejected  recruits •  IS 

Promoted 82 

Discharged 470 

922 

Mustered  out 407 

ToUl ~ ^..  13M» 

The  surviving  members  of  the  Seventh  ha?e  formed 
an  association  called  the  ''Seventh  Massachusetts 
Veteran  Association,"  which  meets  Juue  15th  yearly. 
It  has  some  eighty  members,  and  afibrds  the  ''boys" 
of  1861,  now  gray-haired  men,  much  pleasure  to 
unite  and  rehearse  war  scenes  of  camp  and  battle  life. 
Any  information — as  long  as  he  is  living— can  be  ob- 
tained of  one  of  its  youngest  surviving  members, 
H.  A.  Cushman,  secretary  of  the  association. 

Maj.-Gen.  Dariub  N.  Couch.— The  Seventh  Regi- 
ment of  Massachusetts  Volunteers  was  recruited  by 
Col.  Darius  N.  Couch,  of  Taunton,  who  was  a  native 
of  New  York.  He  graduated  at  West  Point  in  tlie 
class  of  1846,  and  was  assigned  a  second  lieutenant  to 
the  Fourth  United  States  Artillery.  He  served  under 
Gen.  Taylor  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  was  breveted 
first  lieutenant  for  gallantry  at  the  battle  of  Buena 
Vista  in  1847.  He  subsequently  was  assigned  to  a 
command  in  the  Seminole  war  of  1853,  and  made  a 
scientific  tour  in  Mexico,  the  result  of  which  was 
published.  In  1855  he  resigned  his  position  in  the 
United  States  army,  and  in  1859  became  a  resident 
of  Taunton,  having  married  the  daughter  of  Hon. 
Satiiuel  L.  Crocker.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in 
1861,  Lieut.  Crouch  tendered  bis  services  to  Governor 
Andrew,  and  was  commissioned  to  raise  a  regiment 
at  the  call  of  President  Lincoln  for  sevepty-five 
thouMind  men  to  suppress  the  Rebellion.    He  re- 
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cruited  the  Seventh  Regiment  of  MauHcbusetta  Vol- 
unteers, beadquartere  at  Taunton,  and  waa  elected 
colonel.  He  left  wilb  fala  regiment  for  the  seat  of 
war  ( YirginU)  in  June,  1661,  and  joined  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  under  Qen.  McClelldn,  who  wa»  a  ctau- 

Oji  their  departure  from  Taunton  in  July,  1861, 
thfi  following  letter  waa  received  by  Col,  Couch  from 
r  Andrew : 

"CDHiasiiruLtH  ar  Hiuii-iiuaicmi, 


nAiwiMfliif  Snnil*  Afglnml  JfoHrrclryHni  I'pla 


which  prK 
you,  |Hni.i 
ludlduui  c 


In  August,  1861,  Col.  Couch,  baving  evinced  rare 
ahility  in  disciplining  hia  command,  waa  promoted 
brigadier- general.  On  tbe  reorganization  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  he  was  aasigaed  to  the  command  of 
a  dlviaion  in  Klaj.-Gen.  Keyea'  corps,  and  distin- 
tfuitihed  himself  in  the  battles  of  Fair  Oaka,  Malvern 
Hill,  and  Williamaburg,  and  for  hia  bravery  and  gal- 
lantry waa  promoted  majnr-general  of  voluuteers,  July, 
1S62.  He  participated  in  the  battles  in  command  of 
adiviHion.  At  Antietam  wasasaigned  the  command  of 
the  late  Gen.  Sumner's  corps.  He  afterwards  diittin- 
guiiihed  himself  at  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg  and 
Chancellursville,  under  M^j.-Oen.  Hooker.  He  was 
Assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
Susquehannah  in  1S63;  was  alao  in  command  of  a 
division  in  the  defeat  of  Oen.  Hood  at  Nashville. 
He  resigned  at  the  close  of  the  war  in  1865,  and  waa 
appointed  collector  of  the  port  of  Boston.  He  has 
resided  in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  about  twelve  years,  and 
for  several  years  has  held  the  oflice  of  adjutunt-gen- 
erat  of  that  State. 

The  adjutant-general  of  MassachusetU,  In  bis  re- 
port of  1862,  referred  to  the  Seventh  Regiment  aa 
follows ; 

"  This  regiment  is  composed  in  great  part  of  Rristol 
County  men,  recruited  by  Cul.  (now  Brig.-Oen.) 
Couch,  and  is  composed  of  very  excellent  material." 


The  following  letter  from  Qen.  Couch  U 
bera  of  bis  old  regiment  at  their  reunion  i 
be  read  with  interest; 

-  HoaWALii,  CoiiK.,  J 


inl*er  HlliUM,  Jim 


in  alMlHl.  camnloloiifd,  >Dd  i|iii>liB>J, 
^1,  Dartu  N.  CuucL,  at  TnunUB. 
u>im-Oi>l..nrl,  aixlir  W.  Qroen.or  Vdl 


u  all  rigliDejiU,  III*  nriHull.  ItgRiuiBii 


diuHIU  Vuli 

dnlny,  •«  Il>«  raiirlli  aaflnic 

luin  CUiii[i  Old  Culony  lu  fl 


"  D.  N.  Coooa." 

The  Eighteenth  Regiment  waa  recruiled  mainly 
from  Norfulk,  Dristol,  and  Plymouth  Counties.  Tt 
was  mustered  into  the  service  Aug.  27, 1861,  and  left 
fur  Washington  on  the  following  day,  under  command 
of  Col.  Jamea  Barnes.  This  regiment  participated  in 
the  buttles  of  Gainea'  Milla,  Second  Rnll  Run,  Shep- 
ardston,  Fredericksburg, Chancellon)ville,GottyahurB, 
Rrtppabanuotk  Station,  Wilderness,  Spotlaylvania, 
Cold  Harbor,  Petersburg,  and  Weldon  Railroad.  The 
regiment,  after  h  service  which  was  distinguished  fur 
bravery  and  good  discipline,  was  musterud  ont  Sept. 
2,  1864,  and  those  soldiers  whose  term  of  service  had 
not  expired  were  iriinMforrud  to  the  Thirty -second 
Regiment. 

The  Twenty-third  Regiment  bad  a  few  men  from 
nriatfd  County.  This  regiment  left  lliu  Suilo  Nov.  11, 
1861,  and  onciiinpfd  fur  a  lime  »l  Annapolis,  Md. 
It  formed  a  part  of  the  Ituriiside  exptrdiLiou,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  following  buttles;  Roanoke,  Newberne, 
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Ranle's  Mills,  Kingnton,  Whitehall,  Goldsboro',  Wil- 
cox's Bridge,  Wintoti,  Smilhfield,  Heckman's  Farm, 
Arrowficld  Church,  Drury's  Bluff,  Cold  Harbor,  and 
other  battles  before  Richmond,  and  Kingston,  Second 
Bull  Run.  Mustered  out  Bept  14, 1864.  Remustered 
men  and  recruits  remained  in  the  service  under  the 
same  designation  until  June  2&,  1865. 

The  Twenty-sixth  Regiment  was  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  Oct.  18,  1861,  and 
was  mustered  out  Aug.  26, 1865.  It  had  about  one 
company  from  Bristol  County.  This  regiment  was  a 
legitimate  offspring  of  the  old  Sixth  Regiment,  which 
was  mobbed  in  Baltimore.  It  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Winchester,  Cedar  Creek,  and  Fisher's 
Hill. 

The  Twenty-ninth  Regiment. — Seven  companies 
of  this  regiment  were  among  the  first  three  years' 
men  that  left  the  State.  They  were  sent  to  Fortress 
Monroe  to  fill  up  the  ranks  of  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Militia  Regiments,  three  months'  men,  and  when  the 
terms  of  the  above  regiments  had  expired,  the  seven 
companies  became  known  as  the  First  Battalion  of 
Massachusetts  Volunteers.  Subsequently  three  new 
companies  were  organized  and  attached  to  this  bat- 
talion and  it  was  made  the  Twenty-ninth  Regiment, 
and  Brig.-Gen.  £.  W.  Peirce,  of  the  Massachusetts 
Volunteer  Militia,  was  appointed  colonel. 

The  regiment  participated  in  the  battles  before 
Richmond,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg,  Jackson,  Blue  Springs,  Campbell's  Station, 
siege  of  Knoxville,  Cold  Harbor. 

This  was  not  a  Bristol  County  regiment,  but  Col. 
Peirce,  its  commander,  was  and  still  is  a  Bristol 
County  man.  In  one  of  Maj.  O'Neill's  reports,  in  re- 
ferring to  Gen.  Peirce,  he  says,  "  Col.  Ebenezer  W. 
Peirce,  who  lost  an  arm  in  the  battle  of  White  Oak 
Swamp,  has  my  sympathy,  and  in  so  soon  rejoining 
his  regiment  for  duty  proved  his  readiness  to  be  where 
a  soldier  should  be,  at  the  head  of  his  regiment."  It 
may  be  remarked  here  that  Gen.  Peirce  rejoined  his 
regiment  and  took  command  only  sixty  days  aRer  his 
arm  had  been  shot  off  at  White  Oak  Swamp. 

Nov.  12, 1862,  Col.  £.  W.  Peirce  was  deUiled  upon 
recruiting  service,  and  ordered  to  report  to  Col.  Day 
at  Boston,  where  he  remained  until  relieved,  and 
immediately  resumed  command  of  his  regiment  at 
Newport  News,  March  21,  1863,  accompanying  it  to 
Paris,  Ky.,  when  he  was,  by  order  of  Gen.  Burnside, 
placed  in  command  of  all  the  Federal  forces  at  that 
post,  and  so  remained  until  July  20th,  when  he  was 
detailed  to  organize  the  First  Provisional  Regiment  of 
Massachusetts,  encamped  on  Long  Island,  Boston 
Harbor,  and  returning  to  his  regiment  at  Nicholas- 
ville,  Ky.,  August  28th,  was  immediately  placed  in 
command  of  the  brigade  to  which  this  regiment  was 
attached,  and  commanded  the  brigade  in  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  and  Virginia,  and  while  in  Tennessee 
was  for  a  time  in  command  of  the  First  Division  of 
the  Ninth  Corps. 


Ebenezer  W.  Peirce  was  bom  at  Assonet  vil- 
lage, in  Freetown,  April  6, 1822,  and  is  a  lineal  de- 
scendant in  the  sixth  generation  from  Abraham 
Peirce,  who  emigrated  to  America  and  settled  at  Ply- 
mouth in  1623,  and  died  at  Duxbury  in  or  near  1678. 
Isaac,  a  son  of  Abraham  Peirce,  performed  military 
service  for  Plymouth  Colony  in  King  Philip's  war 
(1675  and  1676),  for  which  he  was  awarded  a  land 
grant.  Isaac  Peirce  died  in  what  was  then  Middle- 
borough,  now  Lakeville,  Feb.  28,  1732,  aged  about 
seventy-one  years. 

Isaac  Peirce  left  sons  Thomas  and  Isaac,  Jr.  The 
latter,  booming  a  Quaker,  had  a  family  of  four  sons, 
all  of  whom  save  one  left  the  religious  faith  and  prac- 
tice of  their  father ;  and  the  oldest  of  these  (Ebenezer 
by  name)  sent  three  sons  into  the  army  in  the  French 
and  Indian  war  (1755  to  1783),  and  six  into  the  pa- 
triot army  of  the  American  Revolution  (1775  to  1782), 
of  which  six  four  became  captains  in  that  service, 
and  one  lost  his  life  before  having  time  to  attain  pro- 
motion. Of  these  six  sons  was  Capt  Job  Peirce,  who 
served  in  both  the  French  and  Indian  war  and  the 
Revolution,  and  who  had  one  son  in  active  service  in 
the  coast-guard  as  a  major,  and  another  as  a  captain  in 
the  last  war  with  England  (1812  to  1815).  Capt.  Job 
Peirce  was  the  founder  or  donor  of  the  Peirce  Acad- 
emy, in  Middleborough,  and  paternal  grandfather  to 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  upon  the  maternal  side 
is  of  the  sixth  generation  from  Lieut.  Samuel  Gardi- 
ner, who  distinguished  himself  in  King  William's 
war  (1689  to  1692),  and  is  the  earliest  town  clerk  and 
treasurer  of  Freetown  of  whom  there  remains  a  record, 
and  was  a  principal  proprietor  of  what  is  still  known 
as  Gardiner's  Neck,  in  Swansea.  The  mother  of 
Ebenezer  W.  Peirce  was  a  daughter  of  Col.  Benjamin 
Weaver,  of  Freetown,  an  officer  in  patriot  army  of 
Revolution,  and  a  stanch  upholder  of  the  govern- 
ment in  the  Shay's  war,  or  Shay's  rebellion,  so  called, 
in  1786,  and  for  some  thirty  years  justice  of  a  court, 
and  distinguished  for  considerable  scholastic  attain- 
ments. 

Ebenezer  W.  Peirce  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  town,  Peirce  Academy,  Middle- 
borough,  Mass.,  Bacon  Academy,  Colchester,  Conn., 
and  Durham  Academy,  at  Durham,  N.  H.  He  has 
been  elected  to  the  town  offices  of  selectman,  overseer 
of  the  poor,  assessor,  treasurer,  collector,  and  school 
committee,  and  appointed  to  the  county  offices  of  trial 
justice,  coroner,  notary  public,  commissioner  to  qualify 
civil  officers,  public  administrator,  and  prover  of  fire- 
arms, and  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
received  the  appointment  of  collector  of  internal  rev- 
enue for  the  First  Congressional  District  of  Massa- 
chusetts. In  the  local  militia  of  Massachusetts  he 
has  held  thecommissions  of  lieutenant,  captain,  migor, 
lieutenant-colonel,  and  brigadier-general,  and  in  the 
army  in  late  war  of  great  Rebellion  the  commission 
of  colonel. 

He  commanded  a  regiment  in  Virginia,  a  brigade 
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in  Kentacky,  Tenncua^;  Mid  YiigliiJAi  and  Ibr  a 
Bhbrt  time  a  division  in  Tennwiae.  Hit  right  arm 
was,  by  a  oannon-ballt  shot  off  timx  tho  ihodldor  on 
the  80th  of  June,  IWSif  of  whioh  wound  ho  was  off 
duty  only  thirty  daya»  and  |iartlolpaled  in  another 
battle  in  less  than  two  montfis.  Ho  was  beibrs  and 
during  the  late  war  laigdy  ongaged  in  sheep  hot* 
bandry  and  raising  hf  wo(d|  and  whilo  ho  had  on 
hand  a  very'  large  qnantfty  the  prioes  of  wool  went 
up  from  twenty-eight  oents  to  one  dollar  and  eighteen 
cents  per  pound,  and  dro|qped  ahnost  as  mneh  iaino- 
diately  after  he  had  sold  out,  for,  said  he^  **  while 
most  people  advised  me  tolsell  I  woold  not  dispose  of 
a  pound,  but  as  soon  as  almostevery  body  advised  mo 
to  hold  on  I  made  haste  to  sell  the  wh<de  and  did  not 
get  rid  of  it  a  moment  too  soon,''  From  yonth  he 
has  given  much  time  and  attention  to  the  reading 
of  the  Bible,  making  it  for  several  yean  the  nUo  of 
his  life  to  read  it  throngh  every  twelve  months,  and 
is  yet  a  thoroughly  confirmed  materialist^  in  whose 
mind  reason  takes  the  plaoe  of  revelation  and  science 
has  demolished  supentition*  Snee  the  war  ho  has 
written  considerable  for  nowspapem  and  became  the 
author  of  several  books  npon  local  history,  Uogniphy, 
and  genealogy. 

Although  having  attained  to  more  than  thriOMore 
years  and  suffered  the  hardships  incident  to  nearly 
four  yean'  service  in  Ao  late  war,  mors  than  two 
years  of  which  were  performed  after  the  lorn  of  his 
right  arm,  he  still  enjoys  almost  nnimpaired  health, 
and  is  praeHcaXly  a  comparativoly  yoni^  man,  all  of 
which  he  ascribes  to  a  naturally  stnmg  constitution, 
abstemious  habits,  ever  totally  Ignoirlng  tobacco  and 
all  forms  of  gambling,  and  that  ho  has,  during  the 
most  of  his  life,  not'  allowed  himsdf  to  be  incumbered 
with  the  burdens,  sources,  and  anxious  care  of  more 
than  one  world  at  a  time. 

The  Thirty-oighth  Bagimmt  was  mustered  into 
the  service  Aug.  24, 186S,  and  was  mustered  out  June 
80, 1865.  One  company  of  the  re^^ment  (H)  was  re- 
cruited in  the  southeaptem  part  of  the  county,  princi- 
pally from  New  Bedford,  Dartmbuth,  and  Westport 
The  regiment  participated  in  the  following  engage- 
ments :  Cane  Biver,  Mansura,  Port  Hudson,  Opequan, 
Fisher's  Hill,  and  Oedar  Greek. 

The  Thirty-ninth  Bagimant  was  mustered  into 
the  United  States  service  Sept  4^  186i,  and  was  mus- 
tered out  June  2, 1866.  There  was  one  company  in 
this  regiment  from  Bristol  Oounty,  Ooippany  F  ftom 
Taunton.  The  Thirty-ninth  psjrticipated  in  the 
following  engagements:  Mine  Run,  Wilderness, 
Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Tolopotomy,  Bethesda 
Church,  Petersburg,  Weldon  Railroad,  Dabney's 
Mills,  Gravelly  Run,  and  Five  Forks. 

The  Fortieih  Regiment  had  one  company  from 
this  county,  chiefly  from  Attleborough,  Company  H. 
The  regiment  was  mustered  Into  the  service  Sept.  $, 
1862,  and  was  mustered  out  June  16, 1865. 

It  participated  in  the  following  engagements :  En- 


gagements on  tho  Blackwaler,  bombardmoitB  of  Forts 
Sumter  and  Wagnar,'si^ge  of  Charleston,  Olustee, 
Oedar  Greek,  Ten-Mile  Run,  Jadnonvllle,  'Dmry's 
BluH;  OoM  Harbor.  Fort  Harrison,  Fair  Oaks,  and 
tho  several  battles  befors  Petenbnig  and  ^idimond. 
This  was  one  of  tho  best  regiments  in  the  service. 

Hm  For^^MTMlli  Xagfagnt  (nine  months)  was 
reeruitedefaiofly  by  LudnsB.  Marsh,  of  Boston.  Com- 
pany C^  OiH»ti  L.  T.  Starkey,  was  ftom  Attleborough, 
and  Company  D,  Oapt  A.  8.  Oushman,  was  from  New 
Bedford.  The  rqgiment  left  Boston  Nov.  29,  1662, 
and  proceeded  to  New  York,  where  it  remained  until 
December  21sl^  when  it  sailed  ibr  New  Orleans,  ar- 
riving there  on  the  Slst^  and  on  the  fdlowing  day  pro- 
ceeded to  Oarrollton,  and  January  2d  went  Into  camp. 
The  rq^ent  remained  in  the  defenses  of  New  Or- 
leana  during  its  term  of  service,  its  loss  bdng  twenty 
by  death.  It  was  mustered  out  at  Beadvllle,  Sept.  1, 
1868. 

Tho  Viftf-oiglith  Sogimant  was  recruited  at  Besd- 
ville,  and  left  for  the  front  April  28, 1864,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut-Col.  John  C.  Whiton.  There  were 
several  companies  ftom  Bristol  County  in  this  regi- 
ment The  rei^ment  joined  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac only  a  few  days  previous  to  the  advanoe  towards 
Bichmond,  and  suiTerad  severely  in  officers  and  men. 

Caft.  Fbahkltv  Howlahd  Is  a  descendant  of 
Henry  HowUnd,  who  was  in  Plymouth  Colony  as 
early  as  1621  It  Is  supposed  that  John  Howland,  of 
the  *' Mayflower,^  and  Henry  were  brothers.  The  do- 
scent  comes  ftom  Henry^  through  Zoedt',  Nathanid*, 
James*,  Thomai^,  ThomanF,  William*,  8tephen^  and 
Franklyn*.  25oeth'ssons,  Nathaniel,  Bm^amin,  Henry, 
and  Nicholas,  were  among  the  original  proprieton 
and  settlers  of  old  Dartmoudt.  They  were  sturdy, 
well  to  do,  hi|^y-respected  men.  The  Howlanda  of 
this  part  of  Bristol  County  all  trace  their  descent 
ftom  tliree  brothers.  Franklyn*s  grandikther,  Wil- 
liam, above  mentioned,  married  Innocent  Wilber,  of 
Little  Compton,  B.  I.,  where  he  settled,  and  was  fre- 
quently honored  with  public  office.  Innocent  was  a 
daughter  of  William  Wilbor,  who  was  born  In  Eng- 
land in  1680,  and  whose  son  Samuel  was  one  of  the 
original  proprieton  of  the  Island  of  Bhode  Island. 
Her  nephew,  Philip  Wilbor,  was  formerly  Qovernor 
of  that  State.  Her  cousin,  John  Wilbor,  was  leader 
of  the  **  Wilborite"  faction  of  Friends.  His  father 
Stephen  married  Lucy  P.,  daughter  of  Rev.  Israel 
Washburn,  a  deecendant  of  John  Washburn,  who 
was  a  resident  of  Evansham,  county  of  Worcester, 
England,  Secretary  of  the  Council  of  Plymouth  in 
England,  and  the  first  secretary  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony  in  America.  He  subsequently  moved  with 
the  Plymouth  Colony,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
proprietors  of  Bridgewater,  the  descent  being  John', 
John',  James^,  Moses^  Moses*,  Jr.,  Lettice',  Isruer. 
Bev.  Israel  Washburn  was  born  in  Acushnet,  24th  10th 
month,  1796.  At  an  early  age  he  took  orders  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  continued  in  the 
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itinerancy  most  of  the  time  till  he  died.  His  last  ap- 
pointment by  the  Conference  was  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Acushnet  village,  but  he  did  not 
live  to  move  to  it 

He  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  all  moral  reforms, 
especially  of  total  abstinence  and  anti-slavery,  being 
classed  with  the  Garrison  abolitionists.  He  was  for 
many  years  a  resident  of  Acushnet.  In  1802,  then 
seventy-two  years  of  age,  he  offered  his  services  to 
the  government,  and  was  made  chaplain  of  the 
Twelfth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  September  1st  of 
that  year.  At  the  battle  of  Antietam  he  contracted  a 
disease  of  which  he  died  April  28,  18G4.  His  son, 
Capt  A.  Gardiner  Washburn,  a  former  resident  of 
Acushnet,  a  graduate  of  Brown  University  and  the 
Albany  Law  School,  subsequently  a  newspaper  editor, 
also  died  of  disease  contracted  in  the*  service.  A  re- 
markable incident  of  record  is  that  Moses,  Jr.,  was 
in  the  Revolutionary  war;  his  son  Lettice  in  the 
Revolution  and  war  of  1812 ;  his  grandson  Israel,  his 
great-grandson  A.  Gardiner,  and  his  great-great- 
grandson  Franklyn  in  the  last  war.  A  United  States 
pension  was  granted  on  account  of  the  last  four,  and 
the  last  three  held  th.e  same  rank. 

Capt  Howland  was  born  in  Little  Compton,  R.  I., 
but  became  a  resident  of  Westport,  Mass.,  the  follow- 
ing year.  His  opportunities  for  an  education  were 
exceedingly  limited.  With  the  exception  of  six 
months,  his  studies  were  pursued  in  a  mixed  country 
school,  "  much  of  the  time,''  he  says,  "  in  a  house 
where  daylight  could  be  seen  through  the  roof,  and 
high  winds  would  come  through  cracks  in  the  walls 
with  sufficient  force  to  turn  the  leaves  of  a  book.'' 
He  was  in  school  but  twelve  months  afler  his  four- 
teenth birthday.  Since  then,  however,  he  has  allowed 
no  opportunity  to  pass  to  acquire  by  close  observation, 
by  careful  reading,  and  by  intercourse  with  intelli- 
gent minds  that  practical  information  which  has 
given  him  mental  power  and  success. 

At  sixteen  years  of  age  he  entered  the  employment 
of  an  importing  house  in  New  York  City,  and  con- 
tinued there  till  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion.  Pass- 
ing down  town  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  of  April, 
18G1,  he  saw  bulletined  on  the  newspaper  boards  the 
exciting  news  of  the  attack  on  the  Sixth  Massachu- 
setts Volunteers  in  the  streets  of  Baltimore.  The  in- 
herited patriotism,  which  had  been  by  no  means 
dormant,  now  reached  a  white-heat.  He  enrolled 
himself  at  once,  being  only  eighteen  years  of  age,  as 
a  private  in  the  Fourteenth  New  York  State  Militia, 
of  Brooklyn,  where  he  resided.*  The  regiment  was 
soon  ordered  to  the  front.  It  passed  through  Balti- 
more very  soon,  and  was  quartered  at  Washington 
in  the  Senate  chamber  of  the  capitol.  He  was  in 
the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  when  the  newspapers  re- 
ported him  killed,  but  he  received  only  a  flesh-wound. 
After  a  year's  service  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
(where  he  received  his  first  commission),  he  was  as- 
signed to  duty  in  the  Department  of  the  South  with 


the  Ninth  Army  Corps.  A  part  of  the  time  spent 
there  he  was  on  staff  duty  as  avis  tan  t  provost- mar- 
shal. During  his  service  he  was  a  prisoner  of  war 
nearly  a  year  continuously.  This  time  was  about 
equally  divided  between  Libby  and  Salisbury  prison 
pens,  under  Winder  and  Wirz,  and  New  Orleans. 
The  hardships  and  privations  endured  here  resulted 
in  a  sickness  which  nearly  proved  fatal,  and  left  him 
with  a  partially  paralyzed  condition  of  the  spinal 
cord.  Since  this  event  he  has  not  stepped  without 
assistance,  and  requires  a  constant  attendant  He  re- 
signed in  April,  1864,  having  been  in  service  three 
years  on  the  19th  of  that  month. 

Though  totally  incapacitated  from  manual  labor, 
his  vigorous  mind  seeks  employment  He  edits  the 
agricultural  department  of  the  New  Bedford  Standard, 
and  has  since  the  incorporation  of  that  department 
in  this  enterprising  paper,  January,  1876,  which  de- 
partment he  suggested  to  the  publishers*  He  has 
been  president  of  the  South  Bristol  Farmers*  Club,  a 
flourishing  agricultural  organization,  since  it  was  in- 
stituted. His  boyhood  was  passed  on  a  large  farm. 
Since  the  war  he  has  been  a  close  observer  of  agri- 
cultural and  horticultural  pursuits,  and  for  the  past 
ten  years  a  farm  on  which  he  resides,  situated  on  the 
Fairhaven  road,  in  the  town  of  Acushnet,  has  been 
cultivated  under  his  immediate  supervision.  He  is 
actively  interested  in  the  anti-liquor  and  Sunday- 
school  causes,  is  president  of  the  Acushnet  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Bristol  County  Sunday-School  Asso- 
ciations. He  is  now  engaged  in  preparing  for  the 
press  a  genealogy  of  the  Howland  family,  and  is 
working  up  a  complete  histoxy  of  Methodism  within 
the  boundaries  of  old  Dartmouth.  The  use  of  a  pen 
being  extremely  difficult,  and  at  times  impossible, 
much  of  bis  writing  is  done  by  an  amanuensis. 

He  studied  two  years  for  the  medical  profession, 
but  not  recovering,  as  he  had  hoped,  he  abandoned  it. 
He  has  no  aspirations  for  political  office,  but  was  on 
the  board  of  school  committee  of  Westport  for  two 
years,  and  was  a  candidate  of  the  anti-license  faction 
of  the  Republican  party  of  Westport  in  1869,  when 
five  of  his  competitors'  votes  would  have  secured  his 
election  at  the  polls.  He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace 
for  a  number  of  years. 

Capt  Howland  married  Emma  H.,  daughter  of 
Capt  James  H.  and  Emily  G.  Hallett,  of  Barnstable, 
Mass.  Her  father  was  a  master- mariner.  They  have 
had  three  children, — Grace  (deceased),  Le  Roy,  and 
Max.  Capt.  Howland  is  a  man  of  pleasing  address 
and  winning  magnetism.  He  is  often  called  upon  to 
address  various  bodies  and  public  assemblies,  and  has 
an  earnest,  convincing  oratory,  not  unmixed  with 
humor  and  wit,  which  always  serves  to  drive  home  a 
point  As  a  writer,  he  is  graphic  and  concise,  evincing 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  subject  in  hand.  Labor- 
ing under  disadvantages  which  would  appall  many 
able  men,  his  perseverance  and  will  cause  him  to  ac- 
complish more  actual  labor  than  many  men  of  per- 
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feet  faealtli.  He  is  a  repreeentative  mtn,  and  remark- 
able in  maay  respects. 

Our  iiiilltery  history  Is  closed.  We  bave  fnlthhilly 
traced  the  hietorjr  of  the  varioue  regimeote,  and  it 
baa  been  our  honeiiC  endeavor  tc  place  before  the 
people  of  Bristol  County  a  truthful  record  of  her  gal- 
lant eons  who  risked  their  lives  Jo  tbe  defence  of 
their  country.  We  have  sought  to  deal  justly  with 
nil,  and  give  deserving  credit  to  each  and  every 
regiment. 

Wbile  thehistory  is  a  record  of  many  of  the  severest 
battles  of  the  ivur,  it  is  not  in  any  particular  over- 
drawn ;  it  ii9  a  "plain,  unvarnished  tale."  It  has 
keen  impossible  to  sketch  many  individual  acts  of 
beroism,  but  these  were  not  wanting. 

Bristol  County  may  justly  feel  proud  of  her  sol- 
diery, aa  no  section  of  our  country  acted  a  more 
prominent  or  honorable  t6U  in  the  great  tragedy. 

Eighteen  years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  close  of 
the  Rebellion,  and  we  find  our  country  a  united  and 
prosperous  people.  Sectional  strife  is  rapidly  passing 
away,  and  the  same  liand  strews  flowers  alike  on  the 
graves  of  the  Blue  and  the  Qray. 


NEW    BEDFORD. 

a*a(i*phlcil— Topognkptilul— FInt  Dtcotd  Otftnuet  la   Old   Dvr- 
■DDUIh— Bruly  aglUunanl— iDdlM  I>«d— Wiuuutfugn  lud  Wun- 

Tht  nm  BtpraHoUtlit— 0<li*r  Karlj  &*pnHnt>llT»»-TLf  Hu*. 
Hnt-Ktnf  Fhlllp'i  Wir. 

New  Bedford  lies  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
county,  and  is  bounded  aa  follows:  Un  the  north  by 
Freetown;  on  the  east  by  Acushnet  River,  which 
separates  it  from  Acushnet  and  Kairhaven;  on  the 
eouth  by  Buzzard's  Bay ;  and  on  the  wedt  by  Dart- 
mouth. The  surface  of  the  town  is  generally  level 
and  the  soil  fertile. 

The  finit  reference  found  in  the  Plymouth  Colony 
records  in  relation  to  the  territory  of  Dartmouth  is 
under  date  of  Dec.  I,  1640,  twenty  years  after  the 
arrival  of  the  "  Mayflower."  By  an  order  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  of  March,  1639,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
purchasers  or  "  old-cojners"  should  malce  choice  of  two 
or  three  plantations  for  themselves  and  their  lieirs  by 
the  December  court,     When  the  time  came  it  was 

>rarIb*(r«Urpoi1liiiiof  IhliHnd  111*  KilluwlDKChipMrlbi  iilllur 


found  that  the  choice  had  been  made,  and  the  returns 
of  the  three  trade  selected  were  made  and  recorded. 
All  the  selections  were  upon  the  coast. 

The  following  dexcriptlon  of  the  tract  called  "  The 
Second  Place,"  taken  in  connection  with  the  langunge 
of  the  conveyance  afterwards  made  by  the  Indian 
chieb  Waaamequin  and  Wamsuita,  indicates  with 
sufficient  accuracy  that  it  wi;a  intcndi.-d  to  describe 
the  territory  that  twenty-four  years  afterwards  con- 
stituted the  town  of  Dartmouth.  The  language  and 
orthography  of  the  recorda  are  given. 

"The  second  place  of  a  place  called  Acconcjuease 
al"  Acokers,  w""  lyeth  in  the  bottom  of  Iho  bay,  ad- 
joining to  the  west  side  of  I'oqnt  Perrill,  and  two 
miles  to  the  western  Bide  of  the  said  river,  to  another 
place,  called  Acqussent  River,  w*''  entreth  at  the  west- 
ern end  of  Nickatug,  and  two  miles  to  the  eastward 
thereof,  and  to  extend  eight  milea  into  the  country." 

By  this  allutment  of  territory  no  title  was  acquired. 
It  was  owned  by  the  Indians  and  occupied  by  them. 

Early  Settlement  of  Dartmouth.— Durtmouth 
was  one  of  the  lost  towns  of  the  Plymouth  Colony 
incorporated.  The  first  record  which  we  have  of  it 
is  dated  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  years  ago, 
thirty-four  year^  al^r  the  landing  on  Plymouth  Rock. 
On  the  S9th  of  November,  1654,  a  conveyance  was 
made  by  Waiuimequin,  an  Indian  chief,  and  Wam- 
sutta,  his  son,  of  the  terrilflry  now  comprising  the 
towns  of  Westport,  Dartmouth,  New  Bedford,  Fair- 
haven,  and  Acushnet  lo  William  Bradford,  Oapt. 
Standish,  Tliomua  Siiuthworth,  Johu  Winslow,  Jolin 
Cook,  and  their  associates,  the  purchasers,  as  "nld- 
comers."  The  tract  conveyed  is  tliua  deacribed  :  "  A 
tract  of  land  known  by  the  name  of  Accnaheud,  atia* 
Aquaet,  entering  in  al  the  western  end  of  Nukuta,  and 
to  the  now  Conkaet,  alia*  Ackeet,  and  places  adjacent, 
the  bounds  of  which  tract  fully  extend  through  milea 
to  the  eastward  of  the  most  easterly  part  of  tlic  river 
or  bay  Accuthenak  aforesaid,  and  so  along  tlie  seuaide 
to  the  river  called  Cookset,  lying  on  the  weat  side  of 
Point  I'erril,  and  to  tlic  most  weetermost  side  of  any 
branch  of  the  aforesaid  river,  and  extending  eight 
miles  into  the  woods,  with  all  marshes,  meadows, 
rivers,  waters,  woods,  and  uppurtenancu  thereto  be- 
longing." 

For  this  large  tract  Wasamequcn  and  Wamautta 
received  thirty  yards  of  cloth,  eight  mooae-skius,  fif- 
teen axes,  fifteen  hoea,  fifteen  pairs  of  breecbea,  eight 
blankets,  two  kettles,  one  cloak,  two  pounds  of  wam- 
pum, eight  pairs  of  stockings,  eight  pairs  of  shoes, 
one  tin  pot,  and  ten  shillings  in  other  commodities, 
which  phrase  being  interpreted  probably  meant  rum 
and  tobacco.  The  grantora,  father  and  son,  agree 
within  one  year  to  remove  all  the  Indians  from  the 
tract.  This  condition  certainly  was  not  complied 
with,  and  it  may  bo  inferred  from  the  fact  that  the 
Indians  wore  not  removed  from  tliia  favorite  purtiou 
of  their  territory  that  the  two  chiefs  who  for  this  beg- 
garly inventory  of  breeches,  hlanketa,  and  other  com- 
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modities  undertook  to  barter  away  the  hunting- 
grounih  of  the  tribe  had  as  little  authority  to  make 
the  trannfer  as  they  had  power  to  enforce  the  cruel 
stipulation  that  provided  for  the  banishment  of  tlie 
rightful  owners  of  the  soil.'  Previous  to  this  date 
there  were  no  doubt  some  settlers  upon  this  territory. 

As  early  as  1650,  Ralph  Russell  came  to  Dartmouth, 
and  in  company  with  Anthony  Slocum,  his  companion 
into  the  wilderness,  established  an  iron-works  at  Rus- 
sell's Mills.  They  were  from  the  neighboring  settle- 
ment of  Taunton. 

To  the  Russells  is  due  the  honor  of  having  been 
the  founders  of  this  community,  and  from  that  early 
day,  over  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  ago,  there  has 
been  no  time  in  the  annals  of  the  old  mother-town  of 
Dartmouth  or  of  the  vigorous  branches  of  the  parent 
tree  when  the  name  of  Russell  was  not  borne  by  many 
here  whose  enterprise  and  perseverance  proved  them 
worthy  descendants  of  him  who  pitched  his  tent  in 
the  wilderness,  and,  surrounded  by  the  wondering  and 
it  may  be  hostile  sons  of  the  soil,  caused  the  stillness 
of  the  forest  for  the  first  time  to  be  broken  by  the 
clangor  of  water-driven  machinery. 

In  1664,  Dartmouth  was  incorporated,  and  John 
Russell,  the  first  representative  sent  by  the  inhabitants 
to  the  General  Court  at  Plymoutli,  took  bis  seat  among 
the  rulers  of  the  people  the  next  year. 

John  Cook  seems  to  have  been  the  only  person 
named  among  the  grantees  of  the  territory  who  be- 
came an  inhabitant  of  the  town.  His  house  was 
situated  at  the  opposite  extremity  of  the  settlement, 
near  what  is  now  called  the  Head  of  the  River.  The 
second  year  he  took  Russell's  place  as  representative 
at  the  headquarters  of  the  Old  Colony,  and  from  that 


*  Ttie  following  it  a  copy  of  thii  deed : 

**  Nbw  PLTMOtrrii,  NoTeinb«>r  the  20tli,  1052. 

**  Know  all  men  bj  theee  presents^  that  I,  Wemmeqnen,  and  Warn- 
•ntta,  my  ton,  have  told  nnto  Mr.  William  Bradford,  Captain  Standlsh, 
Thomas  aonthworth,  John  WInilow,  John  Oooke,  and  their  amoclatee, 
the  parchaaere  or  old'Comera,  all  the  tract  or  tracts  uf  land  lying  three 
milee  eastwnrd  from  a  river  called  Cnshenagg,  to  a  certain  harbonr  called 
Aeoaksett,  to  a  flut  rock  on  the  westward  side  uf  the  said  harbour.  And 
whereas  the  said  harbour  dirldeth  Itself  IntoseTeral  branches,  the  west- 
ernmost arme  to  be  the  bound,  and  all  the  tract  or  tracts  of  land  from 
the  ssM  Westemnmst  arme  to  the  said  river  of  Cnshenagg,  three  miles 
eastward  of  the  same,  with  all  the  profits  and  benefits  within  the  said 
tract,  with  all  the  rivers,  creeks,  meadows,  necks,  and  islands  that  lye  in 
or  before  the  same,  and  from  the  sea  upward  to  go  so  high  that  the 
English  may  not  be  annoyed  by  tlie  hunting  of  the  Indians  in  any  sort 
of  their  oalUe.  And  I,  Wesamequen,  and  Wamsntta,  do  promise  to  re- 
move  all  the  Indians  within  a  year  from  the  date  hereof  that  do  live  in 
thesaid  tract  And  we,  the  said  Wesameqnen  «nd  Wamsutta,  have  fully 
bargalm-d  and  sold  unto  the  aforesaid  Mr.  William  Bradford,  Oaptain 
Standlsh, Thomas  Southworth,  John  Wlnslow,  John  Cooke,  and  the  rest 
of  their  sssoeiates,  the  purchasers  or  old-comers,  to  have  and  to  hold  for 
them  and  thair  heirs  and  assigns  forever.  And  In  consideraUon  hereof, 
we  tiM  above-mentioned  are  to  pay  to  the  said  Wesameqnen  and  Wam- 
iutta  as  followeth:  (Mrfjr  $ardt  of  tiotk,  tight  moo$0^kiiu,  /{fletn  oxm^ 
J^fliNm  hon,J^UeH  pair  of  brtedket,  eight  frlanAste,  two  kHUot^  one  elook,  £2 
In  waatjww,  olg^  pair  $loekb»ga^  oight  pair  of  sAosf ,  on«  iron  poi,  and  Urn 
MUiago  la  amotkor  oomwudUio,  And  in  witness  hereof  we  have  Inter* 
diangsably  set  to  oar  hands  the  day  and  year  above  written. 
"  la  prMsnca  of  **  Jobn  Winslow, 

**JoitATnAit  8raw,  "John  Oook, 

"Bavvil  ln»T,  *'WAiituiTA.    HIiAAmark.** 
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time  to  the  year  1674,  when  Indian  hostility  leveled 
every  habitation  and  drove  every  white  inhabitant 
from  the  territory,  the  two  Johns,  situated  at  the  ter* 
mini  of  a  line  drawn  diagonally  across  the  town,  con- 
tinued to  discharge  the  duties  of  attending  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  good  people  of  Dartmouth  in  the  councils 
of  the  colony. 

Burdensome,  doubtless,  to  these  distant  settlers 
was  the  task  of  attending  to  the  affairs  of  state  at 
Plymouth,  and  it  was  found  necessary  in  those  good 
old  times  to  impose  upon  any  person  chosen  to  the 
office  of  Governor  who  should  refuse  to  accept  the 
same  a  fine  of  twenty  pounds.  It  may  be  with  pro- 
priety supponed  that  the  office  of  member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  was  not  sought  after  with  much  eagerness* 

These  hardy  pioneers  in  the  wilderness  well  knew 
that  although  legislation  was  a  very  good  thing  in  its 
place  and  not  to  be  neglected,  it  was  no  substitute  for 
the  axe  and  the  plow,  the  forge  and  the  anvil,  in  the 
great  work  of  preparing  the  land  to  become  a  com- 
fortable and  pleasant  habitation. 

In  the  periods  which  intervened  between  the  incor- 
poration of  the  town  and  its  destruction  by  the  natives, 
eleven  years,  John  Russell  was  five  years  and  John 
Cook  six  years  the  town's  delegate  to  the  court. 

For  about  three  years  there  is  a  blank  in  the  politi- 
cal annals  of  Dartmouth.  A  year  or  two  after  the 
close  of  the  war  with  Metacom  the  old  town  again 
comes  upon  the  stage,  and  the  reappearance  of  Rus- 
sell and  Cook  in  their  old  places  in  the  court-house 
at  Plymouth  conveys  the  double  information  of  the 
re-settlement  of  the  territory  and  the  continued  popu- 
larity of  the  men  who  had  shared  between  them  all 
the  honor  of  representing  the  people. 

It  was  in  1679  that  Dartmouth  had  so  far  recover^ 
from  the  devastation  of  the  war  as  to  be  called  upon 
to  send  a  delegate  to  Plymouth.  Cook  was  that  year 
sent,  and  continued  to  occupy  the  post  until  1682, 
when  Russell  was  again  elected.  The  next  two  years 
Cook  sustains  the  burden,  and  then  for  the  first  time 
a  new  name  is  found  upon  the  records  of  the  Supreme 
Council  as  furnishing  the  Dartmouth  quota  of  the 
assembled  wisdom. 

For  one  year,  1685,  Joseph  Tripp  was  the  represen- 
tative to  the  General  Court  Russell  does  not  again 
appear  as  a  public  man. 

John  Russell,  who  with  his  father,  Ralph  Russell, 
and  Anthony  Slocum,  operated  the  iron  forge  at  Rus- 
sell's Mills,  and  whose  death  occurred  in  1694,  did  not 
reside  within  the  limits  of  the  present  city.  His  son 
Joseph  was  born  in  1650,  and  during  the  war  lived  at 
the  Apponagansett  garrison,  where  his  twin  sons 
Joseph  and  John  were  born  Nov.  22,  1679.  He 
moved  from  the  Apponagansett  River  to  the  Acushnet 
prior  to  1711,  and  resided  at  what  is  now  the  corner 
of  County  and  South  Streets.  Joseph  Russell,  born 
at  the  garrison,  afterwards  resided  at  what  is  now  the 
corner  of  County  and  Bush  Streets,  where  in  my  boy- 
hood stood  the  *'  little  school-house,"  in  whose  yard 
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was  the  well  used  by  this  nearly  settler.  The  title  of 
the  lands  of  the  Bussells  was  confirmed  by  Her  Majes- 
ty's (Queen  Anne's)  justices  of  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions  for  the  county  of  Bristol,  May  25, 1711.  The 
survey  had  been  made  by  Benjamin  Crane,  who,  under 
the  '*  eight  hundred  acre  division/'  established  the 
original  boundaries. 

The  son  of  the  last-named  Joseph  Russell,  also 
named  Joseph,  was  born  on  the  8th  of  October,  1719, 
and  died  on  the  16th  of  October,  1804,  aged  eighty- 
five  years.  We  may  fairly  consider  this  last-named 
Joseph  Russell  as  the  founder  of  New  Bedford.  He 
owned  the  tract  of  land  bounded  on  the  south  by 
land  of  his  brother  Caleb,  the  division  lines  being 
midway  between  the  presept  Bedford  and  Russell 
Streets,  and  on  the  north  by  land  of  Manasseh  Kemp- 
ton,  whose  division  line  was  between  the  present 
Elm  and  William  Streets,  and  bounded  easterly  by 
the  river.  His  homestead  was  on  the  County  road, 
as  it  was  called,  bc^^ween  the  present  court-house  and 
the  residence  of  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Morgan.  He  is 
described  as  "  a  man  of  great  industry,  prudence,  and 
enterprise,  and  of  strict  integrity  of  character,  a  large 
farmer  and  extensive  land-owner."  He  was  also  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business,  owning  several  vessels 
trading  at  Southern  ports  and  the  West  Indies.  He 
was  the  first  to  engage  in  the  whale-fishery  and  to 
establish  a  sperm-oil  factory  in  New  Bedford. 

In  1686,  Cook,  for  the  twelfth  time,  was  returned 
as  a  delegate  to  the  Qeneral  Court.  He  was  the  last 
representative  sen^by  Dartmouth  to  Plymouth  under 
the  independent  charter  of  the  colony. 

For  a  short  period  the  despotism  of  Sir  Edmund 
Androe  saved  the  people  of  the  colony  the  necessity 
of  any  representation  in  the  government.  With  his 
administration  closed  the  political  existence  of  Ply- 
mouth as  an  independent  State.  United  with  Mas- 
sachusetts, its  history  is  mingled  with  that  of  this  an- 
cient commonwealth.  This  was  probably  the  end  of 
Cook's  political  career,  and  it  is  most  likely  that  the 
close  of  his  earthly  soon  followed.  In  a  confirmatory 
deed  of  William  Bradford,  Qovemor,  in  1694,  his 
name  is  not  mentioned  upon  the  list  of  proprietors. 

Both  the  others  who  had  with  him  shared  the  rep- 
resentative honors  of  the  town  are  named  in  the  in- 
denture. 

Anthony  Slocum  was  the  companion  and  business 
associate  of  the  founder  of  the  town.  This  individual, 
whose  descendants  are  numerous  upon  the  territory 
of  the  ancient  town  of  Dartmouth,  and  whose  name 
was  early  given  to  a  portion  of  that  territory  which 
it  still  retains,  does  not  appear  to  have  transmitted 
that  name  to  posterity  in  connection  with  the  occu- 
pancy of  public  station.  Two  of  his  descendants, 
however,  were  active  in  the  afiairs  of  the  town, — 
Holder  Slocum,  Sr.  and  Jr.,  father  and  son.  The 
father  is  probably  entitled  to  the  notoriety  of  having 
been  elected  representative  to  the  Qeneral  Court  a 
greater  number  of  times  than  any  other  individual 


who  ever  was  clothed  with  the  honors  of  the  oflSce. 
It  is  believed  that  for  a  period  of  nearly  thirty  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Qeneral  Court  of  the  com- 
monwealth. 

It  is  said  that  one  year  the  good  people  of  Dart- 
mouth decided  to  permit  Squire  Slocum  to  remain  at 
home.  This  strange  event  in  the  history  of  the  town, 
although  it  was  no  doubt  well  known  to  the  person 
most  interested,  the  rejected  squire,  was  not  in  due 
form  communicated  to  the  old  mare,  the  faithful  ani- 
mal who  for  many  years  had  annually  borne  to  the 
metropolis  her  honored  master,  the  able  and  popular 
representative  of  Dartmouth.  The  time  for  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Qeneral  Court  drew  near,  and  the  well- 
tniined  and  experienced  companion  of  the  Dartmouth 
legislator  instinctively  apprised  of  the  fact,  and  not  as 
usual  feeling  the  weight  of  her  master's  portly  person 
and  well-lined  saddle-bags  upon  her  back,  concluded 
there  was  some  mistake  in  the  matter,  and  without 
further  parley  or  delay  started  for  Boston. 

The  town  of  Dartmouth  was  slow  of  growth.  For 
the  furmer  it  had  few  attractions.  Much  of  the  soil 
was  poor,  and  it  was  long  in  recovering  from  the  blow 
which  was  given  to  the  settlement  by  the  extermina- 
ting hostility  of  the  Indians. 

Indian  History.— In  1676  this  locality  was  devas- 
tated by  a  cruel  Indian  war,  full  of  barbarity  and 
atrocity,  carried  on  by  King  Philip,  the  yonnger 
brother  of  Wamsutta. 

Five  years  previous  to  this  time  the  following  agree- 
ment was  made  at  the  Dartmouth  Indian  encampment 
under  date  Sept.  4, 1671 : 

**  MiMOtAMDUM .— That  we;  the  IndUiM  living  mm-  about  the  town  of 
Dartnioutb,  lu  the  JuritdicUon  of  New  Plyuouth,  whoee  namva  are  hero 
underwrittMi,  do  freely  own  oucseWee  to  be  loyal  eamects  to  Ule  Hivleety 
of  Kngland,  and  to  hie  Colony  of  New  PlyuMNith ;  and  do  hereby  nol- 
emnly  engage  ouneWee  and  oun  to  be  enl^eet  to  Hie  MiO^XJ^  auUiority 
there  ettablUhed  and  to  behave  faithfully  and  friendly  towarde  tham ; 
and  that  we  will  fh>ni  time  to  Ume,  If  we  hc4r  of  any  niaHohme  deeign 
aching  agalnat  them,  diaoover  it  to  eonie  of  theu  with  all  efieed;  and 
that  aUo  that  we  thall  be  ready  to  aflbrd  them  any  aadatance  agaluot 
their  enerolet  according  to  our  ability,  even  ai  we  expeoi  friendahip  and 
amity  and  protecUon  from  them.  Vor  the  perlbrmanoe  thereof  we  have 
hereunto  let  our  hands  In  the  preeenoe  of 

**  AtHAWAMOMBKTM. 
**N0IIAM. 

(•*  Between  40  *  AO  ••  MAiMOKim. 

Indiane  living  near  **JurrmsY. 

or  in    the   town   of  **JAinBt. 

Dartmouth.**)  **  John,  etc.** 

The  names  of  the  Indians  making  this  engagement 
are  not  given.  Those  annexed  appear  to  have  been 
the  witnesses  to  the  instrument  This  engagement  is 
important  in  its  connection  with  two  other  events  in 
the  annals  of  the  town, — the  conveyance  to  Cook  and 
others  by  Wasemequen  and  Wamsutta  in  1654,  and 
the  infamous  enslaving  expatriation  of  the  Dartmouth 
Indians  in  1676.  Here  the  right  of  tlie  Indians,  not- 
withstanding the  stipulations  of  the  gloed  from  the 
two  chiefs  to  a  residence  upon  the  soil,  is  clearly 
recognized. 

All  rights  which  the  Indians  may  have  had  were 
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subsequently  violated  by  the  New  Plymouth  govern- 
ment, when  one  hundred  and  sixty  of  the  sons  of  Uie 
soil  were  seized  and  sold  into  slavery.  This  act  of 
treachery  naturally  aroused  within  the  breast  of  the 
Indians  feelings  of  most  bitter  hatred  and  deep-seated 
revenge. 

The  rulers  were  unprepared  to  defend  the  colony 
against  the  storm  which  they  had  brought  upon  their 
beads.  In  their  distress  they  again  called  upon  Capt. 
Benj.  Church,  who  had  been  treated  by  them  with 
ingratitude,  insult,  and  neglect,  because  he  had  dared 
to  raise  the  voice  of  remonstrance  and  condemnation 
because  of  their  treacherous  act.  He  was,  however, 
at  length  pacified.  Tradition  tells  us  that  he  whittled 
himself  into  the  belief  that  it  was  his  duty  to  protect 
the  settlement  against  the  threatened  destruction. 
Using  a  knife  for  some  trifling  purpose  he  cut  his 
finger,  and  regarding  this  event  as  an  indication  of 
the  will  of  Providence  that  he  must  lay  aside  all  pri- 
vate affairs  and  give  himself  up  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  tlirew  down  his  knife,  and  arming  him- 
self, proceeded  to  Plymouth  and  took  command  of 
the  forces  of  the  colony.  Having  made  a  treaty  with 
Awashuncks,  the  queen-sachem  of  the  Yaconts,  he 
succeeded  in  enlisting  a  number  of  her  tribe  into  his 
company,  and  having  obtained  enlarged  powers  from 
the  government  he  proceeded  to  a  vigorous  prosoeu- 
tion  of  the  war.  It  was  near  Horse  Neck  Beach  that 
Capt  Church  entered  into  the. treaty  with  the  Indian 
queen  and  her  chiefs,  and  when,  in  pursuance  with  a 
previous  arrangement,  he  came  to  visit  the  queen,  he 
found  large  numbers  of  her  people  sporting  upon  the 
marble-like  surface  of  the  beach,  some  racing  horses, 
some  playing  at  foot-ball,  and  others  fishing  from  the 
rocks. 

On  one  of  his  expeditions  Church  pursued  his  ene- 
mies into  the  Accushena  territory.  Having  crossed 
the  river,  probably  at  the  spot  now  called  Acushnet 
village,  he  came  in  contact  with  a  small  band  of  the 
Saconet  Indians,  who  had  refused  to  become  a  party 
to  the  treaty  made  by  their  queen,  and  who  had  joined 
Philip  in  the  contest  that  was  then  raging.  The  party 
were  accompanied  by  Little  Eyes  and  his  family.  He 
made  the  whole  party  prisoners,  and  refusing  the  ad- 
vice of  his  Indian  allies  to  put  Little  Eyes  to  death, 
because  that  chief  had  once  threatened  the  life  of  the 
English  commander,  he  placed  them  all  on  an  island 
in  the  Acushnet,  and  left  Lightfoot  to  guard  them. 
The  island  was  probably  that  which  was  nearest  to 
the  shore.  Fish  Island,  as  this  temporary  place  of 
confinement  for  Indian  prisoners  is  now  called,  pre- 
sents at  this  time  a  very  difierent  aspect  from  what  it 
did  when  Little  Eyes  and  his  companions  in  captivity 
were  landed  upon  its  shore,  and  looking  upon  the 
main,  saw  their  conqueror  and  his  party  enter  the 
forest  which  skirted  the  banks  of  the  river,  as  he 
wended  his  way  to  the  south  on  a  visit  to  the  fortified 
station  at  the  head  of  the  Aponegansett.  They  passed 
the  night  near  Russell's  orchard,  which  was  in  the 


vicinity  of  that  place,  and  learned  in  the  morning 
that  a  large  party  of  Indians  had  the  same  night 
made  the  orchard  their  resting-place.  Ascertaining 
the  route  they  had  taken,  he  retraced  his  steps  to  fol- 
low them.  Coming  to  a  cedar  swamp,  about  three 
miles  from  their  halting-place  by  the  orchard,  the 
forces  were  divided,  and  the  ruins  of  John  Cook's 
house  at  Accushena  being  agreed  upon  as  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  the  two  parties  started  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy.  The  company  under  the  command  of 
Church,  which  seems  to  have  been  composed  entirely 
of  English,  soon  fell  in  with  and  killed  and  captured 
sixty -six  of  the  enemy.  Church  was  now  informed 
that  his  mighty  foe  Metacom  was  near,  and  that  a 
party  of  Indians,  consisting  of  more  than  one  hun- 
dred, had  passed  across  the  river  and  marched  down 
upon  Sconticutt  Neck.  He  then  paddled  over  to  the 
island  where  Lightfoot  had  been  left  with  Little  Eyes 
and  his  party,  and  there  heard  a  confirmation  of  the 
fact  that  a  large  body  of  Indians  had  moved  down  the 
Neck.  They  were  soon  discovered  returning  from 
their  excursion,  and  Church,  concealing  himself  and 
his  little  band,  escaped  that  destruction  which  would 
probably  have  been  his  fate  had  he  been  discovered 
and  forced  into  a  contest. 

Cliurch  now  took  his  prisoners  from  the  island  and 
proceeded  to  Mattapoisott.  There  he  halted  and  sent 
a  messenger  to  the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous,  the 
ruins  of  John  Cook's  house  at  Accushena,  to  ascertain 
the  fate  of  his  band  of  Indian  allies.  Here  the  sin- 
gular fact  was  ascertained  that  this  party  had  killed 
or  captured  the  same  number  (sixty-six)  that  had 
met  with  the  same  fate  from  the  company  under 
Church's  immediate  command.  The  Indians  joined 
their  commander  and  his  party  at  Mattapoisett,  from 
whence  the  whole  body  with  their  captives  proceeded 
to  Plymouth.  Of  the  subsequent  events  of  Philip's 
war  we  have  no  occasion  to  speak.  Philip,  broken- 
hearted by  the  captivity  of  his  wife  and  son,  fled  be- 
fore the  foe  who  was  bent  upon  his  destruction,  and, 
surrounded  in  a  swamp  near  his  residence,  was  shot 
through  the  heart  by  an  English  soldier.  This  put 
an  end  to  the  conflict.  Prisoners  continued  to  be 
taken,  and  when  they  had  all  been  disposed,  either 
by  being  hung  or  shipped  to  Bermuda,  the  rulers  and 
the  fighting  men  rested  from  their  labors,  and  the 
people  of  the  land  had  peace. 

A  portion  of  the  town  of  Rochester,  described  as  ex- 
tending from  the  westernmost  side  of  Sippican  River 
and  southwestwards  to  Dartmouth  bounds,  was  as- 
signed for  the  residence  of  the  Indians  who  had  not 
been  engaged  in  hostilities  against  the  colony.  They 
were  deprived  of  the  right  to  bear  arms,  and  strictly 
charged  to  confine  themselves  to  the  prescribed 
bounds  of  the  territory  which  the  clemency  of  the 
conquerors  had  assigned  them  for  a  habitation.  After 
this  time  we  have  but  little  about  the  Indians.  Their 
numbers  rapidly  decreased,  and  aft«r  the  lapse  of  a 
few  years  only  here  and  there  a  solitary  individual 
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remained  to  tell  the  story  of  the  good  Maatasoit,  and 
the  brave  but  unfortunate  Metacom. 

Sarah  Obadiah,  an  Indian  woman  with  a  moat  un- 
Indian-like  name,  waa  the  laat  of  the  race  who,  upon 
the  old  territory  of  Dartmouth,  lived  after  the  primi- 
tive manner  of  her  fathers.  The  costume  of  course 
was  abandoned,  but  in  a  wigwam  situated  near  the 
stone  ship  upon  the  rock,  a  spot  in  the  south  part  of 
a  village  well  known  to  most  of  the  inhabitants,  lived 
the  last  of  the  Dartmouth  Indians.  This  was  a  fa- 
vorite locality  of  the  Indians,  and  doubtless  has  been 
one  of  their  much-loved  hunting-grounds. 


CHAPTER    VII. 

NEW    BEDFORD.— (a>n(iiitt«</.) 

Peraacatlon  of  the  Qoakera— **  Pr«MDt«d**  for  Noo-atteiuUDC*  at  Chiiroh 
— Yarioaa  RuIm  and  RegulaUona— Punlahroanta— Fine  fur  Atteuding 
Quaker  Meetlng^Artliur  Howland  flued  for  maklug  **  Motion  of  Mar- 
riage**—The  KeDiptoD*-Otber  Karly  8etUera~Tbe  Btuaellt— Pioneer 
Wlialing— Early  Local lona-Joaeph  Botch— laaao  Howland^Priva* 
teera—Ylew  of  the  Yillage  upon  the  Kre  of  Ite  DeetmoUon  by  the 
British. 

Among  the  orders  of  the  court  concerning  the 
Quakers  was  the  following : 

"  If  any  person  or  persons  called  Quakers,  or  other 
such  like  vagabonds,  shall  come  into  any  town  in  this 
government,  the  marshal  or  constable  shall  appre- 
hend him  or  them,  and  upon  examining,  so  appear- 
ing, he  shall  whip  them,  or  cause  them  to  be  whipped, 
with  rods  so  it  exceeds  not  fifteen  stripes,  and  to  give 
him  or  them  a  pass  to  depart  the  government,  and  if 
they  be  found  without  the  pass  and  not  acting  there- 
unto they  shall  be  punished  again  as  formerly ;  and 
in  case  the  constable  shall  be  unwilling  to  whip  them, 
and  cannot  find  any  one  to  do  it,  they  shall  bring 
them  to  Plymouth  to  the  under-marshal,  and  he 
shall  inflict  it." 

Another  regulation  says,  "Whereas,  by  order  of 
court,  all  free  men  of  this  corporation,  as  Quakers,  or 
such  as  encourage  them,  or  such  as  speak  contemptu- 
ously of  the  laws  thereof,  or  such  as  are  judged  by 
court  grossly  scandalous,  as  liars,  drunkards,  swearers, 
shall  lose  their  freedom  in  this  corporation." 

1661.  Ralph  Allen,  Sr.,  and  wife,  Qeorge  Allen 
and  wife,  and  William  Allen  are  presented  with 
others  for  not  attending  public  worship  according  to 
law.  Arthur  Howland,  for  not  attending  public  wor- 
ship. This  Arthur  seems  to  have  been  a  troublesome 
fellow  to  the  strict  Puritans  of  the  colony.  Ralph 
Allen  and  Richard  Kirby  are  fined  five  pounds,  or  to 
be  whipped,  for  vile  sketches  against  ordinances. 

1655.  Sarah  Kirby  sentenced  to  be  whipped  for 
divers  suspicious  speeches. 

1656,  Sunday.  Persons  for  meeting  at  the  house  of 
William  Allen  are  summoned  to  answer  for  the  mis- 
demeanor. 


1656.  Sarah  Kirby  whipped  for  disturbing  public 
worship. 

1657.  Arthur  Howland,  for  permitting  a  Quaker 
meeting  in  his  house,  and  for  inviting  such  as  were 
under  government,  children  and  others,  to  come  to 
said  meeting,  was  sentenced  by  the  court  to  find  se- 
curities for  his  good  behavior;  in  case  he  should 
refuse  he  is  fined  four  pounds.  He  refused  to  give 
bonds,  and  was  fined.  "  The  said  Arthur  Howland, 
for  resisting  the  constable  of  Marshfield  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  oflSce,  and  abusing  him  in  words  by 
threatening  speeches,  is  fined  five  pounds."  And 
again,  Arthur  Howland,  for  presenting  a  writing  in 
court,  which  said  writing,  on  the  reading  thereof,  ap- 
peared to  be  of  dangerous  consequences,  he  owning  it 
to  be  his  own,  and  for  making  known  the  said  writing 
to  others,  was  sentenced  by  court  to  find  securities  for 
his  good  behavior.  We  have  now  another  Howland 
upon  the  stage. 

1657.  "  Henry  Howland,  for  entertaining  a  meet- 
ing in  his  house,  contrary  to  order  of  Court,  is  fined 
ten  shillings."  And  still  another,  Loeth  Howland, 
"  for  speaking  opprobriously  of  the  miniMters  of  (lod's 
word,  is  sentenced  to  set  in  the  stocks  for  the  space  of 
an  hour  or  during  pleasure  of  Court,  which  was  per- 
formed and  so  released  paying  the  feey." 

1657.  Ralph  Allen,  Jr.,  and  William  Allen  being 
summoned,  appeared  to  answer  for  a  tumultuous  car- 
riage at  a  meeting  of  the  Quakers  at  Sandwich ;  their 
being  admonished  in  that  respect  were  cleared,  not- 
withstanding irreverently  carrying  themselves  before 
the  court,  coming  in  before  them  with  their  hats  on, 
were  fined  twenty  shillings  apiece. 

Here  is  the  case  of  the  whipping  and  fining  before 
spoken  of, — 

1658.  H.  Norton  and  John  Rouse  were  sentenced 
to  be  whipped  for  coming  into  the  jurisdiction  con- 
trary to  call.  The  sentence  was  executed.  "The 
same  day  performed,"  is  the  language  of  tlie  record, 
and  the  under-marshal  requiring  his  fees  they  re- 
fused to  pay  them,  and  they  were  again  returned  to 
prison  until  they  would  pay. 

1658.  William  Allen  is  fined  forty  shillings  for  en- 
tertaining Quaker  meeting.  About  this  time  there 
was  a  part  added— demanded,  as  says  the  record — 
because,  among  other  things,  "  of  the  letting  loose  as 
a  scourge  upon  us  those  gangrene-like  doctrines  and 
persons  called  Quakers." 

1659.  We  now  find  upon  the  records  the  follow- 
ing: "  The  Court  taking  notice  of  sundry  scandalous 
falsehoods  in  a  letter  of  Isaac  Robinson's  tending 
greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  this  government  and  in- 
couragement  of  those  commonly  called  Quakers,  and 
thereby  liable  according  to  law  to  disenfranchise- 
ment,  yet  we  at  present  forbear  the  sentence  until 
further  inquiry." 

1660.  Daniel  Butler  for  rescuing  a  strimgo  Quaker 
was  sentenced  to  be  whipped.  Joseph  Allen  fined  ten 
shillings  for  attending  a  Quaker  meeting.     Here  we 


NEW  BEDFORD. 


53 


haTe  some  wholesale  operations, — twenty-five  persons 
were  fined  ten  shillings  each  for  attending  Quaker 
meeting,  and  among  them  were  Joseph,  Dcnjamin, 
William,  and  Matthew  Allen,  Richard  Kirby  and 
Richard  Kirby  (2d),  and  Daniel  and  Obadiah  Butler. 

1661.  The  obstinate  Rowlands  are  again  intro- 
duced. Henry  Howland  for  entertaining  a  Quaker 
meeting  in  his  house  is  twice  fined  four  pounds.  Loeth 
Howland  breaks  the  Sabbath  and  is  fined  ten  shil- 
lings. 

1662.  Another  Howland  Sabbath-breaker.  '  Sam- 
uel Howland,  having  no  meal  in  the  house,  went  to 
the  mill  and  took  home  his  grist  Fined  ten  shill- 
ings, or  the  whip. 

1664.  Arthur  Howland  is  again  in  difficulty.  But 
it  Is  not  for  new  heresy  of  opinion  that  he  is  brought 
before  the  magnates  of  the  land.  The  following  is 
the  record:  "Arthur  Howland,  for  inveighling 
Mistress  Elizabeth  Prince  and  making  motion  of 
marriage  to  her,  and  prosecuting  the  same  contrary 
to  her  parents'  liking  and  without  their  consent  and 
directly  contrary  to  their  mind  and  will,  was  sen- 
tenced to  pay  a  fine  of  five  pounds,  and  to  find  secur- 
ities for  his  good  behavior,  and  in  special  that  he 
desist  from  the  use  of  any  means  to  obtain  or  retain 
her  affections  as  aforesaid."  He  paid  his  fine,  a  pretty 
heavy  one  for  those  days,  and  gave  the  bonds  required 
by  the  sentence  of  the  court.  "  Arthur  Howland 
acknowledges  to  owe  unto  our  sovereign  lord  the 
king  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars;  John  Duncan,  the 
sum  of  twenty-five  dollars;  Timothy  Williams,  the 
sum  of  twenty-five  dollars.  The  condition  that 
whereas  the  said  Arthur  Howland  hath  disorderly 
and  unrighteously  endeavored  to  obtain  the  aflections 
of  Mistress  Elizabeth  Prince,  against  the  mind  and 
will  of  her  parents.  If,  therefore,  the  said  Arthur 
Howland  shall  for  the  future  refrain  and  desist  from 
the  use  of  any  means  to  obtain  or  retain  her  affections 
as  aforesaid,  and  appear  at  the  court  of  His  Majesty, 
to  be  holdcn  at  Plymouth  the  first  Tuesday  in  July 
next,  and  In  the  mean  time  be  of  good  behavior  to- 
wards our  sovereign  lord  the  king  and  all  his  liege 
people,  and  not  depart  the  said  court  without  license, 
that  then,  etc." 

The  next  year  we  find  him  again  before  the  court, 
and  again  coming  under  a  solemn  agreement  no  fur- 
ther to  offcntl  in  the  premises. 

Early  in  the  history  of  the  colony  we  find  the  name 
of  Kempton.  Manasseh  and  Julia  Kempton  are 
entered  upon  the  records  as  sharing  in  the  allotment 
of  the  cattle  in  1627.  These  were  the  ancestors  of 
the  present  Kemptons,  and  the  name  of  Manasseh 
Kempton  is  included  among  the  proprietors  of  the 
town  of  Dartmouth  in  the  confirmatory  deeds  from 
Governor  Bradford  in  the  year  1694.  In  that  docu- 
ment are  the  names  of  all  the  families  mentioned, 
and  many  others  which  always  have  been  and  still 
are  the  mrmt  common  in  this  vicinity, — John  RuHsell, 
Manasseh     Kempton,     Benjamin    Howland,    John 


Spooner,  Arthur  Hathaway,  Samuel  Allen,  Joseph 
Tripp,  William  Shearman,  Joseph  Taber,  Seth  Pope, 
and  Jonathan  Delano.  Peleg  Slocnm  and  Abraham 
Tucker  are  names  which  in  the  four  towns  of  West- 
port,  Dartmouth,  New  Bedford,  and  Fairhaven  are 
familiar  to  all  the  inhabitants. 

In  the  first  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  we  find 
the  Russell  family  upon  the  soil  of  New  Bedford, 
At  what  time  he  came  is  not  known,  but  it  was  pre- 
vious to  the  year  1711,  when  the  Allen  and  Kemp« 
ton  families,  which  at  the  opening  of  what  we  may 
call  the  local  history  of  New  Bedford,  shared  with  the 
Russells  a  large  part  of  the  town  and  all  the  territory 
of  the  village. 

History  is  almost  silent  respecting  the  afiairs  of 
Dartmouth  from  the  date  of  Oovernor  Bradford's  ad- 
ministration to  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  the 
Revolution. 

About  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  a  large 
portion  of  the  lands  now  occupied  by  the  village  of 
New  Bedford  was  in  the  possession  of  two  families, 
the  Russells  on  the  south  and  the  Kemptons  on  the 
north.  To  Joseph  Russell,  son  of  the  first  settler 
John,  and  to  ManasseU  Kempton,  Her  Majesty's 
(Queen  Anne)  justices  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  for  the 
county  of  Bristol  gave  confirmatory  deeds  of  their  re- 
spective estates  dated  May  25,  1714.  Russell  was 
bounded  by  a  line  near  Clarke's  Cove  on  the  south, 
and  Kempton  by  a  line  near  Smith  Street;  the  divi- 
ding line  was  between  William  and  Elm  Streets.-  The 
occupants  of  the  territory  north  and  south  of  these 
boundaries  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain.  Subse- 
quently we  find  the  Aliens  holding  the  land  from  the 
cove,  the  southern  boundary  of  Russell,  to  the  ex- 
tremity of  Clarke's  Point,  and  the  Willis  family  join- 
ing the  Kempton  on  the  north.  Beyond  this  were 
found  the  Peckhams  and  Hathaways.  The  inhabit- 
ants were  all  farmers  with  the  exception  of  the  Rus- 
sells. 

Joseph  Russell,  son  of  Joseph  Russell,  Sr.,  and 
grandfather  of  the  present  generation,  early  embarked 
in  the  whaling  business.  His  ships  of  forty  or  fifty 
tons  went  as  far  as  our  Southern  coast  on  their  voy- 
ages of  six  weeks'  duration.  At  the  same  time,  1751, 
there  were  several  vessels  engaged  in  the  same  pur- 
suit from  the  Apongansett  River.  Daniel  Wood,  a 
name  not  unfamiliar  to  the  New  Bedford  people  In 
connection  with  whaling  operations,  was  at  that  time 
the  owner  of  some  small  vessels  in  the  business,  and 
at  that  period  the  Acushnet  had  to  give  precedence 
to  the  Aponegansett  as  far  as  whaling  was  concerned. 
At  that  period  a  little  wharf  extending  from  the  shore 
near  the  foot  of  what  is  now  known  as  Centre  Street, 
and  a  shed-like  erection  which  was  used  for  trying 
the  blubber  brought  in  by  the  little  craft  in  their  six 
weeks'  excursion  upon  the  "  summer  sea,"  were  all 
the  indicntintis  of  commercial  operations  which  our 
territory  exhibited.  That  little  shed  was  the  only 
building  in  what  we  now  denominate  the  village  that 
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was  then  standing  except  the  farm-houses  of  tlie 
Aliens,  ^he  Russells,  the  Kemptons,  and  the  Willis, 
which  were  all  situated  upon  the  county  road.  From 
this  house,  which  from  its  elevated  situation  on  the 
county  road  overlooked  the  forest  which  covered  the 
whole  intervening  space  between  the  road  and  the 
shore,  the  first  of  the  Bedford  whaling  merchants 
could  take  an  extensive  view  of  the  waters  of  the  bay 
and  the  river,  and  when,  shooting  in  by  Hap's  Hill, 
he  discovered  his  sloop  pointing  her  bows  towards  the 
harbor,  he  could  be  seen  wending  his  way  towards 
the  little  wharf  over  the  cart-path,  which  was  then 
the  only  way  of  reaching  the  water.  The  blubber 
landed,  the  thick  column  of  smoke  which  rose  above 
the  street  which  skirted  the  shore  gave  notice  to  the 
inhabitants  on  the  heights  that  one  of  Joseph  Rus- 
sell's whalemen  had  arrived  from  a  successful  voyage. 

All  the  purchasers  of  land  from  Joseph  Russell  pre- 
I  vious  to  the  year  ll64  were  mechanics.  John  Louden, 
a  ship-carpenter,  nought  the  first  lot  disposed  of  by 
Mr.  Russell  from  his  homestead.  This  was  in  the 
year  1760.  The  next  year  he  built  a  house,  which 
was  situated  a  few  rods  south  of  the  four  corners,  and 
his  ship-yard  was  on  the  eiyst  side  of  the  way.  Un- 
fortunately for  him,  and  unfortunately  for  his  descend- 
ants, he  choose  an  easier  mode  of  life  and  converted 
his  dwelling  into  a  tavern.  He  was  the  Boniface  of 
the  village  when  it  was  visited  by  the  British ;  his 
house  was  burnt,  and  he  returned  to  his  native  town 
of  Pembroke. 

The  same  year  another  mechanic  followed  Louden. 
He  had  formerly  been  a  dweller  upon  the  soil,  prob- 
ably in  the  north  part  of  the  Dartmouth  settlement, 
but  had  been  to  Nantucket,  and  had  there  been  initi- 
ated, in  the  language  of  the  indenture,  "  into  the  art, 
trade,  and  mystery  of  building  whale-boats,"  His 
name  was  Benjamin  Taber,  and  was  beloved  by  all 
who  knew  him  as  a  worthy  and  venerable  member  and 
elder  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  a  most  upright  and 
valuable  citizen.  Many  of  his  descendants  are  still 
here.  The  young  boat-builder  from  Nantucket  took 
the  old  house  by  the  river-side  and  moved  it  up  the 
hill. 

It  was  the  far-seeing  policy  of  Mr.  Russell  to  en« 
courage  such  men  to  settle  upon  his  territory,  and 
accordingly  we  find  the  next  settler  to  be  a  mechanic. 
He  was  a  carpenter  by  the  name  of  John  Allen,  and  pur- 
chased a  lot  on  the  south  side  of  what  was  formerly 
called  Prospect  Street.  It  was  the  corner  of  Union 
and  Water  Streets,  extending  from  the  last-named 
street  to  the  water,  and  included  the  site  now  and  for 
many  years  past  occupied  by  the  tavern.  Qideon 
Mosher,  another  mechanic,  purchased  opposite  to  him 
on  the  north,  his  land  being  that  which  extends  from 
the  "  shop  of  the  apothecary  to  the  shore."  This  he 
afterwards  sold  to  Benjamin  Taber,  next  north  of 
Louden.  Elmethan  Sampson,  a  blacksmith,  made  a 
purchase,  and  gave  for  a  lot  eight  rods  in  length  and 
^four  rods  wide  the  sum  of  six  pounds  thirteen  shillings 


and  four  pence  lawful  currency.  Thus  was  the  infant 
settlement  begun  by  industrious  and  enterprising  me- 
chanics. North  and  east  the  lot  of  Sampsbn  was 
bounded  by  ways  left  for  streets. 

An  important  event  now  took  place  in  the  history 
of  the  new  settlement  This  was  the  arrival  among 
the  settlers  of  Joseph  Rotch,  and  he  in  one  sense  fur- 
nbhed  no  exception  to  the  class  who  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  this  thriving  community.  He  had  been  a 
mechanic,  and  animated  by  a  spirit  of  adventure  he 
lefl  his  residence  in  one  of  the  inland  towns  of  Mas- 
sachusetts while  yet  a  minor,  passed  through  the 
Dartmouth  territory,  and  took  up  his  abode  at 
Nantucket.  Engaging  with  characteristic  zeal  and 
energy  in  that  pursuit  to  which  the  people  of  the 
island,  and  in  which,  before  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, they  outstripped  every  other  community  in  the 
world,  he  soon  saw  the  many  disadvantages  under 
which  the  operations  of  business  was  carried  on  from 
that  place.  An  examination  of  tlie  neighboring  har- 
bors satisfied  him  of  the  superiority  of  the  settlement 
at  Bedford,  and  in  the  year  1^66  he  transferred  his 
business  from  Nantucket  to  the  banks  of  the  Acush- 
net.  Having  obtained  a  "  local  habitation"  he  gave 
the  new  settlement  a  name.  It  had  arrived  at  a  de- 
gree of  importance  which  entitled  it  to  a  distinctive 
appellation,  and  out  of  compliment  to  the  original 
proprietor  he  called  the  new  village  Bedford. 

To  understand  in  what  way  this  could  be  construed 
into  a  compliment  to  the  Russells  the  fact  must  be 
known  that  the  family  name  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford 
was  Russell.  Had  he  called  the  rising  village  Rus- 
sell it  would  have  doubtless  been  more  grateful,  as  it 
would  have  been  more  just,  and  the  associations 
which  are  connected  with  the  historical  recollections 
of  the  name  of  Russell  are  not  dependent  for  their 
interest  upon  the  title  at  that  time  borne  by  that 
branch  of  the  nobility  of  England. 

•  Joseph  Rotch  made  a  large  purchase  of  land  of  his 
Russell  namesake.  One  lot  comprised  ten  acres  of 
what  is  now  and  always  has  been  a  portion  of  the 
most  valuable  real  estate  of  the  town.  Ho  built  the 
house  immediately  north  of  the  apothecary-shop,  at 
the  corner  of  Bethel  Court  and  Union  Street,  and 
another  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  a  house  owned 
by  William  Rotch,  Jr.,  nearly  opposite  the  Merchants' 
Bank.  The  last-named  house  was  among  those  burnt 
by  the  British.  W.  Rotch  engaged  largely  in  the 
whaling  business,  and  under  the  inliuence  which  his 
capital  and  enterprise  gave  to  the  operations  of  the 
town  it  rapidly  grew  in  population  and  importance. 
But  these  bright  prospects  were  soon  overcast. 

The  war  of  the  Revolution  found  the  infant  settle- 
ment with  their  vessels  upon  the  ocean  and  their 
business  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  the  naval  superiority 
of  the  mother- country.  Joseph  Rotch  returned  to 
Nantucket,  and  with  the  commencement  of  the  con- 
test for  independence  all  the  business  operations  of 
the  community  were  brought  to  an  end.    At  this  time 
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the  number  of  inhabitanta  had  increased,  and  their 
dwell! ng-honftC9  and  places  of  business  covered  an 
extent  of  territory  which  gave  the  town  the  appear- 
ance of  thrift  and  opulence.  Besides  the  stores  of  the 
merchants  and  traders  and  the  work-shops  of  the 
mechanics,  a  "  rope-walk"  had  been  established  in 
the  south  part  of  the  town,  a  distillery  occupied  a 
site  near  the  Louden  ship-yard,  upon  the  lot  now 
covered  by  the  stone  buildings  of  Howland  &  Co., 
and  a  spermaceti  establishment,  whose  operations 
were  as  carefully  guarded  from  the  eye  of  the  multi- 
tude, and  were  under  the  immediate  care  of  Chaffee, 
who  had  been  sent  from  Boston  to  carry  on  the  mys- 
terious movement,  was  situated  on  a  lane  which  is 
now  known  as  Centre  Street.  Another  important  ac- 
cession of  capital  and  business  qualities  had  been 
made  by  the  coming  to  the  settlement  of  Isaac  How- 
land,  who,  moving  here  from  Newport,  brought  with 
him  the  means  and  the  enterprise  so  much  needed  in 
every  new  undertaking.  His  house  was  situated  on 
Union  Street,  and  when  erected  was  by  far  the  most 
elegant  and  costly  which  had  been  built  in  the  town. 
It  occupied  the  land  now  taken  for  Cheapside,  fronting 
on  Union  Street.  It  was  built  of  brick  and  was  three 
stories  high.  W.  Howland  was  the  proprietor  of  the 
distillery.  John  Howland,  one  of  the  Dartmouth 
settlers,  moved  to  this  place  as  early  as  1665. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  New  Bedford  when  the 
opening  of  the  drama  of  the  Revolution  cut  them  off 
from  that  field  of  operations — the  ocean — upon  which 
they  so  exclusively  depended  for  support.  The  stories 
which  come  to  us  of  the  destitution  which  fell  to  the 
lot  of  many  of  the  fathers  of  this  community  almost 
surpass  belief.  Thus  ruined  in  business,  and  without 
the  means  of  a  comfortable  subsistence,  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  village  could  do  nothing  but  quietly 
await  the  course  of  events.  As  they  were  mostly 
Quakers,  they  could  not,  consistently  with  the  peace- 
able tradition  of  the  sect,  enter  into  the  contest  either 
in  person  or  in  feeling,  and  in  that  way  to  some  ex- 
tent neutralize  those  uncomfortable  reflections  which 
the  loss  of  property  and  the  breaking  up  of  their  hon- 
est and  wealth-conferring  industry  was  calculated  to 
produce.  But  whatever  may  have  been  the  result  to 
the  personal  operations  of  the  merchants  and  me- 
chanics of  the  town,  it  was  soon  evident  that  the 
appearance  of  activity  and  bustle  in  the  harbor  was 
destined  to  be  greatly  increased. 

The  facility  with  which  this  harbor  could  be  ap- 
proached soon  attracted  hither  a  large  number  of  the 
AmericAn  privateers,  and  in  a  short  time  the  waters 
of  the  Acushnet  were  covered  with  these  crafts,  whose 
appearance  at  that  time,  as  it  did  during  the  second 
contest  with  Great  Britain,  gave  such  grievous  offense 
to  peaceably-disposed  followers  of  George  Fox,  who 
made  up  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  prizes,  too,  of  these  vessels  were  continually 
sent  to  this  port,  as  well  as  many  captured  by  the 
American  and  French  vessels  of  war,  and  while  the 


Acushnet  was  covered  with  craft  of  this,  description, 
the  store-houses  and  dwelling-houses,  and  even  the 
barns  and  rope- walks,  were  filled  with  the  Taluable 
cargoes  which  had  been  discharged  from  them.  Bum, 
gin,  brandy,  and  wine,  hemp  and  sail-cloth,  dry- 
goods  and  sugars,  the  produce  of  every  soil  was 
crammed  into  every  vacant  room  which  could  be 
found  in  the  village.  Purchasers  and  consignees, 
owners  of  privateers  and  merchants  from  all  quarters 
were  mingled  with  the  officers  and  crews  of  both  the 
captured  and  capturing  vessels,  so  that  the  streets  of 
the  village  and  the  house  of  entertainment  kept  by 
Louden  presented  a  sight  as  novel  as  it  was  disagree* 
able  to  the  peace-loving  citizens.  Such  was  the  con- 
dition of  things  when,  on  the  5th  day  of  September, 
1778,  it  was  rumored  that  a  British  fleet  had  been  seen 
directing  its  course  towards  the  Acushnet. 
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On  the  5th  of  September,  1778,  a  hostile  British 
fleet  landed  upon  these  sliores,  destroyed  the  shipping, 
and  burned  the  town. 

The  British  acted  in  the  matter,  there  is  no  doubt, 
from  motives  of  retaliation  and  punishment,  rather 
than  for  purposes  of  plunder.  The  same  expedi- 
tion afterward  proceeded  to  Martha's  Vineyard  and 
carried  ofl*  large  numbers  of  cattle,  with  a  consider- 
able sum  of  money,  but  there  is  no  account  of  any 
property  being  carried  away  from  Bedford,  as  the  vil- 
lage was  then  called.  Our  harbor  had  f|X)m  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  been  noted  as  a  rendezvous  for 
privateers,  and  the  damage  inflicted  upon  English 
commerce  by  the  whalemen  of  Dartmouth  had  ex- 
cited'the  deepest  resentment.  As  early  as  May,  1775, 
but  a  few  weeks  after  the  battle  of  Lexington,  the 
British  cruiser  "Falcon"  had  captured  in  the  bay 
three  vessels  belonging  to  Sandwich.  A  schooner 
was  fitted  out  from  here  under  the  command  of  Capt. 
Egery,  which  recaptured  two  of  these  vessels  with 
fifteen  British  officers  and  sailors.  The  privateer 
"  Providence,"  whose  name  is  associated  with  many 
brilliant  naval  achievements,  had  her  rendezvous 
here.  She  was  a  sloop  of  about  ninety  tons,  and  at 
one  time,  it  is  said,  she  was  under  the  command  of 
John  Paul  Jones.    Her  most  famous  exploit,  under 
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Capt.  Hacker,  was  with  His  Migesty's  brig  "Dili- 
gence,"-of  eighteen  guns,  which  she  captured  and 
brought  into  our  harbor  after  a  most  determined  and 
bloody  engagement. 

Maj.-Gton.  Grey,  under  orders  from  Sir  Henry  Clin* 
ton,  at  New  York,  arrived  in  the  bay  and  anchored 
off  Clarke's  Point  abou^  noon  of  Saturday,  Sept  6, 
1778,  with  two  frigates,  a  brig-of-war,  and  some  thirty- 
six  transports,  with  about  five  thousand  men.  The 
main  body  of  troops  was  landed  on  the  shore  of  Clarke's 
Cove  that  afternoon,  and  marched  in  the  course  of  the 
night  past  the  Head  of  the  River,  and  passing  on  a 
road  east  of  the  village  of  Fairhaven  direct  to  Scon- 
ticut  Neck,  the  troops  re-embarked  and  were  all  on 
board  the  fleet  again  before  Sunday  noon,  the  6th. 
On  the  march  a  detachment  turned  to  the  eastward 
from  County  down  Union  Street,  which  when  first 
laid  out  was  called  King  Street,  and  burned  the  stores 
and  many  other  buildings  near  the  foot  of  the  street, 
and  the  shipping  at  the  wharves.  A  good  many  of 
the  vesseb  destroyed  were  prizes,  and  large  amounts 
of  prize  goods  were  burned.  Another  party  pro- 
ceeded to  Mcpherson's  wharf,  at  Belleville,  and  de- 
stroyed the  shipping  there.  There  was  a  fort  where 
Fort  Phoonix  now  s^nds,  and  the  garrison  spiked  the 
guns  and  retreated,  and  the  fort  was  blown  up  by  the 
British.  The  next  night  a  party  landed  at  Fairhaven, 
and  was  driven  off  by  the  troops  who  had  collected 
under  command  of  Maj.  Israel  Fearing. 

We  give  a  number  of  accounts  of  the  raid  by  eye- 
witnesses, commencing  with  the  report  made  to  his 
commanding  officer,  Gen.  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  by 
Gen.  Charles  Grey : 

"Sir, — In  the  evening  of  the  4th  inst.  the  fleet, 
with  the  detachment  under  my  command,  sailed 
from  New  London,  and  stood  to  the  eastward  with  a 
very  favorable  wind.  We  were  only  retarded  in  the 
run  from  thence  to  Buzzard's  Bay  by  the  altering 
our  course  for  some  hours  in  the  night,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  discovery  of  a  strange  fleet,  which 
was  not  known  to  be  Lord  Howe's  until  morn- 
ing. By  flve  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  5th  the 
ships  were  at  anchor  in  Clarke's  Cove,  and  the  boats 
having  been  previously  hoisted  out,  the  debarkation 
of  the  troops  took  place  immediately.  I  proceeded 
without  loss  of  time  to  destroy  the  vessels  and  stores 
in  the  whole  extent  of  Acushnet  River  (about  six 
miles),  particularly  at  Bedford  and  Fairhaven ;  and 
having  dismantled  and  burnt  a  fort  on  the  east  side 
of  the  river  mounting  eleven  pieces  of  heavy  cannon, 
with  a  magazine  and  barracks,  completed  the  re-em- 
barkation before  noon  the  next  day.  I  refer  your 
Excellency  to  the  annexed  return  for  the  enemy's 
losses,  as  far  as  we  were  able  to  ascertain  them,  and 
for  our  own  casualties. 

."The  wind  did  not  admit  of  any  further  movement 
of  the  fleet  the  6th  and  7th  than  hauling  a  little  dis- 
tance from  the  shore.  Advantage  was  taken  of  this 
circumstance  to  burn  a  large  privateer  ship  on  the 


stocks,  and  to  send  a  small  armament  of  boats,  with 
two  galleys,  to  destroy  two  or  three  vessels  which, 
being  in  the  stream,  the  troops  had  not  been -able  to 
set  flre  to. 

"  From  the  difficulties  in  passing  out  of  Buzzard's 
Bay  into  the  Vineyard  Sound,  through  Quickse's 
Hole,  from  head  winds,  the  fleet  did  not  reach 
Holmes'  Hole  Harbor,  in  the  island  of  Martha's 
Vineyard,  until  the  10th.  The  transports,  with  the 
light  infantry,  grenadiers,  and  Thirty-third  Regiment, 
were  anchored  without  the  harbor,  as  I  had  at  that 
time  a  service  in  view  for  those  corps  while  the  busi- 
ness of  collecting  cattle  should  be  carrying  on  upon 
the  island.  I  was  obliged  by  contrary  winds  to  relin- 
quish my  design. 

**  On  our  arrival  off  the  harbor  the  inhabitants  sent 
persons  on  board  to  ask  my  intentions  with  respect  to 
them,  to  whom  a  requisition  was  made  of  the  arms  of 
the  militia,  the  public  money,  three  hundred  oxen, 
and  ten  thousand  sheep.  They  promised  each  of 
these  articles  should  be  delivered  without  delay.  I 
afterwards  found  it  necessary  to  send  small  detach- 
ments into  the  island  and  detain  the  deputed  inhab- 
itants for  a  time  in  order  to  accelerate  their  com- 
pliance with  the  demand. 

"The  12th  I  was  able  to  embark  on  board  the  ves- 
sels, which  arrived  that  day  from  Rhode  Island,  six 
thousand  sheep  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  oxen. 

"  The  13th  and  14th  were  employed  in  embarking 
cattle  and  sheep  on  board  our  own  fleet,  in  destroy- 
ing some  salt-works,  in  burning  or  taking  in  the  inlets 
what  vessels  and  boats  could  be  found,  and  in  re- 
ceiving the  arms  of  the  militia.  I  here  again  refer 
your  Excellency  to  returns. 

"  On  the  16th  the  fleet  left  Martha's  Vineyard,  and 
after  sustaining,  the  next  day,  a  very  severe  gale  of 
wind,  arrived  the  17th  at  Whitestone  without  any 
material  damage. 

**  1  hold  myself  much  obliged  to  the  commanding 
officers  of  corps  and  to  the  troops  in  general  for  the 
alacrity  with  which  every  service  was  performed. 
"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

"Charles  Grey,  M.O." 

"  Return  of  killed,  wounded,  and  mining  of  the  detach" 
ment  under  the  command  of  MaJ,Oen,'Orey. 

"  Ist  battalion  of  light  infantry — 1  wounded,  8  miss- 
ing. 

"  Ist  battalion  grenadiers — 1  killed,  1  wounded,  8 
missing. 

"33d  regiment— 1  missing. 

*'  42d  regiment — 1  wounded,  8  missing. 

"  46th  regiment — 1  missing. 

"64th  regiment — I  wounded. 

"Total — 1  killed,  4  wounded,  16  missing. 

"The  enemy's  loss,  which  came  to  our  knowledge, 
was  an  officer  and  3  men  killed  by  the  advanced  par- 
ties of  light  infantry,  who,  on  receiving  a  flre  from 
the  inclosures,  rushed  on  with  their  bayonets.    Six- 
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teen  were  brought  prisoners  from  Bedford,  to  exchange 
for  thftt  nnmber  missing  from  the  troops. 

•'Charmm  Grey,  3f.(7." 

"Eefum  of  vesaeh  and  Bfjores  destroyed  on  Acushnet 
River  the  6th  of  September,  1778. 

''  8  sail  of  large  vessels,  from  200  to  300  tons,  most 
of  them  prizes. 

"  6  armed  vessels,  carrying  from  10  to  16  guns. 

"  A  number  of  sloops  and  schooners  of  inferior  size, 
amounting  in  all  to  70,  besides  whale-boats  and 
others ;  amongst  the  prizes  were  three  taken  by  Count 
D'Estaing's  fleet. 

"  26  store-houses  at  Bedford,  several  at  McPherson's 
wharf,  Crane's  Mills,  and  Fairhaven ;  these  were  filled 
with  very  great  quantities  of  rum,  sugar,  molasses, 
coffee,  tobacco,  cotton,  tea,  medicines,  gunpowder, 
sail-cloth,  cordage,  etc. 

"Two  rope- walks. 

**At  FaltnoiUhf  in  Hie  Vineyard  Sound,  tlie  lO^A  oj  Sep- 
tember, 1778. 

"  2  sloops  and  one  schooner  taken  by  the  galleys,  1 
loaded  with  staves. 
"  1  sloop  burnt. 

'*In  Old  Town  Harbor,  Martha^B  Vineyard, 

"  1  brig  of  150  tons  burthen,  burnt  by  the  'Scor- 
pion.' 
"  1  schooner  of  70  tons  burthen,  burnt  by  ditto. 
"  28  whale-boats  taken  or  destroved. 
"  A  quantity  of  plank  taken. 

**At  Holmes*  Hole,  Martha* s  Vineyard, 

"4  vessels,  with  several  boats,  taken  or  destroyed. 
"  A  salt-work  destroyed,  and  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  salt  taken. 

"Arms  taken  at  Martha* s  Vineyard, 

*'  338  stand,  with  bayonets,  pouches,  etc.,  some  pow- 
der, and  a  quantity  of  lead,  as  by  artillery  return. 

**At  the  battery  near  Fairhaven,  and  on  Clarke^s  Point, 

"13  pieces  of  ordnance  destroyed,  the  magazine 
blown  up,  and  the  platforms,  etc.,  and  barracks  for 
200  men  burnt. 

"  £1000  stcrl.  in  paper,  the  amount  of  a  tax  col- 
lected by  authority  of  the  Congress,  was  received  at 
Martha's  Vineyard  from  the  collector. 

"  Cattle  and  sheep  taken  from  Martha's  Vineyard. 

"  300  oxen.    10,000  sheep. 

"  Charles  Grey,  M,  (?." 

**Itetum  of  ammunition,  arms,  ami  accoutrements,  etc,, 
which  were  brouglU  in  by  the  militia  on  the  island  of 
Martha's  Vineyard  agreeable  to  Majr  Gen,  Orey*s  order, 
receivetl  at  Holmes*  Cove,  Sept,  12,  13,  and  14,  1778. 

"  Tisbury — 132  forelocks,  16  bayonets,  44  cartridge- 
boxes  or  pouches,  1 1  swords  or  hangers,  22  powder- 
horns. 


"Chilmark— 2  halbuts,  127  firelocks,  20  bayonets, 
30  cartridge-boxes  or  pouches,  12  swords  or  hangers, 
40  powder-horns,  2  pistols,  1  drum. 

"  Old  Town— 129  firelocks,  14  bayonets,  3  cartridge- 
boxes,  2  swords  or  hangers,  9  powder-horns,  2  pistols. 

"Total— 2  halbute,388  firelocks,  49  bayonets,  77 
cartridge-boxes  or  pouches,  25  swords  or  hangers,  71 
powder-horns,  4  pistols,  1  drum. 

"  N.  B. — I  barrel,  I  half-barrel  and  quarter-barrel 
of  powder,  a  great  number  of  lead-shot  or  balls  of 
different  sizes  in  bags  and  boxes,  and  a  great  many 
flints.  David  Scott, 

"Hoyal  Beg.  of  ArlUlery." 

Account  by  Judge  Edward  Pope, — "  While  the  town 
was  in  this  flourishing  state  the  British  troops,  to  the 
amount  of  four  thousand,  landed  on  the  west  side  of 
Clarke's  Neck  and  at  Clarke's  Cove  on  Saturday  even* 
ing,  the  5th  of  September,  1778,  and  marched  round  to 
the  Head  of  the  River,  over  the  bridge,  and  down  the 
cast  side  into  Sconticut  Neck,  leaving  the  villages  of 
Fairhaven  and  Oxford  on  the  right,  burning  on  their 
way  houses,  mills,  barns,  etc.  They  encamped  on  Scon- 
ticut Neck  until  Monday,  and  then  re-embarked  on 
board  their  shipping.  The  succeeding  night  they 
attempted  to  land  a  large  number  of  troops  at  Fair- 
haven, in  order  to  burn  that  village;  but  being  dis- 
covered by  Maj.  Israel  Fearing  (now  brigadier-gen- 
eral), who  had  the  command  of  about  one  hundred 
or  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  determined  to  save 
the  place  if  possible,  or  lose  his  life  in  the  atttempt, 
and  placed  himself  and  men  behind  houses  and  stores 
near  where  he  supposed  they  would  land,  and  suffered 
theui  to  reach  the  shore  with  their  boats  before  a  mus- 
ket was  discharged,  and  they  were  then  in  great  num- 
bers beginning  to  land,  and  had  set  fire  to  two  or  three 
stdres  within  fifty  or  one  hundred  yards  of  Maj.  Fear- 
ing and  his  men,  who  then  fired  upon  them,  and  by 
the  screechings  and  track  of  blood  afterwards  discov- 
ered, supposed  many  were  killed  and  wounded.  They 
immediately  retreated  aboard  their  ships,  taking  their 
dead  and  wounded  with  them.  Thus,  by  the  bravery 
of  one  man,  that  village  was  preserved." 

Account  by  Elijah  Macomber. — "The  fort  below 
Fairhaven  village  was  garrisoned  at  the  time  by  Capt. 
Timothy  Ingraham,  Lieut.  Daniel  Foster,  and  thirty- 
six  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  making 
a  total  of  thirty-eight  men.  There  were  eleven  or 
twelve  pieces  of  cannon  mounted  in  the  fort  and  about 
twenty-five  casks  of  powder  in  the  magazine,  twenty 
casks  having  been  procured  a  few  days  previous  from 
the  commissary  store  in  Bedford,  which  was  kept  by 
Philip  and  Leonard  Jarvis,  brothers. 

"  About  one  o'clock  p.m.  Worth  Bates,  who  lived 
at  a  place  on  the  Bedford  side  called  McPherson's 
Wharf,  and  who  had  that  day  been  out  fishing, 
landed  at  the  fort  in  his  boat  and  informed  the  cap- 
tain that  a  British  fleet  was  in  the  bay  and  nearly  up 
with  the  point.  In  a  few  moments  they  made  their 
appearance  by  the  point.    The  larger  ships  sailed  up 
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the  river  and  anchored  off  abreast  the  fort.  About 
pne-half  or  more  of  the  smaller  vessels  anchored  off 
Clarke's  Point,  and  the  remainder  dropped  in  to  the 
east  of  the  larger  vessels  and  commenced  embarking 
troops  in  a  small  cove  a  short  distance  to  the  east  of 
the  fort,  behind  a  point  of  wood  and  nnder  cover  of 
the  guns  of  the  larger  vessels.  The  fleet  consisted  of 
thirty-six  sail.  Immediately  upon  discovering  them 
three  guns  were  fired  from  the  fort  to  alarm  the  conn- 
try,  and  a  dispatch  sent  to  Howland's  Ferry  for  rein- 
forcements. The  debarkation  of  the  British  troops 
commenced  about  two  o'clock,  both  to  the  eastward 
of  the  fort  and  at  Clarke's  Cove.  A  oompany  of  artil- 
lery from  Boston,  consisting  of  about  sixty  men, 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  (James)  Cushman,  was 
stationed  at  the  head  of  Clarke's  Cove,  which  upon  the 
landing  of  the  British  fell  back  and  retreated  to  the 
head  of  the  Acushnet  River.  (James)  Metcalf  was 
first  lieutenant  of  this  company,  and  was  shot  during 
the  night  at  Acushnet  village.  William  Gordon,  of 
this  town,  was  second  lieutenant  and  was  taken  pris- 
oner by  the  British,  but  made  his  escape  before  he 
arrived  at  the  Head  of  Acushnet.  The  troops  con- 
tinued to  debark  from  the  transports  lying  east  of  the 
fort  until  night,  but  neither  their  movements  nor  the 
motions  of  those  landed  at  the  cove  could  be  seen 
from  the  fort. 

"  Not  long  after  dark  the  detachment  from  the  cove 
commenced  the  work  of  destruction.  The  first  build- 
ings discovered  in  flames  were  the  rope-walks  of 
(owner  unknowp)  and  the  distillery  belonging  to 
Isaac  Howland,  father  of  the  late  Isaac  Howland,  Jr. 
Soon  after  all  the  stores,  warehouses,  some  barns  and 
dwelling-houses,  together  with  every  vessel  they  could 
get  at,  were  in  flames.  There  was  a  large  number  of 
vessels  in  the  harbor  at  the  time,  a  large  English  ship 
having  been  brought  in  a  prize  by  the  French  a  few 
days  previous  and  then  lying  at  Rotch's  wharf,  as  well 
as  several  others  a  short  time  before.  Every  vessel 
was  burnt,  excepting  those  lying  in  the  stream,  which 
they  could  not  get  at,  and  a  small  craft  somewhere  up 
the  river.  The  number  of  vessels  destroyed  was  sev- 
enty. Among  the  dwelling-houses  burnt  was  (Joseph) 
Rotch's  and  Isaac  Howland's. 

"A  little  before  nine  o'clock,  or  between  eight 
and  nine,  and  after  some  of  the  vessels  which  had 
been  set  on  fire  on  the  Bedford  side  had  drifted  down 
towards  the  fort,  the  detachment  which  landed  on  the 
east  side  advanced  upon  the  fort  from  the  eastward. 
Two  guns  were  fired  at  the  fleet,  and  after  spiking  the 
guns  the  garrison  retreated  to  the  north,  leaving  their 
colors  flying.  The  British,  supposing  the  fort  to  be 
still  garrisoned,  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  it  with  their 
artillery,  which  soon  ceased  upon  not  being  returned. 
The  garrison  were  at  this  time  ranged  along  a  low 
wall  a  short  distance  to  the  north  of  the  fort,  waiting 
to  discover  the  exact  position  of  the  enemy,  in  order 
to  make  their  retreat  successfully.  They  were  soon 
discovered  by  the  British,  who  fired  upon  them  and 


wounded  a  man  by  the  name  of  Robert  Croesman.  A 
ball  passed  through  one  wrist  and  across  the  other. 
A  hasty  retreat  was  then  commenced,  and  the  enemy 
not  knowing  the  exact  position  and  strength  of  the 
Americans,  did  not  make  a  vigorous  pursuit  The 
whole  garrison,  with  the  exception  of  the  wounded 
man  and  two  others,  John  Skiff  and  his  father,  who 
were  taken  prisoners,  succeeded  in  making  their  escape 
to  the  woods  at  some  little  distance  north  of  Fair- 
haven,  where  they  lay  through  the  night,  and  until 
the  British  had  passed  them  from  the  Head  of  the 
River.  Before  the  fort  was  evacuated,  a  train  of  pow- 
der was  placed  from  the  magazine  to  the  platform. 
The  British,  upon  entering,  after  destroying  the  ram- 
rods, sponges,  etc.,  applied  a  slow  match  to  the  maga- 
zine, which,  communicating  with  the  train  left  by  the 
garrison,  was  blown  up  sooner  than  was  intended,  de- 
stroying one  man, — at  least  the  fragments  of  whose 
gun,  cap,  and  accoutrements  were  afterwards  discov- 
ered near  by.  After  burning  the  barracks,  guard- 
house, etc.,  the  detachment  moved  north,  destroying 
vessels,  stores,  etc.,  and  formed  a  junction  with  the 
detachment  from  the  west  side  somewhere  towards 
the  Head  of  Acushnet,  after  which  they  marched 
down  towards  the  fort.  They  were  out  all  night.  The 
next  day  they  re-embarked  near  the  fort. 

"The  leading  platoons  of  the  detachment  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river  fired  upon  three  men,  who  were 
armed,  near  the  house  of  Joseph  Russell  (father  of 
Gilbert,  Abraham,  and  Humphrey),  two  of  whom  were 
shot  down.  These  men  were  Abraham  Russell,  about 
forty  years  of  age ;  Thomas  Cook,  a  young  man  who 
lived  with  him ;  and  Diah  Trafford,  about  twenty-three 
years  of  age.  The  British  advancing  rapidly  upon 
them  with  fixed  bayonets,  they  begged  for  quarter, 
which  was  refused.  Russell  was  killed  immediately, 
his  head  being  entirely  cut  to  pieces.  Cook  died  about 
daylight ;  his  bowels  were  ripped  open.  Trafford  was 
shot  through  the  leg  and  severely  wounded  in  the  ab- 
domen by  a  bayonet.  He  died  the  next  day  about 
ten  o'clock,  after  making  some  statements  relative  to 
the  death  of  his  companions.  They  were  all  carried 
into  Joseph  Russell's  house  in  the  morning. 

"The  prisoners  taken  stated,  when  they  were  re- 
leased, that  the  troops  which  landed  on  the  east  side 
were  delayed  some  hours,  in  consequence  of  their 
light-horse  and  artillery  becoming  entangled  in  a 
marsh  which  lay  at  the  head  of  tlie  cove  when  they 
landed.  This  accounts  for  their  delay  in  making  an 
attack  upon  the  fort. 

"  On  the  night  following  the  general  attack,  a  num- 
ber of  barges  were  discovered  coming  up  the  river, 
which  were  fired  upon  and  driven  back  by  the  force 
which  by  this  time  had  assembled  at  Fairhaven,  a 
detachment  having,  I  think,  arrived  from  Howland's 
Ferry,  and  a  body  of  militia  from  Middleborough, 
making  several  hundred.  It  was  supposed  that  their 
object  was  plunder,  and  that  the  expedition  was  not 
ordered  by  any  of  the  general  officers. 
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"  I  returned  to  the  fort  iu  two  or  three  days,  an  did 
the  rent  of  tlio  garriHon. 

"William  Tallman'fi  father  wnn  taken  ]>ri8oner. 
Several  prisoners  wore  taken  at  Aciislinet  village. 

"The  American  prisoners,  on  their  return, reported 
that  the  whole  force  of  the  British  was  about  five 
thousand  five  hundred.  This,  it  is  presumed,  included 
the  number  composing  the  crew  of  the  several  vessels. 

"  The  detachment  on  the  west  side  must  have  nearly 
reached  the  Head  of  the  River  before  the  fort  was 
evacuated.  Both  detachments  had  artillery,  and  I 
think  light  horse. 

"Obed  Cushman  was  here  with  the  militia  next 
day ;  says  he  was  in  the  sloop  '  Providence'  awhile, 
all  cut  to  pieces  during  her  last  cruise. 

"  Isaac  Howland  stated  his  loss  in  shipping  to  be 
six  thousand  dollars." 

John  Oilberfi  Account, — "  On  the  5th  of  September, 
1778,  in  the  afternoon,  the  British  fleet  arrived  off 
Clarke's  Point.  It  consisted  of  two  frigates,  an  eigh- 
teen-gun  brig,  and  about  thirty-six  trnnsports.  The 
latter  were  small  ships.  The  two  frigates  and  brig 
anchored  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Acushnet  River, 
and  a  little  below  the  point.  The  transports  were 
anchored  outside  the  Great  Ledge,  and  opposite  the 
month  of  the  cove.  The  troops,  including  light-horse, 
artillery,  etc.,  were  landed  in  barges.  The  landing 
was  completed  a  little  before  night,  near  where  the 
present  almshouse  stands,  and  the  troops  arrived  at 
the  head  of  Main  Street  (now  Union)  about  dusk.  A 
part  of  the  troops  here  wheeled  to  the  right  and  passed 
down  Main  Street  for  the  purpose  of  burning  the  town, 
while  the  remainder  continued  their  march  to  the 
north  on  the  county  road.  There  were  not,  at  that 
time,  more  than  fifteen  able-bodied  men  in  the  place, 
every  person  that  could  leave  having  gone  to  rein- 
force the  American  army  on  Rhode  Island,  where  at 
that  very  time  they  were  engaged,  the  cannon  being 
distinctly  heard  here.  I  was  at  that  time  an  appren- 
tice to  Joseph  Russell,  the  father  of  Abraham  Russell, 
and  had  been  sent  for  a  horse  to  carry  my  mistress  to 
some  place  of  safety.  On  my  return  she  had  gone,  as 
also  the  goods  from  the  house,  but  Peace  Akins  was 
there  (a  connection  of  the  family),  whom  I  was  di- 
rected to  carry  with  me.  The  house  stood  at  the  pres- 
ent corner  of  County  and  Morgan  Streets,  and  a  little 
within  the  fence  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Charles  W. 
Morgan's  lot.  By  this  time  the  British  had  appeared 
in  sight.  I  was  upon  the  horse  by  the  side  of  the 
horse-block,  urging  Mrs.  Akins  to  be  quick  in  getting 
ready.  She,  however,  made  some  little  delay  by  re- 
turning into  the  house  for  something,  and  before  she 
had  time  to  get  up  behind  nie  four  light-horsemen 
passed  ns,  but  without  paying  us  any  particular  atten- 
tion. Whilst  the  head  of  the  British  column  was 
passing  us,  and  whilst  Peace  was  in  the  very  act  of 
getting  upon  the  horse,  a  soldier  came  up,  and  seizing 
the  horse's  bridle  commanded  me  to  get  off.  I  made 
no  reply,  but  by  reining  the  horse  suddenly  round 


knocked  him  down,  which  left  me  perfectly  at  liberty, 
and  headed  to  the  north.  The  troops  occupied  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  road,  leaving,  however,  a  small  space 
on  the  west  side  between  them  and  the  wall.  Through 
this  open  space  I  attempted  to  pass  by,  urging  my 
horse  at  the  top  of  his  speed,  but  before  I  had  gone 
Hve  rods  a  whole  platoon  was  fired  at  me,  without 
hitting  either  myself  or  horse.  These  were  the  first 
guns  fired  by  the  British.  The  troops  now  opened 
from  the  centre  to  close  the  space  next  the  wall,  which 
reduced  me  to  the  necessity  of  passing  through  the 
centre  of  the  remaining  platoons.  This  I  effected 
without  injury,  in  consequence  of  the  speed  of  my 
horse,  and  being  so  mixed  up  with  the  troops  as  to 
prevent  their  firing.  About  twenty  feet  in  advance 
of  the  leading  platoon  were  placed  two  men  with 
fixed  bayonets  as  an  advanced  guard.  They  were 
about  six  feet  apart,  and  as  I  advanced  from  the  rear 
they  both  faced  about  and  presented  their  pieces, 
which  I  think  were  snapped  at  me,~they  did  not  fire. 
I  passed  through  between  them  and  made  my  escape, 
turning  up  the  Smith  Mills  road.  I  went  to  Timothy 
Maxfield's,  about  one  and  a  half  miles,  and  stayed  all 
night. 

**I  afterwards  learned  that  upon  my  leaving  P. 
Akins  on  the  horse-block,  some  British  officers  rode 
up  and  assured  her  that  if  she  remained  perfectly 
quiet  nothing  should  injure  her.  She  remained  in 
this  situation  until  the  troops  had  passed  and  the 
officers  left  her,  when  she  went  over  to  the  east  side 
of  the  road. 

"The  four  horsemen  who  first  passed  us  on  the 
horse-block  went  into  the  house  and  plundered  two 
men  whom  they  found  there,  the  goods  having  been 
already  conveyed  back.  These  men  were  Humphrey 
Tall  man  and  Joseph  Trafford,  who  worked  for  Joseph 
Russell. 

"As  I  passed  up  the  Smith  Mills  road,  and  about 
one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  county  road,  I  met 
William  Haydon.and  Oliver  Potter,  both  armed  with 
muskets,  who  inquired  where  the  main  body  of  the 
British  then  were.  I  told  them  they  were  nearly 
square  against  us.  Upon  receiving  this  information 
they  cut  across  the  woods,  and,  as  I  was  afterwards 
told,  came  out  a  little  in  advance  of  the  British,  and 
near  the  west  end  of  the  present  North  Street  The 
woods  were  very  thick  on  the  went  side  of  County 
Street  at  this  place,  and  under  cover  of  night  and 
these  woods  Hay  don  and  Potter  fired  upon  the  sol- 
diers and  killed  two  horsemen.  This  I  was  told  by 
Haydon  and  Potter,  and  also  by  the  American  pris- 
oners on  their  return  home,  who  sAw  them  put  into 
the  baggage-wagon. 

"  A  few  minutes  after  these  nien  were  shot,  Abra- 
ham Russell,  Thomas  Cook,  and  Diah  Trafford,  all 
being  armed,  were  discovered  by  the  British  attempt- 
ing to  leave  the  village  by  coming  up  a  cross-way  into 
County  Street.  When  at  the  corner  of  this  way  with 
County  Street,  or  nearly  so,  they  were  fired  upon  by 


the  Bridab  (uid  k11  abot  dbira."  TnXatd  wm  tmtaOj- 
ou«  jrean  old,  lukimg  fawttwi  dsjv,  ud  wu  In  tha 
emplofmoi)torJiiiiephBuBBell,withwliomIthaBUT«d. 
Ha  ITU  ihot  tlirougb  the  henrt  and  died  iDttwitlj. 
Alter  tbat  hia  (uce  noa  badly  cut  to  pieces  bj  the 
tabrea  of  tha  BriLish.  Cook  qIhu  worked  Tor  BmmII 
by  the  month,  and  wna  nearly  forty  yeure  of  aga. 
He  iTM  ahot  through  the  leg,  and  atHO  throii|^  tfaa 
bowels,  tha  bullet  passing  through  his  bladder.  Ha 
dW  aboDt  daylight  next  morning.  Ruasril  wu 
■bout  forty  Jeara  of  age.  He  died  about  ten  o'clock 
next  morning,  *t  tbe  bonaa  of  Jcaa|di  Bqwall,  whara 
tbey  ware  all  cairled,  aftar  ramaUiliic  In  tfeio  nwd 
where  they  were  ibot  a]l  night  Bnwell  and  Oook 
were  baried  in  Daitaooth ;  TnURtrd  waa  borlod  oo  a 
hill  by  the  ahora,  a  little  north  of  tha  old  npa-nlk 
in  this  town,  Tfais  waa  ft  BMt  of  potter'a  llatd,  whara 
ullnre  were  borlad.  Tha  land  belonged  to  Joaepb 
Buaaell. 

"  A  company  of  artillary,  oonalatlng  of  abont  eighty 
privatea,  had  been  eent  from  Boaton  for  tha  protaction 
of  the  place.  Tha  bolldlng  occnpled  by  then  ae  bar- 
racks was  the  poor-houie,  which  stood  near  tha  pres- 
ent «te  of  Philip  Anthony's  dwelling-house.  It  was 
a  longi  low  bailding,  and  baa  slaco  bean  polled  down. 
The  company  waa  commanded  hj  Okpt,  James  Cnab- 
ing,  of  Boaton.  Joaepb  Ball,  of  Boston,  was  fint 
lieutenant;  V^llam  Oofdon,  of  Beaton,  second  lien- 
tenant,  and  James  Ueloalf,  of  Boaton,  third  Ueo- 
tenant.  The  latter  was  mortally  wounded  by  the 
British  during  the  ulgfat  at  Acnshnet.  Thle  com- 
pany, altbough  sUtioned  bMo,  had,  a  short  time  pre- 
Tioua  to  the  landing  of  the  Britiib,  been  called  to 
Howland's  Ferry  to  aid  the  Americans  ag^nst  the 
British  on  Rhode  Island.  But  during  the  day  of  the 
landing,  Lienta,- Qordon  and  Heteaif  bad  returned 
with  part  of  the  company  and  one  fleld-plece.  As  t&a 
British  advanced  they  ware  nndar  the  neoeesity  of  »• 
treating.  Tbey  had  a  yoke  of  oxen  of  Joeaph  Bua- 
sell'e  to  draw  the  cannon, 

"  The  offlceiB  of  this  company  had  their  qnartera 
at  and  boarded  with  His.  Deborah  Doobleday,  a 
widow,  in  the  booae  In  which  Judge  Preeeotfs  oflce 
now  is,  which  was  then  owned  I^Beth  Baesell,  father 
of  the  lata  8eth  and  CAiariea.  Alter  Mehtaif  was 
wounded  be  was  brought  down  to  this  boose,  where 
I  saw  him  the  next  day.  I  think  he  lived  three  days. 
I  was  at  his  fbneral.- .  Be  was  burled  on  the  hill  by 
the  old  meeting-house  at  Acnshnet, '  under  anna,' 

"  The  night  was  clear  moonlight. 

"McPheraon'a  wharf  waa  at  Bellville,  and  was 
burnt  by  the  Britiah,  t^^ther  with  some  Teasels  lying 
there.  A  brig  called  the  'No  Duty  on  Tea'  was 
burnt  at  this  whsrf.  She  drifted  down  the  rlrer  after 
her  fastenings  were  burnt  off,  and  Anally  sank  Just  at 
the  north  of  Dog  Fish  Bar,  and  abreast  of  the  Bury  ing- 
Ground  Hill.  Several  other  small  vomcIs  were  burnt 
at  this  wharf  and  sank,    Tbey  were  afterwards  got  up. 

' "  An-  armed  vessel  sank  on  the  west  side  of  Grow 


blood.  Bbewas  afterwards  got  up,  Hargnnawaio 
got  ■pbyaomopeiaoBO  who  dind  down  and  bstened 
npos  to  the«iirtieQ  tbey  ware  hoisted  np.  BoiO»n^ 
0,  Ifyrldc  was  drowned  la  dliiiig  down  ftar  the  por- 
poae  of  batenlng  a  rope  to  the  laat  one. 

"  There  w«e  only  two  wharrea  In  Bedftwd  at  Ibat 
time,— Botdi's,  the  largce^  and  Joaepb  BuiaBll^  now 


"On  the  day  tha  British  landed,  thaye 
carting  goods  about  the  middle  of  the  aftemoon,  and 
carried  them  en  to  a  piece  of  cleared  land  eontainlng 
about  me  aero  whkb  was  sitnated  la  the  woods  west 
of  Iba  Jail,  and  aomMindad  on  aU  rides  by  ewampo, 
hoBTy  wood,  and  (bXek  eopae.  Kany  othen  eaniod 
goods  to  the  same  place.  After  moving  alt  the  goods 
I  waa  sent  for  a  horse  to  the  paatore  waet  of  when 
the  Jail  now  stands,  as  stated  before. 

"  On  Sunday  morning,  Uie  iaf  Mlowlng  the  bnra- 
ing  of  Bedford,  a  email  Ibrco  In  two  bargee  waa  aent 
to  Padanaran.  Three  or  (bur  bonees  belooj^ng  to 
the  Akine  were  burnt,  and  a  brig  on  the  stoeka. 

"  Theaa  Akins  were  strong  Whigs,  and  it  b  suppeaed 
that  tb^  were  Instrumental  In  driving  away  ftom 
there  three  men  who  adhered  to  the  British,  and  who, 
with  all  who  took  that  eoniae,  wero  called  Torlee. 
The  names  of  theea  men  were  Mchard  Shearman, 
Joaepb  Oaatle,  and  Eldad  Tnpper,  Thcae  men  went 
to  tha  Britbh,  and  as  two  of  them  were  pilota.  It  la 
Buppoeed  that  they  pointed  out  the  channel  of  oor 
harbor  to  the  British,  This  aeoonnta  for  the  bet  Aat 
eertaln  housea  only  were  burnt  at  Padananim." 

JZmiHHMneM  eolltdtd  bf  Oofl.  Itmiul  S.  AhU.— 
"  While  the  British  were  marching  up  to  Bedford, 
William  Tobey,  once  postmaster  In  Hew  Bedford.waa 
driving  a  team  loaded  with  goods  for  a  safe  place  of 
deposit,  but  wu  ao  hardly  pniaed  by  the  British  tbat 
he  uny<Aad  his  oxen  and  left  his  wagon  and  goods  a 
prise  to  tha  enemy. 

"  Arrived  tf  the  Head  of  the  Rtrw,  a  party  left  the 
main  body  and  went  north  u  far  as  the  old  gambrel- 
loofod  houae  of  Dr.  Tobey,  atill  standing.  I  believe 
that  it  was  a  general  baking-day  In  these  parte,  for 
here  they  found  In  the  cellar  an  oven  foil  of  bread, 
uid  pork  and  beans.  These  tbey  eoon  diepatched, 
and  robbed  the  house  of  what  tbey  wanted,  and  en- 
deavored to  deatroy  the  rest.  But  the  British  pilferers 
In  going  down  tha. cellar  left  the  door  wide  open,  and 
that  effectually  prevented  their  seeing  another  door 
immediately  behind  It,  leading  to  a  room  where  their 
most  valuable  clothing  was  deposited,  and  by  Uiat 
meane  waa  uved.  Another  instance  of  the  same  kind 
occurred  at  Bartholomew  Tabcr'a. 

"Tbsy  burned  several  bouses  at  the  Head  of  the 
River,  among  others  one  belonging  lo  Gapt.  Grandon, 
who,  to  revenge  bimaelf  on  the  Dritiib  ninrnuders, 
would  not  luffer  his  new  house  to  be  placed  over  his 
old  cellar,  nor  suffer  the  cellar  tn  bo  Dlled  tip  until  bis 
son,  having  the  [naimgeincnt  in  some  measure  of  his 
father's  buaineu,  accompliahed  it. 
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"It  was  at  Acushnet  village  that  Lieut.  Metcalf 
was  mortally  wounded.  He. was  from  Boston,  and 
belonged  to  the  Continental  army.  Some  verses  were 
composed  on  his  death  at  the  time  by  a  Mrs.  Negus. 
She  bad  not  the  inspiration  of  a  Sappho,  yet  they 
were  much  esteemed  at  the  time;  in  fact,  much  worse 
have  been  written,  and  printed  too. 

''The  first  building  they  burned  afler  leaving  the 
Head  of  the  Biver  was  a  house  on  the  premises  now 
owned  by  David  Russell,  then  occupied  by  Col.  Pope. 
Eldad  Tupper,  a  Tory,  and  well  acquainted  in  these 
parts,  acted  ns  their  guide,  and  could  inform  them  of 
all  holding  office  or  commissions.  As  they  proceeded 
south,  and  near  by,  they  came  to  Stephen  and  Thomas 
Hathaway *s.  The  latter  was  a  man  of  handsome 
property  in  those  days,  and  without  children,  but  he 
had  a  ward  living  with  him,  Jonathan  Kempton,  who 
eventually  inherited  it.  At  the  time  the  fleet  anchored 
he  was  at  the  lower  end  of  Sconticut  Neck,  and  led 
immediately  for  home  to  remove  the  household  furni- 
ture to  a  place  of  safety.  After  packing  up,  he  took 
a  small  trunk  containing  quite  a  valuable  quantity  of 
silver  plate,  and  as  he  stepped  to  the  door  to  leave  the 
house  he  was  met  by  their  advance-guard,  who  told 
him  they  would  relieve  him  from  any  further  care  of 
the  trunk.  Afler  taking  what  things  they  wanted 
from  the  house,  they  collected  beds  and  bedding  in  a 
chamber  and  set  fire  to  them,  and  very  luckily  shut 
the  doors.  They  took  Mr.  Kempton  a  prisoner,  and 
told  him  they  should  carry  him  to  New  York.  He 
entreated  them  to  let  him  have  his  liberty.  Afler 
carrying  him  to  the  end  of  a  long  lane  leading  to  the 
house  they  consented,  after  taking  one  of  the  two 
pairs  of  breeches  that  he  had  on ;  that  he  had  two 
pairs  on  they  knew  from  having  robbed  him  of  his 
watch,  but  they  informed  him  they  must  fire  at  him 
as  a  deserter,  which  they  did,  but  whether  with  an 
intention  of  hitting  him  or  not  he  never  knew.  The 
ball,  however,  hit  a  large  cherry-tree,  one  of  a  num- 
ber that  lined  a  long  passage  or  lane  leading  to  the 
house.  Mr.  Kempton  returned  to  the  house  in  time 
to  extinguish  the  fire. 

"Proceeding  on  in  something  of  a  hurry,  burning 
now  and  then  a  house  or  a  store  and  destroying  prop- 
erty and  frightening  men,  women,  and  children,  who 
generally,  Indian-like,  fled  to  the  woods  with  what 
little  they  could  carry  for  safety,  some  rather  laugh- 
able scenes  occurred  amid  the  terror  and  confusion. 
One  woman,  it  is  charitable  to  suppose  not  till  afler 
mighty  efforts  and  years  of  longing,  at  last  procured 
a  brass  warming-pan.  This,  though  previous  to  Lord 
Timothy  Dexter's  venture  of  warming-pans  to  the 
West  Indies,  was  too  valuable  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  rapacious  'regulars;'  accordingly  clothes, 
bedding,  household  furniture,  all,  except  the  warm- 
ing-pan, was  abandoned  to  its  fate.  With  this  she, 
with  many  others,  started  for  the  woods.  Fear  is  a 
great  creator  of  phantoms.  Arrived  at  the  woods, 
helter-skelter,  there  was  no  time  to  choose  their  way. 


onward  was  the  word.  The  bended  elastic  bushes 
and  limbs  of  trees  were  continually  striking  the  warm- 
ing-pan with  a  force,  in  their  judgment,  sufllcient  to 
give  the  regulars  a  clue  to  their  whereabouts.  What 
was  to  be  done?  The  owner  must  leave  the  pan  be- 
hind or  must  herself  be  left;  the  former  she  would  not 
do,  the  latter  she  could  not  prevent,  and  every  one 
fled  from  woman  and  pan  with  as  much  eagerness  as 
before  they  fled  from  the  regulars. 

"The  British  fell  in  with  a  Quaker,  Jethro  Hath- 
away, father  of  the  late  Stephen,  and  took  his  broad- 
brim from  his  head,  hurled  it  in  the  air,  and  afler 
making  much  sport  with  it  said,  *  Let  the  old  Quaker 
have  it  again.' 

"  Bartholomew  Taber,  a  calm,  courageous  man,  re- 
mained by  his  house,  and  was  harshly  treated  by  the 
British  soldiery.  One  fellow  threatened  to  shoot  him, 
and  aimed  his  musket  several  times  at  his  head,  but 
perceiving  it  was  not  cocked  he  did  not  consider  him- 
self in  much  danger.  He  heard  the  bullet  whistle  in 
the  air,  fired  from  the  bushes  at  the  British,  which 
caused  the  burning  ofthe  school-house  on  his  premises, 
and  heard  them  call  for  a  match  at  the  same  time. 

"  Near  the  Sconticut  road,  about  one  mile  east  of 
Fairhaven  village,  was  the  house  and  farm  of  Capt. 
John  Alden.  He  had  a  small  stone  building  some 
little  distance  from  his  house,  in  which  he  kept  gro- 
ceries for  sale.  He  had  moved  his  family  and  some 
goods  to  a  place  of  safety,  and  had  returned  with  his 
ox- team  for  more  goods  and  furniture.  A  neighbor 
came  to  purchase  some  rum,  and  while  in  the  act  of 
getting  it  the  British  arrived  and  relieved  him  of  the 
care  of  the  team.  They  drove  his  oxen  on  the  Neck, 
where  they  were  slaughtered  for  the  use  of  the  army. 
On  the  Neck  they  stopped  at  the  house  of  John  West, 
who  had  in  his  pen  a  large  fat  hog.  They  put  a 
bayonet  through  him  and  lefl  him  dead.    . 

"Just  before  they  came  to  what  is  called  the  'Nar- 
rows,' in  a  cleared  field  where  there  were  several  stacks 
of  salt  hay,  they  lefl  a  detachment  of  their  army,  who, 
fatigued  and  sleepy,  afler  setting  a  guard  and  scatter- 
ing the  hay,  lay  on  it  and  took  a  nap.  The  remainder 
continued  on  about  one  mile  to  where  the  Widow 
Dean  now  lives,  the  place  of  their  final  embarkation. 
They  had  with  them  at  this  time  an  active,  resolute 
person  by  the  name  of  Pease  as  their  prisoner.  He 
was  not  very  strictly  guarded,  and  as  they  were  sur- 
rounded by  woods  made  his  escape  to  the  east  side  of 
the  Neck,  and  headed  north  by  the  edge  of  the  woods 
and  marsh  until  he  came  to  the  Narrows,  where  he 
entered  the  road.  Being  ignorant  at  the  time  of  an 
enemy  near,  he  was  hailed  by  the  guard  in  the  road, 
and  immediately  advancing  to  him,  with  a  club 
secreted  under  his  jacket,  with  one  blow  over  the 
head  dispatched  him  and  eflected  his  escape.  It  was 
supposed  the  act  was  witnessed  by  those  on  board  the 
fleet,  who  with  their  glasses  could  easily  do  it,  for  im- 
mediately afler  the  blow  was  given  a  gun  was  fired 
from  one  of  their  ships.    There  is  little  doubt  the 
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guard  was  killed,  as  a  grave  was  found  made  by  the 
British  near  the  spot.  .Many  aupposed  Pease  did 
wrong,  and  that  a  judgment  overtook  him  at  last,  as 
he  was  killed  by  the  falling  of  a  well-sweep.'' 

Statement  of  CharUa  (Trimie^— Charles  Grinnell 
made  the  following  statement  from  what  he  had  been 
told  by  his  mother  and  members  of  the  Howland 
family : 

"  Susanna  Qrinnell  and  her  sister,  Sarah  Tucker, 
left  the  house  of  Mrs.  Qrinnell  when  the  British 
landed,  on  horseback,  and  went  to  Mrs.  Tucker's. 
The  detachment  of  the  army  which  left  the  main 
body  and  turned  down  Main  Street  and  burnt  the 
town,  stacked  their  arms  in  front  of  the  old  brick 
house  occupied  and  owned  by  old  Isaac  Howland  (old 
Isaac  came  from  Newport).  Howland  invited  the 
officers,  Gen.  Qrey  and  his  staff,  to  come  in  and  take 
some  refreshments.  While  they  were  thus  enjoying 
themselves  one  of  Howland's  men  came  running  up 
and  told  him  that  the  soldiers  had  broken  into  the 
distil-house,  had  got  to  the  rum,  got  drunk,  and  set 
the  distil-house  on  fire.  This  exasperated  Qen.  Qrey, 
for  he  did  not  wish  to  have  the  property  of  his  host 
destroyed.  He  ordered  the  men  corrected  and  sent 
aboard  the  ship.  While  they  were  thus  resting,  some 
of  the  men  amused  themselves  with  firing  into  the 
east  end  of  Mrs.  Qrinnell's  house.  The  ball-holes 
are  now  to  be  seen  under  the  shingles.  The  men 
broke  into  the  back  of  Mrs.  Qrinnell's  house,  plun- 
dered it  and  set  fire  to  it.  A  faithi\il  black  woman, 
who  had  remained  in  the  house,  put  out  the  fire.  She 
was  in  the  cellar  while  they  were  firing." 

The  raid  on  Isaac  Howland's  rum  may  account  for 
some  of  the  men  missing  in  Qen.  Qrey's  official  re- 
turn. 

List  of  Propetty  Destroyed.— The  following  docu- 
ment was  found  among  the  papers  of  Gilbert  Russell, 
in  his  own  handwriting: 

Shipping  Burnt  Sept.  6, 1778,  by  the  BrUUh  Ttoopa,  viz,  : 

Ship  "  Harriet." 

Ship  ''Mellish"  (Continental). 

Ship  "  Fanny"  (French  prize). 

Ship  "Hero." 

Ship  "  Leopard." 

Ship  "  Spaniard." 

Ship"Cffi8ar." 

Barque  "  Nanny." 

Snow  "  Simeon." 

Brig  "  Sally"  (Continental). 

Brig  "Rosin." 

Brig  "  Sally"  (fish). 

Schooner  "  Adventure." 

Schooner  "Loyalty"  (Continental). 

Sloop  "Nelly." 

Sloop  "  Fly  Fish." 

Sloop  (Capt.  Lawrence). 

Schooner  "Defiance." 

Schooner  (Capt.  Jenny). 


Brig  "No  Duty  on  Tea." 

Schooner  "Sally"  (".Hornet's"  prize). 

Sloop  (Bowers). 

Sloop  "  Sally"  (twelve  guns). 

Brig  (Ritchie). 

Brig  "  Dove." 

Brig  "  Holland." 

Sloop  "  Joseph  Russell." 

Sloop  "  Boxirow." 

Sloop  "  Pilot  Fish." 

Schooner  (the  other  side). 

Brig  "Sally." 

Sloop  "  Retaliation." 

Sloop  (J.  Brown's). 

Schooner  (eastward). 

Dwelling-Houses, — Benjamin  Taber,  2;  Leonard 
Jarvis,  1 ;  J.  Lowden,  1 ;  J.  Gerrish,  1 ;  W.  Claghorn, 
1 ;  y.  Childs,  1 ;  Joseph  Rotch,  1 ;  Joseph  Rotch,  Jr., 
1 ;  Joseph  Russell,  1. 

Shops,  etc, — Isaac  Howland's:  distil-house,  1; 
cooper's  shop,  1 ;  warehouses,  8.  Joseph  Russell's : 
barn,  1 ;  shop,  1.  Church's  shop  (shoe),  1.  Joseph 
Russell's:  store,  1;  warehouses  (old),  2;  2  shops 
(small),  2;  candle-house,  1.  L.  Eempton,  1.  Rotch 
&  Jarvis :  shop,  1 ;  warehouses,  2.  Joseph  Rotch : 
barn,  1 ;  chaise-house,  1.  Total,  20.  Rope-walk  and 
one  house;  A.  Smith's  blacksmith-shop;  Benjamin 
Tabor's  shop. 

Some  Doubtful  Points.— There  is  some  doubt  with 
reference  to  Mr.  Macomber's  statement  of  troops 
landing  east  of  the  fort.  It  is  not  mentioned  in  Qen, 
Grey's  official  reports  nor  in  other  accounts.  The  de- 
struction of  the  fort,  as  far  as  can  be  gathered  from 
Gen.  Grey,  was  accomplished  by  the  troops  who  had 
marched  from  Clarke's  Cove  around  the  Head  of  the 
River.  This  is  not,  however,  a  direct  statement,  and 
if  it  is  thought  to  be  settled  that  Mr.  Macomber  saw 
the  troops  leaving  the  vessels  and  steering  for  the  land 
in  Fairhaven  Cove,  his  account  is  conclusive.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  advance  of  the  column  from 
Clarke's  Cove  might  have  reached  Sconticut  Neck 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  garrison  in  the  fort, 
while  the  firing  detachments  delayed  at  New  Bedford, 
Bellville,  and  other  places;  and  having  thus  estab- 
lished a  base  for  re-embarkation,  the  attack  on  the 
fort  might  have  been  made  by  them  while  awaiting 
the  arrival  of  the  rear-guard  from  Bedford.  On  the 
whole,  however,  Mr.  Macomber's  statement  will  prob- 
ably be  accepted.  It  is  at  any  rate  full  and  circum- 
stantial with  reference  to  all  the  movements  of  the 
British.  The  people  of  Bedford  village  would  natu- 
rally have  their  attention  engrossed  by  the  lauding  at 
Clarke's  Cove  and  the  burning  of  the  village  and 
shipping,  and  would  be  ignorant  of  operations  east  of 
the  fort. 

Mr.  Macomber's  statement  that  Isaac  Howland's 
house  was  burned  must  be  incorrect.  The  house  was 
on  the  north  side  of  Union  Street,  and  was  torn  down 
in  order  to  open  Cheapside,  now  Pleasant  Street. 
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There  in  some  mystery  io  connection  with  the 
boat  attack  on  Fairhaven  as  related  by  Judge  Pope. 
The  aflViir  has  had  another  version  with  murvelously 
improbable  details.  Qen.  Grey's  account  of  an  ex- 
pedition to  burn  a  vessel  on  the  stocks  and  others  in 
the  stream  may  be  a  corroboration  of  it.  Judge 
Pope's  statement  is  probably  exaggerated,  as  there  is 
nothing  to  correspond  with  it  in  Qen.  Orey's  return 
of  killed  and  wounded.  There  was  a  house  standing 
in  Fairhaven,  on  the  southeast  comer  of  Water  and 
Centre  Streets,  a  few  years  ago,  in  which  was  a  bullet- 
mark  said  to  have  been  made  in  this  skirmish.  The 
bullet  appeared  to  have  been  fired  from  a  northwest 
direction. 

Judge  Pope's  statement  that  the  troops  remained 
at  Sconticut  till  Monday,  the  7th,  would  appear  to  be 
a  mistake,  as  Gen.  Grey's  official  report  and  an  ac- 
count written  at  the  time  by  Robert  Fanshawe,  fleet 
captain,  state  directly  the  contrary.  And  yet  the 
current  tradition  in  Fairhaven  is  that  the  destruction 
of  property  in  that  town  was  accomplished  on  Sunday 
forenoon,  the  6th  ;  that  the  troops  bivouacked  Sunday 
night  on  Sconticut  Neck ;  and  that  people  frightened 
away  from  their  homes  in  Fairhaven  Sunday  morn- 
ing remained  in  the  woods  all  night.  A  letter  written 
in  1874  by  the  late  Jabez  Delano,  a  noted  antiquarian, 
states  that  the  fort  was  destroyed  about  noon  on  Sun- 
day. 

The  Extent  of  the  Calamity.— The  object  of  the 
attack  being  to  destroy  privateers,  prizes,  and  prize 
goods,  comparatively  few  dwelling-houses  were 
burned.  Some  were  unavoidably  involved  in  the 
destruction  of  adjacent  warehouses.  A  few  residences 
of  prominent  patriots  were  burned,  and  some  may 
have  been  set  on  Are  by  soldiers  in  drunken  insubor- 
dination. But  that  the  destruction  was  general  and 
wanton  with  respect  to  dwelling-houses  is  not  a  fact. 
Probably  a  few  were  destroyed  that  are  not  men- 
tioned in  Gilbert  Russell's  list  Among  them  was 
Barzillai  Merrick's,  on  the  east  side  of  South  Water 
Street.  The  British  official  account  states  that  sev- 
enty vessels  were  destroyed,  and  Mr.  Russell  enumer- 
ates only  thirty-four.  There  is  nothing  to  show  when 
Mr.  Russell's  list  was  written,  and  it  may  have  been 
a  good  many  years  after  the  conflagration. 

Capt.  Fanshawe's  report  says  prisoners  reported 
seventy  sail  of  vessels  destroyed. 

Another  fact  going  to  show  that  the  burning  was 
not  general  is  this,  that  in  1846  twenty-nine  houses 
were  standing  which  were  built  before  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  within  the  limits  of  what  comprised  the 
village  in  1778. 

A  careful  estimate  of  the  whole  loss  in  buildings 
and  wharves,  made  by  Judge. Pope,  places  it  at 
£11,241,  and  on  shipping,  merchandise,  etc.,  £85,739, 
making  a  toUl  of  £96,980,  or  $823,267.  Lieut.  Wil- 
liam €k>rdon,  of  the  provincial  artillery,  estimated  it 
at  $422,680. 

Fenonal  Sketches. — Elijah  Macomber  belonged 


to  the  garrison  of  the  fort,  and  was  twenty-one  years 
old  at  the  time.  He  served  as  private  from  March  to 
December,  1778.  He  formerly  belonged  in  Dart- 
mouth, but  the  last  part  of  his  life  was  spent  in  this 
town  and  Fairhaven.  He  died  at  the  residence  of  his 
son,  Lilley  Macomber,  about  two  miles  northwest  of 
Russell's  Mills,  Nov.  18, 1849.  He  was  an  illiterate 
man,  and  when  drawn  into  conversation  on  Revolu- 
tionary matters  he  became  much  excited  and  spoke 
in  a  rambling  manner.  It  was  impossible  to  obtain 
from  him  a  connected  account  of  the  invasion,  and 
his  statement,  which  was  written  by  Henry  H.  Crapo, 
must  have  been  the  fruit  of  many  conversations  at 
different  times.  Mrs.  Walter  D.  Swan  and  Mrs.  Ben- 
jamin Baker,  of  this  city,  are  his  only  surviving  chil- 
dren. 

ft 

John  Gilbert  was  fourteen  years  old  at  the  time 
of  the  raid.  His  parents  resided  in  Boston.  During 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  tended  the  wind-mill  on 
Mill  Street,  between  Hill  and  County,  and  lived  in  a 
small  house  east  of  building  southeast  corner  of  Pur- 
chase and  North  Streets.  Charles  Gilbert,  son  of 
John  Gilbert,  was  shot  dead  by  %  stupid  sentinel  be- 
longing to  a  Middleborough  company  when  the  town 
of  New  Bedford  was  garrisoned  in  1814.  Gilbert  was 
making  the  grand  rounds,  and  the  sentinel  fired  im- 
mediately after  the  first  challenge,  instead  of  waiting 
until  a  repeated  challenge  had  elicited  no  answer.  A 
daughter  of  John  Gilbert  is  now  living  in  the  alms- 
house. 

The  statements  of  Messrs.  Gilbert  and  Macomber 
were  written  in  1839,  and  were  never  printed  until 
now,  except  a  few  brief  extracts. 

Edward  Pope  was  a  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  or  perhaps  of  the  local  County  Court,  and  was 
the  first  collector  of  customs  at  this  port  under  the 
United  States  government  William  G.  E.  Pope  is 
his  grandson.  He  lived  at  the  northeast  corner  of 
Union  and  Sixth  Streets,  in  a  house  now  standing  on 
Market  Street,  second  east  of  Sixth.  He  was  a  pris- 
oner in  the  hands  of  the  British  during  a  part  of  the 
memorable  night,  but  made  his  escape  before  morn- 
ing. 

Charles  Grinnell  was  a  cousin  of  Hon.  Joseph 
Grinnell.  His  mother  lived  in  1778  in  what  is  now 
the  Whitcomb  house.  Mr.  Grinnell  built  the  next 
house  west  on  Union  Street. 

Capt.  Lemuel  S.  Akin  lived  in  Fairhaven,  and  his 
account  of  the  ravages  of  the  British  in  that  town  was 
written  from  what  older  people  had  told  him. 

Israel  Fearing  belonged  in  Wareham. 

Isaac  Howland  came  from  Newport  His  son  orig- 
inated the  house  of  I.  Howland,  Jr.,  &  Co.,  for  many 
years  the  leading  firm  in  New  Bedford  in  the  whaling 
business.  The  other  members  of  the  firm  were  Ed- 
ward M.  Robinson,  Sylvia  Ann  Howland,  and  Thomas 
Mandell.  Mr.  Robinson's  wife  and  Sylvia  Ann  How- 
land were  daughters  of  Gideon  Howland,  who  mar- 
ried a  daughter  of  Isaac  Howland,  Jr.   Isaac  Howland 
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was  a  Tory,. bad  been  in  tbe  slave  trade  from  Rhode 
Island^and  brought  slaves  with  him  when  he  removed 
to  Bedford. 

.  Joseph  Botch  came  from  Nantucket,  and  was  the 
founder  of  the  Botch  family  of  New  Bedford.  His 
house,  which  was  burned,  stood  near  the  top  of  the 
hill  on  North  Water  Street.  The  house  of  Joseph 
Botch,  Jr.,  was  south  of  it 

Benjamin  Taber  was  a  boat-builder,  and  came  with 
Mr.  B^tch  from  Nantucket  His  house  was  on  the 
north  side  of  Union  Street,  east  of  Water. 

John  Gerrish,  after  the  war,  kept  the  tavern  on  the 
east  side  of  Water  Street,  south  of  Commercial,  after- 
wards known  as  the  Cole  Tavern.  He  had  three 
daughters,  who  married  John  Alexander,  Capt  David 
Leslie,  and  Preserved  Fish,  but  none  of  their  de- 
scendants are  now  here. 

W.  Olaghorn's  house  was  on  the  west  side  of  South 
Water  Street,  near  Union.  He  belonged  to  the  same 
&mily  with  Capt  George  Claghoru,  builder  of  frigate 
"Constitution."  George  Cloghorn's  house  was  on 
the  east  side  of  Second  Street,  near  North,  and  was 
burned  in  the  great  fire  of  1859. 

Joseph  Bussell  was  the  founder  of  Bedford  village, 
which  was  named  in  his  honor  by  Joseph  Botch  in 
a  roundabout  complimentary  way.  The  family  name 
of  the  Dukes  of  Bedford  in  England  is  Bussell,  and 
owing  to  this  circumstance  the  name  was  proposed, 
but  it  is  not  known  whether  the  New  Bedford  Bussells 
are  of  the  same  family  or  not  When  New  Bedford 
was  incorporated  as  a  town  in  1787  the  word  "  new" 
was  prefixed,  to  distinguish  it  from  Bedford  in  Mid- 
dlesex County.  Joseph  Russell  was  of  the  fifth  gen- 
eration from  Ralph  Russell,  the  original  settler  at 
Russell's  Mills.  His  candle-house,  which  was  burned, 
was  on  the  north  side  of  "  Centre  Street  Square."  It 
was  another  Joseph  Russell,  "of  Boston,"  whose 
house  was  burned.  The  house  was  on  the  east  side  of 
Water  Street,  where  Commercial  Street  is  now  open. 

Gilbert  Bussell  was  a  son  of  Joseph,  and  father  of 
the  late  William  T.  Bussell.  He  built  and  succes- 
sively occupied  the  houses  now  occupied  by  Dr.  Abbe 
and  S.  G.  Morgan. 

John  Lowden  was  a  calker  from  Pembroke,  and 
his  house  was  south  of  Claghorn's,  where  the  Hill 
house  now  stands.  It  was  the  first  house  built  in  the 
centre  of  the  village.  Mrs.  George  E.  Netcher  is  a 
granddaughter  of  John  Lowden,  and  Benjamin  F. 
Lowden,  formerly  a  photographer  in  this  city,  and 
who  was  drowned  in  steamer  "  Grace  Irving"  off  the 
Gurnet  in  1878,  was  his  great-grandson. 

Capt  Timothy  Ingfaham,  who  commanded  at  the 
fort,  was  grandfather  of  Robert  C.  and  Andrew  In- 
graham,  and  of  the  late  Gen.  Timothy  Ingraham. 

Oen.  Orey'sLife  and  Character.— Gen.  Grey  was 
born  Oct  23, 1729.  He  was  aide-de-camp  to  Prince 
Ferdinand  in  Germany  and  to  Wolfe  at  Quebec; 
appointed  lieutenant-colonel  June  27,  1761 ;  com- 
manded the  Ninety-eighth  Regiment  at  the  capture 


of  Belle  Isle  in  17.68 ;  was  appointed  colonel  Dec  20, 
1772,  and  accompanied  Howe  to  Boston  in  1775,  who 
gave  him  the  local  rank  of  m^jor-general.  *  For  his 
important  services  in  the  Bevolutionary  war  he  was 
made  a  lieutenant-general,  and  appointed  commander- 
in-chief  in  North  America  in  January,  1788.  He 
was  employed  in  Flanders  in  1798 ;  captured  Mar- 
tinique and  St  Lucia  in  1794 ;  was  made  general  in 
1795;  was  raised  to  the  peerage  in  1801,  and  in  1806 
became  an  earl.  He  died  Nov.  14, 1807,  at  his  seat 
near  Alnwick,  Northumberland. 

At  one  o'clock  on  Sept  21, 1777,  about  two  miles 
southwest  of  Paoli,  Pa.,  Gen.  Grey  surprised  Gen. 
Wayne  with  about  fifteen  hundred  men,  who  had 
been  detached  from  Washington's  army  after  the 
battle  of  the  Brandywine  to  annoy  the  British  rear 
and  attempt  to  cut  off*  their  wagon-train.  His  orders 
then  were  to  rush  on  the  Americans  with  fixed  bay- 
onets without  firing  a  shot,  and  give  no  quarter. 
Wayne's  loss  was  one  hundred  and  fifty  killed  and 
wounded,  and  the  remainder  retreated  in  confusion 
toward  Chester. 

Oct  4, 1777,  Gen.  Grey  commanded  a  large  portion 
of  the  left  wing  at  the  battle  of  Germantown. 

At  midnight.  Sept  27,  1778,  he  surprised  a  regi- 
ment of  light-horse  under  Li6ut-Col.  Baylor,  en- 
camped in  barns  about  two  and  a  half  miles  south- 
west of  Tappan,  N.  Y.  They  were  sleeping  in 
unsoldierly  security,  and  when  captured  asked  for 
quarter,  which  was  inhumanly  refused  by  Grey,  who 
gave  special  orders  not  to  grant  it  Bfany  of  the 
soldiers  were  bayoneted  in  cold  blood.  Out  of  one 
hundred  and  four  persons,  sixty -seven  were  killed  or 
wounded,  and  seventy  horses  were  foolishly  butch- 
ered. 

Gen.  Grey,  on  account  of  his  common  practice  of 
ordering  the  men  under  his  command  to  take  the 
fiints  out  of  their  muskets  that  they  might  be  con- 
fined to  the  use  of  the  bayonet,  acquired  the  name  of 
the  '  no-flint  general."  He  was  a  man  of  undoubted 
personal  courage. 

His  orders  issued  on  the  eve  of  the  attack  on  New 
Bedford  exhibit  his  contempt  for  the  Americans : 

**0H  BOAEO  tub  *0ABTIfOn,* 

•*8«pc.  4,177s. 
**  Mtufor-Otnmral  Qr«if*$  Ordtn: 

**  Wbcu  tb«  tDMoy  aro  ao  poated  that  tlivj  o«n  h%  got  at,  tba  mi^r^ 
geuaral  oommaudt  tlia  troops  that  are  ordersd  to  attack  thani  to  march 
▼Igoroualj  up  and  racatva  their  Sra  till  thaj  ooma  Taijr  cUtm,  and  upon 
•T«i7  proper  opportuultj  thej  are  to  rush  upou  tba  anenij  with  thalr 
bayonets  imnadiiitelj  after  they  have  thrown  in  their  firs,  without  wait- 
ing to  load  again,  in  which  method  of  atuck  the  superior  courage  and 
strength  of  tbe  troops  must  always  be  crowned  with  gloijr  and  success. 
The  nujor^neral  is  impressed  with  every  assurance  that  the  oflloen 
and  men  aro  so  thoroughly  cooTlnced  of  the  great  advantage  they  hare 
over  the  enemy  in  this  mode  of  fighting,  and  tlieir  great  seal  for  the 
serf  ice,  that  the  preeent  expedition  cannot  fail  of  success  but  do  them 
honor,  and  answer  the  expectations  of  the  cummander>in-chiet,  whose 
opinion  of  these  troops  cannot  be  more  strongly  uianiffsted  than  by 
sending  them  upon  this  emeutial  serYice.  In  case  of  bad  weather,  or 
otlier  accidents,  that  any  of  the  tranaports  should  be  separated  from  the 
fieet  and  fitll  in  with  a  privateer,  so  as  t<i  make  an  escape  impossible, 
which  may  not  be  unlikely,  many  small  tmcs  being  lurking  about  upon 


NEW  BEDFORD. 


65 


the  watch,  the  mi^or-getierftl  detlrM  the  oommandinK  oflloer  of  eech 
timiMport  would  obllice  the  onptiiin  of  theihlp  to  bear  Immediatelj  down 
npon  aneh  privateer,  rannloK  him  directlj  and  withont  delay  on  board, 
the  troope  being  ready  at  the  critical  moment  to  enter  and  take  poe- 
MMlon  of  the  Teewl.  Thla  being  property  done  will  ever  raoceed,  the 
enemy  not  being  aware  of  ench  an  attack,  and  the  troope  eo  raperlor  In 
erery  reepect  to  put  Into  execution. 

"The  commanding  offlcere  are  to  be  aniwerable  that  no  honaei  or 
bame  are  let  on  tire  by  the  eoldlert,  nnlem  by  pftrtlcniar  orders  from 
XiS|o*^*n*'«l  Grey.** 

Earl  Grey's  son  and  successor  in  the  earldom  was  a 
distinguished  statesman  and  cabinet  officer,  and  won 
great  fame  by  carrying  through  the  parliamentary  re- 
form bill  in  1832.  The  present  and  third  earl  has 
also  been  in  the  cabinet. 

Additional  Facts  and  IncidentB.-~At  the  time  of 
the  invasion.  New  Bedford,  Fairhaven,  Acushnet, 
and  Westport  were  all  included  in  the  town  of  Dart- 
mouth. 

No  privateers  were  owned  at  Bedford  in  the  Revo- 
lution, but  the  port  was  the  rendezvous,  especially 
after  Newport  was  taken  by  the  British,  of  a  number 
belonging  in  Boston,  Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut. 
Among  them  was  a  large  sloop  called  the  **  Broom," 
commanded  by  Oapt.  Stephen  Gaboon,  of  Rhode 
Island,  and  carrying  twelve  guns ;  and  the  "  Black 
Snake,"  a  long,  low,  black  schooner,  owned  in  Ck)n- 
necticut,  and  mounting  eight  carriage-guns. 

Capt.  Hacker,  of  privateer  "Providence,"  was 
afterward  a  Hell  Gate  pilot. 

Some  of  the  old  people  used  to  say  that  the  fleet 
moved  over  and  anchored  east  of  Egg  Islands  to  re- 
ceive the  troope  on  board,  where  no  square-rigged 
vessel  ever  went  before  or  since. 

The  ill-fated  John  Andr6  was  an  officer  in  the  New 
Bedford  expedition. 

Russell,  Cook,  and  Trafibrd  were  buried  in  Dart- 
mouth on  the  farm  of  Jediah  Shearman.  The  prem- 
ises are. now  owned  by  the  heirs  of  Philip  Gidley. 

The  battle  of  Rhode  Island  was  just  one  week  pre- 
vious to  the  raid  at  Bedford,  and  this  accounts  for  the 
absence  of  so  large  a  portion  of  the  garrison  at  How- 
land'a  Ferry,  now  known  as  the  Stone  Bridge,  at 
Tiverton. 

Mrs.  Doubleday's  house  was  the  building  now  oc- 
cupied as  a  paint-shop  and  restaurant,  9  and  18  North 
Water  Street. 

The  almshouse,  where  the  artillery  were  quartered, 
was  near  the  corner  of  Sixth  and  Spring  Streets. 

Morgan  Street,  mentioned  by  John  Gilbert  in  his 
statement,  is  now  called  Court  Street. 

Most  of  the  buildings  burned  in  Fairhaven  were  on 
Adams  Street,  east  of  Oxford  village,  and  on  Main 
Street,  north  of  the  junction  of  Adams  Street.  Among 
others  was  a  store  of  Obed  Nye,  grandfather  of  Thomas 
Nye,  Jr.,  of  this  city,  which  contained  a  large  amount 
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of  prize  merchandise.  It  was  on  the  farm  now  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  Nye's  son-in-law,  Mr.  Dana.  It  is  re- 
ported that  a  river  of  molasses  ran  from  the  store 
down  the  street  after  the  casks  were  consumed.  Mrs. 
Nye  took  her  children  and  fled  to  the  woods.  A 
house  belonging  to  a  West  family,  a  short  distance 
south  of  where  G^rge  H.  Taber  now  lives,  was  one 
of  the  buildings  burned. 

The  house  of  Col.  Pope  was  on  the  place  recently 
occupied  by  the  late  Job  Sisson. 

The  old  John  Cooke  house,  one  of  the  oldest  build- 
ings then  standing  in  Fairhaven,  was  burned.  It 
stood  on  the  east  side  of  Adams  Street,  east  of  John 
M.  Howland's  residence. 

Stephen  Hathaway's  house,  mentioned  in  Capt. 
Akin's  collections,  is  now  standing  on  a  hill  east  of 
Main  Street,  a  short  distance  north  of  the  line  be- 
tween Acushnet  and  Fairhaven.  A  store  belonging 
to  Obed  Hathaway,  or  possibly  to  Micah  Hathaway, 
a  short  distance  south  of  this  house,  was  burned. 
Stephen  Hathaway  and  Bartholomew  Taber  were 
grandfathers  of  George  H.  Taber.  Bartholomew 
Taber's  house  was  on  the  spot  where  Josiah  Macy, 
Jr.,  now  lives.  The  school-house  burned  was  where 
George  H.  Taber's  house  now  stands. 

From  the  Head  of  the  River  to  Sconticut  Neck 
there  was  no  choice  of  routes.  Main  Street,  in  Fair- 
haven, had  no  existence  between  Spring  Street  and 
the  junction  of  Adams  Street  north  of  Oxford  vil- 
lage. The  pond  between  Bridge  and  Spring  Streets 
was  then  a  cove  open  to  the  harbor.  The  road  lead- 
ing from  the  Mattapoisett  road,  nearly  opposite  the 
Sconticut  road,  to  Main  Street,  near  the  Acushnet 
town  line,  is  also  a  more  recent  lay-out.  Conse- 
quently the  column  moved  southward  on  Main  Street 
and  Adams  Street  to  Spring  Street,  and  thence  east- 
ward to  the  Neck  road. 

The  house  of  John  Wood's  father,  on  the  spot 
where  Mr.  Wood  now  lives,  was  burned. 

The  farm  of  John  Alden,  mentioned  by  Capt. 
Akin,  is  now  occupied  by  Seth  Alden. 

The  house  of  John  West  was  standing,  until  re- 
cently, on  the  premises  now  owned  by  Boston  Col- 
lege. 

The  re-embarkation  took  place  from  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Daniel  W.  Dean. 

Besides  the  official  statement  of  Gen.  Grey,  there 
is  scarcely  anything  in  existence  of  a  documentary 
nature  written  at  the  time  of  the  hostile  visit  of  the 
British  referring  to  their  destructive  progress  through 
the  town,  and  the  foregoing  account  is  therefore  likely 
to  contain  many  unimportant  errors,  while  the  loca- 
tion of  some  of  the  buildings  destroyed  cannot  be 
fixed. 
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Whaling— The  history  of  tlio  New  England  wKhIo 
fishery  ia  so  interwoven  with  the  history  ol'  New  Bwi- 
toTd  during  the  last  century  that  they  cannot  be  sep- 
arated,  and  no  record  of  the  growth  and  buBineaa  of 
our  town  and  city  can  he  complete  without  it.  Our 
wealth,  our  population,  and  our  progreiw  have  been 
the  frnita  of  this  industry,  aud  our  position  and  fame 
among  tlie  cities  of  the  world  ia  due  to  its  Bucceasful 
prosecution. 

The  first  whaling  by  New  Enghind  men  waa  douht- 
leaa  done  by  the  inhahitanta  of  Cape  Cod.  In  the  rec- 
ords of  Nantucket,  in  1690,  it  ia  written, "  One  Ichabnd 
Paddock  came  from  Cape  Cod  to  instruct  the  people 
in  the  art  of  killing  whales."  In  Edward  Randolph's 
narrative,  written  for  the  Lords  of  Trade  in  October, 
1678,  in  describing  the  resources  of  the  colony  of 
New  Plymouth,  he  says,  '•  And  here  is  made  a  good 
quButily  of  whale  oil,  which  fiah  thoy  tnke  upon  the 
coaals."  The  husineBs  was  then  curried  on  in  bonis 
from  the  shore.  Aa  early  aa  1715  wo  find  the  people 
of  Nantucket  pursuing  the  whales  upon  the  ocean  in 
small  sloops  and  schooners,  making  voyages  of  a  few 
weeks'  duration,  and  bringing  the  blubber  home  and 
trying  out  the  oil  on  shore. 

In  1761  there  were  two  or  three  vessel  a  from  Ap- 
ponagansett  River  engaged  in  this  liflhery.  TiLese 
vessels  were  owned  by  John  Wady  and  Daniel 
Wood.  There  were  at  this  date  one  or  two  veaselfl 
in  this  business  from  the  Acnahnet  River,  owned  by 
Joseph  and  Caleb  Ruaaell.  Up  to  this  time  whales 
were  principally  taken  between  Geoiio's  Bank  and 
the  Capes  of  Virginia,  and  the  voyages  continued 
from  four  to  six  weeks.  Soon  atler  the  whalemen 
extended  their  cruising  grounds  to  the  eastward  of 
the  Newfoundland  coast,  and  the  voyages  were  length- 
ened to  three  months. 

At  first  more  vessels  were  fitted  from  Apponnganaott 
River  than  from  the  Acuahnet,  bnt  soon  the  superior 
advantages  of  our  harbor  became  apparent,  and  the 
Apponaganiett  veasela  were  fitted  here. 

Consider  for  a  moment  the  aspect  of  our  town 
when  these  two  or  three  little  aloopa  were  fitting  for 
their  whaling  voyages.    The  present  aile  of  the  city 


was  a  forest.  There  was  a  "  try-house"  near  the 
shore  (at  the  foot  of  Centre  Street),  and  a  rough  cart- 
way led  through  the  woods  to  the  few  farm-housea  on 
the  County  road. 

The  Kev.  Paul  Coffin,  who  ten  years  later  (July 
21,  1761)  visited  the  place,  thus  describes  it  in  hia 
journal:  "This  day  rode  to  Dartmoulii,  a  apacloua 
town.  Twenty  miles  will  carry  you  through  it, 
liocks  and  oaks  are  over  the  whole  town.  Whortle 
bushes  and  rocks  in  thia  and  the  two  former  [owns  are 
the  sad  comfort  of  the  weary  traveler.  At  aunsetar- 
rived  at  Rev.  West's," 

In  1760  there  commenced  an  immigration  to  this 
locality  which  indicated  that  its  future  was  to  be 
commercial  rather  than  agricultural.  In  thia  year 
Joseph  Ruaaell  sold  an  acre  of  land,  the  firat  sale 
made  from  his  "  800-acre"  homestead  estate,  lo  John 
Loudon.  The  spot  selected  was  a  few  rods  south  of 
Union  Street,  on  Souih  Water  Street,  and  on  it  a  hoiwe 
was  erecleil.  Mr.  Loudon  came  from  IVmbroke.  He 
was  a  calker  by  trade,  and  liis  purpose  in  coming  here 
waa  10  engage  in  ship-huilding.  He  was  followed  by 
Benjamin  Taher,  who  purchased  a  lot  of  land  on  the 
north  of  the  present  Union  Street,  and  built  aahop 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  boai-buitdiug  and 
block-making,  which  trades  he  had  learned  at  Nan- 
tucket. The  same  year  John  Allen,  who  was  a  houae- 
carpenter,  bought  a  lot  on  the  east  aide  of  Swjlh 
Water  Street,  extending  lo  the  river.  Upon  this  he 
built  n  house,  whiuli  waa  anerwards  sold  lo  Jiarsillai 
Myrick,  a  ahip-carpenter. 

The  next  yeftr  (1763)  Gideon  Moaher,'  a  mechanic, 
bought  a  lot  on  the  north  aide  of  Union  and  eaat  sid« 
of  North  Water,  and  erected  a  house  thereon.  The 
same  year  EInathan  Sunipaon,  of  Warehum,  a  black- 
smith, purchased  the  lol  next  north  of  I^udon't. 
ilia  lot  was  bounded  on  the  "  north  and  east  on  land 
lea  for  ways  or  streets."  These  ore  now  known  aa 
Union  and  Water  Streets.  His  north  line  waa  eight 
rods  in  length,  and  his  east  line  four  roda.  and  the 
purchase  money  waa  £6  ISs.  id.  The  early.  *ettle- 
ment  waa  at  the  Four  Corners,  as  it  was  known  and 
called  for  a  hundred  years.  This  was  the  centre  of 
the  young  town. 

I  have  been  somewhat  minute  In  thia  description 
of  the  infaut  settlement,  in  order  that  the  induatrial 
character  of  the  pioneers  might  be  noticed.  The  men 
who  came  hero  in  1760  to  build  up  u  town  were  ma- 
chauius.  Tabcr,  Allen,  Mynek,  Mu>hcr,  and  8ani|)- 
sou  were  industrious  und  uiiterprlslug  uicchunioi,  aud 
their  descendants,  inheriting  their  industry  and  enter- 
prise, have. been  and  are  among  our  worthiest  ci^ceoa. 
We  may  welt  believe  that  the  earneitnesa  of  purpoM 
and  the  devotion  to  their  trades  with  which  theM 
young  mechanics  of  one  hundred  years  ago  sought  to 
improve  their  condition  aflected  in  no  small  degree 
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the  clmnicter  of  our  local  institutionfi.  And  we  look 
back  with  Mitisfaction  to  the  intelligent  and  industri- 
ous clmrncter  of  the  skilled  and  honest  artisans  under 
whose  wise  influence  the  early  settlement  of  our  town 
was  made. 

But  there  was  one  thing  wanting  to  promote  the 
business  of  the  village.  Capital  was  needed.  Joseph 
Russell  had  means,  which  he  used  in  whaling  and 
freighting,  and  which  furnished  moderate  employ- 
ment to  the  villagers.  But  his  wealth  was  not  large, 
and  his  operations  were  necessarily  very  limited. 

The  required  capital,  so  necessary  for  the  activity 
and  growth  of  the  village,  came  in  1765,  when  Joseph 
Rotch,  an  enterprising  merchant  of  great  experience 
and  knowledge  in  mercantile  affairs,  selected  our  har- 
bor as  one  eligible  and  advantageous  for  the  prose- 
cution of  the  whale  fishery.  This  event  was  of  the 
utmost  importance,  and  this  acquisition  of  capital, 
accompanied  with  the  ripe  experience,  clear-headed 
sagacity,  and  skilled  methods  of  this  accomplished 
merchant,  gave  an  impetus  to  our  infant  industry 
which  insured  its  permanence  and  success. 

Mr.  Rotch  purchased  from  Joseph  Russell,  in  1765, 
ten  acres  of  land  in  one  tract,  besides  a  number  of 
smaller  lots  in  different  parts  of  the  town.  The  "ten- 
acre  purchase"  was  from  the  north  side  of  the  Russell 
farm,  and  next  to  the  estate  of  Manasseh  Kempton. 
It  commenced  on  the  shore  where  is  now  Hazzard's 
wharf,  and  its  north  line,  between  William  Street  and 
Elm  Street,  extended  nearly  to  Pleasant  Street  and 
Chenpside.  Its  south  line  was  bounded  by  the  pres- 
ent estate  of  Willard  Sears.  Its  river-front  extended 
from  Central  wharf  to  the  north  line  of  Hazzard's 
wharf. 

Up  to  this  time  the  village  had  no  distinctive 
name ;'  it  was  simply  a  part  of  Dartmouth.  But  now 
its  increasing  importance  rendered  necessary  a  name 
by  which  the  locality  should  be  known.  At  the  sug- 
gestion of  Mr.  Rotch,  and  as  a  .compliment  to  Mr. 
Rnsscll,  although  somewhat  indirect,  the  village  was 
called  *'  Bedford."  About  this  time  there  were  other 
accessions  to  our  business  population.  John  How- 
land  had  moved  into  the  village  from  Apponagansett, 
and  Isaac  Howlaud  (the  senior  of  that  name)  had 
come  from  Newport,  bringing  with  him  considerable 
capital  and  business  enterprise.  The  latter  gentle- 
man resided  in  the  most  elegant  and  expensive  house 

1  Tliat  part  of  Dartmouth  which  becam*  New  Bedford  wh  known  m 
the  Aeuthena  ooantry.  The  YlUiige  which  wu  ftflerwardi  known  m 
Coehnet  (Uie  name  Is  spelled  In  half  a  doxen  difTerent  waye  In  the  old 
records)  formed  one  of  the  three  territorial  divlsuns  of  Dartroonth,  and 
was  thus  reoof  nlaed  for  all  the  purpoeee  of  mnnicipal  arrangements 
and  taxation.  The  other  two  were  Ponagansett  (Oartmonth)  and  Ooak- 
ieU(Weetport). 

"Onshenag**  was  taxed  **for  the  publlcke  chargre  of  the  ooantrey,  as 
they  were  ordered  by  the  Oonrt  for  this  yeare,  respecting  the  officers* 
wages  and  ckarf  •/  Ikt  mmgkhrat§*i  tahU,  £1 10  00.**  This  was  the  terri- 
tory In  the  neighborhood  of  the  Aenshnet  Blver.  "  The  fWrmes  against 
Koad  Iland**  were  also  taxed.  These  **  Otrmee**  were  upon  that  part  of 
the  territory  afterwards  called  Dartmouth  which  bordered  upon  the 
proTlMe  of  Bhode  Islaad.— OM  Obleiqp  fieeerda,  IMl. 


in  the  town.  It  was  built  of  brick,  the  first  of  that 
material  erected  here.  It  was  situated  on  Union 
Street,  and  was  torn  down  when  Cheapside  was  opened. 

The  little  village  of  Bedford  prospered.  Its  indus- 
tries were  successful,  its  population  rapidly  increased, 
and  its  merchants  added  largely  to  their  wealth.  The 
whaling  voyages  had  been  extended  and  new  grounds 
had  been  discovered.  During  the  ten  years  from 
1765  to  1775  the  whaling  fleet  bad  increased  from  two 
or  three  vessels  to  fifty,  which  were  much  larger  and 
of  more  value.  The  vessels  sent  out  to  the  Falkland 
Islands  in  1774  were  fitted  and  owned  here.  It  was 
this  example  of  New  England  daring  and  enterprise 
which  inspired  Burke  in  the  House  of  Commons  to 
utter  that  eloquent  tribute  to  our  victorious  industry 
which  so  often  has  touched  the  pride  and  awakened 
the  enthusiasm  of  the  sons  of  New  Bedford  and  Nan- 
tucket. "  No  ocean,''  says  Burke, "  but  what  is  vexed 
with  their  fisheries,  no  climate  that  is  not  witness  to 
their  toils.  Neither  the  perseverance  of  Holland, 
nor  the  activity  of  France,  nor  the  dexterous  and  firm 
sagacity  of  English  enterprise  ever  carried  this  peril- 
ous mode  of  hardy  enterprise  to  the  extent  to  which 
it  has  been  pushed  by  this  recent  people, — a  people 
who  are  still,  as  it  were,  in  the  gristle,  and  not  yet 
hardened  into  the  bone  of  manhood." 

The  war  of  the  Revolution  not  only  checked  this 
growth,  but  destroyed  almost  entirely  our  business. 
It  was  useless  to  send  vessels  to  sea  with  the  danger 
of  almost  certain  capture ;  and  if  capture  were  avoided 
and  a  cargo  obtained,  with  no  market,  since  the  con- 
sumers in  Europe  could  not  be  reached.  No  town 
suffered  more  from  the  common  hazards  of  the  war, 
nor  by  direct  depredations  of  the  enemy.  Joseph 
Rotch  returned  to  Nantucket  and  remained  there 
until  the  war  closed.  Joseph  Russell  lost  most  of 
his  property,  except  his  real  estate,  and  the  same  was 
true  of  the  other  merchants.  The  great  majority  of 
the  business  men  of  the  village  were  Quakers,  and 
could  not  conscientiously  engage  in  the  privateering 
adventures  which  otherwise,  as  a  seafaring  commu- 
nity, they  would  naturally  have  undertaken.  But 
the  advantages  of  our  harbor  were  recognized  during 
the  war,  and  it  was  found  to  be  a  convenient  port 
from  which  to  fit  out  privateers  and  a  safe  refuge  for 
their  prizes.  There  were  many,  too,  of  our  sailors 
and  citizens  who  were  quite  willing  to  engage  in  this 
hazardous  business,  prompted  both  by  its  rewards  and 
a  desire  to  cripple  the  commerce  of  the  enemy  which 
had  destroyed  their  peaceful  employments.  Before 
the  open  declaration  of  hostilities  between  the  two 
countries,  as  early  as  May,  1774,  exasperated  by  the 
capture  in  Buzzard's  Bay  of  three  vessels  belonging 
to  Sandwich  by  the  British  cruiser  "Falcon,"  a 
schooner  had  been  fitted  out  of  this  harbor,  which 
recaptured  two  of  the  vessels  and  took  as  prisoners 
fifteen  British  officers  and  marines. 

Our  harbor  became  a  rendezvous  for  privateers, 
and  many  prizes  were  brought  here  and  valuable 


cai^oea  landed,  either  to  be  stored  in  our  warehouseg 
or  forwarded  into  the  Interior. 

It  woi  to  punlsb  the  people  of  the  town  for  their 
o&enaea  In  fitting  out  and  harboring  privrvteers,  and 
to  deatroj  the  shipping  and  valuable  itorea  which 
were  ootlected  here,  that  Mnj.-Qen.  Grey,  under 
ordera  from  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  made  the  raid  of 
Bept.  5  and  6, 1778,  which  destroyed  a  large  portion  of 
the  property  of  the  village  and  inflicted  n  blow  which 
crippled  it  for  yeara.  Thia  event,  wliiuh  is  the  moat 
prominent  one  in  our  local  Be voluti unary  hiatory,  ia 
faithfully  portrayed  in  Cliapter  VIII,  in  thia  work. 

But  at  laat  the  war  was  ended.  When  the  newa 
came  to  this  little  village  that  the  ship  "  Bedford." 
Capt.  William  Mooen  maater,  had  arrived  in  llie 
Sowna  on  the  2Sd  day  of  February,  1783,  the  very 
day  of  the  aigning  of  the  preliminary  treaty  of  peace, 
and  had  straightway  proceeded  to  London  with  her 
cargo  offive  hundred  and  eighty-aeven  barrels  of  oil, 
displaying  there  for  the  flrst  time  the  tini(«d  States 
flag,  with  its  Stars  and  Stripes,  then  the  people  of  the 
village  believed  that  peace  with  its  bleasinga  had  come, 
and  they  were  ready  to  b«^in  again  the  work  of  re- 
building the  town.  Thia  ahip  "  Bedford"  waa  built 
by  Ichahod  Thomas  on  North  River,  Pembroke,  and 
delivered  to  Joseph  Botch,  at  Bedford,  Jan.  13, 1772, 
Ha  appears  by  the  receipt,  which  ia  still  extant.  She 
-was  named  by  the  owner  for  bia  adopted  town,  and 
Bailed  from  thia  harbor  before  the  war. 

It  was  a  remarkable  coincidence  that  the  war, 
which  had  been  precipitated  in  the  destruction  of 
the  tea  hi  Boston  Harbor,  thrown  overboard  from  the 
"Dartmouth,"  b  ahip  owned  by  Francla  Botch,  of 
this  same  village,  and  built  in  1767  at  the  foot  of 
Middle  Street,  should  have  associated  with  ita  cloae 
the  advent  in  English  watera  of  the  ahip  "  Bedford" 
as  the  fint  vessel  floating  the  American  flag  in  any 
British  port.  The  names  of  the  mother-town  and  of 
the  village  are  thus  made  memorable  in  oui  Bevolu- 
tionary  history. 

Our  municipal  exietence  as  a  separate  town  oc- 
curred in  1787,  when  both  New  Bedford  and  Weat- 
port  were  bj  acts  of  incoporatioii  aevered  from  the 
old  township  of  Dartmouth. 

To  ahow  how  carefully  our  fathers  protected,  even 
in  their  legislation,  tlie  feelings  of  the  minority  in 
matters  of  domidl  and  local  government,  let  us  quote 
a  aentence  from  the  act :  "  Provided,  neverth^esa,  that 
any  of  the  inhabitants  now  dwelling  on  the  above-de- 
scribed lands,  who  are  or  may  be  still  desirous  of  he- 
longing  to  the  town  of  Dartmouth,  shall  at  any  time 
within  two  years  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  by  re- 
turning their  names  into  the  secretary's  oilice  and 
aignifying  their  desire  of  belonging  to aaid  Dartinoutii, 
have  that  privilege,  and  Hhall,  witli  their  polls  and 
estates,  belong  to  and  be  a  part  of  the  said  town  of 
Dartmouth." 

New  BedTord  was  required  to  pay  all  ita  arrears  of 
Uxea  to  Dartmouth,  and  its  proportionate  part  of  the 


unpaid  beef  tax,  ao  called,  together  with  ita  propor- 
tion of  all  other  debts.  It  was  provided  that  the 
town's  Block  of  powder  and  other  town's  property 
should  he  estimated  and  divided,  and  that  Mew  Bed- 
ford should  pay  to  Dartmouth  for  the  wotkhonae 
standing  within  the  tine  of  New  Bedford. 

The  population  of  New  Bedford,  according  to  the 
neit  census  taken  in  1790,  was  tiiree  thousand  three 
hundred  and  thirteen ;  Dartmouth  had  two  thousand 
four  hundred  and  ninety-nine;  and  Weatiiort,  two 
thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-six. 

The  leading  business  men  of  this  period  were  Wil- 
liam Botch,  6r.,  the  wealthiest  man  of  the  town,  esti- 
mated to  be  worth  over  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, his  son  William  Rotcfa,  Jr.,  and  hia  son-in-law, 
Samuel  Rodman.  Then  followed  tlie  various  mem- 
bers of  Che  Russell  and  Howland  families,  Thomas 
Hazzard,  Jr.,  and  the  Hathawaya,  who  were  all 
"well  to  do."  There  were  othera  without  the  pres- 
tige of  wealth,  but  yet  of  great  influence  in  tlie  town, 
such  as  Caleb  Oongdon  and  Abraham  Smith,  and  uot 
to  he  omitted,  the  Davis  family,  famous  for  its  Quaker 
preachers.  The  wealthy  people  were  models  of  in- 
dustry and  economy;  actuated  by  a  sense  of  duty, 
they  thought  it  necessary  to  show  an  example  of 
iprudence,  diligence,  and  unostentation  to  others,  and 
,their  influence  in  this  regard  was  of  the  greatest 
I  benefit  to  the  community.  Their  style  of  living  waa 
plain  and  rational. 

In  1795  there  was  a  Congregational  meeting-house 
at  the  Head  of  the  River  and  another  in  the  Bedford 
village.  Dr.  West  officiated  at  each  on  alternate 
Sundays. 

At  this  time  there  was  one  doctor,  Ebenezer  Perry, 
the  son  of  a  physician,  nod  called  a  "safe  doctor," 
who  charged  sispence  a  visit.  There  was  only  one 
lawyer  in  the  village,  Tliomaa  Hammond,  rarely 
found  in  bis  office,  and  concerning  whom  tradition 
says  tbat  shooting  and  fishing  were  his  favorite  pur- 
suits. There  was  one  achoolmaster,  Cornelius  Wing, 
and  one  siihoolmistrcKS,  Temperance  Jennings.  Mr. 
Wing  was  preceded  by  William  Sawyer  Wall,  of 
English  birth,  a  person  much  beloved,  and  who  ex- 
erted a  great  influence  in  the  community.  He  waa 
first  and  foremost  in  the  educational  and  scientific 
effbrta  of  tliat  day,  and  hia  name  appears  as  the  first 
president  of  the  Dialectic  Society,  the  earliest  literary 
association  of  the  town,  nud  which  did  much  fur  its 
culture,  rcfiuemeut,  and  scholarship. 

At  the  closeof  the  war  of  the  Revolution  our  people 
sought  to  regain  their  prosperity  and  [;ommercial  im- 
portance, Although  crippled  in  resources  they  were 
not  disheartened,  hut  sought  with  their  old  vigor  to 
re-establish  their  fortunes  by  their  former  pursuits 
upon  the  seas.  They  looked  to  the  broad  oceans, 
common  and  free  to  all  men  as  the  air  itself,  to  yield 
them  rich  harvests  as  they  had  in  the  past. 

But  there  were  other  difficulties  besides  the  replace- 
ment of  the  veaaela  which  had  been  burned  by  the 
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Briiish  or  had  rotted  in  disuse.  The  British  govern- 
ment, fifl  if  to  distress  us  even  after  peace,  imposed  a 
heavy  alien. duty  upon  oil,  which  rendered  it  impos- 
sible to  r6alixe  a  profit  from  the  prosecution  of  the 
business.  Her  policy  was  to  force  this  industry  to 
her  own  harbors.  For  a  time  it  seemed  successful, 
and  many  Nantucket  and  New  Bedford  whalemen 
made  their  voyages  from  English  and  French  ports. 
But  the  persuasiveness  and  address  of  William  Botch, 
8r.,  secured  to  us,  first  from  France  and  then  from 
Qreat  Britain,  the  privilege  of  sending  our  oil  to  those 
countries  free  of  duty,  thereby  enabling  him — as  one 
of  his  biographers  has  said — to  carry  on  the  business 
with  the  highest  profit  and  to  benefit  his  neighbors. 

The  success  which  attended  the  efforts  of  our  citi- 
zens may  be  judged  by  the  statement  of  vessel  ton- 
nage owned  and  sailing  from  this  harbor  in  January, 
1804.  The  total  number  of  registered  vessels  was 
fifty-nine,  amounting  to  thirteen  thousand  six  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one  tons ;  and  of  enrolled  vessels 
there  were  five  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-five 
tons;  making  an  aggregate  of  nineteen  thousand  one 
hundred  and  forty-six  tons.  The  freighting  business 
was  quite  important  at  that  time.  There  were  thirty 
ships  and  brigs,  averaging  two  hundred  tons  burden, 
owned  and  fitted  here,  employed  in  general  freighting, 
making  their  voyages  to  Europe,  South  America,  and 
the  West  Indies. 

But  the  work  of  developing  this  industry  of  the 
whale  fishery  during  the  early  years  of  the  nineteenth 
century  was  slow  and  difficult  The  embargo  came 
and  ruined  many  of  our  merchants ;  and  prior  to  that, 
in  1807,  in  consequence  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  De- 
crees and  the  Orders  in  Council,  there  were  thirty 
ships  laid  up  in  New  Bedford  on  account  of  the 
hazards  attending  them  at  sea. 

There  was  no  marked  improvement  in  this  business 
until  after  the  close  of  the  war  of  1812.  The  politics 
of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Bedford  from  the  close  of 
the  Revolution  to  the  war  of  1812  was  Federalist,  and 
they  had  given  bitter,  decided,  and  partisan  expres- 
sion to  their  opinions  in  opposition  to  this  latter  war. 
This  may  perhaps  have  been  influenced  by  the  severe 
reverses  experienced  in  business.  Many  of  our  ships 
in  the  Pacific  were  captured ;  and  while  a  few  were 
recaptured  by  Porter  and  Downes,  most  of  them  were 
destroyed  or  used  as  transports  by  the  British. 

After  the  termination  of  this  war.  the  whale  fishery, 
especially  as  prosecuted  at  New  Bedford,  advanced 
with  great  rapidity  and  wonderful  success. 

But  before  proceeding  to  the  local  development  of 
this  industry,  I  desire  to  sketch  briefly,  in  chronolog- 
ical order,  the  seas  and  oceans  which  had  been  opened 
in  the  pursuit  of  whales.  As  early  as  1770,  Nantucket 
had  sought  the  "  right"  whale  ofi*  Disco,  in  Green- 
land, going  as  high  as  8P  north  latitude.  In  1774, 
New  Bedford  had  sent  vessels  to  the  Falkland  Islands. 
Id  1784  we  find  our  New  England  whalemen  taking 
aaals  and  whales  around  Patagonia  and  in  the  Southern 


Ocean.  In  1789  they  are  about  Madagascar  and  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  In  1791  the  whaleahipa  entered 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  We  are  told  that  the  vessels  were 
small,  poorly  fitted,  and  insufficiently  prepared  for 
the  long  and  often  boisterous  passages  around  Gape 
Horn.  But  in  one  thing  they  excelled,'— in  the 
character  of  the  men  who  engaged  in  these  perilous 
voyages.  History  cannot  point  to  an  enterprise  prose- 
cuted with  more  vigor  and  courage,  with  more  hardi- 
hood and  intelligence,  than  that  displayed  by  the 
pioneers  in  the  Pacific  whale  fishery.  I  cannot  for- 
bear mentioning  the  name  of  one  whom  you  all  re- 
member ;  for  his  genial,  courteous  manners,  his  kind 
and  obliging  heart,  his  clear  comprehension  and 
prompt  decision  endeared  him  to  us  who  knew  him  in 
his  old  age,  and  assured  us  that  the  commendation 
bestowed  upon  him  seventy  years  ago  for  **  his  pru- 
dence, courage,  and  fortitude"  were  richly  deserved. 
The  whale  fishery  has  produced  many  noble  men,  but 
none  more  praiseworthy  than  that  hero  and  veteran 
of  the  sea,  Edmund  Gardner. 

It  is  asserted  that  the  ship  "  Rebecca,"  of  New  Bed- 
ford, owned  by  Joseph  Russell  &  Sons  and  Cornelius 
Howland,  named  for  Joseph  Russell's  oldest  daugh- 
ter, the  grandmother  of  our  esteemed  fellow-citizen 
Daniel  Ricketson,  was  the  first  American  whaleship 
that  doubled  Cape  Horn.  8he  sailed  from  this  port 
Sept.  28, 1791,  under  command  of  Joseph  Kersey,  and 
returned  with  a  full  cargo  of  sperm  oil,  obtained  on 
the  coast  of  Chili,  on  the  23d  February,  1798. 

In  1800  our  whalers  were  cruising  on  the  coast  of 
Peru  and  around  the  Ghillapagos  Islands.  In  1818 
they  were  on  the  "  Off'-shore  ground."  in  1820  they 
had  captured  whales  on  the  coast  of-  Japan.  In  1886 
our  vessels  were  taking  oil  on  Kodiak,  the  northwest 
coast  of  America;  and  in  1848  the  bark  "Superior," 
of  Sag  Harbor,  Capt  Roys,  passed  through  Behring 
Strait  and  opened  up  to  us  the  vast  wealth  of  the 
Arctic  grounds. 

There  are  many  incidents  connected  with  the  earlier 
voyages  which  deserve  a  permanent  record,  and  the 
narrative  would  prove  an  entertaining  one.  I  will 
recall  one  or  two  of  the  "  good  voyages,"  as  they  were 
called,  of  forty  years  ago.  In  October,  1888,  the  ship 
"  William  Hamilton,"  of  New  Bedford,  owned  by  I. 
Howland,  Jr.,  &  Co.,  commanded  by  William  Swain, 
brought  home  a  cargo  of  four  thousand  and  sixty 
barrels  of  sperm  oil;  her  entire  catch  during  the 
voyage,  including  the  shipment  from  the  Western 
Islands  on  her  passage  out,  being  four  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eighty-one  barrels  of  sperm  oil. 

Capt.  Daniel  Wood,  remembered  by  many  in  this 
audience,  a  fine  specimen  of  our  whaling-masters, 
whose  clear  judgment  and  impartial  decisions  fitted 
him,  after  active  service  upon  the  ocean,  to  act  as 
port  warden  in  settlements  between  owners  and  under- 
writers, brought  to  New  Bedford  in  the  year  1888,  in 
the  old  ship  "  Braganza,"  nearly  four  thousand  bar- 
rels of  sperm  oil ;  and  George  B.  Worth,  another  of 
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those  generous,  large-hearted  old  Bailors,  brought  in 
the  "MagDolift"  to  her  owners  three  thousand  four 
hundred  and  fifty-one  barrels.  But  in  thoRe  days  or 
large  "  catch"  t))ere  were  low  prices. 

In  the  prosecution  of  the  whale  fishery  New  Bed- 
ford has  surpassed  all  other  places  timt  have  engaged 
in  the  buBJaeas,  and  her  increase  in  wealth  from  thia 
cause  was  rapid  and  large.  From  the  year  1820  until 
the  year  1367  her  prosperity  and  her  accumulation  of 
wealth  were  coutinuoua  almost  without  eiceplion. 

Space  will  not  permit  the  detail  of  figures  showing 
this  wonderful  increase  of  material  prosperity.  A 
few  must  serve  to  illustrate  our  progress, — 

At  this  last-named  date  New  Bedford  was  the  fourth 
tonnage  district  in  the  United  States, — New  York, 
Boston,  and  New  Orleans  alone  exceeding  it.  There 
was  more  than  double  the  amount  of  registered  ton- 
nage owned  in  Mew  Bedford  that  there  was  in  Phlla- 

During  the  year  1644  there  were  brought  into  New 
Bedford,— 

ei>*nsall~..n. ~..^.~^... ~..    H.SW iKiTBti. 

Wluli  oil.. „ _ lOi.Wi     " 


which  at  the  pricea  of  that  time— low  as  compared 
with  the  present — yielded  a  totnl  value  for  the 
whaling  of  the  year  of  13,063,324.16. 

About  this  time  our  people  thought  that  the  popu- 
lation, business,  and  commercial  importance  of  the 
town  entitled  it  to  receive  the  municipal  organization 
of  a  city,  and  New  Bedford  received  its  city  charter 
in  1847.  The  town  government  had  existed  sixty 
years.  The  population  had  increased  from  three 
thousand  to  flfteen  thousand,  Fairhaven,  which  had 
been  organized  as  a  separate  town  in  1812  from  the 
territory  of  New  Bedford,  had  at  this  date  a  popu- 
lation exceeding  four  thousand,  which  swelled  the 
aggregate  of  population  residing  upon  the  original 
territorial  limttt  to  over  nineteen  thousand. 

The  whaling  industry  of  New  Bedford  reached  ita 
highest  point,  in  capital,  in  vessels,  and  tonnage,  in 
1857.  Ita  fleet  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
■hips  and  whaling  outfits  was  worth  more  than  twelve 
million  of  dollars  and  required  ten  thousand  seamen. 

The  largest  importations  of  oil  and  bone  were  in 
1861  and  1863.  The  quantities  of  eai;h,  with  the  prices 
realized  from  their  sale,  were  as  follows ; 
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I  have  mentioned  the  prominent  merchants  wlio 
were  identified  with  the  proseculion  of  the  whale 
fishery  in  its  earlier  years.  There  are  qther  names 
which  should  not  be  omitte«i,  since  tlie  men  who  took 
the  places  of  the  pioneers  achieved  much  of  the  suc- 
cess. John  Avery  Parker,  Oeorge  Howland,  Isaac 
Howland,  Jr.,  Humphrey  Hathaway,  John  and  Jame« 
Howland,  and  William  C.  Nye  were  men  of  great 
business  sagacity,  financial  skill,  painstaking  indus- 
try, and  unquestioned  integrity.  The  large  fortunes 
left  heliind  by  many  of  them  show  how  fully  these 
qualities  had  been  exercised  and  how  abundantly 
rewarded.  From  1824  to  1830  there  were  now  count- 
ing-rooms opened,  representing  what  was  then  called 
the  "middling  interest,"  and  occupied  by  Abraliam 
Barker,  David  R.  Greene,  Joseph  Bourne,  Alfred 
Gibbs,  and  others.  These  men  boldly  claimed  a  share 
of  the  whaling  business,  and  aided  materially  in 
making  ita  progress  continuous  and  rapid.  We  have 
also  active  whaling  merchants  of  the  present  day, 
possessing  the  venturesome  business  enterprise  of 
their  predecessors. 

Two  events,  although  comparatively  recent,  must 
be  mentioned  in  order  lo  render  complete  the  history 
of  our  fishery, — the  depredations  by  the  rebel  cruisers 
during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  and  the  loss  of  our 
Arctic  fleet  in  1871. 

Early  in  our  civil  war  the  torch  of  the  rebel  cruisers 
carried  dismay  in  our  whaling  flecls.  In  the  summer 
of  1862  the  Confederate  steamer  "Alabama,"  under 
command  of  Admiral  Scmmea,  in  the  ricinily  of  the 
Azores,  burned  many  of  our  vessels,  and  during  the 
war  the  "Florida"  and  "Sumter"  added  to  the  de- 
struction. But  the  great  toss  occurred  in  June,  1865, 
when  the  "Shenandoah,"  having  recruited  ut  Mel- 
bourne for  an  Arctic  cruise,  entered  Into  Behring 
Strait.  Here  the  unsuspecting  whalemen,  pursuing 
their  vocation  omid  the  ice  and  fogs  of  that  froxea 
region,  were  suddenly  met  by  a  danger  whicli  they 
could  neither  resist  nor  avoid.  This  armed  steamer, 
the  "Shenandoah,"  OapL  Wuddell,  was  in  their 
midst,  and  the  work  of  destruction  was  rapid  and 
thorough.  Twenty-five  ships,  most  of  them  of  largo 
size,  were  captured  and  burned,  besides  four  others 
captured  but  bonded  by  the  privateer  for  the  purpose 
of  furnishing  transportation  to  some  friendly  port  for 
the  eight  hundred  sailor  prisoners,  who  with  sad 
hearts,  fifteen  thousand  miles  from  home,  had  seen 
their  burning  ships,  with  the  products  of  their  toil 
and  danger  and  tlieir  prospective  hopes  of  success, 
sinking  beneath  tlie  waves. 

Among  the  incidents  of  this  rebel  raid  should  be 
mentioned  the  praiseworthy  action  of  Capt,  Ebenezer 
Nye,  of  the  "  Abigail,"  after  the  loss  of  his  ship,  in 
saving,  as  far  as  possible,  the  fleet  from  destruction. 
The  "Milo"  had  been  captured  and  bonded,  and  had 
recelveil  on  board  a  large  nninhor  of  prisoners.  Dur- 
ing the  foUowiug  night  Capt.  Nye  organized  an  ex- 
pedition of  two  boats,  and  at  ear)^  dawn  left  the 
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"  Milo."  While  the  "  Shenandoah"  was  pursuing  her 
piratical  work,  these  brave  men,  following  along  the 
fields  of  ice,  pulled  north  in  their  open  boats  one 
hundred  and  eighty  miles,  and  there  found  a  number 
of  defenseless  whalers,  giving  them  the  information 
which  saved  them  from  capture.  It  was  a  gallant  act, 
prompted  by  the  humanity  and  executed  with  the  cool 
determination  of  the  hardy  sailors. 

Fifty  whaling  vessels  were  captured  by  the  rebel 
cruisers,  of  which  forty -six,  with  outfits  and  cargoes, 
were  burned.  Of  this  number  twenty-eight  sailed 
from  and  were  owned  in  New  Bedford.  The  loss  of 
ships  and  outfits  belonging  here  exceeded  one  million 
of  dollars,  and  of  oil  and  bone  on  board  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

Following  is  a  list  of  whaling  vessels  destroyed  by 
the  "  Alabama"  and  other  rebel  cruisers  during  the 
Bebellion,  with  the  amount  of  oil  on  board.  All  ex- 
cept the  first  three  named  were  captured  by  vessels 
fitted  out  from  the  British  dominions. 


1801. 


Schooner  John  Adanui,  Provtncetown) 
Schooner  Monnald,  **  >• . 

BriffFwuM,  **  J 


Sperm.  Whale. 
Bbli.    Bbli. 


216 


IMS. 

Ship  BeiUmnin  Tucker,  New  Bedford....! 360 

Berk  Hwd  Dodge,  **  ^leen 

Berk  Klleha  Donl«r,  **  •* 

Ship  Levi  Starbock,  •* ** 

Berk  Vlrflnle,  "  " 

Ship  Ooeen  Rorer,  Mettapoleett 710 

Schooner  Altamehii,  fippjcen cleen  

Ship  Ocmulgee,  Bdnrtown 26U 

Schooner  Cooreer,  ProTlnoetown cleen  

Schooner  Weether-Oece,  Prorlnoetown **      

Berk  Alert,  New  London « •«      


60 


1310 


60 


18S3. 


Berk  LeAijelte,  New  Bedford 170 

Berk  Nye.                   "           360 

Schooner  KIngflahfr,  Felrheven 170 

Brig  Kate  Oory,  \\  estpiirt 166 

Schooner  Blend,  ProTlnoetown 76 


160 
10 


920 


1864. 


Bark  Bdward,  New  Bedford 

Bark  Oolconda,         **  


1866. 


1037 
1087 

80 


u 


320 
276 


Berk  Abigail,  New  Bedford 

Ship  Brunswick,  New  Bedford 
Bark  Oongrera,  ** 

Ship  Knpliratee, 
Berk  G)  |iei*j. 
Ship  Hector, 
Ship  illllman. 

Ship  iMae  lIuwbiiHl,  New  Bedford ISO 

Baik  laabelia,  ••  

Btork  Jlreh  Swin,  ••  

Bark  Martha  (2d),  •• 

ShlpNaMQ,  -  ^ 

Bark  Nlmnid.  ••  

Ship  Sotihia  Thornton,       ** oleen  

Berk  Waverly,  "  « 60 

Ship  William  Thompson,  New  Bedford 

Bark  Vavurite,  Palrhaven 800 

Bark  Covington,  Warren ^.... 

Bark  Qitberlncy  New  London 

Ship  General  Wllliame,  New  London 

Bark  Bdward  Oirejr,San  Fmndaoo 876 

BHg  Siiean  Abigail, .         **  clean  

Bark  William  0^N7^       " 

Bark  llanrcet,  llonolnin 800 

Bark  Pearl,  ••        clean  


••••••••     •••••• 


160 


100 
660 

760 


200 

300 

200 

60 

200 
480 
300 
400 
200 
100 
110 

»••••• 

400 
260 
200 
100 
200 
XOO 


160 


1710        4100 


Sperm.  Whale. 

Bble.  Bbla. 

26  New  Bedford  Tcneli 2742  4160 

2  Falrhavra  Yeaaale » 470  tlO 

1  Mattapoieett  vokael 710  60 

1  Slpplcan  Teearl ^ clean  «..«. 

1  Waetport  veaael 166 

1  HGganown  ▼ceaei......... ••....•••••.......•......•....•.....»•.•.••    xou  ...••« 

0  Prorlncetown  Temele „ 290       

1  Warren  roetel ». 100 

3  New  Jjondon  Temels 400 

3  San  Franciaco  Tfsaela 276  160 

2  llonolnin  vaaaele »..    800  ...m. 

46  Teewle « 6102       6060 

But  the  most  memorable  of  all  the  disasters  which 
have  attended  this  perilous  business  was  that  of  Sep- 
tember, 1871,  when  in  a  single  day  thirty-three  ships 
were  abandoned  in  the  Arctic  Ocean,  hopelessly 
crushed  or  environed  in  the  ice.  This  large  fleet  of 
the  most  costly  ships  in  the  service,  caught  between 
the  jaws  of  the  ice  floes,  drifted  with  the  westerly 
gales  until  the  immense  fields  of  ice  reached  the 
shore,  when  they  were  crushed  like  egg-shells.  It 
was  a  sad  and  terrible  calamity,  not  merely  in  its  loss 
of  property,  but  more  in  the  hardship  and  suffering 
of  twelve  hundred  shipwrecked  men.  Hemmed  in 
by  the  ice  which  lines  the  shores  of  a  barren  country, 
where  neither  food  nor  fuel  could  be  obtained,  these 
men  well  knew  that  if  driven  upon  the  beach,  ten  or 
eleven  dreary  winter  months  must  elapse  before  as- 
sistance could  reach  them,  and  that  in  the  long  inter- 
val death  would  come  to  most  of  them  by  starvation 
or  cold.  In  their  peril  an  expedition  of  three  boats 
was  fitted  out  under  command  of  Capt.  Frazier,  of 
the  **  Florida,"  to  go  south  over  the  ice,  and  if  possible 
find  vessels  in  the  open  6ea.  The  written  appeal  for 
relief  which  these  shipwrecked  captains  sent  to  who- 
ever it  might  reach  was  Aill  of  touching,  pathetic 
eloquence.  It  was  the  appeal  of  brave  men  in  dis- 
tress to  brave  men  who  could  realize  the  fearful  peril. 

A  toilsome  and  anxious  journey  of  seventy  miles 
between  packs  of  ice  brought  the  little  expedition  to 
the  open  sea  south  of  Icy  Cape,  and  there  the  sight 
of  ships  gladdened  their  hearts.  It  needed  no  appeal 
for  succor,  no  promise  of  reward,  for  the  warm  hearts 
of  brother-sailors  were  ready  to  save  their  comrades, 
although  at  the  heavy  loss  of  an  abandonment  of  their 
own  voyages  and  the  earnings  of  a  year.  Capt.  Fra- 
zier returned  to  the  wrecks  off  Point  Belcher  with  the 
joyous  tidings  of  relief,  and  these  twelve  hundred 
men,  taking  with  them  in  boats  such  provisions  as 
they  could  carry,  made  their  way  over  and  through 
the  ice  fields  to  the  rescuing  vessels  without  the  loss 
of  one  of  their  number. 

Of  the  thirty-three  vessels  crushed  or  abandoned, 
twenty-two  belonged  in  New  Bedford,  and  were  val- 
ued, with  outfits,  without  the  oil  and  bone  on  board, 
at  one  million  and  ninety. thousand  dollars. 

-Whaling  reached  its  culminating  point  in  1866  or 
1857.  Since  then  it  has  declined,  and  now  our  fleet 
numbers  only  about  one-third  of  the  vessels  it  once 
did.  There  have  been  disasters  in  connection  with 
this  pursuit.  The  captures  by  the  English  in  the  war 
of  1812,  the  captures  by  rebel  cruisers,  and  the  loss 
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of  the  Arctic  fleet  were  heavy  blows.  Natural  cauaes, 
which  need  not  be  mentioned,  have  led  to  its  depres- 
sion, almost  to  its  downfall.  But  the  historical  fact 
which  interests  us  is  that  New  Bedford  has  been  built 
up  by  the  whale  fishery.  A  large  share  of  the  wealth 
of  to-day  comes  from  this  source.  It  has  made  our 
community  what  it  is. 

This  large  accumulation  of  wealth  has  been  obtained 
by  the  well-directed  enterprise  and  persevering  in- 
dustry of  the  people  of  New  Bedford,  and  belongs  to 
the  people  of  New  Bedford.  The  capital  of  non-resi- 
dents has  not  aided  us.  It  has  been  drawn  from  the 
broad  fields  of  the  ocean  with  much  toil  and  manifold 
dangers,  with  perils  from  the  ice  and  fogs  and  storms 
of  frozen  regions,  and  exposure  and  disease  under  the 


hot  burning  sun  of  the  equator.  It  has  been  a  cre- 
ation of  wealth  by  the  skill  of  the  merchant  and  the 
hardy  daring  of  the  sailor,  and  not  a  mere  exchange 
of  wealth.  Without  surveys  of  the  seas  and  bays 
which  it  made  its  cruising-grounds, — for  our  brave  sea- 
men went  in  advance  of  exploration, — without  boun- 
ties, without  aid  from  government,  but  contributing 
largely  to  it  in  its  consumption  of  dutiable  articles, 
and  overcoming  European  competition,  the  people  of 
New  Bedford  obtained  the  control  of  the  whale  fish- 
ery, and  made  their  city  the  great  whale-oil  market 
of  the  world.  Few  parallels  can  be  found  in  this  or 
any  country  of  such  successful  enterprise. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  vessels  from  New  Bedford 
in  the  whaling  fishery  in  1882 : 


tVB  Mmd*. 


A.  R.  Tooker,  tork , 

Abm.  Barker,  iMurk 

Abbi«  Bradford,  tehooDtr , 

Ad«lia  ObsM,  aolioonar , 

Ad«lin«  Qibba,  Urk 

Alloa  Knowlea,  bark 

Alaska,  bark 

Andrew  Uloka,  bark 

Arnulda,  bark 

AUaotlo,  bark 

Attloboro*,  bark 

Bart  Goaaold,  l4urk......  •. , 

Balradera,  •toamar 

Bartba,bark 

Oaltb  Satoo,  Mhooiiar.. 

OAlirornia 

Oauton,  bark 

Oapa  Horn  Pigifoo,  bark.. 

OharlM  W.  Xorgaa,  bark 

Charlflt  W.  Movm,  Mlioonor.. 
Glearu,bark. 


OoiQ.  Morria.  bark 

Daedamooa,  bark..... 

B.  B.  OoBwall,  toboonar — 
Sllen  Bodman,  Mhoonar... 

B.  B.  PhilUpa,  bark.. 

BUia,  bark... 

BUaa  Adama .». 

K.  H.  Adama,  brig 

Burupa,  l«rk... ».... 

Falooii,  bark 

Viannia  Bjmra,  icboooar.. 

flaatwing,  bark~ 

Franola  A.  Bantow,  brig».. 

Franklin,  lohoonar 

Gay  Haad,  bark.. 

Qaaalla,  bark... 

Gaorga  and  Mary*  bark..... 

Gaorga  and  Samin,  bark...... 

Golden  Oltj.  ■chooner«.....M.. 

Groybunud,  bark..... 

Halan  Mar,  bark.!.... 

Hereulaa,  bark 

Hope  On,  bark 

Horatio , 

Hnntar,  hark... , 

laaballa,  brig.^ 

J.  A.  Howland,  bark 
Jamca  Allan,  bark. 

Jamoa  Arnold.,...,... 

Jtrab  Perry.. ,...»... 

Jobu  Ottnrar,  bark m... 

Jobn  Dawton,  bark*. 

John  Howland,  bark 

Jobn  P.  Wtdt,  baric. 

Jobn  and  Wintbrop,  bark 

Joaephina,  bark„ 

Kathlaan,  bark.....^ 

Lagoda,  bark». 

Laucar,  bark 

Lottie  B.  Cook,  eebooner.. 

Loulaa.  bark 

LnoreCIa,  eteamer... 

Lydla.  bark... , 

Mabel,  bark. 

Mara,  bark-.'. 

Mary  and  Helen,  itcamer. 
Mary  and  Buaan,  bark..... 

MatUmlaett,  bark 

M.  B.  Simmona,  acbooner. 


••eeaeeee •••••• 


■  ••eeeeeae 


eee«*e«eee*eeae 


•eeee  ••••••• 


«e*ae«e*e*e*»tteee    •••••eeee 


Tonnage. 


•♦• 


145 
380 
115 
85 
327 
802 
347 
303 
340 
291 
179 
365 
440 

in 

110 
387 
239 
212 
314 
112 
226 
338 
236 

91 

73 
155 
296 
408 
107 
323 
285 

66 
828 
128 

17 
265 
273 
105 
848 

85 
178 


811 
173 
849 
855 
138 
855 
848 
846 
816 
819 
173 
884 
853 
888 
385 
206 
871 
295 
82 
308 
312 
329 
188 
256 
506 
327 
110 
105 


Master. 


Qlfford. 
Smith.. 
Dyer.... 


Reed 

Potter. 

Fisher .., 

Hicks 

Jones 

Mitchell.... 

Lavera 

Poole 

Adams 

Gifford 

Glfford 

Brigbtman. 
Sherman.... 

Kelley 

Keith 

Boee 


Winslow.. 

Davis 

Oosta 

GIflord 

Francis... 
Murray... 
Howland. 

Allen 

Baker. 


Silra.. 

Heppingstone. 

need.... 

Avery 

Orapo 

Ludlow 

Sherman 

Knowles 


Allen. 

Bauldnr.... 
Molnnls.... 

Borden 

Morse 

Bamea...... 

Bloasom.... 

Pennlman. 

Lake 

OhasaM. 

Chase 

Smith 

Warren..... 

Green 

Smith 

SUWerick.. 

Long 

Howland .. 

Lewis 

Lewis 

Vera 

Koon 

Mellen 

Frailer 

Kell«y 


Smith 

Darker... 
Stickuey. 
Maudly... 


Agents  Name. 


Joseph  A  William  B.  Wing.. 
Joseph  A  William  B.  Wing... 

Jonathan  liourue 

Loum  Snow  A  Son.. 

Juuatbau  Bourne 

John  P.  Knowles  (2d) 

Jonathan  Bourne 

Andrew  Hicks. 

Loum  Snow  A  Son 

Joseph  A  William  B.  Wing-. 

William  Lewis 

John  F.  Tucker  A  Oo.. 

William  Uwis. 

John  F.  Tucker  A  Oo.  .; 

Charles  C.  Pierce 

John  F.  Tucker  A  Cu» 

John  F.  Tucker  A  Co 

WlllUm  Putter  (2d) 

Joeepb  A  William  R.  Wing... 

John  McCullough 

John  P.  Knowles  (2d) 

Aiken  A  Swift 

Aiken  A  Swift 

Henry  Clay  A  Co.. 

Doane  A  Co 

John  McCullouffh 

Jonathan  Bourne 

Taber,  Gordon  A  Co 

Willinni  Lewis 

Aiken  A  Swift. 

Thuuiiis  Knowles  A  Co 

Joseph  Olivcra 

Joeeph  A  Willliim  B.  Wing... 

Philip  H.  lieed 

Henry  Clay  A  Co 

John  P.  Knowles  (2d) 

Swilt  A  Allen 

Jonathan  Bourne 

Aiken  A  Swilt.. 

Henry  Clay  A  Co.. 

Abbott  P.  Smith 

Swift  A  Allen„ „.... 

Aiken  A  Switt.. 

Gilbert  a  Borden 

Taber.  Gordon  A  Co 

Jonathan  Bourne 

William  Lewis 

Aiken  A  Swift. 

Gilbert  Allen 

T^ber,  Gordon  A  Co.. 

Aiken  A  Swift... 

Thomas  Knowles  A  Co. 

Joeeph  A  Wliihim  R.  Wing.. 

Ivory  II.  Bartlett  A  Sons 

Simeon  N.  West.. 

John  P.  Knowles  (2d) 

Aiken  A  Swift. 

Joe«ph  A  William  R.  Wing... 

Jonathan  Bourne. 

William  Lewis 

Joeeph  Vera. 

Ivory  U.  Bartlett  A  Sons... 

William  Lewia. 

William  Baylies. 

William  Lewis. 

Charies  0.  Pierce 

William  Lewis 

Ivory  H.  Bertlett  A  Sons. 

Abbott  P.  Smith 

Loum  Snow  A  Son... 


Date  ef  Sailing. 


April  18, 1880. 
Oct.  26, 1875. 
June  15, 1882. 
In  port 
Dec  15, 1880. 
June  10, 1879. 
Se|>t.  14, 1880. 
Oct.  25, 1881. 
May  8, 1881. 
Nov.  2, 1880. 
Oct.  20, 1880. 
April  2:1, 1881. 
Aug.  17, 1880. 
Aug.  28, 1882. 
Nov.  1, 1879. 
May  20, 1881. 
Sept.  12, 1878. 
Aug.  24, 1880. 
July  13, 1881. 
Oct.  82, 1881. 
In  port. 
April  5, 1881. 
May  30, 1882. 
Nov.  12, 1880. 
June  8,1881. 
Mey  24, 1881. 
May  28, 1874. 
Sept.  17, 1879. 
Sept.  28, 1880. 
April  7,  1880. 
In  port. 
April  24, 1882. 

Nov.  6,  isn. 

April  20. 1881. 
June  19,  1882. 
Dec.  6. 1881. 
May  11, 1880. 
May  20,  1881. 
Oct.  25, 1881. 
Oct.  i:t,  1881. 
May  14, 1879. 
July  6, 1870. 
Oct.  14, 1879. 
Oct.  19, 1881. 
Oct.  25, 1881. 
Sept  2U,  1875. 
June  13, 1888. 
Sept.  14, 1881. 
Sefit.  7, 1881. 
Oct  8, 1878. 
Sept  1,1879. 
May  18, 1880. 
June  12, 1870. 
Deo.26,18n. 
May  24. 1882. 
April  10, 1881. 
Oct.  7,  1880. 
May  5, 1880. 
April  II,  1888. 
June  20, 1882. 
May  25, 1882. 
Sept  29, 1881. 
Deo.  17. 1881. 
Nov.  28, 1880. 
Sept  13, 1881. 
In  port 
Aug.  15. 1882. 
Oct  0, 1881. 
Oct.  2«i,  1881. 
Oct  17, 1881. 
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!*■  Nam*. 


M«rlln.  iMurk.^.......^ 

Marauud,  Imrk 

milon^ 

llliienra,  bwrk 

MornlnK  Star,  bark.^ 

Napoleon,  barlL 

Miicar. 

Northarn  Light,  bark.~.... 

Morth  Star,  Ununtr^ 

Oc«aii,  bark « 

Ohio,  Urk 

Ohio  (2d),  bark 

Osiiray,  liark < 

Pnlmetlo,  Imrk , 

Pedro  Varala,  aohoonar.^.. 

Petrel,  bark 

Plooeer,  bark^ 

Platina,  bark.^ 

PreaidoDt  (2d),  bark 

Progreaa,  bark 

Balnbow,  bark 

Reindeer,  bark 

Booaeean.  barlc^M***.  ••«••.. 

Sea  Fox,bark^ 

Sea  Banger,  bark.~ 

Seine,  bark^ 

StaflTonl,  bark 

Stambool,  bark.^ 

Snnbeaiu,  bark 

Sarprlae,  echooner^ 

Swallow,  bark 

Tamerlane,  liark 

Triton,  bark 

Trttpio  Bird,bark.~ 

Union,  ichofiner 

Vamnin  H.  Hill,  brig 

Wanderer,  bark 

Ware,  liark 

Wllllem  Wilaon,Bcliooner, 
Toang  Phoenix 


Tonnage. 


246 
273 
37:1 
337 
238 
822 
412 
38ft 
489 
288 
206 
:wa 
17:< 
216 

90 
257 
228 
214 
123 
358 
3M 
357 
305 
166 
273 
234 
156 
260 
255 

5:1 
326 
372 
204 
145 

66 
126 
803 
150 

92 
365 


Maater. 


Allen 

Allen 

Potter 

Tliompaon 

Campbell. 

Owen 

Lewie. 

Benten 

Ellle 

Herrick.... 

Tripp 

Hlcketaon. 
Claghnrn.. 

Chaee 

Oilb<*rt 

Tripp 

Ooffan 

BHker 

WIcka. 

GlfToH , 

Holmee.... 
Macomber 

King 

Keennn 

Monlton..., 

Crapo 

Sherman... 

Chiicie".'.*..*! 

Stanton 

Fcwier 

Sllvft 

BfcLaiie ..., 

Lapham.... 


Agent*i  Name. 


John  F.  Tucker  A  Co 

Andrew  Hlcka... 

Talier.  Oordon  &  Co... 

John  McGnllongh 

JoahuaaHltch 

Jonathan  Bonnie 

Taber,  Gordon  A  Co- 
Jonathan  Bourne 

William  Lewie 

iTurj  H.  Bartlett  &  Sona. , 

Lonm  Snow  A  Son 

Aiken  A  Swift... 

Swift  A  Allen , 

John  F.  Tiieker  A  Co 

Gilbert  Allen 

Thomaa  Knowlee  A  Go 

Gilbert  Allrn 

John  F.  Tucker  A  Go 

Tioum  Snow  A  Son 

iTory  II  Hartlett  A  Sona 

iTory  H.  Bartlett  A  Sona 

Aiken  *  Swift 

Aiken  A  Swift 

John  P.  Knowlre  (2d).. 

iTory  H.  Bartlett  A  Sona 

John  P.  Knowlee  (2d).. 

Joeeph  A  Wlliinm  R.  Wing.- 

Joehua  0.  Hitch 

Joeeph  A  William  R.  Wing... 

Robert  O.  Ghorchlll 

Aiken  *  Swift 

iTory  H.  Bartlett  A  Sons 

Joeeph  *  William  R.  Wing.„ 

Stanton  A  Hamblin 

Henry  Clay  A  Co 

John  McGnllongh 


e*«*a«e«  ••• 
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John  P.  Knowlee  (2d). 

Thomas  Knowlee  A  Co.... 

Wlllliim  N.  Church 

iTory  H.  Barlett  A  Sons.. 


Data  of  Sailing. 


Nov.  17, 1881. 
June  1, 1880. 
Oct  6, 1880. 
Feb.  14, 1881. 
In  port. 
In  port 
In  port. 
Sept.  22, 1880. 
Aog.  2, 1881. 
May  S2, 1879. 
Not.  1, 1881. 
Dec.  13, 1881. 
May  4, 1880. 
June  8, 1880. 
April  8, 1881. 
Oct  19. 1880. 
Aug.  17, 1880. 
Aug.  31, 1882. 
July  18, 1881. 
In  port. 
Jan.  21, 1875. 
April  12, 1881. 
Jnne  6, 1882. 
June  27, 1882. 
Jnne  4, 1879. 
July  tt,  1880. 
Sept.  3, 1879. 
Nov.  12, 1881. 
July  25, 1882. 
June?,  1881. 
Oct.  16. 1878. 
In  port. 
May  3, 1882. 
Sept  29, 1881. 
Jan.  80, 1882. 
Sept  29, 1880. 
Aog.  29, 1888. 
In  port  ■ 
In  port 
Deo.  6, 1881. 


There  are  now  but  about  fifteen  hundred  barrels  of 
crude  Southern  whale-oil  in  the  country,  the  only 
holders  being  J.  &  W.  R.  Wing,  I.  H.  Bartlett  & 
8on8,  and  Taber,  Gordon  &  Co.,  all  of  New  Bedford, 
besides  one  small  lot  in  Provincetown.  This  is  used 
to  a  considerable  e.xtent  for  oiling  stock  in  cordage- 
works.  Northern  whale-oil  is  almost  as  scarce,  the 
holders  being  J.  &  W.  R.  Wing,  Jonathan  Bourne, 
and  Swift  &  Allen,  of  New  Bedford,  and  Hernan 
Smith,  of  Boston,  with  a  total  of  about  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  barrels.  Mr.  Smith's  oil,  some  two 
hundred  and  fifty  barrels,  has  been  on  hand  about  ten 
years. 

CHAPTER    X. 

NEW   BEDFORD.— (Cb«itinN«<f.) 

KOOLESIASTICAL  HISTORY. 

first  Congregational  Society,  Unitarian  Church— The  North  Congrega- 
tional Church— The  Trinitarian  Chnreh — First  Baptist  Church- The 
North  Baptist  Clinrch— The  Second  Baptist  Church— Salem  Baptist— 
Ooanty  Street  Methodiet  Bpiaoopal  Chnreh — ^The  Front  Street  Metho- 
dist Bplaoopal  Church — Allen  Street  Methodist  Bpiecopal  Church — 
Plcaaant  Street  Methodist  Bplsoopal  Chnreh— African  Methoilist  Epis- 
copal SUnn— African  Methodiat  Rpiaropal  Bethel— Grace  Chnreh— St 
Jamca*  Chnreli— North  Chrletlnn  Church— Middle  Street  Cliristian 
Chnreh— Soath  Christian  Olinrch— OhrlstlNn  Union  Chnreh— Spruce 
Street  ChriaUan— The  Unirenalist  Cliuroh— Society  of  Friend*— Sen- 
man^  Bethel— Roman  CathollcChnrchea—Portngiieee  Church— How- 
land  Chapel— Second  Adrent  Church— Union  Clinrch,  PlainTllle— 
Olirat  Chapel— Rockdale  Union  Free  Cliapel  Anodation— Misslonnry 
Ohi^iel— Bztlnet  Oharohes:  Paeiflo  Cliurrh,  Tliird  Cliristian,  Caii- 
DonTllla  Union  Ctioreh,  Mount  Pleasant  Church. 

First  Congregational  Society  (Unitarian).— The 
Tillage  at  the  Head  of  the  River,  now  called  Acunhuet, 


antedates  New  Bedford  by  half  a  century.  As  it  was 
in  early  times  the  centre  of  population  and  business, 
religious  services  were  first  held  there,  and  as  New 
Bedford  became  settled  its  residents  were  in  the  habit 
of  going  up  to  the  Head  of  the  River  to  attend  wor- 
ship. But  in  the  course  of  timei  owing  to  the  greater 
increase  of  population  in  New  Bedford,  it  became 
necessary  to  organize  a  precinct  in  connection  with 
the  church  at  Acushnet.  We  find  by  the  records  of 
the  First  Ck)ngreg,ational  Society  that  the  first  meet- 
ing held  in  relation  to  the  formation  of  the  precinct 
was  Jan.  81, 1795,  at  the  North  Purchase  Street  school- 
house.  The  ofiScers  chosen  at  that  meeting  were  Jireh 
Willis,  moderator;  John  Spooner,  clerk;  Edward 
Pope,  treasurer.  It  was  voted  to  build  a  house  for 
public  worship,  in  forty  shares,  each  shareholder  sub- 
scribing six  pounds,  to  be  paid  in  cash,  labor,  or  ma- 
terials. Capt  Gamaliel  Bryant  was  chosen  superin- 
tendent of  its  construction.  The  records  state  that 
the  first  lot  selected  for  the  location  of  the  church  was 
"  a  quarter'of  an  acre  of  land  lying  north  of  Joseph 
Russeirs  orchard,  and  west  of  County  road,"  pre- 
sented by  Ephraim  Kempton,  Sr.,  which  is  now  occa- 
pied  by  the  County  Street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  It  was  their  determination  to  build  on  this 
spot,  and  several  persons  were  buried  here,  the  de- 
sign being  to  set  apart  a  portion  of  the  grounds  as  a 
burial-phice.  But  at  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors 
held  the  following  May  it  was  contended  that  it  was 
dintnnt  too  far  from  the  village,  and  this'vote  was 
annulled,  and  it  was  decided  to  accept  a  lot  offered  by 
William  Rotch,  where  Liberty  Hall  now  stands.    The 
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cfauriih  was  commenced  and  built  during  the  fMia 
179S-97,  by  Manaweh  Kempton,  Jr.,  and  Eattland 
BBbcnck.  Meetings  were,  however,  held  in  the  church 
previoui  to  its  completion. 

A  bell  wu  purchiued  Feb.  18,  1796  (the  one  Tor- 
merty  in  use  In  the  tower  orthe  old  Liberty  Hall),  or 
Capt.  Silas  Jones,  of  Nantucket,  by  subscription,  at  a 
^_.  cost  of  two  hundred  and  Bfty-five  dollars.  The  list 
'  A'W^  was  headed  by  11h»w>M  Pope,  who  gave  ten  dolkra. 
The  next  largest  sum  was  sis  dollars,  and  was  given 
by  a  colored  mau  named  Aaron  Ohilds.  The  bell 
waa  distintcu'shed  for  clearness  of  tone  and  the  long 
distance  for  which  it  could  be  heard.  In  November, 
1854,  Liberty  Ball  was  destroyed  by  Are.  The  remains 
of  the  bell  were  collected,  and  several  citizens  had 
tea-bells  and  various  ornamenta  made,  and  these  are 
the  only  relics  of  this  old  bell. 

The  firstpastorwiiBRev,  Dr.  West,  who  commenced 
his  ministrations  with  the  society  at  the  building  of 
the  church.  He  afterwards  received  his  dismission  on 
account  of  ill  health.  After  Dr.  West's  withdrawal, 
Bev.  Messrs.  Christy,  Holt,  and  Bobioson  received 
calls  to  officiate  as  pastors,  but  whether  they  accepted 
or  not  the  records  do  not  state. 

In  1807  B  church,  called  the  Third  Church,  was 
organized  in  connection  with  the  precinct,  which  con- 
tinued until  18ID,  when  the  society,  or  parish  com- 
mittee, as  it  is  l«mied,  presented  Rev.  Bphraim  Ean- 
dal)  to  the  church  es  a  candidate  for  the  pastorship. 
The  church  refused  to  elect  him,  and  the  society  per- 
siating  in  their  determination  to  employ  him,  the 
great  majority  of  the  church  voted  to  assemble  in  an- 
other place  of  worehip,  which  they  accordingly  did, 
and  their  subsequent  history  will  be  found  under  the 
head  of  the  North  Congregational  Church. 

The  society,  with  four  members  of  the  church  who 
remained  with  them  and  organized  a  new  church, 
having  strengthened  their  position  by  a  decision  from 
ecclesiastical  authorities  that  they  were  justiiied  In 
insisting  upon  the  eleclion  of  whoever  they  chose  to 
present  to  the  church  as  candidates  for  tlie  paator- 
ship,  proceeded  to  install  Rev.  Ephralm Randall,  who 
preached  to  them  several  years.  After  him.  Rev. 
Messrs.  Channing,  Eibbey,  and  John  Brewer  were 
settled  over  the  society.  The  latter  was  for  some  time 
preceptor  of  the  Friends'  Academy. 

Sept.  17,  1816,  the  society  gave  Rev.  Jonathan 
Whitalcer  a  call,  which  was  accepted,  and  he  preached 
to  the  society  until  Nov.  24,  1823,  with  great  accept- 
ance. At  that  date  an  invitation  was  extended  to 
Rev.  Orville  Dewey,  which  he  accepted. 

This  distinguished  clergyman  was  boru  atShcHleld, 
Maaa^;  March  28,  1794.  He  graduated  at  Williams 
College  in  1814,  and  was  afterwards  a  stuiient  of  An- 
dover  Theological  Seminary,  from  1816  to  1819.  On 
leaving  Andover  he  preached  for  several  years  as  the 
agent  of  the  American  Educational  Society,  but  do- 
elined  any:  permanent  settlement  on  account  of  hia 
indefinite  opinions  in  theology ;  sabaequeDtly  be  ac- 


cepted a  temporary  call  to  Qlouceeter,  at  the  same 
time  candidly  stating  his  unsettled  views.  Here  ho 
became  a  Unitarian,  and  was  shortly  after  engaged 
OS  the  assistant  of  Dr.  Channing,  in  whose  pulpit  ho 
preached  two  years.  His  next  cliarge  was  this  ■O' 
ciety,  over  which  he  was  ordained  Dec.  17,  1838. 

Dec.  6,  1833,  being  in  ill  health,  he  was  granted 
leave  of  absence  for  a  tour  through  Europe,  his  sal> 
ary  being  continued.  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson  sup- 
plied the  pulpit  the  principal  portion  of  the  Ume 
during  his  absence. 

In  June,  1884,  Mr.  Dewey  received  a  call  from  the 
Church  of  the  MeBslah  in  New  York,  and  asked  hia 
dismission,  which  was  granted,Andhis salary  paid  by 
the  society  up  to  December  ensuing,  Mr.  Dewey 
was  extremely  popular  with, the  society,  and  hia  with' 
drawal  was  a  matter  of  deep  regret. 

The  next  pastor  was  Rev.  Mr.  Angler,  who  was  or- 
dained May  20, 183».  The  sermon  on  Uie  occasion 
was  by  Dr.  Dewey,  and  the  introductory  prayer  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Morgridgo.  Mr.  Angier  asked  for  hia  dis- 
mission April  8,  1637,  but  the  society  voted  unani- 
inouHly  not  to  grant  it.  A  second  request  being 
made,  it  was  granted. 

The  structure  now  occupied  by  the  society,  on 
Union  Street,  was  erected  during  the  year  1830-38, 
and  dedicated  May  24, 1838,  on  which  occiuilon  Rev.  . 
Messrs.  Epbraim  I>eahady  and  J.  H.  Morison  wera 
installed  as  pastors.  Mr.  Morison  continued  witJi 
the  society  until  Oct.  6,  1844. 

Rev.  Ephraim  Peabody  was  born  at  Milton,  N.  H., 
March  28,  1807.  In  November,  1845,  he  received  tt 
call  to  act  as  colleague  paator  at  King's  Chapel,  Boa- 
ton,  which  he  accepted. 

Few  clergymen  have  ever  been  as  Huccossfiil  in 
winning  the  personal  regard  and  attachment  of  their 
people  as  Mr.  Peabody  was.     He  died  Nov.  28, 18S6. 

In  December,  1847,  Rev.  John  Weiss  received  a 
call,  and  soon  after  commenced  his  labors  with  Ihv 
society.  In  1862,  Mr.  Weiss'  ill  health  rendering  him 
unable  to  discharge  his  entire  pastoral  duties,  he  ten- 
dered his  resignation.  It  was  not  accepted,  and  Itov. 
Charles  Lowe  was  ordained  as  ii  colleague,  Aug.  10, 
1S52.  Mr.  Lowe's  health  foiling,  after  an  associutioii 
of  about  one  year,  a  leave  of  absence  was  granted  to 
him,  and  in  September,  1853,  he  left  this  city  for  Eu- 
rope. Before  his  departure  he  sent  a  letter  of  resig- 
nation, but  at  the  request  of  the  society  retained  at 
nominal  relation  as  pastor.  In  April,  1855,  he  wrote 
from  Paris,  asking  that  this  connection  should  be  dis- 
solved, and  the  society  complied  with  his  desire. 

Mr.  Weiss'  health  continued  very  infirm,  and  in 
April,  18S8,  he  received  leave  of  absence  for  six 
months  and  went  to  Europe.  On  his  return,  finding 
that  hia  strength  was  not  sufficiently  restored  to  war- 
rant him  in  undertaking  the  wliule  duty  of  the  parish, 
he  tendered  his  resigniition,  which  wns  tinuUy  ac- 
cepted, and  his  connection  with  the  society  ceased  in 
the  spring  of  1859. 
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An  invitation  was  extended  to  the  present  pastor, 
Bev.  William  J.  Potter,  in  July,  1859,  which  he  ac- 
cepted, and  was  ordained  Dec.  28,  1859.  The  ser- 
vices on  the  occasion  were  as  follows:  Introductory 
prayer.  Rev.  C.  Y.  De  Normandie,  of  Fairhaven ; 
selections  from  Scriptures,  Rev.  T.  C.  Moulton ;  ser- 
mon. Rev.  Dr.  Fumess,  of  Philadelphia;  ordaining 
prayer,  Rev.  J.  F.  W.  Ware,  of  Cambridgeport; 
charge,  Rev.  C.  H.  Brigham,  of  Taunton ;  right  hand 
of  fellowship,  Rev.  A.  Woodbury,  of  Providence; 
address  to  the  people,  Rev.  Dr.  Dewey,  of  Boston ; 
concluding  prayer.  Rev.  Moses  Q.  Thomas. 

In  1863,  Mr.  Potter  was  drafted.  On  the  following 
Sunday  he  preached  a  very  powerful  discourse,  enti- 
tled "The  Voice  of  the  Draft;,'*  which  was  published 
and  attracted  great  attention  throughout  the  country. 
He  resigned  the  pastorship  and  entered  the  army,  in- 
tending to  take  his  position  as  a  private  soldier ;  but 
on  reaching  Washington  the  Secretary  of  War  assigned 
him  a  position  more  in  accordance  with  his  habits 
and  abilities.  The  society  declined  to  accept  his 
resignation,  but  granted  him  leave  of  absence  for  a 
year,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  returned  to 
his  duties  here  and  has  officiated  as  pastor  to  the  pres- 
ent time. 

The  North  Congregational  Church.*— The  North 
Congregational  Church  was  organized  (in  the  meeting- 
house of  the  precinct,  formed  in  1795)  by  an  Ecclesi- 
astical Council,  Oct.  15,  1807. 

The  churches  represented  in  the  council  were  the 
Second  Church  of  Christ  in  New  Bedford  (Fair- 
haven),  by  Rev.  Isaiah  Weston,  pastor,  Joseph  Bates, 
delegate ;  and  the  First  Church  of  Christ  in  Rochester, 
by  Rev.  Oliver  Cobb,  pastor,  Jesse  Haskell,  delegate. 
Having  organized,  the  council  "  proceeded  to  exam- 
ine the  standing  of  those  who  were  before  members  of 
churches,  and  also  candidates  for  admission  into  the 
church,"  and  laid  before  them  a  confession  of  faith 
and  a  covenant  These  were  "  consented  to,"  and  the 
following  persons  "  were  then  regularly  formed  into  a 
church  by  the  name  of  the  Third  Church  in  New 
Bedford,  and  the  ordinance  of  baptism  was  admin- 
istered to  those  who  had  not  been  baptized : 


Elkanah  Michell. 
Caleb  Jenne. 
William  West 
Joshua  Barker. 
Edward  Pope. 
John  Sheirman. 
Gamaliel  Bryant. 
Abisha  Delanoe. 
Jireh  Willis. 
Ebenesar  Willis. 
Cornelius  Burges. 
Cephas  Cnshman. 
Mariah  Jenne. 
Abigal  Samson. 


Sarah  Kemp  ton. 
Joan  n  ah  West. 
Elizabeth  Jenne. 
Joannah  Ay  res. 
Clarrissa  Crocker. 
Pamela  Willice. 
Abigail  Kempton. 
Elizabeth  Pope. 
Dorcas  Price. 
Catharine  Long. 
Huldah  Potter. 
Drusilla  Potter. 
Fear  Crocker. 
Anna  West. 


Aurilla  Barker. 
Deborah  Bryant. 
Mary  Peckham. 
Abigail  Michell. 
Susannah  Spoon er. 
Lois  Hart. 


Abigail  Willis. 
Abiah  Garish. 
Mahittable  Willis. 
Hannah  Peckham. 
Anna  Burg<«s. 
Nancy  Howland. 
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The  first  officers  of  the  church  were  chosen  May 
11, 1809,— Joshua  Barker,  first  deacon ;  Cornelius  S. 
Burgess,  second  deacon ;  and,  it  is  presumed,  Cephas 
Cushman,  clerk. 

Rev.  Curtis  Coe  seems  to  have  preached  for  the 
church  in  1809,  and  other  clergymen  from  the  neigh- 
boring towns  to  have  administered  the  ordinances 
occasionally  during  the  following  year.  In  1809-10 
there  was  a  revival,  and  in  March  and  April  an  addi- 
tion of  twenty-two  members.  The  church  was  ap- 
parently in  a  prosperous  condition;  but  about  that 
time  an  "  unhappy  division  began  to  appear,"  which 
resulted  in  the  formation  of  two  churches,  the  one 
Trinitarian,  the  other  Unitarian.  The  majority  of 
the  church  was  dissatisfied  with  the  proceedings  of 
the  parish  committee,  and  also  with  the  candidate  for 
pastor,  who,  as  it  is  alleged,  was  not  sound  in  doc- 
trine ;  or,  in  the  language  of  the  memorial  presented 
to  the  council  protesting  against  the  ordination  of 
Mr.  Ephraim  Randall,  in  1814,  because  he  "did  not, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  church,  speak  the  thingn  that 
become  sound  doctrine,  or  those  that  harmonized  with 
the  professed  sentiments  of  the  church.'' 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Deacons  Barker  and  Bur- 
gess and  Jireh  Willis,  was  appointed  July  20,  1810, 
to  confer  with  the  parish  committee  with  a  view  of 
reconciliation.  On  the  7th  of  August  they  reported 
"that  the  conference  with  the  parish  committee  af- 
forded no  satisfaction,  or  nothing  appeared  to  be  at- 
tending to  the  union  ;**  whereupon  the  following  vote 
was  passed  :  "  Voted,  that  we  meet  for  public  worship 
at  some  public  or  private  house  on  the  Lord's  day." 

At  that  time  there  were  nineteen  active  (male) 
members,  of  whom  five  were  in  opposition  to  the  ma- 
jority, one  took  no  part,  and  thirteen  were  united 
against  the  society.  The  fourteen  male  members  con- 
stituting the  church  that  separated  from  the  society 
were  Edward  Ayers,  Joshua  Barker,  Freeman  Bar- 
rows, Cornelius  8.  Burgess,  Joshua  Crocker,  Cephas 
Cushman,  Jesse  Haskell,  Roger  Haskell,  Isaac  Man- 
chester, Nathaniel  Perry,  Pardon  Potter,  Southward 
Potter,  William  West,  and  Jireh  Willis.  Caleb  Jenne 
had  joined  the  Friends  and  Ebenezer  Willis  was  dead. 
Those  fourteen  men,  with  not  a  great'  abundance  of 
this  world's  goods,  entered  into  an  agreement  to  pay 
the  salary  of  a  minister  and  the •  rent  of  a  place  of 
worship,  with  the  other  expenses  of  the  same.    - 

Soon  after  the  separation,  if  not  before,  Mr.  Sylves- 
ter Holmes,  a  licentiate,  beganrhis  labors  with  the 
church.  It  i»  inferred  fromfthet^record  of  June  29, 
1811,  that  the  church  even  themhopedt  to  effect  a 
reconciliation, — 
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"  The  church  being  together  according  to  Appoint- 
ment, Edward  Pope,  Eaq.,  chosen  ninderator. 

"  Voted,  l«t,  thAl  the  church  meet  at  Judge  Pope'a 
on  Saturduy,  27tb  July  next. 

"  Yoted,  Sd,  tbftt  the  meeting  be  dUaolved." 

What  was  the  result  or  that  adjourned  meeting  we 
can  conjecture  From  the  fact  that  four  days  later  Mr. 
Holmes  wai  ordained. 

PurBuaat  to  letters  misaive,  an  Ecclealastical  Coun- 
cil convened  on  the  80th  of  July,  and  on  the  31st  or- 
dained Mr.  Holmes  to  "administer  ordinances."  The 
exercises  on  that  occasion  were !  Introductory  prayer 
b;  Rev.  Mr.  Stulson,  or  Plymouth  ;  sermon  by  Rev. 
Mase  Shepherd,  of  Little  Comptoo,  R.  I.,  from 
Matthew  x'm.  39:  "The  harvest  is  the  end  of  the 
world ;"  consecrating  prayer  by  Eev.  Mr.  Craft,  of 
Middleborough ;  charge  to  the  pastor  by  Rev.  Lemuel 
Le  Baron,  of  Rochester ;  rigiit  hand  of  fellowship  by 
Bev.  Oliver  Cobb,  of  Rochester ;  concluding  prayer 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Andrews,  of  Berkley.  The  several  parts 
were  very  appropriate  and  impresaive,  and  the  assem- 
bly solemn  and  attentive. 

Services  were  held  at  first  in  the  North  Purchase 
Street  school-house,  then  in  the  South  school-house 
on  Walnut  Street,  and,  as  occasion  required,  at  the 
residences  of  church-memhera.  At  length  a  hall  over 
'William  W.  Kenipton's  store,  eouthweet  corner  of 
Mill  and  Second  Streets,  was  obtained,  and  the  church 
continued  to  worship  there  until  a  meeting-house  was 
built  in  1814.  That  house  was  one  story  high,  ten- 
foot  post,  with  end  towards  the  street,  door  in  middle, 
and  one  window  on  each  side  of  the  door.  Its  site 
was  next  south  of  Bilse  Kempton's  house,  situated  on 
the  southwest  corner  of  Second  and  Elm  Streets. 

In  1312  the  five  church-members  who  had  remained 
with  the  society  adopted  a  covenant  differing  from 
that  of  1307,  and  with  the  society  installed  Rev. 
David  Batchelder  lu  pastor  of  the  "  Church  and  So- 
ciety in  Bedford  PrecincL"  Two  years  later  Mr. 
Ephrnim  Randall  was  ordained.  To  the  Ecclesiastical 
Council  convened  on  each  occasion  the  church  ad- 
dressed a  memorial,  setting  forth  the  facts  in  regard 
to  the  division,  and  protesting  against  such  action  as 
not  being  in  accordance  with  the  usage  of  Congrega- 
tional Churches.  To  the  second  memorial  the  coun- 
cil, of  which  Bev.  James  Flint,  of  Bridgewaler,  was 
scribe,  replied,  "We  consider  those  of  the  members 
of  the  church  who  retain  their  relation  to  the  Third 
Society,  of  which  also  they  are  a  component  part,  and 
hold  regularly  their  assembling  of  themselves  to- 
gether as  a  church  and  people  and  worshipers  in  the 
meeting- house  of  said  society,  as  being  distinctly  and 
properly  the  church  belonging  to  tlie  society,  but 
those  who  went  off  from  aaid  meeting-house  and  for- 
sook the  communion-table  as  having  abandoned  the 
society  and  relinquished  the  communion  and  fellow- 
ship and  ordinances  which  were  the  bond  of  their 
union,  and  therefore  as  having  no  control  or  right  to 
exercise  discipline  over  Uioee  that  have  remained 


steadfast ;  and  also  as  the  remonstrants  have  them- 
selves ordained  a  pastor  independently  of  and  without 
paying  any  respect  to  the  society,  they  cannot  now 
with  any  propriety  interfere  with  the  ordination  for 
the  purpose  of  which  we  have  convened." 

Not  BO  thought  the  remonstrants,  for  on  the  19th 
of  December  they  formally  excommunicated  Edward 
Pope,  Abisha  Delano,  Elkauah  Mitchel,  and  John 
Sherman  (Qamaliel  Bryant  had  died  a  few  months 
before),  because  they  "  have  for  more  than  two  years 
absented  themselves  from  our  religious  worship  and 
communion  at  the  Lord's  table  in  general,  and  have 
met  for  worship  and  attended  to  the  Lord's  Supper 
in  n  different  place,  and  have  refiised  to  return  to 
their  duty  as  members  of  the  church,  notwithstanding 
they  have  been  labored  with  in  different  ways  at  sun- 
dry times,  in  obedience  to  the  holy  command  of  our 
Lord  concerning  any  brother  or  brothers  who  walk 
disorderly." 

Thus  ended  the  controversy  between  the  church 
and  the  society,  but  the  bitterness  of  feeling  engen- 
dered and  the  unchristian  spirit  aroused  ceased  not 
to  be  manifested  until  the  chief  actors  had  passed 
away. 

The  church  so  increased  that  a  larger  house  of  wor- 
ship was  soon  demanded  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  people.  lu  1817  measures  were  taken  for  the 
erection  of  a  new  house  on  the  corner  of  Purchoso 
Street  and  a  new  street  not  then  named,  now  Elm, 
The  frame  was  raised  May  7, 1817.  The  house  was 
built  by  Deacon  Barker, "  and  the  proprietors  met  the 
expenses  of  the  enterprise  by  a  payment  of  money, 
labor,  and  materials."  It  was  forty-eight  feet  by  sixty, 
exclusive  of  a  portico  seven  feet  deep,  supported  by 
four  large  pillars,  and  surmounted  by  a  handsome 
steeple.  It  was  finished  June,  1818.  On  Tuesday, 
the  2Sd  day  of  that  month,  it  was  consecrated  to  Al- 
mighty God  with  "services  extremely  appropriate 
and  interesting,  and  afibriiing  much  gratification  to  a. 
very  numerous  audience."  Rev.  John  Codman,  of 
Dorchester,  preached  a  sermon  from  Exodus  xx.  24 : 
"In  alt  places  where  I  record  my  name  1  will  come 
unto  tiiee,  and  I  will  bless  thee." 

The  Sunday-school,  organized  in  1619,  was  the  out- 
growth of  Rev.  Mr.  Holmes'  class  in  the  catechism. 
Probably  ss  early  as  1811  he  began  his  work  as  cate- 
chist,  instructing  the  children  of  bis  church  in  biblical 
history  and  the  doctrines  of  the  "  Assembly's  Shorter 
Catechism." 

In  1826  the  meeting-house  was  enlarged.  It  was 
cut  in  two,  the  west  end  moved  back,  and  fifteen  feet 
inserted.  At  the  same  time  t lie  old  meeting-houno, 
then  used  for  school  purposes,  was  moved  from  Second 
Street  to  a  site  on  Elm  Street,  Just  west  of  the  meet- 
ing-house. A  few  years  later  it  was  raised  one  story ; 
the  lower  part  was  fitted  up  for  a  vestry,  and  the 
upper  part  for  a  schoolroom.  After  John  F,  Emer- 
son had  taught  tliere  several  years  he  purchased  tlte 
hoitH,  removed  it  to  Williua  Stieet,  and  leinodeled  it 
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into  a  dwelling-house,  which,  with  its  additions,  is 
now  occupied  hy  Charles  R.  Sherman. 

By  an  act  of  the  General  Court,  approved  by  the 
Governor  Jan.  27,  1827,  Roger  Haskell,  William  W. 
Kempton,  Henry  P.  Willis,  David  Briggs,  Ebenezer 
Hathaway,  Frederick  Read,  Ivory  H.  Bartlett,  Joshua 
Barker,  Cornelius  S.  Burgess,  Joseph  Bourne,  and 
their  associates  and  successors,  were  incorporated 
into  a  society  by  the  name  of  the  North  Congrega- 
tional Church.  At  the  first  meeting,  June  8th,  Wil- 
liam W.  Kempton  was  elected  clerk ;  Joshua  Barker, 
Cornelius  8.  Burgess,  and  Haydon  Coggeshall,  trus- 
tees ;  and  David  Briggs,  treasurer  and  collector. 

The  distinctive  title  "  Third,"  given  in  1807,  was 
not  needed  afler  the  incorporation  of  Fairhaven  in 
1812,  and  it  is  probable  that  afler  1817  the  epithet 
''North"  was  applied  by  way  of  distinction,  as  the 
meeting-house  was  north  of  the  old  meeting-house,  on 
the  site  of  Liberty  Hall. 

In  1880  it  was  evident  that  a  wider  field  of  useful- 
ness was  opening  for  the  church.  The  population  of 
the  town  was  increasing,  the  pews  were  all  occupied, 
and  a  meeting-house  seemed  to  be  needed  in  the  south 
part  of  the  village.  "  The  indications  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence say  to  us  emphatically, '  Strengthen  your  stakes 
and  lengthen  your  cords,' "  are  the  words  of  those  in- 
terested in  a  new  place  of  worship.  In  1831  the  south 
meeting-house  was  built,  and  on  the  15th  of  Novem- 
ber sixty  members  were  dismissed  to  be  organized 
into  a  church.  Thus  the  Trinitarian  Church  had  its 
origin. 

On  the  11th  of  March,  1836,  the  corporation  voted 
to  erect  a  new  house  of  worship.  Work  was  begun  in 
April,  the  old  house  moved  so  as  to  front  the  north, 
and  the  foundation  of  a  granite  structure  of  larger 
dimensions  laid.  An  address  was  delivered  by  Rev. 
Thomas  Bobbins,  of  Mattapoisett,  at  the  laying  of  the 
corner-stone,  Friday  afternoon,  May  13th.  The  house 
was  built  according  to  a  plan  furnished  by  Mr.  Bond, 
architect,  of  Boston,  under  the  superintendence  of 
Messrs.  Taber,  West,  Sawyer,  and  Underwood,  mas- 
ter-masons, and  Obadiah  B.  Burgess,  carpenter.  It  is 
of  the  Gothic  order  of  architecture,  with  square  tower 
and  battlements,  and  is  sixty-eight  feet  front  by  ninety 
in  depth.  The  interior  was  finished  with  great  sim- 
plicity, without  gallery,  except  for  organ  and  choir. 
The  toul  cost,  including  lot,  was  about  twenty-eight 
thousand  dollars.  It  was  dedicated  Thursday,  Dec. 
22,  1836.  An  audience  of  nearly  fifteen  hundred 
people  listened  to  a  highly  interesting  sermon  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Hawes,  of  Hartford,  Conn.  The  house  was 
first  occupied  Jan.  1, 1837.  The  wooden  building  in 
the  rear,  subsequently  occupied  as  a  stable  by  James 
Thomas,  was  destroyed  by  fire  about  twenty-five 
years  ago. 

Rev.  Mr.  Holmes,  having  been  invited  to  become 
the  general  agent  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  re- 
quested the  church  to  grant  him  a  leave  of  absence 
for  five  years,  provided  an  associate  pastor  be  settled. 


The  church  granted  his  request  Feb.  21, 1839.    At  the 
expiration  of  four  years  he  returned,  but  found  the     i 
church  desirous  of  severing  the  relation  existing  be-     \ 
tween  them.    Accordingly,  he  was  dismissed  by  a 
council  March  15,  1843. 

During  his  ministry  more  than  five  handred  were 
received  into  the  church.  There  were  several  seasons 
when  the  Spirit  of  tlie  Lord  descended  with  power, 
two  of  which  were  followed  by  large  ingatherings 
into  the  church.  (In  1831  sixty-six  united  With  the 
church,  and  in  1834  ninety-two,  of  whom  thirty-four 
were  received  May  4th.)  He  was  instrumental  in  re- 
viving the  old  church  at  the  '*  Head  of  the  River" 
and  in  building  a  meeting-house  there. 
,  After  his  dismission  he  was  pastor  of  the  Pacific 
Church  nearly  six  years.  His  last  pastoral  work  was 
done  at  his  native  place.  South  Plymouth,  where  he 
preached  six  years.  Five  weeks  after  he  laid  the 
harness  off,  his  summons  to  depart  came  from  his 
Master.  He  died  in  this  city,  at  the  residence  of 
Ivory  H.  Bartlett,  Nov.  27, 1866,  in  the  seventy-ninth 
year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  from  the  church 
where  he  had  preached  so  many  years. 

As  a  man.  Rev.  Mr.  Holmes  was  active,  untiring, 
enterprising,  commanding  in  appearance,  capable  of 
administration,  impatient  at  interference,  of  indomit- 
able energy,  "  which  the  bitterest  opposition  only  in- 
tensified ;''  as  a  preacher,  "  of  acute  perception,  tena- 
cious of  his  theological  faith,  perspicuous  in  style, 
earnest  and  forcible  in  delivery,  effective  without  the 
grace  of  eloquence ;"  as  a  pastor,  always  on  the  alert 
for  strangers,  that  he  might  bring  them  into  his  con- 
gregation, "  thorough,  kind,  afiectionate,  sympathiz- 
ing." His  influence  was  felt  not  only  in  New  Bedford, 
but  also  in  the  Congregational  Churches  throughout 
Southeastern  Massachusetts. 

AVhile  Rev.  Mr.  Holmes  was  absent.  Rev.  Thomas 
M.  Smith,  of  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  was  associate  pastor. 
He  was  installed  July  24, 1839,  Rev.  Leonard'Woods, 
D.D.,  of  the  Theological  Seminary,  Andover,  preach- 
ing the  sermon.  After  three  years'  service  he  was 
dismissed,  Aug.  31,  1842,  on  account  of  troubles 
which  arose  a  few  months  previous.  An  extensive  \ 
revival  prevailed,  but  he  objected  to  some  extraordi-  \ 
nary  means  adopted  for  its  promotion.  The  council 
called  to  dismiss  him  '*  laid  the  trouble  at  the  door  of 
excitement  growing  out  of  evangelists'  introducing 
desire  for  extraordinary  measures,  female  speakers, 
etc.,  which  he  opposed,  but  did  consent  to  a  protracted 
meeting,  and  one  was  held  under  an  evangelist,  but 
trouble  grew  in  the  church."  Hasty,  inconsiderate, 
not  understanding  the  principles  and  modes  of  action 
in  case  of  grievance,  the  church  was  manifestly  in 
error'  in  the  course  pursued.  With  bitterness  of 
sorrow  at  a  later  period  its  members  viewed  their 
action,  and  of  it  heartily  repented.  One  hundred 
and  four  were  added  to  the  church  during  his  min- 
istry, thirty-six  of  whom  were  received  May  1, 1842. 
I      Rev.  Mr.  Smith  was  subsequently  Professor  of  The- 


ologr  at  Kenyan  OolUgC  H»  dM  Stpt.  tt  USl 
He  wMapMtQr"orMitaUa(Uip«lti«B,ofwiM«Dd 
di«cr«et  deportmmit,  of  rtHllMii  tiUcat^  aiid  of  wM- 
proportioned  minlatorial  sbwMtar." 

The  agiution  of  the  iUtwt  gawHba  !■  1848  wm  s 
•ource  of  diiturbuoe,  wUdi  taaUf  ruaHed  U  tha 
exGommnnioationof ODAoT the  dtaooM uid uotiier 
prominent  member.  TIm  seed  of  awmU  nfena  <ru 
not  Men  And  MU  OuMamtfan  ehtrMteriied  the 
mtu'orttr;  who  were  DOt  naif  to  fitllow  tbt  adruee- 
gaud,  becaiue  the  enormltf  of  Uh  dn  otAaarj  «m 
not  comprehended.  A  weolatfon  utd  &  Toto  of  thet 
period  show  the  attltade  of  th«  ohorah  npoa  thst 
question,  which  hu  dnea  thakmk  the  fiMudatloB  of 
oar  goTernmect  Kod  dnnebed  tbe  land  "la  fratenuL 
Wood,"— 


polntid  b;  Ihi  afaiK 

Ur.  Robert  8.  Hltohooek  baTtng  aoeeptad  an  IbtI- 
tation  to  ataume  the  paatual  ehar|0  of  tho  ebnioh, 
was  ordained  Julj  19,  1848.  Hit  ftithar,  Ber.  0. 
Hitchcock,  D.D.,  ofBaodoli^,  praaehed  theaeimoB. 

The  queetion  whether  tha  paalorelaot  ihould  nnlta 
with  the  chnrch  araaa  dnrliig  thaaoslaa  of  tha  eoua- 
cii,  but  waa  indeflnltalr  poatpoMd.  Againat  thia  tha 
Bev.  Dr.  Codmaa,  of  Dorohaatar,  and  Ian  othws  en- 
tered tbelr  proteat:  "That  In  their  opinion  It  la 
proper  that,  according  to  Oongngathmal  prlndptea, 
the  candidate  for  ordinatloa  aboald  iMOOMoa  member 
of  the  church  over  whleh  ha  la  to  ba  ordained." 

It  was  during  hla  paatoiato  that  twao^  memboia, 
feeling  aggrierod  at  tha  aetlmi  of  the  dinreh  In  rela- 
tion to  the  diimUaion  of  Bar.  Hemra.  Smith  and 
Holmea,  requealed  to  be  dianltoad  to  fi>rm  a  ehnreh. 
The  request  waa  not  graatad,  bot  a  "  Uaion  Ohnreh," 
ao  called,  waa  formed  in  F^4iaraa.  In  tha  midit  of 
the  serioua  troublei  that  thraateaad  tha  ohnreh  a 
mutual  conndl  waa  oallad,  and  tha  diSenltiea  paaoa- 
ftiltya^juDted.  Nineteen  were dlimimad  Oat.  8, 184^ 
who  with  otben  were  oigauiaad  Into  the  PaoiO<;OoB- 
gregational  Charoh. 

'On  account  of  the  pieeariona  itato  of  hla  health. 
Rev.  Mr.  HItchcook  taodefed  hla  realgnatira,  and 
waa  diamiiaed  Dee.  9, 1848.  The  oonadl  bore  taatl- 
mony  to  hla  ability,  aeai,  and  fiMthAilnaa,  nod  ez- 
preaaed  their  high  appreciation  of  hla  talenta,  acqnlre- 
meuta,  and  piety.  He  haa  been  for  aeTeral  yeara  at 
the  head  of  the  Hollldajnhnrg  Female  Seminar/, 
Pennajrlvania. 

Nearly  two  yean  elapeed  before  another  paatorwaa 
settled. '  On  the  16th  of  Bqitember,  1S47,  Mr.  Aia- 
riah  Eldridge,  from  the  Diviuity  School,  YaleColIege, 
was  ordained.  Hla  brother,  Bev.  Joaepb  Eldridge, 
of  Norfolk,  Conn.,  preached  the  sermon.  In  tlie 
winter  of  IBIHMSI  the  interior  of  the  meeting-house 
was  remodeled  tinder  the  superviaion  of  Mr,  0.  J.  F. 


BryaaV.arahltaet,irfBaafaM.  8lda  gaDarlea  and  now 
pawa  ware  pat  In,  and  A»  lotanal  appaaraneo  graatlj 
laprovad,  tboogh  at  a  radnotlon  of  pawa'  ftoat  one 
hnodrad  aad  fif^fcar  to  one  hondrad  and  dght  on 
tha  floor  of  tha  andianoa-nMMa.  Tha  atpaaaa  of 
allamHon  waa  about  aix  thoiind  dollaia.  The  n- 
dadieathm  took  plaeo  Uarah  18,  18S1,  whan  Bar. 
Dr.  Sdwaid  K.  Kirk,  of  Beaton,  ddiTcrad  a  aermon 
of  great  power.' 

In  1861  tha  paatorwaa  Inrltod  to  takotAarga  of  the 
Clinton  Btiaat  Ohnreh,  Fhlladalphin.  Kotvlthataad- 
Ing  tha  nrgoMT  of  tha  call  and  tha  eamcat  wordi  of 
Bar.  Dr.  Albert  Bamae,  who  appeared  In  behalf  of 
the  Phlladdphia  <%nnh,  tha  aoudi  eonraned  Jan. 
8, 1888,  did  not  fcal  "  pr^arad  toaMume  the  raapwi- 
dUiitr  of  diawlvins  tha  paneaflri  and  proapcroua  n- 
latitHi  axiattog  bMween  ehnreh  and  pastor." 

Three  years  later,  liowavar,  Hm  Impaired  eondition 
of  hU  bodily  health  and  the  plana  of  itndy  abroad 
whfaA  he  had  fondly  oharlahad  Indnead  hlro  to  ro- 
dgn.  He  waa  ditmiMed  April  3^  18S6.  During  bis 
mlniatry  ninety-one  were  added  to  tha  ebordi.  Ha 
WM  a  faithfbl  and  dBdent  minlator,  winning  tha  oon- 
fldaaca  of  bia  people,  by  whom  hla  nmord  was 
deeply  regretted. 

After  he  leftlierialtod  Europe,  travallngand  rtudy- 
Ing.  On  hii  return  ha  waa  aattlad  orar  a  ehnreh  In 
DatroEt,  Mich.  During  a  eeeond  rialt  to  Bnnpa  ha 
waa  for  a  time  chaplain  of  tiia  Amwloan  Prataatant 
Ohapal  at  Paris.    He  now  rcaidea  at  Yarmaatfa. 

Hla  snooeBMr,  Ber.  Henry  W.  Parker,  of  Unwhlvn, 
K.  Y.,  was  Instolled  Aug.  8,  1866.  Tha  sermon  waa 
by  Bar.  Boawell  D.  HitcheoA,  D.D.,  Proftaaor  of 
EededaatlcAl  Hlrtory,  ITnlon  l^eologkal  Seminary, 
New  York. 

Tha  atone  ehapd  adjoining  tiia  meeting  houae  on 
the  Bouth  was  bnllt  In  1887,  at  a  eoat  of  about  tbr«e 
tfaooaaad  In  hundred  dollaia.  During  the  winter  of 
1887-88  an  axtaBdra  and  poweribl  revlTal  occurred. 
It  began  to  dardop  In  a  nnton  prayer-maedng  ea- 
tabllahad  thttm^  tha  Inatnunanlality  of  Bar.  Mr. 
Parker,  andaaaraMilt  thMeweroadded  to  his  church 
la  one  day,  JCaySd,— memorabla  in  the  history  of  tha 
church,  aaran^-aaTen  peraona  on  profeaMm  of  their 
fiUth.  nun  wora  one  hundred  and  flfty-nlne  ao- 
eaaalona  during  hla  aaran  years'  paatorala.  I^ls  in- 
oranaa  of  memberahip  rendered  bia  dutiea  more 
ardnona,  but  be  discharged  them  with  fldelity,  though 
witii  health  impaired.  Ha  waa  dUmlssed  July  27, 
1868.  He  la  now  Professor  of  Natoral  History  at 
Orinoell  Oollege,  Iowa. 

The  call  of  the  next  pastor.  Rev.  Alonso  H.  Quint, 
D.D.,  is  sadly  suggestive,  not  of  strife  and  division  and 
spiritual  declins  In  the  church,  but  of  that  fearful 
national  conflict  which  well-nlgli  dismembered  the 
Union.  Chaplain  Quint  accepted  his  call  by  letter 
dated  "Camp  of  the  Second  Massachuaella  Infantry, 
TuUahoma,  Teno.,  April  20, 1864." 
,In  that  letter  he  says,  "It  iaagreateraacrifloe  for  mo 
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to  leave  these  men  and  such  scenes  which  they  must 
ftass  through  than  it  was  to  leave  a  beloved  liome  and 
a  dear  church  at  our  country's  call.  I  cannot,  indeed, 
leave  until  my  term  of  service  ends ;  and  if  then  the 
regiment  should  be  engaged  in  active  service,  I  must 
reserve  the  right  to  remain  with  it  a  reasonable 
period." 

A  suggestion  of  the  letter  was  at  once  acted  upon 
and  the  treasurer  raised  by  subscription  nine  thou- 
sand dollars,  thus  promptly  canceling  the  debt  of 
the  church  and  corporation. 

Bev.  Dr.  Quint  was  installed  July  21,  1864.  The 
installation  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  A.  L. 
Stone,  D.D.,  of  Boston.  His  ministry  continued 
eleven  years,  terminating  June  10,  1875,  though 
his  membership  still  continues.  His  ministry  was 
popular,  and  the  church  received  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  members. 

From  1855  to  1861  he  was  a  member  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Board  of  Education ;  has  devoted  muchl 
time  to  local  history  and  genealogy,  has  been  a; 
member  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  is 
a  member  of  the  New  England  Historic-Gknealog- 
ical  Society,  and  a  corresponding  member  of  thej 
New  Ham|)shire  and  New  York  Historical  Societies ; 
has  published  two  volumes  pertaining  to  the  Rebel- 
lion, has  been  chaplain-in-chief  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  has  held  high  official  appointments 
in  his  denomination,  and  has  made  Congregational 
polity  and  ecclesiastical  law  subjects  of  special  study. 
In  1866  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity 
from  his  Alma  Mater,  Dartmouth  College.  He  resides 
at  Dover,  N.  H.,  and  has  recently  represented  that 
city  in  the  Legislature. 

The  present  pastor.  Rev.  Albert  H.  Heath,  was 
installed  Oct.  19,  1876.  The  sermon  was  by  Rev. 
A.  J.  F.  Behrend^,  D.D.,  of  Providence,  R.  I.  In 
1878  the  galleries  were  fitted  with  square  pews  and 
fkiroished  with  chairs,  and  a  new  organ  was  placed 
in  tlie  church  at  a  cost  of  about  seven  thousand  dol- 
lars. In  1881  a  new  pulpit  was  built.  The  church 
has  flourished  under  his  ministrations,  and  up  to 
1883  had  received  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  mem- 
bers, ninety-five  of  whom  were  admitted  from  the 
Pacific  Church  after  it  disbanded  in  1878.  The  pres- 
ent membership  is  four  hundred  and  ninety-five. 

In  1857  the  semi-centenninl  of  the  church,  and  in 
1882  the  seventy-fiflh  anniversary,  were  celebrated 
with  interesting  and  appropriate  exercises.  A  series 
of  historical  sermons,  growing  out  of  the  latter,  is 
nearly  completed. 

Rev.  Mr.  Heath  is  a  graduate  of  Bates  College, 
1867.  He  was  formerly  a  Free- Will  Baptist,  but 
while  preaching  at  the  Roger  Williams  Church, 
Providence,  embraced  the  doctrinal  views  of  the 
Trinitarian  Congregational  ists. 

The  following  ministers,  other  than  pastors,  have 
been  connected  with  the  church  or  Sunday-school : 
Freemnn  F.  Howland,  1818,  ordained  in  Hanson  Oct. 


25, 1826 ;  Augustus  B.  Reed,  1825 ;  Thomas  Bailey, 
1827 ;  Clark  Cornish,  1820 ;  William  H.  San  ford,  1881 ; 
Henry  W.  Lee,  1885,  Episcopalian,  and  at  one  time 
Bishop  of  Iowa ;  Pardon  Q.  Seabury,  1886,  pastor  at 
the  "  Head  of  the  River,"  1880-38 ;  William  H.  Stur- 
tevant,  1840,  Tiverton  Four  Corners,  R.  I. ;  Andrew 
Mackie,  Episcopalian,  dean  of  Northern  Indiana  at 
the  time  of  his  death  in  Laporte  in  1878  ,*  John  Cot- 
ton Smith,  son  of  Rev.  Thomas  M.,  Bowdoin  College, 
1847,  Episcopalian,  Doctor  of  Divinity,  a  strong  and 
effective  preacher,  a  fluent  and  eloquent  orator,  an 
author  of  reputation,  died  Jan.  0,  1882:  James  F. 
Sisson,  1851,  Methodist ;  James  R.  Bourne,  1854,  pas- 
tor in  Sharon,  Conn. ;  William  H.  Dowden,  pastor  at 
North  Easton  ;  John  C.  Staples,  1857,  pastor  at  South 
Deerfield ;  Ellis  Mendell,  1870,  pastor  in  Norwood ; 
Rufus  B.  Tobey,  1870,  recently  pastor  in  Harwich ; 
Daniel  C.  Burt,  1872,  pastor  at  the  "  Head  of  the 
River,"  1838-57,  now  clerk  of  the  church ;  Henry  M. 
Dexter,  D.D.,  1878,  editor  of  the  ChngregaHanalial ; 
William  C.  Stiles,  1880,  pastor  of  the  East  Congrega- 
tional Church,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Deacons.— Joshua  Barker,  May  11, 1809,  to  Nov. 
15,  1831 ;  dismissed. 

Cornelius  S.  Burgess,  May  11, 1809;  removed,  and 
died  in  Middleborough  Nov.  28, 1859. 

William  W.  Kempton,  Nov.  26,  1831,  to  May  4, 
1834;  died. 

William  Little,  Nov.  26,  1831,  to  June  25,  1868; 
died. 

John  F.  Emerson,  Nov.  26,  1831,  to  Feb.  2, 1846; 
excommunicated. 

Andrew  Mackie,  June  3,  1834,  to  May  2,  1871; 
died. 

Sidney  Underwood,  June  3,  1834,  to  March  31, 
1842;  dismissed. 

Thomas  Nickerson,  June  3,  1834;  declined. 

Henry  P.  Willis,  June  3,  1834;  declined. 

David  Briggs,  June  29, 1834,  to  Sept  5, 1841 ;  died. 

John  Bryant,  June  29, 1834,  to  June  2, 1879 ;  died. 

Tristram  R.  Dennison,  Dec.  24,  1851,  to  July  14, 
1858;  resigned  (city  missionary  since  1853). 

Edward  S.  Cannon,  July  21, 1858. 

Zachariah  Sturtevant,  May  3,  1867. 

John  Hastings,  May  3, 1867. 

Edward  Haskell,  May  3,  1867,  to  Dec.  11,  1882; 
died. 

Thatcher  C.  Hatch,  Jan.  5, 1872. 

William  F.  Butler,  Jan.  16, 1880. 

The  Trinitarian  Chnroh.^— Fiay-one  years  have 
passed  since  a  band  of  earnest  Christian  workers 
withdrew  from  the  mother-church,  the  North  Congre- 
gational, and  formed  the  nucleus  of  this  organization. 

The  reasons  for  the  withdrawal  of  this  church  from 
the  North  Congregational  cannot  be  better  stated 
than  by  the  following  letter,  dated  Nov.  17, 1830 : 

**  It  must  be  perfectly  apparent  to  ererj  (ilwerrer  o(  the  North  Oon- 
gresatlonnl  Church  and  Society,  and  the  rapidly  Inereanlng  popalatloa 

'  By  MIn  Bmma  J.  Aahley. 
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of  thia  town,  t)utt  tbo  timo  bM  ftillj  eomo  whon  anoChor  hoiiM  of 
■hip  shoo  Id  be  ortctod  aod  aaotlMr  oongrtffttioii  ooUMtod.  Oar  pntoot 
piftco  of  worahip  la  all  ocooplod,  and  moro  pom  woold  bo  token  If  thtj 
wore  to  be  bod.  Under  tbeeo  olronflMtenoee  wo  oonnot  bo  more  U,ron^ 
bly  eltuotod  for  eucb  on  eflbrt  tboa  wo  now  ore.  It  !■  oleo  morollj  ooi^ 
toln  If  we  do  not  open  onotbor  plooo  of  wortbtp  eomo  otbor  peraone 
win,  and  we  boTo  macb  reoeoo  to  feor  It  would  bo  mob  oe  dlCRir  widolj 
trom  whot  we  belloTO  to  bo  tbo  fUtb  of  tbo  foepeU  Tbo  Indlootlone  of 
Dirtne  ProTidenoo  eoy  to  oa  onpbotloolly,  *  Strongtbon  yoar  atokoi  and 
lengtben  yoar  oordt.* 

**  If  we  are  deaf  to  tbo  Toloo  of  that  Ood  wbo  bas  done  fo  mnob  for 
oe  tbere  It  reason  to  approbond  tbat  wo  tboll  not  only  nogloot  an  oppor^ 
tunltjr  to  do  good,  bat  wo  iball  fiTO  otbon  an  opportnultj  to  do  tbat 
wbich  will  do  oa  mucb  evil,  and  eapodally  tbo  oenae  of  oTangolloal 
truth.  We  are  aenalble  tbat  tbo  work  before  oa  will  call  for  aaorlfloeii 
but  we  bave  been  taagbt  In  joan  tbat  bare  gone  *  tbat  tbore  la  tbat  aoat- 
tereth  and  yet  increaaetb.*** 

Nov.  15, 1881,  an  Ecclesiafltical  Gouncil  met  at  the 
North  Congregational  Church  for  the  purpose  of  or- 
ganizing a  new  society. 

The  council  consisted  of  eight  clergymen,  among 
whom  were  Revs.  Oliver  Cobb,  Pardon  Q.  Beabury, 
and  Thomas  Robbins. 

Fifty-nine  persons  entered  their  names  as  members 
of  the  new  church.    They  are  as  follows : 

John  C.  Almy.  Hannah  Gibbs. 

Sylvia  Almy.  Louisa  F.  Gibba. 

Phineas  Burgess.  Joshua  £.  Gage. 
Beteey  Burgess.                 •  Julian  A.  Gage. 

Simeon  Bailey.  Nancy  B.  Hawes. 

Ellen  J.  Bailey.  Nathaniel  Hathaway. 

Eliza  Billings.  Lucy  Hathaway. 

William  Bain.  Nancy  Howland. 

Joflhua  Barker.  Alfred  Kendrick. 

Aurelia  Barker.  Abigail  Kendrick. 

Clarissa  Barker.  Abbie  H.  Kendrick. 

Pensa  Barker.  Henry  C.  Hendrick. 

Eugenia  Barker.  Almira  Keith. 

David  Briggs.  Phoebe  McKenzie. 

Anna  Briggs.  Nancy  McKenzie. 

Hannah  Chaddock.  Richard  A.  Palmer. 

James  Carver.  Avis  Palmer. 

Eliza  Carver.  Frederick  Read. 

Susan  Carver.  Sarah  Read. 

Charles  Coggeshall.  Thomas  Remington. 

Avis  Coggeshall.  Charles  P.  Sherman. 

Henrietta  Cole.  Benj.  Thompson,  Jr. 

Benjamin  Clark.  Eliza  Tobey. 

Ann  J.  Clark.  Caroline  Tobey. 

Adeline  Crowell.  Mary  Taylor. 

Hope  Doane.  Harriet  Taber. 

Sarah  P.  Dunbar.  Marsena  Washburn. 

Elizabeth  Freeman.  Samuel  Whitby. 

Robert  Gibbs.  Avis  Whitby. 
Ann  B.  Gibbs. 

To  these  Rev.  Mr.  Robbins  presented  the  confession 
of  faith  and  covenant.  They  were  then  addressed  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Cobb.  Deacon  Daniel  Perry  presented  the 
right  hand  of  fellowship,  after  which  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per was  administered. 

Of  these  fifty-nine  original  members  but  five  are 
now  (1881)  known  to  be  living, — Mrs.  Avis  R.  Palmer, 


now  residing  in  New  York  City ;  Mr.  Phineas  Bur- 
gess, the  architect  and  builder  of  this  edifice,  now  a 
resident  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. ;  Mrs.  Eliza  (Tobey) 
Evans,  now  living  in  Asaonet;  Mrs.  Caroline  (Tobey) 
Sanford,  of  Philadelphia;  and  Mrs.  Ellen  J.  Bailey, 
who  resides  in  this  city,  and  is  still  an  esteemed  mem- 
ber of  this  church.  We  remember  with  gratitude 
her  years  of  faithfiil  service.  Long  may  she  be 
spared  as  a  golden  link  binding  the  old  and  new  to- 
gether. 

Soon  after  the  organization  four  deacons  were 
elected.  Their  names  were  Joshua  Barker,  Frederick 
Read,  Charles  Coggeshall,  and  Simeon  Bailey. 

For  several  months,  while  a  new  church  edifice 
was  being  erected,  the  meetings  of  the  society  were 
held  at  the  houses  of  its  members,  principally  those 
of  Charles  Coggeshall  and  Joshua  Barker.  The  first 
meeting  was  held  Nov.  17, 1881,  at  the  house  of  Dea- 
con Charles  Coggeshall. 

The  church  building  was  completed  and  dedicated 
May  16, 1882.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  James  Aus- 
tin Roberts.  He  supplied  the  pulpit  from  May  26 
until  Nov.  14,  1882,  when  he  was  installed.  His  sal- 
ary was  fixed  at  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 
Mr.  Roberts  was  born  at  Trowbridge,  Wiltshire,  Eng- 
land, May  2, 1795.  April  6, 1848,  he  asked,  and  was 
granted,  a  leave  of  absence  for  one  year  to  visit  Eng- 
land. During  his  absence.  Rev.  Mr.  Dyer,  of  Fulton- 
ville,  N.  Y.,  supplied  the  pulpit  In  July,  1844,  Mr. 
Roberts  wrote  from  London  asking  his  dismission. 
It  was  granted,  but  with  many  expressions  of  regret 
from  the  society  to  which  he  had  endeared  himself  by 
his  consistent  life  and  faithful  pastorate.  He  after- 
wards returned  to  America,  and  lived  and  died  in 
Berkley,  Mass. 

Feb.  10,  1844,  while  the  pastor  was  in  England, 
the  edifice  was  seriously  injured  by  fire.  The  first 
church  to  throw  open  its  doors  was  the  Unitarian. 
Their  kind  ofier  was  accepted,  and  it  was  decided  to 
discontinue  the  Sunday-school  and  hold  the  Sabbath 
afternoon  service  in  the  Unitarian  Church.  William 
Street  Baptist  Church  also  generously  offered  their 
house  of  worship.  Subsequently  the  North  Congre- 
gational Society,  having  granted  a  leave  of  absence  to 
their  pastor.  Rev.  Mr.  Hitchcock,  invited  the  Trini- 
tarian Society  to  unite  with  them,  and  re<|uested  that 
Rev.  Mr.  Dyer  supply  the  pulpit  during  the  absence 
of  their  pastor.  This  arrangement  was  finally  con- 
summated. 

During  the  fall  of  1844  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by 
Rev.  J.  H.  Towue,  of  Boston,  who  declined  to  become 
a  settled  pastor. 

Jan.  6,1846.  "By  request  the  cbarcU  and  coDgregHtlon  remniiied 
after  Mrvlcee  in  the  afternoon  to  aaoertain  their  wiehee  In  regani  to  the 
church  giving  Ber.  George  L.  Preuti«i,  of  Portland,  Me.,  an  invltatiou 
to  become  pastor  of  their  church.  Tlie  queeUon  having  been  put  and  a 
request  mado  that  all  who  were  lu  favor  of  the  church  giving  said  la< 
vitatiou  should  rise,  it  appeared  that  all  had  risen,  and  that  there  was 
but  one  mind  both  in  the  church  and  congregation  in  favor  of  said  In- 
Titation.** 
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A  call  wan  immediately  (Jan.  6,  1845)  extended  to 
Rev.  Qeorge  L.  Prentiss,  of  Portland,  Me.  His  salary 
was  fixed  "at  twelve  hundred  dollars  the  first  year, 
fourteen  hundred  dollars  the  second,  and  sixteen 
hundred  dollars  the  third  year,  and  that  the  latter- 
named  sum  be  the  salary  after  that  time.''  It  was 
also  voted  to  allow  him  an  annual  vacation  of  six 
weeks.  March  4th  a  meeting  of  the  male  members 
of  the  church  was  called  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  ordination  of  Mr.  Prentiss,  who  had  accepted  the 
call  so  unanimously  extended  to  him.  The  installation 
took  place  April  9th.  He  remained  pastor  of  the 
church  until  Sept.  80,  1850.  The  years  of  his  pas- 
torate were  those  of  great  prosperity  to  the  society. 
Fifly-five  new  members  were  added,  and  the  utmost 
harmony  prevailed  between  pastor  and  people. 

Oct.  15, 1850,  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  Wheelock 
Craig,  of  Newcastle,  Me.,  and  he  was  installed  Dec. 
4,  1850.  His  salary  was  placed  at  twelve  hundred 
dollars,  with  a  vacation  of  three  weeks.  He  remained 
with  the  church  eighteen  years,  during  which  time 
two  hundred  and  five  persons  were  added  to  the 
church  membership.  Many  of  these  joined  during 
the  great  religious  awakening  of  1857-59.  For  many 
months  during  this  revival  daily  union  prayer-meet- 
ings were  held  in  this  church,  over  which  Mr.  Craig 
personally  presided.  In  the  midst  of  this  interest,  in 
1858,  he  was  invited  to  the  professorship  of  modern 
languages  at  Bowdoin  College,  but  he  preferred  to 
remain  in  his  pastorate,  where  be  was  respected  and) 
beloved  not  only  by  his  own  society,  but  by  the  com-l 
munity  at  large. 

In  1866  the  church  was  again  injured  by  fire. 
While  it  was  being  repaired  services  were  held  in 
Pierian  Hull. 

In  1868,  Mr.  Craig's  health  began  to  fail,  and  his 
church  granted  him  a  leave  of  absence  for  four 
months,  his  salary  to  be  continued,  and  his  pulpit 
supplied  during  his  absence  by  his  brother.  Rev. 
Henry  Craig.  He  sailed  from  N6w  York  May  23, 
1868,  landing  in  Ireland.  He  traveled  through  maay 
countries  of  Europe.  His  health  appeared  to  improve 
until  his  arrival  in  Italy.  Finding  his  strength  fail- 
ing he  hastened  back  to  Switzerland  for  the  winter, 
but  afler  several  weeks  of  rapid  decline  he  died  at 
Neufchatel,  Switzerland,  Nov.  28,  1868.  The  last 
words  of  Scripture  that  he  spoke  were,  "  There  shall 
be  no  night  there,  but  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the  midst 
of  the  throne  shall  be  their  light."  His  remains  were 
brought  to  this  city,  and  his  funeral  services  were  held 
at  his  own  church  Dec.  24, 1868.  His  funeral  sermon 
was  preached  by  Rev.  Dr.  Weld,  of  Boston,  from 
Psalms  xii.  1,  "  Help,  Lord,  for  the  godly  man  ceaseth, 
for  the  faithful  fail  from  among  the  children  of  men." 

Feb.  12, 1870,  a  call  was  extended  to  Rev.  Cassius 
M.  Terry,  of  New  York  City,  to  become  pastor  of 
the  church.  This  call  was  accepted  Feb.  16,  1870, 
and  he  commenced  his  labors  in  June,  but  his  instal- 
lation did  not  take  place  until  Nov.  3, 1871.  During 
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the  fall  of  1871  his  health  began  to  fail,  and  his 
church  was  grieved  but  not  surprised  when,  Feb.  25, 
1872,  he  wrote  a  letter  asking  his  dismissal.  His 
resignation  was  accepted  March  1,  1872.  During 
his  connection  with  the  church  he  had  received  forty 
persons  to  membership,  which  is  the  highest  percent- 
age per  annum  received  by  any  pastor  during  the  his- 
tory of  the  church.  He  afterwards  removed  to  Min- 
neapolis, Minn.,  but  change  of  climate  failed  to 
eradicate  the  seeds  of  disease  sown  by  the  east  winds, 
and  he  died  of  consumption  Aug.  18,  1881.  His 
memory  is  cherished  with  the  utmost  respect  and 
afiection  by  this  people. 

After  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Terry  in  March  the 
church  was  supplied  until  October  very  acceptably 
by  Rev.  Dr.  L.  T.  Townsend,  of  Boston. 

At  a  meeting  held  Oct.  21, 1872,  it  was  voted  to 
extend  a  call  to  'Rev.  Matthew  C.  Jnlien,  of  New 
York,  with  a  salary  of  three  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars.  It  was  accepted,  and  the  installation  took 
place  Dec.  11, 1872. 

Mr.  Julien  found  the  church  burdened  with  a  debt 
of  two  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars.  This  he  im- 
mediately took  measures  to  liquidate.  He  called  a 
meeting  of  the  church  and  society,  and  a  sum  more 
than  sufficient  to  cover  the  amount  was  raised  at  once. 
Since  that  time  no  debt  has  been  allowed  to  accumu- 
late. At  the  beginning  of  each  year  estimates  deemed 
sufficient  to  defray  the  expenses  for  the  ensuing  year 
have  been  made,  and  the  records  show  thut  in  no  case 
have  they  been  exceeded. 

His  next  efibrt  was  to  reorganize  the  Bible  school 
on  a  new  basis.  In  this  he  was  eminently  successful, 
as  is  abundantly  proven  by  the  prosperous  condition 
of  the  school  to-day.  It  has  an  average  attend^ince 
of  upwards  of  two  hundred  pupils,  and  were  our  ac- 
commodations suitable  we  have  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  membership  would  be  greatly  increased. 

Extensive  repairs  and  alterations  were  made  in  the 
church  edifice  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1879. 
The  organ  was  taken  from  the  rear  gallery  and  placed 
in  front  of  the  audience,  and  the  interior  of  the  church 
was  tastefully  frescoed  and  refurnished.  It  was  re- 
dedicated  Dec.  11, 1869,  with  interesting  and  appro- 
priate exercises.  Addresses  were  made  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Duryea,  of  the  Central  Congregational  Church,  Bos- 
ton, and  Rev.  Mr.  Heath,  of  New  Bedford.  The 
music  was  furnished  by  the  New  Bedford  Choral 
Association. 

It  may  be  well  here  to  mention  certain  legacies  that 
have  been  bestowed  by  members  of  the  church  now 
deceased.  The  silver  •  communion  service  was  the 
gift  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Qibbs.  It  consists  of  a 
tankard,  two  plates,  and  four  cups.  Mr.  Ivory  H. 
Bartlett,  Jr.,  donated  in  his  will  five  hundred  dollars 
to  the  Bible  school. 

The  deacons  who  have  served  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  church,  including  those  previously  men- 
tioned, are  as  follows :  Joshua  Barker,  Simeon  Bailey, 
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Frederick  Read,  Charles  OoggeubHll,  Reuben  Nyp, 
Gilbert  Richmond,  Joseph  Goodspeed,  Augustus  P. 
Hamlin,  Allen  Crowell,  William  G.  Edwards,  Ezra 
B.  Chaae,  Eben  Nye,  Isaac  C.  Sherman,  William  O. 
Woodmao,  Fred.  A.  Washburn,  Isuac  N.  Barrows. 

Among  thoHe  who  were  conxpicuoug  in  the  earlier 
hietory  of  the  church  not  only  for  their  loyalty  but 
also  for  the  public  value  of  the  service  tbcy  rendered, 
some  of  whom  have  already  been  referred  to,  may  be 
menCioDod  the  nainea  of  Mr.  and  Mr.  Robert  Gibbs, 
Mrs.  Alfred  £endrick,  Penaa  Barker,  Clarisaa  Bnrker, 
Eliza  Tobey,  Dr.  Alexander  Read,  John  A.  Kiuunn, 
Jonathan  FusHell,  Uarsena  Washburn,  Caroline  To- 
bey, Isaac  D.  Hall,  Deacon  Joshua  Barker,  Deacon 
Simeon  Bailey,  and  Deacou  and  Mrs.  Roubeu  Nye. 

Mr.  Julien  has  now  been  pastor  of  this  church  ten 
years.  He  labors  with  this  people  with  great  faith- 
fulness and  acceptanco,  and  fearteuly  preaches  what 
he  considers  the  truth  of  Qod.  The  perfect  harmony 
which  to-day  prevails  throughout  this  church  and  so- 
ciety, is  largely  due  to  his  Influence. 

The  First  Baptiit  Chnroll  was  organiwd  June  30, 
1813,  with  the  following  members:  John  Brown, 
Elizabeth  Coggesball,  Emily  Brown,  Susan  Macom- 
ber,  Alles  Tobey,  James  Tripp,  Susan  Tripp,  John 
Wrightington,  Philip  Cannon,  Jr.,  Deborah  Potter, 
Nancy  Hitch,  Pamelia  Stowell,  Catharine  Martin, 
Perivilla  Lowdon,  Mercy  Andrews,  Elizabeth  Tuell, 
Phebe  Cannon,  Hannah  Covell,  Sally  Greene,  Catha- 
rine Tallman,  John  Pickens,  Dolly  Wilcox,  and 
Huldah  Tliomas. 

The  first  postor  of  the  church  was  Rev.  George  H. 
Hongh,  from  April,  1814,  to  January,  1815.  His  suc- 
<iessors  have  been  as  follows:  Rers.Silaa  Hall,  1817-19; 
James  Barnaby,  1819-23  i  Isaac  Chase,  1823-24;  Fran- 
>  cis  Waylaod,  supply ;  Daniel  Curtia,  182&-36 ;  Gideon 
B.  Perry,  1827-80;  S.  P.  Hill,  John  E.  Weston,  and 
'8.  Lovell,  supplies;  Asa  Bronson,  1831-88;  John  0. 
Choules,  1883-38;  M.  M.  Dean,  G.  J,  Carlton,  sup- 
plies ;  Henry  Jackson,  1838-45 ;  RuAis  Babcock,  D.D., 
1846-50;  John  Glrdwood,  1850-65;  George  8.  Chaw, 
BUpply ;  D.  D.  Winn.  1868-79 ;  H.  K.  Pervear,  1880, 
present  pastor. 

The  church  first  wonhiped  in  a  ball  on  Second 
Street  near  Mill.  Upon  the  division  of  the  town  the 
old  town-house  at  the  Head  of  the  River  was  purchased 
by  ibe  society  and  removed  to  the  corner  of  South 
Second  and  School  Streets,  aud  was  dedicated  July  8, 
1817.  This  was  occupied  uutil  Oct.  29,  1829,  when 
their  present  church  ediRce  was  dedicated.  This  was 
enlarged  in  1833,  the  interior  changed  in  1641.  It 
was  repaired  in  1856  and  again  in  1879,  wiien  exten- 
sive alterations  and  repairs  were  made.  The  present 
memberxhip  is  two  hundred  and  iifty. 

The  North  Baptist  Charch'  was  organized  Nov. 
13, 1873.  The  corner-stone  of  tlio  church  edifice  wo* 
laid  the  following  spring,  the  religioua  part  of  tlie 


exercises  being  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Fulloa,  D.D., 
then  of  Boston.  At  tlie  formal  opening  of  the  house 
the  dedicatory  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  George 
0.  Larimer,  D.D.,  then  of  Boston.  Rev.  O.  E.  Oox 
was  tlie  first  pastor,  and  retained  the  position  about 
two  years.  His  successor  was  Rev.  Charles  A.  Snow, 
who  continued  in  tlio  pastorale  six  years.  The  prea- 
ent  incumbent  became  the  third  pastor  of  the  church 
Oct.  1, 1881.  There  have  been  two  baptisms  aud  sev- 
eral additions  by  letter  during  the  past  year.  The 
present  membership  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-five. 

The  cliurch  is  officered  as  follows:  Pastor,  Rev. 
Charles  F.  Nicholson ;  Deacons,  Luther  G.  Hewina, 
Thomas  Pope,  Annibald  Dalrymple;  Clerk,  Luther 
O.  Hewins,  Jr. ;  Sexton,  Samuel  T.  Eldridge. 

Most  of  the  original  constituent  members  (ttbout 
thirty)  withdrew  from  the  William  Street  Baptist 
Ohurch  of  this  city  for  the  express  purpose  of  starting 
a  now  church  interest,  which  was  felt  to  be  a  great 
and  immediate  necessity,  in  the  north  part  of  the  city. 

Mr.  Augustus  Green,  of  the  William  Street  Baptist 
Church  of  this  city,  has  fVom  the  first  been  an  ardent 
advocate  and  generous  contributor  to  the  North  Bap- 
tist Church  cnlerpri»e.  Ho  has  given  to  this  objeut, 
all  told,  about  seventeen  thousand  dollars. 

An  important  auxiliary  of  the  church  is  an  iQl«r- 
esting  Sunday-school  of  about  two  hundred  memben, 
which  is  earnestly  at  work  studying  and  teaching  the 
word  of  God. 

There  is  a  pleasant  parsonage  adjacent  to  the  church 
edifice  on  County  Street. 

The  Second  Baptist  Church  whs  organized  Jau. 
22,  1845,  and  in  the  same  year  their  first  house  of 
worship  was  dedicated.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev. 
TliomuH  U.  Alien.  Among  others  of  the  early  min- 
Uters  were  Edmund  Kelley,  Elder  Jackson,  0.  Bray, 
Richard  Vaughn,  P.  Bowler,  T.  P.  Valentine,  nod 
C,  Woodward. 

Salem  Baptist  Church.— This  church  was  organ- 
ized Dec.  7,  1858.  It  woa  composed  of  ninety-five 
persona,  who,  with  their  piistor,  Rev.  William  Jack- 
son, withdrew  from  tlie  Second  Baptist  Church. 
Among  tlie  original  members  of  the  church  were 
William  Bush,  Scipio  Blackwell,  Peter  Nelson,  John 
C.  Duulap,  Edwlu  Lewis,  and  Anthony  0.  Jour- 
dain,  Jr.  The  pastor.  Rev.  William  Jackson,  was 
born  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  Aug.  16, 1818.  The  house  of 
worship  occupied  by  the  society  is  on  NortJi  Sixtli 
Street,  and  wns  formerly  known  as  tlie  Centre  Oha|iel. 
The  church  has  had  hut  two  pastors.  Rev.  William 
Jacknou,  from  1858  to  1869,  and  Rev.  J.  H.  Lee,  from 
1809  to  the  present  time. 

The  Fotirth  Street  Hethodiat  Episoopal  Chnroh.' 
— Every  branch  of  the  Christian  Church  worthy  of  an 
existence  deserves  to  liave  its  history  recorded  for  the 
iKsnefit  of  succeeding  generations,  and  for  its  own 
honor. 

*  Br  Bn.  A.  IMtari. 
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This  church  was  built  in  1831,  and  dedicated  in 
February,  1882.  At  thin  time  it  formed  a  branch  of 
the  Elm  Street  (now  the  County  Street)  Society. 
During  1881  and  1832,  Rev.  Asa  Kent  officiated, 
and  at  the  Conference  of  1832,  A.  D.  Sargeant  and 
Daniel  Webb  were  appointed  to  serve  both  charges. 

In  1838,  by  mutual  consent,  they  separated,  and 
Fourth  Street  became  a  separate  and  distinct  church 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  A.  U.  Swinerton,  who  re- 
mained two  years. 

Only  three  of  the  original  Acushnet  members  came 
from  Elm  Street  to  Fourth  Street,  viz.:  Z.  Cushman, 
B.  K.  Sayer,  and  Bloomy  Holmes;  the  last  is  still 
living. 

Rev.  Swinerton  was  greatly  prospered,  receiving 
forty-seven  into  tlie  church  by  profession,  and  twenty- 
nine  by  letter.  During  his  pastorate  the  church  was 
financially  embarrassed  for  years  with  a  debt  of  six 
thousand  dollars. 

In  1830,  Rev.  San  ford  Benton  was  appointed  to  this 
church,  and  labored  successfully  for  one  year,  when 
he  was  removed  at  his  own  request. 

In  1836,  Rev.  Phin.  Crandall  wajt  stationed  here, 
and  remained  two  years.  While  here  he  distinguished 
himself  in  a  controversy  with  Rev.  Mr.  Morgrige  on 
the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  in  the  public  press. 

In  1838,  Rev.  W.  Emerson  served  this  church. 

The  records  of  this  pastorate  are  wanting. 

Rev.  Daniel  Webb  was  appointed  to  this  charge  in 
1839.    He  remained  but  one  year. 

In  1840,  Rev.  Mr.  Campbell  supplied  this  church. 
A  very  interesting  revival  of  religion  attended  his 
labors.  He  was  removed  at  the  end  of  his  first  year, 
and  afterwards  became  what  was  then  called  a  "  Mil- 
lerite." 

In  1841,  Rev.  George  Pool  was  appointed,  but  re- 
mained only  one  year,  when  ho  was  appointed  prin- 
cipal of  the  E.  Greenwich  Academy.  He  was  very 
popular  with  the  church,  and  they  regretted  his  re- 
moval. A  general  religious  interest  prevailed  during 
his  short  pastorate,  and  his  removal  was  considered 
detrimental  to  the  prosperity  of  this  church. 

In  1842,  Rev.  Mr.  Swinerton  was  reappointed  to 
this  charge,  and  remained  two  years, — a  fact  which 
showed  the  high  estimate  in  which  this  church  held 
this  worthy  man.    He  raised  for  missions  157.70. 

Rev.  Isaac  House  was  sent  here  in  1844.  He  was 
eloquent  and  popular,  drawing  large  audiences.  He 
became  sick  in  the  fall  of  this  year^  and  died  July  7, 
1847. 

Rev.  Daniel  Webb  supplied  the  balance  of  the 
year. 

In  1846,  Rev.  P.  Townsend  became  pastor.  He 
died  in  April,  1877,  at  his  home  in  Cocheeett,  Mass. 

In  1847,  Rev.  Daniel  Filmore  became  pastor,  and 
served  with  great  acceptance. 

In  1849,  Rev.  W.  H.  Richards  came  to  serve  this 
society.    While  pastor  here  his  wife  died. 

In  1860,  Rev.  M.  Chase  was  appointed  pastor,  and 


his  ministry  was  very  successful,  adding  a  large  num- 
ber to  the  church.  At  the  end  of  this  year  he  reported 
two  hundred  and  ten  members  and  sixty-two  proba- 
tioners. The  next  year  he  reported  two  hundred  and 
sixty-seven  members  and  one  hundred  and  sixteen 
probationers.  At  the  close  of  this  year  he,  with  others, 
bought  the  Allen  Street  Church,  and  formed  a  new 
society  with  members  from  the  Fourth  Street  Society. 
The  above  figures  include  those  that  went  to  found 
the  Allen  Street  Society.  This  move  was  afterwards 
much  regretted,  owing  to  the  weakening  of  the  mother- 
church  by  it. 

In  1852,  Rev.  Richard  Livesey  became  pastor. 
This  year  thirty 'five  removed  by  letter  to  Allen 
Street,  which,  with  the  number  before  removed, 
reduced  the  membership  at  Fourth  Street  to  one 
hundred  and  ninety-one  members  and  eighteen  pro- 
bationers. 

At  the  close  of  this  Conference  year  the  Providence 
Annual  Conference  was  entertained  by  this  society. 
Bishop  Janes  presided  and  Bishop  Baker  was  present 

In  1853,  Rev.  J.  Mather  was  selected  for  this  ap- 
pointment, and  remained  two  years.  During  his 
pastorate  nine  were  received  by  letter  and  four  by 
profession.  Owing  to  the  number  removing  to  Allen 
Street,  the  membership  was  reduced  to  one  hundred 
and  seventy- two,  and  seven  probationers. 

In  1855,  Rev.  George  M.  Carpenter  was  stationed 
here.  He  remained  two  years.  The  membership 
was  reduced  during  his  pastorate  by  the  continued 
flow  to  Allen  Street  and  deaths  and  removals  to  one 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  six  on  trial. 

At  this  date  the  tide  to  Allen  Street  ceased  to  flow 
from  this  church. 

In  1857,  Rev.  Mr.  Baylies  was  appointed  pastor. 
This  was  a  year  of  general  religious  revival  through- 
out the  country,  and  quite  a  number  were  added  to 
the  church  ;  reported  one  hundred  and  thirty-two 
members  and  forty-two  probationers. 

In  1858,  Rev.  J.  T.  Benton  became  pastor,  and  re- 
mained two  years.  He  reported  one  hundred  and 
forty-two  members,  and  twenty-two  on  probation. 

In  1860,  Rev.  S.  F.  Upham,  since  elected  professor 
in  Drew  Theological  Seminary,  Madison,  N.  J.,  was 
appointed  pastor  and  served  two  years.  During  his 
pastorate  fifteen  were  added  to  the  church,  fourteen 
of  them  by  letter,  yet  such  was  the  decrease  by 
death  and  removal  that  only  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  members  and  fifteen  probationers  remained  at 
the  close  of  his  pastorate.  During  his  pastorate  the 
church  building  was  enlarged  and  remodeled  at  a  coat 
of  six  thousand  three  hundred  dollars. 

The  house  was  rededicated  in  February,  1861,  by 
Rev.  L.  D.  Barrows. 

In  1862,  Rev.  N.  Bemis  was  appointed  the  pastor. 

At  the  close  of  his  pastorate  he  reported  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  members  and  fourteed  proba- 
tioners. 

In  1863,  Rev.  E.  H.  Hatfield  was  appointed  pastor, 
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and  served  two  yean.  The  recordii  show  no  recep- 
tioDs  into  the  church  during  hifl  pastorate.  There  is 
a  large  falling  off  in  membership  at  this  time  not 
accounted  for.  He  reported  one  hundred  and  thir- 
teen members  and  ten  probationers. 

In  the  spring  of  1865,  for  the  first  time  in  its  his- 
tory, Fourth  Street  was  left "  to  be  supplied."  Rev. 
Joseph  Marsh,  a  local  preacher,  was  invited  to  serve 
the  church.  His  wife  died  during  this  pastorate. 
He  reported  the  tide  falling,— only  one  hundred  and 
five  members  and  eight  probationers. 

In  the  spring  of  1866,  Rev.  William  H.  Jones,  of 
the  New  Hampshire  Conference,  was  appointed  to 
this  charge.  At  this  time  a  debt  of  two  thousand 
four  hundred  dollars,  contracted  at  the  time  when  the 
church  was  improved.  He  reported  three  admitted 
by  letter  and  four  by  profession.  Total  members, 
one  hundred  and  ten,  and  thirteen  on  trial. 

In  1867,  Rev.  £.  S.  Stanley  was  sent  as  pastor. 
There  was  some  increase  during  this  pastorate.  He 
reported  one  hundred  and  eighteen  members,  and 
twenty-one  on  trial. 

There  is  a  break  in  the  records  here.  The  next 
report  is  that  of  Charles  Ryder,  who  supplied  this 
church  from  May  1, 1878,  to  July  1st,  and  then  re- 
signed. 

Charles  Morgan  supplied  from  Sept  1,  1873,  to 
March  25, 1874,  and  reported  twenty- three  conver- 
sions. At  the  Conference  of  1874  he  was  returned  as 
pastor,  and  served  to  April,  1875. 

In  1875,  Rev.  R.  W.  C.  Farnsworth  was  appointed 
pastor,  and  served  until  April,  1878. 

In  1878,  Rev.  Asa  N.  Bodfishwas  appointed  pastor, 
and  remained  three  years.  He  reported  one  hundred 
and  thirty  members.  This  number  was  found  re- 
duced to  one  hundred  and  eighteen. 

In  1881,  Rev.  A.  McCord  was  appointed  pastor. 
The  outlook  was  exceedingly  gloomy.  The  church 
building  was  in  urgent  need  of  repairs.  The  pastor 
went  to  work  and  raised,  in  and  out  of  the  church, 
two  thousand  three  hundred  dollars,  and  thoroughly 
repaired,  painted,  and  refVirnished  the  church  inside 
and  out. 

All  the  bills  were  paid,  so  that  at  the  close  of  that 
year  he  could  report  no  debt.  The  winter  of  that 
year  a  revival  started,  and  many  were  converted  and 
received  on  probation.  The  work  continued  into  the 
next  year,  and  during  the  second  year  he  received 
into  full  connection  fifty-five,  and  in  March,  1883, 
twelve  remain  on  probation.  Other  improvements 
have  been  made  in  the  church  facilities  and  paid  for. 
The  amount  expended  for  improvements  in  one  way 
and  another  during  the  two  years  has  reached  about 
two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  which  has  all  been 
raised.  The  church  feels  that  the  tide  has  turned,  and 
trust  in  Qod  as  their  hope  for  years  to  come.  The 
Sabbath-school  has  largely  increased.  The  member- 
ship of  the  church  is  one  hundred  and  eighty,  and 
twelve  on  probation. 


Allen  Street  Methodist  Episoopal  Chnroh.— This 

house  of  worship  was  built  in  1842  by  William  and 
Joseph  Smith,  Christian  Baptist  preach  ens,  and  was 
occupied  for  several  years  by  that  denomination. 

Nov.  8, 1851,  it  was  offered  for  sale  by  Hervey  Sul- 
lings  and  James  A.  Tripp,  the  proprietors,  and  princi- 
pally through  the  exertions  of  the  Rev.  Moses  Chase, 
then  in  charge  of  the  Fourth  Street  Church,  it  was 
purchased  by  the  following  persons :  Stephen  Wood, 
Joseph  Brownell,  John  Allen,  Albert  D.  Hatch,  E^ra 
Kelley,  Rev.  Moses  Chase,  and  Thomas  R.  Peirce,  all 
of  whom  were  members  of  the  Fourth  Street  Church 
except  Mr.  Peirce.  They  obtained  a  supply  for  the 
pulpit  until  the  8th  of  December,  when  the  Rev.  An- 
drew McKeown  was  appointed  by  the  presiding  elder 
until  the  ensuing  session  of  the  Providence  Confer- 
ence. 

The  following  members  of  the  Fourth  Street  Church 
were  the  founders  of  this  society :  Robert  A.  Slier- 
man,  Eliza  R.  Sherman,  Henry  M.  Allen,  Pliebe  A. 
Allen,  Solomon  Chadwick,  Nancy  W.  Chadwick, 
Benjamin  Buffington,  John  Allen,  Sarah  W.  Allen, 
Matilda  C.  Anderson,  John  Tripp,  Polly  Tripp,  Sarah 
P.  Tripp,  Hope  Sheinnan,  Mary  £.  Macomber,  Mary 
E.  Miller,  Nicholas  Mack,  Frederick  A.  Chase,  Su- 
sannah Rogers,  Stephen  Wood,  A.  D.  Hatch,  H.  H. 
Tillson,  Alanson  Williston. 

The  following  persons  were  appointed  to  serve  as  a 
board  of  trustees,  viz.:  Robert  A.  Sherman,  Henry 
M.  Allen,  Solomon  Chadwick,  Davis  Thomas,  John 
Allen,  Stephen  Wood,  Warren  Howland,  Alanson 
Williston,  and  Benjamin  Buffington. 

The  house  of  worsliip  was  reopened  with  appro- 
priate religious  services  Jan.  22,  1852.  A  sermon  was 
preached  on  the  occasion  by  the  Rev.  Moses  Chase. 

Mr.  McKeown's  successors  have  been  as  follows : 
Revs.  J.  B.  Qould,  J.  A.  M.  Chapman,  Henry  Baylies, 
P.  T.  Kinney,  John  Livesey,  William  Kellen,  F.  J. 
Wagner,  E.  A.  Lyon,  Thomas  Ely,  Freeman  Ryder, 
J.  M.  Durell,  V.  N.  Matson,  Bradford  T.  Roy,  B.  P. 
Raymond,  J.  H.  Humphrey,  Charles  S.  Nutter,  and 
in  1881  Rev.  Qeorge  W.  Wright,  M.A.,  the  present 
pastor,  was  appointed. 

Rev.  G^rge  W.  Wright,  the  present  pastor,  was 
born  at  Beekman,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.  He  graduated 
at  Wesleyan  Academy,  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  in  the  class 
of  1868,  and  also  graduated  at  Wesleyan  University, 
Middletown,  Conn.,  in  class  of  1872.  He  studied 
theology  at  the  School  of  Theology  of  Boston  Univer- 
sity during  the  year  1873.  This  (ecclesiastical  year, 
1881)  year  was  characterized  by  an  extensive  and 
powerful  revival,  resulting  in  a  large  number  of  con- 
versions and  a  large  increase  in  numbers  and  interest 
in  the  Sunday-school. 

The  various  departments  of  the  church  are  health- 
ful and  vigorous.  The  membership  of  the  church  is 
one  hundred  and  eighty;  probationers,  forty-eight. 
The  Sabbath -school  has  numbered  at  its  regular  ses- 
sion as  high  as  two  hundred  and  twenty-five. 
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Mr.  Jethro  G.  Brock,  Esq.,  is  the  present  popular 
Biipcrintondciit.  Tlio  present  board  of  trustees  are 
Henry  M.  Allen,  Charles  E.  Cknik,  J.  Harvey  Slier- 
man,  Jethro  C.  Brock,  8.  D.  Robinson,  Charles  A. 
Tuell,  Frederick  D.  Bless. 

The  Pleasant  Street  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church'  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  was  organized  May 
24,  1844.  In  the  spring  of  1843  the  Elm  Street 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  appointed  a  committee 
from  her  trustees,  who  purchased  a  lot  on  Pleasant 
Street,  and  erected  an  edifice  thirty  by  forty  feet  for 
the  purposes  of  a  Sunday-school.  Nearly  seventy 
members  from  that  society  volunteered  the  care  of 
this  new  mission  and  soon  established  social  meetings. 
Tlie  organization  which  speedily  followed  was  effected 
without  dissension,  it  being  apparent  to  the  mother- 
church  that  the  step  was  fully  authorized  by  the  relig- 
ious necessities  of  that  part  of  the  city. 

Its  career  has  been  marked  by  great  religious  pros- 
perity. Hundreds  have  bowed  at  her  altars  to  the 
sceptre  of  Immanuel.  Her  Sunday-school  ranks 
among  the  largest  in  New  England. 

The  original  edifice  was  enlarged  during  the  pas- 
torate of  Rev.  John  Livcsey,  which  extended  from 
August,  1848,  to  the  spring  of  1846. 

The  present  edifice  was  dedicated  July,  1849,  and 
improved  during  the  pastorates  of  Revs.  L.  B.  Bates 
and  E.  F.  Clark. 

The  following  have  been  her  pastors :  John  Livesey, 
1843-45;  Samuel  Beedle,  1845-46;  S.  C.  Brown, 
1846;  C.  H.  Titus,  1846-48;  Jonathan  Cady,  1848- 
50;  John  Hobart^  1850-51 ;  H.  C.  Atwater,  1851-53 ; 
Frederick  Upham,  1853-55 ;  E.  B.  Bradford,  1855-57 ; 
John  Ilowson,  1857-59;  Charles  Nason,  1859-61; 
William  McDonald,  1861-63;  W.  F.  Farrington, 
1868-64;  N.  P.  Philbrook,  1864-66;  L.  B.  Bates, 
1866-69;  J.  E.  Hawkins,  1869-72;  W.  T.  North, 
1872-75;  T.  K.  Green,  1875-78;  J.  W.  Malcolm, 
1878-80 ;  E.  F.  Clark,  1880-83. 

County  Street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.*— 

This  society  was  organized  in  1820,  and  worshiped  in 
the  church  on  Elm  Street  (below  Purchase)  till  1859, 
when  the  new  building  on  the  comer  of  County  and 
Elm  Streets  was  completed,  and  dedicated  May  5th 
of  that  year. 

The  following  are  the  namesof  the  pastors,  with  dates 
of  their  service:  Jesse  Fillmore,  1820-21;  Solomon 
Sias,  1822-23;  Eph.  Kebby,  1824;  Frederick  Upham, 
1825;  Jacob  Sanborn,  1826-27;  Asa  Kent,  1828; 
Timothy  Merritt,  1829-30;  Daniel  Webb,  1831-32; 
Daniel  Fillmore,  1833;  Thomas  C.  Pierce,  1834-35; 
Shipley  W.  Wilson,  1836-37 ;  Isaac  Bonney,  1838-39; 
Joel  Knight,  1840-41 ;  John  Lovejoy,  1842-43 ;  A.  P. 
Wheeler,  1844;  David  Patten,  1845-46;  James  D. 
Butler,  1847-48;  Robert  M.  Hatfield,  1849-50;  Daniel 
Wise,  1851-52;  E.  T.  Fletcher,  1852-53;  W.  T.  Har- 
low,  1854-55;  John  Cooper,  1856;    H.  S.   White, 
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1857-58;  Mark  TraOon,  1859-60;  William  S.  Studley/ 
1861-62;  Mark  TraOon,  1863-64;  B.  W.  Humphries, 
1865-67;  D.  P.  Leavitt,  1868-70;  E.  McChesney, 
1871-73;  Luther  T.  Townsend,  1874;  W.  F.  Crafts, 
1875-76;  W.  F.  Whitcher,  1877-78;  W.  L.  Phillips, 
1879-80;  E.  T.  Towle,  1881;  H.  D.  Kimball,  1882-83. 
The  church  officers  were  as  follows:  Stewards,  Ben- 
jamin Pitman,  Ambrose  Vincent,  Qeorge  G.  Oifibrd, 
George  M.  Eddy,  Benjamin  Anthony,  Charles  De 
Wolf,  Sylvanus  Bennett,  Savory  C.  Hathaway,  James 
Taylor;  Class-Leaders,  Addison  Woodard,  Caleb  L. 
Ellis,  Savory  Hathaway,  Frank  A.  Butts,  Jr.,  William 
J.  Sherman,  Josiah  Richmond,  Jona.  Covell,  Thomas 
H.  Soule,  Fred.  H.  Vinal,  Nathan  L.  Paine,  William 
B.  D wight,  John  B.  Smith,  Job  Wade,  James  B.  Bus- 
sell,  Timothy  M.  Gifibrd,  Joseph  R.  Slocum,  George 
T.  Allen,  George  T.  Hardwick,  George  N.  Dyer,  Chas. 

A.  B.  Peterson,  William  M.  Butler,  George  G.  Gifibrd, 
Jr.,  Mark  T.  Vincent;  District  Steward,  Ambrose  Vin- 
cent ;  Recording  Steward,  Benjamin  Pitman ;  Secre- 
tary, Mark  T.  Vincent;  Treasurer,  George  M.  E^dy ; 
Collector,  Mrs.  Joseph  R.  Slocum ;  Trustees,  James 
Taylor  (president),  L.  B.  Ellis  (secretary),  Benjamin 
Anthony  (treasurer),  F.  A.  Soule,  S.  T.  Perry,  George 
M.  Eddy,  8.  C.  Hathaway,  Job  Wade,  George  G.  Gif- 
ford ;  Local  Preacher,  Addison  Woodard. 

The  following  are  the  officers  of  the  Sunday-school: 
L.  B.  Ellis,  superintendent;  Savory  C.  Hathaway, 
Mary  E.  Austin,  assistants;  Benjamin  Pitman,  secre- 
tary ;  William  M.  Butler,. assistant;  Emma  C.  Austin, 
treasurer ;  Charles  L.  Paine,  librarian ;  Mark  T.  Vin- 
cent, Annie  L.  Almy,  Lillie  S.  Perry,  Mary  A.  Willis, 
assistants. 

African  Methodist  Epiioopal  Zion  Choroh.— 
This  church  was  organized  March  5, 1850,  and  con- 
sisted of  the  following  members:  Edward  Thomas, 
Alexander  Devol,  Isaac  Henson,  William  H.  Harris, 
Sarah  Harrison,  Jane  Thomas,  Mary  Ann  Devol, 
Harriet  Wright,  Mary  Harris,  Celia  Williams,  Cath- 
arine Henson,  Phebe  Henson,  and  Charles  Eaton. 

They  first  held  services  in  a  school-house  on  the 
corner  of  Eighth  Street  and  Mechanics'  Lane,  after- 
wards at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Alexander  Devol,  on 
Middle  Street,  until  1851,  when  they  removed  to  their 
present  house  of  worship.  The  pastors  have  been  as 
follows :  Rev.  Leonard  Collins,  H.  Thompson,  James 
Simmons,  Dempsey,  Peter  Ross,  Joseph  Hicks,  Clin- 
ton Leonard,  Samuel  M.  Giles,  W.  B.  Smith,  Na- 
thaniel Stubb,  Lucas  Sayler,  Thomas  Davis,  William 

B.  Smith,  George  H.  Washington,  J.  B.  Small,  W.  D. 
F.  Pyle,  John  F.  Lloyd,  Silas  A.  Mitchell,  William 
B.  Heath,  Daniel  Davis,  N.  H.  Turpin,  George  H. 
Washington,  and  William  B.  Bowens. 

African  Methodist  Episcopal  Bethel  Church.— 
Those  churches  styling  themselves  African  Methodist 
separated  from  their  white  brethren  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  at  a  convention  assembled  in  Phila- 
delphia in  April,  1816. 

This  church  was  organized  in  1842,  by  Rev.  Eli  N. 
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Hall,  of  Providence,  with  the  following  penons: 
Jacob  Thomas  and  wife,  John  Bailey  and  wife,  John 
Elseinore  and  wife,  Walter  Hawkins  and  wife,  James 
Cook  and  wife,  John  Williams  and  wife,  James  Allen, 
George  F.  Fletcher,  Orafton  Johnson,  John  F.  Chew, 
Jackson  Hawkins,  Henry  J.  Johnson,  Hatty  Peter- 
son, Porter  Hendrickson  and  wife,  James  Dyre  and 
wife,  and  Jesse  Richardson. 

During  the  same  year  a  house  of  worship  was  built, 
at  a  cost  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars.  This  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  1854.  The  present  building  was 
commenced  in  1855.  The  corner-stone  was  laid  by 
Joseph  R.  Turner,  but  no  work  on  the  church  was 
done  for  seven  years.  Rev.  H.  J.  Johnson  at  length 
formed  the  "One  Object  Society''  to  carry  out  and 
complete  the  work;  and  finally,  ader  upwards  of  ten 
years'  persistent  efibrt,  aided  by  liberal  contributions 
from  the  public,  the  church  was  finished  and  paid  for, 
at  a  cost  of  about  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 
Pastors,  Revs.  John  Butler,  Henry  J.  Johnson,  Rich- 
ard Robinson,  Leven  Tillman,  Peter  Gardner,  H.  J. 
Johnson,  Dayton  Doyle,  Thomas  M.  D.  Ward,  J.  D.  S. 
Hall,  Joseph  R.  Turner,  Lewis  S.  Lewis,  Jacob  Mitch- 
ell, Henry  J.  Young,  William  Grimes,  William  De- 
mond,  H.  J.  Johnson,  J.  P.  Shreeves,  J.  H.  W.  Hur- 
ley, John  R.  y.  Morgan,  Joseph  G.  Smith,  William 
H.  Johnson,  John  T.  Hayslett,  Stephen  V.  Douglass, 
P.  L.  Stanford,  E.  T.  Williams,  Joseph  P.  Shreeves, 
William  J.  Laws,  and  Rev.  William  H.  Hunter,  the 
present  incumbent. 

Grace  Chnroh.' — ^The  initial  step  in  the  formation 
of  a  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  New  Bedford  was 
taken  Oct.  2,  1838,  when  a  meeting  of  gentlemen  in- 
terested in  the  church  resolved  upon,  its  establish- 
ment, elected  wardens,  vestry,  and  a  clerk,  and  took 
measures  for  securing  an  act  of  incorporation.  The 
project  was  largely  aided  by  the  advice  and  services 
of  Rev.  Mark  A.  De  W.  Howe  (now  Bishop  of  Cen- 
tral Pennsylvania),  who  was  present  at  the  meeting 
as  a  representative  of  the  Massachusetts  Convocation. 
The  parish,  at  first  called  Christ  Church,  was  incor- 
porated March  19,  1834,  under  the  name  of  '*  The 
Wardens,  Vestry,  and  Proprietors  of  Grace  Church 
of  New  Bedford." 

For  some  two  years  the  new  parish  rented  as  a 
place  of  worship  a  building  on  Middle  Street  which 
was  owned  and  bad  been  occupied  by  the  Second 
Christian  Society.  In  1834  the  subject  of  building  a 
church  was  agitated,  and  a  lot  was  bought  on  Union 
Street,  upon  which,  July  30, 1835,  the  corner-stone  of 
a  wooden  church  of  Gothic  style,  with  two  toweri 
in  front,  was  laid,  and  the  building  was  completed 
and  consecrated  in  the  following  year. 

Immediately  upon  the  organization  of  the  parish 
Rev.  Nathaniel  T.  Bent  became  minister  in  charge  ns 
a  missionary  of  the  Massachusetts  Convocation,  but 
after  the  lapse  of  two  months  was  elected  rector,  nnd 
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fiiith fully  and  efficiently  served  as'  such  till  his  resig- 
nation in  November,  1888. 

Early  in  1839,  Rev.  Theodore  W.  Snow  was.  chosen 
rector,  but  was  obliged  to  resign  in  1841  in  conse- 
quence of  impaired  health,  affecting  mind  as  well  as 
body. 

In  March  following.  Rev.  Thomas  R.  Lambert, 
then  a  chaplain  in  the  United  States  navy,  was  called 
to  the  rectorship.  He  accepted  the  position  for  a 
year,  having  obtained  a  furlough  for  that  time,  and, 
that  being  extended,  re-engaged  for  another  year. 
He  was  then  elected  permanent  rector,  but  in  1845 
being  ordered  on  sea  duty  by  the  department,  he  re- 
signed. Bey.  Dr.  Lambert  is  now  rector  of  St.  John's, 
Charlestown. 

From  September,  1846,  to  February,  1848,  Rev. 
George  D.  Wilder  (now  rector  of  Christ  Church, 
Riverdale,  N.  Y.,  and  the  accomplished  secretary  of 
the  Church  Congress)  acted  as  rector. 

At  Easter,  1848,  Rev.  Sanford  J.  Horton  succeeded, 
and  held  the  position  till  November,  1851,  when  he 
resigned.  Dr.  Horton,  now  the  head  of  a  fiourishing 
church  school  at  Cheshire,  Conn.,  was  greatly  beloved 
by  the  parish,  but  the  meagreness  of  his  stipend  com- 
pelled him  to  sever  his  connection  with  the  parish. 

In  February,  1852,  the  parish  called  again  its  first 
rector,  Rev.  Mr.  Bent,  but  failing  health  forbade  his 
acceptance,  and  Rev.  Charles  W.  Homer  was  chosen 
and  accepted  the  position.  At  this  time  the  parish, 
never  before  in  a  very  prosperous  financial  condition, 
was  at  low  tide  in  its  monetary  affairs.  The  rector's 
stipend  was  but  seven  hundred  dollars,  and  he  was 
fitfully  paid  ;  the  church  building  was  in  a  wretched 
state,  and  the  outlook  was  dreary  enough.  The  sec- 
ond year  of  Mr.  Homer's  incumbency  a  spasmodic 
effort  was  made  to  secure  a  new  church,  one  of  stone. 
It  utterly  failed,  and  the  failure  lefl  the  parish  de- 
pressed and  well-nigh  disheartened.  The  rector, 
then  in  the  flush  of  youth,  was  unequal  to  the 
needed  struggle  for  success,  and  in  October,  1854, 
resigned.  He  is  now  rector  of  St  James',  one  of  the 
largest  churches  in  Brooklyn,  L.  I. 

Rev.  Spencer  M.  Rice  followed  as  rector,  entering 
upon  his  work  in  February,  1855.  Coming  into  the 
church  from  the  Methodist  denomination,  Mr.  Rice 
brought  with*  him  not  a  little  of  the  zeal  and  fervor 
of  that  sect,  and  a  shrewd,  practical  knowledge  of 
affairs.  He  was  remarkably  faithful  and  successful 
in  the  performance  of  parochial  duty,  and  a  wise 
counselor  and  indefatigable  helper  in  managing  the 
temporal  interests  of  the  parish.  It  goes  without 
saying  that  he  was  successful.  The  parish  income 
showed  it,  the  new  interest  in  church  work  manifested 
it,  and  the  complete  renovation  of  the  church  edifice 
and  the  extinction  of  the  church  debt  proved  it.  Mr. 
Rice  was  induced  by 'the  state  of  his  health  to  resign 
in  1860.  He  is  now  residing  in  Jersey  City,  N.  J., 
having  lately,  after  a  long  rectorate,  resigned  the 
charge  of  Grace  Church  in  that  city. 
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In  September  fotlowing  Rev.  Josiah  P.  Tastin,  D.D., 
becnme  rector,  and  resigned  in  April,  18G2. 

Rov.  James  Mulcliulicy  succeeded  liim  in  Septem- 
ber, 18G2,  and  held  tlie  rectorship  for  some  seven 
years.  During  that  time  the  lot  in  the  rear  of  the 
church  was  bought,  and  the  old  house  thereon  con- 
verted into  a  commodious  chapel.  He  had  the  satis- 
faction of  leaving  the  parish  in  good  condition,  the 
result  of  his  intelligent,  faithful,  and  devoted  service. 
Rev.  Dr.  Mulchahey,  after  some  years'  residence  as 
rector  of  a  church  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  was  elected  an 
assistant  minister  of  Old  Trinity  Parish,  New  York, 
and  is  now  in  charge  of  St.  Paul's  in  that  city. 

The  next  rector  was  Rev.  Edmund  Rowland,  who 
assumed  charge  in  November,  1869.  In  May,  1871, 
he  resigned,  upon  the  invitation  of  Bishop  Coxe  to 
act  as  assistant  rector  of  St.  John's,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
After  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  fill  his  place  he  was 
unanimously  and  urgently  recalled,  and  resumed  the 
rectorship,  remaining  till  December,  1878,  when  he 
resigned  and  took  charge  of  Calvary  Church,  Clifton, 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he  now  resides.  His  term  of 
service  in  Grace  Church  was  longer  than  that  of  any 
of  his  predecessors,  covering  a  period  of  nine  years. 
His  rectorship,  though  marked  by  no  extraordinary 
achievement,  was  grandly  successful.  The  church 
grew  steadily  and  healthily  in  every  direction ;  needed 
changes  and  improvements  in  church  and  chapel  were 
quietly  made ;  a  rectory  was  provided  by  a  few  mem- 
bers of  the  parish ;  efforts  were  made  to  establish  a 
mission  in  the  north  part  of  the  city,  which  resulted 
in  the  erection  of  a  new  church  there,  and  the  germ 
of  the  new  Grace  Church  was  in  the  church  building 
fund  which  the  rector  started  and  so  hopefully  and 
patiently  nurtured. 

The  present  rector.  Rev.  George  A.  Strong,  assumed 
his  duties  on  Easter-day,  1879.  He  did  not  suffer  the 
project  of  building  a  new  church  to  slumber,  and  the 
gift  of  an  eligible  site  for  it  by  two  devoted  women 
of  the  parish  settled  the  success  of  his  appeals.  The 
Easter  offerings  of  1880,  appropriated  to  the  fund, 
amounted  to  sixteen  thousand  dollars,  which,  with 
the  four  thousand  dollars  gathered  in  Mr.  Rowland's 
time,  and  the  expected  avails  of  the  sale  of  the  old 
church  and  lot,  warranted  immediate  steps  for  begin- 
ning work.  The  corner-stone  of  the  new  Grace 
Church,  on  the  corner  of  County  and  School  Streets, 
was  laid  by  Rev.  Dr.  Rowland,  Sept.  11, 1880.  The 
building,  mostly  completed,  was  opened  for  service 
Nov.  11, 1881,  Rev.  Phillips  Brooks,  D.D.,  preaching 
the  sermon  ;  and  Oct.  19, 1882,  the  building,  finished 
and  paid  for,  was  consecrated  by  Right  Rev.  Benjamin 
H.  Paddock,  bishop  of  the  diocese.  The  cost  of  the 
church,  exclusive  of  the  lot  (the  market  value  of 
which  was  abont  ten  thousand  dollars),  was  forty- 
seven  thousand  dollars.  •  Its  seating  capacity,  about 
six  hundred,  with  sittings  for  nearly  two  hundred 
more  in  the  adjoining  chapel,  is  none  too  great  for 
present  needs.    In  the  tower  is  a  chime  of  bells,  ten 


in  number,  weighing  over  eleven  thousand  pounds,* 
the  gift  of  the  late  Stephen  G.  Driscol.  They  were 
rung  for  the  first  time  on  Christmas-eve,  1882. 

The  parish  to-day,  with  a  rector  in  whom  its  mem- 
bers are  tlioroughly  and  heartily  in  unison,  with  its 
church  sittings  nearly  all  taken,  with  an  income  in 
excess  of  its  ordinary  expenses,  and  with  the  interest 
in  church  services  and  church  work  steadily  increas- 
ing, occupies  an  assured  position,  and  should  exert  a 
widening  conservative  influence. 

St  James'  Episcopal  Church,  situated  on  County 
Street,  at  its  junction  with  Linden  Street,  has  been 
from  the  date  of  its  erection  one  of  the  attractive 
features  of  the  city,  partly  because  of  the  unique 
style  of  its  architecture,  and  in  part  because  of  the 
extraordinary  circumstances  connected  with  the  or- 
ganization and  growth  of  the  parish. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1878  there  was  a  movement 
among  the  English  operatives  in  the  Wamsutta  Mills 
tending  to  the  establishmentof  a  congregation  which 
should  be  distinct  from  the  old  parish  church,  situ- 
ated on  Union  Street.  Their  relations  with  the  older 
parish  were  most  amicable,  but  the  remote  distance 
of  the  church  from  the  mill  district,  the  rapid  increase 
of  the  population,  and  the  promise  in  a  near  future  of 
a  still  greater  addition  to  the  numbers  of  English 
church  people  in  the  city  favored  the  movement  for  a 
new  parish.  At  the  instance  of  the  then  rector  of  Grace 
Church,  the  Rev.  Edmund  Rowland,  and  under  a 
suggestion  from  the  Bishop  of  Connecticut,  who  is 
also  dean  of  the  world-famed  Berkeley  Divinity 
School,  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Proctor,  a  recent  graduate  of 
the  school,  and  at  the  time  doing  active  missionary 
work  in  the  mining  districts  of  Pennsylvania,  was  in- 
vited to  take  charge  of  the  whole  movement  It  was 
proposed  to  make  the  organization  a  mission  chapel, 
to  be  supported  in  part  by  the  parish  of  Grace  Church, 
in  part  by  the  missionary  society  of  the  diocese,  and 
in  part  by  voluntary  contributions  from  the  people 
who  would  join  the  movement  With  this  agreement, 
Mr.  Proctor  accepted  the  position  offered  to  him,  and 
held  the  first  service  with  the  congregation  in  a  hired 
shed  on  Purchase  Street,  near  the  mills,  on  the  10th 
of  March,  1878.  This  first  service  and  surroundings 
have  been  graphically  described:  The  cobwebbed 
beams  were  hidden  with  sheets  of  Wamsutta  cloth  * 
two  packing-boxes  turned  on  end  and  covered  with 
calico  served  as  altar  and  pulpit;  the  alms  were  col- 
lected in  two  new  and  bright  tin 'pie-plates;  a  bor- 
rowed parlor-organ  and  an  extemporized  choir  of 
young  girls  furnished  the  music ;  a  paper  screen  in- 
closed a  corner  for  a  vestry-room. 

The  names  of  about  forty  individuals  were  entered 
as  a  nucleus  about  which  to  gather  the  new  parish. 
Almost  at  the  outset,  and  before  the  new  minister  had 
fairly  taken  position,  it  was  discovered  that  the  Dioc- 
esan Missionary  Board  discouraged  and  repudiated 
the  whole  scheme  and  had  promised  it  no  support, 
and  at  the  same  time  as  an  acyunct  chapel  to  Grace 
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Church  the  work  would  receive  no  poenible  encourage- 
ment, and  Mr.  Proctor  found  himself  forced  to  face  a 
most  discouraging  outlook, — a  church  of  forty  aouU, 
a  Salary  of  three  hundred  dollars,  and  the  assurance 
that  his  work  must  be  independent  of  all  local  sup- 
port beyond  his  own  congregation.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning of  a  work  whose  after-history  is  said  to  have 
no  parallel  in  the  church.  Mr.  Proctor,  suffering 
with  distressing  ill  health,  but  nerved  with  determina- 
tion, called  his  people  together  on  the  28th  of  March, 
just  two  weeks  after  the  first  service,  laid  the  case 
clearly  before  them,  and  expressed  his  desire  to  ac- 
complish what  they  had  wished  and  planned,  and 
then  and  there  took  the  first  steps  in  organizing  the 
parish.  Articles  of  association  were  drawn  up  and 
signed  by  those  who  were  canonically  entitled  to  do 
80.  The  parish  was  christeped  ''St.  James,"  com- 
memorating both  the  teaching  of  that  apostle  and 
also  the  memory  of  a  dear  friend  of  the  rector,  whose 
Christian  name  was  thus  incorporated  with  the  work, 
and  the  first  vestry  was  elected  as  follows :  Wardens, 
Andrew  Bannister  and  James  Boardmau ;  Treasurer, 
William  Smith ;  Clerk,  A.  McCreary ;  Vestrymen, 
Sidney  Smith,  James  Slater,  William  Robinson,  Wil- 
liam Philips,  George  Ramsbotham.  Through  the 
kindness  of  the  heirs  of  the  Rodman  estate  a  dbused 
school-house  was  loaned  free  of  rent  to  the  new  parish, 
and  from  this  date  services  have  been  held  continu- 
ously. Plans  for  the  erection  of  a  church  building 
were  taken  in  hand  immediately.  Subscriptions  were 
solicited,  and  aq  almost  uninterrupted  flow  of  gifts 
and  donations  poured  down  upon  the  rector.  A  choir 
was  organized  under  Mr.  Proctor's  direction,  whose 
previous  study  of  church  music  in  the  English  cathe- 
drals proved  of  great  service,  and  a  feature  was  estab- 
lished in  the  rendering  of  the  services  of  the  church 
which  has  scarcely  since  abated  and  which  has  always 
been  a  strong  attraction. 

Minor  societies  were  put  in  operation.  The  St. 
James'  League,  organized  April  15, 1878,  with  Mrs. 
Sidney  Smith  as  president,  and  the  St.  James'  Sewing- 
School,  with  Miss  Ella  C.  Adams  as  president,  organ- 
ized soon  after,  have  both  assisted  largely  in  strength- 
ening the  work.  On  ESaster-day,  April  2l8t,  upwards 
of  three  thousand  dollars  had  been  received  or  pledged 
for  building  purposes.  On  the  22d  of  May,  under 
the  direction  of  Judge  Alanson  Borden  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  the  parish  received  its  legal  organization 
and  title,  and  Mr.  Proctor  was  instituted  rector.  On 
Wednesday,  June  6th,  money  enough  having  been 
secured,  the  parish  purchased  and  secured  the  title- 
deeds  to  the  most  eligible  site  upon  which  the  church 
now  stands.  On  Saturday,  the  15th  of  June,  with 
religious  services,  ground  was  broken  on  the  new  lot, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Rowland,  of  Grace  Church,  participating 
with  the  rector  in  the  exercises  and  giving  the  address 
of  the  occasion.  Mr.  Proctor,  breaking  the  firnt  sod, 
was  followed  by  Mr.  Rowland,  and  then  by  the  long 
line  of  people  on  both  sides  of  the  inclosed  space. 


Plans  for  the  new  edifice  were  adopted  from  those 
presented  by  W.  C.  Brocklesby,  architect,  of  Hartford, 
Conn.  On  Friday,  July  25th,  being  St.  James'  Day, 
the  corner-stone  was  laid  with  impressive  ceremonies, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Mulchahey,  of  St.  Paul's,  New  York 
City,  giving  the  address,  followed  by  Mr.  Rowland,  of 
Grace  Church,  the  stone  being  laid  in  place  by  the 
rector  of  the  parish,  Mr.  Proctor.  On  Tuesday  even- 
ing, December  24th,  the  church  was  occupied  for  the 
first  time,  although  in  as  yet  an  unfinished  condition, 
the  workmen  not  entirely  leaving  the  church  until 
February,  when  the  rector  placed  the  last  and  upper- 
most brick  on  the  top  of  the  tower,  a  scaffolding 
being  especially  prepared  for  the  purpose.  So,  with- 
out the  aid  of  any  other  single  parish,  as  such,  and 
without  assistance  from  any  missionary  board,  dioc- 
esan or  otherwise,  St.  James'  Church  became  an 
established  fact  in  less  than  twelve  montlis'  time. 
With  the  advice  of  responsible  persons,  the  church 
was  completed,  with  its  tower  and  necessary  furniture 
and  some  of  the  ordinary  properties  of  a  church 
building,  adding  thereby  a  comparatively  small  debt 
to  the  original  undertaking,  but  which  without  these 
additions  would  have  been  almost  from  the  first  wholly 
free.  Sixteen  thousand  dollars  have  been  raised  in 
four  years  in  cash  offerings  and  memorial  gifts,  and 
the  fairest  promises  are  made  for  sustaining  the  work 
in  the  future. 

The  parish  has  been  self-sustaining  from  its  founda- 
tion, and  has  extended  its  influence  in  a  short  space 
of  time  from  forty  souls  to  near  four  hundred  families. 
The  parish  list  now  numbers  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  families  immediately  connected  with  the  church, 
but  this  in  nowise  includes  the  large  community 
who  depend  upon  the  ministrations  of  the  rector. 
The  christenings  alone  in  St  James'  average  nearly 
one  for  every  Sunday  in  the  year. 

The  rector  of  the  parish,  its  founder  and  first  rector, 
Charles  Hayden  Proctor,  is  an  M.A.,  graduate  of 
Trinity  College,  class  of  1878,  and  of  the  Berkeley 
Divinity  School,  class  of  1876.  His  qualifications  for 
the  position  he  holds  have  been  enhanced  by  the  ex- 
perience of  close  observation  and  study  in  English 
cathedrals,  and  during  a  recent  visit  in  England  his 
work  in  St.  James'  Church  and  among  the  English 
Church  people  received  most  cordial  and  substantial 
recognition  from  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  York, 
the  Bishop  of  Manchester,  and  more  recently  from 
the  late  Dean  of  Westminster,  and  also  from  the  late 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  While  in  the  Northern 
Convocation  he  was  specially  honored  with  a  license 
to  officiate  from  the  archbishop's  own  hand.  With 
a  natural  firmness  of  determination,  Mr.  Proctor  has 
been  enabled  to  accomplish  much  that  many  men 
would  have  shrunk  from  undertaking,  and  the  church 
established  under  his  hand  will  be  a  lasting  monu- 
ment, than  which  one  could  ask  to  deserve  no  greater. 

North  Christian  Church.— This  church  was  **  con- 
stituted a  Christian   Church  Jan.   25,  1807."    The 
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fouoden  of  the  society  were  formerly  membera  of  the 
Baptiftt  Church  in  Dartmoath,  under  the  pastoral 
charf^c  of  Elder  Daniel  Ilix.  The  following  are  the 
names  of  the  original  membto:  Obed  Kempton, 
Ruth  Kcmpton,  John  Hathaway,  Edith  Hathaway, 
Jonathan  Haskins,  Sarah  Haskins,  Sarah  Strange, 
Lois  Hervey,  Patience  Hatch,  Remembrance  Wood, 
Nabby  Russell,  Nabby  Tobey,  Betsey  Ohase. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  church,  Sept.  26,  1811,  Mr. 
Mandell  was  appointed  to  "  keep  the  records,"  Obed 
Kempton  treasurer,  and  Abraham  Gifibrd  "  to  receive 
the  regular  contributions."  Jabez  Hammond  was  or- 
dained as  the  first  deacon  by  Elders  Hix  and  Taylor 
on  May  29,  1812. 

The  first  clergymen  of  whom  the  records  make 
mention,  who  preached  for  the  society  at  different 
periods  during  its  first  existence,  were  Elders  Daniel 
Hix,  Frederick  Plummer,  John  Oray,  Douglass  Far- 
num,  Benjamin  Taylor,  and  Abner  Jones. 

Elder  Benjamin  Taylor  was  the  first  settled  minis- 
ter of  whom  the  records  make  mention.  He  com- 
menced his  labors  with  the  church  in  1812,  and  con- 
tinued his  charge  until  1819. 

Aug.  19, 1817,  a  committee  was  selected  to  inform 
Elder  Elias  Smith,  who  had  occ^onally  preached 
to  the  church,  thnt  he  could  no  longer  be  received  in 
that  capacity.  The  objection  to  Mr.  Smith  was  his 
tendencies  to  the  doctrines  promulgated  by  the  Uni- 
versalists.  Mr.  Smith  was  the  father  of  Matthew 
Hale  Smith,  and  one  of  the  founders  of  the  '*  Chris- 
tian sect."  Another  noteworthy  item  in  connection 
with  Elder  Smith  is  that  he  was  one  of  the  origina- 
tors of  the  Herald  of  Oospel  Liberty^  the  first  relig- 
ious paper  ever  published  in  America. 

Sept.  4,  1819,  Elder  Taylor  dissolved  his  connection 
with  the  church  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Swan- 
sea. His  successor  was  Elder  Moses  How,  who  settled 
with  them  during  the  fall  of  1819. 

About  1820,  Elder  Simon  Clough  visited  the  church 
and  officiated  frequently ;  he  preached  during  the 
greater  part  of  1823-24. 

In  December,  1826,  Elder  Charles  Morgridge,  of 
Boston,  was  settled  as  minister.  The  pulpit  was  sup- 
plied in  the  interim  by  Elder  Hervey  Sullings. 

During  the  fall  of  1881,  Mr.  Morgridge  resigned  his 
pastoral  charge,  and  in  January,  1882,  Elder  I^ovell, 
formerly  a  Methodist  preacher  of  Portsmouth,  N.<H., 
8UC(ieeded  him.    He  officiated  for  about  two  years. 

In  1833  the  church  was  reorganized,  and  a  charter 
of  incorporation  was  obtained  from  the  General  Court, 
dated  March  14th. 

On  retirement  of  Mr.  Lovell,  Rev.  Mr.  Morgridge 
again  renewed  his  connection  with  the  church,  and 
remained  with  it  until  the  spring  of  1841. 

During  August,  1841,  an  invitation  was  extended 
to  Rev.  Silas  Hawley  to  become  pastor,  and  he  con- 
tinued until  January,  1848.  At  this  date  Elder  P.  R. 
Russell  supplied  the  pulpit  for  about  a  year.  Soon 
after  his  withdrawal   Elder  A.  G.  Morton   became 


pastor,'  and  continued  till  Dec  29,  1851,  when  he 
withdrew. 

Nov.  11, 1852,  the  society  voted  to  extend  an  invi* 
tation  to  William  R.  Stowe,  which  he  accepted,  and 
continued  with  the  society  until  January,  1854.  On 
his  retirement  Elder  David  E.  Millard,  of  Broom- 
field,  N.  Y.,  was  engaged  to  preach  for  the  society. 
He  entered  upon  his  duties  May,  1854,  and  in^p- 
tember  of  the  same  year  received  and  accepted  an  in« 
vi tation  to  assume  the  pastorship.  In  July,  1855,  he 
tendered  his  resignation,  which  was  accepted.  At  a 
special  meeting  held  during  the  following  December 
Rev.  T.  C.  Moulton  was  elected  pastor.  Mr.  Moulton 
returned  no  answer  to  the  call  until  November,  1856, 
when  he  declined  the  invitation. 

For  upwards  of  eighteen  months  the  church  was 
without  a  settled  pastor,  the  pulpit  being  supplied  by 
a  committee.  Finally,  in  May,  1857,  Rev.  S:  W. 
Whitney,  of  New  York,  was  engaged,  and  remained 
till  some  time  in  1858. 

The  supply  of  the  pulpit  was  again  in  the  hands  of 
a  committee,  which  at  length,  in  September,  1858, 
succeeded  in  securing  the  services  of  the  Rev.  T.  C. 
Moulton,  and  he  continued  to  act  in  this  capacity 
until  March,  1859,  when  he  was  elected  pastor,  and 
remained  until  September,  1 868.  He  was  succeeded  in 
November,  1868,  by  Rev.  Austin  Craig,  who  resigned 
Aug.  80,  1869.  His  successors  have  been  Rev.  A.  J. 
Kirkland,  Rev.  O.  A.  Roberts,  and  Rev.  S.  Wright 
Butler,  the  present  incumbent. 

The  society  first  worshiped  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  Obed 
Kempton,  on  the  corner  of  Purchase  and  Middle 
Streets ;  then  in  a  rope-walk  in  the  south  part  of  the 
city.  In  1808  or  1809  the  church  on  Middle  Street 
was  erected  by  Mr.  Abraham  Giflford  and  others  for 
the  society.  It  was  used  by  it  for  a  house  of  worship 
until  1838,  when  the  large  and  commodious  church 
which  it  now  occupies,  opposite  the  Parker  House, 
was  built. 

The  church  has  always  been  liberal  in  the  support 
of  the  gospel  and  generous  in  its  charities. 

The  Middle  Street  Christian  Church.'— The 
Middle  Street  Christian  Church  was  constituted 
March  21, 1828,  of  members  who,  at  their  own  re- 
quest, were  set  off  for  that  purpose  by  the  North 
Christian  Church,  which  was  organized  in  1807.  The 
members  were  Abraham  Gifford,  William  Cranston, 
William  Whitten,  Warren  Maxfield,  Watson  Ellis, 
Ezra  S.  Kempton,  Samuel  James,  James  Barlow,  and 
Elder  Harvey  Sullings,  a  preacher.  They  met  at  the 
house  of  Obed  Kempton,  northwest  corner  of  Middle 
and  Purchase  Streets.  The  first  baptism  was  of  Mary 
Pease  and  Rebecca  Gifford.  The  first  settled  min- 
ister was  William  Coe.  The  first  meeting-house 
erected  was  on  Middle  Street,  south  of  Mr.  Kempton's 
house.  The  pastors  were  the  venerable  William  Coe, 
three  veard ;  Luther  Baker,  a  man  of  holy  life ;"  Isaac 
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Smith,  called  the  "  excellent  man ;"  Moeea  HoW|  under 
whom  a  great  revival  took  place  in  January  of  1887. 
Many  were  added  to  the  church,  and  in  1884  they 
moved  into  the  church  on  Middle  Street,  opposite 
Sixth  Street,  where  they  now  (1882)  worship.  Elder 
How  was  called  the  "  good  pastor."  He  continued 
with,  this  church  till  July,  1844.  He  died  in  1882,  in 
the  seventieth  year  of  his  ministry  and  the  ninety- 
second  year  of  his  age,  honored,  respected,  and  be- 
loved through  all  New  England,  and  by  the  Chris- 
tians through  the  United  States. 

Elder  How  was  followed  in  1844  by  the  "good 
preacher/'  O.  E.  Morrill,  and  in  1848,  Morrill  was 
succeeded  by  Elder  Brown.  In  1849  to  1850,  John 
Taylor,  "  the  tender-hearted  minister,"  preached,  and 
the  church  was  much  revived.  From  1850  to  1857 
the  aged  Benjamin  Taylor  was  their  pastor,  who  was 
succteded  by  Elder  James  S.  White,  who  continued 
pastor  to  1861,  when  Benjamin  S.  Batchelor  was  set- 
tled, and  filled  the  pulpit  with  great  success  until 
1875.  A  young  minister  named  A.  A.  Kirkland  then 
supplied  the  pulpit  for  some  months  till  the  eloquent 
pulpit  orator,  Z.  T.  Sullivan,  was  settled,  who  con- 
tinued drawing  large  congregations  until  1877,  when 
he  accepted  a  call  from  the  Congregational  Church  at 
Brockton,  and  was  followed  by  Elder  Daniel  L.  Craft, 
who  filled  it  for  two  yean.  In  1880,  N.  Summerbell, 
D.D.,  former  president  of  Union  Christian  College, 
was  settled.  More  than  forty  members  have  been 
added  up  to  this  time ;  also  a  heavy  debt,  which  had 
been  accumulating  for  the  past  five  years,  has  been 
paid.  The  present  number  of  members  is  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four.  There  is  a  good  Sunday-school, 
of  which  Isaac  W.  Benjamin  is  superintendent,  and 
Frank  L.  Davis,  assistant 

The  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  Christian  Church 
is  its  conformation  to  the  New  Testament  form  of 
Christianity.  It,  therefore,  accepts  the  Bible  as  the 
heaven-given  and  only  perfect  creed,  Christ  as  the 
only  heaven-appointed  leader,  charity  as  the  greatest 
Christian  grace,  and  Christian  union  as  a  duty.  It 
states  its  faith  in  Bible  language  with  the  exactness 
of  verbal  accuracy,  and  submits  to  no  additions  to 
the  Bible,  but  extends  fellowship  and  communion  to 
all  Christians. 

Rev.  Dr.  Summerbell,  the  present  pastor,  is  the 
well-known  originator  and  editor  of  The  Christian 
Pulpit^  a  monthly,  and  former  editor  of  the  Herald  of 
Oospel  Liberty,  Dayton,  Ohio;  is  the  author  of  many 
popular  works,  the  most  important  of  which  are  his 
'*  History  of  the  Christians,"  from  the  birth  of  the 
Saviour  to  the  present  time,  royal  octavo,  five  hun- 
dred and  seventy-six  pages,  and  his  **  Discussions," 
and  his  remarkably  popular  work  called  "  Christian 
Principles,"  all  of  which  have  passed  through  many 
editions.  The  ''Christian  Principles,"  after  passing 
through  eight  editions,  has  been  **  revised  and  abridged 
by  Rev.  R.  J.  Wright,  LL.D.,"  and  published  at  his 
own  expense  for  universal  distribution. 


The  church  has  been  much  strengthened  under  his 
labors,  and  its  former  distinction  as  a  church  of  revi- 
vals and  deep  religious  experience  has  returned.  The 
present  church  clerk  ts  Frank  L.  Davis. 

Sonfh  Christian  Churoh.— The  house  of  worship 
on  the  comer  of  Sherman  and  Bonney  Streets  was 
built  in  1851-52  by  Booth  &  Hathaway,  at  a  cost  of 
about  four  thousand  dollars.  It  contains  sixty  pews, 
and  will  seat  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  persons. 
Meetings  were  first  held  in  the  vestry  in  February, 
1852.  June  9th  the  house  was  dedicated.  The  ser- 
mon on  the  occasion  was  preached  by  Rev.  Qeorge 
H.  Eldridge,  who  commenced  his  ministerial  services 
there  the  previous  April.  In  five  days  subsequent  to 
the  dedication  pews  enough  were  sold  to  pay  every 
bill  on  the  house  and  leave  a  surplus  of  four  hundred 
dollars  in  pew  stock  belonging  to  the  society.  During 
that  summer  it  was  organized  as  the  "South  Christian 
Society,"  and  in  September  following  it  was  **  con- 
stituted a  Christian  Church,"  consisting  of  the  fol- 
lowing persons:  Pardon  Wilcox,  Tillinghast  Sowle, 
Cranston  Wilcox,  Josiah  S.  Bonney,  William  Miller, 
Henry  T.  James,  William  H.  Macy,  Barbara  Bowie, 
Betsey  Wilcox,  Hannah  H.  Albert,  Phebe  A.  James, 
and  Sarah  Chace. 

Elder  Hervey  SulliuKs  was  an  active  member  of 
this  church  and  contributed  liberally  to  its  support. 
When  the  society  was  without  a  pastor  he  often  sup- 
plied the  pulpit,  and  was  favorably  received.  He 
died  in  December,  1859,  about  eighty  years  of  age. 

Rev.  George  H.  Eldridge  was  the  first  pastor,  and 
continued  his  labors  until  April,  1856.  For  nearly 
two  years  after  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Eldridge  the 
supplies  of  the  pulpit  were  irregular.  In  December, 
1856,  the  church  received  a  visit  from  Rev.  I.  H.  Coe, 
and  subsequently  extended  a  unanimous  call  to  him 
to  become  pastor.  The  invitation  was  accepted,  and 
Mr.  Coe  entered  upon  his  duties  April  1st  of  the  fol- 
lowing year,  and  has  continued  from  that  time  to  the 
present,  and  is  now  the  oldest  settled  pastor  in  this 
city.  He  was  born  in  Woodstock,  Conn.,  May  12, 
1818. 

The  Spruce  Street  Christian  Chnrch  was  organ- 
ized June  28,  1869,  with  the  following  members: 
Nicholas  S.  Chad  wick,  iirst  pastor,  William  Bosworth, 
Isaac  S.  Thomas,  Qeorge  L.  Dyer,  Qeorge  L.  Eidrige, 
Joseph  W.  Robertson,  Sarah  M.  Eidrige,  Mary  E. 
Ellis,  Lydia  Berree,  Susan  E.  Johnson,  Abby  Berree, 
Lydia  R.  Qrimshaw,  Martha  Q.  Turner. 

Jan.  25,  1880,  Rev.  Qardner  Devan  commenced  his 
labors  with  us,  and  Feb.  8,  1881,  resigned. 

July  14,  1881,  church  called  Rev.  Allen  Damon  to 
be  their  pastor,  who  is  serving  us  to  date,  Sept.  19, 
1882.  Church  as  now  organized:  Allen  Damon,  pas- 
tor ;  Deacons,  Richard  E.  Macomber,  Isaac  S.  Thomas ; 
Treasurer,  B.  F.  II.  Reed ;  Clerk,  J.  8.  Thomas ;  Su- 
perintendent of  Sabbath-school,  Laurens  W.  Faunco; 
Chairman  of  Business  Meetings,  E.  J.  H.  Tripp. 

March  26,  1871,  Mr.  Chadwick  resigned.    Services 
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in  church  were  continued  by  difTerent  pnators.  Elders 
Howe,  Murry,  Greenwood,  Peirce.  Rev.  Mr.  Kirkland 
supplied  three  months.  Joseph  W.  Thomas  was  pas- 
tor for  the  year  ending  Nov.  24,  1872. 

Dec.  1,1872,  Rev.  Ellen  Qastin  commenced .  her 
labors  with  us,  and  on  Feb.  23,  1878,  resigned. 

April  6, 1878,  C.  F.  Burleigh  commenced  preaching 
here,  and  on  July  9th  following  was  ordained  and  in- 
stalled as  pastor.    He  resigned  April  28, 1878. 

During  his  pastorate,  which  was  longer  than  any 
other,  the  church  has  seen  some  prosperity,  and  has 
also  been  called  to  pass  through  some  grievous  trials. 

The  church  now  numbers  fifty-eight,  together  with 
an  interesting  Sabbath -school,  with  prospects  of  much 
greater  growth  and  usefulness. 

This  church  differs  somewhat  from  all  others  in  the 
city,  as  it  does  not  own  the  church  property.  It  is 
held  by  the  Spruce  Street  Mission  Society. 

The  Christian  TTnion  Church,'  New  Bedford,  was 
organized  about  the  1st  of  January,  1876,  worshiping 
in  a  hall  for  one  year,  at  which  time  they  had  com- 
pleted a  house  of  worship  on  High  Street,  it  being 
dedicated  by  Rev.  E^win  Burnham  on  the  12th  day 
of  January.  The  church  has  from  the  first  organiza- 
tion numbered  about  sixty,  some  being  added  and 
some  leaving.  Only  four  deaths  have  occurred  in  the 
eight  years  of  time  since  its  first  existence. 

There  is  connected  with  the  church  a  small  Sab- 
bath-school, numbering  about  forty  to  fifty  scholars, 
yet  in  a  good  healthy  condition. 

The  creed  of  the  church  is  the  Bible  only.  Its 
mode  of  baptism  is  immersion.  Its  test  of  fellowship 
is  Christian  character,  open  communion  to  all  Chris- 
tians, or,  as  its  name  indicates,  union  with  all  true 
Christians. 

Its  mode  of  government  is  adopted  from  Matt, 
xviii.,  accepting  no  human  forms.  Its  bond  of  union 
is  Christian  love,  allowing  all  or  any  members  to  leave 
when  they  cease  to  love,  and  return  on  the  same 
principles. 

The  faith  of  the  future  is  *'  that  the  wages  of  Hn  is 
death  ;"  "  the  gift  of  God  is  eternal  life  through  Jesus 
Christ." 

The  TTniyersalist  Church.'— The  present  house  of 
worship  on  William  Street  is  the  second  house  that 
has  been  built  in  New  Bedford.  The  first  house  was 
erected  in  1836,  and  stands  on  the  southeast  corner  of 
Fifth  and  School  Streets.  In  this  house  the  Univer- 
salists  held  public  worship  for  about  twelve  years, 
and  had  for  regular  pastors  John  M.  Spear,  G.  T. 
Farnsworth,  and  S.  S.  Fletcher,  who  were  very  good 
preachers.  In  1849  the  society,  having  beci)me  much 
involved  in  debt,  sold  their  house  to  the  Catholics, 
since  which  it  has  been  known  as  the  SL  Mary's 
Church. 

In  1851  some  of  the  Universalists  of  the  old  church, 
with  others  who  had  come  to  New  Bedford  within  a 
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few  years,  who  felt  the  need  of  worshiping  God  and 
promulgating  the  doctrines  of  Universalism,  came  to- 
gether and  secured  the  services  of  the  then  Rev. 
Hiram  Van  Campen,and  held  religious  worship  each 
Sabbath-day  in  a  small  hall  (Sears'  Hall  it  was  called) 
on  Cheapside,  nearly  opposite  and  in  front  of  the 
City  Hall.  Here  Mr.  Van  Campen  preached  for 
several  years,  and  the  congregation  grew  and  in-< 
creased.  In  1854  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stevenson  was  em- 
ployed,  and  under  his  ministry,  with  the  good  seed 
sown  by  Mr.  Van  Campen,  the  people  resolved  to 
have  a  house  of  worship,  and  in  August,  1855,  the 
present  house  was  completed  and  dedicated,  and 
since  which  time  public  worship  has  been  regularly 
held,  with  a  few  slight  intermissions  in  the  change  of 
pastors.  The  pastors  have  been  the  Revs.  B.  V.  Ste- 
venson, J.  J.  Twiss.  T.  G.St.  John,  S.  L.  Rosepaugh, 
George  VV.  Skinner,  I.  C.  Knowlton,  C.  B.  Lombard, 
J.  H.  Farnesworth,  William  C.  Stiles,  and  G.  F. 
Flanders,  D.D. ;  the  last  named  is  the  present  pastor. 
Mr.  Flanders  is  a  very  able,  learned,  and  eloquent 
preacher,  and  under  his  ministry  the  society  is  in  an 
excellent  condition. 

John  P.  Knowles,.  G.  L.  Barney,  Benjamin  Alsey, 
Mr.  Van  Campen,  John  M.  Foster,  Benjamin  F. 
Brownell,  and  others  now  dead  have  been  the  most 
prominent  citizens  and  supporters  of  this  church  in 
the  past,  and  still  live  and  are  interested  in  the  soci- 
ety. New  members  have  joined,  such  as  John  P« 
Knowles,  Jr.,  H.  M.  Knowlton,  A.  G.  Walker,  and 
others,  with  many  excellent  ladies,  and  these  all  are 
the  friends  and  supporters  of  the  society.  It  is  but 
simple  justice  to  say  that  during  all  the  past  this 
church  has  maintained  the  doctrines  of  the  early 
founders  of  Universalism  in  America,  and  fervently 
adhere  to  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  Universal- 
ist  denomination. 

It  has  always  aided  in  the  works  of  charity,  love, 
and  temperance  in  this  community,  and  sought  to 
elevate  man.  It  practices  the  exact  fatherhood  of 
God  and  the  brotherhood  of  man,  upon  which  basis 
alone  comes  all  the  workings  of  the  true  good  spirit 
in  man. 

Society  of  Friends. — Meetings  were  first  held  in 
the  village  of  Bedford  in  1772;  but  we  learn  that 
they  were  held  at  the  Head  of  the  River  as  early  as 
1725,  and  a  portion  of  the  meeting-house  now  occu- 
pied by  the  Friends  there  was  built  in  1727. 

They  first  met  here  in  a  school-house  which  stood 
upon  a  rock  just  east  of  the  northeast  corner  of  School 
and  Third  Streets.  This  was  the  only  place  of  wor- 
ship in  the  village  for  some  years.  Their  first  house 
was  built  in  1785,  on  Spring  Street. 

These  comprise  most  of  the  early  Friends:  Joseph 
Rotch  and  his  son  William  Rotch,  Sr.,*  Joseph  Rus* 
sell,  who  owned  the  principal  portion  of  the  place 
Mouth  of  Elm  Street;  William  Russell,  who  emigrated 
frnm  Nantucket  and  lived  to  a  very  advanced  age, 
being  nearly  a  hundred  years  old  at  his  death ;  he 
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built  the  fourth  house  in  the  village;  Seth  Butsell, 
the  father  of  Seth  and  Charles  Russell,  whose  resi- 
dence was  on  the  west  side  of  Water  Street ;  Benjamin 
Taber,  grandfather  of  William  C.  Taber,  who  built 
one  of  the  three  first  houses  in  the  village ;  Joseph 
Austin,  the  first  hatter;  Matthew  Howland,  father  of 
George  Rowland,  deceased;  and  Daniel  Bicketson, 
father  of  Joseph  Ricketson,  who  was  for  many  years 
cashier  of  the  Commercial  Bank. 

Subsequently  we  find  as  members  the  following  dis* 
tinguished  citizens:  Abraham  Smith,  William  Rotch, 
Jr.,  and  his  brother  Thomas,  Samuel  Rodman,  Thomas 
Hazard,  Elisha  Thornton,  John  Howland,  father  of 
Capt.  James  Howland,  Humphrey  Russell,  William 
Sawyer  Wall,  father  of  William  A.  Wall,  the  cele- 
brated artist  of  this  city,  and  Cornelius  Howland. 

The  preachers  of  whom  we  have  knowledge  are 
Thomas  Rotch,  James  Davis,  Elisha  Thornton,  Job 
Chaloner,  Lydia  Rotch,  afterwards  dean,  Mary  Card, 
Deborah  Otis,  and  Joseph  Davis.  The  above  persons 
are  deceased.  There  are  still  living  Susan,  Rhoda, 
and  Rachel  Howland,  Susan  R.  Smith,  Mary  Shove, 
Rhoda  H.  Taber,  Josiah  Holmes,  Jr. 

The  first  clerk  of  whom  we  have  any  information 
is  Caleb  Greene.  He  was  succeeded  by  Abraham 
Sherman,  Jr.,  who  held  the  post  twenty-six  years. 
The  next  was  William  C.  Taber,  who  officiated  nine- 
teen years ;  after  him  Charles  R.  Tucker  and  Mat- 
thew Howland  served  a  short  time,  when  he  was 
again  chosen,  and  is  at  present  acting  in  that  ca- 
pacity. 

The  former  elders  of  the  society  were  Caleb  Greene, 
William  Rotch,  William  Rotch,  Jr.,  Francis  Taber, 
Barnabas  Taber,  and  Abraham  Sherman,  Jr.,  W.  C. 
Taber,  W.  P.  Howland,  Charles  R.  Tucker,  Matthew 
Howland,  and  Seth  K.  Akin. 

The  present  meeting-house  is  on  Spring  Street,  be- 
tween Sixth  and  Seventh. 

Josiah  Holmes,  Jr.,  Rachel  S.  Howland,  William 
Thompson,  Ruth  S.  Murray,  Rebecca  H.  Smiley, 
ministers;  William  C.  Taber,  Matthew  Howland, 
Seth  K.  Akin,  Betsey  P.  Wood,  Sarah  H.  Anthony, 
Deborah  Wing,  Mary  A.  Smith,  Anna  G.  Wood, 
Susan  T.  Thompson,  elders.  While  Friends  have 
their  recognized  or  recorded  ministers,  they  do  not 
hold  the  pastoral  relation  as  it  exists  in  other  re- 
ligious organizations. 

The  Seamen's  BefheL-^The  first  meeting  to  take 
into  condideration  the  expediency  of  forming  a  society 
to  promote  the  interests  of  seamen  was  held  at  the 
Merchants'  Insurance  office,  May  17, 1880.  Stephen 
Merihew  was  chosen  chairman,  and  H.  G.  O.  Colby 
secretary.  A  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  S.  S. 
Smith,  S.  J.  S.  Vose,  and  J.  F.  Emerson,  drew  up  a 
constitution,  which  was  adopted  at  the  same  meeting. 

Jan.  28,  1881,  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  B. 
Rodman,  T.  Riddell,.and  W.  C.  Nye,  reported  in 
favor,  of  building  a  chapel  for  mariners.  In  May 
following  a  house  and  lot  on  what  is  now  knovyn  as 


Bethel  Street  was  purchased  of  Mary  Rotch  for  four- 
teen hundred  dollars.  At  the  first  annual  meeting 
of  the  society,  held  June  7, 1881,  it  was  resolved  that 
the  form  of  worship  should  be  perfectly  unsectarian, 
and  that  all  denominations  should  have  the  privilege 
of  supplying  the  pulpit. 

Services  were  first  conducted  in  the  old  Town  Hall 
every  Sunday  morning,  each  of  the  clergymen  in  the 
place  officiating  in  turn.  The  first  meeting  was  held 
Sunday,  July  81, 1881.  About  this  time  the  house 
which  had  been  purchased  was  moved  to  the  south 
part  of  the  lot,  and  a  chapel,  forty-five  by  forty  feet, 
was  built  by  Mr.  Shaw  from  Bristol,  R.  I.,  under  the 
direction  of  a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Samuel 
Rodman,  Jr.,  T.  Riddell,  and  W.  W.  Swain. 

The  first  chaplain  was  the  Rev.  Enoch  Mudge,  who 
commenced  his  labors  April  27,  1882.  May  4th  the 
society  was  incorporated  by  act  of  the  General  Court. 
Rev.  Mr.  Mudge  resigned  in  July,  1844,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  Moses  How,  who  remained  fifteen 
years.  The  present  efficient  chaplain.  Rev.  James  D. 
Butler,  was  his  successor.  Mr.  Butler  entered  upon  his 
duties  as  chaplain  and  agent  April  15, 1859,  and  re^ 
mained  until  1868,  when  he  resigned  and  became 
pastor  of  Trinity  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Paw- 
tucket,  R.  I.,  and  was  subsequently  pastor  at  New 
London.  In  1870  he  returned  to  New  Bedford,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  Mr.  Butler  has  now  served  the 
New  Bedford  Port  Society  seventeen  years,  and  his 
service  has  not  only  been  a  long  one  but  an  honor- 
able one.  A  writer,  in  speaking  of  him,  says,  "  As 
a  laborer  he  ranks  high  in  his  denomination.  His 
piety  is  of  no  ordinary  cast,  and  he  is  diligent  and 
persevering  in  all  his  duties." 

Rev.  Samuel  Fos  succeeded  Mr.  Butler  in  1868,  and 
remained  until  1869. 

In  March,  1866,  the  Bethel  was  partially  destroyed 
by  fire.  The  burnt  portion  was  immediately  rebuilt, 
and  the  whole  edifice  thoroughly  repaired.  July  26, 
1867,  the  church  was  reopened  with  appropriate  ex- 
ercises. A  sermon  was  preached  on  the  occasion  by 
Rev.  L.  B.  Bates. 

The  present  officers  of  the  Port  Society  are  as  fol- 
lows: Hon.  George  Howland,  Jr.,  president;  Wil- 
liam Phillips,  Jireh  Swift,  vice-presidents ;  James 
Taylor,  recording  secretary ;  James  D.  Butler,  cor- 
responding secretary;  Gideon  B.  Wright,  treasurer; 
Rev.  James  D.  Butler,  chaplain ;  Joseph  C.  Delano, 
Alexander  H.  Seabury,  George  B.  Richmond,  Oliver 
Prescott,  Edward  D.  Mandell,  C.  B.  H.  Fessenden, 
Abram  T.  Eddy,  Edmund  Rodman,  Samuel  H.  Cook, 
Henry  T.  Wood,  F.  A.  Washburn,  George  F.  Bart- 
Ictt,  Matthew  Howland,  Timothy  D.  Cook,  George  R. 
Phillips,  Johu  F.  Tucker,  Benjamin  Anthony,  James 
E.  Stanton,  Benjamin  T.  Cummings,  William  R. 
Wing,  Johu  P.  Knowles,  Jr.,  Louni  Snow,  board  of 
managers. 

St.  Lawrence  Roman  Catholic  Church.  — The 
first  pastor  of  this  cliurch  was  Rev.  Father  Lavasey, 
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who  built  the  first  church  edifice  on  Allan  Street  in 
1820,  At  a  cost  of  eight  hundred  dollars.  In  1849  the 
house  WAS  sold,  and  the  Universalist  Church  corner 
Fidh  and  School  Streets  was  purchased.  This  was 
occupied  until  the  completion  of  their  present  church 
edifice  in  1870,  when  the  name  of  the  church  was 
changed  to  St.  Lawrence,  it  having  previously  been 
called  St.  Mary.  St.  Mary's  Church  is  now  used  for 
children's  mass  and  Sunday-school.  The  present  pas- 
tor is  the  Rev.  Hugh  J.  Smyth,  assisted  by  Rev.  Owen 
Kiernem. 

The  Choroh  of  the  Sacred  Heart  is  located  on 
Ashland  Street,  corner  of  Robeson,  and  Rev.  George 
Pager  is  pastor. 

St  John  Baptist  (Portaguese)  is  located  on 
Wing  Street,  corner  Fifth.  Rev.  Antonio  M.  Freitas 
is  the  present  pastor. 

Howland  ChapeL— This  chapel  was  erected  in 
1870  by  Matthew  Howland  as  a  place  of  worship  for 
the  operatives  and  others  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Warn- 
sutta  Mills,  who  were  destitute  of  a  house  of  wor- 
ship. In  the  summer  of  that  year  Mr.  Howland  pur- 
chased a  lot  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  Purchase  Street, 
and  immediately  commenced  the  erection  of  the 
chapel,  which  is  thirty-six  feet  by  fifly-five  feet  in 
size. 

It  was  completed  and  furnished  at  an  expense  of 
little  over  seven  thousand  dollars,  all  of  which  sum 
was  paid  by  Mr.  Howland.  The  chapel  was  dedi- 
cated Jan.  13,  1871,  and  on  the  following  Sabbath  a 
school  was  opened  under  the  superintendence  of 
Henry  T.  Wood,  of  this  city,  and  in  the  evening  relig- 
ious services  were  held  for  the  benefit  of  all  who  in- 
clined to  come,  it  being  distinctly  understood  there 
was  no  tax  to  be  levied  or  contribution  called  for  or 
sectarianism  to  be  exercised.  It  was  remarked  in  one 
of  the  newspapers  at  the  time  that  "  the  chapel  was 
completely  filled  with  people,  who  showed  a  marked 
interest  in  the  exercises  of  the  evening."  In  a  short 
address  on  the  occasion^  Mr.  Howland  said  that  the 
erection  of  the  chapel  had  not  been  from  any  selfish 
motive,  but  to  furnish  a  comfortable  and  agreeable 
room  for  those  who  felt  destitute  of  a  place  of  wor- 
ship in  this  part  of  the  city  to  come  and  listen  to  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel  and  be  taught  the  simple 
truths  of  the  Bible. 

Since  the  organization  of  the  school,  twelve  years 
ago,  it  has  been  kept  up  without  omission,  most  of 
the  time  under  the  faithful  and  efllicient  superintend- 
ence of  II.  T.  Wood,  who  resigned  about  a  year  since, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Robert  B.  Taber.  The  average 
attendance  of  the  school  has  ranged  from  one  hundred 
and  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

The  expenses  connected  with  the  chapel  since  its 
erection,  such  as  warming,  lighting,  salary  of  sex- 
ton, fael,  etc.,  have  been  paid  by  Mr.  Howland. 
Many  of  the  small  expenses  connected  with  the  school 
have  been  paid  by  little  contributions  from  the  chil- 
dren.   The  school  has  also  quite  a  good  library. 


The  Second  Advent  Chnroh.— The  first  meetings 
of  this  sect  in  New  Bedford  were  held  in  1840,  by 
William  Miller,  of  New  York,  and  among  its  early 
supporters  here  were  Francis  Whitton,  Ellery  Rec- 
ords, Henry  V.  Davis,  William  B.  King,  William 
Giffbrd,  Stephen  D.  Jordan,  Dr.  Baker,  Asa  Coombs, 
Curtis  Gammons,  Pardon  Potter,  James  Baxter,  Hat- 
til  Kelley,  Jeremiah  Tripp,  John  F;  Vinal,  and  John 
Gammons.  '■ 

The  first  settled  pastor  was  Elder  Joseph  Turner. 
The  church  is  located  on  Kempton  Street,  near  County. 
E.  E.  Church,  Phineas  White,  deacons;  Phineas 
White,  Benjamin  Irish,  William  B.  Hambly,  Ezra 
Wing,  William  B.  King,  George  W.  Maker,  E.  E. 
Church,  Frederick  Stanton,  James  G.  '  Harding, 
church  and  finance  committee;  James  G.  Harding, 
clerk  and  treasurer. 

There  is  also  a  Union  Church  located  at  Allen's 
Corner,  PlainviHe ;  Olivet  Chapel,  on  Acushnet  Av- 
enue, corner  of  Blackmer;  Rockdale  Union  Free 
Chapel  Association,  organized  March  19, 1878 ;  and 
Missionary  Chapel,  South  Water  Street,  corner  of 
Leonard. 

Extinct  Chorches.— The  following  churches  are 
extinct: 

The  Pacific  Church.— This  church  was  organ- 
ized Oct.  8,  1844,  with  the  following  persons;  Perry 
G  Macomber  and  wife,  Samuel  Bennett  and  wife, 
Ebenezer  Rider,  John  W.  Tripp  and  wife,  George 
Perry  and  wife,  John  S.  Holmes,  Mrs.  Susan  Perry, 
Laban  Thatcher,  Sarah  Allen,  Hannah  Chase,  Fanny 
Thomas,  Sarah  Slocum,  Sarah  Cobb,  Rebecca  Albert, 
Thankful  Hawes,  Almira  Ellis,  Abby  Copeland,  Susan 
Vincent,  and  Betsey  Holmes. 

October  13th,  Rev.  Sylvester  Holmes  and  wife,  Jon- 
athan Wheeler  and  wife,  Seth  C.  Nichols,  Eliphalet 
Daggett,  Esther  Sowle,  and  others  were  received  into 
the  church. 

Sabbath  aflernoon,  November  8d,  the  following 
persons  were  admitted  to  membership  by  letter:  I. 
H.  Bartlett,  Joseph  Sea  bury  and  wife,  Deborah  C. 
Bartlett,  and  Miss  Abby  Jane  Clapp.  November  4th, 
Perry  G.  Macomber  and  Jonathan  Wheeler  were 
chosen  deacons. 

The  pastors  were  as  follows:  Revs.  Sylvester 
Holmes,  Mr.  Colburn,  Timothy  Stowe,  Bernard  Paine, 
T.  C.  Jerome,  I.  L.  Harris,  and  Rev.  C.  J.  K.  Jones. 

The  church  disbanded  April  17, 1878,  the  member- 
ship of  nearly  one  hundred  going  to  North  Congre- 
gational Church  and  Unitarian  Church,  almost  en- 
tirely to  the  former. 

The  church  property  was  sold  to  the  Second  Ad- 
ventists. 

Third  Christian  Church. — This  chuk-ch  was 
organized  in  1826.  It  was  known  as  the  African 
Christian  until  1840,  when  the  name  was  changed  to 
Third  Christian.  The  house  of  worship  was  oh 
Middle  Street,  and  was  dedicated  June  24,  1880; 
sermon  by  Elder  William  Quinn.    Shortly  after  the 
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Bocieiy  was  admitted  to  the  Christian  oonnection. 
The  names  of  those  constituting  the  church  were 
John  Christopher,  Joseph  An  tone,  N.  Anderson, 
Mosefi  Sheperd,  Samuel  Wilson,  Charles  R.  Cook, 
Samuel  Richards,  Ruth  Johnson,  Dinah  Farmer, 
Rebecca  Bailey,  Sally  Antone,  Margaret  Sheperd, 
Catharine  Dixon,  Jane  Fute,  Avis  Williams,  Char- 
lotte Cook,  and  Abby  Christopher. 

The  following  were  the  pastors :  Rev.  Messrsl  Wash- 
ington Christian,  Jacob  Perry,  Isaac  Smith,  Luke  Wal- 
dron,  Haves,  Anthony,  Henson,  Francis,  Sunrise,  Re- 
man, and  J.  B.  Smith. 

To  meet  the  expenses  of  repairs  the  property  was 
mortgaged  to  the  Five  Cents  Savings-Bank,  which 
foreclosed  the  mortgage  in  1859,  and  the  church  be- 
came extinct.  During  the  latter  part  of  its  existence 
it  was  known  as  the  Free- Will  Baptist  Church. 

Cannonyille  Union  Chuboh  was  organized 
through  the  efforts  of  Messrs.  Edv^ard  S.  Cannon, 
Charles  Cannon,  W.  H.  Sturtevant,  Ellis  Bartlett, 
Isaac  Bolles,  and  Gkorge  W.  Hathaway.  A  house  of 
worship  was  built  by  William  Wilcox,  costing  one 
thousand  dollars,  of  which  sum  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  was  raised  by  Messrs.  Cannon.  It  was 
dedicated  Dec.  9,  1841,  sermon  by  Rev.  G.  F.  Pool. 
In  the  spring  of  1842  a  church  was  formed,  having  a 
membership  of  forty-two. 

The  first  settled  pastor  was  Rev.  Edward  H.  Hat- 
field, whose  ministry  began  in  1849.  He  continued 
only  six  months ;  supplies  were  then  procured  until 
the  next  session  of  Conference,  when  Rev.  Charles 
Noble  was  sent  to  the  church.  After  a  year's  service 
he  gave  up  the  keys  to  Mr.  Cannon,  and  Conference 
relinquished  the  station.  Mr.  Cannon  then  employed 
Rev.  W.  H.  Sturtevant,  paying  him  his  salary  out  of 
his  own  pocket.  In  April,  1852,  Rev.  Mr.  Tripp,  a 
Baptist  clergyman,  took  charge,  and  remained  until 
the  February  following.  Mr.  Edward  S.  Cannon  was 
the  mainspring  of  this  church. 

The  Centre  Church  was  organized  Feb.  12, 
1845.  The  following  were  some  of  the  original  mem- 
bers :  James  H.  Collins,  William  H.  Stowell,  Isaac 
Bly,  David  Ilsley,  Prentiss  W.  Cobb,  Benjamin  O. 
Wilson,  Robert  Luscomb,  William  Bly,  Ruth  Bly, 
Deborah  Simmons,  and  Eliza  Tubbs. 

It  was  at  first  attempted  to  form  a  church  of  the 
Christian  denomination,  but  the  clergymen  invited  to 
do  this  declining,  invitations  were  extended  to  Rev. 
Messrs.  Ephraim  Peabody,  Davis,  and  E.  B.  Hall,  of 
Providence,  by  whom  the  society  was  organized. 
Bev.  Charles  'Morgridge  was  the  first  pastor ;  he 
preached  until  March,  1845.  The  next  was  Rev. 
Jonathan  Brown,  of  Naples,  N.  Y.,  who  officiated 
about  three  years  without  much  success.  The  church 
then  voted  not  to  employ  any  but  Unitarian  minis- 
ters. In  October,  1848,  Rev.  Moses  G.  Thomas  was 
installed.  His  pastorship  continued  until  1854,  when 
the  financial  afiairs  of  the  church  became  so  full  of 
embarrassment  that  it  was  voted  to  disband. 


Thb  Mount  Pleasant  Churou  owed  its  origin 
to  Noah  Tripp  and  some  twenty-two  others  from  the  ' 
Pleasant  Street  Church.  The  house  was  built  in 
1852.  In  the  commencement  it  was  proposed  to 
make  it  free  to  all  denominations,  but  it  was  after- 
wards deemed  necessary  to  organize  as  a  Methodist 
Church,  which  was  done  April  19,  1854.  The  first 
pastor  was  Rev.  £.  W.  Dunbar.  He  was  followed 
by  Rev.  Messrs.  Oavitt,  Hinks,  Worthing,  and  Ham- 
len,  who  preached  a  year  each.  The  house  was  then 
sold  to  the  Baptists,  who  held  services  but  a  short 
time. 


CHAPTER   XI. 

NEW   BEDFORD.^ OmliMMMf.) 
PRESS-KDIJOATIONAL-BANKS,  KTO. 

Tli«  Medley,  or  New  Bedford  Marlue  Journal— The  Morcnry— The 
Standard— The  Whaleman's  Shlppinf-Llat^The  New  Bedford  Signal 
— NnmeroiM  oUier  Newipapen — Frienda*  Academy — Free  l*ablic  Li- 
brary—The NaUonal  Bank  of  Oommeroe— The  Uerchanta*  National 
Bank- Tha  M ecbanica*  National  Bank— The  Vint  NaUonal  Bank— 
The  CItlxeni*  National  Bank— Inttitntion  for  Saviuga— ITlTe-Cent 
SaTinge-Bank— Water- Works- New  Bedford  and  rtftlrliaven  Stiaet 
Bail  way  — Post-Ofllce—WamsuiU  mile— I'otamska  Uilla-OrinneU 
Mills  — Qoenold  Mills,  etc.— Masonic— 8Ur  in  the  Baal  Lodge— 
Sureka  Lodga— Adoniram  Ohapter  B.  A.  M.— Sntton  Oommandary— 
Barly  Physicians— Fiia  Society,  1800— Tlie  Ship  Bebecca— Miscalhi- 
neons. 

The  first  paper  published  in  New  Bedford  was  Tha 
Medley,  or  New  Bedford  Marine  Journal,  the  first  num- 
ber of  which  was  issued  Nov.  27,  1792,  "  printed  and 
published  by  John  8pooner,  at  his  office  near  Rotch's 
wharf."  It  was  a  small  sixteen-column  sheet.  The 
first  number  contained  news  from  Italy,  France,  and 
England,  and  a  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Second  Congress  of  "  Confederated  America."  John 
Spooner  notifies  the  inhabitants  that  "  he  has  just  re- 
ceived from  New  London  and  for  sale  the  following 
books."  In  the  list  were  "  Watts'  Hymns,"  "  Fen- 
ning*s  Spelling-Book,"  ''Vicar  of  Wakefield,"  "  Sea- 
men's Journals,"  **  Adventures  of  Gil  Bias,"  **  Fanny, 
or  the  Happy  Repentance,"  etc.  He  also  advertises 
for  sale  Dutch  quills,  wafers,  etc.,  and  will  take 
''cash  or  any  of  the  above  books  given  in  exchange 
for  clean  cotton  or  linen  rags,  old  sail-cloth,  or  junk." 

Caleb  Green  advertises  "  Books  and  book -binding," 
while  William  Rotcli,  Jr.,  "Respectfully  informs  his 
Customers  and  Friends  he  has  for  sale  wholesale  and 
retail,  at  his  store  in  Now  iiedford,  suil-clotli,  coarse 
and  fine  sheetings,  pork  and  salt,  Philadelphia  and 
Russia  bar-iron,  paints,  etc." 

The  brig  "  Mary"  is  advertised  to  sail  for  Havre  de 
Grace,  Cornelius  Grinnell,  master;  and  the  sloop 
"  Mayflower,"  Gibbs  West,  master,  for  New  York  and 
Chesapeake. 

V     ITte  New  Bec^ford  Mercury,  a  weekly  newspaper,  was 
^established  in  1807  by  Benjamin  Lindsey,  who  had 
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previously  worked  as  compositor  and  foreman  in  the 
printing-office  of  the  Palladium  in  Boston.  It  waii  a 
small  sheet  of  sixteen  columns,  printed  "on  good 
paper  and  in  fair  type/'  the  subscription  price  two 
dollars,  exclusive  of  poAtage,  and  "payable  half- 
yearly  in  advance."  In  his  address  to  the  public 
the  editor  says,  "  It  is  our  wish  and  intention  to  pub- 
lish a  useful  and,  as  far  as  our  resources  will  permit, 
an  entertaining  journal,  embracing  all  those  objects 
which  properly  fall  within  its  scope,  etc.  ...  In 
politics  we  shall  adopt  the  truly  republican  principles 
of  Washington's  '  Farewell  Address,'  convinced  that 
all  Americans  are  alike  interested  in  their  support 
Thus  doing,  we  shall 

**<  Nothing  extenaato, 
Nor  Mt  down  aught  in.malioe/  ** 

The  first  issue  contains  "  very  late  foreign  news" 
(for  those  ante-clipper-ship,  ante-steam-power,  and 
ante- telegraph  times),  a  proclamation  by  Thomas 
Jefferson,  and  various  local  advertisements  by  Abra- 
ham Sherman,  Peter  Barney  &  Son,  and  Russell, 
Thornton  &  Co.  In  the  second  number  is  an  adver- 
tisement of  a  new  line  of  stages  between  New  Bed- 
ford and  Boston,  announcing  that  the  "stage  will 
start  from  Crocker's  tavern  in  New  Bedford  at  sun- 
rise on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays,  and  ar- 
rive at  Boston  at  three  o'clock  p.m." 

The  founder  of  the  Mercniry  conducted  it  alone  till 
1826,  when  his  son,  Benjamin  Lindsey,  Jr.,  was  asso- 
ciated with  him.  In  1881  they  started  the  Daily  Mer- 
cury (the  first  daily  established  in  New  Bedford),  and 
thesenior  proprietor  soon  after  retiring,  the  entire  man- 
agement devolved  upon  the'son,  who  published  it  till 
July  15,  18G1,  when,  having  been  appointed  United 
States  consul  at  St.  Catharine's,  Brazil,  he  sold  the 
newspaper  establishment  to  C.  B.  H.  Fessenden  and 
William  G.  Baker. 

The  Mercury,  under  Mr.  Lindsey's  management, 
grew  in  importance  and  value,  was  edited  with  abil- 
ity, and  for  many  years  enjoyed  a  wide  circulation. 
For  a  long  time  it  had  no  competitor,  there  being 
then  no  evening  paper,  and  its  close  attention  to  the 
fullness  and  accuracy  of  its  ship  news  secured  for  it  a 
generous  list  of  subscribers. 

Fessenden  &  Baker  took  charge  of  the  paper  upon 
the  very  eve  of  the  late  civil  war.  It  was  not  an 
auspicious  time  for  such  an  undertaking  by  men  of 
limited  pecuniary  means  and  unacquainted  with  the 
details  of  newspaper  business.  But  the  new  proprie- 
tors had  a  decided  taste  for.journalism,  and  lost  noth- 
ing in  reputation,  if  they  gained  nothing  in  money,  by 
the  venture.  The  character  of  the  paper  did  not 
suffer  by  the  transfer.  It  honestly  and  heartily  sup- 
ported the  Republican  administration  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war  and  afterwards  in  the  great  work  of 
reconstruction.  It  advocated  at  an  early  day  the 
arming  of  the  enslaved  negroes  and  their  emancipa- 
tion, one  of  its  editorials  having  the  caption,  "  We 


must  fight  them  or  free  them."  In  the  darkest  days 
of  the  Rebellion  its  leading  articles  were  cheery  and 
hopeful,  prophesying  progress  through  a  big  disaster, 
and  showing  unbounded  confidence  in  the  final  tri- 
umph of  the  nation.  Even  beyond  the  circumscribed 
limits  of  its  circulation  it  exerted  a  healthful  and 
conservative  influence,  for  its  columns  were  scrupu- 
lously kept  free  from  anything  that  would  ofiend 
good  taste  or  injure  public  or  private  morals,  and 
it  was  vigorous  in  its  advocacy  of  all  real  reform. 
It  was  persistent  in  urging  the  introduction  of  pure 
water  into  New  Bedford  as  a  sanitary  and  economic 
measure,  and  the  supplementing  of  the  loss  to  the 
city  from  the  inevitable  decline  of  the  whale  fish- 
ery by  the  increase  of  manufactures,  both  which 
have  gradually  come  to  pass. 

May  1,  1876,  the  Mercury  passed  by  purchase  into 
the  hands  of  the  present  proprietors,  Messrs.  Stephen 
W.  Booth,  Warren  E.  Chase,  and  William  L.  Sayer, 
who  now,  under  the  style  of  the  Mercury  Publishing 
Company,  conduct  it.  Mr.  Booth  had  for  years  been 
in  the  employ  of  Fessenden  &  Baker  as  clerk  and 
then  business  manager.  Mr.  Chase  had  large  expe- 
rience and  skill  as  a  compositor,  and  Mr.  Sayer  had 
graduated  with  honor  from  the  Mercury  office  as  re- 
porter. Young,  hopeful,  intelligent,  industrious,  and 
determined  to  succeed,  they  have  kept  up  the  tone  of 
the  paper,  and  in  many  respects  improved  its  appear- 
ance. Republican  in  principle^  it  is  independent  of 
party,  its  editor,  Mr.  Sayer,  approving  or  condemning 
measures  without  regard  to  their  party  origin  or  sup- 
port. The  paper  is  losing  nothing  of  vigor  in  its  old 
age,  keeps  up  with  the  current  of  opinion  on  matters  of 
public  concern,  is  breezy  with  local  news,  and  prom- 
ises to  grow  and  prosper  with  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  the  city,  because  it  supplied  a  public  need. 

The  Old  Colony  Gazette  was  started  in  October,  1808. 
In  1811  the  name  was  changed  to  the  New  Bedford 
Oazeite,  and  again  in  1812  to  7%«  Bristol  Gazette,  when 
it  was  removed  to  Fairhaven.  It  was  discontinued 
July  10, 1813.  Billings  &  Tucker  and  David  Hollis 
had  charge  of  it  in  1810,  afterwards  Joseph  Oleason, 
Jr.,  until  Feb.  5, 1818,  when  it  passed  into  the  hands 
of  Paul  Taber.  , 

The  New  Bed^ford  Courier  was  established  June  12,  \ 
1827,  by  Benjamin  T.  Congdon.    In  1838  the  words   \ 
Weekly  Lyceum  were  added  to  the  title.    In  the  fol-    I 
lowing  year  the  Workingmen*8  Pros,  a  paper  first 
issued  in  May,  1832,  was  united  with  the  Courier, 
The  first  number  of  the  consolidated  sheets  appeared 
Feb.  26,  1884,  under  the  management  of  Harris  & 
Borroughs,  to  whom  Mr.  Congdon  had  transferred  his 
interest  in  the  paper.    After  the  publication  of  the 
second  or  third  number,  the  paper  again  passed  into 
his  hands,  and  was  continued  by  him  under  the  same 
title.  New  Beclford  Weekly  Courier  and  Workingmen*i 
Press,  till  July  2,  1834,'  when  he  sold  it  to  J.  George 
Harris  and  Charles  W.  Rexford,  who  changed  the 
title  to  New  Bec{ford  Gazette  and  Weekly  Courier^  and 
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published  it  in  coDoection  with  the  Daily  OoMcUe  until 
November  8d  of  the  same  year,  when  the  partnership 
was  dissolved  by  the  withdrawal  of  Bezford.  Mr. 
Harris  edited  the  paper  until  1888.  In  1888  the 
name  was  again  changed  to  7%e  New  Becfford  Weekly 
Advocate,  bat  neither  this  paper  nor  the  Daily  OaxeUe^ 
which  was  established  in  1888,  and  edited  by  Harris  k, 
Rexford  and  J.  Qeorge  Harris,  were  published  in  1889.^ 

Mr.  Harris  is  now  a  retired  pay  director  in  the 
navy,  residing  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  with  summer 
residence  at  New  London,  Conn. 

The  Begister,  daily  and  weekly,  was  published  by 
William  Caufield  in  1889;  Morning  BeyiUer  and  New 
Bedford  Begister,  by  Canfield  &  Andros,  in  1841 ; 
Evening  Begister  and  New  Bedford  Begister,  by  Wil- 
liam Young,  in  1845. 

The  Daily  Evening  Bulletin  and  Semi-  Weekly  Bulle- 
tin were  started  in  1842,  edited  by  William  Eddy  in 
1843,  by  Charles  T.  Congdon  in  1844,  and  by  Henry 
Tilden  in  1845-46. 

During  1846  the  evening  paper  was  published  tri- 
weekly, and  the  name  of  the  weekly  changed  to  7%« 
Weekly  Bulletin  and  Advocate. 

The  Seamarfs  Beporier  and  Family  Vititor,  after- 
wards The  New  Becfford  Beporier  and  Whalemen's 
Weekly  Visitor,  edited  by  Joseph  H.  Smith,  appeared 
in  July,  1844.  He  waa  succeeded,  in  1849,  by  Charles 
H.  Kingsford.  In  connection  with  the  weekly  Mr. 
Smith  also  published  from  July  2,  1847,  a  semi- 
weekly  called  the  New  Bedford  Beporier  and  Semi- 
Weekly  Democrat,  Kingsford  afterwards  issued  an 
octavo  sheet,  made  up  of  advertisements  and  circu- 
lated gratuitously. 

The  Daily  Evening  Standard  was  first  issued  on  Fri- 
day, Feb.  15,  1850,  and  was  a  sheet  nineteen  by 
twenty-seven  inches  in  size.  The  field  had  long  been 
occupied  by  the  Mercury,  and  many  attempts  to  es- 
tablish rival  newspapers  had  failed.  Mr.  Eklmund 
Anthony,  the  originator  of  the  Standard,  was  a  native 
of  Swansea,  and  for  some  years  carried  on  the  print- 
ing business  in  Taunton,  where  he  founded  the  Ihun- 
ton  Democrat,  now  the  Gazette,  and  its  weekly  edition, 
now  called  the  Household  Gazette.  The  Standard 
rapidly  gained  in  patronage  and  favor,  and  Feb.  6, 
1851,  the  announcement  was  made  that  its  circulation 
in  the  city  of  New  Bedford  was  more  than  that  of  any 
other  paper.  As  a  consequence  the  postal  authorities 
awarded  to  it  the  advertising  of  letters  not  called  for, 
and  the  advertisement  appeared  in  its  columns  for  the 
first  time  April  16th.  The  Standard  has  been  en- 
larged several  times,— July  1,  1852,  Feb.  15,  1856, 
June  8,  1864.  Nov.  16,  1865,  Jan.  2,  1871,  and  Oct. 
23,  1879, — and  is  now  a  broad  sheet  twenty -five  by 
forty-two  inches.  With  the  extension  of  telegraph 
facilities  at  the  opening  of  the  civil  war  it  became 
advbable  to  print  more  than  one  daily  edition.  The 
hour  of  publication  had  been  three  o'clock.    Another 
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edition  at  8.80  o'clock  first  appeared  June  1, 1861,  and 
was  continued  till  Nov.  7, 1868 ;  another  at  five  o'clock 
appeared  July  6,  1861,  and  is  still  regularly  issued. 
For  a  few  months  at  the  opening  of  the  war  a  morn- 
ing edition  was  printed,  and  for  a  number  of  Rumroars 
previous  to  1870  an  extra  edition  was  published  at 
1.80  o'clock,  in  order  that  it  might  be  circulated  the 
same  day  at  the  great  summer  resort  on  Martha's 
Vineyard.  Increased  means  of  trans|)ortation  have 
since  obviated  the  necessity  of  thb.  At  one  time  in 
the  course  of  the  war,  from  Sept.  2, 1864,  to  April  16, 
1865,  the  state  of  the  paper  market  was  such  that  the 
proprietors  could  not  obtain  paper  the  exact  size  they 
needed,  and  the  columns  were  temporarily  shortened 
about  half  an  inch.  In  January,  1864,  Mr.  Anthony 
commenced  the  publication  of  the  l^ringfield  Union, 
and  July  26th  of  that  year  it  was  announced  that  the 
Standard  would  appear  in  the  name  of  E.  Anthony 
&  Sons,  Edmund  Anthony  (Jr.)  and  Benjamin  An- 
thony being  admitted  as  partners.  Mr.  Anthony  dis- 
posed of  his  Springfield  enterprise  in  about  two  years 
and  returned  to  New  Bedford,  where  he  died  Jan.  24, 
1876,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.  The  style  of 
the  firm  continues  as  before,  E.  Anthony  &  Sons. 

The  Bepublican  Standard  (weekly),  published  on 
Thursdays,  commenced  at  the  same  time  with  the 
daily,  the  first  number  appearing  Feb.  21,  1850,  its 
size  being  twenty-two  by  thirty-three  Inches.  Its 
prosperity  and  progress  have  been  proportionate  to 
that  of  the  Evening  Standard,  and  it  was  enlarged  Feb. 
16, 1854,  Jan.  8,  1867,  Jan.  5, 1871,  Jan.  4,  1877,  and 
Jan.  4, 1883,  and  its  size  is  now  thirty-five  by  forty-nine 
inches.  At  the  time  of  enlargement  in  1867  the  quarto 
form  was  adopted.  These  newspapers  are  the  largest 
of  their  respective  classes  south  of  Boston  and  east 
of  Providence,  and  their  circulation  is  larger  than 
that  of  any  other  papers  in  the  same  section,  the 
regular  issue  of  which  being  between  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  four  thousand  copies.  The 
Evening  Standard  is  mostly  read  in  New  Bedford  and 
within  ten  miles  around.  Its  circulation  in  the  city 
is  about  two  thousand  nine  hundred  copies,  or  one 
for  ewery  nine  inhabitants,  men,  women,  and  children. 
Three- fourths  or  more  of  the  circulation  of  the  Bepub- 
lican Standard  is  in  the  towns  of  Southern  Massachu- 
setts and  Eastern  Rhode  Island,  and  it  is  sent  regu- 
larly to  six  hundred  post-ofllces.  The  aim  of  the 
Standard  has  been  from  the  first  to  present  a  thorough 
digest  of  news  of  every  description  on  all  the  current 
topics  of  the  time,  giving  special  prominence  to  de- 
tails of  matters  of  local  interest.  In  politics  it  has 
been  in  affiliation  with  the  Republican  party,  except 
with  regard  to  the  tariff.  The  job-printing  depart- 
ment of  the  office  is  well  organized  and  does  a  large 
business.  Though  inaugurated  on  what  superstition 
has  marked  as  an  unlucky  day,  the  enterprise  has 
been  an  unbroken  success  in  all  respects,  and  has  be- 
come the  largest  printing  establishment  in  Southern 
Massachusetts. 
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The  Whaleman* »  Shipping- JAbI  and  Merchants*  lYan' 
9rripl  was  founded  Blnrch  17, 1848,  by  Henry  Lindsey, 
and  conducted  by  him  until  his  death  in  1853.  It  then 
passed  into  the  hands  of  Benjamin  Lindsey,  and  was 
owned  by  him  until  1873,  when  it  was  purchased  by  E. 
P.  Raymond,  who  has  since  conducted  it  as  sole  editor 
and  proprietor.  Mr.  Raymond  has  had  the  editorial 
management  of  the  paper  since  1861.  It  is  the  only 
paper  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  and  its  circulation  ex- 
tends to  Lfondon,  Dublin,  Glasgow,  Canary  Islands, 
Paris,  China,  St.  Helena,  Barbadoes,  New  Zealand, 
Chili,  Tasmania,  Berlin,  Azores,  etc. 

TTie  New  Bedford  Signal  was  started  Dec.  14,  1878, 
by  George  Robertson  as  editor  and  proprietor.  It 
was  started  as  a  twenty -column  sheet,  but  has  been 
enlarged  to  twenty-four  columns.  It  is  independent, 
"  bound  to  no  sect,  ruled  by  no  party." 

The  New  Bed{ford  Times,  a  weekly  paper,  was  edited 
and  published  by  John  Frasier  from  1857  to  1861. 

The  following  papers  were  short-lived  :  The  Chris- 
tian Philanthropist,  1823,  edited  by  Melcher  and 
Rogers;  The  Censor;  The  Record  of  the  Times,  1830; 
The  Advocate,  commenced  in  1844,  published  by  Henry 
Tilden ;  The  Union,  1857,  by  Henry  Tilden  ;  The  May- 
flower, 1844;  The  Independent  Press,  October,  1848; 
The  Harpoon,  edited  by  William  Miller ;  The  Weekly 
Echo,  1849,  edited  by  Moses  Brown  ;  The  WhcUeman, 
published  weekly  from  1854,  edited  by  William  8. 
Anderson;  The  (Mizen,  Dec.  1,  1860;  The  City  Hall 
Advertiser,  1860-61.  and  The  Herald, 

Friends*  Academy.^ — Friends'  Academy,  now  lo- 
cated in  New  Bedford,  west  of  County  Street,  and 
between  Morgan  and  Elm  Streets,  is  a  day  school  for 
teaching  boys  and  girls  the  elements  of  ancient  and 
modern  languages,  of  mathematics,  and  of  natural  and 
moral  sciences,  with  certain  of  their  applications.  Its 
past  of  seventy  years  has  witnessed  many  changes  in 
teachers,  in  pupils,  in  text-books,  in  methods,  in  pros- 
perity, and  in  the  mode  of  realizing  the  purpose  of 
its  founders;  but  that  purpose  itself  has  always  been 
kept  in  view.  The  internal  history  of  a  school  which 
has  touched  the  lives  of  two  thousand  pupils  would 
form  an  interesting  contribution  to  pedagogics,  but 
where  obtain  the  data?  Most  adults  remember  as 
little  of  school  life  as  of  infant  life.  The  world 
dwarfs  the  school  by  comparison  in  the  mind  of  the 
grown-up  man.  He  recalls,  at  most,  some  prank  of 
himself  or  his  fellows ;  naturally,  he  knows  his  beard 
better  than  his  brain,  whatever  their  relative  import- 
ance. Nor  can  the  layman,  to  use  a  Germanism,  see 
that  the  moral  and  natural  sciences,  that  languages, 
even  the  so-called  dead  languages,  that  mathematics 
themselves  have  been  transformed  in  the  last  seventy 
years,  and  that  these  changes  have  been  reacting  in 
the  school.  Thus  it  hap|)ens  that  from  inquirien, 
from  catalogues,  from  reports  one  gets  so  little  that  is 
interesting  or  useful. 

1  Oontrlbat«d  by  Mr.  A.  IngnluuB. 


The  external  history  of  the  academy  we  will  tabu- 
late at  the  end  of  this  brief  article,  and  gain  room  for 
a  glimpse  at  literary  New  Bedford  of  1810,  the  year 
in  which  the  village  that  had  owed  to  William  Rotch 
and  his  associates  the  greater  share  of  its  business 
prosperity  was  to  owe  to  him  and  to  them  its  strongest 
impulse  in  the  direction  of  thought  and  culture. 

Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.,  at  his  book-store  in  "  Four 
Corners,*'  offered  for  sale,  among  other  books, "  Frag- 
ments in  Prose  and  Verse,"  by  Elizabeth  Smith; 
"  Memoirs  of  Frederick  and  Margaret  Elopstock ;" 
Barlow's  "  Columbiad ;"  Beattie's  "{:iement8  of 
Moral  Science ;"  Stewart's  "  Philosophy  of  the  Hu- 
man Mind ;"  **  Lectures  on  Astronoihy,"  by  Margaret 
Bryan;  Ewing's  "Natural  and  Experimental  Phil- 
osophy ;"  Gregory's  "  Letters  on  Taste,  Composition, 
and  Literature ;"  Accum's  "  Analysis  of  Minerals  ;" 
Scott's  "  Marmion ;"  Dryden's  "  Virgil." 

Cephas  Cushman  "  respectfully  informs  the  public 
in  general  that  he  intends  opening  a  day  and  evening 
school  to  teach  the  art  of  writing." 

Elisha  Thornton  and  his  son,  Daniel  Thornton, 
**  propose  opening  a  school  jointly  on  the  11th  inst. 
(December,  1809)  at  the  Friends'  school-house  in  the 
village  of  New  Bedford,  for  the  instruction  of  the 
youth  of  both  sexes,  principally  in  the  higher 
branches  of  literature,  viz. :  English  grammar,  geog- 
raphy, use  of  the  globe,  the  several  branches  of  the 
mathematics,  as  geometry,  surveying,  navigation,  and 
astronomy." 

Among  the  laws  of  New  Bedford  South  School  we 
find  the  following :  "  The  common  branches  of  learn- 
ing to  be  taught  in  f^aid  school  are  spelling,  reading, 
writing,  English  grammar,  and  arithmetic,  geography, 
with  the  use  of  the  globe  and  making  maps  upon  dif- 
ferent principles ;  geometry,  trigonometry,  with  their 
application  to  the  mensuration  of  heights  and  dis- 
tances, navigation  and  surveying  of  land,  mensura- 
tion of  superfices  and  solids,  gauging,  dialing,  book- 
keeping by  single  and  double  entry  will  be  taught 
at  different  prices." 

The  Social  School  had  been  established  near  the 
"  Head  of  the  River"  in  1798.  "  In  this  school," 
among  other  things,  "  the  scholars  shall  be  taught  to 
accent  and  read  properly  both  poetry  and  prose,  hie 
put  to  arithmetic  and  the  study  of  English  grammar 
as  soon  as  the  committee  and  preceptor  shall  deem 
them  qualified  therefor."  The  following  books  shall 
be  used  in  the  school,  viz. :  Webster's  "  Institute," 
"  Young  Ladies'  Accidence,"  the  Holy  Bible.  "The 
senior  class  shall  be  instructed  one  day  in  each  week 
in  epistolary  and  other  composition.  The  pupils 
shall  be  taught  to  make  and  mend  their  pens  on  their 
beginning  to  write  joining  hand."  It  is  enjoined  W 
the  teacher  "  that  he  never  strike  the  children  on  the 
head,  nor  authorize  one  scholar  to  inflict  corporal 
punishment  on  another;"  and  also  "  that  he  frequently 
address  his  pupils  on  moral  and  religious  subjects, 
endeavoring  to  impress  their  minds  with  the  sense  of 
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the  being  and  providence  of  Qod,  and  the  obligation 
they  are  under  to  love,  serve,  and  pray  to  Him ;  their 
duty  to  their  parents  and  masters  and  respect  to  their 
superiors ;  the  beauty  and  excellence  of  truth,  Justice, 
and  mutual  love ;  tenderness  to  brute  creatures,  and 
the  sinfulness  of  tormenting  them  and  wantonly 
destroying  their  lives." 

The  New  Bedford  Academy,  between  the  villages 
of  Fairhaven  and  Oxford,  had  been  established  in 
1799.  It  was  voted  by  the  trustees  in  1810,  January 
22d,  that  the  committee  be  directed  and  are  hereby 
authorized  to  make  arrangements  to  sell  the  house  at 
public  sale. ' 

In  October,  1810,  Cornelius  Wing  gives  notice  that 
he  intends  to  open  his  evening  school  at  the  South 
school-house  for  the  third  season. 

In  July,  1810,  the  New  Bedford  Library  Society 
confer  with  the  proprietors  of  the  Social  Library  on 
the  subject  of  incorporating  both  libraries  in  one. 

Members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  PritrM  Actui- 
etny.—WiWisLtn  Rotch,  1812-28;  Elisha  Thornton, 
1812rl6;  Thomas  Arnold,  1812-26;  Samuel  Elam, 
1812-13  ;  Samuel  Rodman,  181^-^;  William  Rotch, 
Jr.,  1812-50;  William  Dean,  1812-50;  Abraham 
Shearman,  Jr.,  1812-28;  James  Arnold,  1812-68; 
Samuel  Rodman,  Jr.,  1818-76;  Obadiah  M.  Brown, 
1813-22;  George  Howland,  1817-^2;  Benjamin  Rod- 
man, 1817-76 ;  Joseph  Rotch,  1823-89 ;  Charles  W. 
Morgan,  1823-61;  Francis  Rotch,  1828-74 ;  Andrew 
Robeson,  1823-62;  Thomas  A.Greene,  1826-67;  Wil- 
liam R.  Rodman,  1830-55;  Joseph  Grinnell,  1836-55; 
Samuel  W.  Rodman,  1838;  William  B.  Robeson,  1838; 
Benjamin  S.  Rotch,  1839-82;  Andrew  Robeson,  Jr., 
1839-74;  William  J.  Rotch,  1839;  William  Logan 
Rodman,  1855-63;  Lawrence  Grinnell,  1855;  Thomas 
R.  Rodman,  1856;  Edmund  Rodman,  1856;  George 
Husaey,  Jr.,  1864-72;  Horatio  Hathaway,  1864; 
Joshua  C.  Stone,  1866-69;  Leander  A.  Plummer, 
1868;  S.  Griffiths  Morgan,  1870;  William  Rotch, 
1870;  Morgan  Rotch,  1880;  Thomas  M.  Stetson, 
1880;  Frederic  Swia,  1880;  Edmund  Grinnell,  1880. 

Presidents  of  the  ^oarrf.— William  Rotch,  1812-28; 
Samuel  Rodman,  1828-32;  James  Arnold,  1832-^6; 
William  Rotch,  Jr.,  1836-50;  Samuel  Rodman,  1850 
-76 ;  William  J.  Rotch,  1876. 

Treasurers  of  the  fioarrf.— William  Rotch,  Jr.,  1812 
-50;  William  J.  Rotch,  1850. 

Secretaries  of  the  Board, — Samuel  Rodman,  1812-27; 
Samuel  Rodman,  Jr.,  1827-37 ;  Thomas  A.  Greene, 
1837-41;  Benjamin  S.  Rotch,  1841-46;  William  J. 
Rotch,  1846-56;  William  Logan  Rodman,  1856-64; 
Edmund  Rodman,  1864. 

Principals,— John  Maillaud  Brewer,  1812-17 ;  Moses 
S.  Moody,  1817-18;  Thomas  A.  Greene,  1818-20;  John 
H.  W.  Page,  1827-29;  William  Howe  Sanford,  1829- 
31;  William  Mosely  Holland,  1831;  David  Mack, 
1831-36 ;  Isaac  N.  Stoddard,  1835-37 ;  John  V.  Beane, 
1887-46;  Simon  Barrow,  1845-46;  Abner  J.  Phipps, 
1847-58;  Edward  A.  H.  Allen,  1855-69;  T.  Prentiss 


Allen,  1858-64  (male  department);  John  Tetlow, 
1869-78;  Andrew  Ingraham,  1878. 

Assistants  (the  dates  are  approximate). — Thomas 
A.  Greene,  1817;  Joseph  Congdon,  1820;  John  F. 
Emerson,  William  Howe  Sanford,  Alanson  Brigharo, 
Oliver  Prescott,  1829;  Samuel  A.  Devens,  Samuel 
Sawyer,  George  Washington  Warren,  Elizabeth  Dorr, 
Edward  Fabre,  1829;  Julia  Mack,  Joshua  Seixas, 
George  Ticknor  Curtis,  William  Mack,  Francis  B. 
Casas,  Samuel  Mack,  Henry  Washington  Lee,  Wil- 
liam D.  Taber,  P.  A.  Giraud,  J.  A.  Frentin,  Edward 
Seager,  M.  Moultrop,  Nathan  D.  Gould,  George  W. 
Winchester,  1835;  William  Mack,  Abby  Osgood, 
Samuel  Beane,  Phineas  Adam  Beane,  F.  P.  Wierz- 
biski,  Erastus  W.  Woodbury,  James  H.  Coggeshall, 
Charles  Peabody,  Albert  G.  Wicks,  Simon  Barrows, 
J.  B.  R.  Walker,  John  B.  Garland,  William  Hatha- 
way, J.  B.  Eklwards,  Catherine  Kittredge,  Mary  Ann 
Willard,  Anna  W.  Weston,  Cyrus  Bartlett,  J.  F. 
Kelly,  John  Bennett,  Hannah  B.  Robinson,  Minerva 
Chase,  Mary  Washburn,  1845 ;  Luke  K.  Bowers,  Cli- 
mena  Wakefield,  George  H.  Fillmore,  Ivory  S.  Corn- 
ish, Lorenzo  D.  Blood,  William  T.  Goodwin,  Abby  L. 
Hitchcock,  1855 ;  Sophia  Shepherd,  Louisa  P.  Stone, 
Elvira  Johnson,  Martha  Russell,  Clara  Kcmpton, 
Cornelia  T.  Hart,  Annie  Gonlon,  Edwin  P.  Seaver, 
William  Gordon,  D.  J.  Butler,  John  Tetlow,  Jr., 
Caroline  A.  Hinckley,  Emma  Saul,  Bessie  T.  Wing, 
Gabrilla  T.  Eddy,  Andrew  Ingraham,  Cornelius 
Howland,  Jr.,  Mrs.  H.  B.  Warner,  L.  Papanti,  M. 
Blanquet,  Max.  Eppendorf,  Max.  Richtcr,  Edward 
C.  Dubois,  Frances  G.  Henry,  A.  C.  Maggi,  1869; 
Celia  L.  Chase,  Mary  E.  Savery,  I^rette  M.  Furber, 
Maria  S.  E^aton,  Louisa  H.  Clapp,  1875 ;  Charles  J. 
Gardner,  Caleb  A.  Burbank,  Edward  H.  Cobb,  Charles 
Monier,  Arthur  Gumming,  J.  T.  White,  Mary  T. 
Spalding,  Maria  Maggi,  May  G.  Bonney,  Mary  S. 
Locke,  Mary  B.  Seabury,  Samuel  Lepoidd. 

Chronology, — 1810.  A  school-house  erected  by  Wil- 
liam Rotch  on  a  lot  of  land  which  he  had  purchased 
at  the  corner  of  County  and  Elm  Streets,  in  the  vil- 
lage of  New  Bedford.  September  17th.  Preliminary 
meeting;  William  Rotch,  William  Rotch,  Jr.,  Sam- 
uel Rodman,  Samuel  Elam,  Thomas  Arnold,  Juuies 
Arnold  agree  to  contribute  certain  sums  *'  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  and  endowing  an  institution 
for  the  instruction  of  Friends'  children,  and  such 
others,  as  it  may  appear  hereafter,  as  may  usefully 
and  safely  bo  admitted  therein,  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  languages,  of  mathematics,  and  philosophy,  and 
such  other  branches  of  useful  literature  as  herealtcr, 
upon  experiment,  may  be  found  within  the  compass 
and  means  of  the  institution  usefully  to  teach." 

1812,  Feb.  29th.  Charter  of  Friends'  Academy 
signed  by  Elbridge  Gerry,  Governor,  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

1813,  Dec.  3d.  The  trustees  are  notified  that  Sam- 
uel Elam,  of  Newport,  had  bequeathed  to  the  academy 
all  his  printed  books  and  papers. 
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1880.  Additional  land  presented  by  W.  Charles 
Morgan,  Esq.,  and  others. 

1855,  May  9th.  Repeal  of  the  first  article  of  the 
by-laws,  which  made  membership  in  the  Society  of 
Friends  a  condition  of  appointment  to  the  office  of 
trustee. 

1855,  Sept.  19th.  The  department  for  girls  made 
entirely  distinct  from  that  for  boys. 

1856,  Juno  nth.  A  building  committee  appointed 
to  erect  a  new  school-house  on  land  recently  pur- 
chased on  Morgan  Street. 

1857,  May  7th.    Dedication  of  the  new  building. 
1860.    The  building  enlarged  and  remodeled. 
1869.    Male  and  female  departments  completely 

consolidated. 

References  for  further  information:  Historical 
Sketch  of  the  Friends'  Academy,  prepared  for  the 
Centennial  Year,  to  which  is  appended  a  presentation 
of  the  course  and  methods  of  instruction  at  present 
pursued.  New  Bedford:  Fessenden  &  Baker,  Print- 
ers, 1876.  The  historical  sketch  was  contributed  by 
Thomas  R.  Rodman,  Esq.,  the  remainder  by.  John 
Tetlow,  A.M.,  then  principal  of  the  academy.  His- 
tory of  New  Bedford,  by  Daniel  Ricketson,  Esq.,  pp. 
825. 

History  of  fhe  Hew  Bedford  Pnblio  Sohooh.— 
The  first  movement  to  establish  a  regular  system  of 
public  schools  in  New  Bedford,  in  conformity  to  the 
laws  of  the  commonwealth,  was  made  in  1821.  Prior 
to  that  time  the  only  free  school  which  had  been  sup- 
ported at  public  expense  was  one  intended  for  the 
poor  alone;  and  "it  was  in  every  sense,"  says  Mr. 
James  B.  Congdon,  "  a/)oor  school." 

The  wealth  of  the  town  was  intensely  hostile  to  the 
movement.  The  only  man  of  wealth  who  acted  with 
the  people  in  the  matter  was  John  Avery  Parker. 
But  the  attempt  succeeded.  A  school  committee  was 
appointed,  an  appropriation  of  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars was  voted.*  and  the  town  was  sub-divided  into 
school  districts. 

A  year  or  two  after  the  opponents  of  a  free-school 
system  rallied  their  forces  and  were  successful.  Upon 
the  question  of  appropriating  twelve  hundred  dollars 
for  schools,  the  friends  of  public  education  were  voted 
down.  But  the  triumph  of  the  contestants  was  not 
of  long  continuance,  for  the  very  next  year  the  neces- 
sary sum  was  appropriated  to  support  the  schools, 
and  active  opposition  to  them,  as  the  system  was  then 
constituted,  ceased  altogether. 

But  when,  afler  an  interval,  there  was  a  movement 
for  the  establishment  of  a  High  School,  it  excited 
acrimonious  hostility.  Its  enemies  rallied  in  force, 
and  were  repeatedly  successful.  But  its  friends  as 
often  renewed  the  struggle,  and  finally  the  opposition 
gave  way  and  a  high  school  became  one  of  the  per- 
manent-features of  the  public-school  system  of  the 

town. 

From  that  time  forward  the  schools  grew  more  and 
more  deeply  in  popular  favor,  and  as  the  town  in* 


creased  in  numbers  the  appropriations  were  increased . 
in  proportion,  until  the  original  grant  of  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars,  in  1821,  had  grown  to  the  sum  of  twenty- 
one  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  in 
1846,  when  a  chartei*  was  granted  and  accepted,  and 
the  town  became  a  city. 

Nothing  occurred  worthy  of  note  for  many  years. 
The  constitution  of  the  school  system  and  the  methods 
of  instruction  followed  closely  the  traditional  types 
then  prevailing  in  Massachusetts.  The  ideal  of 
'*  school-keeping"  was  very  low  before,  and  even  for 
some  time  afler  the  middle  of  the  century  the  phil- 
osophy of  education  as  exemplified  in  our  public 
schools  was  extremely  vague  and  indeterminate,  and 
many  of  the  methods  of  instruction  had  nothing  to 
recommend  them  except  that  that  was  the  way  chil- 
dren had  always  been  taught.  Horace  Mann,  in 
1840,  painted  a  humiliating  picture  of  the  average 
Massachusetts  public  school,  and  it  is  commended  to 
the  careful  study  of  those  fossilized  grumblers  who 
denounce  the  reformed  methods  of  instruction  as 
damaging  innovations  of  the  good  old  ways,  when 
they  themselves  went  to  school;  but  although  the 
New  Bedford  schools  attempted  no  departures  from 
the  beaten  track,  they  had  at  all  times  many  teachers 
of  superior  ability,  who  verified  in  the  happiest  man- 
ner the  adage,  as  true  as  it  is  trite,  that  "  as  is  the 
teacher  so  is  the  school ;"  and  the  character  of  the 
schools  of  New  Bedford,  in  general,  was  no  doubt 
above  that  of  most  New  England  schools. 

It  was  fortunate  for  the  High  School,  in  the  days 
when  the  institution  was  regarded  by  many  as  a 
doubtful  experiment,  that  it  had  for  its  principal  Mr. 
John  F.  Emerson,  a  man  of  admirable  character,  fine 
culture,  and  peculiar  aptitudes  for  his  vocation.  Such 
a  man  will  make  any  school  which  he  may  undertake 
a  success,  and  Mr.  Emerson's  administration  concili- 
ated the  opponents  of  the  High  School,  and  multiplied 
its  friends,  until,  when  he  resigned  his  position  in  1861 
on  account  of  impaired  health,  afler  many  years  of 
faithful  and  eminently  useful  service,  it  was  firmly 
established  in  the  favor  of  the  community.  His 
pupils,  one  and  all,  speak  of  him  in  terms  of  the  high- 
est respect  and  regard.  His  lifelike  portrait  hangs 
in  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  hall  of  the  new  and 
noble  High  School  house,  an  honor  which  he  richly 
earned. 

As  the  years  wore  on,  and  the  schools  increased  in 
size  and  number  as  the  city  grew  in  population,  the 
school  committee  found  the  task  of  supervision  too 
exacting  to  be  faithfully  performed  by  gentlemen  who 
had  each  his  own  personal  business  to  transact  The 
result,  it  was  evident,  was  a  total  lack  of  system  in  the 
management  of  the  schools,  and  an  unjust  irregularity 
in  their  oversight  Some  were  measurably  cared  for, 
others  were  almost  totally  neglected,  and  there  was 
lacking  a  central  force  to  give  unity  as  well  as  direc- 
tion to  the  whole. 
.    In  this  condition  of  afiairs  the  plan  adopted  for  relief 
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by  several  other  cities  who  were  in  like  circamstanceay 
of  employing  a  superintendent  of  the  schools,  began  to 
be  discussed  and  gradually  to  grow  in  favor,  unttil  at 
length,  in  1861,  Mr.  Abner  J.  Phipps  was  elected  su- 
perintendent, and  was  placed  as  the  executive  officer 
of  the  school  committee  in  control  of  the  schools. 
Mr.  Phipps  had  won  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  gen- 
tleman of  excellent  ability,  critical  scholarship,  and 
capacity  to  govern  and  teach  youth  in  a  superior 
manner,  during  a  long  term  of  service  as  principal  of 
Friends'  Academy  in  New  Bedford. 

As  his  office  had  been  lately  created  and  had  yet  to 
establish  itself  in  public  favor,  he  pursued  a  judicious 
course  in  attempting  no  considerable  changes  in  the 
old  order  of  things.  He  was  content  to  let  system 
and  methods  remain  undisturbed,  satisfied  with -labor- 
ing to  supply  the  defects  in  executive  work  which  had 
specially  occasioned  his  appointment  He  held  the 
office  until  the  beginning  of  the  year  1864,  when  he 
resigned  to  take  a  similar  position  in  the  city  of 
Lowell. 

In  February,  1866,  Rev.  Henry  F.  Harrington,  of 
Cambridge,  was  elected  to  succeed  him.  Mr.  Harring- 
ton had  passed  through  a  peculiarly  advantageous  ex- 
perience to  prepare  him  for  his  duties,  as  he  had  borne 
a  prominent  part  in  the  formation  of  the  school  sys- 
tem of  the  then  newly-founded  city  of  Lawrence,  had 
afterward  been  superintendent  of  its  schools,  and  sub- 
sequently an  active  member  of  the  school  committee 
of  the  city  of  Cambridge.  He  immediately  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  his  new  office,  and  as  soon  as  he 
had  acquainted  himself  with  the  condition  of  the 
schools,  began — having  the  sympathy  and  co-opera- 
tion of  most  of  the  leading  members  of  his  school 
committee — that  series  of  reforms  and  improvements 
which  have  secured  for  the  schools  of  New  Bedford  a 
distinguished  position  among  the  schools  of  the  State. 
It  has  been  claimed  by  the  New  Bedford  school  com- 
mittee, and  the  claim  has  never  been  disputed,  that 
their  schools  have  been  invariably  pioneers  in  the 
practical  exemplification  of  the  admirable  methods 
of  instruction  which  now  prevail,  that  there  is  not 
one  of  them  which,  so  far  as  New  England  is  con- 
cerned, did  not  have  its  origin  in  their  own  city. 

The  reorganization  of  the  primary  schools,  and  the 
substitution  of  intelligent  and  attractive  methods  of 
learning  to  read,  learning  numbers,  etc.,  in  place  of 
the  old  rote  methods,  were  accomplished  in  1865.  In 
1867  the  **  New  Bedford  Manual  of  Instruction"  was 
prepared  and  adopted.  There  were  at  the  time  no 
hand-books  of  the  kind  in  New  England,  and  only 
two  or  three  in  all  the  United  States.  This  manual 
was  so  well  approved  that  it  was  copied  entire  into 
the  volume  of  the  reports  of  the  State  Board  of  Edu- 
cation in  the  following  year,  and  thousands  of  copies 
were  distributed  by  private  subscription  in  the  nor- 
mal schools  and  among  the  school  committees  and 
teachers  of  the  State.  It  was  the  source  and  basis  of 
wide-spread  reforms,  and  a  new  and  enlarged  edition, 


embodying  the  practical  wisdom  which  had  been  ac- 
quired meanwhile,  was  printed  in  1874. 

In  1869  a  beginning  was  made  towards  the  intro- 
duction of  supplementary  reading  in  the  shape  oi 
three  hundred  subscriptions  to  the  Nunery^  a  child's 
magazine,  for  use  in  the  primary  schools.  This  was 
the  first  practical  recognition  in  New  England  of  the 
great  principle,  now  so  widely  and  heartily  accepted, 
that  it  is  only  reading  much  which  can  confer  the 
ability  to  read  well. 

In  this  way  step  after  step  was  taken  to  rid  the 
schools  of  whatever  there  might  be  of  defect  in  tlie 
processes  of  study,  and  to  introduce  truer. and  better 
ways.  As  might  be  expected  from  this  earnest  and 
resolute  feeling  after  the  best,  mistakes  were  some- 
times made.  Experiments  were  tried,  some  of  which 
resulted  in  failure.  But  if  there  had  beeq  a  timorous 
halting  to  undertake  lest  the  result  should  be  disap- 
pointing there  could  have  been  no  vital  energy  of 
operation,  no  well-grounded  and  substantial  progress. 
It  is  to  the  great  credit  of  the  New  Beilford  School 
Committee  that  they  have  uniformly  allowed  their 
superintendent  untrammelled  opportunity  to  make 
proof  of  his  ideals,  willing  to  run  the  risk  of  an  occa- 
sional failure  for  the  sake  of  assured  successes.  Thus 
the  New  Bedford  school  work  is  the  first  of  actual 
experiment.  Nothing  is  practiced  because  recom- 
mended or  practiced  in  other  quarters;  nothing  is 
omitted  which  it  has  not  been  proved  to  be  Judicious 
to  omit. 

The  studies  of  the  schools  are  selected  and  ad- 
justed to  each  otlier  on  clearly  defined  principles,  so 
that  all  the  school  work  has  a  direct  and  intelligent 
purpose.  The  most  important  study  is  considered  to 
be  language.  This  is  pursued  diligently,  having 
paramount  attention,  through  all  the  grades  and  de- 
partments of  the  school  system,  from  the  little  pri- 
marians  of  the  thirteenth  or  entering  grade  to  the 
young  men  and  women  of  the  firsf  or  graduating 
grade  in  the  High  School.  The  means  employed  are 
an  abundance  of  interesting  reading,  and  the  fre- 
quent writing  of  compositions  in  the  various  forms 
pertaining  to  that  exercise.  The  specific  ends  to  be 
gained  are  the  acquirement  of  a  full  and  ready  vocab- 
ulary and  the  capacity  of  easy  and  accurate  expres- 
sion through  speech  and  with  the  pen,  and  this, 
joined  to  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  four  funda- 
mental rules  of  arithmetic,  is  what  Edward  Everett 
called  ^*  an  excellent  education."  This  study  is  also 
intended,  incidentally,  to  develop  the  power  of  orig- 
inal thought,  and  to  lead  to  a  relish  for  pure,  inform- 
ing literature. 

The  perceptions  are  held  to  constitute  the  most 
trustworthy  instrumentality  in  the  acquirement  of 
accurate  conceptions  of  material  things,  therefore  all 
studies  are  to  be  illustrated  by  means  of  objects  to  as 
great  an  extent  as  may  be  conveniently  pos^tible. 

No  study  is  to  be  pursued  merely  for  the  sake  of 
mental  discipline,  on  the  ground  that  there  is  no  time 
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for  such  study.  Mental  discipline  is  recognized  to  be 
one  of  the  essential  elements  of  a  good  education ; 
but  in  our  public  schools  only  so  much  can  justly  be 
furnished  as  can  be  attained  through  the  systematic 
pursuit  of  the  practical  information  which  is  provided 
in  the  course  of  study.  The  attention  given  to  arith- 
metic IS  abridged  to  the  limit  of  the  few  topics  which 
are  desirable  for  practical  use  in  life,  while  the  com- 
paratively useless  details  in  geography  and  history 
with  which  the  text-books  on  those  subjects  are 
crowded  are  omitted. 

The  proper  relations  of  mental  to  moral  instruc- 
tion, that  vital  subject,  have  been  set  forth  in  a  late 
New  Bedford  Annual  School  Report  as  follows : 

"  Mental  education  has  no  inherent  moral  force. 
It  is  the  obedient  vassal  of  character.  As  the  needle 
follows  the  lead  of  the  magnet,  so  the  intellect  follows 
the  lead  of  the  sentiments,  and  if  they  be  corrupt 
mental  education  becomes  only  a  promoter  of  evil. 
The  training  of  the  sentiments,  then,  is  incalculably 
more  important  than  the  training  of  the  mind;  and 
in  all  conflicts  between  mental  training  and  character 
training,  as  regards  the  appropriation  of  time,  of  effort, 
or  of  money  to  one  or  the  other,  mental  training  is 
always  to  give  way** 

The  efforts  thus  put  forth  for  the  best  possible  school 
system  and  school  work  have  received  an  incalculable 
advantage  from  the  benefits  derived  from  the  "Sylvia 
Ann  Rowland  Fund."  This  fund  is  the  fruit  of  a 
gift  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  city  in 
the  year  1870  by  the  lady  whose  name  it  bears,  the 
income  to  be  divided  between  the  Free  Public  Li- 
brary and  the  public  schools.  It  is  an  admirable  pro- 
vision of  the  donation  to  the  schools  that  no  portion 
of  the  avails  are  to  be  devoted  to  any  purposes  which 
the  city  is  legally  bound  to  provide  through  taxation. 
The  city  pays  six  per  cent,  for  the  use  of  the  fund, 
and  thus  the  school  committee  have  had  in  possession 
annually  since  the  year  1870  to  expend  for  the  good 
of  the  schools  the  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars. 
They  have  been  enabled  to  supply  all  heedful  appli- 
ances to  secure  the  best  possible  results  of  study, — 
books  of  reference  and  for  reading,  apparatus  and 
cabinets  for  scientific  illustration,  museums  for  ob- 
jective teaching,  maps,  globes,  musical  instruments, 
and  all  the  other  appurtenances  of  a  thoroughly  fur- 
nished school-room.  And  so  greatly  have  these  as- 
sistances given  interest  to  the  vocation  of  the  teachers, 
as  well  as  high  tone  and  character  to  the  teaching, 
that  several  teachers  who  have  been  offered  higher 
salaries  to  go  elsewhere  have  declined  on  the  solo 
ground  that  they  could  not  bear  to  surrender  the  ad- 
vantages derived  from  the  "  How  land  Fund." 

It  is  a  singular  fact  that  the  only  three  instances  in 
the  history  of  Massachusetts  in  which  large  sums  of 
money  have  been  given  by  private  munificence  for 
the  good  of  public  schools  should  have  occurred  in 
Bristol  County, — in  New  Bedford,  Fall  Biver,  and 
North  Easton. 


The  organization  of  the  school  system  is  as  fol- 
lows: There  are  five  departments,  viz..  High,  Gram- 
mar, Primary,  Country,  and  Mill  School  DepartmentH. 

These  departments  (except  the  Mill  School)  are 
sub-divided  into  thirteen  grades,  whose  total  corre- 
sponds with  the  number  of  school  years.  Of  these 
grades  the  Primary  Department  includes  four,  the 
Grammar  Department  five,  and  the  High  6<ihool  De- 
partment four.  They  are  designated  by  numbers, 
the  youngest  in  the  list  being  the  thirteenth. 

There  are  twenty-two  public  school-houses  in  the 
city.  Of  these  a  portion  are  quite  old,  and  will  have 
to  give  place  before  long  to  new  and  better  structures. 
Others  have  been  reconstructed,  and  will  serve  their 
purpose  for  many  years  longer,  while  several  are  new 
and  are  replete  with  every  convenience.  The  city 
government  is  very  liberal  in  furnishing  additional 
accommodations  for  the  ever-enlarging  number  of 
pupils.  An  excellent  school-house  has  lately  been 
completed  at  a  cost  of  about  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

The  High  School  house  is  a  model  edifice,  of  im- 
posing proportions  and  a  striking  and  pleasing  style 
of  architecture,  while  the  interior  is  fanltless  in  its 
carefully-studied  arrangements.  It  has  eight  school- 
rooms, two  art-  or  draughting-rooms,  a  library,  a 
philosophical  lecture-room  with  apparatus-room  at- 
tached, a  chemical  laboratory  thoroughly  fitted  at 
great  expense,  in  which  twenty-four  pupils  can  work 
at  the  same  time,  clothes'  room  and  dressing-room, 
and  a  hall  which  will  accommodate  more  than  a 
thousand  persons.  The  cost  of  the  building  was  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

The  Mill  School  is  an  exceptional  institution,  de- 
signed to  serve  two  purposes, — the  chief  one  to  give 
children  who  work  in  the  mills  a  more  fitting  educa- 
tion than  they  could  obtain  by  being  classed  in*the 
regular  grades,  the  other  to  allow  the  pupils  in  the 
regular  grades  who  are  constantly  at  school  the  op- 
portunity of  uninterrupted  progress  by  preventing 
the  drawbacks  which  would  be  incident  to  periodical 
increment  by  children  discharged  from  the  mills,  who 
are  not  capable  of  being  classed  with  regular  pupils 
without  clogging  the  wheels  of  progress.  The  Mill 
School  18  admirably  taught  and  highly  valued. 

The  total  appropriation  for  the  New  Bedford  schools 
for  the  year  1888  was  eighty-three  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred dollars.  There  were  in  service  during  the  year 
1882  one  hundred  and  fifteen  teachers,  of  whom  only 
seven  were  men. 

Aimwell  Sohool  in  located  on  North  Street,  near 
Foster.  Mrs.  W.  H.  Knight,  principal ;  Mrs.  George 
0.  Buckley  and  Miss  Mary  L.  Smith,  assistants. 
.  The  New  Bedford  Free  Public  Library.— The 
commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  recognizing  from 
the  earliest  period  of  its  history  the  educational  influ- 
ence of  public  libraries,  gave  the  assistance  of  its 
legislation  in  the  promotion  of  their  establishment 
and  management. 

Early  in  the  present  century  laws  were  enacted 
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giving  corporate  powers  to  the  proprietors  of  Bocial 
libraries,  many  of  wliicli  liud  been  eelablUlied  in 
various  parts  of  tbe  cum  m  on  weal  th,  and  under  tlie 
provisions  of  the  law  iha  number  was  increased,  their 
condition  made  permamont,  and  tlieir  maangeiueut 
rendered  convtinient  and  eReutive, 

Bui  A  few  yeara  after  tlie  incorporBtion  of  the  town 
of  New  Bedford,  tbe  want  of  books  and  ihc  inabilitf 
of  most  of  the  inhabitauta  to  procure  them  led  to  a 
combination  of  effort  for  that  purpose. 

The  early  settlers  of  the  village  of  Bedford  were 
intelligent,  as  well  aa  industrious,  frugal,  and  virtuous. 
They  were  so  fat  enlightened  as  to  understand  the 
value  of  hooka,  and  tbey  saw  clearly  that  the  remedy 
for  individual  inability  to  procure  them  ivas  such  a 
combination  of  means  and  efforta  aa  would  render  the 
united  ability  tbe  property  of  each. 

Several  such  combinatinoa  were  formed  in  New 
Bedford  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  act  conferring 
upon  them  corporate  powers. 

The  proprietors  of  Dolison's  Encyclopiedia  were 
the  earliest  to  form  this  social  and  proQlable  arrange- 
ment. For'our  unlearned  and  isolated  people  this 
work  was  a  library  in  itself.  Eagerly  and  thoroughly 
were  iu  pages  read  and  consulted,  aud  the  well-worn 
volumes  now  in  the  Free  Public  Library  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  fact,  so  creditJible  to  the  people  of  the 

The  Library  Society  followed.  This  was  a  more 
comprehensive  effort.  The  desire  for  books  had  out- 
grown the  ability  of  Dobson  to  satisfy.  The  Social 
Library  followed.  This  was  a  vigorous,  well-directed, 
and  well-roBnaged  association.  The  good  aenae  of  all 
recognised  the  wisdom  of  combination,  and  in  the 
union  there  was  found  strength.  The  three  aasocia- 
Uons  were  united,and  the  New  Bedford  Social  Library 
bad  a  long,  prosperous,  and  profitable  career. 

When  the  pasaage  of  the  State  law  allowed  the 
proprietors  to  become  u  body  corporate,  advantage 
was  taken  of  lis  provisions.  For  nearly  half  a  cen- 
tury this  vahinble  collection  of  books  was  the  princi- 
pal source  whence  was  supplied  the  desire  of  the 
people  for  knowledge  and  intellectual  recreation. 
"Library-day"  WHS  always  a  welcome  day.  There 
was  in  attendance  generally  a  large  number  of  intel- 
ligent seekers,  and  the  result  of  that  intercourse  with 
books  for  which  this  library  provided  was  a  marked 
and  most  promising  and  interesting  feature  in  the 
characters  of  the  young  men  and  women  of  New 
Bedford. 

The  act  to  authoriio  cities  and  towns  to  establish 
and  maintain  public  libraries  was  passed  by  the  Qen- 
eml  Court  of  Massachusetts,  May  24,  1851. 

The  ordinance  fur  the  establishment  and  govern- 
ment of  a  free  public  library  in  New  Bedford  was 
passed  Aug.  IS,  1852. 

The  Drst  movement  in  tlie  undertaking  was  an  un- 
successful one.  It  was  made  In  the  City  Council  July 
8, 1861,  by  Warren  l^dd,  (hen  a  member  of  the  pop- 


ular braucli  of  that  body.  The  order  was  only  to  cod> 
sider  the  expediency  of  the  measure.  It  passed  the 
Common  Council  without  u  dissenlinx  voice,  but  the 
aldermen  non-concurred.  It  will  be  seen  that  this 
movement  woa  but/arly-J've  days  after  tbe  paaiage  of 
the  enabling  act. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  1852,  a  large  petition,  headed 
by  James  B.  Congdon,  was  presented  to  the  Council. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Oouimilloe  on 
Public  Instruction,  who  reported  on  the  Htliof  June. 
They  reoommeuded  an  appropriation  of  lilleeu  hun- 
dred dnllurs  for  the  establish  men  I  of  the  library. 

In  their  report  the  committee  attach  great  import- 
ance to  the  fact  that  tliey  had  been  assured  that, 
"  provided  the  authorities  should,  by  the  passage  of 
the  order  making  the  appropriation  asked  for,  estab- 
lish the  principle  that  the  maintenance  of  a  free  city 
library  for  the  continuous  education  of  the  people 
will  be  the  settled  policy  of  the  city,"  tho/mMottJunrf 
volumes  of  the  New  Bedford  Social  Library  would  be 
transferred  to  the  city. 

Quoting  the  words  of  Jamev  B.  Congdon,  through 
whom  this  offer  of  tbe  proprietors  of  the  library  wita 
made,  they  say,  "With  such  a  foundation  to  build 
upon,  with  the  appropriation  now  prayed  for  tu  give 
it  a  position  for  immediate  aud  extended  luiufulnees, 
the  library  would  open  to  our  iuhabiiunls  the  means 
of  innocent  enjoyment  and  of  valuable  acquisition, 
and  be  a  source  of  commendable  pride  to  uur  oitiEena." 

But  the  Free  Public  Library  bad,  in  fact,  been  es- 
tablished before  the  presentation  of  the  report.  The 
appropriation  bill  for  the  year,  wliicli  hud  already 
passed,  contained  an  item  ot  fi/leat  hundreil  dollar* 
tat  the  library.  Councilman  Pitman,'  who  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  to  whom  Ihe  jietitlon  was 
referred,  hod  uulioipated  the  favorable  action  of  the 
Council,  and  Itnd  introduced  and  carried  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  making  the  appropriation  us  above 
stated.  This  amendment  was  made  pruvious  to  the 
presentation  of  tbe  report  of  the  committee.  I'he  ap- 
propriation bill  pnaaed  July  20,  1852.  JTie  d-iU  of  iht 
adoptiom  of  that  amtHdmenl  it  ihe  date  of  the  atublieh- 
tncnt  Iff  the  Nea  Be^ord  FVee  Public  lAbrarg. 

The  library  was  opened  fur  the  use  of  the  people 
and  the  delivery  of  hooka  on  Thursday,  the  3d  day  of 
March,  18611. 

The  number  of  volumes  aX  tbe  opening  wm  between 
five  and  six  thousand. 

It  is  an  interesting  and  creditable  fact  that  the  New 
Bedford  Free  Public  Library  Is  the  only  public  library 
eslablisbod  under  the  law  of  1S51,  excepting  that  in 
Boston,  noticed  by  Edwards  in  his  elaborate  "  Me- 
moirs of  Libraries,"  published  in  London  in  1859. 

The  six  thousand  volumes  with  which  tlie  library 
opened  have  now  increased  to  about  forty-three  thou- 
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The  building  now  occupied  by  the  New  Bedford 
Free  Public  Library  was  erected  in  1856-57.  Its  cost 
was  about  forty  thousand  dollars.  It  is  built  of  brick, 
with  granite  underpinning  and  steps  and  freestone 
ornaments. 

The  corner-stone  of  the  building  was  laid  on  the 
28th  of  August,  1856. 

Of  the  library  building  the  upper  rooms  only  are 
occupied  by  the  library.  The  principal  room  is  neat 
and  tasteful  in  its  architectural  features  and  conve- 
nient in  its  arrangements.  It  has  two  tiers  of  alcoves, 
one  on  the  floor  and  one  on  the  gallery,  which  is  car- 
ried around  the  whole  room,  excepting  on  the  north 
end  where  the  stairs  lead  to  it.  An  iron  railing  divides 
the  alcoves  from  the  visitors.  Reading-desks  outside 
the  railing  contain  the  periodicals,  which  are  acces- 
sible to  all,  and  seated  at  these  desks  the  visitors  are, 
in  addition  to  these,  furnished  with  any  books  they 
may  wish  to  consult.  The  delivery  is  at  a  table  at  the 
north  end.  A  stand  for  newspapers  occupies  a  central 
position  in  the  room.  Six  other  rooms  are  occupied 
for  library  purposes,  four  for  books,  one  for  the  trus- 
tees, and  one  for  the  convenience  of  the  librarian  and 
his  assistants. 

The  library  has  had  a  growth  unexpectedly  rapid, 
and  at  this  time  the  want  of  more  room  is  severely  felt. 

The  trust  funds  established  for  the  benefit  of  the 
library  are  three. 

The  first  upon  the  list  is  the  George  Howland,  Jr., 
Fund.  Its  amount  is  the  sum  of  two  years'  salary  of 
George  Howland,  Jr.,  as  mayor,  sixteen  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Under  the  will  of  Charles  W.  Morgan  there  was 
paid  to  the  city  by  William  J.  Rotch,  his  executor, 
the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  which  constitutes 
the  Charles  W.  Morgan  Fund. 

Under  the  will  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howland  the  city  of 
New  Bedford  was  paid  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  The  testament  of  this  excellent  lady 
contained  the  following  interesting  item: 

"  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  direct 
that  this  sum  shall  be  invested  judiciously  under  the 
direction  of  the  City  Council,  and  the  income  there- 
from shall  be  expended  and  used  for  the  promotion 
and  support  within  the  city  of  liberal  education,  and 
the  enlargement  from  time  to  time  of  the  Free  Public 
Library." 

Of  this  bequest  fifty  thousand  dollars  were  set  apart 
for  the  library,  and  constituted  the  Sylvia  Ann  How- 
land Free  Public  Library  Fund.  Its  income  is  now 
the  chief  dependence  of  the  trustees  for  the  "  enlarge- 
ment" of  the  library,  as  the  appropriation  by  the  city 
barely  suffices  for  the  salaries  and  other  expenses  of 
the  institution. 

During  the  delay  which  attended  the  litigation  upon 
the  will  of  the  deceased  the  funds  of  the  estate  largely 
increased,  and  in  addition  to  the  bequest  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  which  conntitutes  the  fund,  about  ten 


thousand  dollars  was  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  city 
as  interest  or  income  and  placed  to  the  credit  of  the 
library. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  trustees  of  the  library  a 
plain  white  marble  tablet,  commemorating  this  noble 
act,  was  placed  in  the  principal  room  of  the  institution. 

It  is  surrounded  by  a  frame  of  tasteful  design  and 
of  perfect  execution.  The  whole,  both  in  plan  and 
performance,  including  the  site  selected  for  its  erec- 
tion, is  one  which  commends  itself  to  the  good  sense^ 
the  feelings  of  propriety,  and  the  grateful  emotions 
of  the  people  of  New  Bedford.  The  inscriptioD  upon 
the  tablet  is  as  follows :  "  This  tablet  commemorates 
the  enlightened  liberality  of  Sylvia  Ann  Howland, 
who  bestowed  upon  the  city  of  New  Bedford  the  sum 
of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars;  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  to  aid  in  supplying  the  city  with  pure 
water,  and  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  as  a  fund 
for  the  promotion  of  liberal  education  by  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Free  Public  Library,  and  by  extending  to 
the  children  and  youth  of  the  city  themeansof  a  wider 
and  more  generous  culture." 

It  will  be  seen  by  this  inscription  that  the  whole 
amount  bequeathed  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford  by 
this  lady  was  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  One- 
half  the  sum  was  applied  to  the  construction  of  the 
New  Bedford  water-works,  the  other  was  equally 
divided,  forming  the  library  and  educational  fund. 

The  amount  of  the  several  trust  funds  established 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  which  have 
been  severally  noticed,  is  fifty-two  thousand  six  hun- 
dred dollars. 

The  annual  income  is  three  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifty-six  dollars. 

This  income  is  a  vital  element  in  the  existence  of 
the  library.  We  have  seen  that  the  ordinary  annual 
appropriation  is  necessarily  absorbed  by  the  expenses 
of  management.  It  is,  therefore,  mainly  upon  the 
income  of  the  permanent  funds  that  the  trustees 
depend  for  the  supply  of  books  and  periodicals,  and 
for  the  constant  renovation  which  the  active  use  of 
the  books  renders  necessary. 

Mr.  Robert  Ingraham  was  the  first  librarian  (Octo- 
ber, 1852),  and  has  officiated  in  that  capacity  to  the 
present  time,  a  period  of  over  thirty  years,  and  it  may 
truly  be  said  that  much  of  the  success  of  this  library 
is  due  to  Mr.  Ingraham's  zeal,  intelligence,  and  in- 
dustry. 

The  National  Bank  of  Commeroe.— The  Bedford 
Bank  was  organized  in  1803  with  a  capital  of  $60,000; 
Thomas  Hazard,  president;  John  Pickens,  cashier. 
Capital  increased  in  1804  to  $150,000,  and  continued 
with  same  officers  until  1812,  when  charter  expired. 

The  Bedford  Commercial  Bank  was  organized  in 
1816  with  a  capital  of  $100,000;  George  Howland^ 
president;  Joseph  Ricketson,  cashier.  The  capital 
was  increased  in  1821  to  $150,000;  in  1825,  to  $250- 
000;  in  1881,  to  $400,000;  and  in  1851,  to  $600,000. 
George  Howland  continued  as  president  until  hia 
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death  in  1852.  £.  M.  Robinson  filled  the  office  from 
1852  to  1860;  Thomas  Nye,  Jr.,  from  1860  to  1869; 
Thomas  S.  Hathaway,  from  1869  to  1878;  Francis 
Hathaway  was  elected  August,  1878,  and  is  the  pres- 
ent incumbent. 

The  bank  has  had  five  cashiers,  as  follows:  Joseph 
RickeUon,  1816-84;  James  H.  Crocker,  1884-38; 
Thomas  B.  White,  1888-78;  Benjamin  F.  Coombs, 
1878-76 ;  and  James  H.  Tallman,  1877  to  present  time. 

The  Bedford  Commercial  Bank  continued  until 
Dec.  19,  1864,  with  the  same  capital  ($600,000),  when 
it  was  organized  as  "The  National  Bank  of  Commerce 
of  New  Bedford,"  with  a  capital  of  $600,000,  which 
was  increased  in  1874  to  $1,000,000,  its  present  capital. 

The  directors  at  the  time  of  its  organization  as  a 
national  bank  were  Thomas  Nye,  Jr.,  president,  Wil- 
liam J.  Kotch,  Thomas  S.  Hathaway,  Qeorge  Hussey, 
Matthew  Howland,  Charles  L.  Wood,  William  Hath- 
away, Jr.,  Thomas  Knowles,  Henry  Taber,  William 
C.  N.  Swift. 

The  present  (1882)  board  of  directors  are  as  fol- 
lows: Francis  Hathaway,  William  Hathaway,  Jr., 
William  C.  N.  Swift,  Matthew  Howland,  William  J. 
Kotch,  Henry  Taber,  Thomas  Nye,  Jr.,  Leander  A. 
Plummer,  Charles  W.  Clifford,  William  A.  Robinson, 
and  Morgan  Rotch. 

The  Merchants'  Bank  of  New  Bedford  was  or- 
ganized July  23, 1825.  The  first  board  of  directors 
were  as  follows:  John  A.  Parker,  Samuel  Borden, 
Job  Eddy,  Abraham  Barker,  Joseph  Bourne,  Wm. 
H.  Allen,  David  R.  Qreene,  John  Coggeshall,  Jr., 
Alfred  Qibbs ;  John  Avery  Parker,  president,  James 
B.  Congdon,  cashier. 

Mr.  Parker  was  president  of  the  bank  until  his 
death,  Dec.  30, 1853.  Mr.  Congdon  was  cashier  of  the 
bank  until  Jan.  1, 1858,  when  he  resigned.  Charles 
R.  Tucker  succeeded  Mr.  Parker  as  president,  and 
held  that  office  until  his  death,  Dec.  21, 1876.  Jona- 
than Bourne  succeeded  Mr.  Tucker,  and  is  now  presi- 
dent. P.  C.  Howland  succeeded  Mr.  Congdon,  and  is 
now  cashier. 

The  Merchants'  Bank  of  New  Bedford  was  reorgan- 
ized as  the  Merchants'  National  Bank  of  New  Bed- 
ford, Feb.  14, 1865.  The  board  of  directors  at  the  time 
of  reorganization,  Feb.  14,  1865,  were  as  follows: 
Charles  R.  Tucker,  Abraham  Barker,  David  R. 
Greene,  Gideon  Alien,  Thomas  Bradley,  Dennis 
Wood,  J.  Bourne,  Jr.,  William  P.  Howland,  An- 
drew Hicks. 

The  capital  stock  Feb.  14, 1865,  was  $600,000,  with 
a  surplus  of  $166,050.58.  The  present  (Sept.  11, 
1882)  board  of  directors  are  Jonathan  Bourne,  George 
F.  Bartlett,  George  R.  Phillips,  William  R.  Wing, 
Andrew  Hicks,  George  F.  Kingman,  Lewis  S.  Judd, 
Samuel  C.  Hart,  Thomas  H.  Knowles,  Gilbert  Allen, 
Abraham  H.  Howland,  Jr.,  Francis  H.  Greene,  Wil- 
liam N.  Church;  J.  Bourne,  president,  P.  C.  How- 
land, cashier.  Capital,  $1,000,000;  surplus  and  un- 
divided profits  (Sept.  11,  1882),  $488,177.43. 


The  Maohanios'  National  Bank.'— This  was 
originally  a  State  bank,  incorporated  Oct.  8,  1881, 
under  the  name  of  "  The  President,  Directors,  and 
Company  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  in  New  Bedford," 
and  to  so  continue  until  Oct.  1, 1851,  with  a  capital  of 
$200,000. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  stockholders  was  held  July 
16, 1881,  and  the  first  meeting  of  tlie  directors  July 
28,  1831.  The  names  of  the  directors  were  as  follows: 
William  R.  Rodman,  Thomas  Mandell,  George  T. 
Baker,  Joseph  R.  Shiverick,  John  Perkins,  Edmund 
Gardner,  Pardon  Tillinghast,  Andrew  Robeson,  Dud- 
ley Davenport  William  R.  Rodman  was  the  first 
president  He  held  the  office  for  twenty  years,  re- 
signing October,  1851.  Thomas  Mandell  succeeded 
him,  being  elected  president  Oct  11, 1851,  and  hold- 
ing the  office  till  his  death,  which  took  place  Feb.  13, 
1870.  Hon.  William  W.  Crapo  was  chosen  president 
June  1, 1870,  and  still  retains  that  position. 

Pardon  Tillinghast,  the  first  vice-president,  was 
elected  Jan.  10, 1866,  resigning  June  1,  1870.  Hon. 
Andrew  G.  Peirce  was  chosen  vice-president  June  1, 
1870,  and  still  holds  the  office. 

Joseph  Congdon  was  elected  cashier  Oct.  6, 1881, 
holding  the  position  till  Oct.  7,  1857,  a  period  of 
twenty-six  years,  when  he  resigned  on  account  of  ill 
health.  £.  Williams  Hervey  succeeded  Mr.  Congdon 
as  cashier,  being  elected  Oct  7, 1857,  and  holding  the 
position  till  Aug.  9,  1882,  when  ill  health  compelled 
him  to  resign  after  a  period  of  nearly  twenty-five 
years  as  cashier  and  twenty-nine  years  in  the  service 
of  the  bank.  James  W.  Hervey  was  the  third  cashier, 
being  elected  Aug.  12,  1882,  having  served  the  bank 
since  1857,  and  as  assistant  cashier  since  Oct.  8, 1859. 

Joseph  R.  Shiverick,  the  first  secretary,  served  till 
Oct  5, 1859;  James  H.  Collins,  Oct  8,  1859,  to  Oct 
12, 1861 ;  Thomas  Wilcox,  elected  Oct  12, 1861,  still 
retains  the  office. 

Of  the  original  board  of  directors  none  are  living. 
Of  those  who  have  served  the  interests  of  the  bank 
as  directors  but  not  at  present  connected  with  the 
bank  only  two  are  living,  viz.:  William  Watkins, 
elected  Oct  6,  1852,  resigned  Feb.  8,  1879,  to  accept 
the  presidency  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  this 
city;  Edmund  Taber,  elected  Oct  8,  1849,  resigned 
1861,  and  is  now  interested  in  the  oil  districts  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

The  capital  of  the  Mechanics'  Bank  under  the 
State  charter  was  twice  increased.  The  first  increase 
was  $200,000,  April  12,  1854,  making  $400,000,  and 
the  second  of  $200,000,  June,  1857,  making  $600,000, 
the  present  capital  of  tJie  Mechanics'  National  Bank. 
The  present  surplus  is  about  $250,000. 

In  March,  1849,  the  Legislature  was  petitioned  for 
a  renewal  of  the  original  charter,  which  by  limitation 
would  expire  Oct  1,  1851.  The  Mechanics'  Bank  did 
not  cease  business  as  a  State  bank  until  the  31st  of 
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Marcli,  1865,  although  the  bank  was  reorganized  as  a 
national  bank  June  8, 1864. 

The  followiiTg  is  a  list  of  the  present  board  of  di- 
rectors, with  the  dates  of  their  election :  Hon.  William 
W.  Crapo,  Oct.  9,  1861 ;  Hon.  Andrew  G.  Peirce, 
John  R.  Thornton,  Jan.  8,  1867 ;  Jireh  Swia,  Oct.  3, 
1849;  Thomas  Wilcox,  Oct.  9,  1861;  Edward  D. 
Mandell,  Feb.  26, 1870;  Horatio  Hathaway,  June  8, 
1871;  Loum  Snow,  E.  Williams  Hervey,  June  9, 
1872;  Edward  Kilburn,  Jan.  9,  1883. 

The  present  officers  of  the  bank  are:  President, 
Hon.  William  W.  Crapo,  elected  June  1,  1870;  Vice- 
President,  Hon.  Andrew  G.  Peirce,  elected  June  1, 
1870;  Secretary,  Thomas  Wilcox,  elected  Oct.  12, 
1861 ;  Cashier,  James  W.  Hervey,  elected  Aug.  12, 
1882;  Assistant  Cashier,  Lemuel  T.  Terry,  elected 
Aug.  12,  1882;  First  Book-keeper,  Nathan  C.  Hatha- 
way, elected  Aug.  12,  1882;  Second  Book-keeper,  Al- 
fred Thornton,  elected  Aug.  12,  1882. 

The  First  National  Bank.— The  Marine  Bank  of 
New  Bedford  was  organized  April  3, 1832,  with  a  capital 
of  two  hundred  thousand  dollara,  which  was  increased 
the  next  year  to  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in 
1851  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  in  1855  to 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Joseph  Grinnell,  Na- 
thaniel Hnthnway,  Kimball  Perry,  Joseph  G.  Tilling- 
haHt,  Alexander  H.  Campbell,  Ephraim  Kempton, 
Benjamin  Russell,  Joseph  R.  Anthony,  and  William 
W.  Swain  were  elected  directors.  Joseph  Grinnell  was 
president  from  the  organization  to  1864.  The  cashiers 
were  John  E.  Williams,  William  M.  Sisson,  and  John 
P.  Barker.  This  bank  was  among  the  first  of  the  State 
banks  to  adopt  the  national  system.  In  1864  it  be- 
came a  national  bank,  changing  its  name  to  the  First 
National  Bank  of  New  Bedford.  This  bank  com- 
menced business  with  the  capital  of  the  old  bank 
(six  hundred  thousand  dollars),  which  was  increased 
in  1869  to  one  million  dollars.  The  directors  were 
Joseph  Grinnell,  Ward  M.  Parker,  William  GiflTord, 
Edward  W.  Howland,  Edward  C.  Jones,  Lemuel  Kol- 
lock,  George  F.  Barker,  Otis  Seabury,  and  J.  H.  Bart- 
lett,  Jr.  Joseph  Grinnell  was  elected  president,  and 
John  P.  Barker  cashier.  Mr.  Grinnell  was  president 
until  January,  1878,  and  was  succeeded  by  Edward 
W.  Howland  and  William  Watkins.  Mr.  Barker  was 
cashier  until  1874,  when  W.  P.  Winsor,  the  present 
cashier,  was  elected.  This  bank  has  been  since  its 
organization  a  designated  depository  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Citizens*  National  Bank  was  incorporated 
May  17, 1875,  with  the  following  board  of  directors : 
Joseph  A.  Beauvais,  John  P.  Knowles,  William  J. 
Kilburn,  Charles  Tucker,  Joseph  H.  Cornell,  L.  S. 
Judd,  and  John  F.  Tucker.  The  first  president  was 
Joseph  Beauvais,  who  has  officiated  to  the  present 
time.  T.  B.  Fuller  was  chosen  first  cashier,  and  is  the 
present  incumbent.  Capital  upon  organization  was 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  has 
been  increased  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 


The  New  Bedford  Institution  for  Savings  was 
incorporated  in  1826  with  the  following  incorporators: 
William  Botch,  Jr.,  Gilbert  Bussell,  Cornelius  Grin- 
nell, Andrew  Robeson,  Haydon  Coggeshall,  Benjamin 
Rodman,  John  A.  Parker,  Eli  Haskell,  Richard  Wil- 
liams, George  Howland,  Joseph  Bourne,  Abraham 
Shearman,  Jr.,  William  W.  Swain,  Thomas  Rotch, 
Thomas  A.  Greene,  Charles  W.  Morgan,  Samuel 
Rodman,  Jr.,  John  B.  Smith,  William  C.  Nye, 
Thomas  S.  Swain,  William  H.  Allen,  Lemuel  Wil- 
liams, Jr.,  John  Howland,  Jr.,  Charles  H.  Warren, 
William  P.  Grinnell,  Joseph  Ricketson,  Charles  Grin- 
nell, Nathan  Bates,  John  Coggeshall,  Jr.,  James  How- 
land (2d),  Gideon  Howland. 

The  first  officers  were :  President,  William  Rotch, 
Jr. ;  Treasurer,  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr. ;  Secretary, 
John  B.  Smith. 

The  first  board  of  trustees  were  as  follows :  William 
Rotch,  Jr.,  Gilbert  Russell,  Cornelius  Grinnell,  Hay- 
don Coggeshall,  John  A.Parker,  Eli  Haskell,  Joseph 
Bourne,  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.,  Thomas  Rotch, 
Thomas  A.  Green,  Charles  W.  Morgan,  Samuel  Rod- 
man, Jr.,  William  C.  Nye,  Thomas  S.  Swain,  John 
Howland,  Jr.,  William  P.  Grinnell,  Nathaniel  Bates, 
John  Coggeshall,  Jr.,  Gideon  Howland. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  officers  from  1825  to  1883: 
Presidents,  William  Rotch,  Jr.,  Abraham  Baker, 
Thomas  Mandell,  Pardon  Tillinghast,  William  C. 
Taber,  and  William  Watkins;  Secretaries,  John  B. 
Smith,  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.,  Thomas  A.  Green, 
Joseph  Ricketson,  George  Howland,  Jr.,  James  B. 
Congdon,  Charles  R.  Tucker,  William  C.  Tate,  Ed- 
mund Taber, and  Henry  T.  Wood;  Treasurers,  Abra- 
ham Shearman,  Jr.,  William  C.  Taber,  George  W. 
Baker  (William  C.  Taber,  treasurer  pro  tern,),  Reuben 
Nye,  William  C.  Coffin,  and  Charles  H.  Peirce. 

The  present  truatees  are  William  C.  Taber,  Wil- 
liam Hathaway,  Jr.,  Benjamin  T.  RicketsoUi  John  R. 
Thornton,  George  A.  Bourne,  William  J.  Rotch,  Wil- 
liam Watkins,  Edward  D.  Mandell,  Matthew  How- 
land, Henry  T.  Wood,  Gilbert  Allen,  Andrew  G. 
Pierce,  Leander  A.  Plummer,  Charles  H.  Giffi^rd, 
Asa  C.  Peirce,  Charles  Taber,  William  G.  Wood, 
William  C.  Taber,  Jr.,  Joshua  C.  Hitch,  John  F. 
Tucker,  Abraham  T.  Eddy,  Horatio  Hathaway, 
George  O.  Crocker,  Edward  S.  Taber,  Thomas  M. 
Hart,  Lemuel  M.  Kollock,  Abraham  H.  Howland,  Jr., 
Charles  W.  Clifibrd,  Isaac  W.  Benjamin,  Francis 
Hathaway,  William  A.  Robinson,  Charles  W.  Plum- 
mer. 

The  first  deposit  was  made  by  Rhoda  E.  Wood,  of 
Fairhaven,  Mass.,  of  fifty  dollars,  Aug.  15, 1825. 

Present  amount  of  deposits,  Jan.  8, 1888,  $9,474,- 
804.58;  undivided  earnings,  $817,457.67;  toUl  funds, 
$9,792,262.25. 

The  New  Bedford  Institution  for  Savings  has  never 
passed  ii  rcgulsr  semi-annual  dividend  on  account  of 
any  of  the  financial  disturbances  which  have  occurred 
since  its  organization  in  1825.    The  trustees  of  the 
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instUutioD  have  alMrty h  punueJ  a  coDaervntire  policy, 
and  the  institutiun  lus  the  contidcnue  not  only  of  the 
local  community  but  has  a  well-earneil  reputation 
abroad.  There  bu  never  been  n  "  run"  on  tli«  iiiati- 
tution  at  any  time  of  flnanciat  panlo  in  other  uitiea. 

The  rooms  on  Hamilton  Street,  in  the  rear  of  the 
Merchants'  National  Bank,  which  were  occupied  by 
the  institution  in  its  earlier  history,  becoming  inade- 
quate to  its  increasing  buHiness,  tlie  present  building, 
at  the  corner  of  William  and  North  Second  StreeU, 
was  erected,  and  in  1S54  the  office  was  tranaferred 
thitber. 

The  whole  amouut  of  dividenda  paid  during  the 
exiBteoce  of  the  institution  ia  eight  niilliou  six  hun- 
dred and  seventy-aix  thousand  three  hundred  and 
eighty'six  doltare  and  thirty-three  cents. 

The  New  Bedford  Five  Cent*  Savings-Bank  was 
incorporated  May  5, 1855,  with  the  following  incor- 
porators: Thomas  B.  White,  W.  H.  Taylor,  L.  Kol- 
lock,  I.  H.  Bartlett,  A.  H.  Seabury,  Charles  Almy, 
Henry  U.  Crapo,  George  Howland,  Jr.,  and  Aaa  R. 
Nye.  Tlie  first  hoard  of  trustees  were  Qeorga  How- 
land,  Jr.,  Henry  H.  Crapo,  Alexander  H.  Seabury, 
John  P.  Barker,  Charles  Almy,  Tliomas  B.  White,  I. 
H.  Bartlett,  Nehemiah  Leonard,  Andrew  Robcrson, 
Jona.  P.  Land,  William  Phillips,  Edward  3.  Cannon, 
Edward  W.  Huwlnnd,  Moses  Howe,  Joshua  Rich- 
mond, George  F.  Barker,  Dennis  Wood,  Charles 
Hitch,  Jame.-*  Durfee,  Lemuel  Kollock,  Asa  R.  Nye, 
Edward  D.  Mandell,  William  P.  Howland,  Alden  Q. 
Ellis,  T.  A.  Beauvoia,  Mohbs  G.  Thomas,  Samuel 
I»eni,  Simpson  Hart,  Abnor  J.  Phipps,  W,  U.  Tay- 
lor, Joseph  Taylor,  W.  L,  Rodman,  Horatio  Leonard, 
'  John  Wood.  The  first  officers  were  (xeorge  Howland, 
Jr.,  presidenti  H.  H.  Crapo  and  A,  H,  Seabury,  vice- 
presidents;  John  P.  Barker,  treasurer,  and  Charles 
Almy,  secretary. 

Tbe  o£Qcers  from  the  organisation  to  the  present 
time  have  been  as  followa:  George  Howland,  Jr., 
president ;  Charles  Almy,  secretary  ;  A.  H.  Seabury 
and  H.  H.  Crapo,  vice-presidenls  from  1855  to  1858; 
A.  H.  Seabury  and  Dennis  Wood,  vice-prusidenta 
from  1898  to  1874;  Dennis  Wood  and  Frederick  S. 
Allen,  vice-presidents  from  1874  to  1878;  Frederick 
6,  Allen  and  Lemuel  Kollock,  vice-presidents  from 
1878  to  1883;  John  P.  Barker,  treasurer  from  May, 
1856.  to  October,  1856 ;  T.  C.  Ricketaon,  from  October, 
1855,  to  April  6,  1861 ;  B.  Ricketaon,  Jr.,  from  April, 
1861. 

The  present  trustees  are  as  follows:  George  How- 
land, Jr.,  Fred.  S.  Allen,  Lemuel  Kollock,  Charles 
Almy,  William  Phillips,  James  Durfee,  Alexander 
H.  Seabury,  Samuel  Ivera,  Thomas  Wilcox,  William 
O.  Tnber,  George  R.  Phillips,  ^ohn  P.  Enowles  (2d), 
E.  Wm.  Hervey,  Warren  Ladd,  Joseph  Taylor,  Henry 
J.  Taylor,  William  J.  Kilburo,  William  R.  Wing, 
William  N,  Church,  James  P.  Macomber,  J.  Aug. 
Brownell,  Loum  Snow,  Jr.,  Frederick  S.  QilTord, 
Thomas  H.  Enowles,  H.  0.  Denison,  Samuel  H. 


Cook,  Samuel  C.  Hart,  Edwin  S.  Thayer,  C.  B.  JI. 
Fesaendcn,  Thomas  B.  Tripp,  Bei\janiin  1.  Cummlngs, 
Philip  B.  Purrington,  Edward  H.  Allen,  George  F. 
Kingman,  Edwin  Dews,  Parkmau  M,  Lund,  Frederick 
S.  Potter,  Edmund  Orlnnell,  John  F.  Swilt. 

The  first  deposit  was  mode  May  2*1, 1855,  by  Horace 
W.  Barker,  of  $25.  The  present  (Dec.  29,  1882) 
amountof  deposits  is  *.t,I09,118.G4;  surplus,  $44,880.- 
76  i  eiirningrt,  $27,807.67;  reserve  fund,  $16,101.94. 
Money  goes  on  interest  the  second  Wednesday  of 
January,  April,  July,  and  October.  Dividends  are 
payable  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  April  and 
October. 

Water-Works.'— The  first  movement  towards  in- 
troduction of  water  in  New  Bedford  was  made  in 
March,  1860.  Various  plans  were  subsequeutly 
thoroughly  diseiiaaed  and  examined,  and  April  18, 
1663,  the  acts  for  supplying  tbe  city  with  pure  water 
were  passed  by  the  General  Court.  November,  1865, 
plans  as  hereinafter  described  were  adopted,  and  uu 
ordinance  to  regulate  tbe  proceedings  of  the  commis- 
sion. William  W.  Crapo,  Warren  Ladd,  and  David 
B.  Kempton  were  appointed  commissioners. 

December  18th  a  board  of  commissioners  wu  or- 
ganised with  W.  W.  Cnipo  as  chairman,  uud  James  B. 
Congdon  clerk.  The  years  186G  l«  1S69,  inclusive, 
were  occupied  by  process  of  conntruction,  and  water 
waa  introduced  in  the  latter  part  of  1869. 

Water  ia  obtained  from  a  storing  reservoir,  arti- 
ficially formed  by  constructing  a  dam  ucrons  the  val- 
ley of  the  Acushnet  at  a  point  about  seven  inilea 
north  of  the  centre  of  the  city.  The  area  of  wutur- 
■hed  of  the  iloriug  reservoir  is  three  thousand  three 
hundred  acres  i  area  of  water  surface  of  reservoir  is 
three  hundred  acres;  capacity  of  reservoir,  four  hun- 
dred million  gallons ;  elevation  of  surface  of  liill 
reservoir,  forty  feet  above  high  tide. 

The  dam  is  sis  hundred  feet  long,  twenty  feet  wide 
on  top,  with  slopes  two  to  one.  In  tbe  middle  is  a 
puddled  wall  from  six  to  twelve  feet  wide.  Inner 
elope  is  protected  by  lining  ofliuge-sise  stone.  Water- 
way, located  at  east  end  of  ditui,  fifty  feet  wide,  cou- 
structed  of  rubble  hydraulic  maaanry,  except  over 
fall,  which  is  hammer-dressed;  whole  rests  on  timber 
and  plank  platform,  and  that  upon  foundation  of 
puddled  earth.  Gate-chamber  lociited  at  west  end  of 
dam,  and  is  carried  out  into  reservoir  about  fifty  feet. 
Chamber  is  of  bnmmer-dressed  stone,  laid  in  hydrnulio 
cement  mortur;  the  house  is  of  birch,  whole  rests  ou 
timber  and  plank  foundation.  Soon  after  dam  was 
first  completed  leaks  began  to  appear  in  the  vicinity 
of  gate- ho  use,  and  on  Feb.  16, 1868,  a  breach  occurred 
in  this  part  of  the  dam,  the  gate-house  and  over  one 
hundred  feet  of  the  dam  being  carried  away.  The 
cause  was  due  to  fine  sand  under  tbe  gate-house  and 
culvert  becoming  satunUed  and  running  like  ijuick- 
sand.    This  trouble  was  obviated  in  rebuilding. 

■  OoatrilfUlRj  by  B.  0.  F.  OotttduilL, 
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From  the  dam  at  the  storing  reservoir  the  water 
flows  by  gravity  through  a  single  ring  brick  conduit. 
Tlie  conduit  is  in  form  of  an  cgg-shapc  oval.  lu  in- 
terior dimensions  arc  three  and  four  feet,  the  lower 
end  being  a  semicircle  of  three  feet  diameter.  Its 
length  is  five  and  five-eighths  miles.  There  are  three 
overflows  on  this  line  of  conduit  for  the  discharge  of 
surplus  water.    The  grade  is  0.58  per  mile. 

The  outlet  of  the  conduit  is  into  the  receiving  res- 
ervoir. This  reservoir  has  a  capacity  of  three  million 
gallons.  When  filled  the  water  has  a  depth  of  twelve 
feet,  and  its  elevation  is  thirty  feet  above  tide. 

Its  embankments  are  twelve  feet  wide  on  top.  The 
outside  slope  is  two  to  one.  The  inside  slope  is  one 
and  one-half  to  one.  The  inside  slope  has  a  lining  of 
puddled  earth  four  feet  wide  at  the  top  and  ten  feet 
wide  at  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir,  and  carried  down 
three  feet  below  the  bottom.  The  inside  slope  is  pro- 
tected by  a  lining  of  granite  stone  one  foot  thick,  hav- 
ing the  joints  well  filled  with  fine  gravel.  From  the 
receiving  reservoir  to  the  pump-well  the  water  is  con- 
ducted in  a  stone  culvert.  The  length  of  this  culvert 
is  two  hundred  and  sixty-nine  feet.  The  dimensions 
of  the  pump-well  are:  length,  thirty-one  feet;  width, 
twelve  feet;  depth,  seventeen  feet.  There  are  four 
recesses,  fixe  by  six  feet,  for  the  pumps.  From  the 
pump-well  the  water  is  raised  a  height  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty- four  feet  to  the  distributing  reser- 
voir, through  asixtcen-inch  force-main  two  thousand 
two  hundred  feet  long.  The  pipe  system  is  also  sup- 
plied in  the  lower  section  direct  from  the  pumps 
through  a  ten-inch  main.  The  distributing  reservoir 
has  a  capacity  of  fifteen  million  gallons.  When  filled 
the  water  has  a  depth  of  seventeen  feet,  and  its  eleva- 
tion is  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  feet  above  tide.  Its 
embankments  are  from  eight  to  eighteen  feet  above 
the  natural  surface  of  the  ground.  The  top  is  fifteen 
feet  in  width,  and  its  slopes  are  two  to  one.  On  its 
inner  slope  is  a  lining  of  puddled  earth  seven  feet 
wide  at  the  top  and  fifteen  feet  wide  at  the  bottom  of 
the  reservoir,  and  carried  down  five  feet  below  the 
bottom.  Upon  the  inside  slope  of  the  embankment 
IS  a  wall  of  granite,  eighteen  inches  thick  at  the  bot- 
tom and  twelve  inches  at  the  top.  Between  the  back 
of  the  stone  facing  and  the  front  of  the  puddle  is  a 
layer  one  foot  thick,  composed  of  small  stones  and 
gravel.  There  are  two  pumping-engines.  The  larger 
engine  was  designed  by  William  J.  McAlpine,  C.E., 
and  was  built  by  the  Quintard  Iron-Works,  New  York 
City.  It  is  a  vertical  beam  condensing  engine,  with 
two  vertical  single-acting  pumps.  Its  general  dimen- 
sions are:  steam-cylinder,  thirty-eight  inchet*  diameter, 
eight  feet  stroke;  beam,  twenty-six  feet  long;  fly- 
wheel, sixteen  feet  diameter  and  twelve  tons  weight. 

The  pumps  are  placed  one  on  each  side  of  the  beam 
centre.  Diameter  of  pumps  twenty-eight  inches, Ktroke 
four  feet  eight  inches.  The  beam  is  supported  by  a  cast- 
iron  hollow  column  which  serves  as  an  air-chamber. 
This  engine  is  supplied  with  the  "Sickles"  adjustable 


cut-off,  and  is  capable  of  using -steam  expansively  to 
any  desirable  extent.  It  passes  slowly  over  the  centres, 
thus  giving  the  pump-valves  time  to  close.  This  en- 
gine has  the  capacity  of  pumping  five  million  gallons 
in  twenty-four  hourd.  In  the  line  of  duty  this  engine 
has  given  excellent  results.  The  smaller  engine  is  a 
Worthington  compound  duplex  engine,  of  a  capacity 
of  pumping  three  million  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours. 
In  1873  a  stand-pipe  was  erected  near  the  distributing 
reservoir.  Its  internal  diameter  is  five  feet,  and  the 
elevation  of  its  top  is  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
feet  above  tide.  The  distributing  pipes  are  partly  of 
cast  iron  and  partly  of  wrought  iron,  cement-lined. 
There  are  forty-four  and  one-fifth  miles  of  pipes  in  use, 
ranging  from  four  to  twenty-four  inches  in  diameter. 
Of  this  length  about  nine  and  a  half  miles  arc  of 
wrought  iron,  cement-lined,  the  rest  being  of  cast 
iron.  There  is  also  about  one  mile  of.smaller  distrib-* 
uting  pipes,  ranging  from  one  inch  to  four  inches.  In 
December,  1882,  there  were  in  use  three  hundred  and 
ninety -one  stop-gates,  three  hundred  and  thirteen 
fire-hydrants,  four  thousand  two  hundred  and  three 
taps,  forty-one  mitres,  and  twenty-three  motors.  The 
average  daily  consumption  for  1882  was  two  million 
three  hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty-two  gallons.  Bonded  indebtedness  is 
seven  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  total  receipts 
for  the  year  1882  were  forty-six  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-six  dollars  and  nineteen  cents.  The 
cost  of  management  and  repairs  during  that  year 
was  twenty-three  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty- 
six  dollars  and  fourteen  cents. 

George  A.  Briggs  was  chief  engineer  and  superin- 
tendent from  the  commencement  of  the  works  until 
1871.  William  J.  McAlpine,  chief  engineer,  was  con- 
sulting engineer  during  construction.  Since  1871  the 
superintendents  have  been  as  follows,  viz. :  1871-72, 
Israel  C.  Cornish;  1872-77,  George  B.  Wheeler; 
1877-81,  William  B.  Sherman;  1881,  Robert  C.  P. 
Coggeshall,  present  incumbent. 

The  ordinance  to  establish  the  Acushnet  Water 
Board,  to  take  the  place  of  the  water  commissioners, 
was  passed  Oct.  1 ,  1869.  The  board  consists  of  five 
members,  and  reports  to  City  Council.  The  mayor  and 
president  of  Common  Council  are  members  ex  officio. 
Of  the  members  chosen  at  large  one  retires  each  year, 
but  the  retiring  member  is  eligible  to  a  new  election. 
The  following  citizens  have  acted  as  members  of  this 
board:  Hon.  William  W.  Crapo,  David  B.  Kemp- 
ton,  Warren  Ladd,  George  B.  Richmond,  Henry  F. 
Thomas,  George  Howland,  Jr.,  Henry  J.  Taylor, 
George  H.  Dunbar,  Rufus  A.  Soule,  Frederick  S.  Allen, 
Abraham  H.  Howland,  Jr.,  Thomas  Bennett,  Jr.,  Eki- 
win  Dews,  Alanson  Borden,  William  H.  Matthews, 
Thomas  W.  Cook,  Thomas  R.  Rodman,  William  T. 
Soule,  Robert  W.  Taber,  George  Wilson,  J.  B.  Tomp- 
kins, Jr.,  George  R.  Stetson,  and  William  N.  Church. 
The  clerks  of  the  Acushnet  Water  Board  have  been 
James  B.  Congdon.  William  B.  Sherman,  and  Robert 
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0.  P.  Coggeflhall.  The  water  registrars  have  been 
James  B.  Congdon  and  James  H.  Hathaway.  In 
December,  1882,  the  name  of  the  water  board  was 
changed  from  **  Acushnet"  to  the  New  Bedford  Water 
Board. 

In  April,  1878,  the  Qeneral  Court  passed  an  act  en- 
abling the  city  to  increase  its  water  supply  by  taking 
such  an  amount  as  is  needed  from  either  Long  Pond 
or  Little  Quitticus  Pond.  It  was  afterwards  voted  by 
the  water  board  that  the  proposed  additional  supply 
should  be  taken  from  Long  Pond.  The  line  of  the 
proposed  conduit  has  been  determined,  and  the  land 
through  which  it  will  pass  has  been  taken  by  law. 
This  preliminary  action  leaves  the  work  in  a  condi- 
tion for  future  operations  whenever  it  becomes  neces- 
sary. 

The  New  Bedford  and  Fairhaven  Street  Bail- 
way  Company  was  incorporated  Feb.  6, 1872,  and  on 
the  2d  of  the  following  month  was  organized  with  a 
capital  of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  board  of  direc- 
tors were  William  W.  Crapo,  Warren  Ladd,  Weston 
Howland,  James  V.  Cox,  Qeorge  Wilson,  Samuel  P. 
Burt,  Nathan  S.  Ellis,  Andrew  Q.  Peirce.  Andrew 
6.  Pierce,  president  and  treasurer;  Samuel  P.  Burt, 
clerk ;  Charles  A.  Gray,  superintendent.  Its  track 
commenced  at  Linden  Street,  on  Purchase,  and  was 
laid  south  to  School  Street,  and  east  on  School  to 
steamboat  wharf;  from  Purchase  on  William,  through 
William,  North  Second,  Middle  Street,  across  the 
bridge,  and  in  Fairhaven  to  the  station  of  the  Fair- 
haven  Branch  Railroad.  Total  length  of  road  three 
and  three- tenths  miles. 

Its  present  ofiScers  are  as  follows:  Warren  Ladd, 
president  and  manager ;  Andrew  Q.  Peirce,  treasurer ; 
Edward  T.  Peirce,  clerk ;  Directors,  Warren  Ladd, 
Andrew  G.  Peirce,  William  W.  Crapo,  Weston  How- 
land,  George  Wilson,  James  V.  Cox,  Samuel  P.  Burt, 
Edward  Kilburn.  Capital  stock  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five  thousand  dollars. 

The  track  has  been  extended  from  School  on  Fourth 
to  Cove  Street,  and  from  William,  on  North  Second, 
through  Union,  Sixth,  Elm,  Summer,  and  Parker  to 
Cedar  Street.  Present  total  length  of  track  six  and 
four-tenths  miles. 

Post-Office. — The  New  Bedford  post-office  was  es- 
tablished Jan.  1, 1794,  with  William  Tobey  as  post- 
master. The  following  is  a  list  of  postmasters  from 
1794  to  present  time,  with  dates  of  appointment: 
William  Tobey,  1794;  Abraham  Smith,  June  20, 
1806;  Richard  Williams,  April  4,  1826;  Simon  Bai- 
ley, June  20, 1840;  Edward  W.  Green,  June  13, 1845; 
Simon  Bailey,  June  18,  1849;  Thomas  Coggeshall, 
Dec.  80,  1852 ;  Joseph  C.  Kent,  June  8,  1853 ;  John 
Eraser,  April  6,  1857 ;  Cyrus  W.  Chapman,  April  16, 
1861 ;  Edmund  Anthony,  Feb.  3,  1870;  Thomas  Cog- 
geshall, March  1,  1876,  present  incumbent. 

Wamsutta  Mills. — I^ong  before  the  decline  of  the 
whale  fishery  it  became  apparent  that  this  industry 
could  not  furnish  a  sufficient  field    for  the  capital 


and  enterprise  of  the  town,  and  that  New  Bedford 
must  look  to .  other  employment  for  growth  and 
progress.  Commercial  New  England  was  yielding  to 
manufacturing  New  England,  and  New  Bedford,  not 
relinquishing  her  control  of  the  whale  fishery,  sought 
to  add  the  machinery  of  the  manufacturer.  The 
first  really  eflScient  move  in  this  direction  after  the 
cordage-factory  was  the  establishment  of  the  Wam- 
sutta Mills. 

The  beginning  of  these  mills  dates  back  to  1846, 
when  the  corporation  was  chartered.  A  stone  mill, 
now  called  the  No.  1  mill,  212  feet  by  70,  with  four 
floors,  was  built  in  1847,  and  in  the  following  year 
work  was  beg^n  with  16,000  spindles  and  800  looms. 
Six  or  seven  years  later,  or  about  1854,  the  increased  de- 
mands of  the  trade  required  an  extension  of  the  mills, 
and  another  four-storied  stone  building,  245  feet  long 
by  70  wide,  was  erected  immediately  adjoining  the 
original  mill,  and  equipped  with  16,000  spindles  and 
800  looms.  But  the  demand  for  the  goods  gradually 
outgrew  the  increased  supply,  and  in  1865  a  duplicate 
of  mill  No.  2  was  put  into  operation  with  16,000  more 
spindles  and  300  more  looms.  The  close  of  the  war 
seemed  to  give  a  fresh  impulse  to  the  business,  for  it 
was  found  necessary  to  build  a  new  mill  in  1868  on  a 
grander  plan  than  the  older  structures.  This  was 
mill  No.  4,  which  is  of  brick,  with  granite  founda- 
tions, 495  feet  in  length,  75  feet  in  width,  and  five 
stories  high.  This  important  addition  almost  doubled 
the  productive  capacity  of  the  establishment,  the  new 
mill  containing  88,000  spindles  and  1100  looms.  It 
proved  to  be  sufficient,  however,  for  only  seven  years, 
and  in  1875  mill  No.  5  was  built.  It  stands  on  a  line 
with  No.  4,  and  is  substantially  uniform  with  it, 
though  its  dimensions  differ  somewhat,  being  shorter 
and  wider,  483  feet  in  length  by  93  in  width.  In  it 
were  placed  50,000  spindles  and  1000  looms.  In 
1881-82,  No.  6  mill  was  built  of  brick,  three  stories 
high,  569}  feet  long  and  95  feet  wide,  containing 
51,000  spindles  and  1072  looms,  and  employs  600 
hands. 

This  large  area  of  machinery  is  driven  by  several 
Corliss  engines  of  immense  power.  One  of  these 
monster  engines,  two  thousand  horse-power,  mightier 
by  six  hundred  horse-power  than  the  great  engine  at 
the  Centennial  Exhibition,  has  a  stroke  of  ten  feet, 
and  the  weight  of  its  fly-wheel  alone  is  fifty  tons. 

The  product  of  the  mills  is  chiefly  the  Wamsutta 
shirting  and  sheeting,  of  world-wide  fume. 

This  immense  establishment  employs  2400  persons, 
has  a  total  of  200,000  spindles,  and  4300  looms  rang- 
ing in  width  from  40  to  120  inches.  Capital,  $3,000,000. 
The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  Joseph  Grinnell, 
president;  Edward  Kilburn,  agent;  and  Andrew  G. 
Peirce,  treasurer. 

The  Orinnell  Mill— The  new  mill  of  the  Grinnell 
Manufacturing  Company  Ik  666  feet  lung,  98  feet  wide, 
and  three  stories  high,  with  flat  roof,  and  a  basement 
about  six  feet  high,  two-thirds  above  ground.    The 
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height  of  the  first  story  is  15  feet,  the  second  14}  feet, 
nnd  tlic  third  15]  to  17  feet.  The  whole  will  cover 
almost  an  acre  and  a  half.  As  stated  before,  it  ranges 
from  east  to  west  along  the  north  part  of  the  Rodman 
Dike  property,  at  the  south  side  of  Kilburn  Street. 
The  engine-house,  at  the  southwest  corner,  is  40  by 
50  feet,  a  single  story  28  feet  high.  The  boiler-house 
is  52  by  68  feet,  a  single  story  22  feet  high. 

The  picker  building,  117  by  98  feet,  and  from  15} 
to  17  feet  high,  is  situated  28  feet  west  of  the  main 
building.  In  the  southeast  part  of  this  structure  is 
the  picker- room,  77  by  62  feet,  and  it  also  contains  a 
repair-shop,  85  by  82  feet,  and  a  cloth-room,  85  by  36 
feet  It  is  connected  with  the  mill  by  a  structure  28 
by  80  feet,  which  contains  the  main  entrance  to  the 
mill,  a  harness-room,  lap-elevator,  etc.  The  picker 
building  being  of  the  same  width  as  the  mill,  ranges 
with  it.  Farther  to  the  west  is  the  office  building, 
48  by  24  feet,  15 J  feet  high,  and  containing  in  addition 
to  the  offices  a  supply-room  in  the  basement.  The 
united  length  of  the  connected  buildings  is  859  feet. 

The  mill  contains  1264  looms  40  inches  wide  and 
960()  spindles.  The  power  is  furnished  by  a  Corliss 
engine  with  two  cylinders,  each  thirty-two  feet  in 
diameter  and  six  feet  stroke. 

Potamska  Mills. — Potamska  Mill,  No.  1,  was  built 
in  1871,  and  wont  into  operation  with  a  capital  of 
1600,000.  It  is  845  by  92  feet,  four  stories  high  ;  the 
weaving-shed  is  one  story  high,  108  by  97  feet ;  the 
picker-room  is  two  stories  high,  119  by  40  feet.  It 
has  48,000  spindles  and  1006  looms. 

No.  2  mill  was  built  in  1877,  the  main  building 
being  348  by  92  feet,  four  stories  high ;  the  L  184  by 
92  feet,  two  stories  high  ;  the  weaving-shed  184  by  92 
feet,  one  story  high;  and  the  picker-house  71  by  47 
feet,  two  stories  high;  all  built  of  brick.  This  mill 
has  58,328  spindles  and  1428  looms.  The  total  num- 
ber of  spindles  in  both  mills  is  106,328,  and  the  total 
number  of  looms  2424. 

These  mills  manufacture  fine  lawns,  satteens,  cre- 
tonnes, jeans,  and  print  cloths.  Both  mills  are 
driven  by  Corliss  double  twenty-eight-inch  cylinder, 
five-foot  stroke  engines,  of  eight  hundred  horse- 
power each,  both  mills  employing  about  twelve  hun- 
dred operatives. 

James  Robinson  was  the  first  president  and  treas- 
urer, lie  was  succeeded  Aug.  27,  1875,  by  Horatio 
Hathaway,  who  was  succeeded  by  the  present  officers, 
—Andrew  G.  Peirce,  treasurer,  elected  in  1878,  and 
Edward  Kilburn,  president,  elected  in  1879.  Hiram 
Kilburn  has  been  superintendent  from  the  commence- 
ment. The  goods  of  these  mills  have  an  enviable 
reputation  for  honest  work  and  quality  of  material. 

The  Oosnold  Mills  were  incorporated  in  1848  apd 
organized  in  1855,  with  the  following  board  of  direc- 
tors: Thomas  Nye,  Jr.,  Lemuel  Kollock,  William 
Phillips,  W.  J.  Rotch,  John  R.  Thornton,  James  D. 
Thompson,  Jonathan  Bourne,  Jr.,  and  Edward  B. 
Mandell. 


The  first  president  was  Lemuel  Kollock,  who  served 
until  April  20, 1865,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  James 
D.  Thompson,  and  April  21, 1875,  Mr.  Thompson  was 
succeeded  by  the  present  president,  Mr.  Joseph  H. 
Cornell. 

The  first  treasurer  and  clerk  was  Frederick  Bryant, 
who  was  succeeded  Feb.  17,  1856,  by  William  Phil- 
lips. In  1858,  Mr.  L.  M.  Kollock  became  treasurer 
and  clerk,  and  continued  in  that  office  until  April, 
1865,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  James  D.  Thompson. 
Mr.  William  W.  Webb  was  chosen  clerk  at  the  same 
time.  Mr.  Thompson  officiated  until  April  18,  1876, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Joseph  H.  Cornell,  the 
present  incumbent.  Mr.  Qeorge  Wilson  was  elected 
treasurer  April  30,  1872,  when  the  following  new 
board  of  directors  were  chosen:  George  Wilson, 
James  H.  Cornell,  George  F.  Kingman,  James  M. 
Lawton,  and  John  B.  Little.  John  A.  Bates  was 
elected  secretary  April  15, 1878,  and  continues  to  the 
present  time.  Mr.  Little  was  succeeded  Aug.  1, 1874, 
by  Atmore  Holmes  as  a  director,  and  in  April,  1876, 
Mr.  Lawton  was  succeeded  by  William  G.  Taber. 
The  mills  have  had  but  two  superintendents,  John 
W.  Kingsbury  and  the  present,  Mr.  Henry  Howard. 

The  mills  manufacture  hoop,  band,  scroll,  rod, 
horse-shoe,  and  hame  iron  and  chains  of  every  de« 
scription.  The  growth  of  these  mills  has  been  steady, 
and  from  a  comparative  small  beginning  they  now 
rank  among  the  representative  institutions  of  the  city. 

Masonio.— Star  in  the  East  Lodoe,^  F.  and 
A.  M. — This  is  the  oldest  Masonic  lodge  in  the  city, 
having  been  chartered  Dec.  10, 1823,  with  the  follow- 
ing charter  members:  Timothy  I.  Dyre,  Anthony  D. 
Richmond,  George  Randall,  Asa  Wood.  Alden  D. 
Stoddard,  Jonathan  Buttrick,  Oliver  Swain,  Charles 
Coggeshall,  Thomas  Cole,  Zaccheus  Cushman,  Sam- 
uel Hall,  Eastland  Babcock, Timothy  G.  Coffin,  Reu- 
ben Swid,  Joseph  E.  Melcher,  James  Maddix,  Sam- 
uel James,  James  Mooers,  Mendell  Ellis,  Silvanus 
Ames,  and  Edward  T.  Taylor. 

This  venerable  lodge  has  always  quietly  and  faith- 
fully exemplified  the  beautiful  principles  of  Free- 
masonry, and  its  records  are  heavily-  laden  with 
blessings  of  widows  and  orphans  who  through  a  long 
term  of  years  have  had  their  hearts  made  glad  and 
burdens  lightened  by  its  generous  aid. 

Its  officers  and  members  have  carried  on  the  good 
work  whether  the  prevailing  public  opinion  was  for 
or  against  the  fraternity,  and  it  is  one  of  the  honored 
lodges  that  met  regularly  and  duly  attended  to  its 
business  all  through  the  fanatical  Anti-Masonic  ex- 
citement. Its  roll  embraces  the  names  of  a  large 
number  of  our  best  citizens  in  character  and  integ- 
rity, and  it  furnished  the  charter  members  of  Eureka 
Lodge  of  this  city,  as  well  as  many  of  those  of  Con- 
cordia Lodge  of  Faiijbaven  and  Noqnochoke  Lodge 
of  Westport. 

1  By  JaniM  0.  Hltoli. 
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The  Past  Masters  of  this  lodge  since  its  charter  are 
Timothy  I.  Dyre,  Oeorge*  Randall,  Oliver  Swain, 
Ephraim  Kempton,  Abner  Bourne,  Anthony  D. 
Richmond,  Thomas  T.  Wells,  John  Sargent,  Lucien 
B.  Keith,  Timothy  G.  Coffin,  John  Freeman,  Timo- 
thy Ingraham,  Samuel  W.  Hayes,  Henry  F.  Thomas, 
Henry  Taber  (2d),  Isaac  M.  Richardson,  George  H. 
Taber,  John  B.  Baylies,  Shipley  W.  Bumpus,  Albert 
H.  W.  Carpenter,  William  W.  Arnold,  Wanton  T. 
Drew,  James  Taylor,  Ezekiel  C.  Gardiner,  Anthony 
D.  Hall. 

Its  present  membership  is  three  hundred  and  sixty, 
and  its  officers  are  Theodore  W.  Cole,  W.  M. ;  Fred- 
erick A.  Bradford,  S.  W. ;  Frank  M.  Ashley,  J.  W. ; 
Edward  Stetson,  Treas. ;  James  C.  Hitch,  Sec. ;  Ben- 
jamin F.  Jenney,  Chap.;  Andrew  M.  Marts,  M. ; 
Waslnngton  A.  Jenkins,  S.  D. ;  Bartholomew  Othe- 
man,  J.  D. ;  Thomas  R.  Brownell,  S.  S. ;  Ernest  A. 
Wheaton,  J.  S. ;  George  Peirce,  O. ;  Ansel  F.  Blos- 
som, Tyler. 

Eureka  Lodge,*  F.  and  A.  M. — The  membership 
of  Star  in  the  East  Lodge  having  grown  so  large, 
it  was  deemed  advisable  by  members  of  the  fraternity 
to  have  another  lodge,  and  Eureka  Lodge  was 
chartered  May  8,  1857,  with  the  following-named 
members :  Timothy  Itograham,  Isaac  M.  Richardson, 
Benjamin  Russell,  Moses  H.  Bliss,  Stephen  A.  Tripp, 
Moses  G.  Thomas,  Lineas  Wood,  James  C.  Tripp,  and 
Henry  F.  Thomas. 

It  has  always  been  prosperous  from  the  beginning. 
Its  Past  Masters  are  Timothy  Ingraham,  Henry  F. 
Thomas,  Isaac  M.  Richardson,  Amasa  L.  Gleason, 
Charles  W.  Seabury,  John  A.  Lee,  Abraham  H.  How- 
land,  Jr.,  Thomas  B.  Tripp,  James  L.  Sherman,  Ansel 
G.  Baker,  William  T.Soule,  William  O.  Woodman. 

Its    present   membership  is  three    hundred   and 
twenty -six,  and  its  officers  are  Frederick  W.  Mosher 
W.  M.;  William  H.  Waterman,  S.  W.;  Edward  H 
Field,  J.   W.;   Humphrey  A.  GiflTord,  Jr.,  Treas. 
William  A.  Mackie,  Sec;  Edwin  Whittaker,  Chap. 
George  8.  P.  Bradford,  U. ;  Arnold  B.  Wady,  S.  D. 
Simpson  J.  Blossom,  J.  D. ;  Charles  L.  Tripp,  S.  S. 
Henry  L.  Dwight,  J.  S. ;  Thomas  J.  Borden,  I.  S. 
George  Peirce,  O. ;  Ansel  F.  Blossom,  Tyler. 

Adoniram  R.  a.  Chapter.*— This  old  organiza- 
tion has  been  imparting  the  impressive  and  delightful 
lessons  of  Chapter  Masonry  to  generations  in  this 
section  of  Massachusetts,  and  its  members  may  be 
found  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  carrying  on  the  work 
of  other  chapters  which  they  have  organized.  Its 
charter  is  dated  Oct.  4,  1816,  and  was  granted  to  the 
following  companions  of  Attleborough  and  vicinity : 
George  Ellis,  Manning  Richards,  George  W.  Robin- 
son, Otis  Robinson,  James  Warren,  Richard  Carrigue, 
Jabez  Newell,  Edward  Richardson,  Obed  Robinson, 
Jr.,  Darius  Briggs,  Abiathar  Richardson,  Jr.,  John 
Whiting,  Daniel  Babcock,  Carlos  Barrows. 

>  By  JameaO.  Hitch. 


It  was  moved  to  Taunton  on  the  5tb  of  July,  1825, 
and  after  twenty  years  good  service  its  locution  was 
changed  to  this  city,  Nov.  26, 1845. 

Ito  Past  High  Priests  are  Richard  Carrigue,  George 
Ellis,  James  W.  Grossman,  John  Howard,  William 
W.  Grossman,  Samuel  Caswell,  Jr.,  Timothy  Ingra- 
ham, Moses  G.  Thomas,  Wanton  T.  Dew,  John  A. 
Lee,  Abram  H.  Howland,  Jr.,  William  W.  Arnold, 
Albert  H.  W.  Carpenter,  James  L.  Sherman,  Albert 
E.  Wright 

Its  present  membership  is  three  hundred  and 
eighty-four,  and  its  officers  are  William  M.  Thorup, 
H.  P. ;  Ansel  G.  Baker,  K. ;  John  W.  Taylor,  S. ; 
George  R.  Stetson,  Treas. ;  H.  Wilder  Emerson,  Sec. ; 
Charles  H.  Brownell,  Chap. ;  Frank  M.  Ashley,  C.  H. ; 
Benjamin  S.  Jenkins,  P.  S. ;  Henry  C.  W  Mosher,  R. 
A.  C. ;  Joseph  W.  Chadwick,  Stephen  A.  Brownell, 
Charles  W.  Potter,  Jr.,  M.  V. ;  Ansel  F.  Blossom, 
Tyler. 

Sutton  Commandery  op  Kniqhtb  Templar,* 
and  the  Appendant  Orders.  This  commandery  was 
chartered  May  4, 1864,  with  the  following  members : 
John  B.  Baylies,  Albert  H.  W.  Carpenter,  Gustavus 
Delano,  Wanton  T.  Drew,  John  Anson  Lee,  Charles 
H.  San  ford,  Elisha  C.  Leonard,  Joshua  B.  Winslow, 
Henry  Field,  Jr.,  Jacob  L.  Porter, Francis  L.Porter, 
Robert  C.  Topham,  Jacob  B.  Hadley,  David  Brayton, 
William  E.  Mason,  Hiram  Wheaton,  Larnet  Hall, 
Jr.,  Stephen  W.  McFarlin,  Amasa  L.  Gleason,  John 
Valentine,  Jr.,  John  Fuller,  William  W.  Arnold,  An- 
dreas T.  Thorup,  Henry  G.  Pomeroy,  George  Bliss, 
James  H.  C.  Richmond,  William  A.  Searcll,  James 
D.  Driggs,  William  O.  Woodman,  Nathan  Lewis, 
George  R.  Paddock,  David  S.  Small,  Peter  Fales, 
Peter  D.  Cutter,  John  Terry,  and  Ansel  Tripp. 

It  has  been  very  flourishing  from  the  start,  and  the 
utmost  harmony  and  good  fellowship  has  existed 
among  all  the  Sir  Knights. 

It  was  named  in  honor  of  Sir  Knight  Gen.  William 
Sutton,of  Salem,  who  was  much  interested  in  all  that 
pertained  to  Freemasonry,  particularly  to  Templar 
Masonry,  and  he  presented  Sutton  Commandery  with 
a  beautiful  banner. 

The  Past  Eminent  Commanders  are  John  B.  Bav- 
lies,  Albert  H.  W.  Carpenter,  John  A.  I^e,  Abraham 
H.  Howland,  Jr.,  Gardner  T.  Sanford,  Henry  Field, 
Jr.,  and  James  Taylor. 

Its  present  membership  is  two  hundred  and  nine, 
and  the  officers  are  William  T.  Soule,  E.  C. ;  James 
L.  Sherman,  Gen.;  William  H.  Matthews,  Capt. 
Gen.;  Frederick  A.  Bradford,  Prelate;  Jacob  B. 
Hadley,  Treas.;  H.  Wilder  Emerson,  Rec. ;  Ezekiel 
C.  Gardiner,  S.  W. ;  Edwin  Dews,  J.  W. ;  William 
H.  Sherman,  St.  B. ;  Theodore  W.  Cole,  Sw.  B. ; 
Henry  C.  W.  Mosher,  W. ;  Charles  II.  Wood,  8d  G.; 
Benjamin  8.  Jenkins,  2d  O. ;  Thomas  L.  Allen,  Ut  G. ; 
Ansel  F.  Blossom,  Sen. 

*  By  Juuie*  C.  Hitch. 
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Early  Phyiioians.— Probably  the  earliest  physi- 
cian within  the  limits  of  the  old  town  of  Dartmouth 
was  Dr.  Daniel  Hathaway. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Burg  was  also  an  early  physician. 
He  died  Sept.  18, 1748,  and  was  buried  in  the  old 
cemetery  at  Acusbnet. 

Another  well-known  physician  of  his  time  was 
Elisha  Tobey,  who  died  May  10,  1781. 

Dr.  Samuel  Perry  was  also  a  physician  of  consid- 
erable repute.  He  had  two  sons,  both  well-known 
practitioners  in  the  town.  Dr.  Samuel,  Jr.,  died 
Oct.  26, 1820,  and  his  brother,  Dr.  Ebenezer,  March 
18, 1822. 

Dr.  Silas  Tompkins  died  here  Dec.  21,  1853. 

Dr.  William  Gushing  Whitridge  was  born  in  Tiv- 
erton, R.  I.,  Nov.  25,  1784,  and  died  at  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  Dec.  28, 1857,  in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  his 
age.  His  father  was  a  distinguished  phyHician  in  his 
day,  and  his  surviving  brothers.  Dr.  Joshua  R.  Whit- 
ridge, of  Charleston,  and  Dr.  John  Whitridge,  of 
Baltimore,  rank  deservedly  high  in  the  cities  of  their 
adoption.  Dr.  Whitridge  entered  Brown  University 
In  1800,  but  subsequently  went  to  Union  College, 
Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  graduated  with 
distinction  in  1804.  He  entered  at  once  as  a  pupil 
in  his  father's  oflice,  and  attended  one  full  course  of 
lectures  at  Harvard  University.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, at  that  time  take  a  medical  degree,  and  in  1847 
received  from  Harvard  the  honorary  title  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine. 

The  first  theatre  of  his  practice  was  Tiverton,  R.  I., 
where  he  continued  to  labor  with  success  until  1822, 
when  he  removed  to  New  Bedford.  Here  he  toiled 
in  a  widening  circle  of  professional  occupation  until 
death  bore  him  from  the  scene  of  his  labors.  His  per- 
sonal appearance  was  highly  prepossessing,  and  his 
manners  were  simple  and  unaffected.  He  possessed  a 
quick  and  ready  perception,  a  rare  faculty  of  analy- 
sis, and  a  remarkable  facility  in  the  attainment  of 
useful  and  important  facts  bearing  upon  his  profes- 
sion. The  public  confidence  in  his  skill  as  a  physi- 
cian was  very  great,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he 
had  the  largest  consultation  practice  in  New  Bedford. 
Dr.  Whitridge  was  frequently  delegated  by  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Medical  Society  to  attend  the  sessions  of 
the  American  Medical  Association,  and  was  present 
at  those  of  Boston  and  New  York. 

Dr.  Alexander  Read  was  a  physician  of  high  stand- 
ing, and  one  of  the  leading  members  in  the  profession 
in  this  part  of  the  State.  He  was  born  in  Milford, 
July  10,  1786.  He  was  graduated  in  1808  at  Dart- 
mouth College,  having  acquired  the  reputation  of 
good  scholarship  and  unblemished  morals.  He  pur- 
sued his  medical  studies  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Greene^  of  Worcester,  and  of  Nathan  Smith,  M.D., 
and  in  1811  commenced  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  New  Bedford.  He  soon  acquired  the  repu- 
tation of  a  skillful  and  attentive  physician,  and  re- 
ceived the  patronage  of  a  numerous  circle  of  intelligent 


and  wealthy  citizens.  A  course  of  lectures  prepared 
and  delivered  by  him  on  chemistry  and  botany  with 
great  acceptance  was  a  happy  introduction  to  the 
youthful  portion  of  the  more  intelligent  population, 
and  many  of  the  attendants  remained  ever  after  his 
ardent  friends. 

Possessing  by  nature  a  sanguine  temperament,  and 
by  cultivation  and  Intercourse  with  good  society  a 
refined  taste,  he  was  fitted  to  be  an  ornament  in  the 
circle  in  which  he  moved.  He  was  made  to  love  and 
to  be  loved.  He  was  kind,  conciliatory,  and  con- 
siderate. Naturally  modest  and  self-diffident,  he 
wondered  at  his  own  success.  He  seemed  to  live 
more  for  others  than  for  himself.  His  own  happiness 
was  an  incident  rather  than  an  end  in  his  pursuits. 
His  ruling  passion  was  to  promote  the  well-being  of 
those  with  whom  he  associated.  Hence  as  a  physi- 
cian he  was  ardent  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  care- 
ful in  his  observation  of,  the  changing  phases  of  dis- 
ease, kind  in  his  deportment,  courteous  in  all  the 
relations  of  life,  and  skillful  to  perceive  and  minister 
to  the  necessities  of  his  numerous  patients. 

In  1816  he  received  the  degree  of  M.D.  at  New 
Haven.  Dr.  Read  was  a  skillful  surgeon  as  well  as 
physician,  and  was  much  devoted  to  that  branch  of 
his  profession.  His  advice  was  much  sought  and  ap- 
preciated by  his  professional  brethren.  They  felt 
that  their  reputation  was  safe  in  his  hands,  that 
when  called  in  counsel  he  would  sustain  and  not  sup- 
plant them.  He  scorned  the  low  art  to  which,  it 
must  be  confessed,  a  few,  even  of  educated  men,  re- 
sort for  the  acquisition  of  business.  Quackery, 
whether  in  its  infinitesimal  or  more  heroic  develop- 
ment, received  from  him  no  countenance.  He  pub- 
lished but  little.  His  remarks  on  the  mode  of  prep- 
aration and  uses  of  Datura  Stramonium  are  a  model 
of  simplicity  and  directness  in  medical  communica- 
tions. 

His  crowning  excellence  was  his  reverence  for  God. 
His  was  the  religion  of  the  Bible.  He  acknowledged 
its  claims  and  reverently  bowed  to  its  teachings,  and 
in  the  hour  of  affliction  and  sickness  he  was  rewarded 
by  its  abundant  consolations.  Religion  with  him 
was  an  abiding  principle,  not  the  fitful  vagary  of  an 
excited  imagination. 

Such  was  Dr.  Read, — a  good  husband,  kind  father, 
beloved  physician,  and  in  every  relation  eminently 
a  good  man. 

His  fatal  disease  was  hsematuria,  followed  by 
chronic  disorganization  and  protracted  suffering. 

Fire  Society,  1809.— The  following  is  a  "  Listof  the 
members  of  the  Bedford  Fire  Society,  with  (*A')  watch- 
word, June  10, 1809,  presented  to  the  fire-wards,  viz. : 
Joseph  Ricketson,  Elisha  Thornton,  Jr.,  Barnabas 
Taber,  Job  Eddy,  James  Allen  (2d),  Simpson  Hart, 
Cornelius  Howland,  Nicholas  D.  Greene,  Daniel 
Taber,  Nathan  Taber,  Abraham  Shearman,  Jr.,  Caleb 
Green,  William  Sawyer  Wall,  Jahadel  Jenney,  Wil- 
liam James,  Peter  Barney,  Josiah  Wood,  Francis 
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Taber,  John   Thorn  ton,  Peleg   Howland,   William 
Ross,  Gilbert  Howland,  Gilbert  Russell,  Sands  Wing, 
Caleb  Congdon,  Benjamin  Lincoln,  Freeman  BarrowS| 
and  John  H.  Howland. 
**  By  order  of  the  society,  watchword  '  A.' 

"  Caleb  Greene." 

Attached  to  this  list  is  the  following  notice: 
**  To  Caleb  Congdon,  one  of  the  fire-wards  for  the 
town  of  New  Bedford,  the  inclosed  list  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Bedford  Fire  Society  with  its  watchword 
is  presented  thee  for  thy  government  or  direction,  to 
give  orders  to  said  members  at  any  fire  which  may 
happen.    The  watchword  is  not  to  be  divulged." 

An  Interesting  Document. — ^The  old  borough  of 
Dartmouth,  England,  the  fishing  community  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Dart,  gave  our  old  Dartmouth  its  -name. 
Many  incidents  connected  with  its  name  and  history 
made  this  ancient  borough,  whose  franchise  dates 
back  to  the  reign  of  Richard  CoBur  de  Lion,  closely 
associated  with  the  commemorative  exercises. 

An  address  "  To  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen 
of  the  city  of  Dartmouth,  county  of  Devon,  England," 
had  been  prepared,  and  was  read  to  the  meeting. 
Having  been  signed  by  the  mayor,  aldermen.  Common 
Council  men,  and  clerk  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford, 
and  by  the  selectmen  and  town  clerks  of  the  towns 
uniting  in  the  celebration,  and  beautifully  engrossed, 
it  was  sent  to  its  destination. 

The  time  required  by  its  engrossment,  and  to  obtain 
the  large  number  of  necessary  signatures  of  persons 
dwelling  widely  apart,  brought  the  end  of  the  year 
before  it  could  be  forwarded. 

It  was  not  until  Washington's  Birthday,  1866,  that 
the  mayor  of  the  city  received  a  response  to  this 
greeting  from  the  old  Dartmouth  of  America  to  the 
old  Dartmouth  of  Great  Britain.  But  when  it  was 
received  the  delay  was  not  cared  for  or  thought  of. 
The  reply  was  dated  on  the  **  Fourth  of  July,"  1866, 
was  signed  by  the  mayor,  recorder,  clerk,  and  bur- 
gesses of  the  borough  of  Clifton  Dartmouth  Hard- 
ness, in  the  county  of  Devon,  England.  One  of  the 
councilors  bears  the  significant  name  of  John  Bully. 
It  is  a  well-written  document,  and  its  tone  is  kind  and 
manly.  In  these  respects  it  fully  met  the  circum- 
stances of  the  occasion  and  the  wishes  and  expecta- 
tions of  those  to  whose  greeting  it  was  an  answer. 
But  the  form  in  which  it  appeared  was  a  surprise  and 
a  delight.  Its  elegant  chirography  upon  vellum  is  a 
picture  in  itself;  and  this,  with  its  beautiful  illumi- 
nations of  border  and  other  chaste  ornamentation, 
give  the  whole  a  rare,  rich,  and  attractive  appear- 
ance. 

The  Ship  •'Rebecca."*— The  ship  "  Rebecca"  was 
the  first  ship  built  in  New  Bedford.  She  was 
launched  in  the  spring  of  1785.  George  Claghorn 
was  the  master-carpenter,  who  afterwards  built  the 
frigate  **  Constitution,"  the  pride  of  our  navy. 

1  By  WiliUm  T.  KuflMU.  written  In  18U. 


The  **  Rebecca"  was  owned  by  Joseph  Russell  and 
his  sons  Barnabas  and  Gilbert  Russell.  The  timber 
of  which  she  was  built  was  chiefly  cut  in  the  south- 
westerly part  of  the  town,  now  covered  with  houses 
and  gardens.  She  measured  175|l  tons,  which  at  that 
time  was  considered  so  im  mensely  large  that  she  was  the 
wonder  and  the  admiration  of  all  the  country  round. 
People  from  Taunton,  Bridgewater,  and  all  the  neigh- 
boring towns  came  to  New  Bedford  to  see  the  big 
ship.  There  was  a  woman  figure-head  carved  for  her, 
and  when  it  was  about  being  put  upon  her  a  number 
of  the  Friends'  Society  remonstrated  against  so  vain 
and  useless  an  ornament,  and  she  went  to  sea  without 
it. 

The  owners  of  the  **  Rebecca"  had  some  difficulty 
in  finding  a  man  of  sufficient  experience  to  trust  with 
the  command  of  so  big  a  ship.  Now  we  have  a 
schooner  of  larger  tonnage  running  to  New  York  as  a 
packet  (schooner  "Richmond"  is  one  hundred  and 
eighty  tons). 

James  Haydon  was  finally  selected  for  her  captain, 
and  Cornelius  Grinnell,  chief  mate.  She  sailed  on  her 
first  voyage  to  Philadelphia;  from  thence  to  Liver- 
pool. The  second  voyage  Cornelius  Grinnell  was 
captain,  and  continued  to  command  her  for  six  years. 

The  **  Rebecca"  was  the  first  American  whale-ship 
that  doubled  Cape  Horn.  She  was  commanded  by 
Capt.  Kearsley,  and  made  a  successful  voyage,  ob- 
taining a  cargo  of  sperm  oil  on  the  coast  of  Chili,  and 
reluming  in  about  twelve  months. 

The  "Rebecca"  finally  made  a  disastrous  end. 
She  sailed  from  Liverpool  for  New  York  in  the 
autumn  of  1798,  commanded  by  Capt.  Gardner  (the 
father  of  the  present  Capts.  Gardner),  and  has  never 
been  heard  of  from  that  time  to  this.' 


*  Capt  Oornrlltia  Howlaud  and  Caleb  Graana,  tba  adioolniaalar,  wara 
ownara  In  Uia  "  Bebacca*'  wban  aha  mada  bar  Pacific  voyaga.  Soma  of 
tba  acboonan  of  tba  praaant  day  ara  naariy  four  tloiaa  tba  alia  of  tba 
**  Babacou**  Bba  waa  not  tba  firat  alilp  built  in  Bc>dfurd.  Tba  building 
of  tba  •*  DartmouUi"  baa  an  aarliar  data,  and  our  Inta  fallow-dtiMn, 
Thomaa  Kampion,  aald  tbat  a  ablp  called  tba  **  BadfunJ**  waa  built  on 
tba  waat  ald«  of  tba  Acnalmat  aa  aarly  aa  1770.  TbU  could  not  bava 
baan  tba  blatorio  **  Badford.** 

Frwlariok  0.  Sanfurd,  of  Nantuckat,  In  bla  valuabla  and  Intaraatlng 
article  In  tba  KuMtMohtl  Inquinr,  1862,  on  tba  **  Ploueaiv  of  tba  Wbala 
FUliery,**  aaya  tbat  **  in  1701  our  ahlpa  entered  the  Pacific.**  Tbia  la  the 
year  tbat  tba  **  Bebecoa**  doubled  Onpe  Horn.  Aocounta  differ  aa  to 
which  took  the  lead  In  the  adventure,  Nantucket  or  New  Dedfurd.  In  a 
letter  dated  Aug.  27, 1870,  Mr.  Sanfunl  laya  that**  lu  conaetiuence  of  the 
great  auoccaa  la  Uie  Pacific  of  ahlpa  froni  Loudon  and  Mr.  Botcli*8  ahlpa 
from  Dunkirk,  rix  ahlpa  were  In  1700  fitted  lor  whaling  iu  tbat  oceau  from 
Nautucket.  The  <  Bearer*  aalled  flmt,  Anguat,  17tfl.**  Tlie  firat  aUrt 
from  tbia  country  for  doubling  Oape  Horn  waa  no  duubt  fruui  Nantucket. 
The  **  Rebecca'*  waa  not  fitted  for  the  Pud  fie.  Inrurniatiou  obtained  on 
the  voyage  Induced  the  captain  to  try  hia  luck  there.  Which  uf  tlio 
two  ahipa  firat  rounded  the  cape  does  not  appear,  la  not  of  much  Im- 
portance. 

Tiie  following  extracta  form  a  part  of  the  coucluaion  of  Mr.  Sanford*8 
Intereating  article.  Hia  deacription  of  tlie  veaaela  and  the  men  employed 
In  tbia  bold  enterprlae  will  apply  to  the  New  Betlfttrd  aa  wuli  aa  to  the 
Nantucket  ploueera  engaged  In  it.  No  one  will  queeliou  tlie  truth  of 
the  iwrtralt  he  has  dniwn  of  the  hardy,  bold,  and  enterprUliig  men  of 
Nantucket,  who  were  the  worhl-reuowncd  leadera  lu  tbia  extraordinary 
branch  of  the  world'a  industrial  purauiia.  The  story  of  the  whalers 
borders  upon  the  ronuince  of  lil^tury,  and  deavrvea  au  abler  historian 
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Old  advertisement  in  Medley^  1794, — 

"  Ihmt. — On  Monday  eTenlng  liiat,  from  the  hooM-yard  of  the  late 
Mr.  Denlel  Smith,  a  large  Dram  Kkttlb,  with  a  crack  In  the  bottom, 
and  a  imtch  thereon.  Whoever  will  give  Information  ao  that  the  kettle 
■Mj  he  fonnd  will  greatly  aattet  a  dbtreeeed  fkmlly. 

•*  BKDroM,  April  4, 17M.** 

Benevolent  and  other  Societies. — Associatioo  for 
the  Relief  of  Aged  Women  of  New  Bedford ;  Mrs. 
Matthew  Howland,  president;  Mrs.  Loam  Snow, 
vice-president;  Mrs. Henry T.  Wood,  treasurer ;  Mrs. 
Oliver  Prescott,  secretary ;  Mrs.  Joseph  Qrinnell, 
Mrs.  Abraham  Russell.  Mrs.  George  Howland,  Jr., 
Mrs.  William  Phillips,  Mrs.  William  G.  E.  Pope, 
Mrs.  Joseph  R.  Read,  Mrs.  (Cornelius  Rowland,  Mrs. 
Caleb  Anthony,  Mrs.  B.  R.  Alray,  Mrs.  William 
Thompson.  Mrs.  James  Fisher,  Mrs.  William  J.  Rotch, 
Mrs.  James  Almy,  Mrs.  Edward  D.  Mandell,  Miss 
Louise  S.  Cummings,  Mrs.  Frederick  8.  Gifford,  Miss 
Susan  Snow,  Mrs.  Edward  C.  Jones,  Mrs.  William  G. 
Wood,  Mrs.  Horatio  Hathaway,  Mrs.  William  A.  Dana, 
Miss  Gertrude  Baxter,  Miss  Anna  Clifford,  Miss  Mary 
T.  Rowland,  Mrs.  George  Russey,  Mrs.  Daniel  Wil- 
der, Mrs.  John  F.  Tucker,  Miss  Amelia  H.  Jones, 
managers;  Thomas  Nye,  Jr.,  Oliver  Prescott,  .Joseph 
Grinnell,  Edward  D.  Mandell,  Roratix)  Hathaway, 
advisers. 

Liberty  Hall  Association,  organized  July  15,  1841. 
Hall  rebuilt  in  1865.  George  A.  Bourne,  president; 
Thomas  Wilcox,  clerk;  Joseph  Buckminster,  treas- 
urer ;  Thomas  L.  Parsons,  agent ;  George  A.  Bourne, 
Thomas  Wilcox,  Joseph  Buckminster,  directors. 

City  Farm,  at  Clarke's  Point;  Peleg  S.  Macy,  su- 
perintendent ;  Mrs.  C.  S.  Macy,  matron ;  Rev.  Isaac 
H.  Coe,  chaplain. 

Union  for  Good  Works,  established  Feb.  9,  1870. 
The  object  of  the  members  of  this  society  is  "  To  do 
good  and  to  grow  better.'' 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  New  Bed- 
ford; Edmund  Rodmund,  president ;  Allen  F.Wood, 
vice-president;  Charles  E.  Hendrickson,  recording 
secretary ;  C.  W.  Knight,  treasurer ;  Charles  W. 
Harned,  general  secretary. 

than  any  who  heve  yet  attempti^  to  relate  it.  Who  eo  well  qualified  ae 
the  writer  of  the  article  from  which  we  have  quoted  f 

"  In  1791  <mr  ehipe  entered  the  Pacific  In  pnrsnit  of  their  prey.  They 
donbled  Cnpe  Horn  In  a  clan  of  veeeela  that  would  be  eonjildered  uniafe 
at  this  dey  to  perform  a  eummer  voyage  acroei  the  Atlantic,  small  In 
sise,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons  In  burden,  heavy,  dull 
salten,  without  copper  on  their  bottoms,  poorly  and  scantily  fitted,  in« 
deed,  but  manned  with  men  of  an  iron  nerve  and  an  energy  that  knew 
DO  turning,  and  here  again  they  were  snocessful. 

"  I  am  fully  aware  thst  New  Bedford  surpasses  all  other  places  en- 
gaged  In  the  whale  fishery  In  wealth  and  prosperity.  Success  has 
followed  exertion  In  a  ratio  of  one  hundredfold,  and  there  are  very  few 
places  in  our  country  which  have  srisen  to  such  a  height  of  prosperity 
in  so  short  a  period.    It  seems  almost  the  work  of  an  enchanter. 

**  Other  placM  have  ecll|«ed  Nantucket  of  late,  but  the  well<eamed 
fiime  of  our  sires  knows  no  diminution,  but  brightens  their  laurels  as 
tims  lessen*  tlioir  numbers.  Nantucket  may  with  an  honest  pride  look 
Imck  to  a  long  list  of  worthies,  men  filled  with  Interminable  persever- 
ance and' an  energy  that  defied  and  overcame  all  obstacles, — a  list  that 
will  bear  no  unworthy  comparison  with  Samuel  Adams  and  his  Revo- 
Intlonary  oumpanions,  as  deserving  of  her  pride  as  the  Jewels  of  Cor- 
nelia." 
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Orphans'  Home,  organized  in  1842.  For  orphans 
in  both  sexes.  About  thirty  inmates.  Miss  Celia 
Brett,  matron  ;  Mrs.  Eliza  A.  Brett,  assistant  matron ; 
Mrs.  William  C.  N.  Swift,  president;  Mrs.  William 
Crapo,  secretary ;  Mrs.  James  D.  Thompson,  treasurer. 

St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  under  control  of  the  Sisters 
of  Mercy.  Sister  De  Pezzie,  superior.  The  following 
gentlemen  comprise  the  hospital  staff:  Rev.  Hugh 
J.  Smyth,  director ;  S.  W.  Hayes,  M.D.,  physician  in 
charge;  George  Atwood,  M.D.  (Fairhaven),  J.  H. 
Mackie,  M.D.,  E.  P.  Abb6,  M.D.,  consulting  physi- 
cians and  surgeons ;  S.  W.  Hayes,  M.D.,  G.  T.  Hough, 
M.D.,  F.  H.  Hooper,  M.D.,  William  H.  Taylor,  M.D., 
visiting  physicians  and  surgeons ;  J.  J.  B.  Vermyne, 
M.D.,  ophthalmic  surgeon. 

Union  Lodge,  No.  7,  F.  and  A.  M.  (Colored). 

Annawan  Encampment,  I.  O.  of  O.  F. 

Acushnet  Lodge,  No.  41^  I.  O.  of  O.  F. 

Vesta  Lodge,  No.  166, 1.  O.  of  O.  F. 

Potomska  Lodge,  No.  1611,  G.  U.  O.  of  O.  F. 

Odd- Fellows'  BeneBcial  Association  of  Southern 
Massachusetts;  Samuel  C.  Hart,  president. 

Potomska  Stamm,  No.  182,  I.  O.  R.  M.;  Martin 
Freundshu,  O.  C. 

New  Bedford  Lodge,  No.  667,  K.  of  H. ;  Joseph  £. 
Riggins,  P.  D. 

William  Logau  Rodman  Post,  No.  1,  G.  A.  R. ; 
Andrew  J.  Smith,  Com. ;  John  W.  Footman,  8.  V.  0. ; 
Thomas  E.  Ward,  J.  V.  C. ;  Benjamin  H.  Arnold,  Sur- 
geon ;  Charles  P.  Casmire,  Chaplain ;  Frederick  A. 
Washburn,  Q.M. ;  Ezra  K.  Bly,  Adjt. 

New  Bedford  City  Guards ;  J.  K.  McAfee,  captain ; 
Z.  C.  Dunham,  first  lieutenant ;  William  R.  Spooner, 
second  lieutenant;  George  N.  Hall,  clerk ;  Abner  P. 
Pope,  treasurer. 

Honorary  members :  Edwin  Dews,  president ;  South- 
ward Potter  (2d),  secretary  and  treasurer;  Samuel  0. 
Hart,  William  Baylies,  James  E.  Blake,  executive 
committee. 

Mount  Taber  Council,  No.  18. 

El  Bethel  Temple  of  Honor,  No.  24. 

Orient  Lodge,  No.  173,  G.  T. 

Liberty  Lodge,  No.  48,  G.  T. 

Acushnet  Division,  No.  87,  S.  of  T. ;  Francis  H. 
Greene,  W.  P. ;  Frank  P.  P.  Tuell,  W.  A. ;  William 
O.  Cross,  R.  S. ;  Adeline  Durfee,  A.  R.  S. ;  Charles 
D.  Tuell,  F.  S. ;  George  S.  Bowen,  T. ;  Isaac  Bameii, 
Chap. ;  Charles  L.  Parker,  C. ;  Emily  B.  Butman,  A. 
C. ;  William  Robinson,  I.  S. ;  Samuel  Jones,  O.  S. ; 
S.  T.  Viall,  P.  W.  P. 

St.  Lawrence  Catholic  Temperance  Society;  Michael 
Duggan,  President. 

Ineorporated  Companies,  eto.— Acushnet  Co- 
operative. Capital  stock,  seven  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars.    Sylvanus  Bennett,  agent. 

Morse  Twist-Drill  and  Machine  Company,  located 
on  Bedford,  corner  of  Fourth  Street.  Edward  8.  Taber, 
president  and  treasurer ;  Nathan  Chas^,  Frederick  8. 
Allen,  Thomas  M.  Stetson,  Gilbert  Allen,  Andrew  G. 
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Peirce,  and  Edward  S.  Taber,  directors ;  Qilbert  Allen, 
clerk  of  board. 

Mount  Washington  Qlass  Oompanj,  located  on 
Prospect  Street.  Capital  stock,  eightj-tbree  thousand 
dollars.    Alexander  H.  Seabury,  treasurer. 

New  Bedford  Co-Operative  Saving  Fund  and  Loan 
Association,  41  William  Street,  incorporated  July  11, 
1881.  Authorized  capital,  one  million  dollars.  Isaac 
W.  Benjamin,  president;  Edward  Kilburn,  vice-presi- 
dent ;  Charles  R.  Price,  secretary ;  Qideon  B.  Wright, 
treasurer. 

New  Bedford  Copper  Company  was  incorporated  in 
1860.  Capital,  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 
Qilbert  Allen,  president;  William  H.  Matthews,  treas- 
urer; Henry  Field,  Jr.,  superintendent;  Qilbert  Allen, 
Edward  D.  Mandell,  Leander  A.  Plummer,  William 
J.  Rotch,  James  D.  Thompson,  Frederick  S.  Allen, 
Charles  W.  Clifford,  directors. 

New  Bedford  Cordage  Company  was  incorporated 
in  1846.  Capital,  seventy-five  thousand  dollars.  Wil- 
liam J.  Rotch,  president ;  L.  A.  Plummer,  treasurer 
and  clerk. 

New  Bedford  Qas- Light  Company,  70  South  Water 
Street;  incorporated  in  1850.  Capital,  two  hundred 
and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  William  C.  Taber, 
president;  Qilbert  Allen,  treasurer;  Qideon  Wood, 
superintendent ;  William  C.  Taber,  William  J.  Rotch, 
Jonathan  Bourne,  Jr.,  Edward  C.  Jones,  Joseph  C. 
Delano,  Charles  Almy,  Abram  H.  Howland,  Jr.,  Qil- 
bert Allen,  Lemuel  KoUock,  directors. 

New  Bedford  Ice  Company.  Capital  stock,  twenty 
thousand  dollars.  M.  E.  Hatch,  treasurer,  9  Fourth 
Street. 

New  Bedford,  Vineyard  and  Nantucket  Steamboat 
Company;  incorporated  March  21,  1854.  Capital, 
seventy  thousand  dollars.  Edward  D.  Mandell,  presi- 
dent; Andrew  Q.  Peirce,  treasurer;  Edward  T.  Peirce, 
clerk;  Edward  D.  Mandell,  Jonathan  Bourne,  Andrew 
Q.  Peirce,  Samuel  P.  Burt,  New  Bedford;  Charles 
Bradley,  Vineyard  Haven,  directors. 

This  company  owns  and  runs  the  steamer  "Martha's 
Vineyard,"  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  tons  burden, 
also  steamer  *'  Monohansett,"  four  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-five tons,  between  New  Bedford  and  Edgartown, 
Oak  Bluffs,  Vineyard  Highlands,  Vineyard  Haven, 
and  Wood's  Holl.  Also  steamers  "Island  Home" 
and  **  River  Queen"  to  Nantucket. 

Rotch  Wharf  Company;  office,  Rotch's  Square. 
William  J.  Rotch,  president;  Isaac  W.  Benjamin, 
treasurer;  Elisha  Qibbs,  wharfinger. 

Thayer  and  Judd  Paraffine  Company;  ofllce,Rotch's 
Square.  Incorporated  May  1,  1872.  Capital,  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Edwin  S.  Thayer,  presi- 
dent; L.  8.  Judd,  treasurer;  E.  S.  Thayer,  general 
agent;  John  B.  Ilussey,  E.  S.  Thayer,  L.  S.  Judd,  J. 
B.  Merriam,  William  Morgan,  directors. 

The  Southern  Massachusetts  Telephone  Company, 
organized  February,  1880.  C.  W.  Clifford,  president; 
Samuel  I  vers,  treasurer;  Moses  E.  Hatch,  Samuel 


Ivers,  Edward  Qrinnell,  Morgan  Rotch,  Walter  Clif- 
ford, O.  P.  Brightman,  directors ;  M.  E.  Hatch,  gen- 
eral manager. 

Insnranoe  Company. — Bristol  County  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  44  North  Water  Street ;  incor- 
porated A.D.  1829.  Jonathan  Bourne,  president ;  Qeo. 
N.  Alden,  secretary  and  treasurer. 


CHAPTER  XIL 

NBW  BEDFORD.— (CbNliMMecf.) 

CIVIL  HI8T0BT— UIUTABT  HI8T0UT. 

IncorpoimUon  of  tb«  Town — Setting  off  of  Flalrluivon— PHrt  of  Dart- 
month  nnnwced  to  New  Bodford — Pnrt  of  Aenihnet  nunezod  to  Mew 
Bedford— >Incorpontlon  of  Uie  Gitjr— Llet  of  MAjrora— BrpreientnUvee 
to  General  Court— Oity  Debt— MUlUry  BeoonI— War  of  1812— War  of 
the  Bebellloo— Liat  of  SoldJere— Boll  of  Honor— Suldien*  and  Ballon* 
Uounnient 

This  town  originally  formed  a  part  of  the  old  town 
of  Dartmouth,  and  was  incorporated  Feb.  23,  1787. 
It  retained  its  original  area  until  Feb.  22,  1812,  when 
the  town  of  Fairhaven  was  set  off.  A  part  of  Dart- 
mouth was  annexed  March  20,  1845,  and  a  part  of 
Acushnet  April  9,  1875. 

New  Bedford  was  incorporated  as  a  city  March  9, 
1847. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  mayors: 

Abraham  H.  Howland,  1847-^1. 

William  J.  Rotch,  1852. 

Rodney  French,  1853-54. 

Ceorge  Howland,  Jr.,  1855-56, 1863-65,  and  about 
three  months  of  1862. 

George  H.  Dunbar,  1857-58, 1873.  The  municipal 
year  was  changed  in  1857,  so  that  his  first  term  was 
nine  months. 

Willard  Nye,  1859. 

Isaac  C.  Taber,  1860-61,  and  to  Sept.  29, 1862. 

John  H.  Perry,  1866-67. 

Andrew  G.  Peirce,  1868-69. 

George  B.  Richmond,  1870-72,  1874. 

Abraham  H.  Howland,  Jr.,  1875-76. 

Alanson  Borden,  1877. 

George  B.  Richmond,  1878. 

William  T.  Soule,  1879-80. 

George  W.  Wilson,  1881-83. 

BBPBESBNTATIVKS  TO  QKNKRAL  OOURT  rUOM  1788  TO  1883. 


Walter  Spoouer,  May  13, 1788. 
••  "         M«y  Ifi,  1789. 

"  •*         May  H,  1790. 

"  "  Not.  2G,  1790. 

•*  ••         May  17, 1792. 

Beth  Spooner,  May  1, 1794. 
"  ••        May  0,  1796. 

May  13, 1790. 
May  8, 1797. 
May  1, 1798. 
May  10,  1799. 
Mny  12,  1800. 
May  12,  1801. 
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>  Alden  Spooner.  May  12,  1801. 
Setli  8|Mouer,  M  uy  10, 1802. 
Bei^amlu  Church,  May  9,  1803. 
Beth  Spouner,  May  4, 1804. 
Lemuel  Williama,  May  12, 1800. 
Aldon  8iN>oner,  May  12,  1800. 
Beth  Spoourr,  Blay  12, 1800. 
Sauiuol  I'urry,  Blay  12. 18(H). 
John  Ilawoa,  May  10,  1807. 
Seth  8|N»ouer,  May  13, 1809. 
Allien  Spooner,  May  13,  1808. 
Samuel  Porry,  May  13, 1808. 
Chailee  Ruaaell,  May  13, 1808. 
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Ald«*n  Spooncr,  May  10*  1M10. 
BtOi  8pnon«r,  Miiy  10,  IHOO. 
fkuiiiiAl  IVrry,  May  10, 19U0. 
ThotniM  Nyp,  May  10,  IWfO. 
<nmrlf^  llii»i«ll,  May  1ft,  1800. 
SeCli  BiMioner,  May  10, 1810. 
SMnnel  Perry,  Bfay  10, 1810. 
Wniiam  Wlllia,  May  10, 1810. 
Oamallel  Bryant,  May  10, 1810. 
Jlrvh  Swift,  Jr.,  May  10, 1810. 
Jonathao  Pope,  May  10, 1810. 
Bath  Spooner,  May  18, 1811. 
Samuel  Parry,  May  18, 1811. 
William  Willis,  May  18, 1811. 
Gamaliel  Bryant,  Blay  18, 1811. 
JiMh  Swift,  May  18, 1811. 
Jonathan  Pojw.  May  18, 1811. 
John  M.  Williams,  May  16, 1812. 
James  Waahbnni,  Bfay  16, 1812. 
Gamaliel  Bryant,  May  16, 1812. 
Jlrsh  Swin,  Jr.,  May  16. 1812. 
Gamaliel  Bryant,  May  10, 1813. 
John  M.  Williams,  May  10, 1813. 
•  Jlrsh  Swift,  May  10, 1813. 
William  llatliawsj,  May  10, 1818. 
John  M.  Williams,  May  7, 1814. 
William  Hathaway,  May  7, 1814. 
James  Washburn,  May  7,  1814. 
Jlreh  Swin,  May  7, 1814. 
James  Washbuni,  May  l.H,  1816. 
Jlrah  Swift,  May  1.1, 1816. 
John  M.  Williams,  May  13, 1816. 
Manassoli  Kenipton,  May  13, 1816. 
John  A.  Parker,  Blay  13, 1810. 
Tlios.  Ksmptun  (2d),  May  13, 1816. 
John  Nye,  May  13, 1816. 
Frederic  Mayliew,  May  13, 1816. 
William  Willis,  May  10, 1817. 
John  Nye,  Blay  2, 1818. 
John  A.  Parker,  May  2, 1818. 
Lemuel  Williams,  May  16,  1810. 
John  Nye.  May  16. 1810. 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  Blay  16, 1810. 
Oomellns  Grinnell,  May  16, 1810. 
John  Nye,  May  6. 1820. 
lismnel  Williams,  May  6, 1820. 
Thomas  Rotch,  May  6, 1820. 
William  Hatliaway,  May  6, 1820. 
Thomas  Rotch,  May  8. 1821. 
Lemuel  Wtlliamo,  Jr.,  May  8, 1821 
Wllllani  Hathaway,  May  8, 1822. 
John  Nye,  May  0, 1822. 
Bei^amin  Lincoln,  May  6, 1822. 
John  A.  Parker,  Blay  0, 1822. 
Thomns  Rotch,  Blay  3, 1823. 
Lemuel  Williams,  Blay  3, 1828. 
Jolin  A.  Parker,  Bfay  3, 1823. 
William  IlathawHy.  Nny  3, 1823. 
Thomas  Rotch,  Blay  3, 1824. 
Thomas  Rotcli,  Blay  2, 1826. 
John  A.  Parker,  Blay  2, 1826. 
Timotliy  G.  Coffln,  May  2, 1826. 
.Charles  II.  Warren,  May  2, 1826. 
Thomas  Rotch,  Blay  6, 1826. 
John  A.  I*arker.  Blay  14, 1827. 
Thomas  A.  Greene.  Mny  14,  1827. 
John  A.  Parker,  Msy  10, 1828. 
Thomas  A.  Greene,  May  10, 1828. 
Conielins  Grinnell,  Bfay  10, 1828. 
^hiaini  Kempton,  May  10, 1828. 
William  C.  Nye,  Bfay  10, 1828. 
Charles  W.  Morgan,  Mny  10, 1828. 
Tliomas  A.. Greene.  May  11, 1820. 
William  0.  Nye,  May  11, 1820. 
James  Arnold,  May  II,  1820. 
Russell  Freeman,  May  11, 1820. 
Xli  Haskell,  May  11, 1829. 


Charles  W.  Blorgan,  May  11, 1828. 
Tliomas  Greene,  May  10, 18.10. 
Rnssi'll  Freeman,  May  10, 1830. 
Thomas  A.  Greene,  May  11, 1831. 
William  C.  Nye.  May  II,  18:11. 
diaries  W.  Morgan,  May  11, 1831. 
Russell  Freeman,  Bfay  11, 1831. 
Thomas  Mandell,  May  11, 1831. 
Bei^min  Lincoln,  May  11, 1831. 
Thomas  A.  Greene,  Not.  12, 1832. 
Charles  W.  Morgan,  Not.  12, 1832. 
Isaac  Case,  Not.  12, 1832. 
Tliomas  Mandell,  Not.  13, 1832. 
John  Burrage,  Not.  13, 1832: 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  Not.  13, 1832. 
Edmund  Gardner,  Not.  13, 1838. 
Mark  B.  Palmer,  Not.  11, 1833. 
Jonathan  R.  Ward,  Not.  1 1, 1833. 
Charles  W.  Morgan,  Not.  11, 1833. 
John  Bnrrage,  Not.  11, 1833. 
Thomas  Mandell,  Nov.  11, 1833. 
Thomas  A.  Greene,  Not.  11, 1833. 
Isaac  Case,  Not.  11,  1833. 
Bdmund  Gardner,  Not.  11. 1833. 
Benjamin  Lincoln,  Not.  11, 1833. 
Thomas  Mandell,  Not.  14,  iai4. 
Thomas  A.  Greene,  Not.  10, 1834. 
John  Perkins,  Not.  10, 1834. 
Jlreli  Perry,  Not.  10, 1834. 
Obed  Nye,  Not.  10,  18:^. 
Roland  R.  Crocker,  Not.  10, 1834. 
DaTld  R.  Greene,  Not.  1U,  1834. 
OliTer  Crocker,  Not.  10, 1834. 
Jolin  II.  ClifTord,  Nut.  10, 18:)4. 
Thonms  Mandell,  Not.  0, 1836. 
Jonathan  R.  Ward,  Not.  0, 1836. 
Benjamin  Coombs,  Nov.  0, 1836. 
Samitson  Perkins,  Not.  0, 1836. 
WIMiiini  II.  Crocker,  Not.  0, 18.16. 
James  D.  Thompson,  Not.  0, 1836. 
Robert  Illllman,  Not.  0, 1836. 
Thomas  B.  Bush,  Not.  0, 1836. 
Cyrus  Hooper,  Not.  0, 1836. 
Tliomas  Mandf>ll,  Not.  14, 1836. 
Jonathan  R.  Ward,  Not.  14, 1836. 
Sampson  Perkins,  Nov.  14, 1836. 
William  U.  Crocker,  Not.  14, 1836. 
Jamt'S  D.  Thuropson,  Not.  14, 1836. 
Benjamin  Coombs,  Not.  14, 1836. 
Thomas  B.  Bosh,  Nor.  14, 1836. 
Cyrus  Hooper,  Not.  14, 1836. 
Isnac  Case,  Not.  14, 1 836. 
Isaac  D.  Hall,  Not.  14, 1836. 
Charles  W.  Morgan,  Not.  13, 1837. 
Thomas  A.  Greene,  Not.  13, 1837. 
Pardon  G.  Seabury,  Not.  18, 1837. 
Kphraim  Kempton,  Not.  13, 1837. 
Samuel  Tobey,  Not.  13, 1837. 
John  Perkins,  Not.  13, 1837. 
William  U.  Allen,  Not.  13, 1837. 
Henry  Taber.  Not.  13, 1837. 
James  Wady,  Not.  13, 1837. 
Thomas  A.  Greene,  Not.  12, 1838. 
Pardon  G.  Seabury,  Not.  12, 1838. 
Eben.  N.  Cbaddock,  Not.  12, 1838. 
Leonard  Maoomber,  Not.  12, 1838. 
Abraham  Barber.  Not.  12, 1838. 
Silas  Stetson,  Not.  12, 1838. 
Robert  Ulllman,  Not.  12, 1838. 
Thomas  D.  Eliot,  Not.  12, 1838. 
William  H.  Stowell,  Not.  12, 1838. 
Thomas  A.  Greene,  Not.  11, 1830. 
John  Perkins,  Not.  11, 1830. 
Silas  Stetson,  Not.  11, 1830. 
George  Howland,  Not.  11, 1830.- 
John  F.  Emenoo,  Not.  11, 1830. 
Charles  Y.  Card,  Not.  11, 1839. 


Henry  Taber,  Not.  11, 1830. 
AlfWid  Giliba,  Not.  11, 1839. 
Charles  W.  Morgan,  Not.  11-,  1830. 
Thomas  A.  Greene,  Not.  10, 1889. 
John  Perkins,  Not.  10, 1689. 
Alfred  GIbbs,  Not.  19, 1830. 
Charles  V.  Card,  Not.  10, 1830. 
Silas  Stetson,  Not.  10, 1830. 
Tliomas  A.  Greene,  Not.  0, 1840. 
Henry  Taber,  Not.  0, 1840. 
H.  G.  0.  Colby,  Not.  0, 1840. 
Silas  Stetson,  Not.  0, 1840. 
George  Howland,  Not.  0, 1840. 

(No  one  appears  to  baTe  been 
elected  In  1841.) 

Ephraim  Kempton,  Not.  28, 1842. 
H.  G.  0.  Colby,  Not.  28, 1842. 
On  Win  Staples,  Not.  28, 1842. 
Benjamin  S.  Rotch,  Not.  28, 1842. 
Henry  Taber,  Not.  28, 1842. 

••  "       Not.  13, 1843. 

Abr.  H.  Howland,  Nov.  13, 1843. 
John  U.  W.  Page,  Nov.  13,  1843. 
Benjamin  S.  Rotch,  Not.  13, 1843. 
OalTln  SUples,  Not.  13, 1843. 
Abr.  H.  Howland,  Not.  11, 1844. 
John  H.  W.  Page,  Not.  11, 1844. 
Thomas  Kempton,  Not.  11, 1844. 
DaTid  R.  Greene,  Not.  11, 1844. 
James  A.  Congdon,  Not.  11, 1844. 
John  H.  W.  Page,  Not.  10, 1846. 
Abr.  H.  Howland,  Nov.  10, 1845. 
Thomas  Kempton,  Not.  10, 1846. 
DaTld  R.  Greene,  Nov.  10,  1846. 
Calvin  Staples,  Not.  10, 1846. 
Abr.  fl.  Howland,  Not.  10, 1846. 
Thomas  Kempton,  Nov.  0, 1846. 
Willard  Nyr,  Nut.  0, 1846. 
Richard  A.  Palmer,  Not.  0, 1846. 
Luther  Baker,  Not.  0, 1846. 
William  J.  Rutch,  Not.  8, 1847. 
Richard  A.  Palmer,  Nov.  8, 1847. 
Luther  Baker,  Not.  8, 1847. 
Calvin  Staples,  Not.  8, 1847. 
Thomas  Nye,  Jr.,  Not.  8, 1847. 

(No  choice  made  in  1848.) 
William  J.  Rotch,  Not.  12, 1840. 
Obed  Nye,  Not.  12, 1840. 
Thomas  Kempton,  Not.  12, 1860. 
Obed  Nye,  Not.  12,  l&V). 
Richard  Palmer,  Not.  12,  I860. 
Tliomas  Kempton,  Not.  10, 1861. 
George  Howland,  Jr., Not.  10, 1861. 
George  B.  Richmond,  Not.  10, 1861. 
Cornelius  Howland,  Not.  10, 1861. 
Abraham  Gardner,  Not.  10, 1861. 

(No  eholoe  In  1862.) 
Willard  Nye,  Not.  16, 1863. 
Tllsoo  B.  Deuham,  Not.  16, 1868. 
Henry  F.  Thomas,  Not.  16, 1863. 
Nathaniel  Gilbert,  Not.  16, 1863. 
Asa  R.  Nye,  Not.  13, 1864. 
Tilson  B.  Denham,  Not.  13, 1864. 
Edward  Milliken,  Not.  13, 1864. 
George  G.  Glflord,  Not.  13, 1864. 
Caleb  L.  Bills,  Not.  13, 1864. 
Bdwanl  Milliken,  Not.  6, 1866. 
Henry  F.  Thomas,  Not.  6, 1866. 
Daniel  Homer,  Not.  6, 1866. 
John  Hicks,  Not.  6, 1866. 
Nathaniel  Gilbert,  Not.  6, 1866. 
George  H.  Dunbar,  Not.  6, 1866. 
Hattel  Kelley,  Not.  6, 1866. 
William  H.  Allen,  Not.  6, 1866. 
WillUm  W.  Crapo,  Not.  6, 1866. 
Thomas  H.  S««ule,  Not.  6, 1866. 
WIUUuB  H.  Allen,  Not.  2^  1867. 


Hattel  Kelley,  Not.  S,  1867. 
Samnel  Watson,  Not.  2, 1867. 
Alanson  Borden,  Not.  8, 1868. 
Sabin  B.  Chamberlain,  Not.  8, 1868. 
Samnel  Watson,  Not.  8, 1868. 
'  Nathan  B.  GIfford,  Not.  S,  1868. 
Augustus  L.  West,  Not.  8, 1868. 
SabIn  B.  Chamberlain,  Not.  0, 1860. 
Alanson  Borden,  Not.  9, 1860. 
James  Rider,  Not.  0, 1860. 
Nathan  R.  GIfford,  Not.  0, 1869. 
Richard  A.  Pierce,  Not.  0, 1860. 
Sabin  B.  Chamberlain,  Not.  0, 1860. 
Richard  A.  Pierce,  Not.  0,  I860. 
Robert  GIbba,  Not.  0, 1860. 
Caleb  L  Ellis,  Not.  0, 1860. 
"  "     Not.  6, 1861. 

Robert  Glbb*,  Not.  6, 1861. 
Charles  Almy,  Not.  4, 1862. 
Horatio  A.  Kempton,  Not.  4, 1862. 
Nathaniel  Gilbert,  Not.  4, 1862. 
Wright  Brownell,  Not.  4, 1862. 
Charles  T.  Bonney,  Not.  4, 1862. 
Charles  Almy,  Not.  3, 1863. 
Horatio  A.  Kempton,  Not.  8, 1868. 
Nathaniel  Gilbert,  Not.  8, 1868. 
Wright  Brownell,  Not.  S,  1868. 
Charles  T.  Bnnuey,  Not.  3, 1868. 
Ebeneier  L.  Foster,  Not.  8, 1864. 
William  Bosworth,  Not.  8, 1864. 
Cornelius  Howland,  Not.  8, 1864. 
Wright  Brownell,  Not.  8, 1864. 
Nathaniel  Gilbert,  Not.  8, 1864. 
Ebeneier  L.  Foster,  Nov.  7, 1866. 
William  Bosworth,  Not.  7, 1866. 
BlUah  H.  Cliisholn,  Not.  7, 1866. 
Isaac  H.  Cos.  Not.  7, 1866. 
Joshua  C.  Stone,  Not.  7, 1866. 
Elijah  H.  Chisliolm,  Not.  7, 1806. 
Oliver  H.  P.  Browne,  Not.  7, 1866. 
Joshua  C.  Stone,  Not.  7, 1866. 
Isaac  H.  Coe,  Not.  7. 1866. 
OliTer  H.  P.  Browne,  Not.  6, 1807. 
Joseph  W.  Cornell,  Not.  6, 1867. 
James  B.  Wood,  Not.  6, 1867. 
William  H.  Reynard,  Nov.  6, 1867. 
Samuel  S.  Paine,  Not.  4, 1868. 
Rodney  French,  Not.  4, 1868. 
John  A.  P.  Allen,  Not.  4, 1868. 
Jethro  0.  Brock,  Not.  4, 1868. 
Samnel  S.  Paine,  Not.  8, 1869, 
Rodney  French,  Not.  8, 1860. 
John  A.  P.  Allen,  Not.  8, 1868. 
BlUah  H.  Chlsholm,  Not.  8, 1869. 
Joslah  Bonney,  Feb.  16, 1870. 
Joseph  W.  Cornell,  Not.  10, 1870. 
Sills  Perry,  Not.  10, 1870. 
Josiah  Bonney,  Not.  10,  1870. 
Elijah  H.  Chlsholm,  Not.  10, 1870. 
Bills  Perry,  Not.  8, 1871. 
Joseph  W.  Cornell,  Not.  8, 1871. 
Thomas  B.  Tripp,  Not.  8, 1871. 
Isaac  D.  Hall,  Not.  8, 1871. 
BlUah  H.  Chlsholm,  Not.  6, 1878. 
lasae  D.  Hall,  Not.  6, 1872. 
Isaao  F.  Sawtelle,  Not.  6, 1873. 
William  0.  Pnrker,  Not.  6, 1873. 
ElUah  H.  Chlsholm,  Not.  6, 1878. 
Clyras  W.  Chapman,  Not.  6, 1878. 
Charles  M.  Pierce,  Not.  4, 1874. 
Giles  G.  Barksr,  Not.  4, 1874. 
Charles  B.  Taoker,  Jr.,  Not.  4, 1874. 
Joseph  Bnckminster,  Not.  2, 1876. 
BenJ.  8.  Batcbelor,  Not.  S,  1876. 
Hosea  M.  Knowllon,  Not.  S,  1876. 
Giles  G.  Barker,  Not.  18, 1876. 
Joseph  BnokmJnster,  Not.  18, 1878. 
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City  Debt — The  amount  of  the  debt  of  the  c:tj 
of  New  Bedford,  and  the  paymenta  to  be  anaiiaily 
made  thereupon,  are  shown  by  the  following  atute- 
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The  fallowing  table  shows  the  amount  of  taxM 
levied  in  this  city  since  1868,  and  the  rah)  per  thou- 
sand for  State,  county,  and  city  purpoMs;  also  the 
number  of  polls: 
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War  of  1812. — The  sentiment  of  the  citizens  of 
New  Bedford  in  relation  to  this  war  and  it*  pri- 
vateering Ruxiliaries  is  best  ezprened  by  tlie  follow- 
ing vote,  passed  July  21, 1814 : 
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"Kofor  llHliilUSiBDd  Piriji,  Wllliun  Hitlbany,  rnuda  Baliih, 
RoirWBd  H.  CiDCkar,  Juun  WubborB,  LmibW  WIHIbbh,  Jr,  Julia  A. 
Pirkar,  La  via  Ludlui,  OorBitlui  Qrlimsll." 

It  was  a  sad  war  for  tliis  little  community,  for  the 
commerce  of  the  country  nos  swept  from  tho  ocean, 
and  it  wss  upon  the  ocean  atone  that  the  inhabiunts 
of  New  Bedford  depended  lor  support. 

The  losses  were  heavy  nnd  the  suRering  was  great, 
and  there  are  some  who  will  read  this  who  still  retain 
a  viTid  recollection  of  the  deprivationi  which  followed 
the  closing  of  the  ocean  highways  and  cruising- 
grounds  to  the  enterprise  and  skillful  daring  of  aur 
merchants  and  aaitora. 

There  was,  in  the  summi 
ment  of  the  militia  of  this 
to  New  Bedforil  for  iu  defense.    Ther 
lime   prohnbly  s  tliouannd  men   under  arms  in  the 
town,  including  our  own  military  companJea. 

We  publish  llie  nninea  of  the  members  of  the  two 
New  Bedford  mititory  coinpnniea  then  on  uctive  duty. 
This  we  have  been  enabled  to  do  by  an  examination 
of  the  rosters  of  the  several  companies  composing  the 
coitiiiiand  of  Lieut.-Col.  Benjamin  I.iiic-uin,  which 
were  deluchcd  for  service  at  New  Ikiiford.  The 
record  la  very  complete.  This  valuable  contribution 
to  our  locsl  nnnals  is  in  the  posseasion  of  the  Free 


of  1814,  a  large  detach- 
part  of  the  State  ordered 
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Public  Library,  to  which  institution  it  was  presented 
hj  Mrs.  Caroline  Lincoln  Whitriclge,  the  daughter 
of  the  lieutenant-colonel  in  command,  afterwards 
Maj.-Gen.  Benjamin  Lincoln. 

We  find  but  little  of  incident  in  this  military  record. 
Several  courts-martial  were  held  for  desertion  and 
other  grave  offenses.  One  poor  boy-fifer,  who  said 
he  did  not  mean  to  run  away,  was  sentenced  to  close 
confinement  during  his  term  of  service,  and  to  have 
hU  whiskey  stopped.  Lucky  sentence  for  the  boy  I 
One  officer  deserted  at  the  first  alarm,  and  a  private 
fled  beyond  the  reach  of  a  squad  sent  for  him. 

CHlMri  of  tk*  RegimenL — Donjamln  Lincoln,  Ifeut.-col.  oomni«ndlng; 
■dward  Pope,  nii^.;  John  Ooggeth«li,  ro«J.  of  art.;  Bllsim  Tobey,  ftdjt*; 
William  Kampton,  q.m.;  Samoal  P«rry,  surgeon;  Rlijali  Wilbur, 
q.m.<Mrgt.;  Larl  Palrea,  maj.;  Kbeneser  Hnnt,  mn}.;  Daniel  Lane, 
M^t  art  All  of  theae  were  of  New  Bedford,  ezeepUng  Tobey,  Pelrce, 
Hart,  and  Lane. 

In  Capt  Reuben  Swift's  company,  formed  at  the 
"  Head  of  the  River,"  there  were  the  following  men 
from  New  Bedford: 

William  Swift,  let  sergt.;  Allen  Bowen,  3d  eergt.;  and  Nathaniel 
Spooner,  Lemuel  Armtby,  El^ab  Parker,  Jr.,  Oliver  Wolcott,  Peter 
Taber,  Gornellus  Pope,  Samuel  lUmmond,  William  Tobey  (3d),  Samuel 
J.  Tobey,  Jami4  Wood,  Joiin  Freeman,  Stpplien  Wing  (2d),  Jamee  Davie, 
Jr.,  Joelina  Kpooner,  Stillman  WnnhlMirn,  G.  Weeton,  Micah  Spooner, 
Jr.,  John  Williams,  Abraham  Reynolds,  Asa  Grapo,  Benjamin  8.  Hatha- 
way, Philip  Reynolds,  privates. 

This  company  was  stationed  at  Clarke's  Cove,  in 
New  Bedford,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  regular 
guard  around  Clarke's  Point,  from  the  Cove  to  the 
Smoking  Rocks. 

The  only  New  Bedford  men  in  Capt.  William  Nye's 
company  from  Fairhaven  were  the  captain,  Loum 
Snow,  and  James  Taber. 

Infantry  Company. — Roll  of  Capt.  Nathaniel 
Nelson's  company  of  detached  troops,  stationed  at 
New  Bedford,  ordered  out  by  Lieut.-Col.  Benjamin 
Lincoln,  June,  1814 : 

OJIeen. — Nathaniel  Nelson,  papt.;  Job  Gray,  Jr.  (Fairhaven,  sick  and 
did  nodnty;,  lieiit.;  Ooorgo  Clark,  ensign  .  .  .;  Benjamin  Warren,  1st 
sergt;  Ganiailel  Hart,  2il  sergt.;  Natlianlel  Perry,  3d  sergt;  Tliomas 
Rhhlell,  4th  sergt.;  Charles  Hathaway,  drili-sergt;  David  Uowland, 
James  Proud,  Robert  Tuckerman,  Charles  Covel,  corps. ;  Alanson  Cas- 
well, drummer :  Charles  Pratt,  fifer ;  Abner  Sonle,  captaln*s  waiter. 

PHv(ifn.-~Davtd  Allen,  Joseph  Wilcox,  Joalsh  L.  Bliss,  William  Tnck- 
•rman,  Edward  Gardner,  Wlllet  Seabury,  Joseph  Merrett,  Nathaniel  Baa- 
sett,  Charles  Gllliert,  Benjamin  Hammond,  Nye  Holmes,  Jonathan  How- 
land,  Jr.,  Elisha  Briggs,  William  W.  Kempton,  James  Baboock,  Samnel 
Proud,  Joelah  Winslow,  Ivory  0.  Albert,  Uriah  Head,  Perry  Jenkins, 
Rnmell  Wood,  Thomas  Kempton,  William  Lane,  William  Ondworth, 
Henwn  Cnsliman,  Oliver  Price,  Jr.,  Avery  Parker  (2d),  John  BIsson, 
Thomas  Durfee,  Stephen  Howland,  Kllsha  Clark,  Moses  Wsshburn, 
Thomas  Bnrrell,  Charles  Wood,  Stanton  Bnrch,  Richard  Hill,  Stephen 
West,  Jr.,  John  Wadklns,  Jonathan  Haffords,  Benjamin  Brownell,  David 
Wilier,  Felix  Fllnel,  Kara  Hathaway,  .  .  .  Warren  Mosher,  Noel  Taber, 
John  Akin,  Benjamin  B.  Corell,  WillUm  Bliss,  Jr.,  Michael  Randall, 
mjah  Knap,  Tilllnghast  Tompkins,  Klihu  Mosher  (2d),  James  Haflbrds 
(armorer),  MerlU  Hathaway,  Israel  Smith,  Henry  Frederick,  Hampton 
Pelrce,  Gardner  Chase,  BenjAnln  Donglss.    Total,  seventy ;  luolnding 


The  preceding  company  was  stationed  in  New  Bed- 
ford, ready  for  service  at  a  moment's  warning,  did 
fatigue  duty,  etc. 

Ail  the  members  of  this  company  were  of  New 


Bedford  excepting  Lieut  Gray,  who  was  from  Fair- 
haven, Charles  Wood,  who  was  from  Dartmouth,  and 
the  last  six  named  on  the  list,  who  were  from  Free- 
town. Charles  Gilbert  was  killed  by  a  stupid  sen- 
tinel stationed  at  the  gun -house  on  Spring  Street, 
near  Sixth.  He  was  going  the  rounds  in  the  night 
inspecting  the  posts,  and,  not  answering  promptly 
the  first  demand  for  the  countersign,  he  was  shot  and 
instantly  killed. 

Artillery  Company. — Return  pay-roll  of  Capt. 
Samuel  Stall's  company  of  artillery  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  Fifth  Division  of  Massachusetts  militia,  sta- 
tioned in  New  Bedford,  and  detached  by  order  of 
Lieut. -Col.  Benjamin  Lincoln : 

Qtfloert— Samuel  Stall, capt ;  Frederick  Mayhew,  1st  lieat ;  Haydon 
Ooggeshall,  2d  lleut. ;  Thomas  Karl,  George  8.  Dunham,  Thomas  Marttn, 
Jesse  Haskell,  sergts.;  David  Kempton,  Thomas  Sills,  Peleg  darka, 
Watson  Ellis, corps. ;  Oporge  Quwell,  drummer;  Bossell  Booth, fifer; 
John  Wrightlngton,  matross. 

iVieatet.— Charles  Coggeshall,  Nathan  Perry,  Lloyd  Howlaod,  John 
Heath,  Nash  De  Coet,  Martin  Hathaway,  Sylvanus  Sowla,  Ira  OMwell, 
Isaac  Kempton,  Wing  Howland,  Joslah  Smith,  Thomas  Maxfleld,  Ahr»> 
ham  Pelrce,  Warren  Maxfleld,  James  Cannon,  Henry  Ooffln,  Bryant 
Mscomber,  Henry  Place,  Jonathan  GIfford,  Avery  Parker,  Smith  Stetson, 
Griffln  Bemey,  Jr.,  John  Reynolds,  Barnabas  Smith, Siaklel  Tripp,  James 
Howland  (3d),  Allen  Shearman,  Edmund  Jackson,  Joseph  L.  Jenney, 
John  P.  West,  lllclmrd  West,  Isaac  Smith. 

New  Bedford,  August,  1814. 

War  of  the  Rebellion. — New  Bedforil  responded 
promptly  to  the  country's  call  in  1861,  and  on  the 
19th  of  April  of  that  year  five  thousand  dollars  were 
appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  the  City  Guards,  and 
ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  formation  of  a  Home  and 
Coast  Guard.  On  the  same  date  the  American  flag 
was  ordered  to  be  displayed  from  the  City  Hall  until 
otherwise  ordered. 

The  mayor,  aldermen,  clerks,  and  treasurers  during 
the  war  were  as  follows: 

In  1861,  Isaac  C.  Taber,  mayor;  Warren  Ladd, 
James  L.  Humphrey,  Nathan  Lewis,  John  P.  Barker, 
Matthew  Howland,  William  H.  B^ynard,  aldermen. 

In  1862,  Isaac  C.  Taber,  mayor;  Warren  Ladd, 
Bethuel  Penniman,  Jr.,  Nathan  Lewis,  John  P. 
Barker,  Matthew  Howland,  William  H.  Beynard, 
aldermen. 

In  1863,  George  Howland,  Jr.,  mayor;  Warreu 
Ladd,  George  G.  GifiTord,  Ambrose  Vincent,  John  P. 
Barker,  Matthew  Howland,  John  H.  Perry,  alder- 
men. 

In  1864,  George  Howland,  Jr.,  mayor;  Warren 
Ladd,  George  G.  Gifford,  Ambrose  Vincent,  John  P. 
Barker,  Matthew  Howland,  John  H.  Perry,  alder- 
men. 

In  1865,  George  Howland,  Jr.,  mayor;  Warren 
Ladd,  George  G.  Gifford,  Joseph  Enowles,  George 
F.  Kingman,  Matthew  Howland,  John  H.  Perry, 
aldermen. 

The  city  clerk  in  1861  and  1862  was  Sanford  8. 
Horton ;  in  1868, 1864,  and  1865,  Henry  T.  Leonard. 
The  city  treasurer  during  all  the  years  of  the  war  was 
James  B.  Congdon. 
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July  15th.  A  report  was  received  showing  that 
Fort  Phoenix,  in  Fairhaven,  and  Fort  Taber,  in  New 
Bedford,  mounting  eleven  guns,  had  been  manned  by 
the  Home  Guard,  and  recommending  an  additional  ap- 
propriation to  maintain  the  same;  and  on  the  29th  of 
July  five  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated. 

September  5th.  The  mayor  was  authorized  to  or- 
ganize one  or  more  companies  *'  for  the  national 
army,"  the  bounty  to  each  member  not  to  exceed  fif- 
teen dollars. 

November  20th.  Fifteen  hundred  dollars  was  ap- 
priated  for  State  aid  to  soldiers'  families. 

December  15th.  Five  thousand  dollars  was  appro- 
priated for  the  payment  of  soldiers'  bounties. 

1862,  January  8d.  A  report  was  made  that  three 
companies  of  volunteers  for  three  years'  military  ser- 
vice had  been  organized. 

January  4th.  This  being  the  close  of  the  munici- 
pal year,  a  report  and  resolution  complimentary  of 
the  outgoing  mayor,  Hon.  Isaac  C.  Taber,  were  unani- 
mously adopted. 

July  10th.  Seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
was  appropriated  to  establish  a  general  hospital  for 
sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  provided  the  general  gov- 
ernment should  "  decide  to  locate  one  in  this  city." 

Voted,  To  pay  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollars  to 
each  volunteer  who  enlists  for  three  years'  military 
service,  to  the  credit  of  the  city.  Twenty-six  thou- 
sand dollars  was  appropriated  to  pay  the  same.  The 
use  of  the  spacious  city  almshouse,  capable  of  accom- 
modating three  hundred  sick  and  wounded  soldiers, 
was  offered  to  the  general  government,  which  offer 
was  respectfully  declined. 

August  18th.  The  bounty  to  volunteers  was  in- 
creased to  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  and  twenty 
thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  to  pay  the  same. 

August  29th.  Voted,  To  pay  a  bounty  of  two  hun- 
dred dollars  to  each  volunteer  for  nine  months'  ser- 
vice. Twenty-five. thousand  dollars  was  appropriated 
to  pay  said  bounties. 

October  21  st.  A  further  appropriation  of  five  thou- 
sand dollars  was  made  for  the  Home  and  Coast  Guard, 
and  twenty  thousand  for  military  bounties,  which,  on 
the  13th  of  December,  was  increased  by  a  loan  of 
twenty-six  thousand  dollars. 

1863,  February  26th.  The  City  Council  adjourned 
**  for  the  purpose  of  paying  their  respects  to  Governor 
Andrew  and  Gen.  Wool  at  the  City  Hall." 

March  4th.  State  aid  was  directed  to  be  paid  to  the 
families  **  of  colored  citizens  who  shall  be  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States." 

April  9th.  Two  hundred  dollars  was  authorized  to 
be  expended  on  the  enlistment  of  a  company  of  heavy 
artillery,  which,  on  the  2l8t  of  May,  was  increased  to 
one  thousand  dollars. 

July  15th.  **  A  watchman  was  discharged  for  using 
seditious  language." 

July  30th.  State  aid  was  directed  to  be  paid  to  the 
families  of  drafted  men.     "  Ordered,  That  the  bell  be 


rung  and  a  salute  be  fired  on  the  day  of  the  public 
thanksgiving  on  the  6th  of  August" 

September  21st.  The  treasurer  was  directed  to  pay 
the  treasurer  of  the  commonwealth  $15,450.68,  ^  under 
the  laws  in  relation  to  tlie  reimbursement  of  bounties." 

1864,  November  17th.  Voted,  That  the  poll-taxes 
of  the  returned  soldiers  belonging  to  New  Bedford  be 
remitted. 

1865,  January  7th.  Appropriate  resolutions  were 
passed  in  regard  to  the  death  of  Hon.  Edward  Ever- 
ett, and  ex-Governor  John  H.  Clifford  was  invited  to 
deliver  a  eulogy  on  the  life  and  character  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

February  7th.  The  mayor  recommended  the  ring- 
ing of  the  bells  and  the  firing  of  one  hundred  guns 
in  honor  of  President  Lincoln  signing  the  emancipa- 
tion proclamation. 

April  10th.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  make 
arrangements  to  celebrate  the  fall  of  Richmond  and 
the  surrender  of  Gen.  Lee. 

April  15th.  A  message  was  received  from  the 
mayor  making  an  official  announcement  of  the  death 
of  President  Lincoln,  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  consider  and  report  upon  the  proper  measures  to  be 
taken  in  regard  to  it  The  committee  reported  a 
series  of  appropriate  resolutions,  which  were  adopted. 

June  22d.  Alderman  Gifford  presented  to  the  Coun- 
cil a  Confederate  flag  captured  at  Charleston,  S.  C, 
Feb.  18,  1865,  and  sent  to  him  by  Capt  James  W. 
Grace,  of  Company  C,  Fifty-fourth  Regiment  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers  (colored). 

New  Bedford  furnished  about  three  thousand  two 
hundred  men  for  the  war,  which  was  asurplus  of  eleven 
hundred  and  ten  men  over  and  above  all  demands.' 

One  hundred  and  twenty  were  officers  in  the  mili- 
tary service.  We  do  not  know  the  number  who 
served  in  the  navy.  The  whole  amount  of  money 
appropriated  and  expended  on  account  of  the  war, 
exclusive  of  State  aid,  was  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  thousand  dollars. 

The  amount  of  money  appropriated  and  expended 
by  the  city  during  the  four  years  of  the  war  for  State 
aid  to  the  families  of  volunteers,  and  which  was  after- 
wards refunded  by  the  commonwealth,  was  as  follows : 
In  1861,  $5091.52;  in  1862,  $25,257.29 ;  in  1863,  $40.- 
146.04;  in  1864,  $36,500;  in  1865,  $18,500.  ToUl 
amount  in  four  years,  $125,495.85. 

The  Ladies'  Soldiers'  Relief  Society  donated  for  tlie 
relief  of  the  soldiers  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars in  money  ;  in  cotton  cloth  and  flannel,  four  thou- 
sand dollars;  and  in  hospital  stores  to  the  value  of 
six  thousand  dollars.  The  following  are  some  of  the 
articles  contributed :  Condensed  milk, preserved  fruits, 
jellies  and  pickles,  fnrina,  maizena,  tamarinds,  lemons, 
dried  apples,  tea,  coflee,  cocua;  lllG  bottles  of  wine, 
consisting  of  sherry,  currant,  blackberry,  and  native 


1  This  l«rg«  surplus  wm  maiuljr  owing  to  th«  act  of  CoDgrwH  pMMd 
July,  1864,  allowing  credits  for  men  sarvlng  In  the  United  States  navy. 
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wines,  428  bottles  of  brandy,  1180  bottles  of  black- 
berry brandy  and  syruiHi,  845  .bottles  of  Port  wine, 
largo  contributions  for  tlio  Thanksgiving  dinner 
and  Christmas-trees  at  Portsmouth  Qrove  Hospital, 
besides  bushels  of  lint  and  bandages.  The  Society 
for  the  Comfort  and  Relief  of  our  Soldiers  in  Hospi- 
tals furnished,  among  other  things,  5904  flannel 
shirts,  8887  pairs  of  drawers,  4578  woolen  socks,  1790 
towels,  94  coats,  76  vests,  120  collars,  1000  handker- 
chiefs, 868  cravats,  814  dressing-gowns,  1886  pocket- 
handkerchiefs,  800  pants,  148  napkins,  678  pairs  slip- 
pers, 265  woolen  mittens,  542  blankets,  515  sheets, 
678  pillows,  750  quilts,  988  canes,  1280  woolen  un- 
dershirts, etc. 

The  contributions  named  above  are  certainly  re- 
markable, but  we  have  to  add  that  the  ladies  of  New 
Bedford  began  early  in  the  war.  They  held  a  meet- 
ing on  the  18th  of  April,  1861,  and  organized  for  the 
work.  Mrs.  Joseph  C.  Delano  was  chosen  president ; 
Mrs.  Lawrence  Qrinnell,  vice-president;  and  Mrs. 
William  Eddy,  secretary  and  treasurer.  In  addition 
to  the  above  contributions,  five  hundred  dollars  were 
given  by  a  lady  to  pay  soldiers'  wives  for  sewing. 
They  also  sent  contributions  to  the  St.  Louis  and 
Baltimore  Soldiers'  Fairs,  and  furnished  tables  at  the 
New  York  and  Boston  Fairs. 

List  of  Soldiers  from  New  Bedford  in  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion :  ^ 


Z.  8>  BflAfw. 
OharlM  DllM. 
JaiRM  0.  Bollen. 
John  M.  Doling. 
JoMph  P.  BowmAD. 
DttTkl  BradUy. 
B.  F.  Bardlck. 
Jaaoi  N.  OarroU. 
GollliM  ChMo. 
JftiiMt  Olnrk. 
Jamw  GoHlna. 
JamwOonolly. 
JuiDM  A.  DuTte. 
Eini  II.  D«xUr. 
Benjunln  DarlM. 
John  Sdwank. 
John  FlahftTtn. 
James  Fleet. 
John  n.  French. 
Joeliih  Fireouin. 
Oinrlee  G.  GIfford. 
Sftmnel  8.  Glffbrd. 
William  Olffurd. 
William  A.  ifaiiklna. 
John  II.  Ilamrd. 
Freilerie  A.  Hathaway. 
Sanford  Jeuney. 
William  H.  Joerph. 
William  8.  Keene. 
Alfred  C.  King, 
laalah  King. 
Beqjamin  F.  Lewla. 
John  Llneban. 
Oeorge  R.  Long. 
William  Lyng. 
Gilbert  A.  Look. 
Andrew  K.  Mack. 
Joeeph  T.  llallbrd. 


DaTid  Hammond. 
William  W.  Harpa. 
Herbert  K.  Haaklna. 
SMiioel  A.  liaakell. 
Inring  H.  Jenney. 
Daniel  D.  Leonard. 
Henry  Lindsey. 
Lawrence  Mackie. 
Joeeph  T.  Maaon. 
Kben  P.  Nye. 
Albert  F.  Peck. 
Timothy  T.  Peck. 
Joeeph  Parklnaon. 
Thomas  Parlow. 
Stephen  R.  Porter. 
William  J.  Bkhraond. 
William  H.  Salisbury. 
St^en  P.  Sawyer. 
Thomas  F.  Shaw. 
Charles  O.  Swasey. 
Robert  W.  Taber. 
James  H.  Tallman. 
George  A.  Taylor. 
John  M .  Warren. 
Steplien  R.  Tonng. 
James  Barton. 
BeUiQol  Penniman,  Jr. 
Joeeph  K.  Nye. 
Theodore  A.  Barton. 
John  n.  M .  Babcock. 
William  S.  Mawn. 
Jamea  L.  Sharp. 
Daniel  A.  BaUer. 
Oharles  H.  Tubey. 
Jamee  0.  Hitch. 
William  llamer. 
Wliilaro  Hoffman. 
Joseph  B.  Holmes. 


1  Contributed  by  Capi.  Franklyn  Howlaad. 


Abram  II.  Howland. 
George  Jenkins. 
Abram  R.  Luaoomb. 
John  Mitchell. 
Fmloriok  P.  Moslte r. 
J(»hn  Muspratt. 
George  Orne. 
Samnel  G.  Peckham. 
James  8.  Qnlck. 
Bdward  Ryan. 
Leonard  N.  Sanford. 
John  W.  SmiUi. 
James  Stiles. 
Sidney  W.  Teacbman. 
Philip  Tripp. 
William  H.  Welsh. 
Henry  W.  Briggs. 
James  L.  Wilbur. 
Charles  West. 
John  W.  Look. 
Abel  Soule,  Jr. 
Simeon  Webb. 
William  0.  Denham. 
Andrew  Porter. 
John  L.  Flynn. 
Ira  P.  Tripp. 
Martin  Atkinson. 
Alft^  Albro. 
Luther  A  twood. 
George  H.  Allen. 
David  B.  Bacon. 
Barak  K.  Matthews. 
Charles  If.  Maxfleld. 
Kdward  McOann. 
Barney  Miner. 
Caleb  P.  Mosher. 
Holder  R.  Mosher. 
John  Matteron. 
George  F.  Packard. 
Henry  K.  Paine. 
Gwrge  W.  Parker. 
Lewie  J.  Paraona. 
Charlea  C.  Pierce. 
Charlea  H.  Pierce. 
Lyman  0.  Perry. 
Henry  B.  Pratt 
Bilas  N.  Richarda. 
Robert  Salisbury. 
George  F.  Slason. 
William  Slocnm. 
John  8.  Smith. 
Samuel  B.  Smith. 
Samuel  K.  Spooner. 
Cornelius  0.  Taber. 
Daniel  0.  Taber. 
William  W.  Taylor. 
James  Q.  Tigh'e. 
William  A.  Tlllinghast. 
George  U.  W.  Tripp. 
SyWanus  Tripp. 
Thomas  Miliitehead. 
DaTid  Wilkle. 
Richard  P.  Stowell. 
William  H.  Ingraham. 
Jacob  Parkinson. 
Sidney  W.  Knowles. 
William  H.  Caswell. 
Isaac  A.  Jennings. 
Henry  H.  Potter. 
Thomas  J.  GIfford. 
Sylvester  C.  Sfxwner. 
Thomae  F.  Wood. 
George  II.  Davie. 
Charles  H.  Briggs. 
Frederic  J.  Mansfield. 
William  L  BIy. 
Joseph  U.  A.  Kelley. 


William  T.  Barker. 
Adonlram  J.  Riot. 
Charles  F.  BrajtOD. 
Lyman  O.  Tbber. 
Kdward  0.  Tallnaa. 
Clwrlss  C.  GifTord. 
Charles  O.  Allen. 
Stephen  P.  Almy. 
nisha  D.  Anthony. 
Isaac  D.  Baker. 
William  W.  BoBiMy. 
William  B.  Bosworth. 
George  P.  Brock. 
Charles  B.  Burgess. 
Beqjamin  P.  Oaasard. 
George  8.  Oasnell. 
Kdward  P.  Clark. 
Henry  W.  Clare. 
William  H.  CofBn. 
Thomas  8.  Dunham. 
George  F.  Durfee. 
Horace  M.  Kills. 
John  Flood. 
Undson  Jack. 
George  W.  JenklM. 
William  Lawrence. 
William  II.  Unch. 
John  K.  Mann, 
vniliam  M.  Mann. 
Charles  W.  Meadall. 
Joseph  P.  G.  Munroa. 
John  M.  Mosher. 
Jacob  Pelser. 
Philip  B.  PnrringtoB. 
William  F.  Reynolds. 
Samuel  Rlgby. 
William  O.  Saddler. 
Rnftas  F.  Soule. 
Samuel  H.  Spooner. 
Philip  M.Topham. 
Kdward  C.  Tripp. 
Robert  Tnekerman,  Jr. 
Samuel  J.  Watson. 
Henry  P.  Wilcox. 
William  Wllkloson. 
Oeorge  R.  Huribtrt 
WillbuB  H.  Allen. 
Jonathan  W.  Davis. 
Frederic  A.  Plummer. 
Joseph  C.  Brothsrsoa. 
Andrew  Dexisr. 
Henry  Kohn. 
James  Weston. 
Nathaniel  A.  Booth. 
James  Bums. 
Benjamin  F.  Card. 
George  W.  Davie. 
George  L.  Durfee. 
Peny  O.  Grores. 
Francis  Herley. 
Oeorge  R.  Paddock. 
Alexander  M.  Bronnell. 
Frank  H.  Kempton. 
Franklin  K.  8.  Nya. 
Thomas  L.  AUtn. 
William  N.  AngelL 
William  T.  Barker. 
Cbaries  F.  Brayton. 
Leonard  Briggs. 
Jacob  Brown. 
Amaaa  Bullard. 
Kdward  J.  ChapmaBi  • 
Isaac  8.  ChadwIrJc. 
Stephen  K.  (Xirlstlan. 
George  B.  CoggeahaU. 
BeiUamlB  B.  Oorell,  Jr. 
Cbaries  F.  ChuM. 
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Philip  M.  Orspo. 

Hugo  Haaaa. 

William  Graeley. 

FrvamMiA.TMMr. 

Fredrrtc  K.  Oiuhman. 

IraB.P.Uaaklna. 

Gardner  GroTea. 

WlUhunD.  Jamea. 

CbarlM  M.  Dadrlok. 

Sannel  Haaklna. 

Thomaa  Gunning. 

DaTM  8.  Keene. 

Luk«  DtxtM*. 

Ohariea  H.  Hathaway. 

William  a  Haokett 

Bara  K.  Bty. 

Tbomaa  D.  I>«xUr. 

Jndah  Uaoeei  Jr. 

Joaeph  Hall. 

William  H.  H.  Booth. 

lUnlMii  0.  Volgtr. 

Frederic  Heidan. 

George  A.  Hariow. 

Aahtoa  H.  Hlckau 

ObftriM  H.  VorbM. 

Gbarlea  Hlnea. 

John  a  Hart 

William  Jackaon. 

Snoch  N.  QrinD«ll. 

George  HoffoiaD. 

Samaei  A.  Handy. 

Henry  R.  Jamea. 

Gilbert  N.  Hall. 

Kbeneaer  Howland. 

John  F.  Hadiaway. 

Ohariea  Dlxoo. 

W«lUr  Haoorer. 

Frank  Howard. 

Joaeph  R.  Hathaway. 

John  Shay. 

Jobn  UargTMTM. 

Geoiga  Lea.  • 

William  Hathaway,  Jr. 

OUver  Warrlmer. 

William  Burke. 

Albion  K.  P.  nv<l«. 

LewlaHart 

Alfred  HlUer. 

Patrick  Olark. 

Richard  Hayea. 

Riehard  A.  Pelrca. 

Abner  N.  Howard. 

John  DonaTau. 

John  H.  Hodglna. 

OttoBuah. 

Nicbolai  K.  Howland. 

John  Gordon. 

(%ariea  F.  J«y. 

John  a  Booth. 

William  W.  Howa. 

Henry  Hammond. 

Benlamln  F.  Kannaa. 

Walter  T.  Wood. 

Juaepli  T.  Hafforda. 

Oeoiga  W.  Hathaway. 

RoUrt  King. 

Joaeph  Head. 

Qao.  T.  Handy. 

aauel  B.  Holmea. 

.    George  F.  Manchaatar. 

Henry  W.  Kennlan. 

JamM  S.  Hathaway. 

William  A.  Jenny. 

DaTid  MeVqr. 

Jamea  N.  Pennlman. 

Wm.  W.  Hatcb. 

Humphrey  B.  Maapn. 

Robert  Miller. 

William  Hawea. 

Alfred  G.  Hitch. 

Ohariea  U.  Oliver. 

Edward  Mitchell. 

Ohariea  Flewiy. 

Oliarlet  H.  UowUod. 

Horatio  0.  OliTar,  Jr. 

Robert  Moncrief. 

Max  Saepett 

Thoa.  HuMy. 

Horace  N.  Plummer. 

Alexander  Moor. 

Jobn  Ball. 

Wm.  M.  JackaoD. 

Samuel  J.  Rodman. 

Jamea  Nield. 

William  Porter. 

Joeeph  U.  Kelley. 

Ohariea  H.  Shaw. 

Franda  Oklla. 

JaoMa  Boyer. 

Amoe  P.  Lov^oy. 

Matthew  Shea. 

Jacob  Peacock. 

Jamea  Morrla. 

John  B.  Manchetttr. 

Kdward  P.  Soula. 

Luthur  Pettey. 

QUUrt  Bonlen. 

Fred.  Manafleld. 

Oolnrabua  Stowall. 

David  B.  Pierce. 

Joaeph  Burt  Jr. 

Obae.  H.  Nrgot. 

William  H.  Webh. 

John  Pilling. 

William  H.  Topham. 

Jobn  W.  Pierce. 

William  8.  Oobb.  . 

Daniel  a  Morey. 

Samuel  J.  Blain. 

Simeon  W.  Potter. 

Jamea  L.  Wilbur. 

Thomaa  Daley. 

William  A.  Pinder. 

Wm.  I.  Rioliardt. 

WilUam  H.  Ohaae. 

Oliarlea  Tbomaon. 

Jamea  H.  Saxon. 

Tboi.  0.  Uobblna. 

Roland  W.  Snow. 

Max  Eppendorfl. 

George  Shaw. 

Chaa.  0.  Slmmoiia. 

Thomaa  H.  Uamnond. 

John  B.  Hyde. 

BeiUamln  F.  Smith. 

Leander  H.  Swift 

WUUam  ndridge. 

Robert  A.  DllUngham. 

Edward  F.  Smith. 

Lyman  G.  Taber. 

George  W.  Perry. 

Henry  D.  Soott 

Henry  W.  Soule. 

Thoe.  D.  0.  Tripp. 

Thomaa  H.  Denham. 

Peleg  W.  BUke. 

Stephen  Townaeod. 

Wm.  H.  Waebbum. 

Ohariea  R.  Akin. 

Maaon  W.  Page. 

Jamea  A.  Tripp. 

Benjamin  8.  Wllooz. 

Ohariea  Alger,  Jr. 

Ohariea  N.  Tripp. 

Lot  Tynan. 

Thoc  T.  Wood. 

Tluimaa  W.  Leonard. 

Ohariea  H.  Morgridga. 

John  Waddlngton. 

Philip  B.  Pennington. 

John  R.  Ludlow. 

Sphralm  B.  Nye. 

Jamea  L.  Warren. 

Patrick  Oanovan. 

Jamea  Matthewa. 

Eliaba  J.  Gibba. 

Francia  P.  Waahbum. 

Cbarlei  U.  Welker. 

Andrew  J.  MoFladen. 

Patrick  Welch. 

Bei^amln  Weal. 

Chat.  A.  Ooald. 

William  Mondt 

Joeeph  W.  Olark. 

Ohariea  E.  Wheaton. 

Fred.  HoflTman. 

Henry  Murphy. 

Jamea  K«y. 

William  ».  Wilcox. 

Thoa.  Lahey. 

Jamee  Murphy. 

Lyaander  F.  Remington. 

Jamce  Aiken. 

Jobn  Barnelt. 

Jerry  Murphy. 

Timothy  W.  Terry. 

Jamea  Sewall. 

Patrick  Brandon 

Auguat  Nauman. 

Edward  T.  Wilaon. 

Jamea  L.  Wilbur. 

Leander  Lnoe. 

John  O'Oonnell. 

Jobn  Agen. 

RowUnd  R.  Hlllman. 

Leprelate  King. 

Horatio  A.  Palmer. 

Ohriatopher  a  Allen. 

Theodore  A.  Bariou. 

Frederic  8.  Qifford. 

Benjamin  T.  Peckham. 

Ohariea  A.  Olark. 

Frank  11.  Kampton. 

William  a  Brigbam. 

William  H.  Potter. 

Anaon  E.  Ferria. 

Albert  0.  Wilbur. 

Thomaa  L.  Hart 

Walter  Powera. 

Benjamin  Ormham. 

Ohariea  0.  Pierce. 

John  C.  Brown. 

Ohariea  Read. 

Albert  F.MlUken. 

Sanfbrd  Jenney,  Jr. 

Tbomaon  K.  Gnnunone. 

Fradarlc  Rioketaon. 

Jamea  WlnUra. 

WillUm  H.  Ghaee. 

Jamee  F.  Uoyle. 

Weaton  Q.  Sabine. 

Ohariea  D.  Barnard. 

Ohariea  A.  Albro. 

William  U.  Knox. 

William  Smith. 

Jacob  A.  Gilbert 

Jamea  Albro. 

Edward  Relcbroan. 

Datld  Tripp. 

Midiael  Hewitt 

Patrick  Downing. 

George  H.  Howland. 

Holder  R.  Tripp. 

Ohriatopher  B.  Tripp. 

Stephen  0.  Uifford. 

Theodore  P.  O^nell. 

Jamea  H.  Tripp. 

J«mea  A.  Wood. 

Jueeph  P.  Oilman. 

Henry  Bauinan. 

Jamea  Harvey  Trii^. 

Jamea  D.  Allen. 

WililHm  Jouee. 

Clarenou  A.  Bearae. 

Henry  Walker. 

Jamea  W.  Baldwin. 

Willlaui  11.  Joeepli. 

William  BUkr. 

Horace  W.  Webater. 

Lorenso  D.  Bronnell. 

Gilbert  A.  iMiuk. 

Oharlei  M.  Borden. 

Janice  WebaUr. 

Edwin  J.  Butler. 

Jobn  E.  Mann. 

Char  lea  Brown. 

Michael  Welk. 

Jobn  Canty. 

Ohariea  F.  Purrington 

Dedrick  Brown. 

Albinua  Williama. 

Daniel  Carney. 

Samiifl  11.  Smith. 

Frederick  W.  Bronnell. 

Edward  Charopliu. 

Thomaa  Oiirney. 

KllMha  C.  Tripp. 

George  Brown. 

George  11.  Chad  wick. 

WilUam  W.  Caraley. 

Johu  A.  P.  Allen. 

Robert  8.  OKrroll. 

Joeeph  W.  Clark. 

WilliHUi  W.  Ckenell. 

T.  Wa»hliuru  Cook. 

William  Carter. 

Samuol  Clark. 

Joseph  H.  Allen. 

Edwin  Dene. 

Lutber  Denola. 

Henry  D.  Orapo. 

Daniel  Beaee. 

WlllUni  Cook. 

George  K.  Kilenwood. 

Joeeph  C.  Dickerman. 

Joebih  Wood. 

louder  A.  Williatoc 

Gbarlee  Falei. 

Jobn  T.  Drew. 

Edmund  U.  FiUpatrick. 

William  B.  Allen. 

David  riah. 

William  H.  Dunnam. 

Timothy  Cockery. 

George  11.  Chiue. 

Ralph  P.  Garratt 

Henry  Fltciiimmona. 

George  Milla. 

JuDioa  E.  Childs. 

Tliomaa  Qaylord. 

Michael  Flynu. 

Joeeph  Smith. 

Daniel  C.  Ashley. 

Abram  F.  Green. . 

Joaiab  W.  Gardiner. 

Michael  Bird. 

George  D.  DavU. 
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Jolin  F.  Kiihl«r. 
John  II.  Lawrence. 
Wllllun  B.  Rjrder. 
Clem««nt  Allen. 
Lewln  Ileeker. 
RaTen  Bowie. 
Joeephai  Birckley. 
Sdwerd  0.  Drieooll. 
Oeorf •  F.  Glbbe. 
Cberlea  W.  Hyde. 
Richard  B.  Keating. 
Janea  Kelley. 
John  lAyton. 
9amnol  J.  RnHel. 
Philip  K.  BImmont. 
William  8.  Tvckwell. 
Henry  0.  Raaeell. 
John  W.  Babbitt. 
Peter  Forrlll. 
Beldam  in  F.  Lewla. 
Jethro  F.  Stadley. 
Gilbert  D.  Gammone. 
Jamea  AInger. 
ThomaA  T.  Allen. 
John  Barker. 
Henry  C.  Barnard. 
Reuben  G.  Barnard. 
Thomae  G.  Barnard. 
William  P.  Booth. 
William  Braley. 
Oeorice  K.  Chaee. 
Oharlee  Clement 
William  W.  Gornell. 
John  W.  Cornell. 
Alonto  n.  Cox. 
Frederic  8.  Dal  ton. 
Pardon  A.  Davli. 
Jaeon  De  Amoral. 
Charlee  Delanoe. 
Thomae  DonoTan. 
John  Dow. 
John  J.  Dnffy. 
Harmon  ICarlee. 
William  Rlclrfdffi>. 
Franklin  Kliln. 
John  Fannltif . 
Robert  Farmer. 
8llae  Flahlocke. 
Charlea  Fuller. 
Michael  Green. 
Calvin  P.  Hammond. 
Joehua  B.  W.  Hart,  Jr. 
Charlet  Harris. 
Peler  Harrington. 
Wlllbim  B.  Harper. 
Joeeph  C.  Ilaakins. 
Benjamin  P.  Ilanee. 
leaac  B.  Holme*. 
Joshua  C.  Holmes. 
George  H.  Howard. 
James  H.  Hoyt. 
diaries  G.  Jay. 
Herbert  A.  Jenny. 
Natlian  T.  Johnson. 
John  Kelley. 
John  Kelley  (2d). 
Michael  Kllilon. 
George  A.  Wilson,  Jr. 
Jams*  Wolflnden. 
Horace  L.  Wood. 
William  Wood. 
Benjamin  Tsger. 
Peter  Kettlck. 
John  Bollock. 
Heniy  Taylor. 
James  H.Wood. 
Wnilaa  Darrals. 


G<NtrgA  H.  BIsbor. 
William  H.  Welch. 
John  C  Lewis. 
William  Maxim. 
John  W.Chalkly. 
William  F.  Oliase. 
James  Comerly. 
Herbert  L.  Kills. 
Homer  B.  Bills. 
Llewellyn  Fredericks. 
Lewis  T.  Glbbs. 
liCwN  L.  Gilford. 
Iiorenio  D.  Glflbrd. 
Perry  D.  Groves. 
Ira  K.  P.  Hosklns. 
Bradford  Hathaway,  Jr. 
William  H.  Kempton. 
Henry  G.  Kenner. 
Joseph  Lewis. 
Thomas  A.  Lewis. 
William  Lane. 
Thomas  W.  Lawrence. 
John  Lowrey. 
Hiram  N.  Macomber. 
John  Martin. 
William  T.  Blartin. 
Petor  Mncdonough. 
Michael  McGrath. 
John  T.  T.  McKenxle. 
Albert  8.  Blonie,  Jr. 
William  Mufihor. 
John  D.  Peckhnm. 
Nath.  n.  Peck  ham. 
Samuel  O.  Peck  ham. 
Thomas  H.  B.  Peckham. 
Lather  Petty. 
Cliarles  E.  Phelps. 
Ell  W.  Pierce. 
Lncius  8.  Raymond. 
Wlllism  F.  Raymond. 
George  F.  Reynolds. 
John  Rickor. 
Philip  Rllpy. 
(Hiarlea  II.  Simmons. 
Tliontas8iitton. 
Frederic  T.  8poonor. 
Edward  G.Taber. 
William  H.  Thatcher. 
William  Thompeon. 
James  Tncker. 
Alexander  Tnrner. 
Andrew  II.  Yiual. 
Thomas  H.  Wallace. 
Jamee  H.  Petty. 
James  Place. 
Cliarles  F.  Potter. 
8amael  J.  Rodman. 
Obarice  H.  8hepard. 
Sydney  M.  Teachman. 
William  M.  Webb. 
Edward  T.  Ryder. 
Samuel  E.  Hart 
Isaac  H.  Coe. 
Silas  N.  Richards. 
Ritfus  D.  Hills. 
Lucius  II.  Morrell. 
Horatio  Wood. 
William  T.  8«>iile. 
Leoimld  llanol. 
Cyrus  A.  Richmond. 
Charles  G.  Baker. 
Orville  Bassett 
Edwin  Bryant. 
Henry  D.  Edwanls. 
Smith  M.  Ide. 
Barney  Mlnler. 
Joeeph  W.  Robertson. 


Frank  M.  Rogers. 
Charlee  C.  Roock. 
Alt»ert  F.  Shaw. 
Benjamin  F.  Sonle. 
Charles  C.  Swain. 
Edward  Tyrell. 
Bphralm  H.  PInney. 
John  Henncssy. 
Edward  Barrett. 
Charles  GL'  Brown. 
Andrew  Fuller. 
William  Keogh. 
August  IIS  McMana. 
John  Shannon. 
John  Sheridan. 
Alexander  Tonng. 
Charles  H.  Addison. 
William  B.  Brown. 
James  McDonnell.  . 
James  Healey. 
James  Peteraon. 
John  Spencer. 
Frank  L.  Hill. 
William  A.  WInton. 
Anthony  RatbllL 
Charles  Berger. 
Henry  Brann. 
George  Dean. 
John  Holllday. 
.Tacob  L.  Kuhn. 
David  Morris. 
William  McCaully. 
Michael  Smith. 
Richard  Ray. 
Alexander  Drown. 
John  Cassis. 
Theodore  Franchla. 
Edward  McGlnnls. 
John  Murphy. 
Jaass  Rogsrs. 
Henry  Ellis. 
Lonis  Pushee. 
Francis  P.  Kane. 
Alexis  Diibrll. 
John  liombard. 
Cliarles  Bauer. 
John  Berg. 
Charles  Cnrk. 
Jeremiah  Donney. 
John  Jones. 
John  McCarthy. 
Henry  McElroy. 
Charles  Smith. 
Thomas  Staploton. 
Bei^Mnln  Wentworth. 
William  Flynn. 
James  Burke. 
Charles  F.  Diibard. 
William  Hunkln. 
Otis  A.  King. 
William  II.  Maoomber. 
Thomas  Tracy. 
John  D.  WhlUhalt 
Frederic  CaRsle. 
William  Ford. 
Henry  Roach. 
John  Smitherman. 
John  W.  Ilenrey. 
Ellphalet  II.  Robblns. 
Cliarles  F.  I  lowland. 
John  A.  Bates. 
Gtforge  W.  Allen. 
Nathan  D.  Maxfleld. 
Georgn  K.  Weaver. 
Cliarlee  G.  Wllsim. 
Elien  C.  Adams. 
Franrla  H.  Backus. 


Andrew  P.  BIsmmrs. 
Charles  R.  Booth. 
Angustiis  D.  Brlggt. 
Henry  R.  Butts. 
James  N.  OarrolL 
William  Olymonta. 
Sylvester  Awlyn. 
Michael  Conway. 
George  H.  Ooon. 
Charles  B.  Douglais. 
Lowell  B.  Bdson.' 
Bernard  T.  Garland. 
Charles  F.  Olflbrd. 
William  8.  Hatkins. 
William  Hathaway. 
William  H.  HIeks. 
Michael  Sally. 
Joseph  M.  Sanders. 
Samnel  M.  Leonard. 
Charles  A.  Una. 
Frederick  Lyog. 
William  Lyng. 
Frands  Maxwell. 
William  McOloskey. 
Jamee  Mohan. 
Timothy  F.  Murphy. 
Joseph  E.  Oliver. 
Leander  Perry. 
Abnor  8.  Potter. 
John  H.  Richards. 
Michael  SmIUi. 
William  P.  Sonle. 
Dennis  Sullivan. 
William  H.Taber. 
Stephen  W.  Tallman. 
Daniel  D.  Tripp. 
Charles  F.  Tillinghast 
Charles  H.  Tripp. 
Joseph  H.  Tripp. 
Paul  B.  Warren. 
Henry  Watson. 
Jamss  Watson. 
William  n.  Wsavar. 
John  Wslch. 
Thomas  Wslch. 
diaries  D.  Whittemora. 
Francis  K.  Tonng. 
Edward  Johnson. 
Charlee  P.  Casmlre. 
Wlllism  8.  Maxfleld. 
Harrison  O.  Nye. 
Andrew  J.  Sherman. 
Thomas  G.  Tillinghast 
Seth  A.  Wilcox. 
Alphonso  0.  Bralsy. 
Andrew  J.  Francis. 
George  W.  Hood. 
Thomas  H.  Nolan. 
William  J.  Powell. 
Almade  R.  Smith. 
William  Almy. 
John  A.  Bates. 
Oharlee  H.  Bonney. 
Abraliam  B.  Borden. 
George  C.  Ilrlghtmaa 
Charlee  Carpentar. 
Michael  Oartsr. 
John  Ossliln. 
Isaac  H.  Oook. 
George  W.  Davis. 
Lafsyette  Dean. 
Willhun  H.  Eaton. 
Samnel  B.  Gkbrlel. 
Nathan  8.  Olbba. 
William  0.  Oldley. 
Simon  Handy. 
Gaorg*  !<•  Hathaway 
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Henry  Helnts. 

Henry  A.  Wlloox. 

Obarles  F.  Remington. 

Joahna  B.  Bownwa. 

SUpben  0.  Jontaa. 

Krastos  M«  Ooomba. 

IsaaaW.Sekelt. 

Frederick  W.MoCtoa 

Joho  Lo«. 

Frank  Andrews. 

WUliam  W.Sekell. 

Oharies  R.  Atkins. 

Stephen  H.  Leonard. 

Matthew  Dakar. 

George  W.  Thurston. 

Joseph  Jager. 

Square  H.  Luee. 

LnUier  Bhike. 

Ambroee  H.  Tripp. 

Timothy  Gorkery. 

Simeon  Meoomber. 

George  F.  Booth. 

Edmund  G.  Welch. 

Dennia  Donovan. 

Daniel  McOarter. 

John  Bryant. 

Horatio  a  Wheatoa. 

WiUlam  Bepnhi. 

Hugh  MoDoTltt. 

N.  P.  Bamham. 

• 

Fraderic  J.  Wilcox. 

Patrick  Oktfy. 

Edward  Uurphjr. 

WillUm  F.  Osaslde. 

Zeno  K.  Wood. 

James  Oondon. 

George  W.  Bray. 

William  n.  Oonklin. 

Zachariah  Booth. 

Patrick  Flyna. 

Obarleo  Gierke. 

John  B.  Croaeher. 

John  G.  Bean. 

John  Hogan. 

Henry  W.  DaTto. 

Thomaa  Ourran. 

Samuel  W.  Dow. 

Keron  McAvoy. 

William  QreDvllle. 

Frank  DaTi'. 

William  T.  Oiflbrd. 

WUIlam  Boxbarg. 

Henry  Keeter. 

Jacob  Doremoa. 

Wllhelm  Hewer. 

John  A.  Stewart 

Timothy  Kllbrath. 

Alfted  G.  Dunham. 

•    Bdward  Keflis. 

Gharies  E.  Robertton 

John  Murphy. 

Bobert  H.  Dunham. 

Daniel  F.  Lenry. 

George  A.  Alaxandar 

John  Sbeffuer. 

Andrew  Hall. 

-    Lewis  P.  Luoa. 

Cbaries  B.  Boeworth. 

John  Sweeney. 

Dudley  G.  Hathaway. 

John  Netllle. 

Peter  Harrington. 

John  Wilaon. 

John  Henry  (Sd). 

Thomas  Norton. 

John  Clark. 

Edward  A  neon. 

Henry  W.  Kenyon. 

George  Thomas. 

Tliomas  Cllflbrd. 

John  Dodge. 

Bdward  F.  Kuuwlea. 

Berand  Yau  Hamingan. 

JoslahW.OuggeehaU 

Frank  Oreeu. 

Albert  F.  Manly. 

Losoomb  Siseon. 

William  H.  Goacklto 

John  Ear  twig. 

John  MoOowen. 

Edward  Stewart. 

John  Mahall. 

John  F.  Ylnal. 

Bernard  MoKanna. 

William  G.  SoUiTan. 

NatlMu  P.  Pike. 

George  W.  Howland  (Sd). 

Samuel  Morrill. 

Luther  Nelson. 

Luke  Miller. 

William  H.  P.  Brownell. 

John  Mulligan. 

Samaon  Pew. 

Felix  Oweaa. 

Job  H.  Oiflbrd. 

Franda  H.  Noona. 

Mllee  Garter,  Jr. 

John  White. 

Henry  N.  Oobam. 

Isaac  Baida. 

William  S.  Jackson. 

Oharies  G.  Pierce. 

John  J.  Oolwell. 

Thomas  M.  Bead. 

Edward  Gallagher. 

Atien  Duprey. 

Hugh  McDonald. 

James  T.  Shepherd. 

Michael  GolTee. 

Gharies  Fleurry. 

Jamea  K.  Prltobard. 

Daniel  B.  Smith. 

John  D.  Deniaon. 

Joseph  S.  HowUnd. 

Charlea  N.  Wood. 

Franda  Spooner. 

Jeremiah  Murphy. 

Preston  0.  Smith. 

Benjamin  H.  Arnold. 

Andrew  B.  Turner. 

Thomas  Murphy. 

John  Q.  Alley. 

Patrick  GarroU. 

Henry  J.  Williams. 

Thomas  Boach. 

Edward  G.  Pew. 

Monroe  Holcorab. 

Aahlon  Hlcka. 

George  Mahan. 

John  Murray. 

William  H.  Heath. 

Joseph  Whalen. 

Charles  Marcy. 

Oomelius  Howland,  «l 

Bobert  S.  Joiner. 

Jamea  Bennett. 

William  &  Sherman. 

Samuel  P.  Hart. 

Michael  Leonard. 

Joaiah  W.  Ooggsahall. 

Eugene  SulIiTan. 

William  0.  Davia. 

William  B.  Mancheatar. 

James  SulllTan. 

James  F.  Aton. 

Anthony  Lang. 

William  F.  Peckham. 

Ghristopher  G.  GIflbrd. 

Chariee  Cook. 

Isaac  G.  Hart. 

John  A.  Keyea. 

Beqjamin  H.  Arnold. 

Frederic  Karober. 

Walter  D.  Keith. 

William  J.  Sloouou 

Henry  L.  Bosworth. 

Hei mon  0.  Schieferdeokar. 

William  D.  Adler. 

John  Smith. 

Thomas  Hugea. 

George  Yogel. 

Bilslinp  P.  Allen. 

Benjamin  F.  Soula. 

John  Hoffor. 

Henry  Urban. 

Thomaa  Wilsoa. 

Gharleo  B.  Jonea. 

John  Kelley. 

William  N.  Booth. 

John  Browa. 

Andrew  W.  BiumL 

Dennis  Lonrney. 

Lot  Tripp. 

George  F.  Lineola. 

Thomaa  D.  Orocker. 

George  P.  Maoomber. 

David  Brown. 

AlUrt  F.  BulUrd. 

Eben  P.  Nye. 

Albert  Negua. 

Alexander  Aiken. 

Benjamin  UiUmaa. 

George  S.  Palmar. 

Alexander  Negus. 

Daniel  W.  Borden. 

Henry  lllllman. 

Samuel  0.  Baymond. 

Frankly  n  Nya. 

James  R.  Brown. 

David  B.  Angell. 

Edward  R.  Blcharda. 

William  G.Tkiylor. 

John  B.  Q.  Hasklns. 

Bdward  J.  AuUiony. 

Michael  Bogara. 

John  Turner. 

Ulrnro  Y.  Howard. 

John  P.  Brenuing. 

William  H.  H.  Booth. 

William  Wise. 

Joseph  J .  Jennings. 

Sylvaaus  A.  Gifford. 

William  H.  H.  Allen. 

Jamea  May. 

George  Lucas. 

George  E.  Hawes. 

Edward  K.  Bly. 

John  McDonald. 

Michael  Megee. 

Gilbert  M.  Jenuinga. 

Joeeph  Head. 

Frank  Miller. 

Edward  Murphy. 

Silas  G.  Kenney. 

Gharleo  Q.  Macy. 

Edward  Pryor. 

John  E.  Murpliy. 

Otia  B.  Phinney. 

William  T.  Rodgera. 

Edward  T.  Ryder. 

Willhim  D.  Perry. 

Jamee  H.  Albro. 

William  Driaooll. 

Blohard  P.  Stowell. 

Henry  Place,  Jr. 

William  Bentley. 

J.  M.  Peuniman. 

Francis  L.  Gilman. 

Albert  Shnman. 

Joeeph  H.  Bly. 

Thomaa  Aah. 

Samuel  Spencer. 

Matthew  Smith. 

William  Boethoflr. 

Tifldale  Atwood. 

John  F.  Beckdon. 

James  Smith. 

George  Crabtree. 

Edward  Boyd. 

Charles  A.  Dudley. 

Jamee  Sullivan. 

Henry  K.  Wing. 

William  U.  Goblin. 

Isaiah  King. 

James  G.  Warren. 

John  A.  Wing. 

Frank  Doyer. 

William  Lera. 

Francis  A.  Wheeler. 

Ellsha  Doaue. 

Joliu  Doyer. 

Henry  Power. 

Levi  Whitcumb. 

James  F.  Chlpman. 

John  Hawkina. 

George  Young. 

Herbert  Ilnndley. 

Peter  C.  Sean. 

John  Henry. 

Thomas  Clymont*. 

Reuben  H.  Waite. 

Chariee  U.  Wnlker. 

Lawrence  Harding. 

Patrick  Burke. 

Jueeph  Ycager. 

Cliarlee  II.  Nye. 

George  W.  Jennings. 

Timothy  Ingmliam. 

Frank  A.  Beuirnher. 

Israel  Smith. 

Thomaa  Jennings. 

Sauford  Almy. 

Ezra  D.  Chase. 

Samuel  Kerchew. 

Dennis  Morlarlty. 

William  Ingraham. 

Edward  a.  Gilman. 

Goorgo  Oiirhloln. 

William  Newton. 

Cyrus  M.  Vaugn. 

Cliarloe  If.  liiiiit. 

Hoiiry  Hill. 

William  Olln. 

John  W.  Footman. 

George  SlmiNion. 

Tlioiiins  A.  (/uehman. 

Charles  U.  Phllllpe. 

James  H.  Leaverns. 

Wi Ilium  Dreiil«n. 

Octnvius  G.  Smith. 

Thomas  Pittsley. 

WlUlaui  S.  Norton. 

Albert  C.  MnKgi. 

Janice  11.  WrightingI 

Charlee  H.  Nye.    . 

Louis  N.  Phillips. 

ChHrlee  L.  Tliuiii|)<fou. 

Jacub  Almy. 
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Bobert  Black. 
Willlsm  A.  Bw—nnj, 
Wllltam  A.  B.  Witoon. 
William  8.  Beany. 
Bai^mlo  F.  OMtwall. 
William  B.  Clark. 
Jamaa  H.  Cox. 
Thomaa  B.  Cbwiof . 
Alien  B.  Dunbar. 
William  A.  Donbar. 
Isaac  Glfford. 
GaoTfe  B.  Hathaway. 
George  Head. 
Henry  B.  HInea. 
John  P.  Wood. 
Lathrop  R.  Howland. 
Oharlea  F.  Jennings. 
Bdward  Kelley. 
Patrick  Blley. 
Samuel  R.  Lneeomb. 
Jamea  McGowan. 
William  Getting. 
John  0*Nell. 
Harrinon  A.  Rogers. 
William  G.  Saddler. 
Samuel  H.  Taber. 
William  G.  Tripp. 
Chariee  P.  Wardell. 
Martin  Waters. 
James  T.  Wllllnms. 
George  B.  Ilnrbert. 
Preserred  Bnlloek. 
Thomas  B  Potter. 
Henry  J.  RnmTlIlt 
airistian  M.  Schnlts. 
George  Smith. 
George  B.  Smith. 
Xllery  Basaett. 
Timothy  Ingraham. 
William  L.  Rodman. 
Thomas  B.  Bodman. 
AlbM-t  F.  Bnllard. 
Timothy  W.  Terry. 
Charles  F.  Shaw. 
John  F.  Tlnal. 
Timothy  Ingraham,  Jr. 
George  D.  Blebee. 
William  G.  Thomas. 
Warton  A.  Wllliama. 
WillUm  H.Gray.  ' 
William  H.  Carney. 
Wesley  Furlong. 
George  H.  Lee. 
James  H.  Bnehanaa. 
George  Delavan. 
David  8.  Fletcher. 
James  H.  Gordlng. 
William  D.  Kell^. 
Alexander  H.  Johnson. 
Henry  A.  Munroe. 
John  Blnckbnm. 
Joeeph  R.  Campbell. 
Noah  Craig. 
Francis  Demong. 
James  Downing. 
I^ewis  A.  Teachwood. 
Joseph  Iiee  Ilnll. 
Charles  H.  Harrison. 
Cornelias  Henson. 
John  H.  Harrison. 
Robert  Lawrence. 
Samuel  Lay  ton. 
Joehua  B.  Bowman. 
William  G.  Davis. 
Isaac  0.  Hart. 
William  D.  Alder. 
Allen  Almy. 


Joaeph  A.  Bullard. 
Bdward  P.  Cowing. 
Walter  D.  Keith. 
Bowland  L.  Hillman. 
Freeman  C.  Luce. 
AWin  0.  Smith. 
Charles  L.  Thompson. 
Henry  K.  Wing. 
Theodore  8.  Basse. 
Obed.  N.  Briggs. 
Frederick  P.  Clark. 
Charles  A.  Davis. 
George  S.  Doten. 
William  II.  Fisher. 
William  G.  Howard. 
Peleg  Maeomber. 
Henry  F.  Sherman. 
Nnrbert  V.  Weaver. 
George  0.  CoHln,  Jr. 
David  B.  Baoon. 
John  Battles. 
James  C.  Bolles. 
William  D.  Budlong. 
John  Cambridge. 
Wright  Carpenter. 
Charies  Cavanangh. 
Phlneas  K.  Clark. 
Lewis  H.  Coble. 
Judson  W.  Daniels. 
Thomas  8.  Dean. 
Isaac  C.  Fisher. 
John  H.  French. 
Chariee  H.  Gibson. 
Joseph  L.  Glihes. 
Nathaniel  H.  Green. 
Daniel  L.  Hathaway. 
Philip  8.  Hatch. 
Alexander  H.  Hillman. 
Charles  Holland. 
Calvin  Howard. 
William  G.  Hasard. 
Albert  P.  Jenn^. 
Aira  T.  Jenney. 
Edward  F.  Jennings. 
W.  H.  H.  Jennings. 
Samuel  Johnson. 
Henry  G.  Kingman. 
Patrick  Lacy. 
Noah  J.  Lake. 
Henry  B.  Leach. 
George  P.  Maeomber. 
John  N.  Mitchell. 
Artemas  Morse. 
Patrick  Ormond. 
Isaac  8.  Peckham. 
Samuel  Pierce. 
Charles  H.  Pohla. 
Walter  A.  Potter. 
James  Bamsdell. 
Wilson  Beynolds. 
Joseph  F.  Boberts. 
Melvin  Savryer. 
Charles  H.  Sears. 
Henry  F.  Sherman. 
John  8.  Soutliwlck. 
Byron  Sfieneer. 
William  B.  SfNioner. 
Bei^amlu  Sfmigne. 
George  W.  Topham. 
Jireh  D.  Tripp. 
William  H.  Tripp. 
Chnries  F.  Tucknell. 
James  D.  Vanghn. 
Albert  C.  Vincent. 
Leander  Wnshlmm. 
Joseph  Watklns. 
Ualah  H.  Wlloux. 


Rmery  Phelps. 
Bobert  Stevens. 
Abram  P.  Torrenoa. 
Joseph  T.  Wilson. 
John  Wright 
Nathaniel  Wright. 
William  Cebolt 
Thomas  U.  W.  Dadford. 
William  B.  Mason. 
Charles  H.  Tobey. 
George  M.  Jenkins. 
James  Z.  Warren. 
Stephen  J.  Griffith. 
Allen  Almy. 
Samnel  J.  Watson. 
Bobert  8.  Carrol. 
Bdward  J.  Chapman. 
William  N.  Angel. 
Charles  H.  Negus. 
Nathaniel  Bears*. 
Stephen  C.  Christian. 
Thomas  D.  Crocker. 
Stephen  B.  Crapo. 
Frederic  B.  Cushman. 
Amos  J.  Dunham. 
Henry  M.  Durfea. 
William  F.  Oifford. 
William  H.  Giflbrd. 
Franklin  8.  Gray. 
Lorenio  Groae. 
Simeon  Handy. 
William  W.  Hatch. 
John  H.  Hasard. 
Nicholas  B.  Howland. 
Bobert  B.  Hnmy. 
Charles  W.  Kemptdn. 
Charles  F.  Knights. 
Andrew  N.  Mack. 
George  H.  Sogers. 
Patrick  Oannavan. 
Samnel  H.  Wilkinson. 
Daniel  0.  Foster. 


Alden  B.  Hathaway. 
Charles  H.OllTer. 
Horatio  0.  Oliver. 
John  H.  Ricketson. 
Joslah  F.  Bailey. 
Joseph  B.  Holmes. 
John  W.  Taber. 
Charles  B.  Akin. 
Martin  Atchison. 
John  DnfTey. 
Charles  H.  Benton. 
George  DulTey. 
Thomas  J.  Bagleton. 
John  Forqrth. 
John  Oallaghan. 
Franklin  L.  Hull. 
BeiOamin  K.  Jenney. 
William  A.  Jenny. 
John  T.  Kennedy. 
Oeotf*  F.  Manduster. 
WlllUm  H.  Maxery. 
John  Moor. 
George  T.  Pamell. 
John  Watklns. 
Nathaniel  B.  Whipple. 
Thomas  Wright. 
James  Kgerton. 
James  Holmes. 
George  8.  Howard. 
Nathan  H.  Juhneon. 
Nathan  J.  Knight. 
Titomas  Lapham. 
Jam««  M.  Lawton. 
AlUrt  H.Nye. 
James  Ryan. 
(%arles  F.  Shaw. 
Wlllhun  0.  Thomas. 
Leander  A.  Tripp. 
BoUrt  Willis. 
Isaac  J.  Watts. 
George  M.  Jenkine. 
Augustus  L.  Marshall. 


BoU  of  Honor. — ^The  following  is  a  list  of  the' 
names  of  the  volunteers  in  the  army  and  navy  who 
died  in  the  service  of  their  country  during  the  Re- 
bellion of  1861-65: 

Akin,  Charles  B.,  musician,  4th  Begt  Gav.,  Co.  B. ;  died  of  disease  Feb. 

10, 1865,  at  Fortress  Monroe. 
Akin,  J«mee  F.,  18th  Bat;  died  In  (Xissapeake  Hospital,  Hampton,  Va., 

Not.  12, 1863. 
Albro,  James  H.,  2d  Begt  Heayy  Art,  Co.  B ;  died  of  ferer  In  Newbeme, 

N.  C  Cot  8, 1864. 
Aldrich,  Albert  J.,  eorp.,  30th  Begt,  Co.  D;  died  In  camp  opposite  Vlcka- 

burg  July  19, 1862. 
Allen,  Frederick  8.,  eorp.,  SOtii  Begt,  Co.  O ;  died  Oct  2A,  1862.  of 

wonndi  received  at  Antietaa ;  graTe  at  Linden  Grove  Cemetery, 

Westport 
Andrews,  Frank,  18th  Begt,  Co.  A ;  died  at  United  States  General  Hos- 
pital at  Windmill  Point,  Ya.,  Feb.  10, 1863. 
Baker,  Charles  O.,  1st  Begt  CaT.,  Oo.K ;  died  at  homo  Sept  4, 1862, 

two  months  after  being  discharged ;  grave  in  Bural  Cemetery. 
Barry,  WillUm  (of  Bochesterr),  18th  Begt.,  Co.  C;  killed  at  Bappahan- 

nock  Station,  Not.  7, 1863. 
Bartlett,  John  R  ,  1st  Bhode  Island  Begt,  Co.  F;  died  at  Beaufort,  N.  C, 

Jnne  20, 1802. 
Bean,  John  C,  8d  Begt  CaT.,  Co.  C;  died  at  Baton  Bouge,  La.,  July  6, 

1803. 
Bearse,  Znchariali  T ,  3d  Begt.  CaT.,  Co.  I ;  died  at  home  Aug.  0, 1864 ; 

grave  in  Oak  Grove  Cemetery. 
Bentley,  William,  38th  Regt.,  Co   H. ;  died  at  New  Orleans,  La.,  Jnne 

4, 186:1. 
Blalu,  Samnel  J.,  let  lient.,  —  Regt  U.  8.  Colored  Troops;  died  at  Flor- 

en«*e,  H.  C,  aliont  Nov.  1,  1864. 
Blake,  Lnihan,  18lh  Regt., Co.  A;  killed  at  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 

Dec.  13, 186'i ;  monument  in  Wcet  Cemetery. 
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BUk«,  P«lrg  W^  Itt  lieat,  6th  Btttt. ;  killed  n«ftr  Petenburg  Jum  18. 

1864 ;  grAT*  In  W«i  OmeUry. 
Blood,  TbompMD  B.  (of  Oh«lMa?),  l8Ui  B«gt,  Oo  A;  died  in  kImI 

priflOD  St  AuderaoDTille,  Miirch  M,  1M4. 
Ely,  Joeeph  H.,  88th  Begt,  Oo.  H ;  died  at  tetttrtee  Hoe|»ltal,  Phlla- 

delpbl*,  Nov.  10, 1864,  of  wounds  reeelTed  at  Oedar  Oreolc,  Oot  19, 

1864 ;  buried  in  Oalc  Qrore  Oametery. 
Booth,  Charles  B.,  Sd  Begt.  Ort.,  Co.  A ;  died  at  Port  Hndson,  La ,  of 

wound*  Dec.  2, 1863;  grave  la  Oak  QroTs  Cemstsry. 
Booth,  George  V^  18th  Begt.,  Oo.  A;  died  at  IIall*s  Hill,  nsar  Washing- 
ton, Jan.  4, 1862. 
Booth,  John  C,  32d  Begt,  Oo.  0;  died  in  prison  at  Blohmood,  Ya.,  Deo. 

4,1863. 
Bordon,  Abraham  B.,  U.  8.  Signal  Corps;  died  on  board  gunboat  **8»- 

oheni,**  Sept.  8, 1863;  grave  in  Biiral  Oemetery. 
Borden.  Daniel  W.,  20th  Begt,  Oo.  D;  killed  Deo.  13,  1882,  at  Freder^ 

icksburg,  Ya. 
Bosworth,  Henry  L.,  Jr.,  3d  Begt  Oav.,  Oo.  0 ;  killed  near  Winchester, 

Ya ,  Sept  19, 1864 ;  graTs  in  Blverside  Oemetery,  Vairhaven. 
Boyd,  Sdward,  18th  Begt,  Oo.  A;  died  at  Anderson vllle  Not.  14, 1864. 
Briggs,  Augustus  D.,  3d  Begt  Ost.,  Oo.  A ;  died  In  Oamden  Street  Hos- 
pital, Baltimore,  Not.  14, 1804,  of  wounds  received  at  Cedar  Oreek. 
Drlggs,  Obed  N.,  corp.,  2Sd  Begt,  Oo.  D;  killed  at  Oold  Harbor  June  3, 

1864. 
Brockdon  (Beckdon  on  official  list),  John  F.,  6th  Begt  Oav.,  Oo.  D ;  disd 

on  board  transport  **  J.  K.  Barnes**  Sept  22, 1866. 
Brown.  Charies  A.,  aliaa  Obaries  Besse  (of  Truro 7X SOth  Begt.,  Oo.  A; 

died  at  Danville  prison  Dec.  7, 1864. 
Brown,  George  H.,  &2d  Begt,  Oo.  H ;  died  at  Blchmond,  Ya.,  Feb.  13, 

1864. 
Brown,  John  C,  capt,  73d  Begt  U.  S.  Oolotwl  Inf.,  Oo.  O;  died  on  bat- 

tle-fleld  at  Blakely,  Ala.,  of  wounds  received  while  assaulting  Uie 

enemy's  works,  April  10, 1866. 
Bryant,  John,  18th  Begt.,  Oo.  A ;  killed  at  batUe  of  Fredexicksbnrg  Dsc 

13, 1862. 
Bryant  William  F.  (of  Boohester?),  38th  Begt,  Oo.  H ;  died  at  Baton 

Bonge  Sept  30, 1863. 
Buchanan,  James  H.,  corp.,  64th  Begt.,  Oo.  0 ;  killed  at  Olustes,  Fla., 

Feb.  20,  1864. 
Burke,  Thomas,  3d  Begt.  Oav.,  Oo.  L;  died  at  Baton  Bouge,  La.,  July  2, 

1863. 
Campbell,  Joseph  B.,  oorp.,  64th  Begt,  Co.  C;  killed  at  Fort  Wagner 

July  18, 1863. 
Oiuty,  John  M.,  6th  Batt.;  died  July  8, 1863,  of  wounds  rscelved  st  Get^ 

tysburg ;  buried  July  20, 1863,  in  Catholic  Cemetery. 
Osrroll,  Patrick,  corp.,  3d  Begt  Oav.,  Oo.  A;  died  at  Washington  Aug. 

6, 1864 ;  grave  in  Catholic  Cemetery. 
Osveuaugh,  Charles,  23d  Begt,  Oo.  D ;  died  March  26, 1862,  of  wounds 

rec«lved  at  Newberne. 
Ghspmau,  Thomas  W.  (of  AcnshnetT),  29th  Begt,  Oo.  D;  died  In  Ken- 
tucky Sept.  22, 1862. 
Chase,  Ezra  D.,  20th  Begt.,  Oo.  G;  killed  at  Oold  Harbor,  Ya.,  June  9, 

1864. 
Chase,  William  T.,  8d  Begt.  H.  Art.,  Oo.  F;  died  at  Fort  Wagner,  D.  C, 

Dec.  1U,  1804;  grave  In  Bural  Cemetery. 
Christian,  Stephen  C,  corp.,  68th  Begt,  Oo.  S;  killed  before  Petersburg 

June  17, 1864;  buried  Nov.  27, 1864,  In  Oak  Grove  Cemetery. 
Clark,  Johniou,  asst  surg.,  99th  N.  T.  Begt;  died  Dec  9, 18(1. 
Clough,  Jsnies,  Corp.,  7th  Begt,  Co.  A;  died  In  Armory  Hospital,  Wash- 
ington, June  18, 1863,  of  wonnds  received  at  Frsdsrlcksburg  May  3, 

1803. 
Coble,  Lewis  H.,  23d  Begt ,  Oo.  D ;  died  at  Newbema,  N.  C,  April  14, 1862. 
Cobiirn,  Harry  N.,  hosp.  steward, 8d  Begt  Oav.;  died  Nov. 4, 1863, at 

Port  Hudson. 
Cole,  Chsriee  B.,  mus.,  66th  Begt.,  Co.  B ;  died  Dec.  20, 1863,  at  Folly 

Island,  8.  C. 
Conly.  Timothy,  28th  Begt.,  Co.  B;  killed  at  Antletam  Sept  17, 1862. 
Coombs,  Krastus  M.,  Corp.,  18th  Begt,  Co.  A;  died  at  Harrison's  Land- 
ing July  19, 1862. 
Corcoran  (Corkery  in  ofBclal  list),  Timothy,  sergt,  28th  Begt,  Co.  B; 

killed  iu  battle  of  Chantilly  Sept  1, 1862. 
Crane,  Charies  F.,  3d  Begt.,  Co.  B;  died  at  Newberne  Jan.  29, 1803. 
Crapo,  Henry  D.,  6th  Batt;  killed  at  Bottom  Bridge,  Ya.,  June  8, 1864. 
Orapo,  Stephen  E.,  oorp.,  68th  Begt,  Oo.  B;  killed  near  Spottsylvsnia 

Court- House  May  12, 1864 ;  grave  in  Bural  Cemetery. 
Davis,  William  F.  (quota  of  Lawronce) ;  died  at  Andersonville,  Ga.,  Oct. 

28.1864. 


Dennison,  John,  9th  Begt.,  Co.  0;  disd  at  Movnt  Pleasant,  Washlnffton, 
D.  0.,  Nov.  7, 1863. 

Devoll,  Charies  F.,  ISth  HI.  Begt;  disd  at  Nashvllla,  Tana.,  Jane  2, 
1864;  gravs  in  Bural  Oemetery. 

Dixon,  Charies,  66th  Bsft,  Oo.  D ;  died  at  Bsavlbrt,  i.  0.,  Joaa  If,  1866. 

Douglass,  Ohariss  B.,  8d  Begt  Oav.,  Oo.  A  i  wonndad  In  afltioa.  Planed 
Store,  La ,  Not.  29, 1863;  die<l  next  day. 

Downing.  Patrick,  Sd  Begt.  U.  Art,  Oo.  B ;  died  at  Newbema,  N.  0.,  June 
6,1864. 

Dunham,  Amoe  J.,  68th  Begt.,  Oo.  B;  died  at  Annapolis  Oot  28, 1864; 
grave  In  Oak  Grove  Oemetery. 

Dwyer,  Tlssothy,  S8Ui  Begt,  Ob.  H.;  killed  at  Firadsrioksbarg  Dae.  IS, 
1808. 

lagan  (Akin  In  official  list),  Alexander,  20th  Begt,  Oo.  D;  killed  at  Get- 
tysburg July  3, 1863;  grave  iu  Bural  Oeiaetery. 

Kdsou,  Lowell  M.,  Sd  Begt  Oav.,  Co.  A;  died  at  Baton  Booga  Jnly  88, 
1863;  grave  In  Oak  Grove  Cemetery. 

Elliott,  Joseph,  3d  Begt  O^t.,  Oo.  0;  killed  nsar  Alexandria,  La.,  May 
1,1864. 

Fitssimroons,  Henry  (quota  of  Mlddlsborough),  68th  Begt,  Oo.  K ;  died 
In  Baltic,  Conn.,  August,  1867,  of  wonnds  rsoslTsd  at  Petersburg, 
Ya.,  April  2, 1866 ;  grave  iu  Cathollo  Oemetary. 

Flaherty,  John,  2d  Begt  Oav.,  Oo.  B;  died  at  Fort  Bthan  Allen,  Aug.  SO, 
1863. 

Fleetwood,  Lewis  A.,  64th  Begt,  Oo.  0;  wounded  at  Fort  Wagner  July 
18,  1863;  foot  ampuUted;  died  iu  New  Bedford  after  dlsohargs; 
grave  In  Oak  Grove  Cemetery. 

Foster,  Danlsl  0.,  qjn.-sergt.,  4th  Begt  Ost.,  Oo.  B;  died  at  Deer 
Island  April  20, 1864. 

Qarlick,  Beubeu  A.  (of  Dartmouth  7),  8d  Begt.  Oav^  Oo.  H ;  kUlad  Sept 
19, 1864.  at  batUe  of  Winchester. 

Gibson,  Chariee  H.,  muslciau,  23d  Begt,  Oo.  D ;  killed  ou  board  stsamar 
**  Fawn,**  Sept  IS,  1864,  on  Boanoke  Blver. 

Giflbrd,  WiliUm  H.,  68th  Begt,  Co.  B;  died  In  Danville  prison,  Aug.  14, 
1864 ;  grave  at  Soutli  Dartmouth. 

Gllmau,  Sdward  G.,  1st  Begt  Maine  H.  Art ;  died  before  Petersburg,  Ya., 
Dec.  16, 1866. 

Gooding,  James  H.,  sergt.,  64th  Begt,  Oo.  0;  wounded  and  taken  pris- 
oner at  Olustee,  Fla.,  Feb.  20, 1864 ;  died  at  Andersonville,  July  19, 
1864. 

Gordon,  Thomss  (quoU  of  Cambridge),  28th  Begt,  Oo.  D ;  reported  miss- 
ing in  action  May  18, 1864. 

Graham,  Sdward ;  disd  at  Andersouville  Oct  6, 1864. 

Gray,  Frauklin  S.,  68th  Begt,  Co.  B;  killed  at  Cold  Harbor  June  S,  1864. 

Gray,  John  H.,  99th  New  York  Begt.,  Oo.  A ;  died  at  Torktown,  Ya., 
Oct  2, 1863. 

Hall,  Joseph  L.,  64th  Begt,  Co.  0 ;  misdng  at  the  assault  on  Fort  Wag- 
ner July  18, 1863. 

Hall,  Levi,  4th  liegt  atT.,Oo.  0;  killed  at  8t  John*s  Island  July  17, 
1804. 

Handley,  Herbert,  sergt,  20th  Begt.,Oo.  Q;  killed  by  a  horM  In  Provi- 
dence Sept  8, 1861. 

Hari,  J.  B.  W.,  Jr.,  6th  Oo.  H.  Art;  died  at  Fort  Baker,  D.  C,  Sept  4, 
1864. 

Harvey,  George  W.,  oorp.,  SSd  Begt.,  Oo.  I ;  died  at  Andersunvllle  prison, 
Ga.,  Aug.  SO,  1864. 

Hathaway,  John  F.,  6th  Batt ;  disd  July  14, 1863,  of  wouuds  rscelved  at 
Gettysburg ;  buried  in  West  Cemetery  Aug.  6, 1863. 

Hawes,  George  B.,  corp.,  38th  Begt,  Co.  H ;  died  Dec.  14, 1862,  at  Hamp- 
ton, Ya.;  grave  in  Bural  Cemetery. 

Heilman,  George,  16th  Begt., Co.  II ;  died  at  Andersouville,  Nov. 3, 1864. 

Heinta,  John  II.,  3d  Bsgt.  Oav.,  Oo.  A ;  died  at  Port  lludeou Oct  1, 1863. 

Herron,  Wlllhun  If.,  3d  New  Ilnmpshiro  Begt,  Co.  K ;  died  at  Nash- 
ville May  24, 1806. 

Hill,  Henry,  1st  sergt,  SSd  Begt.,  Co.  I ;  killed  at  Dallas,  Ga.,  May  26, 
1804. 

Ilogan,  John,  28th  Itegt.,  Oo.  D  ;  killed  at  Antletam  Sept  17, 1862. 

Holmes,  James,  58th  Begt,  Go.  H  ;  died  at  Baton  llouge  Oct.  21, 1863. 

Howard,  George  H.,  Otli  Co.  II.  Art;  died  in  hospiUl  at  New  Bedford 
Oct.  24, 1803. 

Howard,  Hiram  B.,  20th  Begt.,  Co.  D ;  killed  at  Gettysburg  July  3, 1803. 

Howlsud,  Charles  F.,  1st  sergt,  41st  Kegt,  Co.  A ;  died  at  Buton  llouge. 
La.,  Feb.  19, 1803 ;  buried  In  Oak  Grove  Cemetury. 

Howland,  George  W.,  cspt,  3d  Bogt.  Cav.,  Co.  A ;  died  at  home  June  0, 
1866;  disch.  April  U,  1805;  grave  in  Bural  CemeUry. 

llowUnd,  Lothrop  P.,  SSd  Begt,  Co.  I;  killed  at  battle  of  Wauhatchle 
Oct.  29.  1803. 


NEW  BEDFORD. 
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IlMMy,  Robert  B^  A8th  lUgt.,  Co.  E;  died  at  Nantucket  while  on  Nr- 

lonyh,  Not.  S7, 1864. 
Jackson,  William  8.,  6th  Beft  OaT.,  Co.  F;  died  at  Cifrkrrille,  Texan, 

Jaly  lA,  1865. 
Jaaney,  Sanforri,  Jr.,  nergt.,  2d  Regt  H.  Art.,  Co.  E ;  died  at  Nowbenie, 

N.  C,  May  4, 1864 ;  harled  In  Oak  GroTe  Cemetery. 
Johneon,  Edward,  nergt,  3d  Regt  OaT., Co.  0;  killed  In  action  at  Alex- 

andria,  La.,  May  1, 1864. 
Jooea,  Cliarles,  corp.,  18th  Begt.,  Co.  H  ;  died  In  New  Bedford  March 

SI,  1864. 
Joyner,  Robert  B.,  18th  Regt,  Co.  F;  taken  prieoner  at  battle  of  the 

WlldemoM,  May,  1864;  died  In  rebel  prlion  at  Mlllcn,Ga. 
KaauN^,  Benjamin  8.,  6th  Batt. ;  killed  before  Peterabarg  Jnne  18,1864; 

barled  In  West  Cemetery. 
Keen,  Datld  8.,  20th  Regt,  Co.  D;  died  at  Crab  Orchard,  Ky.,  Oct  19, 

1803 ;  grate  in  Oak  Grove  Cemetery. 
Kenpton,  Charlea  0.,  asth  Regt.,  Co.  H ;  died  at  Unlterelty  Hoepltal, 

New  Orleans,  April  26,1863. 
Kenney,  Silas  C,  corp.,  38th  Regt,  Co.  H;  killed  at  Port  Hndson  Jane 

14, 1863. 
Klllian,  Miehnel,  6th  Co.  H.  Art;  died  at  Fort  Baker,  Washington,  Aug. 

22,1864. 
King,  Leprelate,  4lh  Regt.,  Co.  K ;  died  at  BrMhear  City  Jnne  11, 1863. 
Kingman,  Henry  C.  (quota  of  Rochester),  23d  Regt,  Co.  D;  died  in 

Libby  Prison  Ang.  6, 1864,  of  wounds  recelted  at  Drury's  Bluff. 
Kabler,  John  F.,  sergt,  3d  Regt  II.  Art.,  Co.  B ;  died  at  Sanitary  Com- 
mission Hospital,  Washington,  Not.  13, 1864 ;  grate  In  Rural  Ceme- 
tery, 
liftlly,  Michael,  3d  Regt  Gat.,  Co.  A ;  died  of  wounds  at  Winchester,  Va., 

Not.  7, 1864. 
Landers,  Joseph  N.,  41st  Begt.,  Co.  A  ;  died  at  Baton  Ronge,  La.,  March 

20. 1863. 

Lawrence,  George  II.,  3d  New  Hampshire  Regt.,  Co.  B ;  killed  at  Morris 

Island  July  27, 1863. 
Lawton,  Datld,  2d  Regt  H.  Art.,  Co.  F ;  died  Not.  16, 1864,  at  Newbeme, 

N.a 

Leatens,  James  II.,  sergt.,  18tli  Regt,  Co.  A;  killed  at  Gettysburg,  Pa., 

Jnly  2, 1863.  , 

Lee,  John,  41st  Regt.,  Co.  A ;  died  at  home  June  11, 1863 ;  barled  In  Oak 

Grote  Cemetery. 
Lemunyon,  Luther  W.,26th  Regt.,  Co.  G ;  died  at  New  Orleans  Oct  26, 

1863. 
Leonard,  Stephen  If.,  3d  Regt  Cnt.,  Co.  A ;  died  Sept.  24, 1864,  at  Win- 
chester, Vs.,  of  wounds  received  September  10th. 
IjeonanI,  Tlionias  W.,  47tli  Regt,  Co.  D ;  died  at  at  Camp  Parapet,  Car- 

rollton.  La.,  Jnly  16, 1863. 
Lines,  Samuel,  24th  Regt.,  Co.  F;  killed  at  Newbeme,  N.  C,  March  14, 

1862. 
Look,  Gilbert  A.,  2d  Regt.  H.  Art,  Co.  E;  died  In  Newark,  N.  J.,  Jane 

8, 1861. 
Louden,  Edward  (qnotn  of  We«tport),  22d  Regt,  Co.  G;  died  at  Ander- 

Montllle,Ga.,  Oct.  11, 1864. 
Low,  Robert  A.,  66tli  Regt,  Co.  B ;  diod  at  Boeton  Jan.  6, 1864. 
Lacas,  Charles  A.,  sergt., 3d  Regt.  Cat.,  Co.  A ;  died  at  Port  Hudson,  I4L, 

Nov.  30, 1863;  grate  In  Oak  Grove  Cemetery. 
Lucas,  George  F.,  2Utb  Regt,  Co.  D;  killed  at  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  July  3, 

1863. 
Lace,  Lewis  P.,  3d  Regt.  Cat.,  Co.  C ;  died  at  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  Aug.  20, 

1863. 
Lace,  Nnthaniel  R.,  musician,  6lh  Co.  H.  Art ;  died  at  New  Bedford  Feb. 

20. 1864. 

McDevitt  Hugh,  3d  Regt.  Cat.,  Co.  A ;  killed  at  Winchester,  Va.,  Sept 

10, 1864. 
McOowan,  John,  2d  Regt  H.  Art,  Co.  H ;  died  at  Andersontllle  prison 

June  26, 1864. 
Mack,  Andrew  N.,  68th  Regt,  Co.  E;  killed  at  Cold  Harbor  June  8, 

1R64;  grave  In  Rural  Cemetery. 
Macy,  Charles  G.,  18th  Regt,  Co.  I ;  died  at  Andersontllle,  6a.,  Sept  1, 

1864. 
Maneheeter,  William  E.,  18th  Regt,  Co.  F;  killed  at  Bull  Run  Aug.  30, 

1862. 
Many,  Cliarles,  11th  Regt.,  Co.  K ;  killed  May  6, 1864,  In  the  battle  of 

the  Wilderness. 
Marshall,  Augustus  L.,  4th  Regt.  Oat.,  Co.  E ;  died  Aug.  21,  1864,  at 

Fortress  Monroe. 
MaHln,ThomNs  (of  California?),  1st  sergt,  2d  Regt  Cat.,  Co.  K ;  killed 

In  action  Ang.  27, 1864. 


Maxim,  Datld,  Jr.  (quota  of  Worcester),  8d  Regt.  H.  Art,  Co.  B ;  died 

In  Washington  March  18,  1866;  grate  In  Oak  Grote  Cemetery. 
Maxwell,  Luther,  8th  Maine  Regt,  Co.  B;  died  at  Point  of  Bocks,  Md., 

Oct.  11, 1864. 
Miller,  Luke,  20th  Begt,  Co.  G ;  woaoded  at  Qettysbarg;  died  at  An- 

demon tllle  Oct  1, 1864.  . 
Mllliken,  Albert  F.,  corp.,  5th  Batt ;  killed  at  Gaines*  Mills,  Va.,  Jane S7, 

1862. 
Morris,  William  H.,  64th  Begt,  Co.  K ;  missing  since  aetloB  of  Olastee^ 

Fla.,  Feb.  20. 1864. 
Mosher,  Philip  (of  Raynham  ?),  4th  Regt.  Oat.,  Oo.  B;    prisoner  at 

Gainesville,  Fla.;  died  In  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Noland,  Juseph,  26th  Regt  U.  8.  Colored  Troops,  Co.  H;  died  at  Fort 

Barrancas,  Fla.,  Juno  16, 1865. 
Norton,  William  8.,  3d  Regt  Gat.,  Co.  A ;  died  at  New'Orleans  Jan.  29, 

1864. 
Nye,  Ephnilm  B.,2d  lleut,14th  Batt;  killed  at  PeUrsbarg,  Ya., March 

26, 1866 ;  barled  at  Pocasset 
Nye,  Franklin,  3d  Regt  Gat.,  Oo.  C ;  killed  at  Port  Hudson  Not.  80, 1863. 
O'Brien,  Daniel  (of  Boston  ?),  20th  Regt,  Co.  D;  killed  at  BalPs  Bluff 

Oct  21, 1861. 
Oliver,  CliarleR  H.,  q.m.-Borgt,4th  Begt  Cat.,  Ob.  B;  died  a  prisoner  at 

Albany,  Fla.,  Jan.  6, 1866. 
Oliver,  Horatio  G.,  Jr.,  sergt,  4th  Begt  Cat.,  Co.  B;  died  In  hands  of 

enemy  at  Wilmington,  N.  C,  March  4, 1866. 
O'Malley,  Owen,  7th  Regt,  Oo.  H ;  died  at  (Aanoellonrllle,  Ya.,  May  8, 

1863. 
Ormond,  Patrick,  22d  Regt.,  Co.  D ;  snpposed  to  bate  died  at  Andenon- 

title  December,  1864. 
Ome,  George,  3d  Regt.,  Co.  F ;  died  Jan.  80, 1863.  at  Boston. 
Palmer,  George  8.,  18th  Regt, Co.  H;  died  in  Farley  HotpiUl,  Wash- 
ington, Not.  14, 1863,  of  wonnds  recelted  at  Rappahannock  Station ; 

burled  In  Oak  Grove  Cemetery. 
Pearaon,  William,  3d  Regt  Cat.,  Oo.  B ;  killed  at  Jackson,  La.,  Ang.  8, 

1863. 
Pennlman,  James  M.,  82d  Begt,  Co.  Q ;  died  at  AnDApolla  Feb.  26, 

1866. 
Perry,  Oliver  H.,  167th  Penn.  Begt ;  died  June  20, 1866. 
Place,  Henry,  Yet.  Bee.  Corps ;  died  at  Harwood  Hospital,  Washington, 

D.  C,  Jan.  18, 1864. 
Potter,  Walter  A.,  32d  Begt,  Co.  D;   killed  at  Newbeme  March  14, 

1862. 
Pugh,  Snmpson,  6th  Begt.  Cat.,  Co.  D ;  died  at  Datid*s  Ishind,  N.  T., 

Oct.  26, 1866. 
Records,  Lemuel  9.,  33d  Regt,  Co.  I ;  died  in  hospital  at  Lookout  Yalley, 

Tenn.,  April  1, 1864. 
Reed,  Isaac,  18th  Regt,  Co.  A ;  died  at  Florence,  8.  0^  September, 

1864. 
Relchmann,  Edward,  Corp.,  47th  Regt,  Gb.  D ;  died  Sept  24, 1863. 
Richmond,  Qyras  A.,  dorp.,  1st  Begt.  Oat.,  Co.  K ;  died  at  home  Not. 

1, 1862;  grate  In  Rural  Cemetery. 
Rodgers,  William  T.,  18th  Regt,  Co.  I ;  died  Sept  16, 186S,  at  Newark, 

N.J. 
Rodman,  William  L.,  Heat-col.,  88th  Begt ;  killed  at  Port  Hndson  May 

27, 1863 ;  barled  in  Oak  Grote  Cemetery. 
Byan,  James  P.,  38th  Regt.,  Co.  H ;  died  at  Unitersity  Hospital,  New 

Orleans,  June  4, 1863. 
Sargent  Joseph  A.,  sergt,  3d  Regt  Cat.,  Co.  A ;  died  at  Annapolis  March 

12, 1866. 
Scannell,  John,  Oth  Begt,  Co.  K;  died  of  wounds  Jnly  1, 1862. 
Sears,  Charles  H.,  23d  Begt.,  Co.  D;  died  at  Newberne  Jan.  1, 186S,  of 

wonnds  recelted  In  the  battle  of  Whitehall  Dee.  16, 1862;  grate  at 

Sonth  Dartmoath. 
Sekell,  Isaac  W.,  3d  Begt  Cat.,  Co.  A  ;  disd  at  Chestnat  Street  Hospital, 

Philadelphia,  Jan.  12, 1866. 
Shepherd,  Eugene  (quota  of  Chelsea) ;  died  at  Nashtille.Tenn.,  Jannary, 

1866. 
Shepherd,  James  P.,  18th  Begt.,  Co.  A ;  died  at  West  Philadelphia  July 

18. 1863,  of  wounds  recelted  at  Gettysburg;  Imrled  in  Bnral  Ceme- 
tery. 

Sherman,  William  F.,  81st  Maine  Begt,  Co.  0 ;  died  at  Mlllen,  Ga.,Oct. 

30. 1864. 

Simmons,  Charles  II.,  6th  Co.  H.  Art ;  disd  In  hospital  at  Clarke's  Point, 

New  Bedford,  Oct  10, 1863. 
Simpson.  George,  20th  Begt,  Co.  G ;  killed  at  Bali ^  Blnff  Oct  SI,  1861. 
Smith,  Jamea,  90th  Begt,  Co.  D ;  died  Dec  90, 1868. 
Smith,  Matthew,  20th  Regt.,  Co.  D ;  died  Dec  11, 18e2«  at  Fklmonth,  Ya. 


Smith,  Mlehael,  8d  B«gt.  OaT.,  Co.  A ;  died  at  Port  XMTMy  A«f.  M» 

18W. 
Smith,  OctATiuo  a,  swvL,  SSd  lUgt.,  Oo.  I ;  klllod  at  hftttl«  of  Wmh 

hatch!*,  Tenn.,  Oct.  SB,  1863. 
SoQlo,  Hanry  W.,  6th  Batt ;  killed  at  GettyohttrK  July  i,  t86t;  fim^  tm 

Oak  Grove  Cemetery. 
Spooner,  Fraoclt,  18th  Regiment,  Oo.  A ;  died  at  Andenontllla,  Oa., 

Aug.  a,  1804. 
Stowell.  Golumbui,  4tb  Reft.  Cav.,  Co.B ;  died  in  priaon  at  Oharictton, 

8.0,  Oct.  15. 1864. 
Swain,  Gharlee  B.,  let  Begt.  GaT.,  Co.  K ;  died  at  Beaafort,  &  0.,  Not.  4, 

1862. 
Sweeney,  William  A.,  corp.,  8»d  Begt.  Oo.  I ;  killed  at  battle  of  Reeaca, 

Oa^  May  15, 1804. 
Taber,  Samuel  H.,  58th  RegL,  Oo.  X ;  died  in  BanTille  Priion  Hoepital 

Aug.  31, 1864. 
Thatcher,  William  H.,  6th  Go.  H.  Art ;  died  at  Fort  DaTii,  D.  0.,  Jane 

27,1864. 
Thompaon,  Jamea,  13th  Batt. ;  drowned  at  Hampton  Roada,  Ya.,  Feb.  1, 

1863. 
Tillioghaat,  Gharlei  F.,  3d  Regt.  OaT.,  Oo.  A  ;  priaoner  at  battle  of  Oedar 

Creek ;  died  in  priaonat  Saliabary,  N.  0.,  June  9, 1864;  monument 

in  Bural  Cemetery ;  it  la  not  known  whera  hia  body  la  laid. 
Tlllingheet,  Tliomae  G.,  eergt.,  3d  Regt  OaT., Oo.  A;  died  at  Winebeatar, 

Va.,  Oct  20, 1864,  of  wounda  recelTed  at  Oedar  Greek;  monument 

In  Rural  Cemetery;  it  it  not  known  whera  hia  remaina  were  laid. 
Tirrell,  Gharlee  F.,  7th  Regt.,  Oo.  I ;  killed  at  Frederickaburg  Dec.  18, 

1862. 
Torrence,  Abraham  P.,  Corp.,  54th  Regt.,  Go.  0;  killed  at  Fort  Waguar 

July  18,  1863. 
Tripp,  Ebeoexer,  20th  Regt.  Oo.  G ;  killed  at  Ball^  BlulT  Oet  SI,  1861. 
Tripp,  Jamee  H.,47th  Regt,  Go.  D;  died  June  4, 1863,  at  Garrollton, 

La. 
Tripp,  Jireli  B.,  S3d  Regt,  Go.  D ;  died  In  Libby  Priaon,  Richmond,  Va., 

Oct  14, 1864. 
Tripp,  Leander  A.,  eergt,  38th  Regt.,  Oo.  H ;  died  June  SO,  1864,  at  Mor- 
gan an.  La. 
Tripp,  William  H.,  23d  Regt.,  Go.  O ;  killed  Ufora  PeUraburg  Aug.  10, 

1864;  grave  In  Ruml  Gemetery. 
Truckwell,  CliNriea  F.,  2Sd  Regt,  Oo.  D ;  died  at  Mewberne  May  9, 1862; 

grave  In  Weet  Cemetery. 
Turner,  Treadwell,  54th  Begt,  Oo.O;  killed  at  Fort  Wagner  July  18, 

186:1. 
Urban,  Henry,  SOth  Regt.,  Oo.  C;  died  Jan.  7, 1865. 
VIell,  George  M.  (of  Providence ?),  41at  Begt,  Oo.  A;  died  at  Baton 

Rouge  May  15,  1863. 
Wataon,  Samuel  J.,  2d  lleut.,  58th  Regt,  Go.  B;  died  at  borne  Dee.  11, 

1864,  from  want  and  expoeure  In  Danville  priaon,  Ya.;  grave  in 

Rural  Cemetery. 
Weaver,  Norbert  V.,  33d  Regt,  Go.  D ;  mortally  wounded  at  Gold  Harbor 

June  3,  1864 ;  monument  in  Rural  Gemetery. 
Welsh,  Edmund  0.,  3d  Regt  Cav.,  Go.  A ;  killed  at  battle  of  Oedar  Greek, 

Vh.,  Oct.  10, 1864. 
Welsh,  William  II.,  3d  Regt  H.  Art,  Oo.  D;  died  at  Gallop*a  laUnd, 

Boeton  llaibur,  Sept.  15, 1865 ;  grave  in  Oatholio  Gemetery. 
Whalun,  Joeepb,  L8th  Regt.,  Go.  B;  died  May  6, 1862,  at  Turktown,  Va. 
WhIteliHll,  John  D.,  2d  Regt  Oav.,  Oo.  I ;  died  at  Glouoeater  Point,  Va., 

March  31, 1863. 
Whitman,  Ouley  A.,  7Ui  R.  I.  Regt,  Oo.  I ;  died  at  Baltimore  March  30, 

1863 ;  grave  In  Weet  GemeUry.  ^ 
Wilcox,  Selh  A.,  eergt.,  3d  Regt  Oav.,  Go.  A ;  died  at  home  May  30, 1864 ; 

grave  In  Onk  Grove  Gemetery. 
Wilcox,  William  8.,  5tb  Batt;  died  Nov.  S8, 180S,  at  Falmouth,  Va. 
Williame,  Henry  J.,  18th  Regt,  Go.  A ;  died  at  Sliarpeburg,  Md.,  Oct  17, 

1802. 
Wllliamii,  William  (quota  of  Belmont),  55tb  Begt.,  Oo.  K ;  died  at  regl- 

meutHi  hoepiUl,  Folly  leUnd,  S.  0.,  Aug.  19, 1864. 
Wlllbton,  William  H.,  Slet  Begt,  Go.  0;  killed  at  Newberna,  N.  0., 

March  14, 1862. 
Wing,  John  A.,  33d  Regt,  Oo.  D ;  mieilng  in  action  May  16, 1864. 
Winn.  Hugh  (of  Fall  Rlverf).  4th  Regt  Gav.,  Go.  B;  died  at  Florence, 

8.0. 
Wood,  Horatio,  q.m.-aergt,  let  Regt  Oav.;  died  ou  board  ateamer  "Kr^ 

iceaou"  June  25. 1802. 

»   ftSth  Kegt.,  Co.  K;  died  in  Douglas  Hoepltal,  Wash- 
*-  *«n«ived  at  the  assault  upon  Peters- 


ToMc  IbrtlMHi  Ih  Mtk  Bagt,  On.  Ui  «.«^ 
180I  diadatBaaKfert,i.a,B«xt«ay. 


Ahny,  ThoMMa,  mUbh  maalM^  Mate,  tHaMer  « WMhvM^;**  kUM  at 

City  Point,  Ya.,  May  tO,  IStt. 
Andrawa,  Manuel,  died  In  Marine  Hoqiltal,  Obateaa,  Sept.  11, 1M1. 
AvUa,  niaba  N.  (quota  of  Boaton),  ateaaaar  **  Benton;**  killed  at  FMt 

Douelaon  Fab.  14, 1862 
Bly,  Horatio  T.,  ateamer  **8t  Louis  ;**  died  of  wounda  Oet.  17,  ItOi. 
Boakim,  Imannel,  lUward ;  killed  Aug.  5, 1864. 
Obmall,  John  M.,  ateamer  **  Mound  aty  ;**  died  Marsh  10, 1804. 
Oozan,  Edward  M.,  died  of  wounds  July  84, 1863. 
Dandridge,  Andrew,  cook ;  died  of  dhMaaa  March  19, 1808. 
Frauds,  Isaac,  Jr.,  acting  ensign,  schooner  **  Matthew  Yaeaar;**  died 

May  10, 1803. 
Fratea,  Autune,  klUed  June  8, 1808. 

Fuller,  Jamea,  frigate  **  Cungrees;**  drowned  In  Hampton  Roads. 
Qlfford,  CItarlea  R.,  killed  at  Bnioklyu  Navy-Tard  Juna  80, 1802. 
Qifford,  David  S.,  died  of  diaease  Feb.  14, 1808. 
Gould,  John,  eteamer  **  Herald  ;**  killed  Oct  85, 1803. 
Handy,  Joahua  J.,  steamer  **  AnguaU;**  died  1868. 
Harrington,  Jeremiah,  ateamer  **  Battler  ;**  died   of  gunshot-wounds 

March  19, 1863.  ' 
Howes,  Alphonao  S.,  gunboat  **  Sagamore  ;**  died  of  diaeaee  Sept  88, 1806, 

at  Marine  Hoepltal,  Baltimore. 
Hnllahan,  Thomns  (quota  of  Gheleea),  died  of  disease  at  New  Orteana 

July  84, 1808. 
Jenney,  Jamea  T.,  steamer  **  Twilight  ;**  died  of  diaeaee  March  80, 1803, 

at  Beaufort,  N.  C;  grave  In  Weet  Cemetery. 
Kempton,  Slhu  W.,  acting  master's  mate,  ateamer  ** Santiago  de  Cuba;** 

loet  overboard  in  CbeeapoHke  Bay  March  83, 1865. 
Louie,  Johu,  died  June  12, 1863. 
Lndus,  Juan,  died  at  Brooklyn  May  19. 1865. 
McCkrty,  John,  died  of  diaeaee  Dec.  8, 1862. 
Milan,  Michael.  frigaU**  Cungrees;'*  killed  In  Hampton  lUjada  March  17, 

1868. 
MiUiken,  Gharlee  E.,  flrst-class  boy.  killed  in  Mobile  Bay  Aug.  25, 1864. 
Mullauy,  Philip,  died  frum  casuiilty  Jhu.  86, 1864. 
Nugent,  Roliert  N.,  died  at  Charleston, 8.  C,  Dec.  6, 1863. 
0*Nell,  Oornollns,  lost  in  ateumer  "ClncinuaU"  March  27, 1803. 
Ottlwell,  Nathaniel  D,  acting  master's  mate,  steamer  "Cambridge;** 

died  off  Cape  Lookout  Sept  27, 1861 ;  buried  at  sea;  monument  in 

Rural  Gemetery. 
Pamell,  James  B..  stenmer  **  Rumeo;**  died  Aug  13, 1863,  ou  board  hoe- 

pilal-ehlp  **  Red  Rover.** 
Pelrce,  Johu  A.,  i>orialied  on  board  the  **  Gumberiand'*  in  Hampton 

Roada,  March  8. 1862;  grave  In  Rural  OeroeUry. 
Phllll|«,  Edward,  died  in  Marine  HoepiUl.  Gheleea,  Deo.  19. 1861. 
Rogers.  Reul>eu  G.,  died  of  diseaae  Sept  20, 1868. 
Scott,  John,  died  of  diaease  Nov.  20,  1861. 
Standish,  WiliUm  D.,  steamer  "  Meteor,"  died  Oct.  1, 1864. 
Taber,  Daniel  0.,  blown  up  In  the  **  Tecuwseh,'*  In  Mobile  Bay.  Aug.  5, 

1864. 
Taber,  John  0.,  flrst-class  boy  ahlp  **  Ohio  ;**  died  of  disease  May  8, 1804 ; 

grave  In  Rural  Cemetery. 
Thompson,  WlUhun,  died  May  27, 1803. 
Warren,  Alvern  b.,  steamer  "  Santiago  de  Cuba  ;**  died  of  wounda  at 

Norfolk,  Va.,  June  18, 1865. 
Weet,  William  A.,  died  April  15, 1863. 
Wordell,  Gardner  R.,  steamer  **  Southfleld  ;**  drowned  April  19, 1864. 

Soldiers*  and  Sailors*  Monument.~The  mouu- 
ineot  erected  by  the  city  of  New  Bedford  in  memory 
of  her  citizens  who  perished  in  the  Rebellion  occupies 
a  prominent  situation  upon  the  common. 

It  is  a  beautiful  and  appropriate  structure.  Of  the 
many  erections  of  this  character  that  the  gratitude  of 
the  living  has  raised  to  coinineinorate  the  patriotism 
of  the  dead,  few  can  bo  found  more  tasteful  and  ap- 
propriate in  design  or  more  perfect  in  execution. 

The  monument  was  designed  and  contracted  for  by 
George  F.  Meacham,  of  Boston. 
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The  imcripUons  upon  the  base  are  as  follows : 

EutSUt. 
■rvctod  bj  tb«  City  of  New  IMford,  m  a  tribaU  of  fimtitiKto  to  htr 
who  Ml  dcfoodlng  th«ir  Oonatry  In  its  ■trngglt  with 
81av«i7  ftod  TrMooa.** 

8omtk8U0. 
"Army.'* 

**Dfdl(»todJnl7  4,1866.** 
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BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 

JOHN  AVBRY   PARKBR. 

John  Avery  Pnrker  was  born  in  the  town  of  Plymp- 
ton,  Plymouth  Co.,  Mass.,  Sept  25, 1769,  and  died  at 
hifl  residence  in  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  Dec.  80, 1868. 
He  was  a  lineal  descendant  in  the  sixth  generation 
from  William  Parker,  who  came  from  England  and 
was  one  of  tlie  first  settlers  of  Scituate,  Mass.  In 
September,  1640,  a  grant  was  obtained  for  the  settle- 
ment of  Mattakeese,  Mass.,  and  in  October  of  that 
year  William  Parker,  in  company  with  many  others 
from  Scituate,  settled  there.  He  finally  located  at 
Falmouth,  Mm».,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
his  death.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Humphrey 
Turner,  Nov.  18, 1651,  and  left  several  sons,  of  whom 
Robert  Parker  was  one,  and  one  or  more  daughters. 

Robert  Parker  married  Patience  Cobb  in  1667,  and 
had  children,  viz.:  (1)  Thomas,  bom  Aug.  24, 1669; 
Daniel,  bom  April  18, 1670;  Joseph,  born  1671  (see 
biography  of  Ward  M.  Parker,  of  New  Bedford); 
Benjamin,  born  March  15,  1678-74;  Hannah,  born 
1676;  Elisha,  April,  1680;  and  Alice,  Sept.  15,  1681. 

Daniel  Parker,  of  Barnstable,  married  Mary  Lom- 
bard, Dec.  11,  1689.  Their  children  were  Daniel, 
Nehemiah,  Samuel,  Jonathan,  David,  Temperance, 
Rebecca,  and  Mnry.  Daniel  Parker  was  a  prominent 
man  in  Barnstable,  and  was  known  as  Judge  Parker. 
He  died  Dec.  23,  1728. 

Rev.  Jonathan  Parker,  fourth  son  of  Judge  Daniel 
Parker,  was  born  in  Barnstable  in  1706,  and  died  at 
Plympton,  April  24,  1776.  He  was  graduated  from 
Cambridge  College,  and  was  ordained  in  the  ministry 
Dec  22, 1781.  He  continued  to  preach-  with  great 
acceptance  until  his  death. 

He  was  the  second  minister  at  Plympton,  Ma^s.,  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  and  was  particu- 
larly gifted  in  prayer.  He  married  Ruth,  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  John  Avery,  of  Truro,  Mass.,  in  1732-33. 

Mrs.  Ruth  Parker  died  in  Plympton,  May  17,  1745, 
aged  thirty  years.  Of  this  union  were  boru  Ruth, 
Jonathan,  John  Avery,  Elizabeth,  and  Avery. 

Rev.  Jonathan  Pnrker  married  for  his  second  wife 
Lydia,  daughter  of  Joseph  Bnrtlett,  of  Plymouth. 
She  was  born  Dec.  30,  1722.  Their  children  were 
Daniel,  Lydia,  Joseph,  Betty,  Molly,  Thaddeus,  Jer- 


usha,  and  Harmony.    Mrs.  Lydia  Parker  died  Aug. 
31, 1796. 

Jonathan  Parker,  Jr.,  son  of  Rev.  Jonathan  and 
Ruth  Parker,  was  bora  in  Plympton,  Mass.,  Aug.  I69 
1786.  Married,  Dec.  5,  1765,  Abig^l,  daughter  of 
Dr.  PoUycarpus  and  Mary  Loring.  She  was  born 
Feb.  16, 1742-48.  Their  children  were  Oliver,  Polly- 
carpus,  John  Avery  (the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch),  Ruth,  Jonathan,  Jacob,  and  Abigail  Mr. 
Parker,  while  playing  with  his  brother  Avery,  had  a 
knife  accidentally  thrust  into  one  of  his  eyes  when 
twelve  years  of  age,  and  in  due  time  lost  the  use  of 
his  other  eye  and  was  totally  blind  for  many  years 
before  his  death. 

He  continued  a  resident  of  Plympton,  Mass.,  where 
he  died  Sept.  1,  1822.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
church  at  Plympton,  and  was  universally  respected. 
His  wife,  Abigail,  died  at  Plympton,  March  28, 1840, 
in  the  ninety-eighth  year  of  her  age.  At  the  time  of 
her  death  she  was  the  oldest  person  in  Plympton,  and 
next  to  the  oldest  that  ever  lived  tliere,  Mrs.  Abigail 
Bryant  being  older. 

John  Avery  Parkei*  (Jonathan,  Jr.*,  Jonathan^ 
Daniel',  Robert',  William^)  had  very  limited  advan- 
tages for  an  education,  but  what  he  had  he  improved, 
and  by  reading  and  reflection  was  well  informed  in 
the  current  events  of  his  day.  At  an  early  age  he 
showed  signs  of  financial  ability,  and  manifested  a 
strong  desire  to  engage  in  some  active  business,  hence 
began  merchandising.  In  1795  he  formed  a  copart- 
nership wiUi  Lemuel  Milke,  of  Westport,  Mass.,  who 
was  engaged  in  building  vessels  for  the  merchant 
service.  The  firm  was  known  as  Milke  &  Parker. 
About  1803  they  dissolved  partnership,  when  Mr. 
Parker  moved  to  New  Bedford,  and  located  on  Middle 
or  Bridge  Streets,  at  the  head  of  North  Water,  where 
he  continued  to  reside  until  he  built  his  own  resi- 
dence, which  was  in  1841  refitted  and  enlarged  for  a 
hotel,  and  has  since  been  known  as  the  Parker 
House.  In  1884  he  built  his  palatial  residence  on 
County  Street,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  While  living  in  New  Bedford  Mr.  Parker  con- 
tinued to  build  merchant  vessels  at  Hick's  Bridge, 
some  three  or  four  miles  from  Westport,  under  the 
supervision  of  his  brother-in-law,  Levi  Standish. 
Among  the  vessels  built  there  were  the  "  Phoenix," 
*•  W.  L.  Packet,"  and  "  Victory."  At  and  near  New 
Bedford  he  built  the  "  Young  Phoenix,"  for  his  son- 
in-law,  Joseph  Dunbar;  the  "Averick,"  "Parker," 
"Lalla  Rookh,"  "Alexander  Barclay,"  "Averick 
Heineken,"  and  many  others.  .These  ships  were  used 
in  the  merchant  service  until  they  were  fitted  for  the 
whaling  business.  About  1828  he  purchased  a  half 
interest,  with  Messrs.  Seth  and  Charles  Russell,  in  the 
property  now  known  as  Parker's  wharf,  and  subse- 
quently bought  their  interest.  In  1833  he  built  his 
brick  block,  now  known  as  Parker's  block.  During 
the  war  of  1812-15  he  organized  a  company  for  the 
defense  of  New  Bedford,  and  was  its  captain. 
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The  Merchants'  Bank,  now  the  Merchants'  National 
Bank,  was  established  in  1825,  and  he  was  its  first 
president,  which  position  he  held  until  his  death. 
He  owned  and  personally  superintended  a  cotton- 
mill  in  bis  native  town  (Pljmpton),  beside  having 
an  interest  in  other  cotton-mills  at  home  and  abroad. 

Mr.  Parker  was  president  and  owner  of  the  Lionet 
Iron  Mills  at  Wareham,  Mass.,  which  were  subse- 
quently known  as  the  **  Parker  Mills." 

In  politics  he  was  a  Whig,  and  as  such  represented 
his  senatorial  district  in  the  Legislature  in  1826-27, 
and  was  instrumental  in  getting  the  county  divided, 
and  having  a  court-house  and  jail  located  here.  He 
was  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  North  Congregational 
Church  of  New  Bedford. 

From  the  pen  of  another  we  quote  the  following, 
with  a  few  changes :  Mr.  Parker  accumulated  a  large 
fortune,  which  was  variously  invested,  as  there  was 
hardly  any  branch  of  commerce  or  of  manufacture  in 
which  he  was  not  interested.  As  a  shrewd  and  ener- 
getic business  man,  Mr.  Parker  had  few  equals,  and 
was  among  the  first  merchants  in  New  Bedford  to  set 
the  wise  example  of  engaging  in  other  enterprises 
than  the  principal  one  of  this  city  at  that  time.  The 
large  operations  in  which  he  engaged  required  excel- 
lent judgment  and  foresight,  and  that  he  possessed 
those  qualities  in  no  slight  degree  is  proved  by  the 
almost  uniform  success  which  attended  his  transac- 
tions. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  president  of  the 
Merchants'  Bank  in  this  city,  having  served  gratui- 
tously from  the  commencement  of  the  corporation,  a 
period  of  twenty-eight  years. 

Possessed  of  such  ample  means,  it  was  in  the  power 
of  Mr.  Parlcer  very  often  to  assist  those  who  were 
just  starting  in  business,  or  who  had  met  with  disap- 
pointment in  their  affairs.  We  believe  it  is  within 
the  personal  knowledge  of  many  that  this  assistance 
was  often  and  cheerfully  rendered,  and  that  too,  some- 
times, when  the  relief  thus  extended  was  not,  per- 
haps, strictly  within  the  limits  of  an  over-cautious 
prudence. 

Mr.  Parker  was  one  of  the  earliest  supporters  of 
common  schools,  and,  though  under  the  district  sys- 
tem he  was  heavily  taxed  for  their  support,  he 
always  met  the  obligation  thus  imposed  upon  him 
with  cheerfulness.  Mr.  Parker  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  representatives  of  our  wealth,  and  most 
intimately  connected  with  the  prosperity  of  the  city. 

Samuel  Rodman,  Isaac  and  Gideon  Howland,  Wil- 
liam Rotch,  Jr.,  George  Howland,  and  John  Avery 
Parker  will  long  be  remembered  as  men  whose  energy, 
enterprise,  and  success  rendered  them  conspicuous  in 
the  commercial  affairs  of  New  Bedford,  and  whose 
industry  and  skill  accumulated  fortunes  of  no  ordi- 
nary magnitude. 

John  Avery  Parker  married  Averick,  daughter  of 
Shadrach  and  Mary  Standish,  of  Plympton,  Feb.  28, 
1788.    She  was  born  May  2,  1772,  and  died  May  11, 


1847.  Their  children  were  (1)  Bnth,  who  married 
William  H.  Allen,  of  New  Bedford.  She  died  Feb- 
ruary, 1887,  and  left  children.  (2)  Avery,  lost  at  sea 
January,  1816,  left  no  children.  (8)  Mary,  who  mar- 
ried Francis  Howland,  of  New  Bedford.  She  died 
Aug.  18,  1866,  and  left  children.  (4)  Sarah,  who 
married  Capt.  Joseph  Dunbar.  She  died  Jan.  12, 
1847,  and  left  children.  (5)  Jonathan,  died  July  18, 
1806,  in  his  fourth  year.  (6)  Betsey,  married  Timothy 
G.  Coffin,  died  Nov.  24,  1858,  and  left  children. 
(7)  Frederick,  married  Abbie  Coggeshall.  He  was 
accidentally  poisoned,  and  died  from  its  effects  Oct. 
21,  1861,  aged  fifty-five  years.  (8)  Averick  Standish, 
married  Christian  A.  Heineken,  and  now  resides  in 
Bremen,  Germany,  and  has  children.  (9)  Jane  Stan- 
dish, married,  first,  Harrison  G.  O.  Colby  (deceased), 
by  whom  she  had  children.  She  married,  second. 
Rev.  Thomas  R.  Lambert,  and  had  one  son.  (10)  Ann 
Avery,  married,  first,  Thomas  C.  Lothrop  (deceased), 
by  whom  she  had  three  children,  two  of  whom  are 
living.  She  married,  second,  William  F.  Dow,  by 
whom  she  had  one  daughter  (deceased).  (11)  John, 
who  died  Jan.  18, 1886.  There  were  two  other  chil- 
dren who  died  young. 

Mrs.  John  Avery  Parker  was  a  direct  descendant 
from  the  historic  and  ever  to  be  remembered  Miles 
Standish,  who  was  born  in  Lancashire,  England,  in 
1584.  He  was  of  a  family  of  note,  among  which  were 
a  number  of  knights  and  bishops,  and,  it  is  said,  was 
an  heir  to  a  large  estate,  which  he  himself  says  "was 
surreptitiously  detained  from  him."  He  served  in 
the  Low  Countries  as  an  officer  in  the  armies  of  Queen 
Elizabeth  when  commanded  by  her  favorite,  the  Earl 
of  Leicester.  What  induced  him  to  connect  himself 
with  the  Pilgrims  does  not  appear.  He  took  up  his 
residence  among  them  at  Leyden,  but  never  joined 
their  church. 

He  arrived  in  the  "Mayflower,"  and  lost  his  wife 
soon  after;  he,  however,  married  again  in  1621.  He 
was  elected  the  first  military  commander  of  the 
colony.  He  went  out  as  agent  of  the  colony  (1625) 
to  England,  and  resided  in  London  at  the  very  period 
when  the  pride  of  the  Queen  of  Cities  was  laid  in  the 
dust  and  naught  was  heard  in  the  streets  but  wailing 
and  lamentation, — it  was  at  the  time  of  the  last  and 
most  deadly  plague.  Being  an  accurate  surveyor,  he 
was  generally  on  the  committees  for  laying  out  new 
towns.  He  was  always  the  military  commander,  and 
always  of  the  council  of  war,  generally  an  assistimt, 
sometimes  first  lissistant  or  Deputy  Governor  and 
treasurer. 

Standish  was  a  man  of  small  stature,  of  a  fiery  and 
quick  temper,  and  never  did  a  human  form  inclose  a 
more  intrepid  spirit.  Dangers  from  which  ail  other 
men  would  have  shrunk  were  with  him  only  an  in- 
centive to  enterprise.  Ho  asked  only  eight  men  to 
subdue  all  the  Indians  of  Massachusetts.  Alone  ho 
took  from  the  trembling  hand  of  the  profligate  and 
turbulent  Morton  his  loaded  musket,  aud  compelled 
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him  to  yield  when  he  was  surrounded  by  his  whole 
compftny,  and  had  boasted  that  he  never  would  be 
taken  alive.  He  did  not  stand  aside  to  command 
others  to  do  the  work  of  death,  but  engaged  in  deadly 
conflicts,  the  fate  of  which  rested  upon  the  powers  of 
the  contending  individuals. 

Standish  was  the  father  and  founder  of  Duxbury, 
which  he  named  from  the  seat  of  his  family  in  Lan- 
cashire, which,  as  late  as  1707,  was  the  residence  of 
Sir  Thomas  Standish. 


HON.  UBNRT  HOWLAND  CRAPO. 

Prominent  among  the  sons  of  this  old  common- 
wealth who  without  inherited  aid  have  risen  from 
the  humble  ranks  of  life  to  distinguished  positions 
stands  Henry  Howland  Grapo,  Governor  of  Michigan 
from  1865  to  1869.  He  was  born  in  Dartmouth, 
Mass.,  May  24, 1804,  and  was  the  eldest  son  of  Jesse 
and  Phcpbe  (Howland)  Grapo.  His  father  was  of 
French  descent,  and  was  very  poor,  sustaining  his 
family  by  the  cultivation  of  a  farm  which  yielded 
nothing  beyond  a  mere  livelihood.  His  early  life 
was  consequently  one  of  toil,  and  devoid  of  advan- 
tages for  intellectual  culture,  but  his  desire  for  an 
education  seemed  to  know  no  bounds.  The  incessant 
toil  for  a  mere  subsistence  upon  a  comparatively 
sterile  farm  had  no  charms  for  him,  and  longing  for 
greater  usefulness  and  better  things,  he  looked  for 
them  in  an  education.  His  struggles  to  secure  this 
end  necessitated  sacrifices  and  hardships  that  would 
have  discouraged  any  but  the  most  courageous  and 
persevering.  He  became  an  ardent  student  and 
worker  from  boyhoo<1,  though  the  means  of  carrying 
on  his  studies  was  exceedingly  limited. 

He  sorely  felt  the  need  of  a  dictionary,  and  neither 
-  having  money  wherewith  to  purchase  it  nor  being 
able  to  procure  one  in  his  neighborhood,  he  set  to 
work  to  compile  one  for  himself.  In  order  to  acquire 
a  knowledge  of  the  English  language  he  copied  into 
a  book  every  word  whose  meaning  he  did  not  com- 
prehend, and  upon  meeting  the  same  word  again  in 
the  newspapers  and  books  which  came  into  his  hands 
would  study  out  its  meaning  from  the  context,  and 
then  record  the  definition.  When  unable  otherwise 
to  obtain  the  signification  for  a  word  in  which  he  had 
become  interested,  he  would  walk  from  Dartmouth  to 
Mew  Bedford  for  that  purpose  alone,  and  after  referring 
to  the  books  at  the  library  and  satisfying  thoroughly 
*  as  to  its  definition,  would  walk  back,  a  distance  of 
about  seven  miles,  the  same  night.  This  was  no 
unusual  occurrence. 

Under  such  difliculties,  and  in  this  manner,  he  com- 
piled quite  an  extensive  dictionary  in  manuscript 
Ever  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  he  obtained  a  book 
upon  surveying,  and  applying  himself  diligently  to  its 
study,  became  familiar  with  the  theory  of  this  art, 
which  he  soon  had  an  opportunity  to  practice.  The 
services  of  a  land  surveyor  were  wanted,  and  he  was 
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called  upon,  but  had  no  compass  and  no  money  to 
purchase  one.  A  compass,  however,  he  must  and 
would  have,  and  going  to  a  blacksmith's  shop  near 
at  hand,  upon  the  forge,  with  such  tools  as  he  could 
find  there,  while  the  smith  was  at  dinner,  he  con- 
structed the  compass  and  commenced  as  a  surveyor. 
Still  continuing  his  studies,  he  fitted  himself  for  teach- 
ing, and  took  charge  of  the  village  school  at  Dart- 
mouth. When,  in  the  course  of  time,  and  under  the 
pressure  of  law,  a  High  School  was  to  be  opened,  he 
passed  a  successful  examination  for  its  principalship 
and  received  the  appointment.  To  do  this  was  no 
small  task ;  the  law  required  a  rigid  examination  in 
various  subjects,  which  necessitated  days  and  nights 
of  study. 

One  evening,  after  concluding  his  day's  labor  of 
teaching,  he  traveled  on  foot  to  New  Bedford,  some 
seven  or  eight  miles,  called  upon  the  preceptor  of  the 
Friends'  Academy,  and  passed  a  severe  examination. 
Receiving  a  certificate  thut  he  was  well  qualified,  he 
walked  back  to  his  home  the  same  night,  highly  elated 
at  being  possessed  of  the  acquirements  and  require- 
ments of  a  master  of  the  High  School.  In  1882,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-eight,  he  left  his  native  town  to 
reside  in  New  Bedford,  where  he  was  a  land  surveyor, 
and  sometimes  acted  as  an  auctioneer.  Soon  alter  his 
removal  he  was  elected  town  clerk,  treasurer,  and 
collector  of  taxes  of  New  Bedford,  which  positions 
he  held  about  fifteen  years,  and  until  the  form  of  the 
municipal  government  was  changed,  when  under  the. 
new  form  he  was  elected  treasurer  and  collector  of 
taxes,  which  he  held  for  two  yeant.  He  was  also 
police  justice  many  years.  He  was  elected  alderman, 
was  chairman  of  the  Gouncil  Gommittee  on  Education, 
and  as  such  prepared  the  report  on  which  was  based 
the  order  for  the  establishment  of  the  Free  Public 
Library  of  New  Bedford.  On  its  organization  he  was 
chosen  a  member  of  its  first  board  of  trustees.  This 
was  the  first  free  public  library  in  Massachusetts,  if 
not  in  the  world;  the  Boston  Public  Library  being, 
however,  soon  after  established.  While  a  resident  of 
this  city  he  was  much  interested  in  horticulture,  and 
to  obtain  the  land  necessary  for  carrying  out  his  ideas 
he  drained  and  reclaimed  several  acres  of  rocky  and 
swampy  land  adjoining  his  garden.  Having  properly 
prepared  the  soil,  he  started  a  nursery,  which  he  filled 
with  almost  every  description  of  fruit  and  ornamental 
trees,  shrubs,  fiowers,  etc.  He  was  very  successful  in 
their  propagation  and  growth,  and  took  much  pride 
in  the  result  of  his  experiment.  At  horticultural 
fairs  in  Boston  and  elsewhere  he  exhibited  from  his 
grounds  one  hundred  and  fifty  varieties  of  pears  of  his 
own  propagation,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  varie- 
ties of  roses. 

In  this,  as  in  everything  he  undertook,  he  always 
worked  intelligently  and  for  the  best  results,  seeking 
the  best  methods  and  looking  for  information  to  the 
highest  authorities.  The  interest  he  took  in  the  sub- 
ject brought  him  into  communication  with  the  most 
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eminent  horticulturisU  in  the  country,  and  the  deeire 
to  impart  as  well  as  to  acquire  knowledge  soon  led 
him  to  become  a  regular  contributor  to  the  New  Eng* 
land  Horticultural  Journal,  a  position  he  filled  as  long 
as  he  lived  in  Massachusetts.  After  his  removal  to 
Michigan  his  love  for  horticulture  and  agriculture 
was  still  further  stimulated.  He  had  an  especial 
fondness  for  landscape  and  ornamental  gardening, 
and  possessed  a  farm  of  eleven  hundred  acres,  most 
of  which  he  redeemed  from  swamps  by  a  system  of 
drainage  which  he  planned,  and  which  developed  into 
one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  State.  He  became  here 
a  breeder  and  importer  of  fine  breeds  of  cattle  and 
sheep,  and  was  elected  in  1863  president  of  the  Gen- 
esee County  Agricultural  Society.  During  his  last 
years  he  was  a  regular  contributor  on  agricultural 
topics  to  the  Country  QerUUman,  As  an  indication  of 
the  wide  reputation  he  enjoyed  in  horticulture,  it 
may  be  said  that  after  his  death  an  affecting  eulogy 
of  him  was  pronounced  by  the  president  of  the  Na- 
tional Horticultural  Society  at  its  meeting  in  Phila- 
delphia in  1869. 

During  his  residence  in  New  Bedford,  Mr.  Crapo 
was  also  engaged  in  the  whaling  business,  then  the 
great  specialty  of  local  enterprise.  A  fine  bark, 
biiilt  at  Dartmouth,  of  which  he  was  part  owner,  was 
named  the  ''  H.  H.  Crapo,"  in  compliment  to  him. 
He  also  took  an  active  interest  in  the  State  militia, 
and  for  several  years  held  a  commission  as  colonel  of 
one  of  the  regiments.  In  speaking  of  the  intimate 
relations  of  Mr.  Crapo  with  the  interests  of  New  Bed- 
ford, the  Standard  says, — 

'^  No  man  connected  with  our  municipal  concerns 
ever  had  to  a  greater  extent  than  Mr.  Crapo  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people.  He  was  exact  and  methodical 
in  all  matters  of  record ;  conscientious  and  labori- 
ously persistent  in  the  discharge  of  every  duty ;  clear 
in  his  methods  and  statements  in  all  that  appertained 
to  his  official  transactions.  He  left,  at  the  end  of  his 
long  period  of  service,  all  that  belonged  to  his  depart- 
ment as  a  financial  or  recording  officer  so  lucid  and 
complete  that  no  error  has  ever  been  detected  or  any 
improvement  made  upon  his  plans." 

He  was  president  of  the  Bristol  County  Mutual  In- 
surance and  secretary  of  the  Bedford  Commercial  In- 
surance Companies  of  New  Bedford,  and  while  an 
officer  of  the  municipal  government  he  compiled  and 
published,  between  the  years  of  1886  and  1845,  five 
numbers  of  the  New  Bedford  Directory,  the^rst  work 
of  the  kind  ever  issued  there.  Mr.  Crapo  removed  to 
Michigan  in  1856,  having  been  induced  to  do  so  by  in- 
vestments, made  principally  in  pine  lands,  and  took  up 
his  reaidence  in  the  city  of  Flint.  He  engaged  largely 
in  the  manufacture  of  lumber,  and  became  one  of  the 
largest  and  most  successful  business  men  of  the  State. 
He  was  mainly  instrumental  in  constructing  the  Flint 
and  Holly  Railroad,  and  was  president  of  its  corpora- 
tion until  its  consolidation  with  the  Flint  and  Pere 
Marquette  Railroad  Company.    He  showed  a  lively 


interest  in  the  municipal  affairs  of  Flint,  gave  his 
hearty  support  to  the  cause  of  popular  education, 
and  was  elected  mayor  after  residing  in  Flint  only 
five  or  six  years. 

In  the  early  part  of  his  life  Mr.  Crapo  affiliated 
with  the  Whig  party  in  politics,  but  became  an  active 
member  of  the  Republican  party  on  its  organization. 

In  1862  he  was  elected  State  senator  to  represent 
Genesee  County,  and  took  rank  with  the  leading  men 
of  the  Michigan  Senate.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Banks  and  Incorporations,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Bounties  to  Soldiers.  He  at 
once  became  conspicuous  as  a  legislator,  his  pre- 
viously acquired  experience  and  knowledge  of  State 
and  municipal  affairs  admirably  fitting  him  for  legis- 
lative duties.  In  1864  he  received  the  Republican 
nomination  for  Qovernor  of  the  State,  and  was  elected 
by  a  large  majority.  He  was  re-elected  in  1866,  holding 
the  office  two  terms,  retiring  in  January,  1869.  During 
the  four  years  of  this  office  he  served  the  State  with 
unflagging  zeal,  energy,  and  industry.  The  features 
which  especially  characterised  his  administration 
were  his  vetoing  of  railway  aid  legislation  and  his 
firm  refusal  to  pardon  convicts  imprisoned  in  the 
penitentiary  unless  given  the  clearest  proof  of  tlieir 
innocence  or  of  extreme  sentence.  Subsequent  events 
and  experience  have  proven  conclusively  that  his 
action  in  vetoing  railway  aid  bills  was  of  great  ben- 
efit to  the  State  financially,  and  his  judgment  in  the 
matter  has  been  generally  approved.  While  serving 
his  last  term  as  Governor  he  was  attacked  by  the  dis- 
ease which  terminated  his  life  within  one  year. 
During  much  of  this  time  he  was  an  intense  sufferer, 
yet  often  while  in  great  pain  gave  his  attention  to 
public  matters.  He  died  July  23,  1869.  The  Detroit 
TrUmne  closes  an  obituary  notice  with  this  tribute  to 
his  worth, — 

.  ''  In  all  the  public  positions  he  held  Qovernor  Crapo 
showed  himself  a  capable,  discreet,  vigilant,  and  in- 
dustrious officer.  He  evinced  wonderful  vigor  in 
mastering  details,  and  always  wrote  and  spoke  intel- 
ligently on  any  subject  to  which  he  gave  his  atten- 
tion. Michigan  never  before  had  a  Qovernor  who 
devoted  so  much  personal  attention  and  painstaking 
labor  to  her  public  duties  as  he  did.  His  industry 
was  literally  amazing.  He  was  not  a  man  of  brilliant 
or  showy  qualities,  but  he  possessed  sharp  and  re- 
markably well  developed  business  talents,  a  clear  and 
practical  understanding,  sound  judgment,  and  unfail- 
ing integrity.  In  all  the  walks  of  life  there  was  not 
a  purer  man  in  the  State.  So  faithful,  so  laborious, 
so  unselfish,  so  conscientious  a  man  in  official  life  is  a 
blessing  beyond  computation  in  the  healthful  influ- 
ence which  he  exerts  in  the  midst  of  the  too  preva- 
lent corruptions  that  so  lamentably  abound  in  the 
public  service.  Wo  have  often  thought  that,  in  his 
plainness,  his  honesty,  his  fidelity  to  duty,  and  in  his 
broad  and  sterling  good  sense,  Governor  Crapo  closely 
resembled  the  lamented  Lincoln.    He  was  a  man  of 
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the  people,  and  moet  worthily  represented  them.  His 
dcceane  is  ad  occasion  for  public  mourning.  The 
State  has  very  few  men  like  him,  and  can  ill  afford  to 
spare  such  an  eminently  useful  citizen.  His  death 
will  be  profoundly  deplored  throughout  our  common- 
wealth, and  a  general  sympathy  will  be  sincerely  ex- 
tended to  the  bereaved  family." 

Mr.  Grapo  was  a  member  of  the  Christian  (some- 
times called  the  Disciples')  Church,  and  took  great 
interest  in  its  welfare  and  prosperity.  He  married 
June  9,  1825,  Mary  Ann  Slocum,  of  Dartmouth. 
This  was  soon  afler  he  had  attained  his  majority,  and 
before  his  struggles  for  fortune  had  been  rewarded  by 
any  great  measure  of  success.  His  wife  was  a  woman 
of  great  strength  of  character,  and  possessed  courage, 
hopefulness,  and  devotion,  qualities  which  sustained 
and  encouraged  her  husband  in  the  various  pursuits 
of  his  early  manhood.  For  several  years  after  his 
marriage  ho  was  engaged  in  teaching,  his  wife  living 
with  her  parents  at  the  time,  at  whose  house  their 
two  older  children  were  born.  While  thus  situated  he 
was  accustomed  to  walk  home  on  Saturdays  to  see 
his  family,  returning  on  Sunday  in  order  to  be  ready 
for  school  Monday  morning.  As  the  walk  for  a  great 
part  of  the  time  was  twenty  miles  each  way,  it  is  evi- 
dent that  at  this  period  of  his  life  no  common  obsta- 
cles deterred  him  from  the  performance  of  what  he 
regarded  as  a  duty.  His  wife  was  none  the  less  con- 
scientious in  her  sphere,  and  with  added  responsibili- 
ties and  increasing  requirements,  she  labored  faith- 
fully in  the  performance  of  all  her  duties.  They  had 
ten  children,  one  son  and  nine  daughters. 


CAPT.  CHARLES   L.  WOOD. 

Capt  Charles  L.  Wood,  of  New  Bedford,  was  born 
in  Dartmouth,  March  17,  1818.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  that  town  and  at  the  academy 
in  Sandwich.  At  an  early  age  he  went  to  sea,  making 
his  fitHt  voyage  to  New  Orleans  in  a  merchant-ship 
commanded  by  Capt  James  Ryder..  Ho  then  went 
as  boat-stecrer  in  the  whale-ship  *'  Braganza,''  of  which 
his  father,  Capt.  Daniel  Wood,  was  master.  His  next 
voyage  he  took  as  mate  with  his  brother,  Capt.  James 
B.  Wood,  master,  in  a  whale-ship  sailing  from  St. 
John,  New  Brunswick.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four  he 
took  command  of  ship  *'  Elizabeth,"  of  Dartmouth,  a 
whaler,  the  youngest  member  of  the  crew,  and  upon 
his  return  in  1842  abandoned  the  sea,  formed  a  part- 
nership with  his  brother,  under  the  style  of  J.  B.  Wood 
A  Co.,  and  became  largely  interested  as  an  owner  and 
agent  of  whale-shijis.  For  more  than  thirty  years 
they  continued  in  active  business,  and  no  firm  ever 
stood  higher  in  the  confidence  of  the  business  com- 
munity, or  gave  more  unvarying  and  entire  satisfac- 
tion to  their  co-owners,  and  few  were  more  uniformly 
successful.    He  died  in  New  Bedford,  July  18,  1881. 

For  many  years  Capt  Wood  was  a  director  in  the 
insurance  offices  of  the  city,  in  the  Bank  of  Com- 


merce, and  in  the  Wamsutta  Mills,  one  of  the  Board 
of  Investment  of  the  New  Bedford  Institution  for  Sav- 
ings, and  for  three  terms  was  a  director  on  the  part  of 
the  State  of  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad.  In  all 
these  positions  he  rendered  efficient  and  valnable 
service. 

He  was  possessed  of  practical  good  sense,  of  cool, 
deliberate,  and  rarely  erring  judgment,  and  while 
cautious  and  prudent,  was  tenacious  of  a  purpose 
thoughtfully  formed.  He  was  a  wise  and  safe  coun- 
selor, and  many  men  greatly  his  seniors  were  glad 
to  avail  themselves  of  his  judicious  advice.  That  he 
filled  no  political  positions  was  not  due  to  any  lack 
of  the  public's  appreciation  of  his  worth  or  of  desire 
to  honor  him,  but  to  his  own  modest  estimate  of  his 
abilities  and  his  utter  aversion  to  anything  like  dis- 
play. No  man  was  more  respected  and  beloved,  for 
he  was  one  of  nature's  noblemen, — a  man  of  large  and 
tender  heart,  quick  to  sympathize,  and  as  quick  to  aid. 
Frank,  sincere,  and  true,  he  had  troops  of  attached 
friends,  and  not  a  single  enemy. 


THOMAS  MANDBLL.1 


Mr.  Thomas  Mandell  di.ed  at  his  residence  in  this 
city,  at  three  o'clock  yesterday  morning,  after  a  com- 
paratively brief  illness.  He  was  born  in  Fairhaven, 
then  a  part  of  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  Aug.  9, 
1792;  was  for  a  time  a  clerk  in  a  store  at  the -Head  of 
the  River,  and  before  reaching  his  miyority  com- 
menced business  here  as  partner  with  the  late  Caleb 
Congdon.  Soon  after  he  took  the  entire  management 
of  a  mechanics'  store,  developing  there  the  business 
traits  which  attracted  the  notice  of  the  firm  of  Isaac 
Howland,  Jr.,  &  Co.,  and  induced  them  to  ofier  him 
an  interest  in  their  house.  He  became  a  member  of 
that  firm  in  1819,  and  it  is  exact  justice  to  say  that  to 
him  more  than  to  any  other  partner  is  due  the  high 
credit  which  the  house  for  half  a  century  maintained, 
and  the  colossal  fortunes  it  built  up.  The  late  Edward 
Mott  Robinson  entered  the  firm  about  1838,  which 
soon  after  consisted  of  that  gentleman,  Mr.  Mandell, 
and  the  late  Sylvia  Ann  Howland.  The  new  partner 
brought  to  the  firm  an  eagerness  and  boldness  in  en- 
terprise which  greatly  extended  its  operations,  but 
which  never  disregarded  the  sound  judgment  of  Mr. 
Mandell ;  and  the  two,  although  widely  differing  in 
almost  everything  else,  perfectly  agreed  in  their  no- 
tions of  mercantile  integrity,  and  each  entertained 
the  highest  regard  for  the  honor  of  the  other.  Besides 
his  responsibility  as  a  partner,  Mr.  Mandell,  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  had  the  entire  care  and 
management  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Sylvia  Ann 
Howland,  and  her  appointment  of  him  as  sole  exec- 
utor of  her  will  was  a  just  recognition  of  his  integrity, 
while  her  bequest  to  him  of  two  hundred  thousand 


1  From  the  Hn§  Btiford  DaUg  M§rmr$  of  Mondigr,  r«b.  14,  tt70. 
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dollars  wu  notlting  more  limn  a  fair  remuneretiun 
for  ths  Taluable  service  he  liad  rendered. 

Hr,  Mandell  was  many  yenn  ago  oae  of  the  aelect- 
mfln  of  N«W  Bedford,  and  was  the  first  to  com- 
nience  the  keeping  of  the  records  by  the  board,  but 
with  thij  u«eplion  he  held  no  public  office.'  Ho 
aought  no  such  honors;  but  lie  was  never  without 
prooft  of  the  confidence  reposed  in  his  probity  aud 
diacretioD,  u  the  leaponsible  positions  he  held  in 
varioua  corporations  sliowed.  He  was  not  a  great 
man ;  but  he  was  better  tlian  that,— n  good  man.  A 
merchantof  Ihe  oid  school,  he  knew  no  road  to  guccess 
but  that  of^upright  and  honoruble  dealing.  Modeet 
■nd  unobtnuive,  no  man  waa  ever  more  tenacious  of 
an  opinion  when  satisfied  of  ita  correctness.  His  name 
here  waa  the  synonym  of  rectitude. 

He  waa  a  benevolent  man.  He  waa  the  almoner  of 
hia  own  bounty,  a  bounty  which  did  not  break  out  at 
long  interrals  in  noisy  and  startling  displays  of  be- 
neficence, but  flowed  quietly,  steadily,  refroahingly. 
We  need  not  speak  of  the  objects  of  his  charity,  or 
the  extent  of  bis  henefactione.  He  never  spoke  of 
them,  and  ahrunk  from  any  mention  of  them  by 
others.  He  may  be  foi;gotten  as  the  honorable  and 
■ucceisful  merchant,  but  his  memory  will  live  in  the 
hearts  of  those  who  have  been  sustained  and  cheered 
by  his  unoetentatioua  and  gentle  charities. 


"  raw  in  U>*  wordi  wbloh  la  Ihs  muii'i  (usll 
Id!  □■  of  Uin,  than  imbla-hHrlHl  msii,— 
TIh  blrlb,  lilt  dwlh.Df  llh  ifai  imanl  plao 
AUaflnnnllManilalhgHthti  and  jet 
ThtH  l>  dIoh  nliialail  wllli  Ihsdatpngtat 
Tka(  fruni  our  darVaiMd,  attlnii  world  liaa  ft 
Tka  IlKbl  Ibat  uanr  daoltd  or  ralilad. 


Bm  liunbBi  la  Ihem  ' 
Ul^-a  paihwajr  luanj 


ilni-i  clnaa. 


At  a  meeting  of  tlie  trustees  of  New  Bedford  Insti- 
tation  for  Savings,  April  8,  1870,  William  H.  Taylor, 
on  behalf  of  a  committee  appointed  at  our  last  meet- 
ing to  present  resolutions  expressive  of  tlie  sense  of 
the  loaa  sustained  by  this  institution  in  the  removal 
of  ita  late  president,  Thomas  Mandell,  now  prraented 
the  following,  which  were  rea<i,  and,  on  motion  of 
Gharltt  R.  Tucker,  were  adopted,  and  the  secretary 
was  directed  to  place  the  same  on  our  records  aud  also 
to  present  a  copy  thereof  to  the  family  of  the  de- 


■  Mr.  Hudall  "••  a  ttw  jt*n  tu  publlo  Ufa  m  a  ra| 
ONI*ralO>flrtlh>Di1h(lo«norHawII<>i]ror.l.  Uacib 

■  VroB  tha  HiH  Bnt^iirJ  Ub-wv,  Saturdajr,  Tab.  II 
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-  Wiiuut,  Ii>  llx  pniild.ncaat  Ooil,  dealh  bH  ifaln  iUIIkI  ih,  c*- 

moTlDK  Dor  MIMDaU  aiaiKlal*  TliuBwa  Uaudall  trsK  uur  mUM,  >ba 

tOrlunjytum  iruuillnlJalrfigHl  In  Iba  Banaplnaul  ur  lilt  alUn  lit 

Ibli  IniUlntion.  luit  ascaplablj  flllxl  llii  oOu  ur  pmlJtDi  Ibr  111*  lul 

Mend,  a  rultbrul  ulBisr,  ■  nirrul  uJlluii.  a  C)i[tiUaii  marcliaul  and  «ni- 

arjr  ami  laad  numf  to  '  iIh  uii  and  call  lilm  bltaad.'    Idculltlid  wllb 
uiir  IniUInUuD  alBHat  truiB  lu  srliilD,  ba  baa  Dual foaird  in  uuIlrliiKila- 


lll  la  Iba  1 


'"■r'lir, 


U..a.ly  e-a- 


.mll>  of 


Itlaod  a  (spr  tbtnat.  diilj  atmtid  b^  fal 

The  Memory  op  Thomas  Mandell.— At  the 
regular  meeting  of  tlie  directors  of  the  Mechanics' 
National  Bank,  held  at  its  banking-rooms,  on  Wed- 
nesday morning.  Fphruary  IGth,  the  death  of  their 
president,  Thomas  Mandell,  was  a ppropr lately  re- 
ferred to  by  Jireh  Swift,  Jr.,  wlio  presented  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

"BHolHd.  Tbal  in  Iba  daalb  of  our  bab>T«l  aii-I  lioiiorHl  i-Fariilaiil 


William  W.  Crapo,  in  seconding  the  resolutions, 
said,  "It  is  not  necessary  on  this  occasion,  with  us 
who  have  known  Mr.  Mandell  intimately  fur  years, 
and  whose  daily  duties  have  brought  us  in  close  )>cr- 
Bonal  contact  with  him,  to  give  u  sketch  of  hiH  life. 
The  simple  reading  of  the  resolutions  expresses  the 
tribute  of  admiration  and  love  which  tve  pay  to  our 
departed  associate  and  friend. 

"  But  he  was  possessed  of  peraonni  Iraiu  of  char- 
acter which  it  may  bo  proper  for  us,  who  have  been 
on  terms  of  such  familiar  inlercuurne  with  him,  to  al- 
lude to  and  remember,  it  is  to  his  sound,  diacriroi- 
nsting  judgment,  his  fearless  and  impartial  discharge 
of  official  duty,  acting  as  president  or  director  during 
its  history  of  nearly  forty  years,  that  this  institution 
owes  much  of  its  prosperity  and  success. 

"  He  was  a  man  of  spotleas  integrity,  of  quick  ap- 
prehension, of  accuracy,  method,  and  faithfulness  in 
business,  and  these  qualities  made  him  an  acknowl- 
edged leader  in  the  mercantile  community, 

"He  was  gentle  in  manners,  true  in  principle,  earn- 
est in  his  couvictious,  stcadfaBt  in  his  opinions,  ohar- 
itnhle,  benevolent,  and  kindly  without  ostunliitiun. 
He  was  beloved  by  his  felluw-citlKens,  for  he  took  an 
active  interest  in  whatever  concerned  ttie  welfare  of 
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the  commanity,  always  doing  Iiis  part  cheerfully  and 
generoasly.  His  sympathies  were  genuine.  His  love 
for  his  neighbor  joined  so  closely  with  sincerity  and 
earnestness  in  the  performance  of  duty  that  during 
his  long  life  he  was  constantly  doing  good  and  making 
others  happy. 

"The  death  of  such  a  man  is  a  public  calamity,  and 
to  as,  who  have  known  him  so  intimately,  it  is  a  per- 
sonal affliction." 

The  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  votes  passed  in- 
Btnicting  the  secretary  of  the  board  to  forward  a  copy 
to  the  family  of  the  deceased,  and  directing  the  whole 
proceedings  to  be  placed  upon  the  records  of  the  board. 


DAVID   R.  ORBBNB. 

David  B.  Greene  was  born  in  New  Bedford  in 
March,  1794,  and  lived  there  continuously  to  the 
time  of  his  death  in  1879.  His  father  was  Robert 
Greene,  a  native  of  Liverpool,  England,  and  his 
mother  was  Deborah  Russell,  a  native  of  New  Bed- 
ford. His  father,  who  was  a  master-mariner,  died 
while  on  a  foreign  voyage,  when  his  son  was  about 
three  years  old,  leaving  his  widow  in  straitened 
circumstances.  After  receiving  a  limited  common 
school  education  young  Greene  began  to  go  to  sea, 
and  after  a  number  of  coasting  voyages  became  su- 
percargo, an  officer  indispensable  to  the  trading  voy- 
ages of  the  period.  Having  formed  a  distaste  for 
the  sea,  he  left  it  and  went  into  the  grocery  business, 
at  first  as  clerk,  but  was  admitted  a  partner  before  he 
reached  his  majority.  In  1820  he  began  to  fit  vessels 
for.whaling  voyages,  and  he  gradually  increased  his 
interest  in  the  whale  fishery  until  he  became  one  of 
the  largest  ship-owners  of  New  Bedford.  For  many 
years  he  was  in  partnership  with  the  late  Willard 
Nye  and  the  late  Dennis  Wood,  under  the  firm  of 
D.  R.  Greene  &  Co.,  and  was  engaged  in  fitting  ships 
and  dealing  in  the  products  of  the  whale  fishery.  In 
1825  he  was  one  of  the  projectors  of  the  Merchants' 
Bank,  now  one  of  the  principal  banking  corporations 
of  New  Bedford,  and  he  continued  a  member  of  its 
board  of  directors  for  more  than  fifty  years.  He  was 
an  ardent  Whig,  and  a  firm  believer  in  the  protection 
of  American  industries,  and  was  very  active  in  found- 
ing the  manufacturing  enterprises  which  the  protec- 
tive system  has  fostered.  In  1847,  he  with  others 
started  the  Wiimsutta  Mills,  now  one  of  the  largest 
cotton-manufacturing  corporations  of  New  England, 
and  was  for  thirty  years  one  of  the  directors. 

He  took  an  active  interest  in  the  early  develop- 
ment of  railroads,  and  was  one  of  the  builders  of  the 
railroad  between  New  Bedford  and  Taunton,  and  one 
of  its  directors  from  the  time  of  its  incorporation 
until  it  was  sold  fur  the  purposes  of  consolidation. 
He  was  at  the  time  of  his  death  one  of  the  oldest 
stockholders  in  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  which 
now  owns  a  continuous  line  from  Chicago  to  New 
Orleans.    He  took  a  great  interest  in  the  develop- 


ment of  the  West,  and  early  turned  his  attention  to 
Chicago,  and  continued  his  business  interests  there  as 
long  as  he  lived.  Mr.  Greene  was  a  man  of  strong 
convictions,  of  great  energy  and  unyielding  will,  and 
was,  as  such  men  often  are, somewhat  rugged  in  speech 
and  brusque  in  action,  but  he  had  a  kind  heart  and 
quick  sympathies.  He  not  only  gave  liberally  to 
charitable  objects  when  solicited,  but  sought  oppor- 
tunities of  giving,  and  of  such  acts  he  never  spoke. 
His  long  life  was  one  of  commendable  industry, 
honorable  labor,  of  enterprise,  and  of  sturdy  devo- 
tion to  what  he  conceived  to  be  right.  If,  as  has  been 
sometimes  said,  there  is  an  immortality  of  good  work, 
his  influence  will  survive  him. 


THB  PARKER  FAMILY. 

Ward  M.  Parker,  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  was  a 
lineal  descendant  on  his  paternal  side  from  William 
Parker,  who  came  from  England  and  settled  with 
many  others,  among  whom  were  the  ancestors  of 
Samuel  J.  Tilden,  in  the  town  of  Scituate,  Mass.,  at 
what  date  is  not  known,  but  probably  at  its  earliest 
settlement  In  September,  1640,  a  grant  was  ob- 
tained for  a  settlement  at "  Mattakese,''  situated  be- 
tween Sandwich  and  Yarmouth,  and  in  October  of 
the  same  year  a  settlement  was  commenced  from  the 
town  of  Scituate,  Mass.,  and  among  the  many  who 
settled  at  "  Mattakese"  was  William  Parker.  From 
this  grant  Sandwich,  Barnstable,  and  probably  Yar* 
mouth  became  invested  with  the  right  of  township, 
and  these  people  commenced  the  settlement  of  Fal- 
mouth. 

William  Parker  finally  settled  in  Falmouth,  where 
he  remained  during  life.  He  left  several  sons,  of 
whom  Robert  Parker  was  one,  and  one  or  more 
daughters.  We  know  but  little  about  Robert  Parker. 
He  had  several  sons,  among  whom  were  Thomas,  bom 
Aug.  24,*  1660;  Daniel,  April  18,  1670,  ancestor  of 
John  A.  Parker;  and  Joseph,  bom  1671. 

Joseph  Parker,  son  of  Robert,  was  one  of  the 
original  church  members  in  Falmouth,  Mass.  He 
married  Mercy  Whiston,  June  80, 1698,  and  died  in 
1732.  Their  children  were  Joseph,  born  April  23, 
1699;  John,  born  Sept  11,  1700;  Benjamin,  bom 
Feb.  16,  1702;  Timothy,  born  Nov.  27,  1703;  Seth, 
born  Sept  20,  1705;  Sylvanus,  bom  Sept  11, 1707; 
and  Mercy,  born  May  21, 1709.  She  married  Rev. 
Samuel  Palmer.  Joseph  Parker  was  buried  in  the 
old  burying-ground  at  Falmouth,  and  a  stone  resem- 
bling Connecticut  red  granite  lies  horizontally  over 
his  grave  and  marks  his  final  resting-place. 

Sylvanus  Parker,  son  of  Joseph,  married  Martha 
Mayhew,  of  Chilmark,  in  1748.  They  had  two  chil- 
dren,— Seth,  born  Oct.  12,  1760,  and  Lydia,  who  was 
twice  married,  first  to  Josiah  Cotton,  of  Plymouth, 
and  second  to  Dr.  Thomas  Smith. 

Seth  Parker,  only  son  of  Sylvanus,  married  Sophia 
Cotton,  of  Plymouth,  about  1776   or  1776.     Their 
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children  were  SyWanus,  born  1777,  who  died  single 
in  1811 ;  Bossiter  C.  bom  1779,  and  died  1804;  Seth, 
born  1781,  and  died  1811 ;  Ward  M.,  the  immediate 
subject  of  our  sketch  ;  Lydia,  born  1787,  died  1848 ; 
John  C,  born  1793,  died  July  2, 1881.  Mr.  Parker 
died  in  1813,  leaving  a  widow  and  two  sons,  Ward 
M.  and  John,  and  one  daughter,  Lydia.  Mrs.  Sophia 
(Cotton)  Parker  was  a  lineal  descendant  from  Rev. 
John  Cotton,  who  was  an  Episcopalian  minister  in 
Lincolnshire  and  London,  England. 

There  was  but  one  fiimily  of  Cottons  originally  in 
England,  and  they  came  from  Normandy,  in  France, 
with  William  the  Conqueror,  in  the  year  1060,  and 
from  this  family  descended  the  Rev.  John  Cotton,  who 
was  a  popular  preacher  in  and  about  London  until 
he  was  suspected  of  favoring  the  Dissenters,  who  had 
the  audacity  to  doubt  the  infallibility  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church.  Being  advised  by  friends  that  he  was  in 
danger  of  being  arrested,  he  very  quietly  arranged 
to  come  to  America  with  his  family,  in  company 
with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hooker,  afterwards  of  Connecticut. 
They  arrived  in  Boston  in  1633,  when  Mr.  Hooker 
went  to  Connecticut,  and  Mr.  Cotton  was  settled  as  a 
minister  in  the  King's  Chapel,  Boston,  now  called 
Stone  Chapel,  and  there  continued  to  preach  with 
great  acceptance  till  the  close  of  his  life,  Dec.  23, 
1652,  aged  sixty-seven.  His  name  may  be  seen  in- 
scribed with  others  on  a  monument  adjoining  the 
chapel  in  Boston.  Mr.  Cotton  left  several  children, 
and  from  them  descended  the  Cottons  of  New  Eng- 
land. One  of  his  sons,  John,  educated  at  Cambridge, 
studied  for  the  ministry,  and  settled  at  Charleston, 
8.  C,  where  he  died.  One  of  his  (Rev.  John  Cot- 
ton's) daughters  married  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mather,  presi- 
dent of  Harvard  College,  and  they  had  a  son,  the 
well-known  Cotton  Mather.  There  were  other  chil- 
dren of  the  Rev.  John  Cotton,  but  their  names  are 
not  known  to  the  writer.  Some  of  them  settled  at 
Plymouth,  and  were  influential  citizens  in  tlfeir  day. 
From  Thacher's  "  History  of  Plymouth"  we  find  that 
the  first  Cotton  he  mentions  is  Josiah,  a  son  of  tlie 
Rev.  John  Cotton,  and  grandson  of  the  original  Rev. 
John  Cotton,  who  was  the  first  settled  minister  in 
Boston.  Josiah  Cotton  was  born  1679,  graduated 
from  Harvard  College  in  1698,  taught  school  in  sev- 
eral places,  and  finally  settled  in  Plymouth,  Mass. 
He  was  elected  clerk  of  the  court,  register  of  deeds, 
etc.  He  wrote  a  supplement  to  the  New  England 
Memorial,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Society.  He  died  in  1756,  aged  seventy- 
six.  He  left  a  family  of  children,  among  whom  was 
John  Cotton,  born  in  Plymouth  in  1712,  graduated 
from  Cambridge  College  in  1730.  and  ordained  in 
Halifax  in  1736,  but  losing  his  voice  by  a  severe  fit  of 
sickness,  he  was  obliged  to  give  up  his  chosen  profes- 
sion, consequently  he  returned  to  his  native  town 
(Plymouth)  and  took  his  father's  place  as  register 
of  deeds,  etc.,  which  position  he  retained  till  his 
death,   Nov.   4,   1789.    John   Cotton,   the   maternal 


grandfather  of  Ward  M.  Parker,  married  Hannah 
Sturtevant,  and  left  eleven  children,  four  eons  and 
seven  daughters,  of  whom  Sophia,  who  married  Seth 
Parker,  was  one,  hence  the  line  of  descent  has  been 
Sophia*,  John^  Josiah',  John',  and  John^  The  line 
of  descent  in  the  Parker  family  has  been  Ward  M.*, 
Seth',  Sylvanus\  Joseph',  Robert',  William^ 

Ward  M.  Parker  was  born  in  Falmoutli,  Mass., 
June  18, 1784,  and  died  in  New  Bedford,  Aug.  6, 1881. 
In  early  life  he  was  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade, 
commanding  a  vessel  running  to  Charleston,  S.  C. 
He  secured  the  confidence  of  the  leading  merchants 
and  business  men  at  that  port,  and  bis  operations  were 
uniformly  successful.  The  war  of  1812,  with  the 
embai^,  broke  up  his  coasting  business  at  the  South, 
but  this  did  not  dishearten  him.  For  several  years  he 
was  engaged  in  procuring  live-oak  timber  in  Florida 
under  contracts  with  the  government,  and  soon  after 
embarked  in  the  whaling  business  at  Wood's  Holl, 
where  he  built  the  ship  "  Bartliolomew  Qosnold." 
On  the  12th  of  June,  1838,  Mr.  Parker  removed  to 
this  city,  though  for  a  few  years  he  continued  his 
agency  of  the  ''  Qosnold,"  which  was  fitted  at  Wood's 
Holl.  He  then  retired  from  active  business,  devo- 
ting himself  to  the  care  of  the  handsome  property 
which  he  had  acquired,  and  which  under  his  shrewd 
and  judicious  management  grew  to  a  large  estate. 
For  nearly  forty  years  he  was  a  director  in  the  Marine 
(now  the  First  National)  Bank,  and  for  many  years 
was  in  the  direction  of  the  New  Bedford  and  Taun- 
ton Railroad,  the  Qas-Light  Company  (also  its  vice- 
president),  the  Commercial  Insurance  Company,  the 
Taunton  Copper  Company,  and  its  president  for  many 
years,  and  the  Taunton  Locomotive- Works. 

The  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  with  full  faith  in 
"  Poor  Ricliard's"  maxims,  and  with  habits  of  rigid 
economy,  he  was  not  a  close  nor  a  hard  man.  No 
director  of  a  bank  was  ever  more  liberal  in  affording 
accommodation  to  men  of  small  means  needing 
assistance,  and  many  who  failed  of  relief  in  tight 
times  from  the  banks  have  been  supplied  from  his 
private  means.  Cautious  in  his  investments,  he  was 
not  lacking  in  enterprise,  and  rarely  hesitated  to 
aid  in  starting  manufacturing  projects  here  which 
promised  advantage  to  the  city.  Exact  in  all  his 
transactions,  he  was  always  fair,  honorable,  and 
scrupulously  just.  He  was  genial,  kind-hearted,  and 
unostentatiously  benevolent,— a  man  thoroughly  re- 
spected and  highly  esteemed  in  all  the  relations  of 
life.  Up  to  the  close  of  that  life  so  long  protracted, 
he  exhibited  remarkable  physical  vigor,  remarkable 
brightness  and  clearness  of  intellect,  and  a  lively 
interest  in  affairs.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig  and 
Republican,  and  was  a  representative  to  the  General 
Assembly  from  1834  to  1888.  Ho  was  a  soldier  in  the 
war  of  1812.  lie  was  twice  married,  first  to  Hepzibah, 
daughter  of  Deacon  John  Davis,  July  27,  1815.  She 
was  born  Oct.  4,  1793,  and  died  Feb.  26,  1833.  Their 
children   are  Abby  S.  (deceased),  Hannah   C.  (de- 
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ceased),  wife  of  J.  A.  Beauvais ;  Abby  S.  (2d),  wife  of 
J.  L.  Ferguson,  of  New  York  City ;  and  Ward  R.,  of 
New  York  City.  Mr.  Parker  married  for  his  second 
wife  Marcia  F.,  daughter  of  David  W.  and  Cynthia 
Lewis,  May  25,  1836.  She  was  born  in  Falmouth, 
May  11, 1813,  and  belongs  to  an  old  and  honorable 
family  of  that  town.  They  have  had  ten  children, 
hye  of  whom  are  living, — Arabella,  Lawrence  H., 
Henry  W.,  David  L.,  and  Lydia  P.,  wife  of  0.  W. 
Mitchell,  of  Baltimore,  Md. 


JAMES  BUNKER  CONGDOK. 

The  death  of  James  Bunker  Congdon,  which  oc- 
curred on  the  10th  of  June,  1880,  demands  more  than 
a  passing  notice.  Well  may  his  name  and  worth 
have  honorable  mention  in  the  archives  of  the  Free 
Public  Library,  for  to  him  perhaps  more  than  to  all 
others  is  it  indebted  not  only  for  its  existence,  but 
for  its  continued  prosperity,  and  for  the  measure  of 
usefulness  to  which  it  has  attained. 

Mr.  Congdon  prepared  and  headed  the  petition  to 
the  City  Council  which  resulted  in  1862  in  the  perma- 
nent establishment  of  the  library,  and  to  his  energy 
and  untiring  devotion  it  is  due  that  the  few  thousand 
volumes  of  the  old  Social  Library  became  the  founda- 
tion of  an  institution  of  great  public  benefit,  and  of 
which  the  city  has  so  much  reason  to  be  proud. 

Elected  a  member  of  the  first  board  of  trustees,  a 
position  which  he  held,  except  during  a  brief  interval, 
for  more  than  twenty  years,  he  watched  with  untiring 
zeal  over  its  struggling  infancy.  As  its  hold  on  the 
community  grew  firmer  and  its  usefulness  broader, 
his  watchful  interest  kept  even  pace  with  its  benefi- 
cent development ;  he  was  constantly  suggesting,  and, 
when  authority  had  been  secured,  instituting  meas- 
ures for  its  progressive  advantage. 

Secretary  of  the  board  of  trustees  from  its  organi- 
zation id  1852  until  near  the  close  of  his  life,  the 
annual  reports  of  tlie  board  to  the  city  government, 
always  scholarly  and  oflen  ardent  and  glowing  in 
their  style,  and  which  tended  largely  to  invite  and  to 
hold  the  good  will  of  the  city  government,  and  the 
public  itself,  were  invariably  from  his  pen.  When 
the  corner-stone  of  the  beautiful  library  building  was 
laid  (which  fully  symbolized  the  permanence  of  the 
institution,  while  it  opened  the  way  to  increased  use- 
fulness) Mr.  Congdon  led  in  the  ceremonies  of  the 
occasion,  and  delivered  an  address,  in  which  he  gave 
in  detail  the  history  of  the  enterprise,  and  foretold  its 
success.  He  lived  long  enough  to  see  its  prosperity 
well  assured,  and  to  enjoy  not  only  by  himself,  but 
through  the  public  generally,  its  great  and  continually 
increasing  benefiU.  He  gave  not  only  his  services  to 
the  cause,  but  in  1876,  having  received  from  the  city 
five  hundred  dollars  for  revising  the  charter  and  or- 
dinances, ho  gave  it  as  a  donation  to  the  trust  funds 
of  the  library. 


Thus  did  he  prove  his  interest  by  deeds  of  unselfish 
devotion.  Yet,  though  his  life  was  one  of  varied 
usefulness,  while,  as  has  been  truly  said  of  him,  "No 
one  ever  wrought  more  continuously,  ungrudgingly, 
and  unselfishly  for  the  public  weal,"  it  is  certain  that 
no  fruits  of  his  labor  were  so  grateful  to  himself  as 
those  richly  garnered  in  connection  with  the  Free 
Public  Library. 

The  history  of  his  private  life  was  not  eventful, 
and  is  briefly  told.  He  was  born  Dec.  19, 1802,  and 
was  the  son  of  Caleb  Congdon,  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island,  who  came  here  and  was  married  to  the 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Taber.  Mr.  Taber  was  an 
early  settler,  whose  house  was  burned  by  the  British 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mr.  Congdon  received 
his  early  education  in  our  public  schools.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  became  book-keeper  for  Messrs.  Wil- 
liam H.  and  Gideon  Allen,  in  whose  employ  he  re- 
mained five  years.  When  the  Merchants'  Bank  was 
chartered  and  went  into  operation  be  became  its 
cashier,  which  position  he  filled  with  superior  ability, 
securing  prosperity  and  credit  for  that  institution, 
honor  and  confidence  for  himself,  until  1868,  a  period 
of  nearly  thirty  years,  when  severe  illness  caused  by 
overwork  compelled  him  to  resign. 

On  his  recovery,  in  the  spring  of  the  same  year,  he 
was  elected  city  treasurer  and  collector  of  taxes.  He 
was  annually  re-elected  until,  in  1879,  advancing  years 
warned  him  to  relieve  himself  of  the  burden  of  his 
public  responsibilities,  when  he  resigned  his  post.  He 
had  been  a  signally  faithful  and  competent  oflScer. 
Throughout  the  civil  war,  when  the  labors  of  the 
city  treasurer  were  greatly  complicated  and  aug- 
mented, he  proved  himself  equal  to  every  emergency. 
To  his  other  duties — from  the  time  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Acushnet  Water  Board  to  his  resigna- 
tion of  his  office  a  few  months  before  his  death — he 
added  those  of  registrar  of  the  board. 

The  public  is  always  ready  to  place  responsibility 
on  competent,  trusted,  and  willing  shoulders.  Mr. 
Congdon  did  not  know  himself  when  he  thought  to 
favor  his  increasing  Infirmities,  and  pass  the  remain- 
ing years  in  repose.  The  post  of  member  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  then  newly  created,  was  ofiered  to 
him,  and  he  accepted  it  He  was  elected  chairman  of 
the  board.  He  entered  upon  his  duties  with  enthu- 
siastic appreciation  of  responsibility  and  opportunity, 
and  that  spirit  of  conscientious  fidelity  which  char- 
acterized all  his  exertions  through  life,  and  labored 
in  his  new  field  with  intense  earnestness  and  corre- 
sponding efficiency.  The  elaborate  report  of  the 
board  at  the  close  of  its  first  year  was  from  his  pen. 
It  was  the  last  monument  of  his  public  service. 

These  efforts  were  too  much  for  his  enfeebled  frame. 
He  made  them  only  by  force  of  a  will  that  triumphed 
over  physical  suffering.  On  March  24, 1880,  he  was 
compelled  to  resign,  and  on  the  10th  of  June  he  died. 
He  wrought  diligently  in  his  unselfish  and  benevolent 
work  until  the  evening  shadows  fell  and  the  night 
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came,  when  no  man  can  work.  It  was  fitting  that  at 
the  funeral  of  such  an  officer  the  public  offices  should 
be  closed,  and  the  city  government  should  attend  the 
services  in  a  body,  and  that  highly  complimentary 
resolutions,  unanimously  adopted,  should  have  a  per- 
manent place  in  the  records  of  the  City  Council. 

Mr.  Congdon's  philanthropy  was  as  conspicuous  as 
his  fidelity.  The  kindness  of  his  heart  was  never  ap- 
pealed to  in  vain.  The  leisure  which  most  other  men 
would  have  devoted  to  relaxation  he  crowded  with 
beneficent  labor.  He  was  a  warm  friend  to  the  New 
Bedford  Lyceum,  giving  it  at  all  times  the  support  of 
his  voice  and  pen.  He  was  one  of  the  most  active 
and  efficient  members  of  the  Port  Society,  which  has 
accomplished  admirable  results  in  behalf  of  the  sea- 
men sailing  from  this  port.  He  was  a  trustee  of  the 
institution  for  deaf  mutes  in  Northampton.  For 
eleven  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  school  commit- 
tee, and  then  and  ever  after  a  champion  of  the  public 
schools,  a  zealous  friend  of  all  measures  tending  to 
their  improvement,  and  to  the  cause  of  education. 
From  1834  to  1841,  and  from  1842  until  the  acceptance 
of  the  city  charter  in  1847,  Mr.  Congdon  was  one  of 
the  selectmen  of  the  town,  and  for  many  years  chair- 
man of  the  board.  Indeed,  there  was  no  philan- 
thropic movement  in  the  community  during  his  life 
that  he  was  not  its  pronounced  and  active  supporter, 
and  for  him  to  support  a  cause  was  to  mortgage  to  its 
furtherance  his  time  and  his  powers.  He  readily  re- 
sponded to  every  demand  made  upon  his  facile  pen. 
He  wrote  most  of  the  annual  reports,  historical 
sketches,  and  other  publications  of  the  institutions 
with  which  he  was  permanently  identified.  His  ad- 
dresses, essays,  and  reports  would  of  themselves  fill 
a  volume. 

His  ready  pen  was  busy  at  times  in  other  important 
work.  He  drew  up  the  charter  for  the  city  govern- 
ment which  was  enacted  by  the  Legislature  in  1847. 
He  wrote  most  of  the  ordinances  which  fh>m  time  to 
time  have  been  adopted  by  the  City  Council.  The 
historical  details  in  the  appendix  to  the  "  Centennial 
History  of  New  Bedford,"  which  was  published  in 
1876,  were  edited  by  him.  He  was  a  frequent  con- 
tributor to  the  press  in  both  prose  and  poetry,  and  his 
productions  were  often  admirable,  always  creditable. 

He  was  a  dear  lover  of  books,  which  he  read  with 
avidity,  appropriating  what  was  best  in  them  with 
acute  discrimination.  It  was  the  valuable  service 
which  books  had  rendered  to  him  in  the  moulding  of 
his  thought  and  the  enlargement  of  his  culture  which 
intensified  his  interest  in  the  Free  Public  Library. 
It  was  the  wish  of  his  loving  heart  that  every  soul  in 
the  community  should  have,  **  without  money  and 
without  price,"  the  same  intellectual  advantages 
which  he  himself  had  received  and  so  much  enjoyed. 

His  portrait,  the  gift  of  grateful  friends,  hangs  in 
the  main  hall  of  the  library.  It  is  in  the  most  fitting 
place.  He  seems  to  be  looking  approvingly  down  (as 
if  in  realization  of  his  fondest  hopes)  upon  the  library 


itself,  so  much  the  work  of  his  hands,  and  the  vol- 
umes so  much  the  delight  of  his  heart  As  those 
who  avail  themselves  of  Uie  advantages  of  an -instita- 
tion  which  he  did  so  much  to  establish  and  foster 
pass  and  repass  that  silent  image  may  they  sometimes 
remember  his  example,  and  be  inspired  to  lead  lives 
of  faithful  citizenship  and  disinterested  philanthropy. 

G.  H.  D. 


JOSEPH   KNOWLBS. 

Joseph  Knowles,  son  of  James  H.  and  Ruth  (Doane) 
Knowles,  was  bom  in  Eastham,  Mass.,  Sept  23, 1819. 
He  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Richard  Knowles,  the 
emigrant,  who  came  from  England  prior  to  1688,  and 
who  was  stanch  in  defense  of  his  convictions.  Mr. 
Knowles  received  a  liberal  education  and  completed 
his  studies  at  Phillips'  Andover  Academy,  but  choos- 
ing a  mercantile  life,  he  came  to  New  Bedford,  and 
engaged  as  clerk  for  his  cousin,  Thomas  Knowles, 
when  about  seventeen  years  old.  After  five  years' 
service  he  was  admitted  partner.  The  new  firm 
was  Thomas  Knowles  &  Co.,  and  its  members  were 
Thomas,  John  P.,  and  Joseph  Knowles.  For  thirty- 
four  years,  until  his  death,  May  27, 1876,  he  was  ac- 
tively engaged  in  trade,  and  was  for  a  long  time  one 
of  New  Bedford's  prominent  merchants.  He  married, 
Nov.  14,  1844,  Jedidah,  daughter  of  Beriah  and  Elis- 
abeth (Cole)  Doane,  of  Orleans,  Mass.  Their  chil- 
dren are  Helen  D.  (Mrs.  Charles  D.  Milliken),  Eliza- 
beth, Joseph  F.,  and  Arthur. 

He  was  fully  in  accord  with  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  worked  for  its  interests,  and  sup- 
ported its  candidates.  He  was  largely  interested  in 
all  things  tending  towards  the  enlightenment  and  up- 
ward progress  of  society,  and  was  active  and  promi- 
nent in  connection  with  the  New  Bedford  Public 
Library,  of  which  he  was  a  trustee. 

We  give,  as  expressing  the  character  of  Mr.  Knowles 
more  completely  than  words  of  ours,  the  following 
from  those  who  knew  him  intimately : 

"  Mr.  Knowles  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
aldermen  for  two  years  under  the  mayoralty  of  Hon. 
John  N.  Perry,  and  for  the  same  period  while  Mr. 
Richmond  was  mayor,  discharging  the  duties  with 
rare  good  judgment  and  singular  fidelity.  He  was 
repeatedly  urged  to  accept  a  nomination  for  mayor, 
but  he  had  no  taste  for  municipal  honors,  though 
willing  to  give  his  full  share  of  time  and  eflbrt  in  the 
service  of  the  city.  He  was  devoted  to  his  business, 
and  had  earned  the  reputation  of  sterling  integrity 
and  probity  in  his  transactions.  Quiet  and  unassum- 
ing in  his  mannerd,  he  was  firm  of  principle  and 
courageous  in  his  convictions,  and  no  man  was  held 
in  higher  respecter  more  fully  enjoyed  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow-citizens."  * 

•James  B.  Congdon,  in  the  twenty-sixth  annual  re- 
port of  the  trustees  of  New   Bedford   Free  Public 


1  Vrom  tlie  Mercury  ot  May  29, 1876. 
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Library,  f^ixcs  this  testimonial  to  his  virtues :  "  Joseph 
Knowlos  claims  a  prominent  place  in  our  necrology 
of  the  year.  As  a  merchant,  he  was  enlightened,  en- 
terpriHing,  and  the  soul  of  fidelity;  as  an  alderman 
of  the  city,  he  was  sagacious  in  council,  faithful  to 
every  conviction  of  duty,  firm  and  unmovable  when 
not  to  be  firm  was  to  be  false  to  the  convictions  of  his 
understanding,  kind  and  courteous  to  all  who  had 
claims  upon  his  attention ;  as  a  trustee  of  the  library, 
he  had  clear  apprehensions  as  to  the  methods  to  be 
pursued,  and  an  abiding  conscientiousness  in  the  dis- 
charge of  every  trust.  Those  who  have  known  him 
as  a  leading  merchant  of  our  city,  and  those  who  were 
his  associates  in  the  City  Council  and  upon  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  library,  all  bear  testimony  to  his 
gentlemanly  bearing  in  his  business  and  official  inter- 
course, and  all  unite  in  assigning  to  him  an  elevated 
position  among  the  active  and  public  men  of  our  city. 
In  his  daily  walk  and  conversation  he  was  an  exam- 
ple of  those  virtues  which  are  lovely  and  of  good 
report.  '  There  was  a  daily  beauty  in  his  life'  which 
won  and  retained  the  affection  and  respect  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  There  was  in  liis  char- 
acter and  conduct  those  evidences  of  fidelity  to  the 
right  and  an  affectionate  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
others  which  inspired  confidence  and  esteem." 


OLIVER  CKOCKBR. 


Mr.  Oliver  Crocker,  whose  death  occurred  May  23, 
1878,  at  his  residence  on  William  Street,  in  New  Bed- 
ford, was  born  on  the  8d  day  of  August,  1788,  in  the 
pleasant  little  village  of  Cotuit,  in  the  town  of  Barn- 
stable. He  was  educated  at  the  then  celebrated  Sand- 
wich Academy,  under  the  tuition  of  Rev.  Jonathan 
Burr.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  put  to  apprentice 
in  Boston,  and  served  his  term  in  a  dry -goods  store  in 
that  city.  After  reaching  his  majority  he  engaged  in 
business  in  Boston,  and  in  1812  removed  to  this  place, 
where  he  continuously  resided  till  his  death.  Until 
1882  he  was  in  the  dry-goods  and  grocery  trade,  and  in 
this  year  commenced  the  manufacture  of  oil  and  be- 
came interested  in  shipping.  In  1837  he  was  associated 
in  the  oil  manufacture  with  his  son,  George  0.  Crocker, 
and  the  late  George  T.  Baker,  and  this  firm  continued 
till  1843,  when  it  failed.  Mr.  Crocker  and  his  son  at 
once  formed  a  new  partnership,  took  the  assets  and 
assumed  the  liabilities  of  the  old  firm,  and  in  a  few 
years  paid  all  its  debts,  principal  and  interest.  In 
1862  he  retired  from  active  business,  having  secured 
an  ample  fortune.  In  1835,  Mr.  Crocker  was  one  of 
the  nine  members  who  represented  New  Bedford  in 
the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature,  an  honor  to 
which  he  did  not  aspire  a  second  time. 

No  New  Bedford  merchant  ever  enjoyed  a  higher 
reputation  for  strict  integity  in  all  his  dealings  than 
Oliver  Crocker,  and  none  better  deserved  it.  He  was 
largely  and  systematically  benevolent  He  was  keenly 


alive  to  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the  people, 
watchful  of  their  interest,  and  ever  ready  to  aid  and 
assist  them  by  any  method  or  manner  tending  to 
promote  their  comfort  and  happiness,  and  highly  ap- 
preciating the  influence  for  good  which  intellectual 
culture  exerts  upon  the  habits  and  character  of  the 
people,  with  wise  generosity  gave  liberally  to  the 
Free  Public  Library.  Of  every  public  charity  he 
was  a  generous  patron  ;  many  were  the  regular  pen- 
sioners upon  his  bounty ;  no  poor  person  was  ever 
turned  away  empty  from  his  door,  and  we  know  that 
in  his  old  age  he  asked  of  not  a  few,  in  whose  judg- 
ment he  could  confide,  that  they  would  bring  to  his 
notice  any  cases  requiring  aid.  To  the  last  he  keenly 
enjoyed  life,  always  looking  upon  its  bright  side,  and 
retaining  his  interest  in  the  current  of  events. 


GEORQB  0.  CROCKBR. 

George  O.  Crocker,  son  of  Oliver  Crocker,  born  in 
New  Bedford,  Mass.,  Jan.  17, 1814.  He  received  his 
education  at  the  public  schools  of  his  native  place. 
In  his  sixteenth  year  he  was  clerk  for  his  father  in 
the  grocery  and  provision  business,  where  he  re* 
mained  three  years,  and  then  was  clerk  two  years  in 
the  counting-room ;  after  that  went  into  partnership 
with  his  father,  and  for  many  years  the  firm-name 
was  Oliver  &  George  O.  Crocker,  manufacturers  of 
sperm  oil,  and  were  large  owners  in  the  whaling  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Crocker  has  been  a  director  in  various 
corporations  in  his  native  city. 


IVORY   HOVBY   BARTLBTT. 

Ivory  Hovey  Bartlett,  son  of  Abner  Bartlett,  was 
born  at  South  Plymouth  (formerly  called  Manomet 
Ponds),  Mass.,  Sept.  21,  1794.  He  was  a  descendant 
in  the  seventh  generation  from  Robert  Bartlett,  who 
was  born  in  England  in  1606,  and  in  1637  came  from 
London  to  America  in  the  ship  "Ann,"  the  third 
ship  which  landed  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth.  After  his 
arrival  in  America  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  Warren.  The  line  of  descent  from  Robert  to 
Ivory  H.  has  been  as  follows:  Robert^  died  1676; 
Joseph',  died  in  1711 ;  Joseph',  died  in  1750 ;  Joseph*, 
died  in  1756 ;  Sylvanus*,  died  in  1811 ;  Abnei',  died 
Oct.  28,  1813 ;  and  Ivory  H.^  Abnei'  Bartlett  was  a 
deacon  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  South  Plym- 
outh, and  held  office  in  the  town  as  one  of  the 
selectmen,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  as  representative 
to  the  General  Court. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  Ivory  H.  Bartlett  was 
Rev.  Ivory  Hovey.  He  was  graduated  from  Harvard 
College  in  1735,  and  became  a  settled  minister  at 
Rochester,  Mass.,  where  he  preached  for  a  period  of 
more  than  thirty  years,  and  afterwards  at  South  Plym- 
outh until  his  death  in  1803,  in  his  ninetieth  year. 
He  \va<«  n  man  of  culture  and  wide  influence  in  his 
denomination,  a  fine  example  of  the  honored  and 
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belored  puton  of  the  olden  lime.  Tbree  or  Mr. 
Autlett'a  UDclea  served  in  the  CunlineDbkl  army  at 
BoatOD  BDd  New  Vtirk  in  1776. 

Mr.  Biirtlett  marriei),  in  1814,  Betsey,  daughter  of 
John  Clark,  or  South  Plymouth,  and  with  hi*  family 
removed  to  New  Bedford  in  1819.  During  the  Hrst 
jears  of  his  life  in  New  Bedford  he  was  engaged  in 
teaming,  Btabiing,  and  staging,  and  for  a  time  hud 
charge  oF  most  of  the  principal  stage  roul«B  leading 
from  New  Bedford,  including  cnntraclH  for  carrying 
mails,  which  busineas  onen  called  him  to  Waahiug- 
toD.  Later,  he  engaged  in  the  grain  and  proviaion 
trade,  and  Sually  whaling  and  the  cominiBsion  buiii- 
new.  He  received  his  aona,  Ivory  Hovey  Bartlett, 
Jr.,  and  George  Fearing  Bartlett,  into  partoerabip  in 
1847  and  18M,  respectively,  thue  establishing  the  tirm 
of  I.  H.  Bartlett  &  Sona,  which  still  continues.  [.  H. 
Bartlett,  Jr.,  died  Oct.  25,  18S0,  in  bis  fifty-eighth 
year.  His  oldest  son,  Abner  Bartlett,  went  to  Boston 
in  the  employ  of  Chandler,  Howard  &  Co.,  and  then 
to  New-  York  in  1836,  where  he  was  leveral  years 
with  Grinnell,  Minturn  &  Oo.  H»  still  rtside*  there, 
being  connected  with  the  "  Astor  estate;"  and  his 
yonnger  sons.  William  Henry  and  Robert  Warren 
Bartlett,'  have  always  been  connected  with  his  firm. 

In  1861,  Mr.  Bartlett'a  firm,  with  the  late  Richard 
H.  Chapell,  of  New  London,  Conn,,  entered  into  a 
contract  with  the  United  Slates  government  to  lit  the 
atone  fleet  of  forty-Sve  vessels  with  which  the  hnr- 
bors  of  Charleston  and  Savannah  were  blockaded,  and 
twenty-four  out  of  the  forty-five  vessels  were  fitted  by 

Mr.  Bartlett'a  Hfenaslhoronghlyactive  and  earnest, 
hath  in  hia  business  and  in  the  line  of  benevolence. 
The  only  public  office  he  ever  held  was  that  of  alder- 
man, under  Abraham  H.  Howland's  administration. 
He  came  to  this  city  with  a  heart  of  sympathy  and 
IcindnesB,  nourished  by  the  example  of  Christian  and 
benevolent  parents.  During  the  first  wiuter  of  his 
residence  here  be  collected  upwards  of  six  hundred 
dollars  for  distribution  among  the  poor,  and  from 
season  to  season,  for  more  than  forty  years,  or  us  long 
as  hia  health  permitted,  he  continued  tills  work. 
From  a  careful  record  kept  by  him  we  find  that  in 
1868  siity-fuur  persons  coutrihuted  sis  hundred  and 
fifty-three  dollars,  which  he  distributed  among  three 
hundred  and  sixty  families  in  provisions,  and  in  1850 
seventy-four  persons  contributed  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-live  doltara,  which  he  also  distributed  among 
five  hundred  and  eighteen  families  in  like  manner. 

It  ia  just  to  the  business  men  of  New  Bedford  to 
say  that  these  subscription -lists  are  highly  creditable 
to  their  liberality.  While  Mr.  Bartlett  gave  liberally 
liimself,  it  was  the  personal  attention  and  time  em- 
ployed in  this  business  which  cost  him  moat,  for  it 
was  his  invariable  rule,  regardless  of  personal  com- 


fort, to  invetlignte  every  case  where  charity  wa*  ad- 
miniitored  by  him.  lu  the  wiuter  of  18fi6  he  estah* 
fished  a  soup-huuse  for  the  jHtor,  which  hud  hb 
personal  supervision  in  all  its  dctiiils. 

Nor  did  he  simply  feed  the  hungry,  but  he  visited 
the  sick  and  afflicted,  and  administered  to  tlicir  neetls 
by  many  acts  of  kindness  and  sympathy.  His  in- 
terest iu  and  sympathy  for  the  homeless  and  friend- 
leta  were  unbounded.  He  was  identified  from  the 
first  with  the  religious  progress  of  the  growing  town 
of  his  adoption,  having  been  active  in  the  building  of 
tlie  Stone  Church,  and  with  no  narrow  soutarion 
spirit  giving  of  his  means  and  influence  to  promota 
the  moral  and  spiritual  good  of  the  people. 

June  9,  1864,  Mr.  Bsrllett  celebratod  hia  golden 
wedding,  which  was  u  very  happy  and  nicrouruble  oc- 
casion. In  tlie  summer  of  1861,  with  his  characteris- 
tic kindness,  be  was  on  his  way  to  the  residence  of 
his  sick  friend,  James  B.  Congdon,  to  try  to  Induce 
him  to  drive  out  with  him  td  take  the  air,  when  by 
collision  with  a  runaway  team  he  was  thrown  to  the 
pavement,  an  accident  which  at  the  time  nearly  cost 
him  his  life,  and  from  which  he  never  wholly  re- 
covered. 

After  ten  years  of  wenkncas  and  yet  continued  iiso- 
fulnees  in  his  work  of  beuevolence,  he  died  peaue- 
fully  Feb.  6, 1871,  lamented  not  alone  by  his  kindred 
and  friends,  but  by  none  more  deeply  than  the  [loor 
of  the  city. 


OHABLXS  B.  LaOKABD. 

Charlefl  H.  Leonard,  son  of  Qeorge  and  Cynthia 
Leonard,  was  born  in  Middleborough,  Plymoulh  Co., 
Uaas.,  Sept.  23,  1814.  When  he  wus  seven  years  of 
age  his  parents  removed  to  the  nelghhoring  town  of 
Rochester.  After  attending  tlie  public  schools  during 
the  winters,  he  entered  the  academy  at  Middleborough, 
a  school  of  excelleut  repute,  the  advantages  of  which 
he  enjoyed  and  improved  for  three  years.  Like  most 
New  England  boys,  ambitious  and  self-reliant,  he  was 
eager  to  make  his  way  in  life,  and  look  the  usual  step 
of  engaging  as  a  clerk  iu  a  country  store.  After  u 
year's  experience  tliere  he  spent  the  three  or  four 
years  following  in  the  counting-room  of  Mr.  Alfred 
Qibbs,  a  commission  merchant  in  New  Bedford,  where 
hia  abilities  had  a  belter  test  and  freer  scope. 

At  that  time  was  developed  what  was  not  inaptly 
termed  the  "  Western  fever,"  an  eager  and  impetuous 
rush  of  emigration  to  the  great  West  as  a  new  £1 
Dorado.  Young  Leonard  took  tlie  disease,  but  in  so 
mild  a  form  that  a  year's  experience  cured  him,  aud 
left  him  all  the  better  fitted  for  his  life-work.  Re- 
turning to  New  Bedford,  his  career  as  a  merchant  at 
once  began.  Intrusted  by  an  uncle  with  a  shipment 
of  oil  for  sale  iu  New  York,  he  visited  tiiiit  city  and 
addressed  himself  to  the  discharge  of  his  commission. 
After  u  succession  of  disappointnientsand  discourage- 
ments, and  when  he  hud  concluded  to  give  up  his  en- 
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terprise  as  n  failure,  a  fortunate  turn  of  events  en- 
abled him  to  compass  success.  A  change  of  wind, 
which  for  two  days  prevented  the  naiUngof  the  vessel 
in  which  the  oil  was  to  be  taken  back  to  New  Bed- 
ford, not  only  secured  a  prosperous  issue  of  the  ven- 
ture, but,  as  he  was  fond  of  saying  in  afler-life,  de- 
cided his  fortune  as  a  business  man. 

What  he  had  learned  in  that  brief  sojourn  of  New 
York  and  its  business  methods  fixed  his  resolve  to 
try  his  fortune  in  that  city,  and  in  1838  he  took  a 
store  on  Front  Street,  near  Roosevelt  Street,  and 
started  in  the  oil  trade.  Two  years  later  he  took  as 
partner  Mr.  Horatio  Leonard,  a  cousin,  removing  to 
140  Front  Street,  and  also  establishing  an  oil  manu- 
factory in  Brooklyn.  The  manufactory  was  unsuc- 
cessful, and  in  three  years  the  firm  failed  and  was 
dissolved.  Having  effected  a  settlement  with  the 
creditors  of  the  firm,  Mr.  Leonard  soon  embarked 
anew  and  alone  at  the  old  stand  in  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  sperm  and  whale  oil  and  candles,  building 
up  an  extensive  and  prosperous  business,  and  build- 
ing, too,  what  is  rarer  and  better,  a  character  of  spot- 
less integrity. 

At  this  time  he  commenced  the  manufacture  of  oil 
and  candles  in  New  Bedford,  where  his  purchases  of 
crude  oil  were  mostly  made,  having  leased  what  were 
known  as  the  old  Marsh  Works  in  that  city.  There 
he  continued  the  manufacture  until  1853,  when  he 
removed  to  the  works  purchased  by  him  of  O.  & 
G.  O.  Crocker,  on  the  corner  of  South  Second  and 
South  Streets.  These  he  at  once  enlarged  to  double 
their  former  capacity,  fitted  them  with  new  and  im- 
proved machinery,  made  them  superior  in  every  re- 
spect to  any  other  establishment  of  the  kind,  managed 
them  to  the  close  of  his  life,  and  made  such  wise  pro- 
vision in  regard  to  them  in  his  will  that  their  reputa- 
tion has  since  been  fully  maintained. 

Though  Mr.  Leonard  never  entirely  withdrew  from 
active  business,  the  excellent  assistants  whom  he  had 
trained,  and  whose  affectionate  regard  and  devotion 
to  his  interests  he  had  won  by  years  of  considerate 
kindness,  relieved  him  of  attention  to  details,  and 
enabled  him  to  spend  most  of  his  summers  at  the  old 
homestead  in  Rochester.  This  he  transformed  into  a 
most  attractive  country  residence,  making  improve- 
ments in  every  direction,  and  by  his  lavish  outlay  of 
money  giving  needed  employment  to  hundreds  of  his 
townsmen.  It  wns  there,  in  his  pleasant  home,  sur- 
rounded by  those  who  best  knew  and  most  loved  him, 
in  the  midst  of  a  people  who  idolized  him  as  a  bene- 
factor and  a  cherished  friend,  that  on  the  24th  of 
October,  1868,  he  died. 

As  a  merchant,  Mr.  Leonard  exhibited  sagacity, 
breadth  of  view,  a  watchful  regard  to  details,  a  deli- 
cate sense  of  honor  in  all  his  transactions,  and  un- 
swerving-fidelity to  every  engagement.  His  word 
was  as  good  as  his  bond,  and  that  was  equal  to  gold. 
Bold  in  his  operations,  he  was  at  the  same  time  cau- 
tious and  conservative ;  and  these  operations  were  al- 


ways within  the  limits  of  his  legitimate  business. 
He  yielded  to  no  temptations  of  profits  from  outside 
ventures  and  speculations,  but  confined  himself  to 
the  path  in  which  he  was  winning  fortune  and  repu- 
tation. He  was  exact,  but  not  exacting,  claiming  his 
just  dues  to  a  penny,  but  always  liberal  and  indulgent 
to  an  unfortunate  debtor.  He  never  ignored  the  sa- 
credness  of  pecuniary  obligations,  or  rested  in  the  easy 
faith  that  a  compromise  with  a  creditor  or  a  discharge 
by  a  court  of  insolvency  is  tantamount  to  payment. 
When  years  of  patient  and  prosperous  endeavor 
brought  him  the  means,  he  paid  to  his  early  credi- 
tors every  mill  that  was  due  to  them,  principal  and 
interest. . 

In  social  life  Mr.  Leonard  was  a  great  favorite. 
Of  fine  person,  winning  manners,  and  pleasing  ad- 
dress, equable  in  temperament  and  kindly  in  dispo- 
sition, unselfish  and  generous,  he  could  not  but  make 
friends.  He  did  good  as  he  had  opportunity,  and  he 
made  the  opportunity.  It  was  not  alone  in  the  exer- 
cise of  an  enlightened  public  spirit,  in  aiding  religious, 
educational,  and  charitable  institutions,  or  in  the  be- 
stowment  of  alms  that  his  benevolence  showed  itself. 
"  The  cause  which  he  knew  not  he  searched  out ;" 
he  anticipated  needs  almost  before  their  pressure  was 
foH  by  the  sufferer,  and  sweetened  his  gifts  by  a  price- 
less sympathy.  He  was  fortunate  in  his  domestic  rela- 
tions. Of  his  marriage  one  competent  to  judge  says 
it  was  "  a  union  which  proved  uncommonly  felicitous, 
and  to  which,  by  reason  of  its  sympathies,  its  happy 
influence,  and  encouragement,  must  be  attributed  no 
small  part  of  the  noble  results  of  his  life." 

Religion  added  to  the  native  graces  of  the  man. 
"  His  religious  character,"  says  Rev.  Qeorge  L.  Pren- 
tiss, with  whose  church  in  New  York  he  unitedi  and 
who,  both  in  New  Bedford  and  New  York,  knew  him 
intimately,  "  as  it  unfolded,  was  marked  by  the  same 
attractive  and  solid  traits  which  distinguished  the 
man.  His  piety  was  not  demonstrative,  it  was  rather 
of  a  shrinking  and  reticent  temper;  but  it  gave 
ample  proof  of  its  sincerity  and  power  by  the  benign 
and  excellent  fruits  that  adorned  its  path." 


HON.  JOSEPH  GRINN  ELL. 

Hon.  Joseph  Grinnell,  our  venerable  citizen,  pro- 
foundly respected  in  the  community,  brings  to  the 
discharge  of  his  daily  duties  thltt  clearness  of  mind 
and  great  practical  judgment  for  which  he  has  been 
so  distinguished.  He  was  born  in  New  Bedford  on 
the  17th  of  November,  1788.  His  father  was  Capt. 
Cornelius  Grinnell,  who  had  in  the  Revolution  served 
his  country  on  land  and  on  the  sea.  After  several 
years  spent  as  commander  in  the  merchant  service  he 
established  himself  in  business  in  New  Bedford,  where 
he  died  in  1850,  in  the  ninety-third  year  of  his  age, 
honored  and  respected.  His  mother  was  Silvia  How- 
land,  to  whose  lovely  character  and  steady  discharge 
of  duty  her  children  were  largely  indebted  for  the 
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success  and  honors  to  which  they  have  arrived.  She 
deceased  Aug.  1, 1837,  in  the  seventy-second  year  of 
her  age. 

Mr.  Grinnell  commenced  his  mercantile  life  as 
clerk  to  liis  father  and  uncle  on  Central  wharf  in 
this  city.  At  twenty  years  of  age  he  was  appointed 
deputy  collector  and  surveyor  of  this  t>ort  In  1810 
he  commenced  business  in  New  York,  in  company 
with  his  uncle  John  H.  Howland,  under  the  firm  of 
Howland  &  Grinnell.  Their  business  was  very  suc- 
cessful until  the  war  of  1812,  when  nearly  all  of  their 
vessels  were  captured  and  condemned.  In  1814  this 
firm  was  dissolved. 

In  1815  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  his  cousin, 
Capt.  Preserved  Fish.  The  firm-name  was  Fish  & 
Grinnell.  Capt.  Fish  continued  as  partner  until 
1825.  Upon  his  retiring  Mr.  Grinnell  admitted  his 
brothers,  Henry  and  Moses  H.,  as  copartners  under 
the  style  of  Fish,  Grinnell  &  Co. 

At  the  close  of  1828,  his  health  becoming  impaired, 
he  withdrew  from  the  firm. 

Mr.  Robert  B.  Minturn,  a  brother-in-law  of  Mr. 
Henry  Grinnell,  was  admitted  as  a  partner,  under  the 
style  of  Grinnell,  Minturn  A  Co.,  now  world-wide  in 
reputation. 

Early  in  1829,  with  his  wife  and  adopted  daughter, 
he  sailed  for  Europe,  and  returned  in  the  latter  pari 
of  1830,  when  he  concluded  to  settle  in  his  native 
town.  He  built  the  elegant  mansion  in  which  he 
resides  in  1831-82.  At  the  same  time  he  contracted 
with  Messrs.  Benjamin  Barstow  A  Sons,  of  Matta- 
poisett,  to  build  the  ship  "  Oneida,"  and  with  Messrs. 
Jethro  <&  Zachariah  Hill  man  to  build  the  ship 
''George  Washington.''  The  former  was  employed 
in  the  China  trade,  and  the  latter  in  the  New  York 
and  Liverpool  line  of  packets,  both  vessels  by  their 
good  qualities  adding  to  the  high  reputation  of  the 
builders. 

In  1832  the  Marine  Bank,  now  the  First  National, 
was  chartered,  and  unexpectedly  to  Mr.  Grinnell  he 
was  elected  president.  Under  his  administration  it 
proved  very  successful.  He  continued  in  office  until 
1878,  when  he  insisted  upon  being  relieved.  He  still 
continues  as  a  director,  and  is  regular  at  the  meetings 
of  the  board. 

In  1888  a  movement  was  made  towards  building  a 
railroad  from  this  city  to  Taunton,  to  form  a  through 
connection  to  Boston  and  Providence,  and  a  charter 
obtained.  At  the  organization  of  the  company,  Mr. 
Grinnell  was  urged  to  accept  the  presidency,  and 
finally  accepted  and  continued  at  its  head  as  long  as 
it  remained  a  separate  corporation.  The  same  year  he 
was  chosen  a  councilor  of  Massachusetts,  and  re-elected 
in  1839  and  1840,  when  he  declined  serving  longer. 

In  1840  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  directors  of  the 
Boston  and  Providence  Railroad,  and  in  1841  its 
president,  in  wiiich  ofiice  he  continued  until  1846, 
when  he  declined  serving  longer,  but  continued  us 
director  until  1863,  when  he  retired  from  the  board. 


In  1848,  Mr.  Grinnell  was  elected  to  Congress  from 
this  district  to  serve  the  unexpired  term  of  Hon. 
Barker  Bumell,  who  had  deceased,  and  was  re-elected 
for  the  three  succeeding  terms,  making  a  service  of 
eight  years  in  the  House  of  Representatives.  He 
declined  serving  longer. 

It  would  fill  too  large  a  space  to  follow  him  in  his 
Congressional  career.  His  eminent  practical  ability 
and  large  knowledge  of  mercantile  affairs  made  his 
services  very  valuable.  He  was  on  the  Committees 
of  Post-Offices  and  Post  Roads,  Manufactures  and 
Commerce.  He  had  the  respect  of  the  whole  House, 
and  every  bill  introduced  by  him  was  passed,  notwith- 
standing a  strong  opposition  to  some  of  the  measures 
he  advocated. 

To  him  we  are  indebted  for  the  first  reduction  on 
postage  to  five  cents  upon  a  single  letter  to  any  place 
in  the  United  States ;  for  the  ventilation  of  ships,  and 
hence  the  disappearance  of  ship  fever;  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  life- boats  at  various  stations  upon  the 
coast,  and  for  various  other  matters  of  national  bene- 
fit. During  his  service  upon  the  Committee  of  Manu- 
factures his  mind  was  strongly  impressed  of  the  neces- 
sity of  some  other  business  than  that  of  the  whale 
fisheries  being  introduced  into  his  native  town.  He 
saw  clearly  that  the  time  was  fast  approaching  when 
that  pursuit  would  become  precarious  and  unprofit- 
able, and  if  there  were  no  other  calling  offered,  that 
the  town  would  gradually  decay  and  be  deserted  by 
the  rising  generation. 

He  took  occasion  to  refer  to  it  in  conversation  with 
the  leading  merchants  here,  and  in  the  course  of  a 
year  or  two  a  strong  feeling  grew  up  in  favor  of 
investing  some  of  the  surplus  wealth  in  manufac- 
tures. 

A  charter  was  obtained  in  1856  for  a  cotton-factory^ 
but  Mr.  Grinnell  at  that  time  declined  embarking  in 
the  enterprise  on  account  of  the  high  price  of  every- 
thing connected  with  the  business.  In  1848  a  reaction 
took  place,  material  and  machinery  became  cheap, 
and  he  then  came  forward  and  urged  the  erection  of 
a  factory.  A  charter  was  obtained,  and  a  capital  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  subscribed, 
with  the  understanding  that  he  should  be  the  presi- 
dent, although  reluctant  to  accept  the  position,  as  he 
had  no  practical  knowledge  of  the  business.  Having 
accepted,  however,  he  gave  his  whole  mind  to  the 
work.  The  kind  and  quality  of  goods  to  be  manu- 
factured was  mainly  the  decision  of  its  president,  and 
to  that  decision  probably  is  owing  the  great  success 
that  has  attended  the  enterprise.  A  more  detailed 
description  is  given  in  the  history  of  the  Wamsutta 
Mills.  He  still  remains  president,  and  daily  gives 
his  attention  to  the  general  supervision  of  its  affairs. 

Mr.  Grinnell  has  been  twice  married.  His  first 
wife  was  Surah,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Abraham  Rus- 
sell of  this  town,  to  whom  he  was  married  May  14, 
1812.  For  fifty  years  nlie  was  his  helpmate,  filling 
her  place  with  a  dignity  and  kindness  that  endeared 
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her  to  every  one  that  approached  her.  She  deceased 
July  27, 1862. 

Hi8  flccond  wife  waa  Mrs.  Ilchecca  Kinsman,  daugh- 
ter of  Mr.  Abijnh  Chace,  of  6alein,  a  lady  of  superior 
mental  ability,  greatly  beloved  by  all  her  friends,  and 
admired  by  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  With 
her  he  again  visited  Europe  in  1869,  partly  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Wamsutta  Mills,  and  partly  to  gratify 
the  strong  desire  of  his  wife  and  himself  to  attend  the 
yearly  meeting  of  Friends  in  Dublin  and  London. 
They  returned  in  the  fall  after  a  six  months'  absence. 

Mrs.  ReSecca  Grinnell  deceased  July  6, 1882.  His 
great  age  sits  lightly  upon  him.  His  long  life  is  al- 
most coeval  with  his  native  town,  and  he  h§s  seen  it 
grow  from  a  small  village  to  its  present  proportions. 
Its  industries,  business  and  wealth  have  all  been 
created  within  his  knowledge,  and  many  of  its  enter- 
prises have  received  his  fostering  care  and  assistance. 
He  has  mingled  freely  with  the  leading  men  of  the 
nation,  and  is  widely  known  and  honored. 

Strict  integrity,  a  prompt  discharge  of  duty,  a  clear 
head,  and  strong  common  sense  have  made  him  our 
foremost  citizen  clarum  et  venerabile  nomen. 


THE  ROTCn  FAMILY  OF  NANTUCKET  AND  NBW 

BEDFORD. 

The  ancestors  of  this  family,  which  has  been  so 
prominently  connected  with  the  early  history  of 
Nantucket  and  New  Bedford,  came  from  Salisbury, 
England,  and  settled  first  in  Provincetown,  Scituate, 
and  other  places  in  Eastern  Massachusetts.  The  first 
of  the  name  who  is  mentioned  among  the  genealogi- 
cal records  of  New  England  was  William  Rotch,  who 
was  born  in  Salisbury  in  1670,  and  came  to  America 
about  the  year  1700  or  soon  afler,  settling  in  Prov- 
incetown. The  records  show  that  early  in  the 
eighteenth  century  he  was  a  prominent  citizen  and 
took  an  active  part  in  town  matters.  His  name  often 
appears  in  subscriptions  for  valuable  publications, 
and  among  the  archives  of  Massachusetts  is  a  petition 
presented  in  1741  io  the  Legislature  by  citizens  of 
Provincetown,  in  which  WiUinm  Rotch  signs  first. 

William  Rotch,  of  Provincetown,  had  two  sons, 
Joseph  and  Benjamin.  The  former  lived  in  Brain- 
tree  and  Falmouth,  and  afterwards  went  to  Nan- 
tucket, where  he  married  Love  Macy,  a  descendant 
of  Thomas  Macy,  the  first  immigrant  to  Nantucket, 
in  1659.  From  Joseph  Rotch  and  Love  Macy  are 
descended  the  Rotches  of  Nantucket  and  New  Bed- 
ford, while  Benjamin,  the  second  son  of  William, 
was  the  ancestor  of  the  Provincetown  branch,  whose 
descendants  now  live  at  Easton,  Mass.,  Mount  Ver- 
non, N.  H.,  Martha's  Vineyard,  and  other  places. 

Joseph  Rotch  (1704^4)  was  an  enterprising  mer- 
chant of  Nantucket,  and  was  held  in  high  estimation 
by  his  fellow-citizens.  In  1765  he  removed  to  New 
Bedford,  whose  beautiful  harbor  he  selected  as  being 
especially  eligible  and  advantageous  for  the  prosecu- 


tion of  the  whale-fishery.  '*  This  event,''  as  stated 
by  one  of  the  historians  of  New  Bedford, "  was  of 
the  utmost  importance,  and  this  acquisition  of  capi* 
tal,  accompanied  with  the  ripe  experience,  clear- 
headed sagacity,  and  skilled  methods  of  this  accom- 
plished merchant,  gave  an  impetus  to  the  infant 
industry  of  New  Bedford,  which  insured  its  perma- 
nence and  success."  New  Bedford  was  originally  a 
part  of  Dartmouth,  but  as  a  little  village  had  already 
begun  to  appear,  it  was  thought  necessary  to  give  it 
a  particular  designation  from  the  rest  of  the  old 
township ;  and  upon  a  public  occasion  Joseph  Rotch 
suggests  that  the  name  should  be  "Bedford,"  in 
honor  of  Joseph  Russell,  who  bore  the  family  name 
of  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  which  was  readily  adopted 
by  the  rest  of  tlie  inhabitants. 

Mr.  Rotch  purchased  from  Joseph  Russell,  besides 
several  smaller  lots,  ten  acres  of  land  in  one  tract  in 
the  centre  of  what  is  now  the  business  portion  of  the 
city  of  New  Bedford,  and  was  identified  in  many 
ways  with  the  early  history  of  the  town.  His  house, 
situated  on  what  was  formerly  known  as  Rotch's  Hill, 
Water  Street,  was  burned  by  the  British  troops  during 
the  Revolutionary  war. 

His  family  consisted  of  three  sons,  William,  Joseph, 
and  Francis. 

William  Rotch  (1734-1828)  was  born  in  Nantucket, 
where  he  lived  until  the  close  of  the  war.  His  com- 
parative wealth,  integrity,  and  heroic  devotion  to 
what  he  believed  was  right,  rendered  him  a  conspicU'* 
ous  man  in  the  community,  and  enabled  him  to 
render  important  services  to  his  fellow-citizens, 
whether  he  pleaded  the  cause  of  the  helpless  and. 
destitute  upon  the  quarter-deck  of  a  British  man*of^ 
war,  or  before  the  Provincial  Council  at  Boston. 

In  a  sketch  of  his  personal  recollections  during  the 
war  he  said,  "  From  the  year  1775  to  the  end  of  the 
war  we  were  in  continual  embarrassments.  Our  ves- 
sels were  captured  by  the  English,  and  we  were  some- 
times in  danger  of  being  starved.  The  exposed  situ- 
ation of  the  island  made  it  extremely  difllcult  to  elude 
the  numerous  cruisers  that  were  always  in  the  vicinity, 
and  months  would  frequently  elapse  before  any  sup- 
plies could  be  obtained  from  the  main  land." 

The  troubles  of  Nantucket  did  not  end  with  the 
war,  the  whale  fishery  being  ruined  by  the  heavy 
"  alien  duty"  of  eighteen  pounds  sterling  per  ton  im- 
posed upon  American  oil  for  the  protection  of  British 
subjects.  Great  Britain  being  then  the  "  only  market 
of  any  consequence  for  sperm  oil."  Sperm  oil  was 
sold  at  Nantucket  after  the  peace  at  seventeen  pounds 
per  ton,  which  before  the  war  was  worth  thirty  pounds. 
Mr.  Rotch  estimates  the  losses  he  had  sustained  by 
captures  during  the  Revolutionary  war  at  sixty  thou-, 
sand  dollars,  and  for  two  years  afler  the  war  the 
business  was  continued  at  a  certain  loss.  In  this  des- 
perate state  of  things  Mr.  Rotch  saw  no  alternative 
for  the  prosecution  of  his  business  but  to  proceed  to 
England  and  endeavor  to  establish  the  whale  fishery 
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there.  He  bad  several  interviews  with  William  Pitt, 
the  chancellor  of  the  Excheqaer,  and  with  Lord 
Hawksbury,  but  they  would  not  consent  to  the  intro- 
duction into  England  of  any  American-built  ships. 
Mr.  Botch  proceeded  to  France  and  laid  his  proposi- 
tions before  the  comptroller  of  finance,  the  minister 
of  foreign  affairs,  and  other  officials,  who  extended  a 
cordial  welcome,  and  the  business  was  finally  estab- 
lished at  Dunkirk. 

'*  Full  of  most  interesting  incident  is  the  story  of 
William  Rotch's  residence  in  France.  The  striking 
and  instructive  aspect  of  his  life  while  there  is  that 
perfect  harmony  and  consistency  of  character  main- 
tained by  him  in  all  the  circumstances  in  which  he 
was  placed.  The  French  revolution  brought  suffer- 
ing and  danger  to  him  and  his  family,  but  there  was 
no  wavering  in  the  firmness  with  which  he  maintained 
the  principles  of  his  faith, — as  true  to  him  when  the 
mob  howled  about  his  dwelling  at  Dunkirk  as  when 
he  plead  the  cause  of  Christian  liberty  before  the 
National  Assembly  at  Paris,  with  Mirabeau  as  its 
president.'' 

True  tp  his  Quaker  principles,  when  he  appeared 
before  the  National  Assembly  he  refused  to  take  off 
his  hat  or  to  wear  one  of  the  cockades  which  were 
considered  necessary  for  every  one  in  order  to  avert 
suspicion  on  the  part  of  the  lower  classes. 

**  In  the  course  of  the  year  1792,"  he  writes,  "  fresh 
trials  awaited  us.  A  great  insurrection  took  place  in 
Dunkirk,  founded  upon  a  rumor  of  the  exportation 
of  corn.  Several  houses  were  attacked,  their  furni- 
ture totally  destroyed,  and  many  of  our  friends  but 
just  escaped  with  their  lives.  Martial  law  was  pro- 
claimed, and  whenever  five  men  were  seen  together  in 
the  evening  or  night  orders  were  given  to  fire  upon 
them.  Upon  the  announcement  of  a  victory  of  the 
French  over  the  Austrians  a  general  illumination 
was  ordered,  but  as  we  could  take  no  part  in  war,  we 
refused  to  join  in  rejoicings  for  victory.  *Well,* 
said  the  mayor,  'keep  to  your  principles.  Your 
houses  are  your  own,  but  the  streets  are  ours,  and  we 
shall  puniue  such  measures  as  we  think  proper  for  the 
peace  of  this  town.'  We  retired,  though  not  without 
some  fear  that  they  would  send  an  armed  force.  How- 
ever, they  took  another  method,  and  sent  men  to  erect 
a  frame  before  our  bouse  and  hang  a  dozen  lamps 
upon  it.  The  mayor  had  also  the  great  kindness  to 
have  a  similar  frame  with  lamps  placed  before  his 
own  house,  in  addition  to  the  usual  full  illumination, 
and  he  placed  a  man  in  front  of  our  house  to  assure 
the  people  that  we  were  not  opposed  to  the  govern- 
ment." 

In  1793,  when  war  was  imminent  between  England 
and  France,  it  became  necessary  to  leave  Dunkirk  to 
prevent  the  capture  of  the  ships  by  the  English.  Mr. 
Rotch  writes  as  follows:  "Two  of  our  ships  were  cap- 
tured full  of  oil  and  condemned,  but  we  recovered 
both  by  my  being  in  England,  where  I  arrived  two 
weeks  before  the  war  took  place. 


"  Louis  XVI.  was  guillotined  two  days  after  I  left 
France,  an  event  solemnly  anticipated  and  deeply 
deplored  by  many  who  dared  not  manifest  what  they 
felt" 

He  finally  left  Europe,  July  24,  1794,  with  hla 
family  in  the  ship  "  Barclay,"  and  after  a  long  passage 
of  sixty -one  days  once  more  reached  America.  After 
a  year's  residence  in  Nantucket,  he  removed  to  New 
Bedford  in  1795,  where  he  remained  till  his  death,  in 
1828,  in  his  ninety-fifth  year.  His  residence  was  the 
"  Mansion  House,"  at  the  corner  of  Union  and  North 
Second  Streets.  * 

The  author  of  *<The  History  of  New  Bedford" 
speaks  of  him  as  follows:  "His  venerable  and  patri- 
archal appearance  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  is 
well  remembered  by  the  writer.  Tall  and  dignified 
in  his  person,  his  face  expressive  of  benevolence,  with 
his  long  silvery  locks  and  the  drab-colored  suit  of  the 
style  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  combined  with  his 
noble  and  philanthropic  character,  rendered  him  an 
object  of  profound  respect  to  his  fellow-citizens,  as 
well  as  to  his  numerous  friends  among  the  distin- 
guished merchants  and  men  in  public  life  at  home 
and  abroad.  He  was  a  fine  specimen  of  a  merchant, 
a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity,  frank,  generous,  high- 
minded  in  its  truest  sense,  of  broad  and  libera]  views, 
a  friend  of  the  oppressed  and  down- trodden,  in  fine,  a 
more  perfect  character  it  has  never  fallen  to  our  lot  to 
know,  and  is  probably  rarely  to  be  met  with  in  any 
community." 

William  Botch  was  the  owner  of  the  famous  ship 
**  Bedford,"  which  first  displayed  the  American  flag 
in  British  waters,  an  event  which  is  thus  described  in 
Barnard's  "  History  of  England :" 

"The  ship  'Bedford,'  Capt.  Moores,  belonging  to 
the  Massachusetts,  arrived  in  the  Downs  on  the  3d  of 
February,  1783,  and  was  re|>orted  at  the  custom-house 
on  the  6th  instant.  She  was  not  allowed  regular  en- 
try until  some  consultation  had  taken  place  between 
the  commissioners  of  the  customs  and  the  Lords  of 
Council,  on  account  of  the  many  acts  of  Parliament 
in  force  against  the  rebels  of  America.  She  was 
loaded  with  four  hundred  and  eighty-seven  butts  of 
whale-oil,  is  American  built,  manned  wholly  by 
American  seamen,  and  belongs  to  the  island  of  Nan- 
tucket, in  Massachusetts.  This  is  the  first  vessel 
which  has  displayed  the  thirteen  rebellious  stripes  of 
America  in  any  British  port." 

Francis  Rotch  (1750-1822),  the  younger  brother  of 
William,  was  also  a  successful  merchant  and  the 
owner  of  several  ships,  among  which  was  the  *'  Dart- 
mouth," from  which  the  tea  was  thrown  overbounl  in 
Boston  harbor  Dec.  16,  1773. 

It  is  a  remarkable  coincidence  that,  by  two  occur- 
rences associated  with  the  beginning  and  close  of  the 
war,  the  two  ships,  "Dartmouth"  and  "  Hcdford," 
owned  by  the  two  brothers,  Francis  and  WIHiam 
Rotch,  should  have  thus  made  memorable  the  names 
of  the  mother  town  and  the  infant  village. 
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Nancy  Rotch,  the  widow  of  PVancis,  lived  during 
the  latter  years  of  her  life  on  the  corner  of  Walnut 
and  Sixth  Streets  in  New  Bedford. 

William  Rotch,  Jr.  (1769-1860).  was  born  at  Nan- 
tucket, and  moved  to  New  Bedford  soon  after  the 
Revolutionary  war,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  is  well  remembered  by  many  persons 
now  living  as  one  of  the  prominent  merchants  of 
New  Bedford  during  the  first  half  of  the  present  cen- 
tury. He  was  one  of  the  incorporators  and  the  first 
president  of  the  New  Bedford  Institution  for  Savings 
in  1826.  He  subscribed  nearly  half  of  the  money 
raised  for  the  erection  of  the  Friends'  Academy, 
which  was  built  in  1811,  upon  land  given  for  the  pur- 
pose by  his  father,  and  was  the  first  treasurer  of  the 
board  of  trustees,  his  father  being  the  first  president. 

His  residence  for  many  years  was  the  building  now 
occupied  by  the  Bethel  Boarding-House,  then  situ- 
ated at  the  corner  of  William  and  Water  Streets, 
nearly  opposite  the  Merchants'  National  Bank.  He 
lived  afterwards  on  County  Street,  his  house  and 
grounds  being  purchased  afler  his  death  by  the  late 
Edward  C.  Jones. 

One  of  his  especial  characteristics  was  his  hospi- 
tality towards  strangers  coming  to  New  Bedford, 
whether  rich  or  poor,  whom  he  entertained  with  sim- 
plicity and  courtliness. 

He,  as  well  as  his  father,  was  an  earnest  advocate 
of  the  anti-slavery  cause,  and  assisted  many  a  bond- 
man to  obtain  his  freedom. 

Benjamin  Rotch,  the  second  son  of  William  Rotch, 
Sr.,  was  born  at  Nantucket,  and  accompanied  his 
father  to  England  and  France  in  1786.  Afler  the 
outbreak  of  the  French  revolution,  wh^n  his  father 
returned  to  America,  Benjamin  went  to  England,  and 
soon  after  to  Milford  Haven,  where  he  established  the 
whale-fishery  under  the  auspices  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment. He  afterwards  went  to  London,  where  he 
and  his  wife  lived  during  the  remainder  of  their 
lives. 

Two  of  the  children  of  Benjamin — Francis  and 
Eli»i — came  to  America,  where  they  married  and  re- 
mained until  their  death.  Francis  married  Ann 
Morgan,  sister  of  Charles  W.  Morgan,  of  New  Bed- 
iord,  and  Eliza  married  Professor  John  Farrar,  a  cele- 
brated mathematician  of  Cambridge. 

Mrs.  Farrar  (1792-1870)  was  an  authoress  of  some 
note.  Among  her  earliest  publication:}  are  "The 
Children's  Robinson  Crusoe,"  "  Life  of  Lafayette," 
"  Howard,"  and  "  Youth's  Letter  Writer."  Her  most 
popular  work, "  Young  Lady's  Friend"  (1887),  passe<l 
through  many  editions  in  the  United  States  and  Eng- 
land. Her  "  Recollections  of  Seventy  Years,"  pub- 
lished in  1866,  contains  many  interesting  anecdotes 
of  the  distinguished  persons  whom  she  met  during 
her  eventful  life,  and  she  was  considered  one  of  the 
most  accomplished  and  refined  women  of  her  time. 

The  second  son  of  Benjamin  Rotch,  named  also 
Benjamin,  was  a  barrister  in  London,  a  member  of 


Parliament,  and  chairman  for  several  years  of  the 
board  of  Middlesex  magistrates  in  London. 

The  youngest  son,  Thomas  Dickason,  was  brought 
up  as  a  civil  engineer,  and  was  noted  for  his  inven- 
tive ability.  His  son,  William  D.,  is  a  distinguished 
barrister,  formerly  of  London,  now  of  Liverpool,  and 
is  a  great  admirer  of  American  institutions  and  re- 
publican principles. 

William  Rotch,  Jr.  (1769-1860),  married  Elizabeth 
Rodman,  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  had  five  children, — 
Sarah,  who  married  James  Arnold,  of  New  Bedford ; 
William  R.,  who  married  Caroline  Stockton,  of 
Princeton,  N.  J. ;  Joseph,  who  married  Ann  Smith, 
of  Philadelphia ;  Thomas,  who  married  Susan  Ridge- 
way,  of  Philadelphia ;  and  Mary,  who  married  Charles 
Fleming  and  afterwards  Oeorge  B.  Emerson.  Wil- 
liam R.  Rotch  had  two  children,  Horatio  and  Mary 
(who  married  Capt  Charles  Hunter,  of  Newport). 

Joseph  Rotch  ^1790-1889)  had  five  children,— 
Elizabeth  (who  married  Joseph  Angier),  Benjamin 
S.,  William  J.,  Rodman,  and  Joanna. 

Benjamin  S.  Rotch  (1817-82)  graduated  at  Har- 
vard in  1838,  he  and  his  brother  William  being  the 
two  marshals  of  the  class  which  numbered  among  its 
members  Lowell,  Eustis,  Devens,  Story,  and  many 
other  well-known  men.  In  1846  he  married  the  eldest 
daughter  of  the  Hon.  Abbott  Lawrence,  and  accom- 
panied the  latter  to  England  when  he  was  appointed 
our  minister  at  the  court  of  St.  James.  It  was  dur- 
ing this  and  subsequent  visits  to  Europe  that  he  had 
the  opportunity  to  improve  and  cultivate  that  interest 
in  the  fine  arts  which  rendered  his  influence  in  artis- 
tic matters  most  valuable.  His  careful  study  of  for- 
eign collections,  supplemented  by  practical  work, 
made  him  a  competent  and  fastidious  critic,  as  well 
as  a  painter  whose  landscapes  have  shown  to  advan- 
tage in  many  local  exhibitions.  He  was  a  trustee  of 
the  Boston  Athenieum  and  of  the  Museum  of  Fine 
Arts,  and  chairman  of  its  committee.  He  also  filled 
most  successfully  many  other  public  and  private  offices 
which  were  confided  to  him. 

He  had  seven  children, — Edith,  Arthur,  Aim^ 
(who  married  Winthrop  Sargent),  Catharine  (de- 
ceased), Annie  L.,  William  (deceased),  and  Abbott 
Lawrence. 

Arthur  Rotch.  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1871,  and 
then  pursued  a  thorough  course  of  architecture  at  the 
" kco\e  des  Beaux  Arts"  at  Paris.  On  his. return 
from  abroad  he  settled  in  Boston,  where  he  has  been 
very  successful  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and 
has  paid  considerable  attention  to  matters  pertaining 
to  art  and  music. 

Abbott  Lawrence  Rotch  at  an  early  age  exhibited 
a  decided  taste  for  mechanical  engineering,  and  is  now 
a  student  in  the  Institute  of  Technology  in  Boston. 

William  J.  Rotch  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1838,  in 
the  same  class  with  his  brother  Benjamin,  with  whom 
he  was  afterwards  associated  in  many  business  enter- 
prises.   Together  with  L.  A.  Plummer,  of  New  Bed- 
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ford,  they  founded  the  Neir  Bedford  Oorda|^  Com- 
pany,  which  hM  alwayi  been  one  of  the  moat  aaecen 
ful  corporation!  of  that  eitj.  In  later  yean  the  two 
brothers  were  among  the  fiial  to  dIaeoTer  and  develop 
the  value  of  the  McKay  sewlng-maoblne^  whloh  has 
since  won  a  world-wide  repntatidn. 

William  J.  Botch  has  been  prominently  connected 
with  nearly  all  the  important  baaine«  enterprises  of 
New  Bedford  for  many  yean^  and  has  held  numerous 
offices,  both  public  and  private,  of  honor  and  trust. 
In  1852,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-three,  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  the  city.  He  has  been  treasurer  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  the  FriAds*  Academy  since  1850, 
and  has  been  a  director  in  many  mannfkoturing 
companies,  railroad  corporations,  and  banks  in  New 
Bedford  and  Boston. 

In  1842  he  married  Emily  Morgan,  daughter  of 
Charles  W.  Morgan,  of  New  Bedford,  who  died  in 
1861.  They  had  eight  children,.  Charles  M.  (de- 
ceased), William,  Helen,  Morgan,  Isabel  M.  (who 
married  Pierre .  Beveranoe),  Sarah  B.  (who  married 
Frederick  Swift),  Emily  M.,  and  Anna  S.  In  1866  he 
married  Clara  Morgan,  and  they  had  one  daughter, 
Mary  R. 

After  1876  Mr.  Botch  lived  in  Boston  during  the 
winter,  and  in  1881  he  went  abroad  with  his  wife  and 
four  daughters,  returning  in  the  fall  of  188S.  His 
residence  on  County  Street^  in  New  Bedford,  sur-. 
rounded  by  extensive  lawns  and  gardens,  which  cover 
several  acres  near  the  centre  of  the  city,  has  for  many 
years  been  considered  one  of  the  finest  in  Southern 
Massachusetts,  and*  when  occupied  by  its  former 
owner,  James  Arnold,  its  spacious  grounds  andgreen- 
houses,  filled  with  rare  exotic  plants,  were  among  the 
principal  objects  of  interest  to  all  strangers  who  visited 
the  city. 

William  Botch  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1865,  and 
after  a  three-years'  couiae  at  the  ''IScole  Impe- 
riale  Centrale  des  Arts  et  Manufactures''  at  Paris,  re- 
ceived the  diploma  of  "  Ingenleur  civil"  in  1869.  In 
1871  he  was  appointed  assistant  engineer  of  the  Fall 
River  Water- Works,  the  construction  of  which  was 
begun  a  few  months  later;  and  in  1874  he  was  ap- 
pointed chief  engineer  and  superintendent,  retaining 
the  position  until  the  completion  of  the  works.  He 
resigned  this  office  in  1880,  and  removed  to  Boston, 
where  he  was  appointed  consulting  engineer  and  pur- 
chasing agent  of  the  Mexican  Central  Bail  way  Com- 
pany. He  has  been  consulting  engineer  and  treasurer 
of  several  other  railroad  corporations  during  the  last 
three  years. 

In  1873  he  married  Mary  Botch  Eliot,  daughter  of 
Hon.  Thomas  D.  Eliot,  M.  C,  and  has  had  five  chil- 
dren,— Edith  Eliot,  William,  Jr.,  Charles  Morgan, 
Mary  Eliot  (deceased),  and  Clara  Morgan. 

Morgan  Botch  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1871,  and 
has  since  been  engaged  in  business  in  New  Bedford 
as  a  cotton-broker.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Common  Council,  is  a  director  of  the  National  Bunk  of 


Oommerce  of  Now  Bedford,  and  of  several  other  oor- 
porations.  In  1879  he  married  Josephine  O.,  dangh« 
ter  of  Joseph  O.  Orinnell,  of  Now  Bedford,  and  has 
had  two  ohildren,  Arthur  Orinnell  and  Emily  Mor^ 
gan. 

Rodman  Botch  (1821-54)  left  Now  Bedford  at  an 
early  age^  and  settled  in  Philadelphia,  where  he 
died  at  the  age  of  thir^-three.  He  married  Helen 
Moigan,  daughter  of  Thomas  W.  Moigan,  of  Pfalla- 
delphia,  and  had  two  children,  Anna  8.  and  Thomas 
Morgan. 

Thomas  Morgan  Botch  graduated  at  Harvard  in 
1870,  and,  aAer  studying  three  years  at  the  Harvard 
Medical  School,  and  holding  the  position  of  house 
physician  at  the  Massadiusetts  General  Hospital  for 
one  year,  took  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He 
next  studied  for  two  yearn  in  the  hospitals  of  Ger- 
many and  France,  and  then  returned  to  Boston, 
where  he  began  to  practioe  in  1876.  He  was  ap- 
pointed Instructor  in  Diseases  of  Ohildren  in  the 
Harvard  Medical  School,  and  has  since  held  poslttons 
in  the  Boston  Dispensary,  the  Boston  City  Hospital, 
and  the  Children's  Hospital.  In  1874  he  married 
Helen,  daughter  of  William  J.  Botch,  of  New  Bed- 
ford, and  has  one  son,  Thomas  Morgan  Botch,  Jr. 

Seven  generations  of  this  fomily  have  lived  upon 
the  soil  of  New  Bedford  from  the  time  when  Joseph 
Botch  purchased  the  **  ten-acre  lot"  in  1786,  and  sug- 
gested the  name  of  the  town,  and  prpbably  no  one 
family  has  had  a  greater  influence  in  developing  its 
character  and  shaping  its  history. 


JONATHAN  UOURNB. 

Jonathan  Bourne,  son  of  Jonathan  and  Hannah 
Tobey  Bourne,  was  bom  in -the  village  of  Monument, 
town  of  Sandwich,  Mass.,  March  25, 1811,  and  was 
the  tenth  of  a  family  of  eleven  children.  His  father 
a  man  of  inflexible  will,  strong  good  sense,  and  ster- 
ling integrity,  was  a  farmer,  and  his  sous  were  trained 
to  habits  of  industry  and  learned  the  lessons  of  self- 
reliance.  At  the' age  of  seventeen  Mr.  Bourne  came 
to  this  city  and  entered  the  store  of  John  B.  Taylor, 
remaining  there  nine  months,  and  then  spent  the  win- 
ter months  at  home  in  attendance  at  the  village  school. 
The  next  spring  he  again  came  to  New  Bedford,  wbere 
he  attended  for  a  few  months  the  school  of  B.  F.  Fry, 
and  after  a  brief  visit  to  his  home,  found  employment 
in  the  grocery-store  of  John  Webster,  under  the  Man- 
sion House,  with  whom,  afler  ashort  time,  he  entered 
into  partnership.  Soon  afterwards  he  purchased  Mr. 
Webster's  interest,  and  managed  the  business  alone 
until  1888,  when  he  sold  out  to  the  late  Qeorge  W. 
Howland,  as  his  whaling  investments  were  becoming 
imporUmt  enough  to  demand  his  full  attention.  Ho 
retained,  however,  an  oilico  iit  his  old  hIuikI,  and  being 
engaged  largely  both  as  owner  and  agent  in  the  whale 
fishery,  he  carried  on  his  business  there  until  1848, 
when  he  moved  into  the  counting-room  on  Merriirs 
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wharf  which  he  has  since  continuously  occupied. 
Devoted  to  his  business,  he  rapidly  increased  it,  until 
he  became  at  one  time  the  owner,  probably,  of  more 
whaling  tonnage  than  any  other  man  in  the  country, 
if  not  in  the  world. 

During  the  late  civil  war,  when  other  owners,  dis- 
heartened at  the  prospects  of  the  fishery,  were  selling 
their  vessels  to  the  government  to  be  sunk,  stone- 
laden,  at  the  mouth  of  Charleston  Harbor,  Mr.  Bourne 
kept  his  faith  in  the  enterprise  and  purchased  five 
ships,  retaining  the  entire  ownership  of  three  of  them, 
and  prosecuted  the  business  with  redoubled  vigor,  and 
with  results  proving  his  sagacity. 

Always  interested  in  politics,  first  as  a  Whig  and 
later  as  a  Republican,  Mr.  Bourne  has  never  held  any 
political  office,  except  that  of  alderman,  which,  during 
the  early  history  of  the  city,  he  filled  for  five  con- 
secutive years.  Decided  in  his  views  upon  all  ques- 
tions that  came  before  the  board,  and  frank  and  fear- 
less in  expressing  them,  he  encountered  persistent 
opposition  at  the  polls,  but  never  failed  of  an  election. 

Mr.  Bourne  was  three  times  chosen  a  delegate  to 
the  National  Republican  Convention,  and  at  Chicago, 
in  1860,  was  the  first  of  the  Massachusetts  delegation 
to  abandon  Seward  and  cast  a  vote  for  Abraham 
Lincoln.  For  five  terms,  of  two  years  each,  he  was 
elected  by  the  LfCgislature  a  State  director  of  the 
Western  (now  the  Boston  and  Albany)  Railroad.  In 
politicH,  as  in  business,  he  has  relied  mainly  upon  his 
own  judgment  of  men  and  measures,  and  always  had 
the  courage  of  his  convictions.  Upon  the  death  of 
Hon.  John  Avery  Parker,  Mr.  Bourne  was  chosen  as 
his  successor  in  the  direction  of  the  Merchants'  Bank, 
and  upon  the  death  of  Charles  R.  Tucker,  in  1876, 
was  unanimously  chosen  president  of  the  bank,  a 
position  he  now  holds.  He  also  succeeded  the  late 
W.  H.  Taylor,  Esq.,  liS  president  of  the  Bristol  County 
Fire  Insurance  Company. 

B[r.  Bourne's  early  educational  advantages  were 
limited  to  those  afforded  by  the  common  schools  in 
his  youth,  open  for  about  two  months  each  winter, 
and  kept  by  men  poorly  paid  and  oflen  as  poorly 
fitted  for  their  work,  and  by  the  brief  term  he  at- 
tended Mr.  Fry's  school  in  New  Bedford.  But  he 
made  good  use  of  them,  and  was  well  fitted  for  the 
larger  school  of  practical  affairs  in  which  he  has 
taken  such  conspicuous  rank.  An  eminently  suc- 
cessful business  man,  the  secret  of  his  success  is  an 
open  one.  It  is  due  to  his  tireless  industry,  to  his 
promptness  that  never  failed  to  meet  every  financial 
obligation,  however  trivial  or  however  large,  to  his 
remarkable  personal  attention  to  details,  and  to  a 
probity  and  courage,  tempered  with  caution,  that 
have  made  him  sagacious  and  successful  beyond  most 
men.  Though  quick  in  his  insight  into  affairs,  and 
sometimes  almost  passionate  in  the  conduct  of  his 
business,  he  has  been  just  in  his  decisions  and  thought- 
ful of  those  connected  with  him. 

Though  in  his  seventy-third  year,  Mr.  Bourne,  by 
10 


his  bodily  vigor,  energy  in  business,  and  spirited  in- 
terest in  affairs,  most  forcibly  illustrates  the  value 
of  active  habits,  possessing  as  he  does,  at  his  ad- 
vanced age,  the  physical  and  mental  elasticity  and 
strength  generally  associated  with  the  prime  of  life. 


JOSEPH  ARTHUR  BBAUVAIS. 

Joseph  Arthur  Beauvais,  son  of  Andrew  and  Pa- 
tience (Ricketson)  Beauvais,  was  born  in  South  Dart- 
mouth, Mass.,  Jan.  21,  1824.  His  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  Clark  and  Mary  (Wood)  Ricketson, 
of  that  town.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Bordeaux, 
France.  The  family  having  been  reduced  by  the 
French  Revolution,  and  to  avoid  conscription  into 
Napoleon's  army,  which  was  then  taking  boys  of 
twelve  years  of  age«  he  was  sent  while  quite  young 
by  his  widowed  mother  to  this  country,  whither 
his  sister,  wife  of  Capt.  James  Rider,  of  Dartmouth, 
had  preceded  him.  He  commanded  for  many  years 
packet-ships  from  New  York  in  the  New  Orleans 
trade,  and  later  in  the  South  American  trade,  chiefly 
with  Buenos  Ayres.  His  uncle,  James  Rider,  was 
also  a  successful  shipmaster,  sailing  from  New  York 
in  the  New  Orleans  and  European  trade.  In  child- 
hood his  father  and  uncle,  with  their  families,  re- 
moved to  New  York,  and  afterwards  to  Astoria,  Long 
Island,  where  his  mother  died.  Ailer  her  decease, 
Cupt.  Rider  having  retired  from  his  seafaring  life  in 
1832,  the  families  returned  to  Stmth  Dartmouth,  and 
he  became  an  inmate  of  his  uncle's  family.  He  was 
tenderly  reared  and  educated  by  his  uncle  and  aunt, 
to  whose  sterling  characters,  excellent  precepts,  and 
careful  training  he  feels  what  success  he  has  met  with 
in  life  is  largely  due.  Capt.  Rider  engaged  quite  ex- 
tensively in  the  whaling  business  in  South  Dartmouth, 
and  subsequently  in  New  Bedford,  where  he  died, 
and  where  his  wife  now  survives  him. 

His  early  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  and 
private  schools  of  Dartmouth.  In  1840  he  came  to 
New  Bedford  and  attended  for  a  short  time  the  Bush 
Street  Grammar  School,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
High  School,  John  F.  Emerson,  principal.  After 
graduating  in  1842,  he  entered  the  counting-room  of 
Barton  Ricketson,  his  uncle,  then  extensively  engaged 
as  managing  owner  of  whaling  and  merchant  vessels, 
and  also  of  the  New  Bedford  Iron-Foundry.  In  1843 
he  became  his  uncle's  book-keeper  and  confidential 
clerk,  where  he  remained  until  November,  1851,  when 
he  assumed  a  like  position  in  the  counting-room  of 
J.  B.  Wood  &  Co.,  then  largely  engaged  in  the  whal- 
ing business.  Here  he  became  interested  with  the 
firm  as  an  owner  in  their  ships,  and  was  at  times 
managing  owner  of  several  merchant  and  coasting 
vessels,  and  also  did  some  business  as  a  broker. 

In  1860  he  was  chosen  treasurer  of  the  New  Bed- 
ford Tannery  Company,  which  built  the  tannery- 
works  on  Court  Street  This  enterprise  not  proving 
remunerative,  after  a  few  years  the  property  changed 
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hands  and  the  corporation  was  diasoWed.  In  1867  he 
was  chos»en  treasurer  of  the  American  Tack  Com- 
pany, of  Fairhaven,  and  suheequently  its  president, 
which  positions  he  still  retains. 

In  February,  1872,  he  severed  a  most  pleasant  and 
harmonious  connection  of  more  than  twenty-one  years 
with  J.  B.  Wood  &  Co.,  and  formed  the  firm  of  I^a- 
vais  &  Co.  (T.  B.  Fuller,  late  book-keeper  of  the 
American  Tack  Company,  as  partner),  and  engaged 
in  private  banking.  In  1874,  assisted  by  H.  A.  Blood, 
of  Fitchburg,  Henry  W.  Phelps,  of  Springfield,  and 
others,  he  organized  the  Fall  River  Railroad  Company, 
of  which  corporation  he  was  president.  This  corpo- 
ration contracted  with  Mr.  Phelps  to  build  the  rail- 
road from  New  Bedford  to  Fall  River.  It  was  opened 
for  travel  December,  1876.  Within  two  years  after 
the  completion  of  the  road  he  resigned  the  jiosition  of 
president,  but  is  still  a  director  in  the  corporation. 

In  May,  1875,  in  connection  with  his  partner  and 
others,  he  organized  the  Citizens'  National  Bank,  of 
which  he  was  chosen  president  and  Mr.  Fuller  cash- 
ier. To  this  bank  the  banking  business  of  Beauvais 
&  Co.  was  transferred.  This  bank  was  organized  with 
a  capital  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
which  has  been  increased  to  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  He  was  one  of  the  original  corporators  and 
for  some  time  a  trustee  of  the  New  Bedford  Five 
Cents'  Savings-Bank,  which  position  he  resigned  after 
a  few  years.  In  1878  he  became  interested  in  the 
organization  of  the  New  England  Mutual  Aid  Society 
for  life  insurance  upon  the  assessment  plan.  Of  this 
society  he  was  president  until  the  removal  of  its 
office  to  Boston  rendered  the  discharge  of  the  duties 
incompatible  with  his  other  engagements. 

Mr.  Beauvais  was  origiually  a  Whig,  and  identified 
himself  with  the  Republican  party  on  its  formation. 
In  religion  he  is  a  Congregationalist.  For  some  time 
he  was  clerk  of  the  Trinitarian  Church,  and  during 
eight  years  was  superintendent  of  its  Sabbath-school. 
At  present  he  is  a  member  of  the  North  Congrega- 
tional Church. 

Mr.  Beauvais  has  ever  been  an  active  business  man, 
and  at  present  is  president  and  treasurer  of  the 
American  Tack  Company,  president  of  the  Citizens' 
National  Bank,  director  in  the  Fall  River  Railroad, 
Grinnell  Manufacturing  Company  of  New  Bedford, 
Fall  River  Bleachery,  Sagamore  Manufacturing 
Company,  Border  City  Manufacturing  Company,  and 
Globe  Street  Railway  Company  of  Fall  River. 

In  May,  1848,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Hannah 
Cotton  Parker,  daughter  of  Ward  M.  and  Hepzabeth 
(Davis)  Parker,  and  their  family  consisted  of  one 
child,  Louise  Cecile,  who  married  Max  Ritter  von 
Schmaedel,  an  artist  of  Munich,  and  died,  leaving  a 
son,  Harold  Parker  von  Schmaedel.  Mrb.  Bnuivais 
died  in  January,  1879,  and  in  June,  1881,  he  married 
Mary  Stetson  Mendell,  daughter  of  Ellis  and  Catha- 
rine (Allen)  Mendell. 


CHARLES  B.  H.  FBSSBNDBN. 

Charles  B.  H.  Fessenden  was  born  in  Sandwich, 
Barnstable  Co.,  July  17, 1813.  He  was  edacated  at 
the  Sandwich  and  Amherst  Academies  and  at  Am- 
herst College,  graduating  from  that  institution  in  the 
class  of  1833.  After  completing  his  law  stadies  at 
the  Dane  I^w  School  and  in  law  offices  he  went  to 
Michigan  in  1838,  commencing  practice  in  the  village 
of  Utica,  Macomb  Co.  In  1839  he  was  a  clerk  in  the 
Michigan  Senate,  and  in  1842  was  a  member  of  iU 
House.  The  latter  year  he  returned  to  his  native 
place,  where  he  opened  an  office  and  continaed  his 
practice  until  1853,  when,  having  been  appointed 
collector  of  the  port  of  New  Bedford,  he  removed  to 
that  city.  He  held  that  position  until  tlie  close  of 
Mr.  Buchanan's  administration.  Soon  after  leaving 
the  office  of  collector,  in  company  with  Mr.  William 
G.  Baker,  he  purchased  the  New  Bedford  Daily  Mer* 
eury,  which  was  published  and  edited  by  them  for 
many  years.  In  1862  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Bris- 
tol County,  and  was  re-elected  in  1866  and  1868.  In 
1869  he  resigned  the  sheriffalty,  having  been  ap- 
pointed United  States  assessor  of  internal  revenue 
for  the  First  Massachusetts  District.  This  office  he 
held  until  by  statute  its  duties  were  merged  in  those 
of  collector,  when  he  was  appointed  to  the  latter 
office  and  retained  it  until  1876,  when  the  number  ot 
revenue  districts  in  the  State  was  reduced  to  three. 
Since  that  time  he  has  held  the  position  of  deputy 
collector  in  the  Third  District,  his  division  being 
nearly  coterminous  with  the  boundaries  of  his  old 
district. 

Mr.  Fessenden  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Swaiin 
Free  School,  and  senior  warden  of  Qraco  Church. 

No  one  who  for  the  last  thirty  years  has  been 
familiar  with  the  business,  political,  and  social  life 
of  New  Bedford,  can  fail  to  have  noticed  the  value 
which  such  a  citizen  as  Col.  Fessenden  is  to  a  com- 
munity. His  activity  in  all  good  works,  his  genial, 
winning,  and  elegant  manners,  his  culture,  the  keen- 
ness of  his  mind,  and  the  brilliancy  of  his  conversa- 
tion have  all  conspired  to  render  him  a  positive  force 
in  the  development  of  the  city  of  his  adoption.  As 
collector  of  customs  and  internal  revenue  he  has 
watched  over  the  interests  of  the  government  with 
scrupulous  care,  while  at  the  same  time  he  has  won 
and  preserved  the  respect  and  esteem  of  those  with 
whom  he  has  been  called  upon  to  deal.  As  editor, 
his  varied  culture  and  the  brightness  and  elegance  of 
his  style  and  sparkling  wit  held  his  paper  up  to  a 
standard  which  digniHed  the  profession  of  journalism 
in  the  community,  and  exerted  a  powerful  influence 
upon  the  manners  and  conduct  of  this  community, 
while  in  his  whole  career  as  sherilf  of  the  countv.  ho 
maintained  the  ancient  dignity  of  the  otlico  and  gave 
to  the  courts  an  imprcssivcness,  the  loss  of  which  can 
only  result  in  great  injury  to  the  orderly  administra- 
tion of  justice.  Certainly  no  history  of  the  bench 
and  bar  of  Bristol  would  be  complete  which  failed  to 
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record  and  call  to  mind  the  days  when  Col.  Fessenden, 
with  his  paraphernalia  of  office,  graced  the  sheriff's 
acat,  with  the  incomparable  crier  opposite,  whose 
"Hear  ye!  Hear  ye  I  Hear  yeP'  was  more  truly  a 
clarion  blast  than  that  blown  on  the  trumpets  by  the 
heralds  of  old,  while  the  "  good  men  and  true"  of  the 
genial  clerk  seemed  to* realise  in  their  tone  and  man- 
Der  the  ideal  utterances  of  a  court  of  justice.  No  one 
who  was  accustomed  to  practice  in  that  court  will  ever 
forget  the  impression  there  received,  and  the  tradition 
of  them  will  be  kept  forever. 


J.  GEORaE   HARRIS. 

Mr.  Harris,  who  is  mentioned  on  page  96  as  editor 
of  a  paper  in  New  Bedford,  became  a  journalist  as 
soon  as  he  was  of  age,  beginning  his  career  as  associ- 
ate editor  of  the  J^fiticnl  Observer  at  New  London  in 
1880;  afterwards  editor  of  the  New  Bev^ford  Daily 
Gauiie,  and  then  acquiring  celebrity  at  Boston  as  a 
political  writer,  he.  was  invited  in  1838  by  distin- 
guished men  of  Washington  City  to  go  to  Tennessee, 
where  he  established  the  Nashville  Union,  which  re- 
flected the  influential  political  opinions  of  Gen.  An- 
drew Jackson,  and  represented  the  rising  fortunes 
of  James  K.  Polk  from  Congressman  to  Governor  and 
Presiflent 

It  is  well  said  by  a  leading  journal  that  in  this 
connection  it  is  not  uninteresting  to  the  people  of 
New  London  County,  Conn.,  to  recall  the  fact  that 
nearly  half  a  century  ago,  when  the  two  great  politi- 
cal parties  of  the  country  were  almost  as  equally  di- 
vided as  they  are  now,  with  Henry  Clay,  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  the  lead  of  the  Whiga,  and  Andrew  Jackson, 
of  Tennessee,  in  the  lead  of  the  Democrats,  two 
young  men,  natives  of  New  London  County,  were 
invited  from  the  North  to  conduct  the  two  leading 
journals  of  the  West  and  shadow  forth  to  the  country 
the  ruling  opinions  and  policy  of  those  two  distin- 
guished leaders  of  men,  as  emanating  from  them  in 
their  retiracy  at  "  Ashland"  and  the  "  Hermitage." 

George  D.  Prentice,  of  Jewett  City,  had  been  called 
to  I>ouisville,  Ky.,  to  conduct  the  tTb^/rno/ as  the  voice 
of  Mr.  Clay,  and  J.  George  Harris,  of  Groton,  was 
invited  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  as  editor  of  the  Union. 
It  was  at  a  time  when  Jackson  and  Clay  were  re- 
garded, in  the  language  of  the  day,  as  '*  the  embodi- 
ment of  the  principles  of  their  parties"  respectively, 
and  the  Journal  and  Union  became  perfectly  oracular 
in  ]K)litics.  From  their  exposed  position  at  the  front 
when  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  were  frontier  States, 
where  the  people  were  to  a  great  extent  a  law  unto 
themselves,  these  New  London  boys  had  repeatedly 
to  stand  fire  with  the  wild  elements  of  Western  poli- 
tics. Of  course  they  were  wide  as  the  poles  asunder 
as  the  representatives  of  their  respective  parties  in 
the  political  arena,  but  their  own  personal  relations, 
established  here  at  an  early  day,  were  never  dis- 
turbed, although,  for  the  amusement  of  the  public, 


they  did  a  good  deal  of  sharpshooting  at  each  other 
between  Louisville  and  Nashville  with  their  quills, 
which  had  a  tendency  rather  to  strengthen  than  to 
weaken  friendship.  The  early  prestige  of  the  Journal 
as  the  voice  of  Mr.  Clay  and  of  the  Union  as  that  of 
Gen.  Jackson  established  their  influence  on  a  founda- 
tion so  Arm  that  it  is  still  maintained  by  them  in  the 
Southwest,  and  in  all  public  affairs  they  now  have 
wider  influence  beyond  the  mountains  than  any  other 
political  newspapers. 

Mr.  Harris  was  commissioned  in  1848  by  Daniel 
Webster,  then  Secretary  of  State,  as  a  commercial 
agent  for  Europe,  and  went  abroad  in  that  capacity. 
If  we  may  judge  from  his  voluminous  reports  to  the 
State  Department,  of  which  so  large  a  number  of 
extra  copies  were  printed  by  the  United  States  Senate, 
his  services  were  highly  appreciated. 

After  Mr.  Polk*s  election  to  the  Presidency  he  in- 
vited Mr.  Harris  to  conduct  the  official  paper  at 
Washing^n,  which  he  declined,  as  he  had  before  de- 
clined the  editorship  of  the  Ifadi$onian,  the  official 
paper  of  Mr.  Tyler's  administration.  Preferring  a 
life  service  in  the  navy  to  temporary  civil  service,  Mr. 
Harris  accepted  in  1845  a  commission  as  disbursing 
officer  of  the  navy,  which  commission,  with  promo- 
tions to  the  highest  rank  of  his  grade,  he  still  holds 
on  the  list  of  officers  retired  for  long  and  faithful 
services. 

The  official  and  personal  relations  of  Mr.  Harris  in 
the  naval  service  have  ever  been  exceedingly  happy. 
In  Hamersly's  '*  Records  of  Living  Naval  Officers" 
it  is  stated  that  Pay  Director  J.  George  Harris  was 
attached  to  the  Gulf  squadron  in  1846-47,  and  during 
the  Mexican  war  he  was  a  member  of  Commodore  M. 
G.  Perry's  staff  on  all  his  shore  expeditions ;  that  he 
was  at  the  capture  of  Tuxpan,  Tabasco,  and  Vera 
Cruz,  receiving  from  the  commodore  special  letters  of 
thanks  for  services  rendered  afloat  and  ashore;  that 
from  1850  to  1854,  inclusive,  he  was  attached  to  the 
Asiatic  fleet,  and  again  with  Commodore  Perry  when 
the  empire  of  Japan  was  opened  to  the  commerce  of 
the  world. 

In  his  introductory  report  of  the  Japan  expedition 
Commodore  Perry  makes  special  mention  of  the  aid 
he  had  received  from  Mr.  Harris  in  preparing  his 
volumes  for  the  use  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Harris  spent  two  years  on  the  coast  of  Africa, 
in  the  fleet  appointed  to  suppress  the  slave  trade,  and 
his  journals,  made  while  on  the  shores  of  Liberia  and 
Guinea,  were  copiously  used  by  Mr.  Gurley,  the  gov- 
ernment agent  at  Liberia,  in  his  reports  to  Congress. 
For  two  years  he  was  attached  to  the  Mediterranean 
squadron.  On  that  cruise  he  sent  home  to  public 
institutions  some  rare  and  curious  antiquities,  which 
are  considered  the  very  best  specimens  of  their  kind. 
During  the  civil  war  he  held  some  of  the  most  respon- 
sible positions  of  trust  in  the  navy,  both  ashore  and 
afloat,  disbursing  several  millions  of  public  money 
without  the  slightest  deficit  or  loss  to  the  government. 
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At  tlie  orgaiiiiation  of  tlie  Orolon  Helgbts  (Coitn.) 
<!enIeiiDial  Coinmittee,  in  1879,  lie  wu  elected  preai- 
-dcnt  of  the  Centenniiil  CommiMion,  and  liia  admin- 

iatratioD  of  its  nlfnin,  that  reaulted  in  such  perfect 
auccesa  on  tho  6tb  and  Ttli  of  Beptcmber,  1S81,  waa 
*h«ructenied  by  good  judgment  and  eiecutivo  nbility. 


CAPT.  HKKBT  TABBR. 
Among  those  who  look  the  "oath  of  fidelity"  in  Ibe 
old  tunnabip  of  Dartmouth  iu  1684  woBThnniNX  Tiilier, 
and  among  tbe  proprietors  of  Dartnioutli  in  Novem- 
ber, 1G94,  we  find  Joseph  Taber,  Thomaa  Taber,  imd 
Thomas  Taber,  Jr.  Among  the  eorly  setltera  iiieii- 
tioned  in  tbe  old  records  we  note  eleven  of  the  name, 
viz.:  Jacob,  Jacob,  Jr.,  John,  Jonathan,  Joacph, 
Philip,  Philip,  Jr.,  Stephen,  Thomas,  Thomas,  Jr., 
and  William.  Thus  for  two  hundred  years  has  tbix 
good  family  of  Friends  been  resident  in  Now  Bedford 
and  neighborhood,  and  connected  with  ita  growth  and 
prosperity. 

Capt.  Henry  Taber,  son  of  Benjamin'  and  Rbobe 
(Ailiin)  Taber,  was  born  in  New  Bedford,  Maas., 
March  29,  1790.  His  g^ea^gralld  father,  lienjamiii 
Taber,  and  Susannah,  his  wife,  bad  tliirCcan  uhildren, 
— EliKabclh,  Joaepb,  Benjamin',  John,  Archeluua, 
Joshua,  Mary,  Jedutban,  Rebecca, Thomas,  Jeremiah, 
Lewis,  and  Seth.  Benjamin',  born  Oct.  10, 1738,  died 
Feb.  5,  1820,  was  twice  married;  (1)  to  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Barnabas  and  Mary  Gardner,  of  Nan- 
tucket. She  died  Feb.  16,  1766.  Their  children  were 
Barnabas,  Daniel,  Benjamin*.  (2)  to  Eunice,  widow 
of  Joseph  Gardner,  and  daughter  of  Richard  end 
Lydia  Worth,  of  Nantucket.  She  was  born  in  1731, 
and  died  iu  1814.  Their  children  were  Barnabas,  Su- 
sannah, and  Frances.  He  waa  the  builder  of  the  flrst 
whale-boat  huill  in  New  Bedford.  Benjamin  Tabor^, 
born  Feb.2, 1760,  married  Rhobe,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Aikin,  born  Jan,  30,  1768,  by  whom  he  had  eight 
children, — Hannah,  Philip  A.,  James,  James',  Henry, 
Thomas,  Shubael,  and  Rhobe.  She  died  May  11, 1801, 
aged  thirty-three.  He  then  married  Merab  Coffin, 
by  whom  ho  had  six  children,— Benjamin  C,  Sarah  C. 
and  Ann  F.  (twins).  Rhobe  A.,  John  W,,  and  Avis  F. 
He  was  a  block-maker,  and  a  very  inventive  genius. 
Ha  received  or  owned  a  patent  for  boring  logs  fur 
aqueducts,  which  buaineaa  ho  followed  so  long  as  ho 
remained  in  New  Bedford.  Tbe  last  part  of  his  life 
waa  passed  in  Victoria,  III.,  where  he  died,  aged  eighty 
yeara.  He  waa  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  and  highly 
esteemed  for  bis  numerous  good  qualities. 

Thomas  Ailiin,  father  of  lihobe,  came  to  New  Bed- 
ford from  Canada.  He  waa  a  man  of  limited  means, 
also  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  nnil  a  blacksmith  by 
trade.  Ho  had  three  aona  and  three  daughters, — 
Abial,  Charles, Timothy, Rhobe,  Abigail,  and  huramy. 
Henry  Taber  remained  with  the  home  circle,  receiving 
a  limited  school  education  and  assisting  his  father  until 
he  was  fourteen.    At  that  age  he  weut  to  sea  as  cabin- 


boy  with  hia  uncle,  John  Wood,  master  of  tlie"  Qeorge 
and  Susan,"  u  ship  now  owned  by  Aikin  &  Swilt,  nud 
doing  good  service.  (His  mother  dicil  wheii  he  was 
but  six  year*  of  age,  and  the  care  of  bis  youth  was 
given  by  his  Aunt  Lummy,  wife  of  Capt,  John  Wood, 
She  kept  house  fur  his  father,  and  won  almnst  a 
mother  to  tho  family.)  This  liMt  voyage  tmik  him  to 
Virginia,  from  whence  they  took  a  lading  of  tobacco 
to  Liverpool.  Hia  second  trip  was  to  Port  Glasgow. 
His  third  was  to  Hamburgh  as  second  mate.  Hia  last 
voyage  was  in  tbe  brig  "  Nancy,"  Capt.  Puckurd,  iifier 
the  war  of  1812,  from  New  York  to  Dublin.  He  Ihuii 
for  one  year  was  chief  mate  under  Capt.  John  WimhI, 
on  a  packet  running  from  New  Bedford  tn  New  York, 
The  fifteen  aubsequent  yeara  he  was  captain  ou  the 
aame  line,  and.  commanded  four  dillerout  veasuts, 
"Orbit,"  "Boston,"  "Experiment,"  and  "Helen," 
owning  u  one-fourth  interest  in  the  last  I  wo.  In  1832, 
Capt.  Tuber  engaged  In  trade  in  Now  Itodford  as  u 
grocer  and  ship-chandler  in  cuuijiiiny  will)  D.ivid 
Sherman,  as  Taber  &  Sbennun,  on  Centre  Street, 
near  tbe  wharf.  Mr.  Sherman  soon  loft  for  Pough- 
keepsie,  N.  Y.,  to  look  after  whaling  interailM  there. 
Alter  two  or  three  years  Oupt.  Tnbcr  fiirnicd  u  part-  - 
nenthip  wltEi  his  sou,  William  U.,  and  s<m-in-luw, 
John  Hunt,  under  firm-title  of  Henry  Taliur  &  Co. 
This  firm  continued  in  successful  and  prosperous  ex- 
iaience  until  March  1, 1866,  when  Capt.  Taber  retired, 
and  the  Rrm-name  changed  to  Taber,  Gordon  &,  Uu. 

About  1S34,  Capt.  Taber  became  quite  largely  in- 
terested in  whaling,  and  amasied  considerable  wealth 
irom  this  source.  He  is  now  largely  interested  la  the 
various  enterpririos  of  New  Bedford.  He  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Mutual  Marine  Insurauce  Company,  now 
suspended,  is  a  director  in  the  Natiuiinl  Bank  of  Com- 
merce, and  is  a  stockholder  in  tliree  dilTereat  banks, 
llehasbeeu  twice  married:  (1)  tu  Nubtiy, daughter uf 
William  and  Nabby  Gordon,  Dec.  16,  1819.  She  ivaa 
born  in  New  Bedford,  March  10,  laiWt,  and  ilied  Nov. 
9, 1831.  The  children  of  this  marriage  were  William 
G.,  born  Aug.  20, 1821 ;  Abhy  (Mr».  .lohn  Hunt),  burn 
Aug.  16.  1824;  and  Robert,  horn  Out,  4,  1831.  (2)  tu 
Sally,  aister  of  first  wife,  Deo.  9,  1882.  She  was  born 
July  20,  18U2.  They  hiul  one  aou,  Henry  A,  (ilo- 
cuased).  (William  Uohlon  died  Jiinu  26,  ISaTi,  agud 
eighty  years.  His  wife,  Niibhy  Cordon,  died  Nov. 
16,  1831,  aged  seventy  years.) 

In  politics,  Capl.  Taber  bos  ever  been  a  Whig  and 
a  Republican.  Believing  in  the  principles  of  these 
parties  he  was  strong  in  their  support,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  two  years,  served  in  the  Statu  lycgiala- 
ture  from  1838  to  1844.  Many  years  Cupt.  Taber  lias 
been  one  of  New  Bedford's  representative  and  mu:t 
successful  busineu)  men.  He  baa  been  induatriuus, 
caulioUB,  and  conservative,  showing  great  financial 
ability  in  the  many  diversifted  and  complicated  in- 
terests in  which  he  has  been  engaged.  Of  strict  in- 
tegrity and  frank  courtesy,  his  manly  qualities  and 
Sterling  worth   have  given   him  stanch   friends  all 
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along  the  patli  of  life,  and  never  wa»  a  friend  betrayed 
who  tninted  his  interests  in  his  hands.  Those  who 
have  known  him  longest  are  to-day  his  wannest 
admirere. 

WILLIAM   PHILLIPS. 

The  firm  of  William  Phillips  &  Son,  for  years  one 
of  the  well-known  commercial  houses  of  New  Bed- 
ford, is  a  copartnership  consisting  of  William  Phillips 
and  Qeorge  R.  Phillips,  father  and  son.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  firm  is  that  of  ship  agents  and  commission- 
merchants,  having  had  considerable  interests  in  the 
whale  fisheries  and  the  buying  and  soiling  of  its  prod- 
ucts from  the  formation  of  the  copartnership  to  the 
present  time. 

The  senior  member  of  this  house,  Mr.  William 
Phillips,  who  is  the  subject  of  this  short  sketch,  was 
born  at  Westport,  in  the  county  of  Bristol,  Jan.  3, 
1801,  and  is,  consequently,  at  the  present  time  nearly 
eighty-two  years  of  sge.  His  father,  Capt.  Edward 
Phillips,  was  born  in  Dartmouth,  in  the  same  county, 
April  6,  1779,  and  died  in  Westport  Jan.  28,  1881. 
He  was  married  to  a  lady  named  Amy  Tripp,  and 
made  his  home  in  that  part  of  Westport  known  as 
Tripp's  wharf,  being  near  Hix's  bridge.  William 
was  the  oldest  son  of  a  family  which  consisted  of 
eight  children,  of  whom  but  two  sisters  and  himself 
are  now  living. 

The  age  of  fourteen  found  him  at  work  as  clerk  in 
a  store  at  the  head  of  Westport  River.  In  this  occu- 
pation he  remained  until  January,  1820,  when  he 
came  to  New  Bedford,  w^ere  he  was  employed  as 
clerk  by  JiOvi  Standish,  of  that  place.  Since  that 
time  he  has  lived  in  New  Bedford  continuously  up  to 
the  present  time.  For  five  years  he  was  engaged  in 
that  or  kindred  occupations,  and  in  1825  entered  the 
office  of  John  Avery  Parker,  of  New  Bedford,  as  clerk 
and  book-keeper.  After  remaining  with  him  about 
three  years  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Mr. 
George  Russell,  and  engaged  in  the  business  of  a  ship- 
chandlery  and  commission-house,  under  the  firm- 
name  of  Phillips  &  Russell. 

In  1832  this  firm,  together  with  John  A.  Parker, 
erected  the  brick  building  known  as  Parker's  Block, 
at  the  foot  of  Middle  Street.  A  few  years  later,  in 
1836,  he  again  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Parker,  at  that 
time  being  a  firm  under  the  name  of  John  A.  Parker 
St  Son,  ns  book-keeper  and  confidential  clerk.  He  re- 
mained in  this  position  until  the  death  of  John  A. 
Parker,  in  December,  1853,  the  firm  having  been  dis- 
solved some  time  previous  by  the  withdrawal  of  the 
son,  Frederick  Parker,  in  1848. 

Mr.  John  A.  Parker,  upon  his  death,  lefl  a  large 
estate  to  be  administered  upon,  and  by  the  terms  of 
his  will  appointed  Mr.  Phillips  accounting  executor 
and  trustee,  with  his  son,  Frederick  Parker,  and  Hon. 
John  H.  Cliflford,  the  two  last  of  whom  died  before 
the  final  settlement  of  the  estate.  The  final  settle- 
ment of  this  estate  was  effected  in  1880,  that  being  the 


time  when  the  last  entries  were  made  and  the  books 
of  the  trust  closed,  although  the  bulk  of  the  estate 
had  long  before  been  distributed. 

The  account- books  of  this  triist  cover  a  period  of 
twenty-seven  years,  and  being  in  the  handwriting  of 
Mr.  Phillips  they  are,  among  other  things,  interesting 
as  showing  the  gradual  change  that  years  make,  "  the 
sensible  yet  imperceptible  growth  of  age."  It  was 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Parker  that  the  firm  of  William 
Phillips  &  Son  was  formed.  In  the  business  of  the 
last  thirty  years  Mr.  Phillips  has  often  been  called 
upon  to  perform  duties  where  integrity  and  a  sound 
knowledge  of  business  were  necessary.  The  offices 
of  executor,  administrator,  and  trustee  for  various 
parties  and  estates,  director  in  insurance,  banking, 
and  manufacturing  concerns  are  among  the  many 
offices  of  trust  and  honor  that  he  has  been  called  to 
fill,  and  has  filled  acceptably  in  every  instance. 

His  life  has  been  almost  entirely  one  of  private 
business, — a  life  whose  lack  of  opportunity  for  dis- 
play has  certainly  not  created  in  him  any  desire  for 
it.  He  is  to-day  one  of  the  sound  practical  business 
men,  a  class  of  people  who  are  by  no  means  the  least 
efficient  in  helping  along  good  deeds  and  good  morals^ 
and  now,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two,  he  may 
justly  feel  proud  of  the  reputation  for  honesty  and 
integrity  he  enjoys,  which  is  one  of  the  results  of  his 
long  life's  work.  Habits  of  industry  formed  and 
practiced  through  long  years  become  second  nature. 
Length  of  years  may  impair  bodily  vigor,  but  in  this 
case  there  is  no  indication  of  any  loss  of  mental 
vigor. 

Daily  at  his  place  of  business,  he  presents  the  ex- 
ample— an  example  by  no  means  of  frequent  occur- 
rence— of  a  man  of  great  age  who  still  has  no  idea  of 
retiring  from  business.  The  life  of  a  private  business 
man  whose  promises  are  kept  and  whose  credit  is 
good  is  apt  to  be  uneventful  as  far  as  the  purposes  of 
a  biographical  sketch  are  concerned.  Such  a  life  is  so 
because  good  credit  accompanies  or  follows  correct 
business  habits,  and  such  habits  mean  the  smooth 
running  of  affairs ;  while  affairs  run  smoothly,  when 
each  day,  though  it  bring  its  work  and  obligations, 
leaves  its  obligations'  complied  with  and  its  labor 
performed.  Such  a  life  has  been  that  of  the  subject 
,of  this  sketch. 

But  lives  with  no  star((ling  events,  no  notorious  or 
famous  acts,  are  the  foundation  and  superstructure  of 
society.  The  famous  and  eventful  lives  may  well 
considered  the  architectural  embellishments,  but  they 
must  have  the  solid  structure  to  form  themselves 
upon.  Half  of  the  beauty  of  a  picture  is  a  suitable 
background.  Trimming  is  a  good  thing  in  its  place, 
but  the  most  essential  thing  is  to  have  something  to 
trim.  Life  is  not  a  dream  is  the  assertion  of  more 
than  one  experience,  and  the  lives  of  great  events 
are  rendered  possible  only  by  just  such  lives  as  the 
one  in  question.  Existence  to  the  mass  is  upright 
aiid  downright  business.    The  value  of  right  living, 
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Atraightrorward  conduct  aud  integrity,  is  no;  eaaily 
meeHured.  We  nre  apt  to  be  dazzled  by  the  strong 
glare  of  what  are  termed  great  iLcliievenieiita,  and,  in 
coaaequence,  place  their  cotnmoa  value  too  high  ;  but 
to  the  people  at  Inrge,  to  the  comniou  brotherhood  of 
man,  for  the  growtli  and  stability  of  good  Molid  cbur- 
itcter  and  true  worth,  the  example  of  a  well-done 
life's  work  IB  of  the  highest  kind  of  value.    E.  J.  L. 


WILLIAM    C.    N.    SWIFT. 

William  Cole  Nye  Swift,  son  of  Reuben  and  Jane 
(Nye)  Swift,  was  born  on  the  Nye  fHrm  in  Piitrhaven, 
Mass.,  April  27,  1816.  (For  ancestral  history.see  bi- 
ography of  R,  N.  Swift,  Acushnet.)  When  William 
was  Ave  years  old  his  father  removed  to  New  Bedford, 
where  he  received  the  educational  advantages  of  pri- 
vate and  academic  schools.  He  entered  Brown  Uni- 
versity in  1831,  being  in  the  class  of  1836,  but  left 
towards  the  end  of  his  sophomore  year  on  account  of 
bis  health.  He  returned  to  New  Bedford,  and  began 
his  long  and  successful  business  career  by  entering 
the  counting-room  of  Benjamin  Rodman  as  assistant 
book-keeper.  He  gave  satisfaction,  and  was  soon  pro- 
moted to  book-keeper,  in  which  capacity  he  reniainod 
until  1836.  His  father,  largely  engaged  in  the  livu- 
dbIc  trade,  then  oHered  him  a  partnership  in  the  firm 
of  E.  &  R.  Swift  &  Co.  AccoiiUug  the  partnership, 
William  at  once  entered  into  active  labor,  going  to 
Ossabaw  Island,  on  the  coast  of  Georgia,  to  superin- 
tend the  getting  out  of  live-oak  ahip-timber.  From 
this  time  on,  for  many  years,  this  wan  his  husineas. 
He  visited  various  pnrls  of  Florida  and  Louisiana 
examining  lands  and  purchasing  valuable  live-oak 
lots.  He  was  vigorous,  and,  although  meeting  many 
discomforts,  privations,  and  hardships,  enjoyed  the 
life.  The  above-mentioned  5rm  existed  until  1837, 
and  from  that  time  Mr.  Swift  continued  in  the  live- 
oak  business  steadily  for  ten  years,  and  has  been  en- 
gaged in  it  at  intervals  since  that  lime. 

In  June,  1838.  he  was  a  passenger  on  the  ill-fated 
Hteamcr  "Pulaski"  when  she  was  blown  up  by  the 
explosion  of  one  of  her  boilers  on  a  passage  between 
Savannah  and  Baltimore.  Mr.  Swift  escaped  in  one 
of  the  boats,  and  he  and  another  New  Bedford  man 
were  the  first  to  land  through  the  surf.  The  laud 
they  reached  was  an  uninhabited  island  in  Stump 
Bound,  on  the  uonst  of  North  Carolina. 

In  1648,  Mr.  Swift,  who  bad  before  owned  portions 
of  whaling- vessels,  bought  the  ship  "Plowboy"  and 
sent  her  on  a  voyage  for  sperm  whalen.  In  1845,  he, 
with  his  brother  Obed,  bought  the  "  Formosa."  In 
December,  1845,  he  went  to  Europe,  and  during  the 
next  year  contracted  with  the  English  government  to 
furnish  spars.  He  was  in  Europe  nearly  a  year,  u 
large  part  of  the  lime  in  Paris,  wlicre  he  gave  much 
time  to  the  study  of  French.  In  June,  1847,  ho  mar- 
ried, and  in  July  of  that  year  went  again  to  Europe, 
accompanied  by  his  wife.    They  remained  there  over 


a  year,  and  were  living  in  Paris  at  the  time  of  the 
revolution  of  the  24tli  uf  February,  1B48,  and  during 
the  three  terrible  days  in  June,  when  the  provisional 
government  was  overturned.  In  1840  lie  again  went 
to  Europe  for  a  short  time  on  business,  and  again  in 
1851,  and  was  in  Paris  on  the  2<i  of  December,  at  tlie 
time  of  the  ooup  d'^iU  of  tx>uis  Napolc^iu.  (Mr.  Swilt 
has  ever  since  maintained  nn  interest  in  European, 
and  especially  French,  politics,  which  he  has  lulkiwed 
closely.) 

While  ho  was  in  Europe  Mr.  Swift  established  what 
would  probably  have  been  an  cxieusivo  and  lucrative 
husineas,  having  made  contracts  with  the  guvcrnmentii 
of  France  and  Holland,  as  well  us  with  that  of  Eng- 
land; but  in  1849  Mr.  Jirch  Perry,  Mm.  Swift's  father, 
died.  He  had  an  extensive  busineaa,aud  was  thcowner 
of  several  wliale-shipa,  and  Mr.  Swift  was  induced  to 
give  up  his  European  timber  trade  and  attend  per- 
sonally to  managing  the  estate  Ju  connection  with 
Mr.  Eben  Perry,  the  sou  of  Mr.  Perry.  From  that 
time  Mr.  Swift  has  extended  bis  husincas  in  whaling. 
His  agents,  Aikin  &.  Swift,  have  now  twelve  vessels 
engaged  in  that  pursuit. 

Mr.  Swift  married  l-^liza  Nye  Perry,  daughter  of 
Jireli  and  Nancy  (Nyo)  Perry,  of  New  Budfurd.  Her 
great-grand  father,  Dr.  Samuel  Pirry,  was  a  well-  ' 
known  and  honored  physician,  who  practiced  in  and 
near  New  Bedford.  Her  grandfatlicr,  Dr.  Ebenecer 
Perry,  was  also  a  successful  physician  of  New  Bed- 
ford. Her  father,  Jireh  Perry,  was  connected  with 
the  whaling  hnslness  during  his  whole  life,  com- 
mencing as  clerk  for  Charles  &  Beth  Uusscll,  and, 
growing  up  in  the  business,  aocumulutcd  a.  large  filr- 

Mr.  and  Mm.  Swift  have  the  following  children  : 
Iknry  W.,  who  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in 
1871,  and  from  the  Harvard  I^w  School  in  1874. 
He  is  now  practicing  his  profession  in  Boston.  I'Veit- 
trick,  who  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1874,  and  is  now 
a  member  of  the  Hrm  of  Aikin  &,  Switt,  in  New  Bed- 
ford, agents  and  managing  owners  of  whaling- vessels. 
WUiam  A'.,  who  graduated  ut  Harvard  in  1874,  and 
from  Harvard  Medical  School  in  1879,  is  now  u  phy- 
sician in  New  Bcdibrd.  Franktia,  who  is  in  the 
United  States  navy,  having  graduatol  at  the  Naval 
Academy  at  Annapolis  in  1S80,  He  whs  made  passed 
midshipman  in  June,  1882.  They  also  have  a  daugh- 
ter, Elise,  who  is  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

Mr.  Swift  is  a  man  of  fine  appi-uranee,  courteous, 
hospitable,  and  alfable.  His  cultivation  and  wido 
experience  have  given  him  a  varied  and  thorough 
knowledge  of  men  and  events,  and  he  has  always 
been  distinguished  for  sterling  integrity  of  character, 
and  for  energy,  enterprise,  and  gwMl  judgmout.  These 
qualities  have  made  him  successful  in  business,  aiid 
in  earlier  yours,  when  ho  gave  stnno  altontinii  to  poli- 
tics, inlluuutial  in  his  parly  in  the  Statu.  Ilu  has  fur 
years  been  one  of  the  prominent  busincm  men  of  New 
I,  and  has,  among  other  interests,  been  for  t 
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long  time  connected  with  the  Bank  of  Commerce,  of 
New  Bedford,  having  been  a  director  since  1849,  and 
being  \tn  yico-proRidcnt  at  the  present  time. 

In  |K)1itics  Mr.  Swift  was  a  Whig  until  ISTyQ,  and 
since  then  has  been  a  Democrat  He  at  one  time  had 
great  influence  in  Massachusetts  politics,  owing  to  his 
intimacy  with  President  James  Buchanan,  but  he 
never  abused  his  power,  either  by  recommending  a 
friend  for  office  or  for  personal  advancement,  and 
could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  accept  oflice  him- 
self. 

Mr.  Swift  has  a  place  on  Orchard  Street  in  New 
Bedford,  where  he  and  his  family  live  during  the 
winter  months;  but  his  residence  is  in  South  Dart- 
mouth, where  he  has  a  farm  called  "  Rockland,"  of 
about  a  hundred  and  twenty-flve  acres,  on  the  shore 
of  Buzzard's  Bay.  This  has  been  the  home  of  the 
family  in  summer  since  1856. 


DR.   EDWARD   P.   ABBE. 

Probably  no  country  was  ever  settled  by  better 
citizens  than  by  those  Huguenots  who  came  from 
France  to  New  England  in  its  early  colonial  days  to 
find  the  liberty  of  religious  thought  denied  them  in 
their  native  land.  Their  firm  religious  belief  brought 
persecution  upon  them  with  no  other  effect  than  to 
drive  them  from  France  to  the  new  world  of  freedom 
across  the  ocean.  Thomas  Abbe  was  one  of  a  num- 
ber of  this  faith  who  came  to  Enfield,  Conn.,  in  1638, 
and  became  a  resident.  He  was  a  man  of  some  im- 
portance, was  one  of  the  commissioners  who  laid  out 
the  town,  and  was  selectman,  etc.  It  is  said  that  the 
whole  town  wnsoriginally  owned  by  three  men, — Abbe, 
Terry,  and  Parsons.  He  was  a  farmer,  married,  in 
Enfield,  Mary  Pees ;  so  it  is  inferred  that  he  was  quite 
a  young  man  when  he  left  France.  He  had  four 
children, — Thomas,  Hannah,  Sara,  and  Obadiah. 
Thomas  Abbe  inherited  the  land  where  he  and  his 
descendants  liyed  and  cultivated  it,  marrying,  in  1692, 
Penelope  Terry,  by  whom  he  had  five  children, — 
Thomas,  Mary.  Penelope,  Sara,  and  John*.  John* 
married  Sara  Root,  and  had  eight  children, — Sara, 
Obadiah,  Hannah,  Timothy  D.  (died  young),  Tim- 
othy, Daniel,  Roxalana,  and  John'.  John'  married 
Charity  Simonds  in  1764.  Their  children  were  John', 
Sara,  Asenath,  Nancy,  Roxalana,  Charity,  and  Tim- 
othy. John',  born  Sept.  11,  1766,  married,  in  1790, 
Hannah,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hannah  (Bradley) 
Billings,  of  Somers,  Conn.  (They  were  both  descend- 
ants of  the  English  Puritans.)  The  following  chil- 
dren who  attained  maturity  were  born  in  Enfield: 
Hannah,  Harriet,  and  Alanson.  In  1804  he  sold  the 
lands  which  had  been  inherited  in  direct  line  from 
Thomas,  the  emigrant,  and  removed  to  Warehouse 
Point,  in  the  town  of  East  Windsor,  Conn.  Here 
were  born  five  children, — John  B.,  I^retta,  Sophro- 
nia,  James  M.,  Ann  A.,  and  here  Mr.  Abbe  died  in 


1847,  aged  eighty-two  years.    Mrs.  Abbe  died  in  1889, 
aged  sixty-seven. 

Alanson  Abbe,  third  child  and  oldest  son  of  the 
above,  was  born  in  Enfield,  Conn.,  June  17,  1795. 
He  was  graduated  from  Yale  Medical  School  in  1821 , 
and  settled  in  Litchfield,  Conn.,  where  he  had  a  large 
and  lucrative  practice,  and  became  known  for  his  suc- 
cess in  orthopiedic  surgery.  He  removed  to  Boston 
in  1839,  where  he  practiced  his  profession  until  a  few 
years  before  his  death.  He  married  (1)  Eliza  Wood- 
ruff, daughter  of  Hon.  Jonathan  and  Rachel  (Steele) 
Barnes,  of  Tolland,  Conn.  They  had  five  children 
who  lived  to  mature  years, — Elizabeth  F.,  Edward  P,^ 
Frederick  R.,  Burr  R,  and  William  A.  (2)  Hephzibah, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Burgess,  of  Boston,  Mass. 
They  had  one  child,  Benjamin.  (8)  Margaret  Liv- 
ingston D.,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.  Dr.  Alanson  Abbe  died 
of  paralysis  in  April,  1864,  when  almost  seventy  years 
of  age.  His  first  wife  died  Dec.  31, 1837,  aged  thirty- 
eight  years. 

We  give  tf  condensed  genealogy  of  Mrs.  Abbe's 
(Eliza  W.  Barnes)  ancestry  as  far  as  attainable :  John^ 
Steele,  first  secretary  of  Connecticut  colony,  died  1664, 
leaving  the  following  children  by  his  wife  Rachel: 
«7bAn',  Lydia,  Mary,  Sarah,  Hannah,  Samuel.    John' 

married  Mercy ,  and  had  Benoni,  Henry,  Daniel, 

Mary,  John,  and  Samuel  Samuel  and  his  wife  Mercy 
had  Thomas,  Samuel,  Jerusha,  William,  Abiel,  Daniel, 
and  EHphalet,  Eliphalet  married  Catherine  Marsh- 
field,  and  had  Jonahf  Catherine,  Mercy,  Theophilus, 
Eliphalet,  Elijah,  Rachel,  Ruth,  and  Jerusha.  Jo- 
siah  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Rev.  Benjamin 
Colton,  first  minister  of  West  Hartford,  Conn.  They 
had  Elizabeth,  Amanda,  Eliphalet,  Josiah,  Marsh- 
field,  Rachel,  Catherine,  Oeorge,  and  Marsh  field'. 
Stephen  Barnes  and  his  wife  Mary,  of  Branford, 
Conn.,  had  children  born  in  Branford, — Benjamin, 
Stephen,  Sarah,  and  Experience.  Stephen  married 
Martha  Wheadon,  of  Branford,  and  moved  to  South- 
ington.  Their  children  were  Mary,  Stephen,  Jona- 
than}, Martha,  William,  Nathan,  and  Asa.  Jona- 
than^ married  Elizabeth  Woodruff*,  of  Southington, 
Conn.  Their  children  were  Jonathan^,  Elizabeth, 
Mary,  Stephen,  Sylvia,  Lois,  Levi,  Joel,  and  Tru- 
man. Jonathan'  (graduated  from  Yale  College  in 
1784)  married  Rachel  Steele  and  had  children, — Jon- 
athan', Julius  S.,  Edwin,  Randolph,  Eliza  W.,  Wil- 
liam, and  Josiah.  All  these  sons  of  Judge  Barnes 
were  professional  men. 

Edward  Payson  Abbe,  son  of  Dr.  Alanson  and 
Eliza  W.  (Barnes)  Abbe,  was  born  in  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  Nov.  28,  1827.  He  was  fitted  for  college  at 
Phillips'  Andover  Academy,  and  was  graduated  from 
Yale  in  1848,  and  from  Harvard  Medical  College  in 
1852.  The  next  year  he  settled  in  New  Bedford, 
Mass.,  and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession,  which 
has  steadily  increased,  and  which  has  been  his  life 
work.  He  married,  May  2,  1854,  Mary  Hooper, 
daughter  of  William  Q.  and  ^unice  (Hooper)  Black- 
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ler,  of  New  Bedford.  She  came  of  ao  honorable 
lineage.  On  her  father's  side  she  was  descended  from 
Thoinns  Gerry,  Esq.,  born  in  Newton  Abbot,  Eng- 
land, in  1702,  and  from  Madam  Elisabeth  (Green- 
field) Gerry,  born  in  Boston,  in  1716.  These  were 
also  the  parents  of  Elbridge  Gerry,  Governor  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  fifth  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States.  Her  maternal  grandfather  was  Hon.  Na 
thaniel  Hooper,  lineal  descendant  of  Bishop  Hooper, 
of  England,  and  his  family  has  been  for  several  gen- 
erations prominent  in  the  State.  They  have  three 
children  who  are  now  living, — William,  Edward,  and 
Mary  Hooper.  Mrs.  Abbe  was  a  woman  greatly 
beloved.  She  had  great  energy  of  charactef  and 
strong  self-reliance,  and  was  an  earnest,  active,  and 
valued  member  of  Grace  (Epbcopal)  Church.  She 
died  Dec.  18, 1881. 

Dr.  Abbe  has  quietly  and  without  ostentation  pur- 
sued his  profession  unweariedly  for  nearly  thirty 
years,  and  has  never  found  time  nor  inclination  to 
engage  in  other  pursuits.  He  has  beeh  successful  in 
his  chosen  field,  enjoying  a  large  practice  among  all 
classes  of  people.  He  stands  to-day  high  in  the 
esteem  of  the  leading  medical  men  of  this  section, 
and  is  consulting  surgeon  at  St.  Mary's  Hospital, 
councilor  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and 
was  president  in  1879-80  of  the  South  Bristol  Med- 
ical Society. 

Republican  in  his  political  affiliations,  he  has  never 
cared  for  official  preferment.  He  honorably  served, 
however,  as  member  of  the  school  board  five  years, 
but  has  sought  honors  only  in  the  line  of  his  profes- 
sion. 


ANDREW  MACKIE,   M.D. 

Andrew  Mackie,  M.D.,  was  born  in  Wareham, 
Mass.,  Jan.  24,  1794,  and  died  at  his  residence  in 
New  Bedford,  May  2,  1871.  He  was  son  and  grand- 
son of  physicians,  each  successful.  His  father.  Dr. 
Andrew  Mackie,  of  Wareham,  was  a  leading  practi- 
tioner in  Eastern  Massachusetts.  His  grandfather. 
Dr.  John  Mackie,  of  Southampton,  L.  I.  The  son 
was  fitted  for  college  under  the  care  of  Rev.  Noble 
Everett,  of  Wareham,  graduated  at  Brown  University 
in  1813,  studied  medicine  with  his  father  and  elder 
brother,  Dr.  John  Mackie,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  and 
at  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New 
York,  and  commenced  practice  in  Plymouth,  Muss., 
in  1817,  and  there  and  New  Bedford  his  profesisionul 
life  was  passed  ;  that  he  stood  well  in  respect  to  his 
associates  is  shown  in  the  fact  that  he  was  twice  vice- 
president  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and 
gave  by  election  its  annual  address  in  1850.  He  kept 
up  his  reading  of  current  medical  literature  to  the 
last;  but  had  doubtless  seen  so  many  glittering  spe- 
cialties come  and  go  that,  though  not  rejecting,  he 
was  jealous  of  new  novelties. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  South  Bristol  Medi- 


cal Society,  held  in  New  Bedford,  May  10,  1871,  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted : 

**  Bt$ohmit  That  bj  tb«  dMtii  of  Dr.  Andrvw  Maekl*,  of  M«w  IMIbrd, 
til*  uiMnb«n  of  llito  wclvtjr  Ium  «u  aMockiU  of  nuirkad  prof— lonal  aMIItj 


•lid  upriflitnMt  of  ebaimclor. 

**  Smoi99d,  That,  on*  of  tlie  fouudoni  of  o«r  aodatj,  ho  has  elaloM  to 
our  f  ratUndo  for  hla  unrarjrlDf  Mi|iport  of  it,  a  rapport  givon  ttom  an 
oflon  ozpreMad  oonTlctioii  of  tba  oorreclnaM  of  tha  principlas  undor- 
lylnf  Iff  organiXNtlon,  that  by  measurM  proniotlva  of  profa»tional  good 
that  of  oor  f«llow*nou  will  be  promot«d. 

**BmohtdfTbBX  aa  lodlvidoala  our  gratitada  it  dna  hla  for  tiia  ax- 
ampla  of  steadfast  davotlou  to  dotj  and  high  moral  priodpla  whidi  haa 
governed  hU  course ;  that,  aa  a  man,  a  friend,  and  a  physician,  bia  mam- 
ory  will  aver  be  precious. 

**  iletoleed.  That  wa  taodar  our  sinoera  sympatliy  to  his  widow  and  hla 
ohildran  in  their  bersavament** 

In  early  life  he  united  with  the  Gongrcgatioual 
Church,  and  was  ever  a  faithful  and  consistent  mem- 
ber. In  1834  he  was  chosen  deacon  of  tlie  North 
Congregational  Church  of  New  Bedford,  and  retained 
his  official  relation  till  his  death.  A  man  is  valuable 
who  is  strictly  conscientious.  We  have  the  memory 
of  a  man  scrupulous  to  know  the  right  and  perfectly 
fearless  to  do  it  at  any  cost.  In  his  life  of  seventy- 
seven  years  he  left  the  testimony  of  an  honest  and 
conscientious  man.  A  strong  man,  he  was  strong  in 
his  convictions.  He  rcproiluccd  the  Puritan  idea, 
modified  only  to  less  sternness.  A  ma&sive  strength, 
a  solid  faith,  a  fearless  utterance,  and  though  genial, 
and  especially  so  in  his  family,  where  he  considered 
everybody's  comfort  before  his  own,  yet  a  character 
which,  if  aroused  to  wrath,  one  would  dread  to  en- 
counter. Such  men  are  capable  of  great  severity. 
He  was  satisfied  with  long  life.  He  saw  his  family 
long  settled,  his  sons  in  useful  professions.  He  had 
the  respect  of  his  fellow -citizens  as  a  just  man  and 
the  regard  of  those  in  his  own  work,  to  some  of  whom 
he  was  a  patriarch. 

Fifty  years  of  consistent  Christian  life  are  his  tes- 
timony. Duty  was  his  watchword ;  duty  fulfilled  is 
preparation.  It  does  take  years  to  make  such  a  prep- 
aration. Fruit  does  not  ripen  in  blossom-time.  A 
great  oak  is  many  years  from  the  acorn.  A  good  life, 
stalwart,  vigorous,  true,  it  takes  years  to  build  it  up. 
Be  patient,  young  men.  Character  is  a  plant  of  slow 
growth,  but  the  reward  of  patient  continuance  is  cer- 
tain. 

Dr.  Mackie  married,  Dec.  4,  1821,  at  Plymouth, 
Mass.,  Hetty  A.,  daughter  of  Capt.  Lemuel  Bradford, 
who  was  killed  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  a  lineal  de- 
scendant of  Governor  Bradford. 

Of  their  five  children,  Rev.  Andrew  was  a  dean  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  of  Northern  Indiana,  died  in 
the  spring  of  1878,  aged  fifty-five;  John  H.,  M.D. ; 
George  F.  died  at  twenty-three,  he  wa.H  a  captain  in 
the  merchant  service;  Elizabeth  C,  wife  of  George 
llastingH,  of  New  Bedford;  and  Amelia  B.,  who  died 
at  five  years.  Mrs.  Mackie  died  Aug.  30,  1880,  aged 
seventy-seven. 
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JOHN    UOWELL  MACKIE,  A.M.,  M.D. 

John  Howell  Mackie,  A.M.,  M.D.,  son  of  Dr. 
Andrew  and  Hetty  Amelia  (Bradford)  Mackie,  of  New 
IMford.  His  father  was  a  son  of  Dr.  Andrew  Mackie, 
of  VVarchain  (an  eminent  physician  of  that  section 
of  the  State,  and  a  surgeon  in  the  United  States  army 
during  the  Revolution),  and  a  grandson  of  Dr.  John 
Mackie,  of  Southampton,  L.  I.  His  mother  was  a 
lineal  descendant  of  Governor  Bradford.  He  was 
born  at  Plymouth,  Mass.,  Aug.  24,  1826.  Educated 
at  private  schools  and  under  private  tutors,  he  pur- 
sued his  professional  studies  at  Harvard  College  (on 
whose  roll  of  honor  his  name  stands),  and  at  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  in  Philadelphia,  where  he 
graduated  as  M.D.  March  9,  1850,  and  in  the  same 
year  established  himself  in  practice  in  New  Bedford, 
where  at  this  time,  1882,  he  is  one  of  the  leading  sur- 
geons and  physicians.  His  reputation  as  a  surgeon 
is  not  confined  to  his  city  or  county,  but  is  recog- 
nizee! all  through  the  United  States,  he  having  per- 
formed many  of  the  most  important  and  difficult 
operations  in  surgery,  and  being  frequently  called  in 
consultation  in  various  parts  of  his  own  as  well  as 
other  States  in  New  England.  From  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society,  of  which  he  has  been  an  hon- 
ored member  since  1850,  he  has  received  many  hon- 
ors, having  been  a  councilor  for  many  years,  and  been 
chosen  to  represent  the  State  Society  at  the  meetings  of 
the  Rhode  Island,  New  Hampshire,  Connecticut,  and 
New  York  Medical  Societies.  He  was  also  chosen  a 
delegate  from  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  to 
the  International  Medical  Congress  of  1876,  a  con- 
gress composed  of  the  most  eminent  men  from  all 
parts  of  the  civilized  world,  and  became  a  member  of 
that  congress.  In  187G  he  was  chosen  anniversary 
chairman' of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and 
presided  at  the  annual  dinner  in  Music  Hall,  Boston, 
where  among  more  than  one  thousand  members  and 
guests  was  Doin  Pedro,  Emperor  of  Brazil,  and  other 
distinguished  strangers. 

In  1882  he  was  chosen  vice-president  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Medical  Society.  He  is  a  permanent  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Medical  Society,  also  a  member 
and  in  1863  and  1864  was  president  of  the  Bristol 
South  District  Medical  Society.  He  is  now  (1882) 
president  of  the  New  Bedford  Society  for  Medical  Im- 
provement. He  was  appointed  consulting  physician 
and  surgeon  to  St.  Joseph's  Hospital  in  1875,  and  still 
retains  the  position.  In  the  late  war  he  was  an  acting 
surgeon  in  the  United  States  navy  from  May  13, 1861, 
until  March,  1862,  when,  his  health  being  affected  by 
his  service  in  the  Qulf  of  Mexico,  he  resigned  his 
position,  and  was  soon  after  appointed  an  acting  as- 
sistant surgeon  in  the  army,  and  during  the  rest.of  the 
war  was  in  charge  of  hospitals  at  the  North.  Since 
1868  he  has  been  a  United  States  examining  surgeon 
for  the  Pension  Bureau.  He  is  a  member  and  in  1881 
was  elected  a  trustee  and  member  of  the  council  6f 
the  Massachusetts  Medical  Benevolent  Society. 


From  1868  to  1871,  inclusive,  he  was  a  member  of 
the  New  Bedford  City  Council.  In  1879  he  assisted 
in  the  arduous  work  of  organizing  the  first  Board  of 
Health  in  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  and  in  1880  and 
1881  was  its  chairman.  He  also  served  as  quarantine 
physician,  and  organized  a  system  of  quarantine 
which  received  the  unqualified  indorsement  of  the 
national  authorities.  Dr.  Mackie  has  been  Idrgely 
called  upon  as  a  medical  and  surgical  expert  before 
the  sessions  of  all  the  courts  in  Bristol  County.  His 
well-known  thorough  knowledge  of  his  profession  and 
the  perfect  clearness  and  honesty  of  his  testimony  are 
thoroughly  appreciated  by  juries  in  the  county  of 
Bristol.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig  until  the  death 
of  the  party,  when  lie  became  a  Republican,  and  has 
since  acted  and  voted  with  that  party.  When  a  young 
man  he  became  an  Episcopalian,  but  in  later  years 
has  gone  back  to  the  faith  of  his  fathers,  and  although 
not  a  member  of  the  church,  is  a  constant  attendant 
at  the  old  North  Congregational  Church,  where  for  so 
many  years  his  father  was  an  honored  member  and 
deacon.  His  character  is  formed  very  much  upon 
his  father's,  having  the  same  stern  devotion  to  the 
calls  of  duty,  whatever  they  may  be,  and  the  same 
uncompromising  sense  of  honor  and  devotion  to  his 
professional  duties.  Charitable  to  the  poor,  equally 
ready  to  respond  to  the  call  of  the  humble  and  the 
lowly  as  well  as  to  the  honored  and  wealthy,  he  is  a 
worthy  successor  to  an  honored  name  and  reputation. 
Jan.  1,  1860,  he  married  Alice  Weston,  daughter  of 
Henry  Tobey,  of  Falmouth,  Mass.,  formerly  of  George- 
town, S.  C,  by  whom  he  had  four  children,  one  daugh- 
ter and  three  sons,  of  whom  only  one  is  now  living. 


CHARLES   ALMY. 

Charles  Almy,  son  of  Pardon  and  Mary  (Cook) 
Almy,  was  born  in  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  June  8,  1819,  of 
parents* resident  in  Little  Compton.  He  is  a  de- 
scendant in  the  seventh  generation  from  William 
Almy,  who  came  from  England  to  New  Jersey  in 
very  early  colonial  days,  and  afterwards  permanently 
settled  in  Rhode  Island,  where  he  became  a  large 
land-owner.  His  son  Job,  born  1640,  died  at  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  in  1684.  'The  descendants  of  William 
Almy  are  numerous  in  Rhode  Island  and  the  con- 
tiguous parts  of  this  State.  The  line  of  descent 
from  William  to  Charles  is  William^,  Job*,  Job', 
John^  Sanford^  Pardon*,  CharW.  The  land  first 
occupied  by  William  lay  at  Little  Compton  and  Tiv- 
erton, and  is  largely  held  to-day  by  his  descend- 
ants. San  ford  Almy,  born  1769,  died  1844,  a  large 
real-estate  owner,  having  several  farms,  was  an  ac- 
tive Democratic  politician,  and  all  his  life  in  public 
positions  of  trust  and  honor.  He  was  State  senator 
for  many  years.  He  married  Lydia  Gray,  by  whom 
he  had  fifteen  children.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  in- 
tellect and  sterling  worth,  and,  while  quiet  and  unas- 
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suming,  led  public  opinion  and  had  the  confidence  of 
all.    Both  he  and  his  wife  lived  to  advanced  yean. 

Pardon  Almy,  their  eighth  child,  born  1792,  died 
1864,  derived  such  advantages  of  education  from  the 
common  schools  as  to  be  competent  to  teach,  but  soon 
became  a  farmer  on  a  portion  of  the  paternal  acres, 
and  was  an  agriculturist  during  his  life.  He  was  a 
man  of  good  judgment  and  business  sagacity.  He 
held  a  colonelcy  in  the  militia  and  was  a  deacon  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  He  was  quite  retiring  in  dispo- 
sition, never  seeking  office,  and  accepting  it  as  a  duty 
only  when  he  was  considered  the  best  man  for  the  po- 
sition. He  was  of  uniformly  even  disposition,  and 
was  rarely  provoked  to  anger. 

He  and  four  brothers  lived  on  separate  places  in 
close  proximity  to  each  other,  and  they  were  all  of 
strong  physique  and  commanding  appearance.  They 
prided  themselves  on  the  amount  of  labor  they  could 
accomplish,  and  the  superior  manner  in  which  it  was 
done.  They  were  social  and  hospitable,  and  none  of 
them  addicted  to  any  vices.  They  were  all  good 
types  of  the  best  element  of  our  intelligent  New  Eng- 
land yeomanry,  and  valuable  and  valued  citizens. 
Each  held  an  office  which  gave  him  an  appellation  for 
life.  George  was  "  Esquire,"  Frederick  was  "  Col- 
onel," Oliver  H.  was  "Judge,"  John  was  "Major," 
and  Pardon  was  "  Deacon." 

Pardon  married  Mary  Cook,  a  lineal  descendant  of 
Governor  William  Bradford.  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren attaining  mature  years,  of  whom  Charles  was 
oldest. 

Charles  Almy  was  reared  a  farmer,  and  from  early 
years  was  accustomed  to  labor.  He  had  good  common 
school  and  academic  education,  and  commenced 
teaching  school  when  but  seventeen.  He  was  a 
teacher  for  seven  consecutive  years,  and  gave  good 
satisfaction.  In  1843  he  opened  a  country  store  at 
Tiverton,  where  he  remained  until  Jan.  1, 1846,  when 
he  removed  to  New  Bedford  and  engaged  in  dry -goods 
and  tailoring  business  at  "Old  4  Corners^'  corner 
Union  and  North  Water  Streets.  He  shortly  after, 
in  partnership  with  George  A.  Bourne,  as  Almy  & 
.  Bourne,  started  the  auction  and  commission  business 
now  conducted  by  George  A.  Bourne  &  Sons,  and  was 
connected  therewith  four  or  five  years. 

He  soon  became  interested  In  whaling,  and  devoted 
himself  largely  to  that  lucrative  business,  relinquish- 
ing the  management  of  his  store  to  his  brother  San- 
ford,  who  purchased  it  in  1861.  Mr.  Almy  continued 
whaling  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war.  In 
1854  he  built  a  whaling  ship  (four  hundred  tons), 
the  "Seconet,"  at  Fairhaven,  and  afterwards  a  bark 
of  three  hundred  and  eighty  tons  for  merchant  ser- 
vice, which  he  named  for  his  daughter  "  Helen  W. 
Almy."  This  vessel  is  now  running  between  San 
Francisco  and  the  Sandwich  Islands.  For  twenty-one 
years  Mr.  Almy's  office  was  in  the  building  where  he 
first  began  his  New  Bedford  business  life.  The  com- 
mencement of  his  present  insurance  business  was  in 


1864,  when  he  was  induced  to  take  the  agency  of  the 
National  Travelers  Accident  Insurance  Company,  of 
New  York.  This  proving  to  be  profitable,he  accepted 
agencies  from  life  and  fire  insurance  companiee,  and 
has  built  up  a  fine  business. 

Like  the  stock  from  which  he  sprung,  Mr.  Almy 
has  independent  habits  of  thought  and  a  strong  sense 
of  justice.  He  would  be  untrue  to  his  ancestry  if  ho 
supported  wrong,  even  though  countenanced  by  a 
powerful  and  wealthy  majority.  "  There  ia  a  minor- 
ity nearer  right  than  the  majority,"  and  with  tliat 
minority  Mr.  Almy  has  willingly  taken  his  place. 
Anti-slavery  in  the  dark  days  when  opposition  to 
that  gigantic  evil  caused  almost  social  ostracism,  anti- 
rum  from  principle  long  before  an  organization  of  a 
Prohibition  party,  he  has  steadily  adhered  to  those 
principles  until  slavery  has  ceased  to  be  in  our  land, 
and  the  best  elements  of  all  classes  are  demanding 
the  prohibition  of  the  manufacture,  sale,  and  use  of 
intoxicating  liquor  as  a  beverage.  He  has  given  freely 
his  time,  his  influence,  and  his  money  in  advocacy  of 
the  right. 

Originally  a  Democrat,  he  became  a  Free-Soiler  in 
1848,  and  supported  Free-Soil  and  Republican  candi- 
dates and  measures  until  the  organization  of  the  Pni- 
hibition  party,  and  since  then  has  been  one  of  its 
most  active  leaders.  He  has  received  the  nomination 
of  that  party  for  member  of  Governor's  Council,  Sec- 
retary of  State,  and  was  its  candidate  for  Governor 
in  1880,  1881,  and  1882.  He  has  the  friendship  and 
confidence  of  the  best  citizens  of  New  Bedford,  served 
on  the  school  board  of  the  city  several  years,  and  was 
its  chairman  for  three  years ;  has  been  elected  alder- 
man, representative  to  the  Legislature,  and  has  refused 
several  nominations  for  the  mayoralty,  twice  when 
the  nomination  was  equivalent  to  an  election. 

He  was  one  of  the  original  corporators  of  the  New 
Bedford  Five  Cent  Savings- Bank,  organized  in  1855, 
and  has  been  connected  with  it  continuously  ever 
since  as  trustee  and  clerk.  He  has  been  a  director  in 
the  New  Bedford  Gas-Light  Company  since  its  early 
organization.  He  was  president  of  the  Lyceum  of 
the  town  of  New  Bedford  for  twelve  consecutive  years, 
from  1860,  during  the  period  of  its  greatest  prosperity. 
He  was  one  of  the  early  trustees  of  the  Free  Public 
Library,  and  one  of  the  building  commissioners  of 
the  Free  Public  Library  building.  He  joincil  the 
First  Congregational  Church  (Liberal  Unitarian)  in 
1846,  and  has  been  one  of  the  most  constant  attend- 
ants at  its  services. 

He  married,  Oct.  28,  1846,  Mary  A.,  daughter  of 
Benjamin  and  Cynthia  (Smith)  Cummings,  of  Dart- 
mouth. They  have  four  children, — Helen  Wayne, 
Charles,  Francis  and  Frederick  (twins).  Charles  has 
taken  the  degrees  of  A.B.  and  LL.B.  from  Harvard 
University,  and  is  now  an  Assistant  United  States  At- 
torney in  Boston.  Francis  has  taken  the  degrees 
of  A.B.  and  A.M.  from  Harvard,  and  is  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  class  of  1879.    He  is  now  in  the  em- 
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ploy  of  the  Erie  and  Western  Trannportation  Com- 
pany (Anchor  Line)  at  Chicago.  Fredcriclc  graduated 
at  Harvanl  in  1880,  and  in  now  a  ntudent  in  the  law 
department  of  the  same  school.  Jlo  is  also  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  his  class. 


HON.  WARllBN    LADD. 

Hon.  Warren  Ladd  was  born  at  Bradford  (now 
Qroveland,  Mass.),  July  21,  1813.  He  married  Lucy 
Washburn,  daughter  of  Hon.  Abel  Kingman,  of  North 
Bridgewater  (now  Brockton),  Nov.  22,  1842.  They 
have  five  children, — Herbert  Warren,  Sarah  Ella, 
Florence  Kingman,  Anna  Winthrop,  and  George 
Milton. 

Nathaniel  Ladd,  Esq.,  the  father  of  Warren,  was 
born  in  Haverhill,  Mass.,  Sept.  17, 1786.  He  removed 
to  Bradford  in  1810.  For  many  years  he  was  chair- 
man of  the  board  of  selectmen,  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Groveland  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  deacon  of  the  Congregational 
Cluirrh,  and  for  about  sixty  yeaj:8  was  one  of  its  most 
active  and  influential  members.  He  married  Sally, 
daughter  of  Col.  Zebulon  Ingersoll,  of  Haverhill, 
July  14,  1811.  Her  father,  born  in  Gloucester  Sep- 
tember, 1757,  was  a  merchant,  a  ship-builder,  and  an 
active,  energetic,  and  successful  business  man.  Her 
mother  was  Ruth,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Moody,  of 
West  Newberry,  and  her  grandmother,  Ann,  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Moses  Bradstreet,  of  Kittery,  Me. 
Warren's  ancestors  run  back  through  Nathaniel  (6), 
Nathaniel  (5),  Nathaniel  (4),  John  (3),  Samuel  (2), 
to  Daniel  (1),  who  came  from  London  in  the  ship 
"Marv  and  John"  in  1633-34.  There  is  a  tradition 
that  Daniel  was  the  son  of  Nathaniel,  of  Dartmouth, 
Kent  County,  England,  and  that  the  first  Ladds  came 
from  France  with  William  the  Conqueror,  and  settled 
in  Deal,  Kent  Co.,  where  a  portion  of  land  was  granted 
them. 

Warren  Lndd  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
and  at  the  Merrimack  Academy.  Coming  to  New 
Ikdford  in  July,  1840,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
New  IV^lford  and  Taunton  Railroad  Company  as 
clerk  in  the  freight  office;  was  soon  promoted  to 
freight  agent,  and  then  to  general  agent  at  New  Bed- 
ford. In  1862  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of 
the  road,  which  position  he  held  until  1877.  His  con- 
nection with  thin  road  continued  from  its  opening,  in 
1840,  to  its  consolidation  with  the  Boston,  Clinton 
and  Fitchburg  Railroad,  a  period  of  about  thirty- 
seven  years.  This  long  term  of  service  is  the  highest 
possible  compliment  to  his  integrity,  ability,  and 
faithfulness.  Though  actively  engaged  in  arduous 
and  responsible  duties,  he  found  time  for  intellectual 
culture,  and  by  a  judicious  course  of  reading  acquired 
a  general  knowledge  of  scientific,  mechanical,  and 
economical  subjects.  He  took  a  deep  interest  in 
municipal  affairs,  and  gave  his  influence  and  active 
effort  to  the  promotion  of  every  measure  which  in 


his  judgment  promised  to  increase  the  growth  and 
prosperity  of  the  city.  For  this  reason  he  was  re- 
peatedly called  to  the  service  of  tlie  city :  for  hve 
years  as  member  of  the  Common  Council  and  one 
year  as  its  president;  for  hve  terms  a  member  of  the 
Itoard  of  Aldermen  ;  for  several  years  one  of  the 
school  committee,  and  a  trustee  of  the  Free  Public 
Library.  Of  the  latter  he  may  rightly  be  called  the 
father.  At  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the 
present  library  building.  Mayor  Howland,  in  his  ad- 
dress referring  to  the  origin  of  the  library,  said, — 

"On  the  8th  of  seventh  month  (July)  of  the  same 
year  (1851),  Warren  Ladd,  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  from  Ward  one,  introduced  an  order  into 
that  branch  of  the  city  government '  for  the  raising 
of  a  committee  to  consider  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing in  this  city  a  Free  Public  Library.'  This 
order  was  adopted  in  the  Common  Council  but  was 
non-conctirred  in  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen.  This  is 
believed  to  be  the  first  order  ever  introduced  into  any 
representative  body  for  the  establishment  of  such  an 
institution,  and  to  this  gentleman  must  and  does 
belong  the  honor  of  having  taken  the  initiatory  step 
toward  the  establishment  of  a  library  for  the  public 
by  the  people  themselves.'' 

Mr.  Ladd  was  an  early  and  persistent  advocate  of 
the  introduction  of  water,  and  one  of  the  three  com- 
missioners under  whose  direction  the  water-works 
were  built.  As  showing  the  breadth  of  his  views  and 
his  terseness  in  stating  them,  we  quote  from  a  report . 
(written  by  him)  of  a  committee  which  had  the 
matter  under  consideration : 

"  Your  committee  are  fully  of  the  opinion  that  the 
introduction  of  an  ample  supply  of  pure  water  into 
the  city  is  an  imperative  necessity,  and  one  which 
should  not  be  much  longer  delayed.  It  is  part  of 
wise  statesmanship  to  look  at  the  future,  to  anticipate 
its  wants  and  guard  against  its  casualties.  Cities,  like 
men,  flourish  and  prosperonly  by  their  own  exertions, 
and  it  becomes  those  whom  the  people  have  placed 
in  power  to  be  equal  to  the  present  emergency.  We 
have  the  interest  and  honor  of  the  city  in  our  hands. 
We  know  its  wants  and  necessities,  and  can  compre- 
hend the  crisis  in  our  afluirs.  Shall  we  grasp  and 
control  the  crisis,  turn  it  with  a  steady  hand  to  our 
interest  and  prosperity?  or  allow  it  silently  and 
timidly  to  pass  by  and  float  beyond  our  reach  ?  Shall 
we  legislate  only  for  to-day,  and  shrink  from  looking 
the  great  future  in  the  face ;  or  shall  we,  knowing  the 
necessity  and  perceiving  the  remedy,  fearlessly  per- 
form our  duty?" 

He  was  upon  the  committee  to  which  was  referred 
the  question  of  introducing  gas;  was  an  earnest  ad- 
vocate of  the  construction  of  common  sewers,  and  in- 
troduced into  the  Common  Council  the  first  order  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  purchasing  a  steam  fire-engine.  The  en- 
largement and  improvement  of  the  city  common  was 
in  a  great  measure  due  to  his  influence  and  exertion.*. 
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In  the  late  civil  war  he  was  a  member  of  the  Gom- 
mittee  on  Enlistments,  and  took  an  active  part,  as  its 
records  show,  in  every  effort  made  by  the  city  to  aid 
the  national  government  in  putting  down  the  rebel- 
lion. He  has  been  connected  as  director  with  sev- 
eral corporations,  and  is  now  president  of  the  New 
Bedford  and  Fairhaven  Street  Railway  Company, 
and  a  trustee  of  the  Five  Cent  Savings-Bank.  For 
thirty  years  he  has  held  the  commission  of  justice  of 
the  peace. 

Naturally  conservative,  Mr.  Ladd  has  none  of  that 
blind  reverence  of  the  past  which  prevents  one  from 
keeping  abreast  with  tlie  spirit  of  the  age,  and  adopt- 
ing any  new  devices  and  improvements  that  genius 
and  enterprise  may  invent  or  discover. 

In  politics,  originally  an  ardent  Whig,  he  early 
became  an  equally  earnest  and  active  Republican; 
has  been  chairman  of  the  Republican  City  Committee, 
and  in  1876  was  a  Presidential  elector  from  the  First 
Congressional  District.  He  has  written  largely  for 
the  press ;  was  for  many  years  the  New  Bedford  cor- 
respondent of  the  Haverhill  Oazette  over  the  signature 
of  '*  Warren,"  and  has  contributed  many  able  articles 
to  the  New  Bedford  papers  over  the  nam  de  plume  of 
"Julius." 


WILLIAM   HATHAWAY,  Jr. 

According  to  an  account  in  an  old  English  history, 
Thomas  Hathaway  (the  earliest  ancestor  in  America) 
sailed  from  England  in  the  "Isabella,"  bound  for 
Alarblehead,  previous  to  the  year  1680.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  Starbuck,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Mary 
Starbuck,  about  the  year  1680.  His  son  Thomas 
moved  to  New  Bedford  (then  Dartmouth).  His  son 
Jonatlian  had  two  sons,  Jonathan  and  Thomas,  from 
whom  descended  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  William 
Hathaway,  Jr.,  also  his  wife. 

Jonathan  Hathaway  had  three  children, — ^William, 
Elisha,  and  Jabez.  William  had  four  children,  and 
was  the  father  of  William  Hathaway,  Jr.  Thomas 
Hathaway  had  four  children, — Thomas,  Qilbert, 
Elizabeth,  and  Mary.  Thomas,  Jr.,  was  the  fatlier  of 
Mary  Hathaway,  who  married  her  cousin,  William 
Hathaway,  Jr.  Their  descendants  are  four, — Au- 
gustus, William,  Mary,  and  Thomas. 

William  Hatha w*ay,  Jr.,  was  born  in  New  Bedford, 
July  17, 1798.  Having  as  a  boy  made  two  voyages  to 
London  with  his  father,  he  acquired  a  taste  for  the 
sea,  which  led  him  later  to  pass  twenty  years  in  the 
merchant  service.  He  made  many  voyages  to  ports 
in  the  Mediterranean, — Trieste,  Palermo,  Malaga, 
Cadiz,  Seville,  and  Gibraltar,— also  to  France,  Hol- 
land, Russia,  England,  Ireland,  West  Indies,  and  the 
Southern  ports  of  the  United  States. 

These  voyages  were  marked  with  pleasant  occasions 
which  filled  his  mind  with  delightful  memories.  A 
few  years  since,  at  his  home,  an  officer  in  the  navy, 
his  guest  at  the  time,  recalled  the   pleasant  inters 


change  of  courtesies  which  they  had  enjoyed  upon 
each  other's  ships  in  the  Mediterranean  forty  years 
before,  and  it  was  the  first  time  they  had  met  since 
then.  His  favorite  city  was  St.  Petersburg,  of  which 
he  always  speaks  with  enthusiasm,  and  often  enjoys 
relating  an  interesting  incident  which  occurred  in  his 
pk-esence  in  that  city  during  the  raising  of  a  magnifi- 
cent and  colossal  monolith  of  red  granite  to  the 
memory  of  Alexander  I.,  when,  by  the  plain  common 
sense  of  a  common  sailor,  by  wetting  the  ropes  and 
thus  shrinking  them,  the  great  work  was  completed 
when  science  failed. 

Later,  in  company  with  Gapt.  Matthew  Luce,  he 
engaged  in  the  whaling  business,  which  copartnership 
continued  for  eighteen  years,  and  until  the  decease  of 
Oapt.  Luce.  Mr.  Hathaway  continued  the  business 
until  the  time  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he  retired. 

Three  of  the  vessels  were  sold  to  the  government 
for  the  stone  fieet  to  blockade  Charleston  Harbor. 
Two  were  destroyed  by  rebel  privateers.  The  first, 
the  "  Virginia,"  was  taken  by  the  "  Alabama,"  the 
second  by  the  "  Shenandoah." 

The  bark  '* Virginia"  was  taken  by  the  "Ala- 
bama" Sept.  17,  18G2,  and  was  the  ninth  vessel  de- 
stroyed by  Semmes. 

The  following  is  an  account,  written  from  facts  re- 
ceived from  one  of  the  sufferers.  The  "  Virginia" 
sailed  from  New  Bedford  three  weeks  before  she  was 
taken.  They  had  been  recruiting  at  the  Western 
Islands,  and  were  only  a  short  distance  from  there 
when  captured  by  the  "  Alabama."  There  was  no  oil 
on  board  at  tlie  time.  The  captain,  supposing  the 
*' Alabama"  a  friendly  steamer,  as  she  was  sailing 
under  English  colors,  ordered  a  boat  lowered  to  go  to 
her,  thinking  they  might  have  letters ;  but,  just  be- 
fore starting,  seeing  a  boat  from  the  steamer  coming 
towards  them,  they  drew  theirs  back  to  the  deck. 
The  boat  from  the  steamer  neared,  and  ten  men, 
under  IJeut.  Waddell  (afterwards  commander  of  the 
privateer  "Shenandoah")  boarded  the  "Virginia." 
Qreat  was  their  dismay  when  Lieut.  Waddell,  afler 
saying  "  good-morning"  to  the  captain,  passed  imme- 
diately by  him  and  commenced  pulling  down  the 
colors.  Simultaneously  the  English  flag  on  the 
"  Alabama"  was  lowered  and  the  Confederate  flag 
hoisted  in  its  place.  As  soon  as  the  flag  on  the  "  Vir- 
ginia" was  taken  down,  Lieut.  Waddell  threw  it  over 
his  arm,  and  approaching  the  captain  with  a  haughty 
air,  said,  "Capt.  Tilton,  you  are  a  prize  to  the  Con- 
federate steamer  *  Alabama.'  I  will  give  you  all  two 
hours  to  leave  the  ship,  and  allow  you  two  changes  of 
clothing,  which  must  be  taken  away  in  bags.  You 
are  then  to  be  sent  on  board  the  'Alabama,'  as  your 
ship  is  to  be  burned.*' 

There  was  great  consternation  on  board,  hut  no  one 
dared  to  raine  an  objection.  Before  the  last  boat  left 
they  set  fire  to  the  *'  Virginia"  in  three  places.  As 
they  stepped  on  the  deck  of  the  "  Alabama"  each  was 
handcutfed,  and  remained  in  that  condition  through 


-// 


'•>^*,.«/y  (a^*?<<-<sfc^;-cj'<^>'^/^  ' 


NEW   BEDFORD. 


167 


fifteen  long  days  and  nights.  The  disheartening 
sight  of  the  burning  ship  was  before  them  for  over 
twelve  hours,  from  eleven  in  the  morning  till  twelve 
at  midnight 

The  flfimes  flashed  forth  at  first  with  all  fury,  as  if 
battling  with  the  raging  winds,  emblematic  ofSemmes' 
barbarity.  As  night  drew  around  them  the  winds 
abated  and  the  flames  grew  less  and  less,  till  the  mid- 
night hour  revealed  only  a  spark,  the  last  bright 
symbol  of  what  their  noble  ship  had  been  to  them, 
now  only  a  pliantom  in  imagination.  Oh,  that  day's 
experience,  what  a  thought  1  so  weird,  so  terrible  in 
their  overwrought  and  excited  brains.  Even  the 
large  Newfoundland  dog  partook  of  the  distracted 
feelings  of  the  ship's  company.  He  was  enraged 
when  the  pirates  came  on  board,  and  after  coolly  sur- 
veying them  he  rushed  to  the  highest  place  in  the 
stern  and  growled  and  barked  fiercely.  Ho  seemed 
to  know  they  were  disturbing  the  peace.  The  ill- 
omened  gueats  showed  some  consideration  by  allow- 
ing the  poor  creature  to  follow  his  friends.  '  On  the 
"Alabama"  the  dog  seemed  sorrowful  and  full  of 
compassion  for  their  ill  fate. 

The  men  were  confined  on  deck  all  the  time,  through 
sunshine  and  storm,  weary  with  exposure  and  fatigue. 
Through  the  tedious  days  and  nights  the  wind  at 
times  blew  so  heavily  that  in  their  awkward  position, 
with  liaiidH  confine<1,  they  were  at  its  mercy,  tossed 
about  in  their  eflbrt  to  steady  themselves  by  holding 
on  the  rail  as  be-^t  they  could,  the  handcuffs  chafing 
their  wrists,  causing  extreme  pain,  so  increasing  their 
intense  physical  suflTering.  During  the  fifteen  days 
three  other  ships  were  captured,  and  two  of  them 
burned.  The  Inst  one  taken  (the  "  Emily  Farnham") 
they  made  use  of  to  rid  themselves  of  all  the  prisoners ; 
placed  them,  numbering  eighty  men  (from  the  three 
burned  vessels),  on  board,  including  the  dog,  and  sent 
them  to  Liverpool,  from  which  place  most  of  them 
shipped  for  home.  Capt  Tilton  had  deep  scars  upon 
his  wrists,  caused  by  the  handcuff*!*,  and  died  soon 
af\er  reaching  home,  being  completely  broken  down 
by  the  sad  and  painful  experience. 

Mr.  Hathaway  has  been  a  director  of  the  Commer- 
cial Hank  of  New  Bedford  for  more  than  forty  years, 
and  also  held  the  same  position  in  the  New  Bedford 
Institution  for  Savings.  He  has  always  been  marked 
for  his  system  and  order.  "Not  one  member  of  his 
family  has  ever  been  obliged  to  pick  up  the  smallest 
thing  belonging  to  him."  He  has  a  place  for  every- 
thing, and  keeps  everything  in  its  place  to  a  remark- 
able degree  for  one  of  his  advanced  age.  Although 
eighty-five  years  of  age,  he  has  quite  good  health,  has 
never  used  spectacles  in  the  daytime,  and  sometimes 
reads  in  the  evening  without  them.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  generous  of  fathers,  and  particularly  thoughtful 
of  the  welfare  of  those  about  him. 

Thomas  Hathaway,  Sr.,  was  born  in  New  Bedford 
in  1732.  Being  the  oldest  son,  he  inherited  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  his  father's  estate,and  in  1764  commenced 


the  business  of  ship-building  upon  the  Acushnet  River, 
and  carried  it  on  with  profit  until  the  Revolution 
(1776).  He  erected  the  three-story  dwelling  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  Bouth  Water  and  School  Streets, 
in  N(9w  Bedford,  and  made  it  his  residence  in  1772. 
It  was  an  elegant  private  residence  for  those  days,  and 
a  mark  for  the  British  soldiers  in  1778,  but  not  much 
injured. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  Mr.  Hathaway  es- 
poused the  Tory  cause,  being  connected  by  marriage 
with  the  family  of  Col.  Bradford  Gilbert,  of  Nova 
Scotia.  His  wife  was  Miss  Deborah  Gilbert,  a 
daughter  of  that  gentleman.  In  January,  1777, 
owing  to  his  Tory  principles,  Mr.  Hathaway  was 
obliged  to  leave  the  States.  He  went  to  Nova 
Scotia,  and  remained  nearly  six  years  in  the  family 
of  Col.  Gilbert,  with  the  exception  of  thirteen 
months'  service  upon  a  British  ship-of-war.  Before 
leaving  home  he  placed  his  family  for  safety  in  his 
country  residence,  a  short  distance  north  of  New  Bed- 
ford, where  his  wife  lived  in  retirement,  devoting  her- 
self to  the  instruction  of  her  four  children. 

Her  son,  Thomas  Hathaway,  Jr.,  often  spoke  of  his 
mother  as  *'  a  lady  of  great  personal  dignity  and  re- 
finement," qualifications  borne  in  his  character  to  a 
very  great  degree.  He  was  a  fine  scholar  in  mathe- 
matics and  an  excellent  penman,  and  often  boasted 
that  his  instruction  was  entirely  from  his  mother. 

He  was  their  oldest  child,  and  was  born  in  1768. 
Sept  5,  1778,  the  British  under  Gen.  Grey  landed  to 
burn  New  Bedford,  and  hiding  her  plate  and  valua- 
bles, Mrs.  Hathaway  trusted  to  the  loyalty  of  her 
husband  to  protect  her ;  but  she  was  treated  with  vio- 
lence and  given  a  shock  from  which  she  never  recov- 
ered, but  gradually  failed,  and  died  in  1783,  soon  after 
her  husband's  return. 

Soon  after  the  Revolution  the  noted  Jemima  Wil- 
kinson came  to  New  Bedford  on  a  proselyting  tour, 
and  was  there  at  three  different  times,  once  remaining 
nearly  a  year.  She  made  two  tours  to  Connecticut, 
preaching  nearly  every  day,  and  gathered  many  fol- 
lowers. In  these  two  journeys  she  was  accompanied 
by  Thomas  Hathaway,  who  joined  her  society  in  1784, 
and  his  son,  Thomas  Hathaway,  Jr.  In  1788  she  left 
New  Bedford,  with  a  large  band  of  followers,  for 
Philadelphia,  purposing  to  go  to  Western  New  York 
from  there  and  establish  a  colony  in  that  great  wil- 
derness. Thomas  Hathaway  sold  all  his  property,  • 
much  of  it  at  a  sacrifice,  and,  with  his  four  children, 
— Thomas,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  and  Gilbert, — accompa- 
nied her.  He  was  the  leader  of  an  exploring  party 
sent  the  next  year  to  find  a  locality,  but  after  going 
as  far  as  Painted  Post,  on  the  Canisteo,  they  returned 
with  an  unfavorable  report  Nothing  daunted,  she  in 
1790,  with  her  whole  following,  passed  up  the  Susque- 
hanna to  Newtown,  now  Elmira,  under  the  guidance 
of  Gen.  Sullivan,  who  had  fought  the  Indians  in  that 
section  in  1779.  There  he  left  the  party,  and  with 
great  diflUculty  they  made  their  way  to  the  outlet  of 
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Crooked  (Keuka)  Lake,  which  Thomas  Hathaway 
was  one  of  the  three  of  the  company  tb  first  discover. 
During  the  troublous  times  and  discomforts  of  the 
establishment  of  this  colony,  Thomas  Hathaway.  Sr., 
and  Thomas  Hathaway,  Jr.,  were  of  great  aid  by  rea- 
son of  their  fertile  ingenuity,  good  judgment,  and 
strong,  practical  common  sense.  They  were  fitted 
well  for  this  work,  and  much  of  the  hardship  rested 
upon  them.  Thomas,  Jr.,  and  Gilbert,  his  brother, 
built  the  first  sail- vessel  on  Seneca  Lake,  for  the 
transportation  of  supplies  from  Geneva. 

Thomas  Hathaway,  Sr.,  in  company  with  other 
gentlemen,  bought  large  tracts  of  the  public  lands. 
He  was  a  stanch  follower  of  the  Friend  to  his 
death,  and  gave  freely  of  his  possessions  to  gratify 
her  many  whims.  He  died  in  Jerusalem,  N.  Y.,  in 
1798,  aged  sixty-six  years.  His  daughter  Mary  mar- 
ried Elipbalet  Norris,  and  lived  most  of  her  life  upon 
a  plantation  in  Maryland.  His  daughter  Elizabeth, 
a  lady  of  rare  brilliancy  of  mind  and  dignity  of  char- 
acter, married  Judge  Joshua  Ferris,  of  Tioga  County, 
N.  Y.,  a  gentleman  of  culture,  and  for  many  years 
the  principal  surveyor  of  public  lands  in  the  southern 
section  of  the  State.  He  also  held  many  offices  of 
trust  in  the  gift  of  the  government,  his  commissions 
being  from  Presidents  Washington,  Adams,  and  Jef- 
ferson. Gilbert  Hathaway  was  a  large  landholder  in 
Yates  County,  N.  Y.,  and  lived  to  the  age  of  eighty- 
one  years. 

Thomas  Hathaway,  Jr.,  was  for  many  years  a  regu- 
lar Friend,  and  belonged  to  the  society  of  Jemima 
Wilkinson  until  his  marriage  in  1798  to  Mary, 
daughter  of  Elnathnn  Botsford,  who  was  a  follower 
of  Jemima  Wilkinson,  from  New  Milford,  Conn. 
The  rules  of  the  society  forbade  marriage,  and  both 
were  excommunicated  and  forbidden  to  enter  her 
meetings.  Jemima  endeavored  to  alienate  his  father 
against  them  that  she  might  control  his  large  prop- 
erty, but  did  not  succeed.  He  purchased  five  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  at  one  dollar  per  acre,  for  which 
his  father  had  paid  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  This 
was  sold  in  1855  by  his  descendants  for  sixty-five 
dollars  per  acre.  He  was  for  many  years  one  of  the 
principal  surveyors  of  Western  New  York,  and  was 
prominent  in  civil  and  military  matters.  He  lived 
fifty-nine  years  on  the  farm  in  Milo,  Yates  Co.,  where 
he  first  settled,  raised  seven  children,  and  died  May 
23,  1853,  aged  eighty-four  years.  His  wife  was  a  more 
than  ordinary  woman  in  many  ways,  and  died  Nov. 
3,  1866,  in  her  ninety-sixth  year.  They  were  buried 
in  the  first  cemetery  laid  out  in  the  county,  and  done 
by  Mr.  Hathaway  himself. 


SIMEON   IIAWES. 

Simeon  Hawes  was  born  on  Tarkiln  Hill,  New 
Bedford,  Mass.,  Aug.  14,  1818.  His  palernul  grand- 
father, Levi  Hawes,  was  a  native  of  Stoughton,  Mass., 
and  a  farmer  by  occupation.     Levi  died  at  the  age  of 


forty,  from  the  effects  of  an  injury  he  had  received. 
He  left  a  widow  and  several  children,  of  whom  Levi, 
Jr.,  was  one,  born  May  25,  1792,  in  Stoughton,  Mass. 
In  early  life  he  was  a  hatter  by  trade,  but  during  a 
period  of  more  than  sixty  years  he  was  a  farmer  on 
Tarkiln  Hill,  in  the  town  of  New  Bedford,  Mass., 
where  he  settled  previous  to  1818.  He  was  a  worthy 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  for  more 
than  half  a  century  was  a  deacon  of  the  same.  He 
was  respected,  and  those  who  knew  him  best  were  his 
warmest  friends.  He  married,  first,  Harriet  Peirce, 
in  1813.  She  was  a  relative  of  Mayor  Peirce,  of  Bos- 
ton, and  was  bom  June  16,  1796,  and  died  Feb.  20, 
1820.  Theyhad  four  children, — Levi,  Harriet,  Simeon, 
and  Jason  L.  Harriet  (deceased)  married  Calvin 
Marshall,  of  Easton,  and  had  children, — Levi  and 
Jason  L.,  died  young.  Simeon  alone  remains  of  this 
family.  Levi  Hawes  married  for  his  second  wife, 
July  16, 1820,  Azubah,  daughter  of  Lieut.  Jonathan 
^Capen,  of  Stoughton,  Mass.  His  wife  was  a  Miss 
Glover,  a  member  of  a  very  prominent  family. 

Of  this  union  there  were  Eleanor,  Azubah  (de- 
ceased), Levi  (deceased),  Jonathan  C,  Thomas  R., 
Elisha,  and  David  C.  Mrs.  Hawes  died  August, 
1879,  aged  eighty-eight  years,  and  Mr.  Hawes  died 
April,  1880.  Simeon  Hawes,  above  referred  to,  spent 
his  boyhood  days  upon  his  father's  farm,  receiving 
such  advantages  for  an  education  as  the  district 
schools  of  that  day  afforded.  At  sixteen  we  find  him 
working  on  the  farm  by  the  month  for  Capt  William 
Hathaway,  and  during  the  two  following  years  he 
worked  at  ship-building  for  Wilson  Barstow,  of  Matta- 
poisett.  At  nineteen  he  returned  home,  and  con- 
tinued to  reside  with  his  father,  working  on  the  farm, 
until  he  was  twenty-four.  April  25,  1841,  he  married 
Maria  E.,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Polly  Brightman, 
of  Westport,  Mass.  She  was  born  June  2,  1818,  and 
died  May  26, 1880.  Their  children  are  John  F.,  An- 
drew S.  (deceased),  Charles  S.  (deceased),  Sylvanus 
T.,  Harriet  E.,  Jjcvi  (deceased),  George  W.,  Cynthia 
A.,  Mary  A.,  and  Joseph  B.  Mr.  Hawes  settled  on 
his  present  farm  in  his  native  town  soon  after  his 
marriage,  and  has  resided  here  ever  since.  For  more 
than  fourteen  years  he  has  been  interested  in  the 
manufacture  of  lumber  at  Smith  Mills  and  in  Acush- 
net;  for  twenty -six  years  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
ice  business,  and  owns  a  quarter-interest  in  the  New 
Bedford  Ice  Company,  which  has  proved  remunera- 
tive, and  for  many  years  was  the  superintendent  of 
*'  paving  streets  and  roads.** 

Mr.  Hawes  has  met  with  some  severe  losses  by  fire, 
first  in  1877,  when  his  interest  at  Smith  Mills  was 
destroyed,  and  second,  June  7,  1882,  when  his  house, 
his  ice  buildings,  etc.,  were  destroyed,  causing  a  loss 
of  more  tliun  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  In  politics,  he 
is  a  liepublican.  He  was  ii  member  of  the  Common 
Council  one  year,  but,  as  a  rule,  has  not  been  an 
aspirant  for  political  honors.  Mrs.  Hawes  was  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  he  is  a  liberal 
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sapporter  and  attendant  upon  the  Congregational 
Church.  His  sons  John  F.  and  Sylvanus  T.  are  en- 
gaged with  their  father  in  the  manufacture  of  himber 
at  8inith  Mills,  under  the  firm-name  of  Ilawes  &Son8. 


CAPT.  JONATHAN   CAPEN   HAWES. 

Capt.  Jonathan  Capen  Hawes,  son  of  Levi  by  his 
second  wife,  Azubah  Capen,  was  born  on  the  home 
farm,  Tarkiln  Hill,  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  May  8, 
182G.  He  remained  at  home  assisting  his  father  on 
the  farm  summers  and  attending  the  district  school 
winters  until  he  was  some  fourteen  years  of  age, 
having  in  the  meantime,  however,  lived  with  his  uncle, 
Thomas  Capen,  in  Stoughton,  Mass.,  and  attended 
school  in  that  place  some  six  months. 

At  fourteen  he  left  home  to  learn  the  sail  maker's 
trade  of  one  William  T.  Cook,  and  after  a  short  time 
returned  home  and  went  to  school. 

At  sixteen,  in  1842,  he  commenced  his  whaling  life 
as  a  common  sailor  in  ship  *'  Roman,"  Alex.  R. 
Barker,  master.  Thev  went  to  the  Northwest  coast 
via  Grood  Hope,  returning  via  the  Horn,  thus  com- 
pleting his  first  trip  around  the  world  in  about  two 
years.  His  second  trip  was  with  the  same  captain 
and  ship  as  a  boat-steerer ;  time,  thirty  months. 
During  his  third  voyage,  as  third  officer,  he  visited  the 
eastern  coast  of  the  Eastern  Continent,  and 'was 
gone  some  four  and  one-half  years  from  home.  His 
next  trip  took  him  into  Heh ring's  Strait, — this  time 
as  first  mate.  They  lost  their  ship  at  Fort  Clarence, 
and  Mr.  Hawes  returned  home  via  California  and  the 
Isthmus. 

At  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  in  1854,  Mr.  Hawes 
became  master  of  the  ship  **  Eliza  Adams,"  Edward 
C.  Jones,  agent.  They  went  into  !he  North  Pacific 
Ocean,  were  very  successful,  and  returned  afler  being 
absent  thirty-one  months.  His  second  trip  as  master 
was  in  the  ship  "  Emma  C.  Jones,"  visiting  the  coast 
of  Western  Africa  and  St.  Helena.  Afler  a  voyage 
of  some  twenty-four  months  he  returned  home  and 
remained  some  time,  when  he  again  took  command  of 
a  ship,  this  time  the  "Milo,"  and  visited  the  North 
Pacific  and  Arctic  Oceans.  It  was  during  this  voyage 
that  he  was  captured  by  Capt.  Waddell,  of  the  "Shen- 
andoah." He  compromised  with  Capt  Waddell  by 
giving  bonds  to  the  amount  of  forty-six  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  he  was  permitted  to-  proceed  to 
San  Francisco  with  his  ship  and  some  two  hundred 
men. 

He  closed  his  career  as  a  whaler  in  1869,  and  has 
since  resided  in  his  native  town.  Since  his  return  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  with  his 
brother  Simeon  in  the  Acushnet  Saw-Mill.  In  poli- 
tics he  has  been  a  Republican.  In  1874  he  was  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Council,  and  in  1876  member  of  the 
board  of  aldermen.  He  has  been  three  times  married. 
First  to  JeruHha  Blake,  of  Stoughton,  June  19,  1854. 
They  had  two  children, — Addie  R.  (deceased),  who 


married  John  Leonard,  of  New  Bedford,  and  has  one 
son,  John  H.  Frederick  B.  is  a  young  man,  and  re- 
sides at  home.  Mra.  Hawes  died  at  sea,  in  the  North 
Pacific,  Aug.  8, 1868,  and  her  remains  were  brought 
home  and  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Acushnet.  Capt 
Hawes  married  for  his  second  wife,  Nov.  20,  1869, 
Mrs.  Sylvia  R.  Leonard,  widow  of  John  W.  Leonard, 
and  daughter  of  James  and  Phoebe  Tucker,  of  Dart- 
mouth. They  had  one  daughter,  Alice  T.,  who  died 
at  ten  years.  Mrs.  Hawes  died  June  13,  1876,  and 
the  captain  married  for  his  third  wife,  April  10, 1877, 
Mary  W.,  widow  of  Albert  Collins,  and  daughter  of 
Noah  and  Hannah  Davis,  of  Fall  River.  Of  this 
union  there  have  been  three  children,  viz.,  Jonathan 
C,  Jr.  (deceased),  Mary  A.,  and  Grace  W. 

Capt  Hawes  and  his  brother  Simeon  are  among  the 
wide-awake  business  men  of  Acushnet  Avenue.  They 
make  no  pretensions  to  wealth  or  fame,  but  are  living 
in  a  quiet  way,  surrounded  with  the  comforts  of  happy 
homes,  the  legitimate  result  of  industry  and  frugality. 
They  enjoy  the  confidence  of  their  townsmen,  and  are 
worthy  representatives  of  one  of  the  old  families  of 
New  England. 

EDWARD   HA8EBLL. 

Anything  written  of  the  mercantile  history  of  New 
Bedford  would  be  decidedly  incomplete  without  some- 
thing more  than  a  mere  mention  of  E«iward  Haskell, 
one  for  so  many  years  identified  with  its  business  in- 
terests. He  was  son  of  Deacon  Calvin  and  Ana 
(Hersey)  Haskell,  and  was  born  in  Still  River,  Mass., 
about  1828,  and  passed  his  early  life  in  school,  but  on 
account  of  the  business  reverses  of  his  father  was 
compelled  to  go  to  work  early,  and  finally  was  in  the 
employ  of  a  Boston  firm,  for  whom  he  came  to  New; 
Bed  ford  as  a  young  man  to  dispose  of  a  stock  of  goods, 
intending  only  to  remain  a  short  time ;  but  meeting 
with  success,  his  employers  concluded  to  keep  him  in 
trade* here,  especially  as  he  liked  the  place  and  found 
warm  friends.  In  1849  he  began  business  for  himself 
in  a  small  way  on  the  west  side  of  Purchase  Street, 
between  William  and  Union  Streets,. as  a  dry-goods 
merchant.  He  was  successful,  full  of  energy,  and 
very  popular,  and  after  a  year  or  so  passed  there, 
moved  across  the  street  to  the  middle  store  of  the 
number  lately  occupied  by  him.  Here  his  business 
rapidly  increased,  and  he  showed  remarkable  business 
capacity  in  securing  the  class  of  goods  most  salable, 
and  introduced  many  departments  not  strictly  classed 
as  dry  goods.  For  more  than  thirty  years  Mr.  Has- 
kell continued  in  trade  on  the  same  site,  and  was 
compelled  to  enlarge  the  capacity  of  his  premises 
frequently,  and  finally,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  Dec. 
11,  1882,  the  firm  of  Edward  Haskell  &  Co.  (formed 
in  1876)  occupied  four  stores,  consolidated  into  one 
large  emporium  of  trade.  In  spite  of  competition  of 
the  closest  kind,  Mr.  Haskell  had  a  steady  advance 
in  his  business  from  his  very  first  day  of  trade,  and 
stood  for  years  as  the  leading  and  representative  mer- 
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chant  of  New  Bedford.  He  married,  first,  Sarah 
Claflin,  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  by  whom  he  had  one 
child,  George  Edward,  now  the  junior  member  of  the 
mercantile  house  of  Abram  French  &  Co.,  Boston, 
Mass.  He  married,  second,  Louisa  B.,  only  daughter 
of  Alexander  H.  and  Louisa  (Crandall)  Seabury,  of 
New  Bedford.  They  had  two  children, — Mary  Cran- 
dall and  Helen  Parker.  Mr.  Haskell  was  for  many 
years  a  prominent  and  active  member  of  the  North 
Congregational  Church  of  New  Bedford,  and  was  one 
of  its  deacons,  and  for  eleven  years  was  superintendent 
of  its  flourishing  Sabbath-school,  in  which  he  was 
greatly  interested. 

He  was  a  man  of  very  fine  taste  in  art,  and  was  a 
rare  judge  of  paintings,  statuary,  and  other  kindred 
works.  He  was  very  fond  of  pets,  had  a  gpreat  fancy 
for  fine  horses,  pigeons,  fowls,  etc.,  and  raised  many 
of  them.  He  was  an  enthusiastic  lover  of  flowers,^ 
and  engaged  with  all  the  ardor  of  his  nature  in  hor- 
ticulture. He  was  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts 
Horticultural  Society,  and  was  awarded  a  silver 
medal  for  his  collection  of  **  NymphaDas"  in  its  an- 
nual exhibition  in  1881.  Among  the  lovers  and  cul- 
tivators of  flowers  he  took  a  high  rank.  He  was  a 
man  of  positive  character,  carrying  nearly  everything 
he  undertook  to  completion.  He  had  a  pleasant, 
winning  manner,  and  treated  every  one  with  the  most 
perfect  courteny.  He  was  firm  in  opposition  to  any- 
thing he  deemed  wrong,  but  equally  as  strong  in  ad- 
vocating anything  for  the  improvement  and  elevation 
of  mankind.  He  was  generous  and  hospitable  to  a 
fault,  and  many  acts  of  his  kindness  are  known  only 
to  those  who  received  the  benefits  of  his  broad  char- 
ity. In  many  things  Mr.  Haskell  was  sensitive  to 
the  utmost  degree.  His  love  for  the  beautiful  was 
manifested  in  everything,  in  the  adornment  of  home 
and  grounds,  in  the  decoration  of  his  place,  in  per- 
sonal appearance  and  dress,  in  artistic  display  of 
goods,  etc.  In  the  home  circle  he  was  a  loving  hus- 
band, and  a  father  who  gratified,  if  possible,  every 
wish.  He  was  a  strong  friend,  a  very  pleasant  and 
social  companion,  with  a  large  number  of  personal 
friends  in  the  leading  circles  of  society.  He  gave  at 
all  times  his  time  and  money  freely  for  church  and 
benevolent  purposes.  A  fluent  and  effective  speaker, 
he  was  always  ready  to  respond  when  asked  to  speak 
for  any  good  cause,  and  was  one  of  the  most  unselfish 
of  men,  seeming  only  to  be  fully  happy  when  doing 
something  for  the  happiness  or  benefit  of  others.  In 
him  the  poor  lost  a  true  friend,  and  New  Bedford  one 
of  her  keenest  business  men  and  public-spirited  citi- 
zens. 


FREDERICK    PARKER. 

Frederick  Parker  was  the  son  of  the  well-known 
merchant  of  New  Bedford,  John  Avery  Parker.  He 
was  born  during  the  residence  of  his  parents  at  West- 
port,  the  16th  of  May,  1806.     On  the  completion  of 


his  collegiate  course  at  Brown's  University,  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  he  entered  his  father's  ofllce,  and  in  a 
short  time  became  a  co-partner  with  him,  under  the 
firm-name  of  John  A.  Parker  &  Bon. 

In  business  affairs  he  possessed  in  a  marked  degree 
the  power  of  discerning  the  abilities  of  men.  This 
acuteness  of  judgment  enabled  him  to  select  for  em- 
ployment those  of  such  character  and  efficiency  as 
led  to  a  remarkable  uniformity  of  success.  Ha  re- 
mained in  business  with  his  father  until  1848,  when 
on  his  change  of  residence  to  the  city  of  New  York, 
the  co-partnership  was  dissolved. 

The  death  of  John  Avery  Parker  in  1863  recalled 
him  to  New  Bedford  to  fulfill  the  duties  incumbent 
upon  him  as  one  of  the  executors  of  his  father's  es- 
tate, the  final  settlement  of  which  he  did  not  live  to 
see.  From  tliis  time  until  his  death  he  resided  tliere 
engaged  in  the  commission  and  whale-fishery  busi- 
ness. 

In  1854,  on  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  James 
Arnold,  he  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Bedford  Com- 
mercial Bank  (now  the  National  Bank  of  Commerce), 
which  position  he  held  until  his  death. 

Mr.  Parker  married  a  member  of  one  of  the  old 
families  of  New  Be<lford,  Abby  Coggcshail,  daughter 
of  Haydon  Coggeshall,  on  Feb.  11,  1829.  They 
visited  Europe  in  1882,  and  again  in  1841,  remaining 
over-a  year  each  time.  He  erected  in  1859  on  Acush- 
net  Avenue,  New  Bedford,  a  hand«*ome  re>*idence. 
He  had  lived  in  it  but  a  few  months  when  a  sudden 
accident  terminated  his  life. 

Mr.  Parker  had  no  children,  but  be  adopte<l  at  an 
early  age  the  orphan  daughter  of  his  wife's  eldest 
brother,  who  had  been  his  most  intimate  friend.  To 
her  and  her  son  he  bequeathed  his  fortune. 

Mr.  Parker  was  striking  in  appearance,  being  six 
feet  in  height,  of  very  handsome  physique,  and  fine 
erect  carriage.  He  was  a  stanch  friend  to  those  dear 
to  him,  and  was  well  known  for  his  generous  hospi- 
tality. His  place  in  the  estimation  of  the  public  was 
high,  as  the  following,  from  the  New  Bedford  Daily 
Mercury  of  Oct.  22,  18G1,  shows: 

"  Frederick  Parker,  £^.,  of  this  city,  died  about 
three  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon.  His  death,  so 
sudden,  produced  a  shock  in  our  community,  where 
Mr.  Parker  has  so  long  resided  and  in  which  he  has 
been  so  prominent.  It  is  a  public  loss  which  will  be 
keenly  feit,.not  alone  by  those  who  formed  the  circle, 
and  that  was  large,  of  Mr.  Parker's  personal  friends, 
but  by  the  mass  of  our  citizens,  who  more  or  less  will 
be  atlected  by  it.  A  man  of  wealth,  money  was  not 
his  idol ;  it  was  not  an  end  with  him  but  a  means, 
and  he  dispensed  it  with  a  liberal  hand.  Those  who 
knew  him  most  intimately  speak  in  warm  terms  of  his 
unad'ectcd  kindness  and  of  his  forgetful ncss  of  self  in 
his  unwearied  devotion  to  those  dependent  upon  him." 
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Conoluftion. — We  cannot  more  fittingly  close  our 
history  of  this  grand  old  municipality  than  by  quot- 
ing the  language  of  one  of  her  most  illustrious  and 
honored  citizens,  the  Hon.  William  W.  Crapo: 

"  Beautiful,  indeed,  for  situation  is  this  city  of 
New  Redford.  Few  places  are  there  on  this  continent, 
or  elsewhere,  which  so  well  unite  the  institutions, 
benefits,  and  advantages  of  the  city  with  the  fresh- 
ness and  simplicity  and  comfort  of  rural  life.  Lying 
between  green  pastures  on  the  one  hand  and  the  still 
waters  of  the  river  on  the  other,  fronting  upon  this 
bay,  which  is  as  charming  as  the  Bay  of  Naples,  and 
rising  with  the  elevation  of  conscious  pride  from  its 
shores,  its  physical  condition  and  position  are  delight- 
ful beyond  exception.  We  rejoice  to  observe  and  re- 
member that  those  who  have  shaped  its  outward  for- 
tunes have  been  studious  to  make  it  attractive  and 
healthful  as  the  home  of  a  cultured  and  enlightened 
people.  Its  well-made  and  well-kept  avenues  and 
streets,  shaded  by  long  lines  of  trees,  which  our 
fathers  have  planted ;  its  complete  and  cleanly  drain- 
age, which  the  incoming  and  outgoing  tides  make 
perfect  and  efficient;  its  abundant  and  pure  water, 
distributed  and  available  for  all  the  purposes  of  do- 
mestic, mechanical,  and  protecting  use;  its  trained, 
alert,  and  electric  fire  department;  its  well-diffused 
system  for  gas-lighting;  its  schools,  its  churches  and 
cliapels,  and  bethel ; .  its  hospital,  its  home  for  orphans, 
its  many  unions  of  hearts  and  hands  for  good  works ; 
its  comfortable  and  pleasant  homes,  after  the  best 
methods  of  New  England  life,  combine  to  make  this 
municipality  worthy  of  our  best  affections  and  of  our 
constant  effort  for  its  prosperity  and  peace." 


CHAPTER    XIII. 


ACUSIlNET.i 


AcusHNBT  is  alphabetically  the  first,  and  chrono- 
logically the  last  town  in  Bristol ;  the  section  of  land 
which  bears  this  name  being  until  recently  parts  of 
other  towns.  It  is  a  pleasant  little  township  in  the 
southerly  and  easterly  part  of  the  county.  It  is 
bounded  northerly  by  Freetown,  easterly  by  Roches- 
ter (in  Plymouth  County),  southerly  by  Fairhaven, 
and  westerly  by  New  Bedford.  It  derives  its  name 
from  the  Indian  name  of  this  section  of  old  Dart- 
mouth, which  was  variously  spelled  in  the  records  of 
the  seventeenth  century, — Cushenagg,  Accusshaneck, 
Acushena,  Acquessent,  Acusshna,  Aquishnet,  Aquset, 
and  Acushnet. 

From  1664  to  1787  nearly  all  of  Acushnet  that 
now  is  was  a  part  of  old  Dartmouth ;  from  1787  to 
1812  it  was  a  part  of  New  Bedford ;  and  from  1812 
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to  1860  it  was  included  in  Fairhaven.  The  subject 
of  dividing  the  town  of  Fairhaven  was  agitated  a 
long  while  before  the  act  occurred.  The  people  in 
the  north  part  of  the  town  felt  that  as  that  section 
was  sparsely  populated  they  aid  not  get  their  share 
of  the  appropriation,  especially  for  schools.  Then 
after  the  old  Presbyterian  meeting-house  was  torn 
down,  the  question  came  where  to  build  a  new  one. 
The  people  in  the  village  of  Fairhaven  wanted  it 
nearer  them,  and  finally  succeeded  in  having  it  built 
on  an  acre-lot  just  north  of  Woodside  Cemetery,  on  the 
Fairhaven  road.  This  building  was  subsequently 
burned  by  an  incendiary  fire.  The  meetings  were 
then  held  down  in  Fairhaven  village ;  this  was  the 
straw  that  broke  the  camel's  back,  and  the  "  north- 
enders"  renewed  iheir  purpose  for  a  division.  Among 
the  zealous  advocates  of  the  division  and  one  of  the 
leaders  of  the  movement  was  Rev.  Israel  Washburn, 
who  owned  the  farm  on  which  he  resided,  situated 
next  north  of  the  present  Laura  Keene  farm  in 
Acushnet.  Mr.  Washburn  was  a  man  of  firmness,  of 
a  strong,  positive  nature,  with  a  good  intellect  and 
readiness  of  speech,  and  was  well  calculated  to  be 
chosen  as  leader  in  such  a  movement  He  was  born 
in  this  town  in  1796,  in  the  last  house  on  the  north 
side  of  the  road  leading  eastward  from  White's  fac- 
tory. He  was  for  many  years  in  the  Methodist  min- 
istry, before  and  after  his  residence  in  Acushnet  at 
the  time  of  the  division,  a  part  of  which  time  he  was 
in  the  grocery  business  at  Parting  Ways,  as  I.  Wash- 
burn &  Son  (William  H.  Washburn).  His  name 
heads  a  petition  made  to  the  General  Court  of  the 
winter  of  1858-59,  praying  for  a  division  of  the  town. 
The  petition  was  before  the  legislative  committee, 
but  no  other  action  was  taken  than  to  refer  the  sub- 
ject to  the  next  General  Court.  The  petitioners  at 
once  set  about  procuring  all  that  was  necessary  t6  aid 
them  to  success  at  the  following  session. 

In  a  warrant  issued  for  a  town-meeting  in  Fair- 
haven April  4,  1859,  article  eleven  aaked  action  on 
the  petitions  of  Rev.  Israel  Washburn  and  others, 
"  now  referred  to  the  next  Legislature,"  with  refer- 
ence to  a  division  of  the  town,  and  it  was  voted  that 
a  committee  of  five  be  nominated  by  the  chair  to  de- 
fine a  line  of  division  of  the  town  and  report  This 
committee  as  appointed  and  chosen  consisted  of  Isaac 
Wood^  Arthur  Cox,  Jonathan  Cowen,  Cyrus  £.  Clark, 
Charles  H.  Adams,  and  John  Ellis.  This  committee 
reported  at  a  meeting  of  June  2, 1859,  and  this  same 
committee  was  requested  to  appear  before  the  next 
Legislature  and  present  all  the  facts  in  the  case  that 
could  be  procured  by  them.  They  did  so,  and  not 
only  that,  but  a  petition  in  favor  of  the  division  was 
also  presented,  signed  by  a  large  number  of  the  resi- 
dents of  the  south  part  of  the  town.  A  result  of  this 
was  that  the  committee  of  the  Legislature  before 
which  the  matter  was  heard  reported  in  favor  of  the 
division,  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  Legislature  at  once  passed  the  following : 
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Theact  ofincorporaCion  woBApproTed  Feb,  13,1860. 
It  ivas  aigiied  by  N.  P.  Bunlcs,  Oovenior,  and  Olivet 
.  Warner,  Secretary  of  Slate.  Fairliaven,  at  ibe  time 
of  tlie  "set  off,"  was  in  the  Twelfth  (Brifittil)  Repre- 
BentBtive  District,  together  with  Freetown  and  Berk- 
ley.   The  district  was  entitled  to  two  reprexentntiven. 

The  linit  public  meeting  of  the  legal  voters  of  the 
new  town  was  held  Marcli  14,  1860,  in  the  "engliic- 
house,"  which  etanda  in  the  village  on  the  north  side 
of  the  road,  nearly  opposite  the  pantonage  house  of  the 


Metbodiat  Society.  Jonea  Robiugoo,  Esq.,  who  re- 
dded (in  the  Fairhaven  road,  a  prominent  man  in 
public  affaire,  wa»  cho«en  moderator.  Jabes  Wood 
waa  elected  town  clerk,  cnllector,  and  treiuiurer.  The 
other  important  offlce«  were  filled  as  followa:  For  se- 
lectmen, OBseagon,  and  overseers  of  the  poor,  Cyrus 
E.  Clark,  Benjamin  Wilson,  and  Benjamin  White; 
for  gchool  committee,  Jabez  Wood  for  three  years, 
Rev.  Philip  Crandon  for  two  years,  and  George  P. 
Morse  for  one  year;  and  Philip  A.  Bradford  was 
choacn  constable,  an  office  to  which  he  has  been  re- 
elected every  yeiir  since.  On  the  24th  of  the  follow- 
ing month  Mr.  Crandon  reaignod  the  otficu  iif  vchool 
committee,  and  Walter  Spooner  wiia  chotwn  hia  suc- 
cauor.  There  have  been  but  few  chaiigw  in  the  ofR- 
cers  of  the  town,  which  gpealiH  well  for  thulr  fidelity. 

The  office  of  town  clerk,  collector,  and  treiuurer 
wag  filled  from  I8G0-S5,  inclusive,  byJnbcK  Wood; 
from  1866-70,  incluBive,  by  Benjamin  White;  1871, 
by  George  P.  Morse ;  1872,  by  George  F.  Olaaso.  who 
naa  partially  disabled  in  the  late  war;  from  1873-81, 
inclusive,  George  P.  Morae ;  and  in  1882  Caleb  Slotle 
was  chosen.  For  selectmen,  overseers  of  the  poor, 
and  assesMD',  Cyrus  E.  Clark  served  in  18lJ0-(i>'i ;  [Icn- 
jaiiiin  Wilson,  in  ISliO^U;  Uoiijainin  White,  in  1860- 
63,  1867-70,  1872-73;  Capt.  Pardon  Tuber,  Jr.,  from 
1864-82,  iucluaive;  Walter  Spooner,  from  1864-82, 
inclusive,  excepting  the  year  1679;  John  Tuck,  in 
1871;  Joshua  Morse,  in  1875-78;  Joshua  Leonard, 
from  1878-82,  inclusive.  The  following  persons  have 
served  on  the  school  committee:  Jahca  Wood,  Itev. 
Philip  Crandon,  George  P.  Morao,  Walter  Spoonur, 
MarcuB  Ashley,  Amos  II.  IIaswe1l,Qcorg<:T.  UushuII, 
Jr.,  llev.  Joaephua  W.  llorlou,  Itichnrd  Davis,  Jr.. 
Frederick  Wing,  Walter  A.  Davis,  Augustus  White, 
Charles  L,  Russell,  Leonard  Keene,  Jonathan  Tabcr, 
George  F.  Olasse,  Burrage  Y.  Warner,  Capt.  Edward 
K.  Ashley,  Thomas  E.  Bradley,  Caleb  Slade,  Perei  S. 
Doty.  The  longest  term  of  service  was  tliat  of  George 
P.  Morse,  who  was  a  member  of  the  committee. 

Acushnet  being  in  the  district  with  other  townx,  it 
is  entitled  to  a  representation  to  the  General  Court  but 
occasionally,  It  has  sent  four  since  ila  incorporation. 
The  linit  representative  was  William  II.  Washburn, 
Eaq.  Mr.  Washburn  was  a  sou  of  Rev.  Israel  Wash- 
buru,  and  for  many  years  a  resident  of  the  town, 
being  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  wheelwright  bUBi- 
nesa.  Always  interested  in  the  welfare  uf  the  town, 
fae  was  especially  so  during  the  war,  when  he  had 
charge  of  enliHting,  drafting,  and  filling  ijiiotas,  and 
served  two  years  in  the  I^jegislaturo  to  the  great  satis- 
faction of  his  constituents.  The  next  was  Walter 
Spooner,  Esq.,  who  has  faithfully  served  the  town  in 
many  capacities.  He  was  in  the  House  two  years. 
Mr.  Spooner,  who  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Roiinsevel  Spooner, 
is  from  "  honorable"  atock,  his  great-grandfather 
being  Hon.  Walter  Spooner,  and  his  grandriUher  was 
Hon.  Aklen  Spooner,  who  was  an  uncle  of  the  Hon. 
Nathaniel  S[HMner,  all  of  this  tovfn. 
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The  third  representative  was  Benjamin  White,  Esq., 
a  highly-esteemed  citizen  of  the  town,  and  who  has 
\Hsen  hcmored  by  it  with  many  offices  of  trust  and  re- 
sponsibility. In  consequence  of  redistricting  the 
State,  Mr.  White  was  in  the  Legislature  but  one  year. 

The  next  one  was  Capt.  Joseph  Burt,  Jr.  He  for- 
merly resided  in  New  Bedford,  did  good  service  in  the 
army,  and  since  the  war  has  lived  in  this  town,  which 
he  represented  one  year.  Acushnet  has  furnished  one 
senator  to  the  General  Court,  Hon.  Joshua  Morse  fill- 
ing the  office..   The  above  were  all  Republicans. 

Acushnet  is  fifty-five  miles  from  Boston,  and  its 
only  railroad  facilities  are  the  Old  Colony,  which 
passes  along  and  about  a  mile  west  of  its  western 
boundary.  The  land  is  generally  quite  even,  and  the 
soil  in  some  parts  well  adapted  to  agricultural  pur- 
poses. Most  of  the  land  is  high,  dry,  and  admirably 
suited  to  residence.  Ferry  Hill,  though  but  a  mile 
from  the  river,  on  the  easterly  side  of  the  town,  is 
nearly  one  hundred  and  fifly  feet  above  the  sea.  A 
spot  near  this  was  selected  as  one  of  the  stations  of 
tlie  State  Trigonometrical  Survey.  In  addition  to 
the  beautiful  Acushnet  River,  which  flows  southerly 
through  its  centre,  it  has  another  attractive  stream 
which  flows  out  of  its  southeast  angle  and  empties 
into  the  Mattapoisett  River. 

The  Acushnet  water,  which  supplies  the  city  of 
New  Bedford,  is  from  ponds  located  in  the  north  part 
of  the  town,  and  from  which  flows  the  Acushnet 
River.  The  reservoir  of  nearly  three  hundred  acres 
is  located  in  a  romantic  spot.  The  dam  which  is 
built  to  form  this  impounding  reservoir  and  to  elevate 
the  waters  of  the  Acushnet  to  forty  feet  above  mean 
tide  is  on  the  Wilson  farm,  about  seven  miles  from 
New  Bedford.  The  drainage  above  this  dam  com- 
prises between  three  and  four  thousand  acres,  and  is 
ezceedihgly  well  adapted  for  the  collection  and  stor- 
age of  a  large  supply  of  pure  water.  The  reservoir 
is  two  and  a  half  miles  long  and  from  one-eighth  to 
nearly  one-half  mile  wide,  giving  a  storage  capacity 
of  four  hundred  million  gallons  of  water. 

In  1875  Acushnet  had  a  total  population  of  1059, 
most  of  whom  are  engaged  in  general  farming,  mar- 
ket gardening,  and  producing  milk.  The  number  of 
farms  is  142,  covering  8041  acres,  which,  together 
with  4600  acres  of  woodland,  is  valued  at  $446,750. 
The  geological  formation  is  feldspathic  gneiss  and 
granite.  It  has  seven  saw-mills,  which  turn  out 
large  quantities  of  long  lumber,  shingles,  box-boards, 
and  bark,  which  are  exported. 

The  personal  property  of  the  town  is  valued  at 
$122,500;  total  valuation,  1569,250;  rate  of  taxation, 
about  80  cents  per  $100.  The  products  of  manufac- 
ture are  $51,356,  and  of  agriculture  $101,994 ;  total, 
$153,344. 

Considerable  business  has  been  and  is  still  carried 
on  on  the  stream  above  the  village.  The  first  fulling- 
mill  in  this  section  was  on  this  stream.  The  building 
is  still  standing  and  has  been  used  as  k  saw-mill  by 


the  Acushnet  Saw-Mill  Company,  consisting  of  Sim- 
eon and  Jonathan  Hawes  and  N.  Hervey  Wilbor. 
Since  1869  there  is  turned  out  here  annually  about 
six  hundred  thousand  feet  of  box-boards,  sixty-six 
thousand  feet  of  long  lumber,  and  forty  thousand 
shingles. 

There  was  originally  only  a  saw-  and  grist-mill 
here,  afterwards  a  fulling-,  dressing-,  and  carding- 
mill,  at  which  time  it  was  in  possession  of  William 
Rotcli.  Subsequently  for  many  years  it  was  owned 
by  Morgan  &  Lund,  and  used  for  the  manufacture  of 
paper. 

About  a  mile  up  the  stream,  on  a  cross-road,  was 
originally  another  saw-mill.  The  property  came  into 
the  hands  of  Phineas  White,  who  built  a  cotton-mill 
there  in  1811.  Mr.  White  had  associated  with  him 
Capt.  Joseph  Whelden  and  Ansel  White.  Business 
prospered,  and  Capt  Whelden  withdrew  and  built  a 
stone  cotton-factory  on  the  stream  a  mile  farther 
north,  the  walls  of  which  are  now  standing. 

On  a  stream  which  enters  the  Acushnet  near  the 
Whelden  Mill  is  situated  another  saw-mill,  run  by 
George  P.  and  Edward  Morse.  Ansel  White,  brother 
of  Phineas,  withdrew  from  the  lower  fiictory  and  built 
a  cotton-mill  in  connection  with  a  saw-mill  which 
stood  on  the  stream  to  the  westward  of  Long  Plain. 
No  cotton  machinery  has  been  run  in  town  for  many 
years.  The  Phineas  White  mill  privilege  was  pur- 
chased by  S.  B.  Hamblin,  an  extensive  lumber  mer- 
chant, who  uses  it  exclusively  for  sawing. 

Another  item  of  business  worth  noting  is  that  of 
Ebenezer  Leonard,  who  has  carried  on  boat-building 
in  town  since  the  1st  of  January,  1862.  He  has  con- 
structed during  the  time  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven  whale-boats  for  the  New  Bedford  shipping,  car- 
rying them  thence,  a  distance  of  six  miles,  on  trucks. 
This  gives  an  average  of  about  thirty-one  boats  a 
year,  and  some  years  he  has  built  one  a  week. 

Many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Acushnet  have  been 
engaged  in  the  whale  fishery  ;  among  the  number  the 
following  with  others  were  master-mariners:  Jacob 
Taber,  Cornelius  Howland,  Pardon  Taber,  Jr.,  God- 
frey Macomber,  Andrew  Wing,  William  Ashley,  Ma- 
son Taber,  Edward  R.  Ashley,  Joseph  Bennett,  Obed. 
Nye,  Henry  Packard,  David  Corcoran,  James  R. 
Allen,  Stephen  Hathaway,  Martin  Bowen,  Stephen 
Kempton,  Marcus  Taber,  Stephen  Braley,  Francis 
Butts,  Stephen  Taber. 

Quite  an  extensive  business  has  been  carried  on  iu 
town  in  the  manufacture  of  candle-  and  soap-boxes. 
The  principal  ones  engaged  in  it  now  are  John  Lom- 
bard and  Emory  Cushman,  on  the  Long  Plain  road. 
The  factory  of  the  latter  occupies  the  site  of  one  of 
the  oldest  landmarks  in  the  county.  It  is  situated 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  north  of  Parting 
Ways  and  an  eighth  of  a  mile  eastward  of  the  road. 
There  was  a  saw-  and  gristmill  here  in  the  early  day 
of  the  settlement  of  this  section,  and  subsequently  a 
fulling-mill.    Wool  was  carded,  cloth    fulled   and 
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dre86ed,  and  buttons  made  here.  Near  the  factory 
stood,  till  quite  recently  consumed  by  fire,  one  of  the 
oldest  houses  in  the  county.  It  was  exoeedingly  old- 
fashioned,  the  upper  story  projecting  bey  ond  the  lower 
one  several  feet  all  around.  A  massive  stone  chim- 
ney was  in  the  centre,  and  doors  and  windows  were 
very  antique.  It  was  built  by  Jacob  Taber,  and  was 
subsequently  occupied  by  his  son  Amaziah.  Thankful, 
daughter  of  Amaziah,  became  the  wife  of  Gideon 
Wood,  of  Dartmouth,  and  the  bid  farm  came  into  the 
Wood  family  by  will  from  Amaziah  to  Gideon's  son 
Thomas,  where  it  has  remained  till  very  lately.  The 
last  one  of  the  Wood  family  that  occupied  it  was 
Jabez,  the  son  of  Thomas ;  he  was  the  first  town  clerk 
of  Acushnet.  Henry  T.  Wood,  of  New  Bedford,  son 
of  Thomas,  has  a  painting  by  the  artist  William  A 
Wall  of  the  old  house  and  an  interesting  scene  near 
it.  Amaziah  Taber,  who  was  a  Friend,  was  on  peace- 
ful and  confidential  terms  with  the  Indians,  who  were 
numerous  about  here  then.  During  the  King  Philip 
war  some  scouts  had  been  up  in  the  Squawbetty  coun- 
try, to  the  eastward  of  the  house,  and  had  captured 
some  of  these  Indians.  As  they  were  marching  past 
the  old  house  on  their  way  to  the  camps  of  the  white 
men  they  halted,  and  Amaziah  had  a  conversation 
with  them.  This  real  incident  is  very  faithfully  rep- 
resented in  the  painting. 

Another  old  dwelling  is  the  Tobey  house,  a  gable- 
roofed  building  on  the  east  side  of  Mill  road,  about 
one  quarter  of  a  mile  above  the  bridge  in  the  village. 
It  was  at  one  time  occupied  by  Dr.  Elisha  Tobey,  one 
of  the  earliest  physicians  of  the  locality.  He  was 
born  in  1722,  probably  in  this  house.  Oapt.  Lemuel 
S.  Aiken,  of  Fairhaven,  says  that  when  the  British 
marauders  made  their  excursion  through  the  village 
of  Acushnet  in  1778,  a  party  left  the  main  body 
where  the  Mill  road  begins  near  the  bridge,  and 
went  up  as  far  as  this  lold  house,  the  first  one  they 
came  to.  The  good  wife  was  baking  pork  and  beans, 
and,  attracted  by  the  appetizing  odor,  they  made  a 
raid  on  the  oven  in  the  cellar,  and  soon  put  its  con- 
tents out  of  sight.  Oapt.  Aiken  goes  on  to  say, 
**  They  then  robbed  the  house  of  what  they  wanted 
and  endeavored  to  destroy  the  rest.  But  the  British 
pilferers,  in  going  down  the  cellar,  left  the  door  wide 
open,  and  that  effectually  prevented  their  seeing  an- 
other door  immediately  behind  it  leading  to  a  room 
where  their  most  valuable  clothing  was  deposited,  and 
by  that  means  was  saved.  Another  instance  of  the 
same  occurred  at  Bartholomew  Tuber's  (just  northeast 
of  the  present  village  of  Fairhaven).  They  burned 
several  bouses  at  the  Head  of  the  River,  among  them 
one  belonging  to  Capt.  Crandon,  who,  to  revenge 
himself  on  the  British  marauders,  would  not  suffer  his 
new  house  to  be  placed  over  the  old  cellar,  nor  suffer 
the  cellar  to  be  filled  up,  until  his  son,  having  the 
management  in  some  measure  of  his  father's  business, 
accomplished  it.  It  was  at  Acushnet  village  that 
Lieut.  Motcalf  was  mortally  wounded.     He  was  from 


Boaton,  and  belonged  to  the  Continental  army.  The 
first  building  they  burned  after  leaving  the  Head  of 
the  River  was  a  house  a  half-mile  below  Parting 
Ways,  on  the  west  side  of  the  road,  on  the  premiaea 
now  owned  by  David  Russell,  then  occupied  by  Ool. 
Pope,  of  the  Continental  army.  Eldad  Tupper,  a 
Tory,  well  acquainted  in  these  parts,  acted  as  their 
guide,  and  would  inform  them  of  all  holding  office  or 
commissions.  As  they  proceeded  south  near  by  they 
came  to  Stephen  and  Thomas  Hathaway's.  The  lat- 
ler  was  a  man  of  handsome  property  for  those  days 
and  without  children,  but  he  had  a  ward  living  with 
him  (Jonathan  Kempton),  who  eventually  inherited 
it.  At  the  time  the  fieet  anchored  he  was  at  the  lower 
end  of  Sconticut  Neck,  and  he  left  immediately  for 
home  to  remove  the  household  furniture  to  a  place  of 
safety. 

**  After  packing  up  he  took  a  small  tranki  contain- 
ing quite  a  valuable  quantity  of  silver.  As  he  stepped 
out  of  the  door  he  was  met  by  their  advance-guard, 
who  told  him  they  would  relieve  him  from  any  fur- 
ther care  of  the  trunk.  After  taking  what  things 
they  wanted  from  the  house,  they  collected  oeds  and 
bedding  in  a  chamber  and  set  fire  to  them,  and  very 
luckily  shut  the  doors.  They  took  Mr.  Kempton  a 
prisoner,  and  told  him  they  should  talce  him  to  New 
York.  He  entreated  them  to  set  him  at  liberty. 
After  carrying  him  to  the  end  of  a  lane  leading  to  the 
house  they  consented,  after  taking  one  of  the  two 
pairs  of  breeches  that  he  had  on.  That  he  had  two 
pair  they  knew  from  having  robbed  him  of  his  watch, 
but  they  informed  him  that  they  must  fire  at  him  as 
a  deserter,  which  they  did,  whether  with  tlie  inten- 
tion of  hitting  him  or  not  he  never  knew.  The  ball, 
however,  hit  a  large  cherry-tree,  one  of  a  number 
that  lined  the  lane  leading  to  his  house.  Mr.  Kemp- 
ton returned  to  the  house  in  time  to  extinguish  the 
fire." 

This  Stephen  Hathaway  house  still  stands  on  a 
rocky  hill  on  the  east  side  of  the  Fairhaven  road,  a 
half-mile  north  of  the  Acushnet  line.  A  quarter  of  a 
mile  south  of  this  house,  on  the  same  side  of  the  road, 
and  a  few  yards  northeast  of  a  well  at  present  in  the 
highway,  stood  a  store  belonging  to  either  Obed  or 
Micah  Hathaway.  This  was  also  burned.  No  more 
damage  was  done  by  the  excursionists  until  they 
reached  the  Fairhaven  line,  an  eighth  of  a  mile  far- 
ther south. 

Good  service  was  done  by  Acushnet  men  in  the 
wars  of  1776,  of  1812,  and  of  1861-65.  The  following 
is  the  roll  of  honor  of  the  last  war: 

Samuel  Pierc«,  Artemas  M or««,  I<eander  Waaltburii,  Lyniuu  N.  OMwell, 
Liiiut  K.  (^wttll,  Oourge  Pierce,  Cliiu-loe  K.  Uolilneou,  Vn&ucie  ¥. 
Deuuett,  Thuume  W.  Clmpiuau,  Claienue  L.  Hiiriiiigtun,  David  D. 
Pierce,  Ma«iU  W.  Page,  Qeorge  F.  QibU,  Wiillum  OeHtiiig,  William 
V.  Terrell,  Jultii  Stuiiur,  Juliii  W.  Uullimt,  Jaauii  S.  Puckliam,  AUicii 
Biwoiier,  Lymau  Sitoouor,  Aiidivw  A.Oulo,  Arthur  II.  ISruuk,  G«*urgo 
I).  UUbee,  Francia  Pittaley,  William  Pitlitloy,  Levi  PitUl<*y,  Allurt 
G.  Untley,  Juliun  Valentiuo,  Jninwt  0.  Juiinaun,  Henry  Smitiiaou, 
Viclur  Ueucucu.Georgu  lleuley,  Jamt^aT.  Hull,  Hubert  Lynch,  Horace 
Webater,  Daniel  V.  Suiilb,  David  P.  Caawull,  Clarence  A.  BeArae, 
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9!aeoh«ni  If.  Wiif ht,  AlezMider  O.  Pierce,  Joenph  8.  Spooner,  Thomat 
8.  Potter,  Wllllmn  D.  Gnebinf ,  John  KIHn,  Oeorg«>  8.  Fox,  John  W. 
neire.  Theotlore  A.  TiUier,  Willliim  Vfnttn,  Wllllnni  Wiuhbnm, 
SftYery  0.  nraloj,  Jeplhn  SImnionii,  8iimnel  rirrer,  Ifnrlin  Y.  Ham- 
mond, Rfiliert  K.  liMYltt,  George  F.  Bmlej,  Gapl.  Imac  Draley,  WIU 
Ham  Graeoj,  Bpwiand  Taber. 

The  following  persons  served  in  the  navy  during 
the  late  war : 

Jonathan  D.  Bntta,  on  the  U.  8.  8.  **  I^odtma  ;**  Walter  A.  Pierce,  on  the 
*  U.  8. 8. "  Flej,**  and  on  the  **  Congreei**  when  she  waa  ennk ;  George 
D.  Whiting,  on  the  ganhoat  ''Chnoora;**  Lemnel  Dillingham,  on 
the  U.  8.  8.  **  Gemabok,'*  and  on  the  **  Vanderbilt  •**  George  0.  Tinlc- 
ham,Aagnttni  II.  Mendall,  on  the  "Congreas;"  Francit  Pittiley, 
Jr^  on  the  **  Hartford.'* 

One  of  the  oldest  and  most  interesting  landmarks 
hereabouts  is  the  old  burying-place  on  the  hill  just 
west  of  Acushnet  village,  near  the  Parting  Ways. 
Some  of  the  headstones  of  this  old  colonial  cemetery, 
established  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  have  dates 
nearly  back  to  the  seventeenth  century.  There  are 
nelirly  six  hundred  and  fifty  tombstones  with  names 
and  dates  upon  them,  and  more  than  one  thousand 
unlettered  ones.  The  latter  mark  the  resting-places 
not  only  of  some  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Dart- 
mouth, but  of  Plymouth  Ck)lony.  The  land  for  this 
burying-ground  was  given  by  John  Jenne  (or  Jenney, 
as  the  name  is  now  spelled).  He  was  doubtless  a  son 
of  John  Jenne,  who  came  to  Plymouth  in  the  "James" 
in  1G23,  and  who  was  one  of  the  Governor's  assistants 
at  Plymouth  in  1637-39.  Since  those  days  the  name 
has  been  very  numerous  in  this  section. 

The  deed  of  gift  by  which  the  ground  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Presbyterian  parish  is  a  curiously 
spelled  old  paper.  It  is  recorded  in  the  North  Bris- 
tol registry  of  deeds  ofiice,  and  reads  as  follows : 

**To  all  Chrietian  people  to  wbome  these  Prevents  Shall  Gome,  John 
Jeune,  8enr.,  of  the  town  of  Dnrtninuth  in  the  County  of  Bristol  And 
Province  of  the  Mas^nchnsetts  Bay  in  Nevr  Kngland  Sendeth  greeting. 

**  Know  ye  that  I  the  a'  John  Jenne  hath  for  ft  in  Oonsideration  of 
the  want  of  a  Conrenleiit  Bnrying  Place  but  more  Esptinlly  a  Place 
whereon  to  Set  or  Build  an  honse  or  Uonses  for  the  people  of  God  Galled 
Presbyterians  orderly  to  casemble  and  meet  in  for  the  Garrying  on  of 
the  tme  worship  of  G<h1  as  also  because  In  the  8*  John  Jenne  Yeryly 
BelieTes  in  his  heart  that  the  Presbyterians  do  worship  God  after  the 
dne  Order  'moat  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  prImltiTe  Gliristlans,  by 
these  Presents  Giren  granted  XnfeufTeds  aliened  A  confirmed  onto  the 
8*  Presliyterians  fur  the  end  and  use  aforeaaid  one  acre  of  Land  Lying 
and  Being  In  thr  town  ship  of  i>artmonth  afores',  where  the  meeUng 
llouae  Built  by  th(<  8^  Presbyterians  now  stands.  BottM  and  Bounded 
Weeterly  Northerly  Easterly  by  the  Land  of  8*  John  Jenne  and  south- 
erly on  or  by  the  County  Road,  with  all  the  Trees,  Herhlage,  Prire> 
ledges  and  Apportenances  Liberties  Profits  and  Benefits  Belonging  or  In 
any  ways  Npiwrtninliig  tu  the  same,  to  hare  and  to  hold  the  abuve  8* 
acre  of  Laud  with  nil  and  Singular  the  Prireledgm  Ac  as  iMfore  8* 
nnto  the  only  pn»iN>r  u«e.lientfit  A  behoof  of  them  the  8*  Presblteriaiis 
for  erer,  and  the  8^  John  Jenne  Duth  by  these  Presents  Covenant  and 
Promise  fur  him  8elf  his  liirs  Executers  and  adrolulatraters  and  assigns 
to  and  with  the  8*  Prisplterlniis  that  the  s'  John  Jenne  Is  the  true  and 
Proper  Onrter  of  the  above  S<  Bargained  Primlses  Before  and  at  the 
JBosealing  A  Delivery  of  tliene  Preeeuts,  and  hath  of  himself  good  Right 
k  Lawfuli  Authority  to  give  and  Convey  the  same,  and  that  it  is  free 
and  dear  and  freely  ft  Clearly  arquilod  ft  Di>charged  uf  and  Frum  all 
other  former  gifts,  grants.  Bargains  Salait  and  all  other  acts  or  Incom* 
brance  what  so  ever  ft  the  S'  Presbyterians  Shall  and  may  forever  Here- 
after have  hold  ft  quietly  ft  Peaceably  poeras  ft  Injoy  the  alwve  given 
Primlses  In  a  gifod  and  IVriect  Estate  uf  Inheritance  in  ffee  Simple  with 
out  any  Lust  8uit,hiudrNni*e,or  Mulestatiun  frum  the  8d  John  Jenne 
bis  hires  Bxevuten  adniinlstraters  or  assigns  or  any  other  Peraon  or 


Persons  witat  so  aver,  and  will  wanrnnt  ft  Defend  the  Saaie  agalMt  fha 
Lawfhll  CUImt  of  any  Person  or  Peraons  What  so  erer  unto  tba  8aM 
Presbyterians  For  Ever,  In  witness  where  of  the  •<  John  Jrana  hath 
hereunto  Set  his  hand  And  Seal  this  twenty-flnh  day  of  March  In  th« 
thirteenth  year  of  her  Magostlea  Reign  Annoqe  Doniln)  one  thoaiaad 
SeTen  hundred  and  thirteen. 

His 

"JOHN  T  JKMNK. 

Mark 

**  Signed,  Sealed  and  Delivered  In  Preaence  of 

"SiMUBi  Hmnr. 
"jAtn  Dbijuio.** 
*'  Dartmouth  March  the  S6th  a.o.,'  1714,  on  this  day  tha  abora  8d 
John  Jenne  Penonally  Appeared  Before  me  one  of  hit  MiO'ts  Joitleas 
of  the  Peace  for  the  Oonnty  of  Briatol  ft  acknowledged  the  abora  wrlt^ 
ten  Instrument  to  be  his  own  valletary  act  and  deed. 

"  Smi  PoPB. 
**  Bristol  8s.  Brought  to  Be  Recorded  august  0, 1717,  ft  Xntred  In  tha 
Eleventh  Books  follow  7th 

**  By  John  Cart,  R§oordmr.^ 

When  the  old  church  stood  on  this  lot  there  was  no 
wall  along  its  front,  the  land  rising  from  the  road 
gradually.  Afterwards  it  was  walled  along  its  entire 
front.  For  many  years  previous  to  1881  the  spot  was 
sadly  neglected.  Headstones  were  .  thrown  out  of 
place  by  the  frost,  and  some  were  lying  upon  the 
ground.  There  was  a  perfect  tangle  of  underbrush 
and  briers,  shrubbery  and  trees,  and  these  prophetic 
words  on  one  of  the  tombstones — 

"  The  living  know  that  they  mnst  dle^ 
But  all  the  dead  neglected  lie**— 

had  truly  come  to  pass.  During  the  year  1881  a 
party  of  philanthropic  gentlemen  residing  in  Acush- 
net undertook  the  renovation  of  this  ancient  city  of 
the  silent  dead.  They  did  their  work  faithfully,  and 
received  the  public  gratitude  for  it.  Since  its  renova- 
tion it  presents  a  far  different  appearance,  and  it  is 
refreshing  to  see  this  old  spot  in  a  new  dress.  Al- 
though about  one  hundred  trees  were  left,  thirty- 
three  cords  of  wood  were  cut  out  from  the  place, 
which  can  with  double  significance  be  called  "  God's 
acre,"  the  unsightly  briers  and  brambles  removed,  and 
the  ground  all  turfed  over,  and  the  headstones  re- 
erected.  Mr.  Humphrey  Bwift,  whose  ancestors  of 
more  than  a  century  ago  lie  there,  caused  the  en- 
largement of  the  old  cemetery  by  generously  pre- 
senting to  an  association  formed  for  the  purpose  of 
caring  for  it  several  acres  of  land  in  the  rear  of  it,  to 
give  room  for  more  graves  and  for  private  lot8»  The 
first  of  these  lots  were  taken  by  Mr.  Swift,  and  by 
Capt.  James  R.  Allen  and  Bodolphus  Swift,  who  co- 
operated with  him  in  bringing  the  place  out  of  its 
wretched  condition.  A  strip  of  land  was  purchased 
on  the  west  for  an  avenue,  which  runs  the  whole 
length  of  the  ground.  On  one  side  of  this  is  what 
was  once  the  tomb  of  Ellis  Mendall  family*  If  was 
brought  from  the  Mendall  homestead,  which  is  some 
two  and  a  half  miles  to  the  northeast  of  the  village, 
and  is  now  a  public  vault.  On  this  aofe  was  erected  the 
first  Congregational  meeting-hdiise  in  old  Dartmouth. 
About  the  middle  of  the  serenteenth  century  there 
were  a  number  of  persons  at  Plymouth  who  embraced 
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the  faith  of  the  religioas  Society  of  Friends,  many 
points  of  which  were  in  conflict  with  the  rigid  re- 
quirements of  the  Puritan  government,  and  the  arbi- 
trary and  unyielding  power  of  the  civil  administra- 
tion made  it  extremely  unpleasant  for  them  to  remain 
in  that  locality,  though  they  were  closely  connected 
with  many  of  the  family  by  ties  of  blood  and  by 
social  and  business  relations.  They  being  in  a  mi- 
nority in  numbers  and  civil  influence,  many  of  them 
thought  it  best  to  withdraw  from  the  Pilgrims'  Mecca 
and  take  up  their  abode  in  localities  where  they  could 
worship  more  in  accordance  with  their  personal  views 
and  with  less  molestation.  Many  of  them  became  the 
earliest  settlers  of  old  Acushnet,  shrewdly  selecting  the 
lands  along  the  sea-coast,  and  we  find  them  living  on 
their  possessions  along  the  southerly  boundaries  of 
Dartmouth,  New  Bedford,  and  Westport  These  en- 
terprising settlers  probably  established  the  first  re- 
ligious meeting  in  the  southern  tier  of  towns  of  the 
present  Bristol  County,  and  they  doubtless  built  the 
first  public  meeting-house  in  the  section  referred  to. 
This  meeting-house  stood  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Apponeganset  meeting-house,  beyond  the  Head  of 
Apponeg^nset  River,  and  on  the  south  side  of  the  main 
road  leading  from  New  Bedford  to  Russell's  Mills.  It 
was  built  in  1699.  Settlers  of  Puritanic  faith  soon  fol- 
lowed the  Friends  in  the  erection  of  a  house  of  wor- 
ship, which  was  built  on  the  soil  of  the  present  town 
of  Acushnet  This  was  without  doubt  the  second 
public  religious  meeting-house  erected  in  southern 
Bristol  County.  The  society  under  whose  auspices 
this  church  was  built  was  called  Presbyterians.  There 
appears  no  record  evidence  of  the  date  of  the  found- 
ing of  this  organization,  but  tradition  places  it  as  early 
as  1696.  Neither  does  there  appear  any  written  evi- 
dence of  the  year  in  which  the  church  was  built,  which 
incident  occurred  very  soon  subsequent  to  this  date. 
The  reason  why  this  church  was  placed  here  rather 
than  where  New  Bedford  now  stands  is  that  there  was 
but  a  small  settlement  there  then,  the  village  Head 
of  the  River  being  the  centre  of  population  of  this 
vicinity ;  then  another  reason  may  be  assigned  that 
the  Presbyterians  did  not  wish  their  place  of  worship 
to  stand  any  nearer  that  of  their  Quaker  "  thorns  in 
the  flesh." 

The  church  building  stood  at "  Old  Acushnet  Ceme- 
tery," situated  on  the  north  side  of  a  road  running 
east  and  west  through  the  village,  and  some  five  hun- 
dred yards  west  of  where  the  Fairhavon  road  enters 
it,  a  point  anciently  called  Parting  Ways.  It  was  just 
back  of  the  central  entrance  to  the  cemetery  on  the 
south,  and  just  in  the  rear  of  where  it  stood  is  a  row 
of  Pope  g^ves.  It  was  built  of  timber  cut  from  the 
forests  which  stood  about  it,  and  its  timbers  were  hewed 
on  the  spot .  Many  came  long  distances  to  church, 
and  in.  the  days  when  the  old  church  was  standing 
shoe-leather  was  scarce  and  expensive.  Those  who 
werenpt.fortunate  enough  to  have  a  horse  and  had  to 
walk  came  barefooted,  carrying  their  shoes  in  their 


hands,  and  put  them  on  just  before  reaching  the 
meeting-house.  One  who  practiced  this  says  the 
favorite  ''  shoeing-place"  for  those  who  cam^  up  from 
the  Fairhaven  neighborhood  to  this  church  was  the 
ledge  of  rocks  south  of  the  church  about  a  thousand 
yards,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Fairhaven  road. 

The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  Samuel  Hunt  All  that 
is  known  of  him  is  that  he  built  the  old  parsonage 
house  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Acushnet  Aventib, 
where  the  road  that  leads  from  the  village  westward 
over  Tar  Kiln  Hill  crosses  it  Mr.  Hunt  died  in 
Acushnet,  in  the  forty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  and 
was  buried  in  the  old  graveyard  by  the  meeting-house 
in  which  he  labored.  On  his  headstone  is  chiseled 
the  following: ''  Rev. Samuel  Hunt,  the  first  ordained 
minister  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Dartmouth,  died 
Jan.  21,  1729."  Mr.  Hunt's  successor  was  the  Rev. 
Richard  Pierce,  A.M.  Of  his  life  and  labors,  as  of 
those  of  his  predecessor,  there  is  nothing  known.  He 
also  lies  in  the  old  burying-ground.  He  died  March 
23,  1749,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine,  and  at  the  close  of 
sixteen  years  in  the  work  of  the  gospel  ministry. 

The  next  minister  was  the  Rev.  Israel  Cheever, 
A.M.,  who  was  born  at  Concord,  Mass.,  Sept  22, 1772; 
graduated  at  Harvard  College,  1741);  resigned  the 
pastorship  of  the  church  in  1762,  and  died  at  Liver- 
pool, N.  8.,  in  June,  1812.  Mr.  Cheever  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Dr.  Samuel  West,  who  was  bom  at  Yar- 
mouth, Cape  Cod,  in  1729;  graduated  at  Harvard  in 
1754,  one  of  the  first  in  his  class,  and  was  settled  over 
this  church  in  1761.  Under  tlie  ministry  of  Dr.  West 
the  society  was  very  large,  being  the  only  house  of 
worship,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  the  Friends, 
for  an  extensive  district  of  country.  Dr.  West  was 
not  considered,  in  the  popular  sense  of  the  word,  an 
eloquent  and  pleasing  speaker,  but  his  sermons  were 
characterized  by  sterling  common  sense  and  extensive 
research.  His  familiarity  with  the  Bible  was  so  great 
that  he  could  preach  from  almost  any  text  without 
premeditation,  illustrating  his  subject  with  the  most 
apt  and  scriptural  quotations  and  references.  Dr. 
West  took  an  active  interest  in  the  Revolution.  He 
preached  a  sermon  before  the  Provincial  Convention 
at  Watertown  in  1776,  and  another,  an  anniversary 
discourse,  on  Forefathers'  day,  at  Plymouth  in  1777. 
After  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  he  visited  the  camp 
of  the  American  army,  and  encouraged  the  patriot 
soldiers  to  increased  eflbrts.  It  was  a  favorite  topic 
of  conversation  with  him  that  the  prophetic  writings 
of  Scripture  were  being  realized  in  the  stirring  scenes 
of  the  struggle  for  independence.  In  manner  of  life 
and  character.  Dr.  West  was  eccentric  and  peculiar, 
as  a  few  anecdotes  of  him,  which  we  will  give,  se- 
lected from  numerous  others,  will  illustrate.  His 
absent-mindedness  was  also  very  remarkable.  In 
going  to  mill  one  day,  he  put  the  grist  upon  his  own 
back  and  walked  to  the  miller's,  leading  the  horse  by 
the  bridle.  He  supposed  the  grist  was  on  the  horse 
until  the  mistake  waa  pointed  out  by  a  neighbor.    At 
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another  time  he  started  for  church  on  horseback, 
supposing  his  wife  on  a  pillion,  the  way  of  riding  in 
those  days,  and  did  not  learn  to  the  contrary  until  he 
was  questioned  about  Mrs.  West  by  one  of  the  good 
deacons.  One  day,  while  talking  with  a  man  in  front 
of  his  house  without  his  hat,  the  individual  started, 
and  the  doctor  accompanied  him,  still  absorbed  in 
conversation.  Before  he  came  to  himself  he  had 
walked  four  miles. 

His  remains  lie  in  the  old  cemetery.  On  the  sar- 
cophagus that  marks  his  grave  is  the  following : 

*'  Samuel  West,  D.D^  Ac,  the  ton  of  Dr.  Shuckflelcl  Wrat,  by  hia  wife, 
Bath  Jenklni,  wm  born  at  Tarraoath,  0.  C,  March  3,  17^-30,  0.  8., 
ordained  in  Uila  place  Jnne  3, 1761.  Relinquished  hi*  iMttoral  charge 
Jnne,  1803.    Died  at  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  Sept  24, 1807." 

From  1808  to  1829  the  society  seems  to  have  fallen 
into  decay,  and  had  become  reduced  by  death  and  re- 
moval to  only  three  members, — ^Jonathan  Swiil,  Mary 
Worth,  and  Susannah  Pope.  Up  to  1811  the  Metho- 
dists, which  had  an  organized  society  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, occupied  the  old  meeting-house.  At  this 
time  the  Congregational  people  made  an  effort  to  re- 
vive the  old  church,  and  undertook  to  supply  the  pul- 
pit with  a  minister  of  their  own  denomination.  They 
did  not  succeed,  however,  and  the  church  was  closed 
until  1828.  About  this  time  a  successful  endeavor 
was  made  to  resuscitate  it,  members  were  added  and 
services  regularly  lield. 

Rev.  Sylvester  Holmes  officiated  as  a  supernumerary 
pastor,  and  at  this  lime  probably  the  church  changed 
from  a  Presbyterian  to  a  Congregational  system  of 
government.  Joel  Packard,  Mary  Bussel,  and  Rufus 
Holmes  were  the  first  who  were  admitted  to  member- 
ship in  the  church,  and  were  received  by  letter.  The 
first  received  on  a  profession  of  faith  were  Mrs.  T. 
May  hew,  Mrs.  James  Taber,  Mrs.  David  Perry,  Mrs. 
Freeman  Taber,  Branch  Harlow,  Caroline  Augusta 
Waggoner,  and  Jabez  Hathaway  and  wife.  In  1830, 
Rev.  Pardon  T.  Seabury  was  settled  over  the  church, 
and  that  year  the  society  built  a  house  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river.  The.  old  house  was  torn  down  in 
1837. 

The  next  meeting-house  built  in  Acushnet  was  that 
of  the  Friends,  which  stood  where  the  present  one 
does,  just  to  the  east  of  Parting  Ways.  The  deed  of 
the  lot  on  which  it  stood  conveyed  the  land  from 
Stephen  West,  Jr.,  of  Dartmouth,  to  Nicholas  Davis, 
of  Rochester,  Joseph  Russell,  Abram  Mott,  and  John 
Tasker,  of  Dartmouth,  in  trust  for  the  Friends'  So- 
ciety, and  bears  date  9th  of  11th  mo.,  1727. 

The  original  meeting-house  was  built  in  1727, 
though  meetings  of  the  society  had  been  held  in  the 
neighborhood  for  two  years  or  more  previous  to  this 
date.  During  the  Revolutionary  war  an  addition  to  the 
east  side  smaller  in  dimensions  than  the  original  was 
made,  and  between  these  were  shutters  for  dividing  the 
house.  The  old  house  being  in  poor  condition,  it  was 
replaced  by  a  new  one.  This  is  a  commodious  house, 
painted  inside  and  out,  with  carpeted  aisles  and  cush- 


ioned seats.  In  an  ante-room  is  hung  a  door  of  the 
old  house,  on  which  is  the  date  of  its  erection,  1727.. 
The  building  and  repairs  about  the  grounds  have 
been  in  charge  of  Edward  billingham,  a  minister  of 
the  society  and  a  resident  of  Acushnet 

Christian  Churoh,  Long  Plain.— The  religious 
society  that  comes  next  in  order  of  date  is  that  of 
the  Christian  at  Long  Plain,  a  village  at  the  north 
end  of  the  town,  so  named  from  the  extensive  plateau 
on  which  it  stands.  Elder  Daniel  Hix,  who  was  pas- 
tor of  a  flourishing  church  of  this  denomination  at 
Hixville,  in  the  northwest  part  of  Dartmouth,  was 
invited  to  hold  meetings  here.  This  resulted  in  a 
successful  movement  to  build  a  church.  The  first 
meeting  in  relation  to  building  was  held  Oct.  8, 1795, 
when  Elder  Hix  and  Silas  Simmons  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  select  a  lot  of  land  and  place  a  church 
thereon.  This  was  very  near  the  site  of  the  present 
church.  The  first  bill  contracted  on  the  church  is 
dated  July  30, 1796,  and  was  for  lumber  and  other 
materials  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  twenty^ 
eight  dollars.  Among  the  "other  materials"  was 
seven  gallons  of  West  India  rum,  an  indispensable 
article  in  building  a  church  in  those  primitive  times. 
Another  interesting  reminiscence  is  that  when  the 
edifice  was  completed  the  congregation  (such  of  them 
as  had  already  purchased)  were  invited  to  build  their 
pews  on  the  spots  owned  by  them.  Aug.  29,  1806, 
Elder  Hix  accepted  an  invitation  to  preach  two  San- 
days  a  month.  The  distance  from  his  residence  was 
nine  miles,  and  for  the  year's  service  he  received 
fifty  dollars.  In  1804  his  salary  was  increased  to 
fifty-five  dollars,  and  on  this  he  continued  with  them 
several  years.  Subsequently  Rev.  .John  Leland 
preached  in  the  old  house.  This  is  the  man  who  in 
1812  got  up  a  mammoth  cheese,  weighing  over  a 
ton,  which  was  pressed  in  a  cider-mill,  drawn  to 
Washington  by  four  horses,  and  presented  to  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

The  church  did  not  prosper  in  a  marked  degree, 
and  was  much  of  the  time  without  a  settled  pastor, — 
from  1825  to  1837.  In  April,  1837,  Elder  Samuel 
Wilde,  who  had  resided  elsewhere  for  a  long  time, 
returned  and  preached  for  them  a  year.  There  had 
been  no  Sunday-school  since  1828,  but  Mr.  Wilde, 
with  the  assistance  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Ashley,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  William  Ashley,  organized  a  school,  and 
it  was  continued  through  the  year.  Mr.  Wilde  writes, 
"  My  salary  this  year  was  one  load  of  good  oak  chips, 
presented  by  Thomas  Davis."  This  church  was  finanr 
cially  embarrassed,  and  was  obliged  to  give  up. 

There  were  a  number  of  persons  of  the  Baptist 
denomination  in  the  vicinity,  and  they  concluded  to 
organize  a  society,  which  they  did  in  1888. 

On  the  16th  of  October  of  that  year  a  council, 
composed  of  representatives  from  New  Bedford,  Fall 
River.  Middleborough,  and  Long  Plain,  met  at  the  lat- 
ter place  and  ordained  Ira  Leland. ,  The  same  day 
the  following- named  persons,  in  response  to  their  re- 
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quest,  were  recognized  a  Baptist  Sodety  of  the  Taun- 
ton Association:, Rev.  Ira  Leland,  William  Ashley, 
Delana  Ashley,  Abiel  P.  Boblnson,  Ohloe  Boblnsony 
Love  M.  Sears,  Freelore  Hathaway,  Silaa  F.  Bean, 
Mary  R.  Davis,  and  Ann  H.  Davit. 
.  Mr.  Leland  remained  with  the  ehareh  abont  two 
yean,  when  he  went  to  the  Second  Baptist  Church  at 
Barnstable.  He  returned  to  the  pastorate  of  this 
church,  however,  on  the  let  of  April,  1844,  much  to 
the  pleasure  of  his  former  parishioners.  Under  his 
ministration  the  church  continued  to  prosper,  result- 
ing in  the  building  of  a  new  church,  which  was  dedi- 
cated on  the  28th  of  April,  1847,  the  society  having 
occupied  the  old  Christian  Church. 

A  month  after  the  dedication  of  the  new  church 
Mr.  Leland  accepted  a  call  to  Lexington,  Mass.,  and 
the  society  was  again  without  a  pastor.  No  settled 
minister  was  with  the  church  till  1848. 

During  this  time  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  Rev. 
Messrs.  Ryder,  Alden,  Roberts,  and  J.  S.  Whltte- 
more. 

In  August,  1848,  Mr.  Whittemore  was  settled  here, 
and  remained  till  1866.  In  1861,  Mrs.  Ruth  Davk 
united  with  the  church  by  baptism,  being  then  sixty 
years  of  age.  At  the  present  date  she  is  living,  at 
the  age  of  ninety-two,  her  faculties  wonderfully 
preserved.  She  is  the  oldest  person  in  town.  She, 
with  her  two  sons,  are  active  members  of  this  church. 

In  1866  considerable  religious  interest  was  mani- 
fested in  the  village,  and  many  were  converted. 
There  were  those  who  wanted  a  church  house,  but, 
not  being  in  full  sympathy  with  the  Baptists  nor 
Friends,  the  only  denominations  in  the  place,  a 
"  Union  Society"  was  organised,  which  this  church 
joined.  This  plan  not  proving  successftil,  the  Bap- 
tists called  Rev.  W.  W,  Meech,  of  Connecticut,  to  be 
their  pastor. 

In  the  spring  of  1860,  Mr.  Meech  closed  hi^  labors 
withthe  church,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  people.  Rev. 
Silas  Hall,  of  Raynham,  supplied  for  a  few  months, 
and  others  till  1864,  when  Rev.  J.  W.  Horton  became 
the  settled  pastor,  and  remained  till  1868.  The  same 
year  Rev.  Mr.  Holt,  of  Boston,  became  the  minister, 
continuiog  till  Feb.  26, 1871.  He  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  W.  H.  Learned,  who  filled  the  pastoral  relation 
till  his  health  compelled  him  to  resign  in  1872.  Rev. 
S.  P.  Lewy  served  from  1872  to  December,  1878.  In 
November,  1874,  a  unanimous  call  was  extended  to 
Rev.  £.  M.  Wilson,  of  Somerville,  Mass.,  who  accepted, 
and  has  continued  an  acceptable  and  highly-respected 
pastor,  which  relation  he  holds  at  the  present  time. 

About  eighty  persons  have  been  members  of  this 
church  since  its  institution  in  1888.  The  church  has 
had  but  two  clerks.  Gen.  Abiel  P.  Robinson  serving 
till  incapacitated  by  age  in  1874  ;  since  then  the  office 
has  bebn  filled  by  Walter  A.  Davis. 

The  first  Sunday-school  at  Long  Plain  was  held  in 
the  summer  of  1822.  Susan,  wife  of  Dr.  Rounsevel 
Spooner,  a  member  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  and  Al- 


lathsa,  daoi^ter  of  Nicholas  Davls^  a  FHsiid,  eallad 
the  childreo  togsthar  in  a  scliool-lioase  wlileh  stood 
Just  at  the  back  of  the  carriage-sheds  in  (ho  Trieodif 
yard,  whers  they  taught  them  Uio  old  Wsstalnstsr 
Oatochism  and  Seriptoro  texts  and  Aimishod  them 
with  tracta.  It  was  held  again  the  Ibllowiiig  snmmer, 
but  was  not  continued  longer  on  aooount  of  tho  anoos 
of  parents  and  their  disrelish  of  the  innovallon. 

Tha  Frtaub'  Booiotj  at  Loaff  Flaia  is  tho  aost 
In  chronological  order.  The  land  on  which  Iho  pna- 
ent  house  stands  was  deeded  by  Nathan  Davis,  of 
Dartmouth,  to  John  and  Kdiemiah  Siionnan,  Daniel 
Wing,  Nicholas  Davis,  and  Rnssell  Braii^,  of  Boch- 
ester,  in  trust  for  the  society,  10th  9  mo.,  17fift.  Tho 
house  was  built  about  thia  time.  In  ISfift  it  was 
overhauled  and  thoroughly  repaired.  This  meeting, 
together  with  the  ones  at  Purting  Ways,  FaiiliaTen, 
and  Mattapoisett,  constitute  the  Long  Fiain  Prepar- 
atoiy  Meeting,  to  which  Abner  Pease,  of  FairimTon, 
willed  a  laige  property. 

Tho  Hothodist  Ohureh  at  Aonshnet  ^Uagt 

had  its  beginning  in  the  early  days  of  tho  present 
centuiy.  It  was  the  original  Methodist  Sodety  in 
old  Dartmouth.  The  original  memben  of  tlie  Elm 
Street  Metliodlst  Ephmpal  Society  of  New  Bedford, 
the  first  in  the  city,  were  all  membeis  of  this  church* 

The  origin  of  this  church  nmy  1)0  ascribed  to  Oapt. 
John  Hawes,  who  was  one  of  the  earliest  and  moat 
sealous  Methodists  in  this  section  of  the  oonntty* 
The  first  worship  of  this  sect  at  the  Head  of  tho  Bivor 
is  said  to  have  been  held  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Ellis 
Mendall,  about  two  and  a  half  miles  east  of  the  pres- 
ent church.  Rev.  Daniel  Webb  and  others  oocaaion- 
ally  preached  there.  This  was  in  1800  or  1801. 
About  the  same  time,  or  shortly  after.  Rev.  Mr.  Hall 
and  other  Methodist  ministers  held  services  in  a 
school-house  which  stood  a  little  east  of  the  residence 
of  Capt  Daniel  B.  Qreene,  later  of  Budolphns  Swift. 

Their  number  continued  to  slowly  increase,  aud  in 
1806  Conference  appointed  Rev.  Epaphras  Kibbe  to 
take  charge  of  them.  In  the  -course  of  the  following 
year  he  succeeded  In  forming  a  class  of  eight  persons, 
of  which  Oapt  John  Hawes  was  leader.  At  this 
time  they  were  worshiping  In  the  church  of  the  Oon- 
gregatlonal  Society,  which  was  in  a  very  prostrated 
condition,  and  since  the  retirement  of  Dr.  West  liad 
been  without  a  pastor.  Aag*  2, 1807,  Mr.  Kibbe  pro- 
posed that  they  should  either  unite  with  the  Oongre- 
gationalists  or  organise  a  separate  society  of  their 
own.  They  chose  the  latter,  and  accordingly  the 
new  church  was  formed  at  the  above  date. 

The  original  founders  of  the  church  as  thus  consti- 
tuted were  eight  in  number, — John  Hawes,  Benjamin 
Dillingham,  Freelove  Nye,  Daniel  Summerton,  Han* 
nah  Summerton,  Jedediah  Haskell,  Meriab  Spooner, 
Nancy  Dan  forth.  The  first  stewards  were  Capt.  John 
Hawes  aud  Jonathan  Dunforth.  Mr.  Kibbe  remained 
till  1809,  and  when  he  leit  the  church  numbered 
fifty-nine  members.    He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Ne- 
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hemiah  Coye,  who  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  Levi 
Walker,  on  the  expiration  of  whose  term  Mr.  Coye 
Was  again  appointed.    This  was  in  1811. 

During  all  this  time  they  had  continued  to  worsliip 
in  the  Congregational  Church.  At  this  date,  how- 
ever, the  members  of  that  society  undertook  to  sup- 
ply the  pulpit  with  a  minister  of  their  own  denomi- 
nation. Accordingly,  the  Methodists  vacated  the 
building  and  took  an  upper  room  in  an  old  house 
which  is  still  standing, — the  one  nearest  the  bridge  on 
the  south  side  of  the  street.  They  soon  collected  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  and  built  a  house  of  wor- 
ship, although  their  funds  were  inadequate  to  pay  for 
it  and  a  considerable  debt  remained  upon  the  church. 
It  was  dedicated  in  1811,  Rev.  Nehemiah  Coye  preach- 
ing the  sermon  on  the  occasion.  At  the  time  of  its 
dedication  it  was  a  rough  structure,  in  quite  an  unfin- 
ished state,  being  neither  painted  nor  plastered. 

Mr.  Coye  located  at  Acushnet,  and  remained  until 
1817.  He  was  followed  by  Rev.  Benjamin  R.  Hoyt, 
who  acted  as  schoolmaster  also.  Then  came  the  fol- 
lowing clergy  in  the  order  named:  Shipley  W.  Wil- 
son, Solomon  Sius,  Edward  T.  Taylor,  afterwards  of 
the  Boston  Seamen's  Bethel,  Erastus  Otis,  Leroy  Sun- 
derland, Leonard  B.  Griffin,  Robert  Easterbrooks, 
Elias  C.  Scott,  James  Porter,  Samuel  Drake,  William 
Baxter,  O.  Sperry,  Thomas  Ely,  D.  H.  Banister, 
Franklin  Fish,  Onesiphorus  Bobbins,  Lemuel  Har- 
low, Otis  Wilder,  Joseph  McReading,  George  Win- 
chester, William  Cone,  Hebron  Vincent,  Daniel 
Webb,  Randall  Mitchell,  George  W.  Wooding,  James 
B.  Weeks,  Richard  Donkersley.  The  present  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  was  built  on  the  site  of  the 
old  one  in  1853-54,  the  last  year  of  Mr.  Donkersley's 
pastorate,  and  was  dedicated  March  9,  1854.  Mr. 
Donkersley  was  followed  by  Q.  A.  M.  Chapman,  E. 
Franklin  Hinks,  Philip  Grandon,  Elanson  Latham, 
Benjamin  L.  Sayre,  William  T.  Worth,  Samuel  Fox, 
Israel  Washburn,  Thomas  Ely,  Edward  H.  Hatfield, 
George  W.  Wooding,  Benjamin  H.  Bosworth,  Eklward 
A.  Lyon,  Charles  E.  Walker,  Edward  H.  Hatfield, 
Joseph  E.  Sears,  Charles  L.  Goodell,  George  M. 
Hamlin,  and  N.  Willis  Jordan. 

The  original  Methodist  class  in  the  city  of  New 
Bedford  was  organized  in  1817.  All  its  members, 
with  one  exception,  were  members  of  the  Acushnet 
Church.  This  class  was  the  origin  of  the  Elm  Street 
Met^iodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  was  then  a  legit- 
imate offspring  of  the  society  at  Acushnet.  The 
other  New  Bedford  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches 
are  outgrowths  of  the  Elm  Street. 

The  next  society  organized  was  the  Methodist  at 
Long  Plain.  Its  origin  commenced  in  1856  in  the 
"Union  Society,"  referred  to  in  the  sketch  of  the 
Baptist  Society  here.  A  young  man  of  the  Baptist 
denomination,  Elanson  Latham,  preached  for  them 
with  great  acceptance,  resulting  in  quite  a  revival, 
in  the  spring  of  1857,  Mr.  Latham  attended  the  Meth- 
odist Conference,  and  while  there  joined  it.    On  his 


return  some  of  the  recently  converted  ones  desired 
a  Methodist  Society,  which  was  organized,  and  the 
others  joined  the  Baptist. 

This  band  of  Methodists  were  strengthened  by  the 
remnant  of  a  Methodist  Society  at  North  Rochester 
which  united  witli  them  in  the  new  organization. 
The  first  pastor  of  the  church  was  Rev.  Philip  Cran- 
don,  who  was  born  in  the  adjoining  town  of  Roches- 
ter; he  remained  two  years,  the  limit  at  that  time, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  whose  successor 
was  Rev.  Mr.  SmitJi.  Then  came  Rev.  S.  Y.  Wallace, 
which  brings  the  church  down  to  1862.  Their  meet- 
ing-house up  to  this  date  was  a  little  chapel  built  for 
the  purpose,  and  which  is  now  the  society's  parsonage. 

The  people  soon  desired  a  larger  and  more  attrac- 
tive place  of  worship,  and  in  1862  the  enterprise  of 
building  a  new  house  commenced,  tlie  members  of  the 
Christian  denomination  who  were  worshiping  with 
them  aiding  in  the  work.  The  leading  gentlemen  in 
this  enterprise  of  church  building  were  Elder  Samuel 
Wilde,  whose  children  were  members  of  the  church, 
and  Mr.  David  R.  Pierce,  a  prominent  Methodist  and 
former  resident  of  New  Bedford.  The  edifice  was 
erected  during  the  year.  The  following  paper,  solicit- 
ing a  building  fund,  was  circulated  : 

*'  We,  the  subscribers,  agree  to  pay  the  sum  set 
against  our  names  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the 
Methodist  Church  at  Long  Plain  to  build  a  house  of 
worship  and  a  parsonage,  said  house  to  be  settled 
upon  trustees  appointed  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  that  place,  with  the  understanding  that 
the  brethren  of  the  Christian  connection  residing  in 
the  vicinity  shall  have  equal  privileges  of  seats/  wor- 
ship, and  ordinances  with  the  Methodist  brethren,  and 
all  peaceably  disposed  people  are  invited  to  come  in 
and  worship  in  the  house,  and  the  seats  to  be  without 
charge  or  expense." 

This  paper  bears  date  May,  1862,  and  Elder  Wilde, 
who  made  great  efibrts  in  procuring  subscriptions, 
gave  the  following  list  of  collections :  From  Boston, 
$1067;  Providence,  $212;  Taunton,  $99;  New  Bed- 
ford, $275.67 ;  Fall  River,  $66;  Long  Plain,  $398.20; 
Pawtucket,  $24.50,— making  a  total  of  $2187.87. 

Mr.  Wallace  was  followed  by  the  following-named 
pastors :  Moses  Chase,  George  H.  Winchester,  Samuel 
J.  Carroll,  S.  T.  Patterson,  C.  S.  Sanford,  Francis  A. 
Loom  is,  George  H.  Butler,  E.  W.  Goodier,  John 
Thomson,  R.  J.  Mooney,  and  A.  C.  Jones,  the  present 
pastor. 

There  are  two  other  public  places  of  worship  iu 
town, — the  church  at  Perry  Hill  and  Whelden  Chapel, 
in  the  neighborhood  near  where  Capt.  Joseph  Whel- 
den's  mill  stood.  The  former  was  built  in  1844  by 
representatives  of  the  Christian  denomination.  It 
has  not  been  a  success.  The  latter  was  built  in  1854 
as  a  plsce  of  worship  for  members  of  the  Second 
Advent  denomination. 

The  town  is  well  supplied  with  educational  facili- 
ties.   There  are  accommodations  for  seven  schools. 
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Since  the  division  of  Fairhaven  the  town  has  been 
redistricted,  three  fine  school-houses  have  been  bailt, 
and  the  balance  of  them  repaired  to  be  as  good  as 
new.  There  was  formerly  a  private  school  at  Long 
Plain,  in  the  old  Methodist  chapel,  the  next  house 
south  being  used  as  a  boardiog-house  coDoected  with 
it.  Another  similar  enterprise  was  conducted  for 
some  time  by  Obediah  Davis,  of  Acushnet,  on  the 
Fairhaven  road,  opposite  the  Laura  Keene  place, 
which  at  that  time  was  the  home  of  William  Brad- 
ford, Bristol  County's  brilliant  artist  This  was  a 
boarding-school  for  young  ladies.  The  building  was 
two  stories,  forty  by  sixty  feet  square.  It  did  not 
prove  a  success.  The  place  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  and  occupied  by  Capt  Franklyn  Rowland  as  a 
private  residence. 

The  town-meetings  of  original  New  Bedford  were 
held  in  Acushnet,  the  old  town-house  standing  just 
east  of  Parting  Ways,  near  the  site  of  the  present 
school-house.  The  building  was  sold  to  private  par- 
ties and  moved  to  the  city.  After  this  they  were 
held  in  the  old  Presbyterian  meeting-house.  Fair- 
haven also  held  its  meeting  there  till  it  was  torn 
down,  when  a  house  was  built — the  one  on  Fairhaven 
road — a  couple  of  miles  below.  The  old  Bedford 
town-meeting  days  were  gala  occasions.  They  were 
general  holidays,  and  everybody  came.  The  pastimes 
outside  the  house  were  usually  foot  and  bat  ball, 
shooting  matches,  and  with  many  a  filling  up  with 
New  England  rum.  Plenty  of  the  latter  could  be 
easily  obtained  at  the  half-dozen  places  within  a  mile 
where  it  was  sold.  In  those  days  of  public  travel  by 
coaches  the  routes  over  which  they  traveled  were 
lined  with  places  of  entertainment  for  man  and 
beast, — the  **  tavern."  The  route  from  New  Bedford 
to  Boston  passed  through  the  village  and  up  the 
Long  Plain  road.  On  this  line,  within  the  town  of 
Acushnet,  there  were  five  taverns,  and  liquor  sold  at 
them  all.  Commencing  at  the  bridge,  in  the  village, 
the  third  house  east,  now  owned  by  John  R.  Davis, 
was  run  by  Capt.  Seth  Pope;  the  second,  east  of  that, 
now  owned  by  Cyrus  E.  Clark,  postmaster,  was  kept 
by  Worth  Pope ;  two  miles  farther  on,  the  same  side 
of  the  road,  the  next  house,  north  of  the  end  of  the 
Whites'  Factory  road,  was  one  kept  by  Jabez  Taber, 
now  owned  by  Capt.  Eldridge ;  a  mile  above,  on  the 
west  side  of  the  road,  at  Mason  Taber's  comer,  was 
Salisbury  Blackmer's ;  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  be- 
yond, where  Willis  Brownell  now  lives,  was  Isaac 
Vincent's.  Now  it  is  not  publicly  known  that  any 
liquor  is  sold  in  the  town.  At  the  town-meeting  of 
1881  the  vote  on  licensing  the  sale  of  liquors  stood 
four  "  Yes"  to  fiftyfour  *'  No."  In  1882  none  "  Yes" 
to  seventy-seven  "  No." 

The  only  post-office  in  town  for  many  years  was  at 
Jabez  Taber's  tavern,  his  brother.  Squire  James, 
being  the  postmaster.  In  1828  one  was  established 
at  Long  Plain,  being  kept  in  Thatcher's  store,  and 
afterwards  in  the  store  of  Mr.  Wilde,  now  occupied 


by  Richard  Davis,  who  has  been  poatmaster  nearly 
thirty  years,  and  is  at  the  present  time.  Another 
office  was  provided  for  in  Acushnet  village,  being 
kept  in  the  first  house,  second  building,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  street  west  of  the  bridge.  Gustavua  Oil- 
bert,  who  was  studying  law  with  Judge  Spooner,  was 
the  recognized  postmaster  for  a  couple  of  yearn,  but 
the  acting  officer  was  Cyrus  E.  Clark,  Esq.,  in  whoae 
store  it  was  kept,  and  who  in  1880  became  poet- 
master,  and  has  occupied  the  position  till  the  present 
time.  In  1842  it  was  moved  into  the  building  which 
was  the  "Worth"  tavern.  This  was  subsequently 
burned,  and  Mr.  Clark  built  on  the  aame  spot. 

The  village  of  Acushnet  took  the  lead  of  Bedford 
village  for  many  years.  Ships  were  built  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  and  it  was  a  stirring  place.  Here 
was  the  first,  last,  and  only  whipping-post  in  the  old 
town.  It  stood  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  just  a 
few  yards  below  the  bridge,  in  a  spot  afterwards  occu- 
pied by  a  blacksmith -shop,  which  was  burned  in 
1882.  The  last  act  of  official  whipping  was  on  the 
back  of  a  notorious  character  named  John  Black, 
about  1780.  In  the  village  lived  the  first  judge  of 
the  Police  Court  in  New  Bedford,  Hon.  Nathaniel 
Spooner,  and  Capt  John  Ilawes,  who  was  collector 
of  customs  during  many  of  the  first  years  of  the 
present  century.  Elsewhere  in  the  town  were  the 
homes  of  the  original  members  of  the  families  of 
Hathaway,  Hawes,  Jenny,  Kempton,  Nye,  Pope, 
Taber,  Tobey,  Spooner,  and  Swift,  many  of  whom 
were  prominent  in  the  early  history  of  old  Dart- 
mouth, and  others  have  occupied  positions  of  trust  and 
responsibility  at  home  and  abroad. 

For  some  time  previous  to  1875  the  people  resid- 
ing along  the  western  border  of  the  town  felt  that 
it  would  be  more  for  their  interest,  especially  in 
regard  to  schools,  if  a  narrow  portion  of  Acushnet 
along  that  boundary  was  annexed  to  New  Bedford. 
Both  towns  agreeing  in  the  matter  there  was  passed 
by  the  General  Court,  April  9, 1875,— 


**8Ea  1.  All  ttwt  p«rt  of  the  town  of  AcuabiMt,  wUli  nil  Ui«  iuhab- 
lUnts  »nd  wtatef  therein,  lying  weeterly  of  the  following  line,  to  wit: 
Beginning  iit  the  elone  poet  numbered  twentj-olne  et  Darle*  Ooruer,  eo 
called ;  thence  running  noith  Uiree  degreee  west  to  a  etoae  poet  flre  roda 
easterly  of  tiie  house  of  Beujamln  Peckham,  and  from  thence  northerly 
In  a  straight  line  to  the  stone  poet  that  marks  the  Iwundary  line  be- 
tween New  Bedford,  Vreetown,  and  Acushnet,  is  hereby  set  off  flrom  the 
town  of  Acushnet,  and  annexed  to  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  and  dial! 
constitute  a  part  of  the  first  Ward  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford  iiutil  a 
new  dirision  of  wards  is  made  in  said  city." 

Sections  2,  3,  and  4  refer  to  taxes,  paupers,  repre- 
sentatives, etc.  This  leaves  the  infant  town  as  it  is 
March  81,  1883. 

Acushnet  has  a  flourishing  Union  Sunday-school 
Association,  organized  in  1882.  The  officers  are 
Franklyn  Ilowland,  president;  Dennis  Muson,  sec- 
retary ;  T.  J.  Robinson,  treasurer. 
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HON.  NATrrANIRL  8.  SPOONER. 

The  first  American  ancestor  of  the  now  somewhat 
numerous  Spooner  family  was  named  William.  Of 
the  place  of  his  nativity  or  the  precise  date  of  his 
birth  noUiing  definite  can  be  learned.  The  Spooner 
name  in  England  is  an  ancient  and  honorable  one, 
and  it  is  highly  probable  that  from  this  family  was 
descended  this  William  Spooner.  The  first  that  is 
positively  known  of  him,  however,  is  the  assignment 
of  articles  (found  in  Plymouth  Colony  records)  **  in- 
denturing*' him  to  one  John  Coombs.  This  bears 
date  1637,  and  from  the  tenor  of  the  document  it  is 
to  be  inferred  that  he  had  then  reached  his  majority. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Partridge,  who  died  April  28, 
1648.  He  then  married  Hannah  Pratt,  March  18, 
1652.  About  1660  he  moved  to  the  new  settlement 
at  Acushnet,  where  the  remainder  of  his  life  was 
spent.  He  died  1684.  It  appears  he  was  a  man  of 
prominence  in  the  new  colony,  and  held  office  both 
there  and  in  Plymouth  when  resident  in  the  respec- 
tive towns.  His  son  Samuel  was  born  1655,  married 
Experience  Wing,  by  whom  he  had  eleven  children. 
By  occupation  he  was  a  weaver  and  agriculturist. 
He  died  1739.  His  son  Seth  was  born  Jan.  31,  1695. 
He  married,  July  16,  1719,  Rose  Clark,  of  Sandwich, 
by  whom  he  had  three  children, — Walter,  Elizabeth, 
and  Rebecca.  His  second  wife  was  Abijs;ail  Hatha- 
way. He  learned  the  weaver's  trade,  but  was  chiefly 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  a  very  en- 
terprising man,  and  was  frequently  chosen  to  town 
offices.  He  died  March  28,  1787.  His  son  Walter 
was  born  in  1720.  He  was  thrice  married,  first  to 
Alathea  Sprague.  To  this  union  there  were  six  chil- 
dren. Second,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Peck  (Hammond),  no 
issue.    Third,  Mrs.  Margaret  Davis  (Taber),  no  issue. 

Walter  Spooner  was  an  ardent  and  distinguished 
patriot  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  was  in 
public  life  from  1759  till  his  death.  He  was  nine 
years  a  representative  to  the  General  Court,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Province  seventeen 
years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  convention  which 
framed  the  Constitution  of  Massachusetts,  1779,  and 
in  1781  woA  appointed  by  Governor  Hancock  chief 
justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  his  native 
county.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Massachusetts  State 
Convention  which  ratified  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  was  Presidential  elector  for  George 
Washington  both  terms.  A  full  list  of  the  various 
public  trusts  to  which  he  was  chosen  woulcl  transcend 
the  limits  of  this  sketch,  suffice  it  to  say,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  one  familiar  with  his  record,  *'No  man  of 
old  Dartmouth  ever  held  more  prominently  the  con- 
fidence, of  the  people,  or  by  his  official  and  private 
life  more  thoroughly  justified  that  confidence."  He 
died  Oct.  26,  1803.  His  son  Seth  was  born  1752; 
married  Patience  Pierce,  by  whom  he  had  four  chil- 


dren,— Noah,  Paul,  Nathaniel  8.,  and  Dolly.  His 
early  life  was  spent  as  a  farmer  in  Acushnet  Later 
in  life  he  removed  to  Fairhaven  and  engaged  in 
trade.    He  died  1815. 

Nathaniel  Sprague  Spooner  was  born  May  6, 1790. 
After  graduating  at  Brown  University  he  became,  in 
company  with  Charles  J.  Holmes  and  Judge  Nym- 
phas  Marston,  a  law  student,  under  the  tutelage  of 
Abraham  Holmes,  of  Rochester.  After  qualifying 
himself  for  the  law,  his  first  practice  was  in  his  native 
town  of  Fairhaven  (now  Acushnet),  but  his  practice 
soon  extended  to  the  courts  of  New  Bedford.  About 
1817  he  removed  to  New-Bedford,  but  resided  there 
only  about  a  year,  when  he  returned  to  Acushnet  and 
settled  upon  the  spot  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  He  was  thrice  married,  first  to  Sophia 
Howard,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Martha  (Willis) 
H9ward,  of  West  Bridgewater,  Nov.  25, 1812.  They 
had  two  children,  —  Martha  Howard  and  Mary 
Sprague,  the  latter  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one.  His  second  wife  was  Lois  A.  Tompkins,  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  Isaac  and  Mary  Tompkins,  of  Haverhill, 
Mass.  His  third  wife  was  Hannah  Crocker,  daughter 
of  Alvin  and  Phoebe  Crocker,  of  Barnstable. 

Judge  Spooner  was  an  able  and  prominent  lawyer, 
but  more  particularly  noted  as  a  counselor  than  as 
an  advocate,  on  account  of  his  judgment  being  more 
than  ordinarily  good.  He  shrank  from  all  notoriety, 
and  avoided  so  far  as  possible  all  official  position, 
accepting  only  such  public  trusts  as  he  deemed  im- 
peratively his  duty  to  assume  as  a  citizen  of  the  com- 
munity. He  was,  in  fact,  one  of  the  most  unassuming 
of  men.  Yet,  notwithstanding  his  native  modesty, 
he  never  shrank  from  what  he  considered  his.  duty. 
He  was  justice  of  the  peace  nearly  all  his  life  after  . 
his  majority,  and  held  at  various  times  the  different 
town  offices.  He  was  police  judge  in  New  Bedford 
many  years,  and  was  a  member  of  the  State  Legisla- 
ture. He  was  a  man  of  strong  integrity,  and  noted 
for  his  frankness  and  candor;  a  man  of  active  tem- 
perament, earnest,  impulsive,  sometimes  impetuous, 
but  always  sincere.  As  a  business  man  he  was  sue* 
cessful,  and  as  a  member  of  society  he  was  respected 
and  beloved.  He  was  a  man  of  marked  generosity 
and  liberality  of  character.  One  of  his  life-long  as- 
sociates remarks  of  him  that  "  his  charity  was  spon- 
taneous and  boundless,  and  he  was  never  known  to 
refuse  a  worthy  or  needy  appeal."  He  bore  in  bis 
veins  some  of  the  best  blood  of  New  England ;  on 
the  maternal  side  he  was  a  descendant  in  the  seventh 
generation  from  John  Alden  and  Priscilla  Mullins, 
and  numbers  among  his  ancestors  such  families  as  the 
Carpenters,  South  worths,  Bassetts,  and  Arnolds.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Society,  and  in 
politics  a  Federalist  and  Whig.  He  died  Jan.  20, 
1860. 
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R.  N.  SWIFT. 

For  centuries  the  Swift  family  htm  been  a  promi- 
nent one  in  England.  Tlie  celebrated  Dean  Swift 
was  one  of  the  most  noted  of  the  name.  William 
Swift  came  from  Bockiog,  County  Suffolk,  England, 
to  Watertown,  Mass.,  prior  to  1634.  He  removed 
to  Sandwich  about  1687,  and  died  there  not  far  from 
1640.  ''The  Swifts  descended  from  him  are  like 
the  stars  for  multitude."  His  son  William'  was 
born  in  England,  and  came  with  his  father  to  Amer- 
ica. We  can  tell  but  little  of  him.  His  will,  dated 
15th  December,  1705,  was  probated  Jan.  29,  1706. 
Baylies  gives  him  as  representative  in  1678,  74, 
77,  78.  He  was  a  man  of  consequence  and  sub- 
stance, and  had  numerous  children.  Hia  son  Wil- 
liam' had  several  children,  and  died  about  five  years 
before  his  father.  His  will  was  dated  17th  June, 
1700.  William^  his  son,  removed  to  Falmouth,  wh^re 
he  was  an  honored  citizen,  influential  in  community. 
Among  his  children  was  William*,  who  was  a  tailor  in 
his  younger  days,  but  afterwards  a  farmer  in  his  native 
town  of  Faln^outh.  Like  his  ancestors,  he  was  an  in- 
fluential meihber  of  society,  law-abiding,  prosperous, 
esteemed  and  respected  for  his  thrift  and  good  quali- 
ties. He  had  several  sons,  all  men  of  force  and  char- 
acter; broad  and  liberal  in  all  views,  they  were  yet 
positive  in  their  nature,  pushing  and  successful  in 
business,  and  public-spirited  in  every  enterprise  tend- 
ing to  advance  their  town.  William*  was  a  Whig  in 
politics  and  a  Freemason.  He  lived  to  a  great  age. 
Among  his  children  were  Elijah,  Thomas,  John, 
Reuben  E.,  William",  and  Ezekiel.  The  *'  History  of 
Cape  Cod''  has  the  following  concerning  Elijah : 

''  Elijah  Swift,  son  of  'William  and  grandson  of 
William,  was  representative  twelve  years,  justice  of 
the  peace  from  1831,  quorum  unut  from  1840,  of  Gov- 
ernor's council  two  years,  and  a  gentleman  of  much 
sagacity  and  enterprise.  By  mechanical  profession  a 
carpenter,  he  contracted  for  and  built *many  houses 
prior  to  1820  in  Beaufort,  S.  C,  and  until  1818  had  a 
store  in  that  place.  His  contracts  with  the  United 
States  government  (for  live-oak  ship-timber  furnished 
to  the  government  navy  yards),  faithfully  performed, 
laid  the  foundation  of  a  large  fortune,  which  he  em- 
ployed with  laudable  regard  to  the  best  interests  of 
his  town.  He  took  the  first  contract  in  1816.  This 
was  to  furnish  an  entire  fVame,  gotten  out  to  the 
moulds  for  a  seventy-four  gun  ship  of  the  line.  This 
timber  was  procured  from  the  sea  islands  of  South 
Carolina.  He  followed  ship-building  twenty  years, 
and  was  the  first  to  establish  this  enterprise  and  whal- 
ing at  Wood's  Holl." 

Not  less  identified  with  live-oak  business,  though 
of  not  quite  so  early  a  date,  and  no  less  conspicuous 
as  a  man  of  enterprise  and  public  spirit,  was  his 
brother,  Reuben  E.  He  was  born  in  Falmouth,  but 
came  early  in  life  to  Fairhaven  (Acushnet),  where  ho 
was  H  cabinet-maker  until  1820,  when  he  removed  to 
New  Bedford  and  established  a  furniture  warehouse 


and  manufactory.  He  became  connected  with  El^ah 
in  the  live-oak  trade  soon  after  its  establiihment,  and 
followed  it  luccessftilly  for  years,  spending  much  of 
his  time  in  South  Carolina,  Florida,  and  other  live- 
oak  sections.  He  built  a  cabinet-shop  on  Union 
Street  in  New  Bedford  in  1821,  but  relinquished  it  to 
the  care  of  his  brother  William.  He  was  a  man  of 
hardy  and  vigorous  constitution  and  of  social  nature, 
with  ardent  friendships.  During  the  war  of  1812  he 
was  captain  of  a  light  infantry  company  in  the  United 
States  service,  and  for  some  time  was  stationed  with 
his  company  on  Clarke's  Point  to  watch  the  Britbh 
vessels  cruising  in  Buzzard's  Bay  and  prevent  their 
landing.  He  married  (1)  Jane,  daughter  of  Obed 
Nye,  of  Fairhaven,  March  24, 1808.  Their  children 
were  Obed  N.  (deceased),  Franklin  K.  (deceased), 
Betsey  P.  (deceased),  Bhodolphu*  N.,  William  C.  N., 
and  Reuben  E.  (deceased).  Mrs.  Swift  died  Nov.  9, 
1889.  Mr.  Swift  married  (2)  Lucy  L.  Robinson,  of 
Falmouth,  May  6,  1841,  and  soon  removed  to  Fal- 
mouth, where  he  met  an  untimely  death  Dec  6,  1843, 
by  a  fall  from  a  hay-mow.  His  widow  is  still  living 
in  Falmouth. 

Rhodolphus  N.  Swift  was  born  at  Acushnet,  Nov. 
29, 1810,  and  passed  two  years  of  his  boyhood  in  the 
South  with  his  father.  He  embraced  a  sailor's  life 
when  seventeen,  embarking  on  a  whaler  ("Canton"). 
In  this  he  passed  sixteen  years,  eight  of  these  as 
master  of  the  ''  Lancaster,"  in  which  he  made  two 
successful  voyages  to  the  North  Pacific  and  Japan 
coast  in  pursuit  of  sperm  whales.  After  relinquishing 
his  seafaring  he  engaged  with  his  brothers  in  the  live- 
oak  trade,  following  in  the  same  course  as  his  father. 
Their  work  was  chiefly  done  in  Florida,  where  they 
bought  large  tracts  of  live-oak  land,  from  which  they 
cut  the  timber  for  the  government.  The  work  being 
honestly  and  promptly  done,  they  were  generally 
successful  in  securing  the  contracts  from  the  govern- 
ment; but  even  when  lower  bidders  secured  them  the 
government  had  very  frequently  to  annul  the  contracts 
and  procure  the  timber  from  the  Swifts.  This  con- 
tract business  was  kept  up  at  intervals  until  1875, 
with  a  few  years'  intermission  during  the  war.  The 
firm  was  first  C.  N.  Swift  &  Co.,  afterwards  Swift 
Brothers.  In  company  with  his  brother  William,  Mr. 
Swift  was  for  many  years  interested  in  whaling. 
Positive  in  his  nature,  he  is  always  outspoken  and 
fearless  in  advocacy  of  whatever  he  deems  right,  but 
at  the  same  time  is  unostentatious,  and  he  has  steadily 
refused  public  place  and  position.  His  financial  suc- 
cess has  enabled  him  to  devote  much  of  his  time  to 
travel.  Hi:^  residence  ai  Acushnet  is  pleasant  and  its 
surroundings  attractive.  His  children  have  been 
liberally  educated,  and  reflect  credit  upon  their  name 
and  the  care  bestowed  upcm  them.  He  married,  June 
18,  1838,  Sylvia  H.,  daughter  of  (4iiieon  and  Sylvia 
(Hathaway)  Nye,  of  Acushnet.  Their  children  were 
Rhodolphus  (died  in  inluncy),  Rupert  O.  N.,  Clement 
N.,  Annie  D.,  Clara  G.  (deceased),  and  Edward  T. 
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Mr.  Swift  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent citizens  of  his  town.  He  hiis  a  large  circle  of 
fricncls.  Wo  could  write  much  of  him,  but  we  forbear, 
for  sucli  is  his  modesty  that  we  might  inflict  a  wound 
when  we  mean  simply  to  do  justice. 

Clement  N.  had  great  natural  talent  as  an  artist 
He  has  passed  fourteen  years  in  Paris  and  Brittany, 
France,  as  an  art  student  He  is  still  devoted  to  art, 
and  his  works  are  highly  spoken  of.  Both  he  and  his 
sister  reside  with  their  parents  at  Acushnet 


EDEN   LEONARD. 

Eben  Leonard,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Mary  (Phillips) 
Leonard,  was  born  at  Taunton,  Mass.,  April  10, 1814. 
His  father  was  born  at  Baynham,  and  removed  to 
Taunton  at  sixteen ;  was  by  occupation  a  farmer. 
He  married  Mary  Phillips,  by  whom  he  had  twelve 
children,  of  which  Eben  was  the  eldest.  He  died  Dec. 
27,  1847,  and  Mrs.  Leonard  May  8, 1874. 

When  eighteen  Eben  left  Taunton  for  New  Bedford, 
and  learne<l  boat-building  with  William  E.  Carver. 
He  then  engaged  with  Jethro  Coffin  for  twenty-eight 
months,  and  then  with  Daniel  Wadsworth  as  a  jour- 
neyman, and  labored  faithfully  and  honestly  for'thir- 
teen  years.  After  this  he  removed  to  Acushnet,  where 
he  now  resides,  and  in  connection  with  bis  two  sons 
is  engnged  quite  largely  in  whale-boat  building,  which 
they  make  a  special ty  in  manufacturing.  He  married, 
Nov.  29,  1835,  Mary  J.,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary 
P.  Henley,  born  in  Barnstable,  Oct  26,  1817,  where 
the  family  has  been  a  valued  one  for  several  genera- 
tions. They  have  had  six  children, — Thomas  W. 
(born  July  3,  1839,  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Forty- 
seventh  Massachusetts  Infantry  Volunteers,  and  died 
July  14,  1863,  in  service  at  New  Orleans,  La.),  Daniel 
(died  in  infancy),  Eben  F.  (born  July  25,  1846,  mar- 
ried Adeline  D.,  daughter  of  James  and  Phebe  Oracie. 
They  have  one  child,  Ida  F.),  Charles  F.  (born  April 
19,  1848,  married,  Arst,  Calista  M.  Pierce,  who  died 
Sept  30,  1879 ;  second,  8usan  Haswell,  May  19, 1881), 
Adelaide  O.  (born  Nov.  4,  1860,  married,  first,  Benja- 
min T.  Peckham,  of  Fairhaven.  They  had  one  child, 
Fannie  H.  Second,  married  William  F.  Tirrill,  Aug. 
2, 1871.  She  died  Sept  26, 1880),  Mary  E.  (born  Oct 
22,  1866.    She  died  Aug.  27,  1876). 

Mr.  I^eonard  has  ever  been  esteemed  one  of  the 
best  citizens  of  Acushnet,  has  many  warm  friends, 
and  none  can  say  aught  against  his  integrity,  honesty, 
or  sterling  worth.  He  has  been  member  of  the  pru- 
dential school  committee,  and  for  the  last  four  years  a 
selectman  of  his  town,  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  as- 
sessor. He  has  ever  been  a  consistent  Democrat 
Mrs.  Leonard  is  a  member  and  Mr.  Leonard  a  regular 
attendant  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  al- 
though Mr.  Leonard  is  a  believer  in  universal  salva- 
tion. 


CYRUS  B.   CLARK. 

Cyrus  E.  Clark  was  bom  in  Rochester,  Plymouth 
Co.,  Mass.,  Nov.  7, 1796.  He  was  the  son  of  Nathan 
Clark,  a  farmer,  who  was  a  native  of  Rochester,  and 
a  son  of  Willard  Clark,  of  the  same  town.  Cyrus  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education,  and  in  his  twenty- 
sixth  year,  July  27, 1822,  married  Sophronia,  daughter 
of  Capt  James  Wood,  of  Middleborough,  and  settled 
at  the  "  Head  of  the  River,"  in  Fairhaven,  now  Acush- 
net, and  commenced  trade  as  a  grocer,  which  business 
he  continued  ten  years.  He  has  been  a  land  surveyor 
for  many  years,  engaging  in  that  shortly  after  coming 
to  Acushnet.  His  services  in  this  capacity  were 
satisfactory,  and  up  to  the  present  time  he  continues 
to  occasionally  perform  some  labor  in  this  line.  He 
was  appointed  postmaster  at  North  Fairhaven  (after- 
wards changed  to  Acushnet)  April  1, 1828,  and  dur- 
ing all  the  various  changes  of  administration  he  has 
uninterruptedly  held  that  position.  He  was  for  many 
years  in  the  State  Legislature :  elected  to  serve  in  the 
Lower  House  in  1832, 1887,.  1840,  1842,  and  in  the 
Senate  in  1843.  This  was  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
to  which  party  he  has  steadily  adhered,  and  for  which 
he  has  labored  all  his  active  life.  He  was  choeen 
selectman  in  1832,  and  held  the  position  without 
intermission  till  1864.  He  has  done  a  large  amount 
of  probate  business,  and  settled  many  estates.  This 
work  has  extended  over  many  years,  reaching  from 
1830  to  the  present  time.  He  has  been  justice  of  the 
peace  ever  since  the  same  year.  For  seven  years  he 
was  notary  public,  refusing  to  serve  longer. 

In  his  eighteenth  year  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  a 
company  of  troopers  in  the  State  militia.  He  had  a 
great  interest  in  this  service,  and  passed  through  all 
the  grades  of  oflSce  to  first  lieutenant,  when,  very 
much  to  his  surprise,  he  was  chosen  and  commissioned 
lieutenant-colonel,  in  which  capacity  he  served  with 
acceptation  until  the  disbanding  of  the  regiment 
some  two  or  three  years.  When  the  Rebellion  broke 
out  in  1861  he  tried  hard  to  enlist  as  a  soldier,  but  he 
was  not  accepted  on  account  of  his  advanced  years. 
He  was  at  that  time  chairman  of  the  board  of  select- 
men, and  discharged  all  UiediflScult  and  onerous  duties 
of  that  position  during  the  war,  with  the  heartiest 
approval,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constitu- 
ents. 

Mr.  Clark  has  had  four  children,  Lucy  Maria, 
Cyrus  Earle,  Jr.,  Avery  Cushman,  and  Frederick 
Williams,  all  of  whom  are  dead.  Mrs.  Clark  died 
Sept  28,  1846.  Cyrus  E.,  Jr.,  born  Feb.  5,  1826, 
married  Sophia  Parker,  and  died  June  3, 1868,  leav- 
ing one  son,  Cyrus  Henry  Clark,  now  a  photographer 
on  Cape  Cod. 

Mr.  Clark  has  been  a  man  of  positive  character, 
yet  unobtrusive  and  unostentatious.  Perhaps  no  man 
in  the  town  has  been  identified  longer  with  its  interests 
or  more  earnestly  devoted  to  its  welfare  than  he,  and 
surely  none  holds  a  higher  place  in  the  regard  of  its 
people. 
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OHAPTBE  XIV. 

BBBKLXT.V 


"  WMlWMd  ttl«  oouw 
Tli«  flnt  Ibvr  iioti 

AflflhtlMllolOMtlM 

Timt*i  DoUitt 


wltktht*irt 
ft  tlw  !««.*• 


These  prophetic  wordB  were  nttered  bj  Lord 
Berkeley,  under  the  enibasiMiii  excited  bj  the  pros- 
pect of  his  emigrating  to  the  New  Worlds  for  the  pur- 
pose of  converting  the  Americmn  savegee  to  Ohria- 
tianity,  and  the  founding  of  a  nniveraitj  in  the 
Bermudas. 

From  this  celebrated  man,  preacher^  writer^  aoholar, 
philanthropist/ and  metaphyaician  the  town  of  Berk- 
ley undoubtedly  derived  its  name,  for  tiadition  saya, 
'*  In  1785,  when  certain  inhabitaiita,  living  In  tiie 
southerly  part  of  Taunton  and  the  northerly  part  of 
the  South  Precinct,  or  Purchase,  then  DIghton,  asked 
the  Qreat  and  Qeneral  Court,  for  reasons  set  forth  in 
their  petition,  for  an  act  of  incorporation  as  a  new 
township/'  the  name  of  Berkeley  was  suggested  by 
some  one  who  had  probably  formed  an  acqaaintanoe 
with  Qeorge  Berkeley,  then  late  Kahop  of  Cloyne, 
who  just  before  that  time  had  resided  at  Newport,  R.  L 

The  suggestion  and  adoption  of  the  name  of  so 
distinguished  a  Christian  philosopher  and  poet  re- 
flects great  credit  upon  the  taste  and  liberality  of 
religious  sentiments  of  all  partlea  interested,  for  It 
will  be  remembered  that  Episcopalians  were  seldom 
complimented  in  such  manner,*  even  in  the  ''Old 
Colony,"  whose  fame  was  never  shadowed  by  religious 
persecution. 

Bishop  Berkeley  was  a  remarkable  man  for  that  or 
any  other  age,  remarkable  for  his  broad  Christianity, 
benevolence,  and  original  philosophical  ideas,  which, 
like  other  new  ideas,  are  always  an  easy  subject  of 
ridicule  and  misrepresentation. 

Thus  Byron  said, — 

**  Whtn  Blibop  B«rk«ltj  nM  tiMrt  to  no  HwttMr, 
And  proTad  It,  'Iwm  no  nutttor  wlint  ho  mM." 

And  Dr.  Johnson  said  to  an  advocate  and  defender 
of  Berkeley's  theories,  with  whom  he  had  held  a  con- 
versation, when  the  latter  rose  to  depart^  **  Pray,  sir, 
do  not  leave  us :  we  may  perhaps  forget  yon,  and  then 
you  will  cease  to  exist" 

While  his  premises  and  conclusions  have  not  been 
fully  accepted  by  the  philosophy  of  the  present  day, 
they  very  considerably  modified  former  views  upon 
various  subjects  relative  to  metaphysics. 

Bishop  Berkeley  presented  to  Harvard  and  Yale 
Colleges  his  large  and  valuable  library,  and  to  the 
latter  some  valuable  real  estate  on  Rhode  Island, 
from  the  proceeds  of  which  to  found  a  scholarship, 
which  has  become  immensely  valuable.  More  than 
two  hundred  students  have  availed  themselves  of  this 

1  By  Hon.  Multr r  D.  Mlchola. 


priTilege,  of  whom  about  one  hudnd  have  beoome 
clefgymen,— a  eieditable  showing  kut  the  l^gaegr  ol 
one  IndividoaK 

He  also  sent  to  the  town  named  in  honor  of  him 
a  present  of  a  ehufoh  organ,  to  be  used  In  pabllo 
•wflnrship.  The  serrlees  of  an  oifsnlst  were  nol  avall- 
able  in  those  days,  and  this,  added  to  the  hti  thai 
there  was  an  unmistakable  prijindlce  among  thoae 
primitive  worshipeis  against  Instrumental  musie  in 
church,  resulted  In  a  negleet  of  the  eoartesfy  and  the 
organ  was  left  In  Newport^  and,  It  Is  said,  yet  re- 
mains tliere  to  this  day  In  Trinity  Cburcli,  In  a  state 
of  complete  preservation  and  in  constant  use.  As  an 
example  of  the  sentiment  that  prevailed  then  against 
instrumental  music  In  church,  it  Is  idated  that  forty 
years  after  the'  present  of  the  organ  the  foding  was 
so  far  compromised  as  to  allow  the  use  of  a  Imhs-tIoI 
at  the  closing  singing,  when  the  oongregatlon  Joined. 
A  venerable  man  would  rise  and  go  out^  slamming 
his  pew-door  In  evident  ill  humor.  Upon  being  re- 
monstrated with  for  his  discourteous  behavior,  ho  re- 
plied that  "  he  would  not  stay  and  hear  that  bull 


roar." 

But  in  this  respect,  and  In  othen  as  well,  there  has 
been  an  entire  change  in  the  feelings  and  praetioss 
of  religious  worship  and  modifications  of  religions 
belief,  and  no  one  could  be  found  who  would  now  say 
that  instrumental  music  in  church  waa  ^an  Inven- 
tion of  the  devil  to  catch  men'a  souls." 

The  change  In  the  spelling  of  the  word  Bericley 
waa  probably  due  to  the  carelessness  of  the  engrossing 
clerk  of  the  General  Court,  an  error  that  has  been 
perpetuated,  and  can  be  accounted  for  in  no  other 
manner.  Tliia  is  a  matter  of  regret^  aa  certainly  the 
name  of  the  town  should  have  oonformed  to  the 
original  orthography. 

The  following  Is  the  act  of  incorporation  of  the 
town  of  Berkley : 

••  A*  Aor/N- 4MMv  to«M  4tr  SlMRlM  «nrf  J^ftlM,  miM^  «  nw  toM 
Cl««  If  tt«  MMM  ^  SirMif . 

•*  BoMtod  In  Um  olghtti  j«ur  of  Um  nifn  of  King  0Mi|t  n. 

**WawBAi,Tli«ioatliMljpurtoriiMuiionnnd  Iko  aofthtrly  ptrl  of 
Mgiiton,  on  Om  «MI  ddo  or  Mm  OiMl  Btvtr,  to  MaifrtMlly  sua  witk 
InliabitMits,  who  takMr  nndor  dlSknlU«  by  mw  oT  Iko  iMnoMMM 
ftwn  tho  plaoci  of  pnliUo  mooUufi  in  ttio  Mid  towMb  and  hnfo  tlMra- 
npM  mdo  opplicntloa  to  tlilt  court  that  tlMi7  nMjr  bo  aot  off  n  SiStMont 
and  Mpomtt  poriab,  and  bo  vottad  wiib  aU  tlM  povan  and  priTilasaa 
that  othor  tovns  in  tbto  proviweo  ara  vaitad  with. 

■*&  U  ikmr^f^  mmekd  hg  Hk  Mjcc^Umqf  tt«  OoMmar,  Qiaaeg,and 
BqfnmUaikrttIm  Omtral  OMtrtamtmhttd^midktA^maMHlg^flktmmm, 
That  tho  aonthorly  port  of  Tannton  and  northarly  part  of  nighton,  on 
tho  oaat  aUim  uf  tho  Qrtat  Blvtr,  aa  horoaflor  honodod,  bo  and  honbj  ora 
■et  off,  oonaUtatvd,  and  erectod  Into  m  Mi«nita  and  dlaUoct  townahip  VjT 
tho  nanit  of  Borklty,  th«  kouudt  of  tht  township  bolng  aa  followtth, 
tIs.  :  Begin ulog  at  tht  Great  Rlrrr,  at  a  forked  whito-oak  trao,  at  tho 
laodlDg-pUco  between  the  laud  of  Abraham  TIadalo  and  Micah  Pialt; 
fnini  thenoe  to  extend  In  a  etraight  line  to  a  dam  known  bjr  the  name 
of  Little  Meadow  Dam ;  from  thence  to  a  tree  with  a  heap  of  atones 
around  It  In  the  said  little  meadow;  from  tlienos  to  extend  In  a 
siraltfht  line  until  It  Intersected  the  line  of  the  precinct,  which  lucllidso 
a  part  of  Taunton  and  a  part  of  lllddleboixiugh,  opposite  the  dwelling- 
house  of  John  Williams;  (h>m  thence  to  extend  on  said  precinct  line  to 
tlie  mNple>tree  which  Is  the  corner  liounds  of  llldtlleborough,irroelown, 
DIghtou,  and  Taunton ;  and  from  thence  bounded  by  ITreetown  until  It 
oomso  to  a  little  knoll  or  hillock  of  upland,  being  the  bounds  between 
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Dlghton,  Treotown,  And  Aiionel  Nock ;  Mnd  thence  bounded  by  the  land 
of  Mr.  Sdward  Shove  till  It  oomee  to  Tennton  River;  iind  then  bounded 
by  nid  river  till  It  oomee  to  the  flretmentionH  bonudn. 

**  And  that  the  Inhnbltenbi  thereof  be  and  hereby  are  veeted  and  en- 
dowed with  equal  privllegea  and  powera  and  Immnnltlee  that  the  Inhab. 
itante  of  any  of  the  towns  within  thie  province  are  or  by  law  ought  to  be 
veeted  with. 

"Only  It  to  be  noderetood  that  John  8pum,  Nicholas  Stephens,  John 
TIsdale,  Abraham  TIsdale,  Isaac  Tlsdsle,  and  Kbenexer  Pitts,  and  their 
Ounllles  and  estates,  are  not  to  be  Included  In  said  township,  but  ars  to 
belong  to  the  towns  of  Taunton  or  DIgbton,  as  formerly.    * 

**  And  the  Inhabitants  of  ths  town  of  Berkley  are  hereby  requested, 
within  the  space  of  two  years  fh>m  the  publication  of  this  act,  to  proenre 
and  settle  a  learned  Orthodox  mintoter  of  good  conversation,  and  make 
provision  for  his  comfortable  and  honorable  support,  and  also  to  erect 
and  finish  a  suitable  and  convenient  house  for  the  public  worslilp  of 
God  In  said  town. 

**  fVoelfifti,  41I10,  That  the  InhaUlants  Included  within  thto  township 
that  heretofore  belonged  to  Taunton  shall,  fkom  time  to  time,  pay 
towards  the  repairs  of  Weir  bridge  in  proportion  to  the  remaining  part 
of  Taunton,  according  to  their  assessment  In  the  last  province  tax,  and 
also  their  proportion  of  the  rates  and  taxes  already  made  In  Taunton. 

**  And  that  part  of  the  new  township  which  belonged  to  DIghton  pay 
their  proportion  with  the  said  town  of  Dighton  of  the  arrears  of  their 
outstanding  rates  already  made,  and  of  the  debts  due  from  the  said  town 
of  Dighton,  and  also  their  proportion  of  the  charge  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  present  poor  of  the  town  of  Dighton. 

**  April,  the  18tb  day,  1736.  This  bill  having  been  read  three  several 
times  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  passed  to  be  enacted. 

**  J.  QuiNor,  Sp^aktr. 

**  April,  tlie  18th  day,  1736.  This  bill  having  been  read  three  several 
times  In  Oouncll,  passed  to  be  enacted. 

**  T.  Mason,  Dep.  6*c 

**  April,  the  18th  day,  1736. 
"By  his  Bxosllency  the  Governor: 
"  I  consent  to  the  enacting  of  this  Bill. 

*'J.  BlLOHBX. 

**  A  true  copy  fVom  tlie  original  on  flie  in  the  secretary's  office. 

"  Attest :   JoHir  A vcrt,  Jr.,  SeortUarjf. 

**  Recorded  on  the  town  of  Berkley's  records  by  Stephen  Burt,  town 
clerk." 

Organisation  of  the  Town.— -At  a  legal  town-meet- 
ing, wflrned  according  to  the  General  Court's  order, 
and  held  May  12,  1735,  at  the  house  ofElkanah  Bab- 
bitt, with  Oerrthom  Crane  moderator,  and  Abel  Burt 
town  clerk,  Nathaniel  Gilbert,  John  Burt,  and  Grer- 
shom  Crane  were  chosen  selectmen,  and  Joseph  Burt, 
John  Paull,  and  Benaiah  Babbitt  for  assessors.  These 
officers,  it  was  voted,  should  all  serve  without  compen- 
sation for  their  labors. 

The  second  legal  town-meeting  was  held  Oct.  .6, 
1736. 

''  Voted^  To  hire  a  scholar  to  preach  in  the  town  for 
the  space  of  a  quarter  of  a  year. 

'*  Voted^  To  assess  or  raise  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds 
for  the  use  of  the  town,  part  to  be  paid  to  the  scholar 
which  shall  be  hired  to  preach  to  us,  the  other  part 
for  the  same  use  if  wanted,  or  otherwise,  as  the  town 
shall  apply  it." 

"  Votalf  to  hire  no  schoolmaster." 

An  adjourned  meeting  was  held  Oct.  20,  1735. 

"  Voted f  That  the  three  selectmen  go  and  hire  Mr. 
Tobey,  if  they  can  agree  with  him,  to  preach  in  our 
town  of  Berkley  one-quarter  of  a  year." 

"  Voted^  That  Mr.  John  Burt  take  the  contribution 
money  that  shall  be  given  in  the  said  three  months 


towards  supporting  the  scholar  that  shall  preach  to 
us,  and  be  accountable  to  the  town  for  it" 

"  Voted^  To  build  a  meeting-house  in  our  said  town 
of  Berkley,  forty  feet  long,  thirty-four  feet  broad,  and 
eighteen  feet  stud." 

"  Voled^  That  John  Burt  give  the  dimensions,  and 
appraise  and  approve  of  all  timber  for  our  said  meet- 
ing-house when  good." 

'*  Voted,  That  Gershom  Crane,  John  Paull,  Joseph 
Burt,  and  John  Burt,  under  John  Burt,  procure  the 
timber,  divide  the  work,  and  proportion  it  among  the 
inhabitants  equally  [equitably],  and  that  each  man 
who  labors  on  said  meeting-house  shall  be  allowed 
four  shillings  per  day,  and  lads  or  boys  proportion- 
ally, as  the  committee  shall  see  fit" 

The  town-meetings  relating  to  the  settlement  of 
Mr.  Tobey  as  pastor  and  the  completion  of  the  meet- 
ing-house were  held  as  follows,  viz. : 

"  March  8, 1736.  Fb^,  To  pay  Mr.  Samuel  Tobey 
forty  pounds  for  serving  in  the  ministry  one-half  year, 
he  finding  his  own  board." 

"  Aug.  3, 1736.  Voted,  To  give  Mr.  Samuel  Tobey 
one  hundred  pounds  in  bills  of  credit,  such  as  passeth 
between  man  and  man,  or  silver  at  twenty-six  shillings 
per  ounce,  annually,  so  long  as  he,  the  said  Tobey, 
continueth  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  our  town." 

"  Sept.  27,  1736.  VoUd,  That  the  assessors  of  our 
town  of  Berkley  forthwith  assess  or  make  a  tax  of 
three  hundred  pounds  for  Mr.  Tobey, — two  hundred 
pounds  for  his  settlement,  and  one  hundred  pounds 
for  his  salary  this  present  year." 

<'  Voted,  That  Elkanah  Babbitt,  Gershom  Crane, 
John  Paull,  Abiel  Atwood,  and  Abel  Burt  be  a  com- 
mittee to  let  out  our  meeting-house  as  cheaply  as  they 
can  to  finish  after  a  decent  and  comely  fashion  or 
manner." 

"  Voted,  To  raise  six  hundred  pounds  on  our  said 
town,  to  enable  the  committee  which  was  chosen  to 
finish  said  meeting-house." 

Bey.  Samuel  Tobet.— Berkley  became  a  distinct 
town  in  1735,  as  has  been  already  stated,  and  two 
years  subsequently  a  church  was  organized  with  Bev. 
Samuel  Tobey  as  the  pastor.  Mr.  Tobey  was  a  native 
of  Sandwich,  Mass.,  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege, of  the  class  of  1733.  He  was  ordained  Nov.  23, 
1737,  he  being  but  twenty-five  years  old.  His  ministry 
continued  until  the  time  of  his  death,  Feb.  13, 1781, 
a  period  of  nearly  forty-four  years.  Notwithstanding 
Mr.  Tobey  kept  the  church  records  with  the  greatest 
fidelity,  there  are  none  of  his  manuscripts  that  have 
been  preserved,  nor  is  it  known  that  he  ever  pub- 
lished any  of  his  writings. 

The  year  following  his  ordination  Mr.  Tobey  was 
married  to  Bathsheba  Crocker,  a  daughter  of  Timothy 
Crocker,  of  Barnstable.  Twelve  children  were  the 
result  of  this  union,  of  whom  the  two  youngest,  Paul 
and  Silas,  were  twins. 

A  local  historian,  Rev.  Enoch  Sanford,  at  the  pres- 
ent writing  a  nonogenarian,  who  had  seen  several 
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persons  who  bad  sat  under.  Hr.  Tobegr's  preaebing, 
wrote  of  him  thus, — 

"  As  a  preacher,  he  was  not  brilliant,  bat  graTO  and 
honest  in  declaring  what  be  baliaTad  tma  and  eHen-< 
tial.  As  a  '  master  of  aasembllet,'  ha  waa  firm  and 
impartial.  He  was  of  a  fbll  eonntaaanoa,  and  un- 
commonly engaging  in  his  peraon  and  manners.  All 
revered  him  as  a  man  of  eminent  abilitiea  and  of 
great  common  sense  and  anaflbcted  appearance.  The 
children  not  only  revered  bat  loved  him,  eapecially 
when  he  came  into  the  aohools  and  talked  to  them 
as  a  father.  He  seemed  to  regard  all  the  people  not 
only  as  hb  flock,  bat  as  his  children. 

**  *  Bt«d  cbildrto  fbllowtd  with  nimiimg  wOt. 
AihI  plucked  bia  gown  to  riuuw  lk«  fwid  bmm**  iMn*.* 

ft 

''  The  structure  of  his  sermona  waa  formal,  according 
to  the  manner  of  ministers  of  that  time,  who  made 
many  divisions  of  their  subjects.  His  style  waa  open, 
and  so  plain  that  the  unlearned  oould  understand  and 
remember  the  truths  uttered.  In  hia  devotional  ex- 
ercises in  the  pulpit  he  was  somewhat  formal,  using 
nearly  the  same  expressions  in  many  of  his  prayers. 
That  he  was  edifying  and  attractive  to  the  common 
people  is  evident  from  the  fiust  that  he  waa  highly 
esteemed  in  his  deportment  and  public  servicea  for 
nearly  three  generations." 

Rev.  Thomas  Andros. — After  an  interim  of  six 
years,  during  which  the  pulpit  waa  varioualy  aup* 
plied.  Rev.  Thomas  Andros,  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  was 
ordained  in  1788,  March  19th,  and  for  fbrty-eeven 
years  occupied  the  pulpit,  at  the  end  of  which  time, 
admonished  by  waning  strength  and  the  exiatence  of 
differences  that  time  had  developed  in  the  church 
and  society,  he  asked  for  and  received  a  formal  dis- 
missal from  his  pastoral  charge,  and  retired,  not  to  a 
life  of  idleness,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  the  end  of  his 
days  was  an  active  worker  in  all  the  great  reforma- 
tory movements  of  the  day.  Hia  early  life  having 
been  passed  amid  hardshipa  and  privations,  he  fully 
appreciated  and  estimated  the  value  of  thoae  advan- 
tages he  failed  to  possess  or  eqjoy,  and  he  worked 
faithfully  to  increase  an  interest  in  popular  educa- 
tion in  the  town,  and  gave  an  impetua  to  it  whose  in- 
fluence was  undoubtedly  permanent  and  lasting.  The 
Taunton  Association  of  Miniaters,  on  the  occasion  of 
his  death,  said  of  him,  "  Mr.  Andros  was  an  eminent 
example  of  self-taught  men,  a  warm  patron  of  edu- 
cation, and  a  deeply-interested  friend  of  the  rising 
generation.  As  a  preacher,  he  held  high  rank;  as  a 
pastor,  he  was  affectionate,  laborious,  and  untiring  in 
interest,  both  for  the  spiritual  and  temporal  welfare 
of  his  people,  to  whom  he  ministered  for  more  than 
forty  years." 

The  early  life  of  Mr.  Andros  was  an  eventful  one. 
He  lost  his  father  in  his  childhood,  and  consequently 
upon  his  mother  devolved  the  care  and  respoDHibility 
of  rearing  and  educating  four  children  in  compara- 
tively straitened  circumstances.    They  removed  to 


Plainfleld,  Oonn^  in  the  vicinl^  of  which  bar  ralA- 
tivea  resided.  There  being  Ibw  or  no  pablle  eeboob 
in  that  day,  and  meana  being  limited.  It  May  randlly 
be  Inlbrred  that  the  advantagea  of  mental  onltwe 
ei^oyod  by  Mr.  Androa  were  amall  Indeed.  Te  n  aon 
of  Mr.  Androa  la  the  writer  Indebted  for  the  nnnration 
of  the  following  thrilling  eventa  of  hia  peffannal  hla- 
tofy; 

"At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Bevolntionaiy  war  in 
1776,  though  bnt  a  youth  of  alxteen  jmn^  he  wae  the 
first  to  enroll  himaelf  as  a  aoldier  In  the  Oontlnentnl 
aervice,  and  shortly  after  joined  the  American  nrmy, 
then  encamped  at  Cambridge.  After  the  evacuation 
of  Boston,  he  waa  engaged  In  the  battlea  of  Long 
Island  and  White  Plaina,  and  under  Qen.  Snlllvan 
was  engaged  in  the  conflict  at  Butt'a  HUL  In  1781 
he  enlisted  on  board  a  private  armed  vemel,  bat  hb 
cruise  was  destined  to  be  a  abort  one^  for  they  wen 
captured  by  an  Englhdi  frigate  and  oondemaed  to  the 
'old  Jersey  prison-ship'  in  Ne#  York  Harbor.  In 
a  manner  singularly  providential  be  aucceeded  In 
effecting  his  escape,  and  after  anffering  Ineredlble 
hardships  and  innumerable  perils,  finally  reached  the 
home  of  his  mother. 

"  A  severe  illnew  prostrated  him  for  many  montha 
after  his  self-restoration  to  liberty  and  home,  hia 
recovery  from  which  was  well-nigh  niinicul«Nia.  It 
was  probably  tlib  near  approach  to  death,  by  which 
the  doors  of  the  future  world  were,  as  it  were,  opened 
wide  before  him,  that  fixed  his  subaequent  career,  and 
led  him  to  dedicate  the  remainder  of  hia  llf«  to  the 
work  of  his  Redeemer." 

After  recovering  his  healtli  be  devoted  himaelf  for 
several  years  to  a  careful  preparation  for  the  mlnistiy 
under  the  Rev.  Joel  Dbnedict^  of  Plainfield,  Oonn., 
and  receive4  his  firat  call  to  fill  the  pulpit  at  Berkley 
made  vacant  by  the  death  of  Rev.  Samnel  Tob^. 
To  give  a  lengtliy  dissertation  upoa  the  meritaof  Mr. 
Aadros  would  far  exceed  the  limit  and  olject  of  this 
work,  tlie  design  of  which  is  general  rather  than  per- 
sonal history,  but  a  few  worda  more  may  not  be  amim 
to  Illustrate  aa  far  as  may  be  the  superior  ability  of 
this  man,  who  for  half  a  century  waa  a  leading  aplrit 
in  the  locality  under  cousideration. 

Mr.  Andros,  tliough  in  the  main  adhering  to  the 
views  inculcated  by  the  moat  eminent  New  England 
divines  of  that  period,  was  notwithstanding  an  Inde- 
pendent thinker.  Quoting  from  Mr.  Sanford  again, 
*'  He  never  preached  that  Christ  made  atonement  by 
his  death  for  the  elect  only,  and  not  for  all  mankind ; 
or  that  justifying  faith  consists  in  one's  believing  that 
his  sins  are  forgiven,  and  that  he  is  one  of  the  saved ; 
or  that  man,  in  regeneration,  is  as  passive  as  a  child 
in  being  born  into  the  world;  or  that  man  is  unable 
to  repent;  or  that  no  mere  man, since  the  fall,  is  able 
perfectly  to  keep  the  divine  commands.  He  U  remem- 
bered never  to  have  believed  or  preached  that  the  sin  of 
the  first  man  is  imputed  to  all  his  posterity,  and  that 
in  him  all  sinned,  and  that  each  brings  sin  enough 
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into  the  world  to  subject  him  to  the  loss  of  heaven. 
Neither  did  he  preach  that  Christ's  righteousness  is 
made  over  or  transferred  to  believers,  but  rather  tliat 
he  teaches  us  how  we  may  acquire  the  ri|2;hteousncss 
which  is  acceptable  by  faith  and  good  works.  He 
strenuously  enforced  that  men  have  the  power  of 
choice,  are  responsible  for  their  moral  acts ;  that  no 
divine  agency  operates  in  men  to  harden  or  tempt 
them  to  sin,  but  rather  to  restrain  them  from  it." 

As  a  patriot  and  politician,  he  never  hesitated  to  be 
pronounced  in  his  opinions,  and  it  was  questioned  by 
his  friends  whether  his  strong  partisanship  was  not 
too  strong  for  one  who  occupied  so  public  a  position, 
and  whether  the  judicious  use  of  BomefinrMe  on  his 
part  would  not  have  proven  '*  the  better  part  of  wis- 
dom." His  Thanksgiving  and  Fast-day  sermons 
were  usually  political  ones,  and  especially  attractive 
to  those  who  agreed  with  him,  as  well  as  to  those 
who  held  opposite  views.  In  one  of  that  ilk  he  took 
occasion  to  speak  of  Mr.  Jefferson  in  the  following 
denunciatory  language :  **  He  is  the  object  of  my 
soul's  most  implacable  abhorrence."  It  is  but  just, 
however,  to  say  that  in  after-life  he  acknowledged  his 
misconception  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  religious  and  poli- 
tical views,  and  actually  joined  the  party  of  which  the 
author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  the 
founder  and  acknowledged  exponent.  Too  favorable 
a  notice  cannot  be  made  of  the  influence  he  exerted 
upon  the  cause  of  education,  both  with  reference  to  the 
common  schools,  of  which  he  was  an  avowed  friend 
and  defender,  and  also  to  the  higher  branches,  in 
which  he  had  many  private  classes  and  pupils.  In  his 
daily  walks  of  life  he  exerted  a  strong  influence  upon 
the  generations  already  risen  to  adult  age,  he  fully 
indorsing  the  aptness  of  Pope's  memorable  epigram, — 

**  Man  mnst  be  Uught  «•  though  yon  tanght  them  not, 
And  things  unknown  proposed  m  things  forgot.** 

He  also  examined  teachers  for  public  schools,  and 
drew  about  him  a  corps  of  teachers  whose  acquire- 
ments and  ability  to  impart  knowledge  were  un- 
equaled  in  those  days  and  rarely  surpassed  in  these. 

During  Mr.  Andros'  ministry  a  circumstance  oc- 
curred which  will  illustrate  his  native  shrewdness. 
A  master-mariner  living  near  the  line  of  Berkley, 
in  Taunton,  who  had  come  from  a  trip  to  Albany, 
"  beat"  up  to  Grassy  Island,  then  meeting  a  "  head 
tide,"  anchored  his  vessel,  went  on  shore,  intending 
to  walk  home,  a  distance  of  two  miles.  Passing  by 
a  clump  of  bushes,  a  hen  fluttered  out,  announcing 
in  unmistakable  language  the  presence  of  her  nest. 
Examination  of  the  spot  disclosed  a  newly-laid  egg, 
upon  which  the  sailor  transcribed  "  Woe  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Barkly,"  The  writer  of  this  minatory 
prophecy  had  procured  in  Albany  a  graphite  pencil, 
a  thing  almost  unknown  in  those  days.  The  egg  was 
warm  and  moist,  the  plumbago  united  chemically 
with  the  shell,  and  so  intimately  as  to  be  apparently 
a  part  of  it.  The  owner  of  the  hen,  a  pious  lady, 
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was  horrified  when,  upon  gathering  up  her  eggs  at 
night,  she  found  the  one  already  alluded  to,  and  in 
perfect  consternation  took  it  to  Mr.  Andros,  hoping 
he  might  explain  the  calamity  it  appeared  to  portend. 
The  minister  shut  his  eyes  closely,  as  was  his  wont, 
and  said, "  It  was  not  the  Lord's  doings,  for  He  would 
have  known  how  to  spell  Berkley."  This  ready  an- 
swer quieted  her  fears. 

Mr.  Andros  represented  his  town  twice  in  the  Leg- 
islature after  he  retired  from  active  ministerial  service. 
His  last  sermon  was  preached  the  6th  of  October,  1845, 
and  the  following  December  30th  he  died  from  the  re- 
sult of  a  succession  of  apoplectic  attacks. 

He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Miss  Abigail  Cutler, 
and  after  her  death  to  Miss  Sophia  Sanford.  The 
former  had  nine  children  and  the  latter  eight.  Five 
of  his  sons  were  master-mariners,  and  made  many 
foreign  voyages.  Another  son,  the  late  B.  S.  8.  An- 
dros, was  a  well-known  New  England  writer  and 
poet.  Another  son,  Milton  Andros,  is  at  present  a 
distinguished  attomey-at-law  in  the  State  of  Califor- 
nia. Descendants  of  other  members  of  his  family 
still  attest  to  the  wide-spread  influence  of  this  man, 
whom  the  writer  deems  the  one  of  all  others  whose 
life  gave  a  coloring  to  the  aflfairs  of  this  town  of  Berk- 
ley, both  educational  and  spiritual,  and  without  whose 
brief  personal  history  a  methodical  record  of  the  im- 
portant events  which  concern  this  town  could  not  be 
written. 

The  next  settled  minister  was  the  Bev.  Ebenezer 
Poor,  of  Danvers,  Mass.  His  pastorate  was  about  two 
years  in  duration.  He  was  esteemed  an  interesting 
preacher.  He  was  succeeded  by  Bev.  J.  U.  Parsons, 
who  was  installed  in  1838  and  dismissed  in  1840.  He 
was  the  author  of  a  series  of  school  readers  and  some 
religious  works.  In  1842,  Bev.  Charles  Chamberlain, 
formerly  tutor  in  Brown  University,  was  ordained  as 
the  successor  of  Mr.  Parsons,  and  resigned  his  charge 
in  1844.  Since  that  time  the  pulpit  has  successively 
been  supplied  by  Bev.  Messrs.  Eastman,  Gould,  Gay, 
Bichardson,  Craig,  Smith,  Lothrop,  Davis,  Babcock, 
Bessom,  Barney,  Chamberlain,  and  Parker. 

This  society — the  Congregational— now  occupies 
the  third  meeting-house,  all  of  which  houses  have 
occupied  the  same  and  to  many  a  sacred  spot  It  is  a 
large  and  well-arranged  house  and  in  good  condition. 
Adjacent  to  the  meeting-house  is  a  neat  and  attrac- 
tive parsonage,  having  a  desirable  location.  This  so- 
ciety is  in  a  very  healthy  condition  financially,  the 
annual  rent  of  the  pews  and  the  income  of  the  "  min- 
isterial fund"  placing  the  society  above  pecuniary 
anxiety. 

In  1848  a  division  in  the  Congregational  Church 
and  Society  occurred  from  causes  which  it  would  be 
unprofitable  to  lift  the  veil  of  oblivion  from  now. 
Some  twenty  members  of  the  church  and  a  number 
of  the  society  withdrew  and  organized  the  "Trini- 
tarian Congregational  Society  in  Berkley,"  March 
1,  1848,  and  built  a  comfortable  house  called  the 
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"Chapel."    Rev.  L.  R.  Enatmao  waa  the  firat  pastor, 

cominenciug  liU  pastorate  the  Arat  SabbBlh  in  April, 
1S4S,  and  left  in  March,  1650,  being  B  pantorate  of 
eiifUt  years. 

Rev.  James  A.  Roberta  having  been  invited  to  fill 
the  pulpit  made  vacant  bj  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Eastman,  he  entered  upon  his  ininibtry  the  first  Sub- 
bath  in  April,  ]S56,  continuing  his  pastorate  until 
the  last  Sabbath  in  September,  1872,  a  period  of  more 
than  sixteen  years.  He  retired  then,  as  he  said,  "  to 
rest,"  thinking  perhaps  that  ho  might  be  able  to  re- 
enter the  pulpit  again.  But  he  never  rallied,  and  in 
the  following  November,  in  the  eighty-fourth  year  of 
his  age,  he  "reat«d"  from  his  labor. 

Mr.  Roberta  was'born  in  Trowbridge,  England; 
preached  in  a  Dissenting  Church  in  London  and  else- 
where three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-two 
times;  came  to  America  and  was  settled  aa  pastor  of 
the  South  Congregational  Society  in  New  Bedford, 
where  he  remained  several  years ;  went  buck  to  Eng- 
land, and  returned  to  New  Bedford  again.  He 
preached  four  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  times  in  America  before  his  pastorate  in  Berk- 
ley, and  iu  Berkley  he  preached  fifteen  hundred  and 
fifty-five  times.  Ue  resigned  his  pastorate  in  New 
Bedford  and  retired  to  his  farm  in  Lakeville.  Soon 
after  he  entered  upon  the  ministry  in  Berkley  he  re- 
moved thither,  bought  a.  house  and  lands,  where  he 
lived  ever  after  and  where  be  died. 

Mr.  Roberto  was  a  man  beloved  by  all  who  knew 
him  well  for  his  geniality,  good  practical  sense,  and 
for  his  benevolence.  He  was  loved  particularly  by 
the  children  and  youth  with  whom  he  became  ac- 
quainted, and  there  are  those  who  remember  his 
kindly  and  wiae  suggestions  and  admonitions  and 
have  treasured  them  up.  As  a  preacher,  be  was  gen- 
erally interesting,  bis  sermons  short,  but  generally 
well  considered;  his  manner  of  delivery  animated, 
aud  sometimes  highly  expressive;  his  prayers  re- 
uiarkubly  comprehensive,  earnest,  and  sympathetic. 
He  wan  free  from  that  arrogance  peculiar  to  his 
nationality;  Ilia  adopted  country  was  Aw  country, 
and  few  "  to  the  manner  born"  were  more  patriotic. 
His  love  of  the  cultivation  of  fruits  and  flowers  was 
almost  unbounded,  and  to  this  work  he  devoted  much 
attention  and  displayed  much  taste.  His  love  for  his 
parishioners,  the  heathen  world,  and  for  the  whole 
human  family  was  demonstrated  whenever  ho  couid 
do  them  good  by  word  or  by  deed.  Uiit  remains  lie 
hurled  in  the  cemetery  with  the  Rev.  Samuel  Tubey 
and  with  the  Rev.  Thomas  Andros,  a  worthy  com- 
panionship of  noble  men. 

In  1878,  March  1st,  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Berkley  was  organised,  a  large  part  of 
Mr.  Roberts'  church  and  society  joiniiig  with  the 
Methodist*  and  occupying  the  "  Chapel,"  where  they 
worshiped  until  1S76,  when  the  Methodist  Society 
built  a  very  pleasant,  neat,  and  commodious  building 
at  an  expense  of  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars, 


and  it  is  understood  that  this  building  is  paid  for. 
This  church  and  society  has  prospered,  and  although 
some  of  the  members  have  made  great  exertions  to 
put  this  society  upon  a  firm  foundation,  they  have 
done  it  willingly,  cheerfully, — "  The  Ixttd  loveth  a 
cheerful  giver," — and  having  "  cast  their  bread  upon 
the  waters,"  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  "thoy  shall 
find  it  afUr  many  days."  The  clergymen  of  the  First 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  Iu  Berkley  have  been 
Rev.  Mr.  Wright,  one  year;  llev.  Mr.  Ewer,  three 
years;  Rev.  Mr.  Nutter,  one  year;  Rev.  Mr.  Hum- 
phrey, two  years  ;   Rev.  Mr.  Burn,  three  years. 

There  is  a  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  also  near 
the  pleasant  village  of  Myrickville  in  the  eastern 
part  of  the  town,  which  was  fonuerly  a  part  of  the 
city  of  Tuunton,  but  was  annexed  to  jterkley  in 
1878,  The  congregation  though  small,  the  oumben 
are  increasing  and  the  prospects  of  the  church  bright- 
ening. It  seems  la  have  a  location  which  required 
some  house  of  public  womhip  eHtHblislied,  ua  there 

John  Crane  is  the  first  person  named  as  a  school- 
teacher, there  being  a  small  sum  voted  to  pay  him 
for  keeping  school.  Jonathau  Crane  likewise  was 
paid  for  the  same  purpose.  Both  of  these  schools 
were  of  short  duration.  Then  the  town  employed 
Rowland  Gavin,  an  Englishman  of  good  attiinmeiils. 
He  taught  in  different  parts  of  the  town  some  two 
months  in  a  place,  in  such  buildings  us  could  be  se- 
cured for  the  purpose.  His  penmanship  was  exceed- 
ingly good.  Each  scholar  had  a  blank-book  prepared 
by  sewing  a  number  of  sheets  of  paper  together.  The 
"  master"  would  write  the  arithmetical  OKaniples  into 
each  scholar's  hook,  and  the  scholar  would  writ«  the 
solution,  the  "  master"  having  the  only  arithmetic  in 
the  school.  Reading-  and  spelling-buolcs  also  were 
scarce  and  expensive,  and  the  pecuuiary  moans  of  the 
parents  small.  Grammars  and  geographies  were  not 
used  in  school  in  those  early  days.  But,  notwith- 
standing the  many  disadvantages  under  which  those 
scholars  labored,  a  knowledge  of  reading,  writing, 
ajtelling,  and  arithmetic  was  attained  almost  incredible 
when  compared  with  the  proficiency  of  thu  scholani 
of  the  present  day,  measured  by  the  diHijrcnco  in 
length  of  school,  convenience  uf  studying,  abundance 
of  text- books  upon  nil  desirable  subjects,  and  teachers 
who  have  in  turn  had  ample  means  ofqualiiying 
themselves  for  their  important  duties,  important  not 
only  in  developing  the  mental  faculty  in  the  direction 
of  science,  but  imporUnt  also  iu  the  shnpiiig  of  the 
moral  character  of  those  committed  to  their  charge. 
But  then  the  parents  and  children  prized  their  slender 
oi)porlunitics  and  made  good  Use  of  them.  Tholr 
few  hooks  were  used  at  homo  at  odd  hours  in  the 
daytime,  in  the  evening  liy  fire-light,  it  may  he,  and 
it  HOinctiinos  was  so.  Tlie  bodily  exercise,  from  which 
none  escaped,  the  absence  of  heated  rooms,  which 
none  enjoyed,  gave  to  their  minds  a  clearness  and 
vigor  not  attoiniible  pcrhajia  in  any  other  uiauuer. 
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The  diflScuUies  which  had  to  be  surmouDted  also 
added  force  to  their  characters.  Here,  then,  is  an 
instance  of  the  resulting  beneficence  of  the  law  of 
compensation  that  permeates  all  of  the  works  of  Qod, 
who  so  kindly  tempers  the  storm  to  the  shorn  lamb. 

But  soon  after  the  settlement  of  Rev.  Mr.  Tobey, 
and  during  his  pastorate,  the  condition  of  the  schools 
improved  quite  evidently  and  continually.  In  1763 
the  town  began  to  build  school-houses,  which  were 
more  comfortable  and  more  conveniently  located  than 
the  extemporized  school-rooms  that  had  heretofore 
been  available.  Some  young  men  had  measurably 
qualified  themselves,  under  Master  Gavin's  teaching 
and  at  home,  for  the  position  of  elementary  teachers, 
and  the  winter  schools  and  winter  evenings  were  util- 
ized to  a  creditable  degree.  Thus  the  soil  was  being 
gradually  prepared  for  the  future  harvest.  Soon  after 
the  settlement  of  Mr.  Andros  in  1787,  a  new  impetus 
was  given  to  education,  largely  through  his  instru- 
mentality, which  is  stated  elsewhere,  but  aided  by 
other  causes  also.  The  war  of  the  Revolution  had 
exhausted  the  pecuniary  resources  of  the  whole 
country.  But  the  advent  of  peace,  the  formation  "  of 
a  more  perfect  Union"  by  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  confidence  in  the  administration  of 
Washington,  the  unparalleled  success  of  the  financial 
policy  of  Hamilton  began  to  recuperate  the  palsied 
hand  of  industry,  and  better  times  dawned  in  the 
horizon.  Its  influence  was  felt  all  over  the  country. 
In  1793  the  town  was  divided  into  four  school  dis- 
tricts, afterwards  into  five,  then  into  six,  and  afler  the 
accession  of  A>wonct  Neck  the  number  of  school  dis- 
tricts in  town  in  1799  was  seven.  In  1794  the  town 
voted  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  to  the  four 
school  districts  to  build  their  school -houses,  which 
money  had  been  raised  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
meeting-house.  In  1800  the  scholars  belonging  to 
the  several  school  districts  between  the  ages  of  four 
and  sixteen  were  over  four  hundred,  and  the  popula- 
tion one  thousand  and  thirty-four.  In  1865  the  popu- 
lation was  eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight.  ,In  1880 
the  population  was  nearly  one  hundred  less  than 
eighty  years  before,  and  the  children  between  hve 
and  fi (Icen  years  of  age  only  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
three,  and  notwithstanding  the  town  had  had  three 
accessions  of  inhabitants  and  territory  from  Taunton 
in  the  mean  time,  particularly  that  of  Myrickville, 
together  with  the  adjacent  and  surrounding  neighbor- 
hood, it  being  an  important  and  very  desirable  acqui- 
sition to  the  town.  Although  the  schools  have  been 
becoming  small  and  smaller  for  the  last  forty  years 
until  the  scholars  are  less  than  one-half  in  number 
than  there  was  then,  yet  the  town's  annual  appropria- 
tion has  increased  from  three  hundred  dollars  to 
fourteen  hundred  dollars  for  support  of  public 
schools. 

Some  of  the  pupils  of  Master  Gavin  had  under  diflS- 
culties  ac(]uired  a  taste  for  study,  which  increased  as 
they  advanced  in  science  until  they  in  turn  were  well 


able  to  teach  what  they  had  been  taught  by  their 
master  and  were  advancing  to  a  higher  plane.  Gapt 
Joseph  San  ford.  Rev.  Levi  French,  Col.  Adoniram 
Crane,  and  Capt.  Giles  G.  Chace  were  among  the  first 
and  most  able  teachers  which  the  town  has  ever  had, 
and  their  services  were  sought  in  many  of  the  sur- 
rounding towns,  and  each  of  them  taught  for  more 
than  thirty  winters.  Then  there  arose  k  succession 
of  juniors,  some  of  whom  taught  many  years  in  the 
common  schools  and  in  higher  branches  of  learning 
and  in  academies;  such  were  James,  John,  Enoch, 
Alpheus,  and  Baalis  Sanford,  brothers,  and  sons  of 
Capt.  Joseph  Sanford,  and  Silas  A.  Benjamin,  who 
taught  during  most  of  his  life;  Daniel  and  Abrathar 
Crane,  brothers,  and  sons  of  Benjamin  Crane ;  Ebene- 
zer  Hervey,  who  taught  here,  in  Taunton,  and  else- 
where in  New  Bedford  for  more  than  thirty  years, 
and  taught  in  all  more  than  a  half-century.  William 
M.  arid  B.  L.  Cornell,  brothers ;  David  French,  Darius 
Phillips,  Daniel  S.  Briggs,  Enoch  Boyce,  Thomas  C. 
Dean,  Dr.  S.  Hathaway,  Walter  D.  Nichols,  P.  Chea- 
ter Porter,  Thomas  P.  Paull,  etc. 

Since  their  time  of  teaching  females  have  been 
most  generally  employed,  and  their  success  has  been 
quite  satisfactory,  and  they,  as  a  class,  have  in  that 
department  an  enviable  record.  It  has  been  said  in 
the  past,  and  not  without  reason,  that  this  town  fur- 
nished more  common  school  teachers  according  to  its 
population  than  any  other  town  in  the  commonwealth. 
And  in  this  respect  there  has  been  perhaps  as  little 
decadence  as  in  any  other ;  for  while  we  have  but 
comparatively  few  male  teachers  in  active  service, 
our  young  ladies  with  commendable  ambition  have 
come  to  the  rescue,  have  prepared  and  iire  now  pre- 
paring themselves  thoroughly  for  the  discharge  of 
their  duties  in  this  most  important  field  of  labor; 
for  the  public  school,  with  its  mental  and  physical 
discipline,  its  inculcation  of  noble  thoughts  and  pre- 
cepts, reinforced  by  good  and  patriotic  instruction  at 
home  by  the  fireside,  is  the  bulwark  of  an  enlightened 
liberty,  of  freedom  and  equality  under  the  law.  They 
also  shape  the  law  itself.  The  school-houses  and 
their  surroundings  generally  are  such  as  reflect  great 
credit  upon  and  are  an  honor  to  the  town.  The  im- 
provement in  this  respect  came  gradually  and  rather 
tardily,  but  it  has  come  nevertheless  at  last 
.  The  inhabitants  of  Berkley  during  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  were,  with  a  few  exceptions,  in  favor  of 
the  war  and  of  the  declaration  of  independence. 
There  was  a  little  "  Tory"  feeling  manifested.  Some 
of  the  anti-Whigs  fled  to  the  provinces  of  Nova  Scotia 
or  New  Brunswick,  some  others  were  arrested  and 
imprisoned,  but  enlisted  out  into  the  colonial  forces. 
Considering  the  population  and  the  means  of  the 
town,  it  furnished  its  full  proportion  of  men. 

In  1774  the  town  voted  that  the  resolves  of  the 
Continental  Congress  be  strictly  observed  in  every 
particular,  and  a  committee  was  chosen  to  see  that  the 
vote  of  the  town  was  regarded  by  the  people. 
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In  1776  the  town  directed  that  the  milhiA  tnin  one- 
half  a  daj  in  each  week,  and  receive  one  ahillinf 
therefor;  and  each  minute-man  when  called  into 
active  service  receive  five  dollan  aa  a  bountj. 

1776,  voted  eeventy-five  pounda  ten  ihillinga  aa  an 
additional  bounty  to  the  aoldien  ordered  to  New  York^ 
and  all  soldiers  be  exempt  flrom  paying  any  part 
thereof.  Voted  to  assess  two  hundred  and  thirty-four 
pounds  wherewith  to  pay  soldiers'  bounty. 

1777,  voted  to  give  each  man  required  to  fill  our 
quota  in  the  Continental  army  ten  pounds  in  addition 
to  what  is  given  by  the  Qeneral  Court.  The  term  of 
enlistment  was  for  three  years. 

How  many  enlisted  in  the  Continental  army  or 
were  drafted  into  it  I  am  unable  to  ascertain,  but^ 
judging  from  the  number  of  pensioners,  their  number 
must  have  been  considerable.  Capt.  Joseph  Banford, 
Joeiah  Macomber,  Samuel  Paull,  William  Evans, 
Ezra  Chace,  and  Paull  Briggs  were  pensioners.* 

In  1778  voted  six  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  to 
pay  soldiers  in  the  Continental  army;  voted  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four  pounds  twelve  shillings  to  pay 
soldiers;  also  voted  thirteen  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds  and  nineteen  shillings  to  pay  soldiers  hired 
by  the  town;  also  to  sixty-four  soldiers  who  had  been 
employed  in  the  defense  of  the  coast,  firom  three  to 
ten  pounds  each. 

Col.  John  Hathaway  commanded  a  regiment  in  the 
war.  It  is  said  of  him  that  he  was  a  very  sanguine 
patriot,  never  even  in  the  darkest  times  doubted  for  a 
moment  the  ultimate  success  of  the  colonies  under 
Washington.  In  the  absence  of  his  chaplain  he 
officiated  himself  in  a  voice  which  was  widely  heard. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  a  militia  system  was 
inaugurated  which  required  all  able-bodied  men 
between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  to  report 
themselves  at  a  given  time  and  place,  "armed  and 
equipped  as  the  law  directs,"  with  gun,  bayonet,  knap- 
sack, cartridge-box,  priming  wire  and  brush,  and  two 
spare  flints ;  sometimes  in  May  called  "  May  training," 
and  also  in  the  fall  a  regimental  or  brigade  muster. 
These  were  great  events  for  children  and  youth,  and 
for  children  of  an  older  growth  as  well.  The  stirring 
drum  and  the  shrill  and  inspiring  fife,  and  then  the 
brigade  band,  with  its  bugles  and  other  horns,  trom- 
bones and  bassoons,  would  cause  the  smouldering 
military  and  patriotic  fires  to  blaze  forth  in  the  breasts 
of  the  old  crippled  veterans  till  they,  too,  felt  like 
shouldering  their  crutches  and  keeping  "step  to  the 
music  of  the  Union."  Under  this  system  Abner 
Burt,  Jr.,  was  adjutant,  Adoniram  Crane  was  colonel. 
Among  the  captains  were  Samuel  French,  Sr.,  Joseph 
Sanford,  Christopher  Paull,  Freeman  Briggs,  Giles  G. 
Chace,  Giles  Leach,  Nathaniel  Townsend,  John  Dean. 

Capt.  Giles  G.  Chace,  in  the  war  of  1812-15,  was 
ordered  to  New  Bedford  to  repel  an  expected  invasion 
of  the  British,  but  the  enemy,  thinking  probably  that 
**  discretion  is  the  better  part  of  valor,"  sailed  away, 
and  the  campaign  was  a  bloodless  one. 


But  aftor  a  number  of  years  the  militia  ijiUm  Ml 
into  disrepute.  ElaeClon  of  company  oflean  waa  a 
mere  fiuise,  electlnf  sneh  aa  would  nol  or  odiild  not 
serve,  and  then  a^Joom  the  meeting  wMwai  daj^^- 

In  18H  nc«r  ^^  cloae  of  the  Bobeilloa,  tiiera  waa 
an  attempt  made  to  revive  It^  and  an  **u^'Oi  ooa 
hundred  and  dighty  aectiona  waa  pawed  by  Oanoral 
Courts  but  the  system  waa  too  dead  to  be  revived,  and 
*'  it  reata." 

When  Fort  Sumter  waa  fired  npon^  April  1%,  1861, 
by  the  deluded  rabela  of  the  MonlgoBiery  govam- 
ment,  called  the  '' OonMeraqry"  and  a  call  waa 
made  by  Preddent  Lincoln  ibr  aoventy-five  thowiand 
volunteers  to  defend  the  flag  of  the  Unlon^  a  meeting 
of  the  town  waa  called^  at  which  It  waa  reiolTcd 
upanimoualy  to  respond  promptly  to  the  call,  and 
that  every  effort  should  be  made  to  enoounigo  enliat- 
ments.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  take  bhaigo 
of  the  matter.  BounUea  were  auccemively  offered  to 
volunteers, — first  one  hundred  doUani  then  one  han- 
dred  and  fifty  dollara,  and  finally  two  hundred  dollars 
bounty,  in  addition  to  the  bounUea  oiibred  by  the 
State  and  by  the  general  government^  and  aleo  In  ad- 
dition to  the  State  aid  extended  to  all  volnntaen' 
parents  if  dependent  upon  the  volnntcen  finr  anp- 
port,  and  extended  to  the  wife  and  minor  childran  of 
the  volunteers.  The  town's  quota  was  filled  promptly 
at  every  "  call,"  and  some  of  our  enlisted  men  want 
to  the  credit  of  other  towna  which  were  "ahort" 
But  our  brave  men  did  not  volunteer  becauM  th^ 
liked  the  pomp  and  circumatanoe  of  war,  nor  becauM 
liberal  inducements  were  offered  (though  thoaa  that 
had  familiea  dependent  upon  the  avails  of  their  in- 
dustry would  not  have  been  as  likely  to  enlist^  not 
knowing  how  their  families  would  fhre  in  their  ab- 
sence) ;  but  they  periled  their  own  health  and  Uvea 
that  a  naUon  might  live.  Theirs  is  the  roll  of  honor, 
and,  in  common  with  all  soldiers  of  the  Union  army, 
are  entitled  to  a  nation's  gratitude. 

These  are  the  namea  of  volunteen:  William  H. 
Fletcher,  Elisha  Burt,^  T.  Preaton  Burt^*  £.  B.  Uath- 
eway,  Timothy  French,  William  Smith,  B.  F.  Dean, 
James  T.  Dean,^  Ephraim  F.  Norcut,^  Enoch  Ma- 
comber,' James  H.  Macomber,  Oromwell  T.  EadeSy 
Samuel  W.  Phillipa,  John  Q.  Cliase,  Philip  F.  Ohaae, 
Lewis  Green,  Hercules  Dean,  Jamea  Arnold,*  John 
Boyce,  Bradford  G.  Ilatheway,  Charles  Biocord,  John 
Q.  Dillingham  (by  substitute),  Benjamin  F.  Luther, 

Michael  Burns,  H.  L.  Babbitt  (by  substitute), 

Reynolds,'  Joshua  Pittsley,'  John  Q.  Adams,  John 
E.  Adams,  John  Cameron,  Alonzo  French,  Thomas 
J.  Brooks,'  Daniel  Hathewuy,  Ezra  Dickerman,'  Seth 
Briggs,  Henry  Williams,  Bildad  Williams. 

Of  the  sons  of  Berkley  living  in  other  States  who 
entered  the  Union  army  mention  may  be  made  of 


iI>oad. 


*  8«Ttr«Iy  wounded  and  Iom  of  log  bolow  Uio  knotw 
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Alexander  B.  Crane,  colonel  of  an  Indiana  regiment; 
8.  N.  Crane,  captain  of  a  Colorado  company ;  8.  V. 
Dean,  captain  of  a  Pennsylvania  company.  Col. 
Crane  and  Capt  Dean  were  both  made  prisoners. 
Bev.  James  Nichols,  chaplain  of  One  Hundred  and 
Eighth  New  York  Regiment,  who  by  great  exertions 
in  behalf  of  the  wounded  at  Antietam,  Chancellors- 
▼ille,  and  Fredericksburg,  impaired  his  health,  came 
home  to  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  died  February,  1864. 

Assonet  Heok. — Assonet  Neck  was  peculiarly  the 
camping-ground  of  the  Wampanoag  Indians.  They 
retained  possession  of  it  longer  than  of  any  of  the 
surrounding  country,  on  account  of  the  convenience 
of  the  oyster,  clam,  and  other  fisheries. 

At  the  close  of  King  Philip's  war  it  was  taken  pos- 
session of  by  the  Plymouth  Colony,  who  sold  it  to 
Taunton  in  1678  for  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds. 

Subsequently  it  was  bought  by  six  proprietors, 
namely,  George  Shove,  Walter  Dean,  James  Walker, 
James  Tisdale,  William  Harvey,  and  Richard  Wil- 
liams. It  became  a  part  of  Dightou  at  its  organiza- 
tion in  1712,  and  the  town  of  Berkley  in  1752  voted 
"  to  grant  the  request  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Assonet  Neck  to  be  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Berkley,"  but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  legislative 
sanction  was  applied  for  at  that  time.  In  1798  the 
following  petition  was  presented  to  the  town  of  Berk- 
ley, and  the  request  granted : 

''GUfTLKMBlf,  SRLROTMim  OF  THR  TOWN  OF  BkRKLKT  : 

**Tbe  rabseribMn,  inh«bltADt«  of  that  part  of  Dlghton  called  Anonot 
Neck,  being  deeiroat  to  be  annexed  to  the  said  town  of  Berkley,  with 
•qnal  privllegee  of  the  town  of  Berkley,  therefore  reqnett  that  a  meet- 
ing nuiy  lie  called  at  eoon  aa  convenient  to  lee  if  the  town  will  grant 
our  reqneftt,  and  yon  will  oblige  your  frienda, 

*'Janiee  Dean,  Joseph  Dean,  Darld  Dean,  Bei\Jamin  Dean,  Aaron 
Dean,  Walter  Dean,  Kxra  Dean,  David  Dean,  Jr^  Jamea  Dean, 
Jr.,  George  Shove,  Asa  Shore,  John  Boyce,  Enoch  Boyce,  Daniel 
I<aw,  Henry  Lew,  Samael  Shove,  Rlieneser  Pierce,  Jr.,  Bbenexer 
Phlliipe,  Dariofl  Phlllipe,  William  Ootton,  John  Lew  (id), 
John  Jones,  Jonathan  Bryant,  William  Shove,  inhabitants  of 
Dlghton.*' 

Assonet  Neck  was  annexed  to  the  town  of  Berkley 
in  1799. 

This  peninsula  embraces  nearly  two  square  miles  of 
land,  being  about  two  miles  in  length  and  of  an  aver- 
age width  of  less  than  a  mile.  It  lies  between  the 
Taunton  River  and  its  Assonet  branch,  and  in  some 
respects  seems  to  be  of  a  different  geological  forma- 
tion from  the  mainland  with  which  it  is  joined,  being 
less  sandy,  and  having  a  more. rolling,  uneven  sur- 
face. 

The  celebrated  Written  Rock,  called  "  Dighton 
Rock,"  is  situated  in  the  northwestern  part  of  this 
neck,  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Taunton  River.  There 
has  been  much  curiosity  and  interest  manifested  con- 
cerning the  inscriptions  found  thereon,  thousands  of 
person?,  some  from  a  great  distance,  having  viewed 
them.  There  are  many  theories  about  their  origin, 
and  there  will  be  probably  many  more  until  the  fig- 
ures and  lines  are  entirely  effaced.    For  an  exhaustive 


account  of  this  famous  rock  see  history  of  Dighton 
in  this  work,  by  G.  A.  Shove,  Esq. 

Many  of  the  leading  and  most  numerous  family 
names  mentioned  at  the  organization  and  in  the  early 
history  of  the  town  have  become  obsolete  in  this  town 
entirely,  or  live  mostly  in  some  few  remote  descend- 
ants, such  as  Gilbert,  PauU,  Burt,  Crane,  Babbitt, 
Nichols,  Andros,  Tobey,  French,  Tubbs,  Dean,  San- 
ford,  Hathaway,  Axtell,  Briggs,  Chace,  Shove,  New- 
hall,  and  Peirce.  But  these  families  are  by  no  means 
extinct  Their  descendants  are  to  be  found  in  the 
business  centres  in  this  and  almost  every  other  State 
and  Territory  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  dis- 
tinguishing themselves  in  the  various  professions, 
judiciary,  agricultural,  mechanical,  and  manufac- 
turing pursuits,  and  in  trade.  In  short,  Berkley,  like 
other  purely  agricultural  towns  in  New  England,  is 
steadily  being  drained  of  its  youthful  and  enterprising 
population,  who  are  attracted  to  more  remunerative 
fields  and  pursuits.  Although  Berkley  is  almost  ex- 
clusively a  farming  town,  its  soil  can  be  called  good 
or  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation  only  in  exceptional 
cases  and  localities.  The  soil  is  generally  sandy, 
with  unmistakable  evidence  in  the  far  distant  past  of 
the  deposit  of  immense  icebergs  or  bowlders  of  ice 
upon  the  surface,  which  with  the  continual  and  in- 
cessant surging  of  the  water  acted  upon  by  the  wind 
caused  them  to  settle  deeply,  and  when  the  atmosphere 
was  warm  enough  to  melt  them  there  was  a  consid- 
erable cavity  or  "  hollow,"  "Timothy's  Hollow"  being 
the  most  considerable.  These  "hollows"  seem  to 
correspond  in  shape  to  the  strise  in  this  vicinity, 
which  seem  to  have  been  nearly  south,  or  ten  degrees 
east  of  south,  invariably.  In  some  parts  of  the  town 
it  is  rocky  and  almost  covered  with  bowlders  piled  up 
promiscuously  in  profhsion  and  in  disorder,  pointing 
back  to  an  antiquity  which  geology  itself  cannot  de- 
termine with  certainty.  The  eastern  and  northeastern 
part  is  plentifully  covered  and  interspersed  with 
bowlders  of  rocks ;  there  are  also  Bryant's  and  Skunk 
Hills,  which  are  notable  hills,  which  with  Apes'  Hill 
constitute  the  most  considerable  hills  in  the  town. 
The  original  houses  and  barns  were  quite  rude,  as 
they  were  generally  in  the  Old  Oolony,  and  in  these 
days  could  not  be  considered  comfortable,  but  from 
time  to  time,  according  to  the  pecuniary  means  or 
taste,  or  perhaps  both,  the  owners  have  improved 
their  dwellings,  not  in  the  direction  of  elegance,  but 
in  that  of  coziness  and  comfortableness.  The  houses 
are  well  built  and  finished,  painted,,  and  surrounded 
by  some  evidences  of  taitte  and  a  desire  to  improve 
what  has  come  down  from  the  former  generation, 
which  is  true  progress.  The  ladies  cultivate  flowers 
in  summer  and  winter,  which  is  elevating  and  enno- 
bling, for  who  that  cultivates  and  loves  a  vegetable 
flower  cannot  neglect  the  more  beautiful  human  flower 
that  needs  even  more  careful  and  assiduous  cultiva- 
tion, and  will  so  much  more  appreciate  it  as  the  dawn- 
ing mind  is  developed  into  the  intelligence  of  youth 
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and  the  affections  of  manhood  and 
"  These  are  my  jewels/'  pointing  to  her  children,  aald 
one  who  scorned  the  thought  of  counting  mbies  or  dia* 
monds  in  comparison  witli  thoae  precious  immortals. 
The  barns  in  town  are  in  a  very  good  and  comfortable 
condition,  many  having  cellars  under  them,  fbr  the 
man  who  is  merciful  is  merciftil  to  hia  beasts.  .  At  the 
centre  or  common  are  two  churches,  a  chapel,  and  a 
school-house,  which  will  be  mentioned  elsewhere. 
There  were  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  dwelling* 
houses  in  town  in  1881.  The  common,  "Half- Way 
Plain,"  will  undoubtedly  some  time  be  completely 
ornamented  with  trees  again,  and  it  may  be  inclosed, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  no  vandalism  will  exist  to  again 
destroy  the  young  saplings  as  heretofore.  The  pub- 
lic cemeteries  have  had  much  attention  of  late,  com- 
pared with  that  which  was  formerly  bestowed. 

There  are  many  neat  monuments  and,  it  may  be 
humbler,  but  equally  affectionate  tributes  to  the  an- 
cestors or  the  loved  and  the  lost  *'  Whenever  I  visit 
a  strange  place  and  desire  to  know  the  degree  of  civ- 
ilization which  veneration  and  Ohristianity  has 
wrought  I  visit  their  churchyard, — not  to  see  their 
splendid  and  costly  monuments,  but  to  see  the  un- 
pretending but  unmistakable  tokena  of  an  abiding 
affection  for  those  whom  they  have  succeeded.  It 
shows  that  their  predecessors  are  not  forgotten." 
This  was  said  by  the  greatest  of  novelista,  and  per- 
haps the  greatest  delineator  of  character  since  Shake- 
speare. There  are  two  public  burying-grounds,  one 
at  the  centre  and  one  in  the  south  part  of  the  town. 
In  both  cases  a  nucleus  was  bequeathed  to  the  public 
for  that  purpose,  and  in  both  cases  more  territory  has 
been  purchased  to  enlarge  it,  and  both  are  properly 
inclosed,  and  many  family  indosures  are  tastefblly 
arranged.  There  is  also  another  burying-ground  in 
Assonet  Neck,  known  as  the  Deane  burial*ground, 
where  most  of  that  name  have  been  buried,  together 
with  some  of  their  relatives  of  different  name.  This 
ground  also  is  well  inclosed. 

There  is  but  little  wealth  and  less  poverty  in  this 
town.  If  there  is  not  luxurious  living,  neither  is 
there  scarcely  any  suffering  for  the  want  of  the  ma- 
terial comforts  of  life.  Berkley  was  once  laigely 
engaged  in  ship-  or  vessel-building,  and  owning  and 
sailing  them.  Vessels  are  not  built  here  now,  and 
while  the  town  furnishes  many  master- mariners,  the 
vessels  which  they  command  are  mostly  owned  else- 
where and  hall  from  other  ports. 

In  1868,  D.  S..Briggu,  Esq.,  communicated  to  the 
Bristol  County  Republican  the  following  statistics  of 
the  commencement  and  aims  of  vessel-building  in 
Berkley ; 

The  Hon.  Samuel  Tobey,  about  the  year  1790,  then 
full  of  enterprise,  and  possessing  a  large  share  of  am- 
bition, commenced  the  work  of  ship-building  in  this 
town.  He  built  six  ships  for  the  European  trade, 
and  four  smaller  craft  for  the  West  India  trade.  El- 
kanah  Hatheway,  about  1804,  built  three  schooners 


and  two  aloopa.  ESbeneaer  Oraoe,  in  the  year  1806, 
built  two  sluopa  of  thiity-flve  tons  each,  aaarly  one 
mile  distant  from  the  Taunton  River,  near  the  Booth 
Cemetery.  These  vessels,  when  oompleCed,  bad  tmcka 
placed  under  them,  prepared  for  the  porpoae,  and 
were  drawn  to  the  river  with  tlie  united  strength  of 
forty  yoke  of  oxen  and  some  one  hundred  men  wlio 
led  the  way,  hauling  by  a  rope.  It  ia  aaid  one  barrel 
of  West  India  rum  was  provided  for  the  oooaaion. 

Darius  Newhall,  from  1804  to  1815,  built  twobrlgs, 
three  schooners,  and  five  sloopa.  Nehemlah  Newbnll, 
from  1818  to  1826,  built  two  ahipa,  five  biipi  three 
schooners,  and  three  sloopa.  About  1810,  three  vea* 
sels  were  built  near  the  northerly  part  of  the  town 
by  Edmund  Burt  and  others.  In  18S7,  at  the  town 
landing,  near  Jedediah  Brigga*  wharf,  a  ateamboat 
and  a  schooner  were  built  Barlier  two  other  vesaeia 
had  been  built  at  the  same  place. 

Ephraim  French  built,  from  1809  to  1888,  dz 
schooners  and  three  sloops. 

From  1820  to  1886  twenty-aiz  acboonevs,  eight 
brigs,  one  bark,  and  five  sloopa  were  bnilt  by  Henry 
Crane,  George  Crane,  Simeon  Brigga,  Edward  Bab- 
•bitt,  and  others.  Thus  during  a  period  of  three* 
fourths  of  a  century  some  hundred  vesada  were  bailt^ 
varying  in  sixe  from  thirty-five  tons  to  five  hundred 
tons  measurement. 

Hon.  Samuel  Tobey,  son  of  the  Ber.  Mr.  Tdbej^ 
deserves  more  than  a  passing  notice  here.  He— Jn4gn 
Tobey,  as  he  was  called— was  justice  of  the  peace, 
representative  to  the  General  Court,  State  aenator, 
and  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleaa.  Hia  per- 
sonal appearance  was  commanding ;  he  waa  for  half 
a  century  the  most  influential  roan  in  thia  town,  and 
his  influence  was  exerted  for  what  he  considered  the 
best  interest  of  the  town.  He  was  patriotic  and  public- 
spirited,  kind  to  thoae  who  were  in  afflietion,  or  who 
were  by  any  means  destitute ;  he  was  cateemed  a  man 
of  learning  and  of  a  remarkably  aound  Judgment. 
No  other  man  in  town  was  so  looked  up  to  and  Tcn- 
erated  as  was  Judge  Tobey.  Possessed  of  an  indom- 
itable will  and  perseverance,  whatever  he  deaired  to 
do  he  did  witli  all  his  might  His  political  partisan 
conviction  and  friendships  were  strong,  and  he  waa 
conciliating  towards  the  opinions  of  those  whoae  opin- 
ions were  adverse  to  his.  The  firm  of  Samnd  Tobey 
h  Son  ( ApoUos)  were  engaged  in  trading  in  dry-goods 
and  groceries  for  about  fifty  years,  also  in  ship-lmild- 
ing,  in  navigation,  in  farming,  and  other  enterprises 
which  constitute  the  buMiiiess  era  in  the  history  of 
the  town.  Judge  Tobey  was  the  master-spirit  con- 
cerned in  the  building  of  the  second  meeting-house 
in  1797  and  1798.  But  the  firm  meeting  with  losses 
at  sea,  and  other  lo88es,  became  embarrassed  finan- 
cially, closed  up  their  business,  made  an  assignment, 
and  their  property  was  sold,  the  creditors  making 
provision  for  them  and  their  families'  comfortable 
support. 
Judge  Tobey  died  in  1825.    Taking  him  all  in  all. 
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we  shall  rarely  see  his  like  again.  Apollos,  his  son, 
removed  to  New  Bedford,  where  he  lived  a  number 
of  years  and  where  he  died. 

Other  justices  of  the  peace  have  been  Apollos 
Tobey,  Samuel  French,  Levi  French,  Barzillai  Crane, 
Adoniram  Crane,  Jabez  Fox,  John  Dillingham,  Wil- 
liam 8.  Crane,  Ephraim  French,  Jr.,  A.  B.  Crane, 
Nathaniel  Townsend,  Walter  D.  Nichols,  William 
Babbitt,  Qiles  L.  Leach,  Daniel  8.  Briggs,  Ebenezer 
Williams,  and  Charles  Bissell.  The  duties  required 
of  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  this  town  are  almost 
wholly  ministerial,  there  having  been  no  criminal 
business  to  attend  to,  and  all  civil  suits  are  tried  in 
higher  courts.  This  town  could  well  dispense  with 
jails,  houses  of  correction,  juvenile  reformatory  in- 
stitutions, and  State's  prisons.  Although  it  pays  its 
proportion  annually  towards  supporting  these  penal 
institutions,  I  do  not  remember  the  committal  of 
any  citizen  of  this  town  upon  any  criminal  charge 
whatever. 

TOWN  OFFICERS. 
DuBiNO  TiiB  Colonial  Pkriod. 

TovH  CterH. — Ab«l  Bnrt,  Ebeneser  Plillllps,  George  C^vell,  John 
Biiggt,  Smnnel  French,  Bbeneser  WInslow,  and  Abel  Crane. 

Sdteimun. — Nathantel  Gilbert,  John  Bnrt,  Gershom  Crane,  John  Paull, 
William  Nichols,  Sainnol  Gilbert,  John  Crane,  Samuel  Tnbbe. 

titpre»ei^ati9ei  to  Gtnend  Court, — None,  the  town  hating  to  bear  the  ex- 
penae. 

During  thr  Brtolutionary  Period. 

Tovm  Olerft.— Samuel  Tobey,  Jr. 

M^ehmen. — John  PauII,  Jamea  NIcIioIr,  Jededlah  Brlgge,  Jacob  French, 
Stephen  W^wter,  Ebeneser  Myrfok,  Levi  French,  John  Babbitt, 
Kbenexer  PauII  (2d),  Samuel  Tubbe,  and  Israel  French. 

RtpM$«HtaUiMi  to  Otntral  OouH.-~  Samuel  Tobey,  Jr.,  and  Jamea  Nichols. 

Undsr  thr  Statr  GoNntTunoN. 

IVim  Clerh. — Saranel  Tobey,  Jr.,  Samuel  French,  Stephen  Bnrt,  John 
Crane,  Joseph  Sanfonl,  Apollos  Tultey,  Adoniram  Crane,  Asahol 
Hathaway,  SNnioel  French,  Jr.,  Ablel  B.  Crane,  Ephraim  French, 
Jr.,  Daniel  8.  Briggs,  William  8.  Crane,  N.  C.  Townsend,  George 
Crane,  W.  D.  Nichols,  Daniel  C.  Burt,  T.  Preston  Bnrt,  and  John  A. 
Read. 

Bdedmen.—John  PauII,  Jamea  Nichols,  Jededlah  Briggs,  John  Bnbbitt, 
Samuel  Tnbbs,  Jr.,  Levi  French,  Simeon  Burt,  Ebonezer  WInslow, 
Bbenexer  Pnull  (2d),  John  Crane,  Abner  Burt,  Nathaniel  Tobey, 
Samuel  Tobey,  Apollos  Tobey,  Ebeneser  Crane,  Ab#l  Babbitt,  Samuel 
French,  Jr.,  Shadrach  Bnrt,  Eara  Dean,  Adoniram  Crane,  Jabei  Fox, 
Henry  Crane,  Enoch^Babbltt,  Dean  Bnrt,  David  Shove,  Nathaniel 
Townsend,  Joseph  D.  Hatheway,  Tamerlane  Bnrt,  Walter  D.  Nichols, 
John  C.  Crane,  Bei\Jamin  Luther,  Willl^  Babbitt,  Thomas  C. 
Denn,  Danirl  M.  Briggs,  Giles  L.  Leach,  Peter  L.  Cliace,  Simeon 
Briggs,  Albert  K.  Allen,  Herbert  A.  Dean,  Beqjamln  F.  Chace, 
Tlioniss  A.  Briggs,  Bei^smln  Cranr,  Ebeneaer  Williams,  Benjamin 
F.  Ouonibs. 

Reprmmttttiren  Ut  Genernl  Cbvtf.— Jolpi  Babbitt,  Samuel  Tobey,  Apollos 
Toliey,  A'lunlrani  Crane,  John  Dillingham,  Samuel  French,  Rev. 
Thiimas  Andres,  Tamerlane  Burt,  Nathaniel  Townsend,  Leander 
Andros,  Saninel  Nrwhall,  Ephraim  French,  Bi^ich  Babbitt,  Ablel  B. 
Crane,  Willism  S.  Crane,  William  Babbitt,  Walter  D.  Nichols,  Giles 
L.  Leach,  Knucli  Boyco,  iisrltert  A.  Dean. 

8ial9  fy^natorn.—^Mawti  Tobey,  Samuel  French,  Walter  D.  Nichols. 

A  list  of  naincH  of  those  who  received  a  liberal 
education  or  its  equivalent : 
8i ins  Tobey,  Brown  University. 
Rev.  Alvin  Tobey,  Brown  Univerdity. 
Rev.  James  Barnnby,  Brown  University. 
Rev.  James  Sanford,  Brown  University. 


Rev.  John  8anford,  Brown  University. 

Rev.  Enoch  8anford,  Brown  University. 

Rev.  Baalis  8anford,  Brown  University. 

Eliphalet  Hevey,  M.D.,  Brown  University. 

Rev.  8ilas  A.  Crane,  D.D.,  Brown  University.  . 

Benjamin  Crane,  Brown  University. 

Daniel  Crane,  Brown  University  and  Union  Col- 
lege. 

George  Hatheway,  Brown  University. 

Rev.  Wm.  M.  Cornell,  LL.D.,  Brown  Univenity. 

Rev.  Daniel  C.  Burt,  Brown  University. 

Rev.  Thomas  T.  Richmond. 

Rev.  James  Nichols,  Union  College. 

Hon.  Charles  G.  W.  French,  Brown  University. 

Richard  8.  8.  Andros,  Esq. 

Rev.  Levi  French. 

Milton  Andros,  Esq. 

Russell  L.  Hathaway,  Esq. 

Col.  Alexander  B.  Crane,  Amherst 

Edward  Crane,  M.D.,  Amherst 

P.  Chester  Porter,  M.D.,  Amherst 

8hadrach  Hatheway,  M.D. 

Rev.  Lucius  R.  Eastman,  Jr.,  Amherst 

Rev.  Jabez  Fox. 

Rev.  Gardner  Dean. 

There  .are  few  towns  in  this  commonwealth  which 
can  show  so  large  percent^e  of  educated  men  during 
the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Many  of 
these  scholars  obtained  their  education  under  diffi- 
culties, but  they  overcame  them  all.  They  have  all 
made  their  mark  in  their  professions.  Of  thoee  who 
attended  the  ministrations  of  Mr.  Androe  alone, 
thirteen  were  ordained  ministers,  eight  of  whom 
graduated  at  Brown  University  and  one  at  Union 
College, — nine  Congregationalists,  one  Episcopalian, 
one  ''  New  Church,''  one  Presbyterian,  and  one  Bap- 
tist,— ''  a  greater  number  than  in  any  other  church  in 
the  county." 

Some  of  these  scholars  deserve  particular  notice. 
The  8anford  brothers  were  a  remarkable  family. 
They  educated  themselves  largely  by  their  own  in- 
dustry. They  were  all  clergymen,  remarkable  for 
sound  judgment,  and  held  in  high  esteem  by  their 
parishioners,  lived  long  and  useful  lives,  and  when 
age  admonished  them  to  retire  from  the  ministry  they 
retired.  Rev.  Enoch,  the  survivor,  nearly  ninety 
years  of  age,  is  still  quite  strong  in  body  and  mind. 
He  is  the  author  of  several  local  histories  and 
sketches,  etc.  The  Crane  brothers  likewise  were. a 
distinguished  family.  They,  too,  obtained  an  educa- 
tion largely  through  their  own  exertions.  Silas  A. 
Crane,  D.D.,  afler  graduation  became  tutor  in  Brown 
University,  took  orders  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
discharged  his  clerical  duties  to  the  close  of  his  life. 
For  a  long  time  he  was  at  East  Greenwich,  R.  I., — a 
most  excellent  man.  Benjamin,  after  leaving  college, 
taught  an  academy,  then  entered  into  business  as  a 
trader,  but  returned  to  teaching  again,  in  which  em- 
ployment he  spent  most  of  his  life.    He  was  an  able 
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and  faithful  teacher,  as  many  now  living  can  testify, 
a  friend  to  education,  a  good  citizen,  and  a  conscien- 
tious and  useful  man. 

Daniel  attended  Brown  University  and  Union  Col- 
lege, was  teacher  in  New  England  and  at  the  South, 
was  well  versed  in  Latin,  Greek,  and  other  languages, 
in  poetry  and  in  history,  lives  in  Ohio,  and  is  a  man 
of  literary  tastes  and  pursuits. 

Wm.  M.  Cornell,  LL.D.,  a  teacher,  clergyman,  a 
doctor  of  medicine,  and  an  author, — a  distinguished 
man  still  in  active  life. 

Jabez  Fox,  a  clergyman  of  the  "  New  Church"  per- 
suasion, editor  of  a  paper,  at  present  in  the  Treasury 
Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 

A  man  of  culture,  Gardner  Dean,  an  evangelist,  well 
known  in  almost  every  State  from  New  England  to 
Illinois,  somewhat  eccentric,  but  had  many  admirers. 

James  Nichols,  Assistant  Professor  of  Languages, 
Union  College;  clergyman,  Presbyterian.  On  ac- 
count of  his  voice  he  left  the  ministry  and  became 
principal  of  the  Geneseo  Academy,  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.,  continued  there  many  years,  removed  to  Roch- 
ester, N.  Y.,  bought  the  "  Female  Academy,"  made 
it  a  success,  and  since  his  death  it  has  been  success- 
fully continued  by  his  widow,  a  well-known  teacher, 
and  their  daughters. 

Levi  French,  clergyman  and  teacher,  of  good  merit, 
taught  North  and  South.  He  was  a  man  of  acute  in- 
tellect and  of  large  general  knowledge.  He  was  an 
accurate  surveyor  of  land,  a  good  mathematician,  and 
a  safe  counselor. 

Charles  G.  W.  French,  lawyer  in  Sacramento,  Cal. 
He  was  appointed  United  States  chief  justice  of  Ari- 
zona Territory,  which  position  he  has  honorably  filled 
for  many  years. 

Milton  Andros,  a  lawyer  of  distinction,  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal. 

Col.  Alexander  B.  Crane,  a  successful  lawyer.  New 
York  City. 

Edward  Crane,  physician,  and  editor  of  a  paper 
printed  in  English,  Paris,  France. 

P.  Chester  Porter,  physician  and  a  distinguished 
teacher. 

Lucas  R.  Eastman,  Jr.,  a  clergyman  of  good  repu- 
tation and  of  large  promise. 

Thomes  Tobey,  Richmond,  a  life-long  clergyman, 
whose  long  and  useful  life  is  still  w^ll  preserved.  He 
has  lately  retired  from  the  ministry  in  Taunton  (West- 
ville),  where  his  pastorate  had  endeared  him  to  his 
parishioners  for  more  than  twenty  years.  His  whole 
ministry  of  fifty  yvars. 

Daniel  C.  Burt,  clergyman,  formerly  of  Aciishnet. 

Eliphalet  W.  Hervey,  physician  ut  Wareham,  of 
great  promise,  but  died  young. 

Shadrach  Hatheway,  a  practicing  physician  for  a 
great  number  of  years  in  his  native  town,  ilis 
knowledge  and  judgment  in  his  profession  is  highly 
prized  by  the  members  of  his  profession,  and  he  is 
considered  careful  and  skillful  by  his  patients. 


Russel  L.  Hatheway  was  a  suooeieftil  lawyer  in 
Terre  Haute,  Ind. 

Richard  S.  Androe,  editor,  poet,  coatom-hoaaa  officer 
in  Boston,  president  of  an  insurance  company,  eto.»  a 
man  of  fine  literary  taste. 

Berkley  has  a  suitable  town  hall,  in  which  town- 
meetings,  elections,  etc.,  are  held,  and  in  which  other 
town  business  is  transacted,  and  the  standard  weights 
and  measures  and  the  hooks  and  documents — some 
of  which  are  very  valuable — are  kept.  It  is  con- 
spicuously located  upon  the  park  or  "  common." 

This  town  also  has  an  almshouse,  connected  with  a 
good  farm  of  about  one  hundred  acres,  consisting  of 
mowing,  tillage,  pasture,  and  woodland,  costing,  with 
the  stock,  etc.,  thereon,  about  five  tliousand  dollan. 
There  were  but  three  inmates  in  it  in  March,  1882, 
ages  ranging  from  seventy-nine  to  fifty-six  years  of 
age ;  cost  of  supporting  them,  not  reckoning  the  natu- 
ral decay  of  buildings,  in  1881  and  1882,  was  less  than 
one  hundred  dollars.  But  the  outside  pauper  ex- 
penses at  the  insane  hospital  and  private  families  and 
partial  support  amounted  to  seven  hundred  dollars. 
The  superintendent  of  the  almshouse  has  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  dollars  salary  an- 
nually, together  with  the  board  of  his  family.  The 
town  is  entirely  free  from  debt.  Its  roads  and  bridges, 
considering  the  sparseness  of  the  inhabitants  and  the 
number  of  miles  of  road  to  be  maintained,  some  of 
them  difficult  to  repair,  are  above  the  average  condi- 
tion of  the  roads  in  similarly  situated  towns. 

In  1798,  money  being  scarce,  Mr.  Andros  asked  the 
town  in  writing  to  pay  his  salary  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  in  the  following  manner,  which  was 
done:  52  bushels  corn  (o^  3/6;  15  bushels  rye  (ih  4/; 
2  barrels  flour  @  33/ ;  12  pounds  tea  Oh  2/5 ;  60  pounds 
sugar  @  /9 ;  18  gallons  molasses  (<il  21 ;  15  cords  wood 
(ff)  8/;  5  tons  E.  hay  0^  4/8 ;  3  bushels  salt  (t^  8/;  400 
pounds  beef  ((^  /Sj ;  500  pounds  pork  (ji\  /4 ;  100  pounds 
flax  @  /8 ;  40  sheep's  wool  (^  1/6 ;  6  pairs  men's  shoes 
@  8/ ;  5  barrels  cider  (c^  6/ ;  200  pounds  cheese  (q^  /6 ; 
100  pounds  butter  (^  /8 ;  cash,  $16.17. 

1815.  Mr.  Andros'  salary  was  increased  fifty  dollars 
and  was  then  fixed  at  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
annually,  and  so  remained  to  the  end  of  his  minis- 
try. 

In  1798  there  was  a  subscription  paper  started  and 
completed  with  $259.50  volunteered  for  the  "  pur- 
chase of  a  bell  for  the  new  meeting-house  in  Berkley." 
A  meeting  of  the  subscribers  was  then  held,  and  they 
voted  to  purchase  a  bell  of  six  hundred  pounds  weight, 
chose  Samuel  Tobey,  Simeon  Burt,  and  Luther  Crane 
a  committee  to  purchase  a  bell  in  Boston,  and  the 
aforesaid  committee  purchased  a  bell  of  Paul  Revere 
of  G3()  pounds  weight  (m  2/7  per  pound,  amounting  to 
$273.37;  carting  home,  $2.7r) ;  total,  $276.12. 

Some  actions  of  the  town:  1740.  Votc^l  to  ]my 
Rev.  Mr.  Tobey  £3  lOs.  to  make  good  the  depreciation 
in  the  currency  the  present  year. 

1748.     Voted  to  the  Rev.  8.  Tobey  for  his  salary 
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the  ensuing  year  £250  old  tenor,  to  enable  him  to 
carry  on  the  ministry  in  our  town  of  Berkley. 

1751.  Rev.  8.  Tobey's  salary  was  voted  to  be  paid 
as  follows  :  Rye,  4s.  per  bushel ;  Indian  corn  (^  Ss, 
4d,  per  bushel ;  beef,  2id,  per  pound ;  pork  (^  Ad. 
per  pound ;  flax  @  9}^.  per  pound ;  oak  cord- wood 
@  9«.  A\d.  per  cord. 

1701.  Votc<l  £60  lawful  money  as  the  salary  of 
Rev.  8.  Tobey  the  ensuing  year. 

Voted  to  pay  Abel  Burt  for  going  to  Boston  to  have 
Taunton  remain  the  shire  town  of  our  county. 

1761.  Voted  to  pay  Rowland  Gavin  £4,  by  reason 
of  his  having  to  leave  teaching  and  move  out  of  his 
house  on  account  of  the  smallpox. 

May  22,  1775.  8amuel  Tobey,  Jr.,  was  sent  to 
represent  tlie  town  in  the  Provincial  Congress  at  Cam- 
bridge. 

Persons  moving  into  the  town  without  its  consent, 
and  in  the  opinion  of'  the  town  likely  to  become 
chargeable,  were  warned  according  to  the  law  to  leave 
the  town  within  a  specified  number  of  days  or  they 
would  be  proceeded  against.  There  are  frequent 
warnings  of  this  kind  on  record. 

In  the  early  history  of  this  town  vocal  music  re- 
ceived great  attention.  Singing-schools  in  winter 
evenings  were  frequent,  and  most  pleasant  reunions  of 
the  young  and  older  people,  who  were  scattered  in 
their  homes  over  a  considerable  territory.  The  sing- 
ing-schools were  mostly  taught  by  some  of  the  best 
singers  in  town.  Later  Deacon  G.  Sanford  taught  sing- 
ing-schools for  many  winters.  Col.  Adoniram  Crane 
was  also  teacher  of  public  schools  and  singing-schools 
in  this  and  other  towns,  both  in  Plymouth  County  and 
in  Dukes  County. 

Jlo  was  a  nuin  of  dignified  and  commanding  per- 
sonal appearance,  an  excellent  town  officer,  and  as  a 
singer  he  was  well  known  in  this  and  the  neighboring 
towns  as  well  for  the  great  compass  of  his  voice,  his 
fine  musical  taste,  and  the  correctness  of  his  ear.  To 
appreciate  his  singing  in  church  ho  must  have  been 
heard.  He  was  chorister  in  the  First  Church  some 
forty  years  (when  present),  and  in  the  8econd  Church 
from  its  organization  to  the  close  of  his  life.  He  was 
president  of  the  Beethoven  Society,  composed  of  the 
best  singers  in  the  neighboring  towns.  After  his 
death,  A.  B.  Crane,  a  good  singer  and  musical  com- 
poser, heenmc  chorister  in  his  stead. 

The  mechanics  of  the  present  generation  belonging 
originally  to  this  town  have  emigrated  mostly  to  other 
places,  where  better  opportunities  for  employment 
offer.  In  fact,  Berkley  seems  to  have  been  and  now 
is  a  good  town  to  emigrate /rom.  In  the  past,  every- 
thing considered,  there  were  a  goodly  number  in  the 
various  trades.  Carpenters  and  builders,  Ebenezer 
Pierce  and  two  sons,  Simeon  Chace  and  two  sons, 
Reuben  Phillips  and  three  sons,  Samuel  Phillips,  and 
Ebenezer  Dean.  At  present  there  are  Benjamin  F. 
Coombs,  J.  D.  Dillingham,  Frank  Phillips,  Dean 
P.  Westgate,  Timothy  E.  French,  William  Boyce, 


Henry  Hatheway.  Wheelwrights  and  carriage- 
makers,  Enoch  S.  Hatheway,  Ellery  Strange.  The- 
ophilus  Shove  was  cabinet-maker  and  undertaker  for 
a  period  of  more  than  a  half-century.  There  were 
in  the  past  a  great  number  of  ship-carpenters,  who 
worked  at  home  and  in  many  other  places,  also  Wil- 
liam K.  Evans,  machinist  and  inventor.  Blacksmiths 
in  the  past,  John  Perkins,  Tisdale  Porter,  John  Clark, 
William  S.  Crane,  Thomas  Strange;  present,  James 
Wade,  William  H.  S.  Crane,  James  Maguire,  Gkorge 
Macomber.  Carriage  manufacturer,  S.  W.  Luther. 
Masons  in  the  past,  Joseph  Sanford,  John  Briggs, 
Amos  Briggs;  at  present,  Nathaniel  Case,  David 
Hoxie,  Jr.,  Arza  Harmon.  Shoemakers  (they  used 
to  go  from  house  to  house  and  make  the  family  shoes ; 
they  were  not  kept  for  sale  in  country  stores),  Gkorge 
Sanford,  Enoch  Babbitt,  George  Briggs,  Thomas  Burt, 
Adoniram  Cummings,  and  many  others.  Now  this 
business  is  confined  almost  exclusively  to  repairing. 
Of  stores  there  were  those  of  Samuel  Tobey  &  Son, 
Simeon  Burt,  Levi  S.  Crane,  Jabez  Fuller,  Abiel  B. 
Crane,  Ephraim  French.  There  is  a  variety  store  at 
Myrickville,  Mr.  Macomber's.  which  has  a  ran  of  buai- 
ness,  and  is  the  only  store  in  town. 

The  records  of  the  town  of  Berkley  are  remarkably 
legible  and  well  written,  and  have  been  well  preserved. 
Some  of  the  records  are  remarkable  specimens  of  good 
penmanship.  They  are  such  records  as  citizens  of  the 
town  may  well  greatly  prize,  and  proudly  hand  them 
down  to  posterity  for  their  imitation. 

The  First  Congregational  Church  had  during  the 
eighteenth  century  ruling  elders  as  the  first  officers  of 
the  church.  They  were  Daniel  Axtell,  Jacob  French, 
John  Paull,  Ebenezer  Crane.  The  deacons,  Gershom 
Crane,  Daniel  Axtell,  Jacob  French,  John  Paull, 
Samuel  Tubbs,  Ebenezer  Crane,  George  Sanford,  Eb- 
enezer Winslow,  Samuel  Tobey,  Luther  Crane,  Tisdale 
Briggs,  Barzillai  Crane,  James  Hathaway,  Thomas  C. 
Dean,  Isa^  Babbitt 

Deacons  of  Second  or  Trinitarian  Congregational 
Church  were  William  S.  Crane,  William  Babbitt, 
Daniel  S.  Briggs. 

Around  and  near  the  common  or  centre  of  the 
town  there  are  a  number  of  fine,  commodious,  and 
tastefully-arranged  dwellings,  among  the  best  in 
town,  very  pl<Basantly  located.  It  is  a  very  pleasant 
locality  for  country  residences.  The  Berkley  post- 
office  is  near  by.  It  was  established  about  1818,  and 
has  a  daily  mail.  The  postmasters  have  been  Asahel 
Hatheway,  Abiel  B.  Crane,  Joseph  D.  Hatheway, 
and  Daniel  8.  Briggs. 

There  is  also  another  post-office  at  Myrickville,  at 
the  junction  of  the  New  Bedford  and  Boston  and  the 
Newport  and  Boston  Old  Colony  Railroads,  which 
also  has  a  daily  mail.     William  Simms,  postmaster. 

At  the  Bridge  village,  called  also  West  Berkley, 
there  are  a  number  of  neat  and  comfortable  dwell- 
ings, occupied  by  shipmasters,  mechanics,  farmers, 
etc.    Here  is  the  Berkley  and  Dighton  bridge  across 
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the  TauntoD  River,  which  glTW  name  to  tha  Tillage. 
The  first  bridge  was  built  in  1806,  and  waa  a  toll- 
bridge.  Liberty  was  giren  by  the  L^^atora  to  re- 
move it,  the  draw  being  too  narrow,  it  waa  olaimed, 
for  the  larger  class  of  vessela  which  were  required 
to  transact  the  increased  and  increasing  business  of 
Taunton  higher  up  on  the  river.  Accordingly  it  was 
removed,  after  standing  about  fbrty-flve  yean.  In 
1872  a  bridge,  to  be  built  by  the  county,  waa  char- 
tered and  soon  after  built  under  the  chaige  and  to  the 
acceptance  of  the  county  commissioners,  and  it  la  a 
great  public  convenience.  In  the  first  half  of  the 
present  century  this  was  a  busy  village,  laigely  en- 
gaged in  vessel-building  and  other  business,  most  of 
which  has  been  discontinued.  In  1800,  Berkley  had 
115  dwelling-houses.  In  1880  it  had  S86  dwelling- 
houses,  9686  acres  taxed,  about  $400,000  taxable  prop- 
erty, 276  polls  taxed,  and  rate  of  taxation  t9  per  $1000. 
In  1675,  near  the  commencement  of  King  Philip's 

war,'Mrr -^Babbitt  was  going  along  the  river  path 

^  from  one  settlement  to  another  to  get  a  cheese-hoop. 
He  had  with  him  a  small  dog,  whose  restlessness  prob- 
ably gave  warning  of  some  strange  person  near.  The 
man  took  the  hint  and  ascended  a  large  pine-tree, 
hoping  to  be  concealed  among  the  thick  branches ; 
but  his  dog,  true  to  his  instinct,  remained  at  the  tree. 
The  Indian  attempted  to  drive  him  away,  but  finding 
that  the  dog  was  unwilling  to  leave  hla  suspicion  was 
aroused.  He  examined  the  tree,  but  at  first  discov- 
ered nothing,  and  endeavored  to  call  the  dog  away, 
but  to  no  purpose.  In  making  another  examination 
he  saw  something  which  caused  him  to  ahoot  at  it, 
when  down  came  Babbitt  dead.  The  Indian  related 
his  exploit  to  some  other  Indians,  and  they  in  turn  to 
the  settlers,  who  found  and  buried  him.  There  is  a 
stone  erected  to  commemorate  the  event  and  the  place. 
The  inscription  reads, " BabbiU  Killed  by  In- 
dians 1675."  Tradition  also  has  difierent  versions, 
but  there  always  is  a  man,  a  dog,  an  Indian,  and  a 
cheese-hoop ;  in  each  that  the  man  waa  killed. 

Berkley,  as  has  been  noticed  elsewhere,  is  almost 
exclusively  an  agricultural  town.  It  has  no  valuable 
water-power,  and,  ss  has  already  been  said,  the  soil  in 
some  parts  of  the  town  is  sandy  and  other  parts  rocky 
and  hard,  with  some  exceptions.  The  most  valuable 
crop  18  hay.  The  salt  marshes  of  Aasonet  Neck  have 
considerable  value.  Indian  com  waa  an  important  crop 
and  should  be  still.  Potatoes,  turnips,  etc.,  are  raised 
for  market.  Horticulture  has  some  attention.  One 
of  the  best  horticultural  gardens  in  the  county,  Q. 
F.  Wilbur's,  is  in  the  north  part  of  the  town.  There 
is  some  fruit- raising  also.  Some  parts  of  the  town 
are  well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  apples,  pears,  und 
small  fruit.  There  is  also  some  woodland,  which  in 
the  past  has  furnished  timber  for  vessels  that  were 
built  here.  But  in  these  days  of  the  general  use  of 
coal  for  fuel,  wood  is  of  less  importance  than  for- 
merly. But  the  early  settlers  were  an  industrious  and 
brave  people.    Tli6y  were  as  noble,  pious,  prudent. 


and  aendble  people  aa  aettled  any  put  of  tiie  Old 
Cblony.  There  have  been  many  large  fiuailiea  raaied 
and  educated,  who  have  in  turn  Ibanded  and  ednentcd 
fiunilies  in  other  localities  which  eonaldered  and 
priaed  them  aa  among  their  moat  valued  eltlaena. 
Having  been  reared  to  habita  of  Industry,  pnidenee^ 
and  integrity,  they  have  diatlngnlahed  themaelves 
among  diatinguished  men  and  women  wherever  they 
are  found.  There  waa  formerly  a  eontidenihle  and 
a  proaperona  buainesa  In  the  preparing  and  asarket- 
ing  of  ahinglea,  moatly  oedar  Arom  North  Oaiolina 
swampa.  A  gang  of  men  would  be  hired  and  carried 
to  the  awampay  a  ''  cabin"  built  in  the  awampa^  the 
trees  Med,  aawed  into  blocka  of  the  proper  length, 
then  apllt  into  the  required  thickness,  ahaved,  bound 
in  bundles,  shipped  northward  and  aold.  Thoae 
shingles  were  vduable  for  their  dnrabilfty.  At  prea- 
ent  that  buainesa  ia  discontinued  here.  Annoal  in- 
come of  the  oyater  fisheries  of  Asaonet  Neck,  and  of 
the  shad  and  alewive  fishing  privilegea  belonging  to 
the  town,  amounta  to  about  the  aum  annually  ralaed 
by  taxation  for  the  support  of  the  public  schoola,  or 
about  fourteen  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  following  facta  concerning  the  town  of  Berkley 
are  gleaned  from  the  tenth  United  States  censua  of 
1880: 


JbAMS...  ...  ...a 


».«...».M. ..»»■..«■ 


...........................  ...M..... 


Pbm of  birth: 


«».....«..». 


.......  >w«  ..« 
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New  York... 
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Irwuid. 
Sootlmid 
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••        ••       ftir«iKii...» 

MuUmt  antlT*  Mid  flubtr  PmUpu^^^^^ 

Wmthw  oatlT*  and  omthtr  ft>rMga«» -. 
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Ages  of  the  f  tiliabltants  of  the  town  of  Berkley  froin  under  one  jear 
to  over  one  hundred : 
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BIOGRAPHICAL    SKEljqHES. 


WILLIAM   BABBITT. 


*  J,.. 


'*  Edward  Bobit/'  the  ancestor  of  the  Babbitt  family 
in  New  England,  was  "subject  to  do  ihilitary  duty'' 
in  Taunton  in  1G43,  as  shown  by  the  records  of  the 
General  Court.  He  married  Sarah^arne,  daughter 
of  Milef(©irne,  of  Boston,  7th  montTTni,  1664.  He 
was  a  land-owner  in  North  Purchase  in  1668,  and 
was  one  of  the  "  committee  to  view  damages  done  to 
the  Indians  in  1671."  Ho  and  Sarah,  his  wife,  had 
children, — 
•    1.  Edward,  born  July  16,  1666. 

2.  Sarah,  born  March  20,  1667;  married  Samuel 
Pete,  March,  1680. 

3.  Hannah,  born  March  9, 1660. 

4.  Damaris,  born  Sept.  16,  1663. 

6.  Elkana,  born  Dec.  16,1666;  married  Elizabeth 
'  Briggs,  .June  25,  1690. 

6.  Dorcas,  born  Jan.  20,  1666 ;  died  April  9,  1676. 

7.  Esther,  born  April  16,  1669. 

8.  Ruth,  born  Aug.  7, 1671. 

9.  Deliverance,  boru  Dec.  16,  1673. 

Second  OenercUion. 

Edward  Babbitt,  son  of  the  first  Edward,  married 
Abigail  Tisdale,  Feb.  1,  1683.  She  was  probably  a 
daughter  of  John  Tisdale,  Jr.,  and  born  July  16, 
1667.  Their  son  Edward  was  born  Feb.  14, Jfgg,  and 
married  for  his  second  wife  Elisabeth  Thyre,  Dec.  22, 
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1698.    He  gave  five  acres  of  land  towards  purchasing 
^Touse  for  Rev.  Mr.  Dan  forth  in  1688.    He  was  one 
of  the  proprietors  in  1689,  and  was  of  Dighton,  May 
26, 1720.    His  will  is  dated  Feb.  6, 1727,  in  which  he 
mentions  his  wife  Elizabeth,  sons  Benajah,  ErasmUgT^^o^ 
Seth,  Nathan,  Edward,  Nathaniel,  and  George,  and     f    t 
daughters  Sarah  Thyre,  Abigail  Burt,  Ruth,  Han-/   ^Os, 
nah,  and  Waitstill.    His  wife  Elizabeth  and  son  Be-  *  ^ 

najah  were  his    executors.     His  will  was    proved 
March  20, 1732-^3. 

John  Babbitt,  the  son  of  Bennjah,  was  the  grand- 
father of  William  Babbitt,  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  married  for  his  second  wife  Lydia  Myrick,  and 
resided  at  *'  the  Farms"  in  Berkley.  William  Babbitt 
is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Martha  (Briggs)  Babbitt.  He 
was  born  at  *'  the  Farms"  in  Berkley,  March  22, 1817. 
He  received  his  early  education  at  the  district  schools, 
and  resided  at  Berkley  Common  from  the  age  of 
twelve  to  that  of  twenty-six,  when  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mary  Dean  Burt,  the  marriage  occur- 
ring Aug.  23,  1842. 

In  1844,  Mr.  Babbitt  settled  on  the  place  where  he 
now  resides.  He  has  followed  the  lumbering  busi- 
ness, chiefly  in  North  Carolina,  shipping  his  lumber 
to  Rhode  Island  and  other  parts  of  New  England. 
Although  starting  empty-handed,  with  no  resources 
but  his  energy  and  industry,  he  has  achieved  a  fair 
degree  of  prosperity  and  gained  an  honorable  stand- 
ing among  his  fellow-citizens.  He  is  highly  esteemed 
as  one  of  the  self-made  men  of  his  period. 

A  Whig  originally  in  politics,  he  has  been  since  the 
dissolution  of  that  party  a  Republican,  and  has  served 
his  town  in  the  capacity  of  selectman  for  many  years, 
being  always  elected  when  he  would  allow  himself  to 
run  for  the  office.  In  1861  he  served  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  also  in  1872,  on  several  important  commit- 
tees, among  others  the  Committee  on  Claims.  He 
was  for  several  years  deacon  of  the  Second  Congrega- 
tional Church  of  Berkley,  and  is  highly  esteemed  as 
a  worthy  and  public-spirited  citizen  and  an  honor- 
able representative  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of 
the  town. 

PHILIP  H.  FLBTOHBR. 

Philip  H.  Fletcher  is  the  son  of  William  and  Jane 
Fletcher,  and  was  born  in  Prince  Edward  Island, 
Sept.  12,  1818.  His  parents  were  poor,  and  at  that 
day  there  was  no  provision  made  in  the  county  of  his 
nativity  for  the  free  education  of  the  children  of  the 
poorer  classes.  Consequently,  about  the  only  means 
available  to  young  Fletcher  to  obtain  even  the  rudi- 
ments of  an  education  was  the  Sabbath-school  in  his 
native  place.  At  the  nge  of  seven  he  went  to  live 
with  his  maternal  grandfather,  John  Lane,  with  whom 
he  remained  till  about  fifteen,  his  time  being  spent 
on  the  farm.  He  then  returned  to  his  father's  home, 
and  five  years  later  emigrated  to  the  States,  stopping 
first  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  remained  about  a  year, 
when  he  became  engaged  in  the  railroadsof  that  State, 
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Massachusetts,  and  Rhode  IsIaDd,  in  which  busineas 
the  next  eight  years  of  his  life  was  spent. 

His  health  failing,  he  located  his  family  in  the  town 
of  Berkley,  Mass.,  and  engaged  in  peddling  general 
merchandise  through  the  surrounding  country.  This 
occupation  he  followed  twenty-eight  yean,  during 
which  time,  however,  he  undertook  a  number  of  con- 
'  tracts  on  different  railroads,  in  the  carrying  through 
of  which  he  manifested  much  pluck,  enterprise,  and 
energy,  and  met  with  good  financial  success.  He 
then  sold  out  to  his  sons  his  interest  in  the  peddling 
business,  and  gave  his  attention  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, to  which  his  chief  energies  have  since  been  di- 
rected. 

Mr.  Fletcher  has  always  been  a  temperate  man 
both  in  theory  and  practice.  He  is  a  man  of  sincere 
conviction  and  earnest  purpose,  strong  willed  and 
determined  when  once  he  is  convinced  of  the  correct- 
ness of  his  course.  These  qualities  have  not  unfre- 
quently  made  him  enemies  among  the  class  not 
holding  such  views  as  himself,  and  on  more  than  one 
occasion  he  has  suflered  pecuniary  loss  through  in- 
cendiarism and  other  means  at  the  hands  of  those  of 
the  vicious  class  whose  enmity  he  had  incurred. 

Mr.  Fletcher  has  been  many  years  selectman  and 
collector  in  his  town.  In  church  matters  he  has 
always  been  liberal  and  earnest.  A  few  years  since, 
when  the  movement  to  build  a  new  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  at  Berkley  was  inaugurated,  Mr. 
Fletcher  was  not  only  one  of  tlie  largest  contributors, 
but  one  of  the  most  active  workers  to  achieve  the 
success  of  the  enterprise.  He  was  one  of  the  build- 
ing committee  under  whose  supervision  the  structure 
was  erected,  and  he  furnished  the  larger  part  of  the 
funds  necessary  to  its  construction,  waiting  for  reim- 
bursement until  the  various  sums  subscribed  should 
be  paid  in.  Though  he  is  not  now  a  member  of  this 
church,  yet  he  does  not  regret  his  donation  or  his 
labors  in  its  behalf. 

It  had  long  been  one  of  the  cherished  aims  and 
objects  of  Mr.  Fletcher's  life  to  visit  the  Old  World 
and  see  face  to  face  its  numerous  places  of  interest; 
to  view  the  scenes  where  have  been  enacted  so  many 
of  the  events  which  have  shaped  the  destinies  of 
nations,  and  particularly  to  visit  Palestine,  the  cradle 
of  our  civilization,  and  the  place  made  holy  and 
sacred  by  the  birth,  residence,  and  crucifixion  of  our 
Saviour.  Early  in  December,  1871,  he  set  sail  from 
Boston  for  Liverpool,  where,  after  a  pleasant  voyage, 
he  arrived  December  14th.  He  then  visited  most  of 
the  principal  places  of  interest  on  the  European  conti- 
nent,embracingLondon,Paris,Turin,  Florence,  Rome, 
Naples,  the  volcano  of  Vesuvius,  and  Pompeii;  thence 
across  the  Mediterranean  to  Alexandria,  Cairo,  the 
pyramids,  etc.;  through  the  Suez  Canal  to  Port  Said  ; 
thence  to  Joppa  and  Jerusalem,  and  to  all  the  places 
of  historic  interest  in  the  holy  land,  among  which 
maybe  mentioned  Mount  Carmel,  Mount  Tabor,  Naz- 
areth, the  Sea  of  Galilee,  Damascus,  Baalbec,  Beyrout, 


Smyrna,  and  Ephesus.  He  then  proceeded  to  Athena 
and  Constantinople,  where  he  croteed  the  Black  Sea 
to  Odessa,  Russia ;  thence  through  Poland  and  Hun- 
gary to  Vienna,  Austria,  from  which  point  he  returned 
through  Germany  to  Paris,  and  via  Liondon  to  Edin- 
burgh and  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  to  Belfast,  Ireland, 
visiting  the  famous  Giant's  Causeway;  thence  to 
Dublin,  Queenstown,  and  home,  where  he  arrived 
April  14,  1872,  four  months  and  a  half,  into  which 
was  crowded  more  of  pleasure,  instruction,  and  bene- 
fit than  in  any  other  like  period  in  the  whole  of  the 
seventy  years  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Fletcher  married.  May  14,  1886,  Cynthia  A. 
Greene,  daughter  of  Waterman  Greene,  of  Rhode 
Island,  granddaughter  of  Nathan  Greene,  and  most 
probably  a  descendant  of  Gen.  Greene,  of  Revolu- 
tionary fame.  She  was  born  Sept.  22, 1814.  To  them 
were  born  nine  children,  only  three  of  whom  are  now 
living, — Sarah  J.  (deceased),  born  July  19,  1887; 
Permelia  F.  (deceased),  born  Feb.  5,  1840;  William 
H.,  born  Aug.  27, 1841 ;  VioletU  F.  (deceased),  bom 
June  24,  1843;  Mary  E.  (deceased),  born  Feb.  14, 
1845 ;  John  E.  (deceased),  born  Jan.  8, 1847 ;  George 
F.,  born  Nov.  26,  1848 ;  Eliza  A.  (deceased),  born 
Jan.  2, 1851;  and  Louis  P.,  born  Aug.  2G,  1855.  Of 
those  now  living,  William  H.  is  married  and  has  six 
children ;  he  resides  in  Trenton,  N.  J.  George  F.  is 
married,  has  three  children,  and  lives  in  Raynham. 
Louis  P.,  now  a  widower,  has  one  child,  and  resides 
with  his  father  in  Berkley. 


WALTER  DEAN   NICHOLS. 

Walter  Dean  Nichols,  son  of  Abiel  and  Delia 
(Briggs)  Nichols,  was  born  in  Berkley,  Mass.,  on 
April  28,  1814.  .Not  much  is  known  of  the  life  of 
William  Nichols,  the  ancestor  of  the  Nichols  family 
in  Bristol  County.  He  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1689, 
came  to  this  country,  settled  in  Berkley,  aud  married 
Joanna  Paull,  daughter  of  John  Paull,  of  Berkley, 
previous  to  1721.  He  died  in  1754.  He  probably 
practiced  medicine,  as  he  was  called  doctor.  The 
union  by  marriage  with  the  Paull  family  doubtless 
was  a  source  of  strength.  His  son,  James  Nichola, 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  Berkley  at 
his  time,  and  was  honored  by  the  town  with  numer- 
ous offices  of  trust.  He  was  a  man  of  large  executive 
ability  and  wiui  engaged  in  numerous  real-estate  op- 
erations of  magnitude  in  various  parts  of  the  county, 
as  county  records  show.  He  was  born  in  1732,  mar- 
ried Esther  Dean,  of  Berkley,  about  1764,  and  died 
1792.  He  was  grandfather  of  Walter  D.  Nichols,  and 
also  of  Dr.  Thomas  G.  Nichols,  recently  deceased. 

Walter  D.  Nichols  is  a  self-made  man,  having  re- 
ceived the  limited  education  which  he  obtained  in 
early  life  previous  to  the  age  of  sixteen,  at  which 
period  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  trade  of  a  painter, 
and  served  his  time  in  Fall  River  and  New  Bedford. 
In  1834,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  began  school- 
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teaching  in  the  town  of  Richmond,  Ontario  Co., 
N.  Y.,  where  he  taught  five  months,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1835  went  to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  worked  at 
his  trade  as  a  painter.  lie  removed  thence  to  Red 
Hook,  on  the  Hudson,  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  remained  several  years,  and  in  1836  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Lucinda  Hervey,  daughter  of 
James  Hervey,  of  Berkley,  Mass. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Nichols  settled  at  Red 
Hook.  In  the  autumn  of  1836  he  removed  to  To- 
ledo, Ohio,  where  he  remained  two  years,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  he  removed  with  his  family  to  his 
native  town  of  Berkley,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
Mrs.  Nichols  died  Oct.  20,  1845,  and  in  1846  he  mar- 
ried for  his  second  wife  Nancy  H.  Dean,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Dean,  of  Berkley.  The  children  by  the  first 
marriage  were  Fidelia  L.  (deceased),  Fanny  A.  (de- 
ceased), Mary  A.  J.,  and  Jesne  G. ;  by  the  second 
marriage,  Mary  N.,  Walter  D.,  Caroline  M.,  Emma 
C,  Sarah  E.,  James  H.,  James  M.  D.,  and  Frank  H. 

Mr.  Nichols  was  one  of  the  "  Argonauts  of  '49"  ; 
he  visited  California  via  Cape  Horn,  and  was  six 
months  on  the  voyage,  and  after  a  varied  experience 
of  four  months  in  the  newly-discovered  "  Ophir,"  he 
returned  home  by  the  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama. 
His  life  has  been  somewhat  varied,  he  having  fol- 
lowed his  trade  as  a  painter,  and  also  fishing  and 
farming,  besides  devoting  a  considerable  share  of  his 
time  to  teaching.  He  has  taught  in  all  about  thirty 
winters. 

In  local  politics  he  has  taken  an  active  part,  first  as 
a  Whig,  during  the  existence  of  that  party^  and  since 
as  a  Republican,  and  has  held  every  oflice  in  the  gifl 
of  his  townsmen,  serving  as  selectman  for  a  number 
of  years.  In  1855  he  was  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  in  1864-66  he  was  a  member  of 
the  State  Senate,  and  the  last  year  served  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Valuation.  He  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  all  public  affairs  in  his  town,  particularly  in  mat- 
ters of  education,  and  is  the  author  of  the  history  of 
Berkley  in  this  work. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nichols,  born  at  the 
old  homestcnd,  are  widely  scattered.  The  only  sur- 
viving daughter  by  the  first  wife  is  Mrs.  Charles  H. 
Clarke,  formerly  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  now  a  resident 
of  Milwaukee.  Nancy  N.  Street,  eldest  child  by  the 
second  marriage,  is  a  practicing  physician  (homceo- 
pathist)  in  Cincinnati ;  Walter  D.  is  a  farmer  in  Kan- 
sas ;  Nancy  D.,  wife  of  Dr.  W.  W.  Freeman,  resides 
in  Anoka,  Minn.;  Caroline  M.  (now  Mrs.  Alden) 
and  Emma  C.  are  proprietors  and  teachers  of  the 
Kindergarten  in  Providence,  R.  I. ;  Sarah  E.  (Mrs. 
George  E.  Royce)  resides  in  Berkley,  Mass. ;  James 
M.  D.  is  a  resident  of  Colorado,  and  Frank  H.  lives 
with  his  brother  in  Kansas. 


ABIBL  BRIGOS  CRANE. 

The  name  Crane  is  variously  spelled  Grain, 
Crayne,  etc.,  but  all  were  originally  one  family. 
Jasper  Crayne  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  the 
New  Haven  Colony,  and  one  of  its  leading  and  most 
influential  members.  He  was  one  of  the  signers  of 
the  first  or  '*  fundamental"  agreement,  June  4, 1689. 
His  son,  Jasper,  Jr.,  was  born  iu  New  Haven,  April 
2, 1651,  and  was  one  of  those  who  attempted  a  settle- 
ment of  lands  on  the  Delaware,  and  were  repulsed  by 
the  Dutch,  natives,  Swedes,  and  Finns.  Like  his  father 
he  was  a  man  of  influence  and  ability,  and  held  va- 
rious offices  and  positions  of  public  and  private  trust 
The  family  of  Cranes  have  always  been  people  of  the 
highest  respectability  in  New  Jersey  and  Connecticut, 
and  wherever  their  descendants  are  to  be  found  they 
exhibit  the  same  spirit  and  characteristics  that  dis- 
tinguished their  pioneer  ancestors.  Four  of  this  name 
graduated  at  Brown  University  prior  to  1829,  eight 
at  Amherst  prior  to  1855,  eight  at  Yale  prior  to  1851, 
six  at  Harvard,  and  four  at  Dartmouth  prior  to  1850. 
Henry  Crane,  who  was  probably  the  ancestor  of  the 
Crane  family  in  Bristol  County,  was  a  native  of  Guil- 
ford, Conn.  He  was  representative  from  Kennelworth, 
and  at  another  period  of  his  life  was  a  prominent  man 
at  Killingworth. 

Bernice  Crane  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Berk- 
ley, Mass.  His  wife  lived  to  be  a  centenarian.  His 
son  Benjamin  married  Alinda  Briggs,  July  29, 1798. 
They  had  ten  children^  two  of  whom,  however,  died 
in  infancy.  All  the  others  lived  to  maturity.  Ben- 
jamin died  Oct.  10, 1855,  Mrs.  Crane  having  preceded 
him  one  year.  The  eldest  son,  Silas  A.,  graduated 
at  Providence  College,  in  which  institution  he  afler- 
wards  became  tutor.  Later  he  studied  divinity,  and  be- 
came pastor  of  an  Episcopalian  Church  in  Vermont 

He  afterwards  went  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  became 
president  of  a  college.  A  few  years  later  he  returned 
to  New  England,  established  himself  as  a  minister  at 
East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  and  spent  the  remaining  thirty 
years  of  his  life  there.  He  died  July  16, 1872.  Ben- 
jamin, another  brother,  was  also  educated  at  Provi- 
dence College,  taught  school  a  number  of  years,  finally 
settled  as  a  farmer  in  his  native  town,  and  died  there 
Nov.  11,  1861.  Daniel,  another  son,  also  received  a 
collegiate  education,  was  a  farmer  and  school-teacher, 
and  a  great  bookworm.  He  was  noted  for  the  extent 
and  diversity  of  his  knowledge.  Of  the  daughters 
of  Benjamin,  Caroline  became  the  accomplished  wife 
of  Hon.  George  P.  Marsh;  who  was  four  years  minis- 
ter to  Constantinople,  and  twenty-one  years  minister 
to  Rome,  dating  from  1861  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
July,  1882.  Mr.  Marsh  was  an  author  of  merit,  as 
his  many  well-known  works  will  testify.  Mrs.  Marsh, 
who  survives  him,  is  also  a  writer  of  distinction.  In 
addition  to  other  literary  work,  she  has  translated  a 
number  of  poems  from  the  German.  Lucy,  the  other 
daughter,  married  a  celebrated  German  physician, 
resident  in  St  Louis,  Mo.        * 
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A.  B.  Obane,  the  fifth  son  of  Be^JamiDy  did  uot  re- 
ceive the  advantage  of  a  ooHege  training.  At  a  Toiy 
early  age  he  developed  a  marked  taata  and  talent  for 
music.  And  while  the  general  tenor  of  hit  lifo^s  work 
has  been  in  a  widely  different  field,  yet,  like  the  mag- 
net to  the  pole,  his  heart  has  erer  turned  in  kis  lebnre 
moments  to  the  **  harmony  of  sweet  sounds,"  and  he 
has  at  different  periods  of  his  life  oontributed  to  the 
standard  musical  publications  and  collections  of  the 
day.  And  even  now,  in  the  autumn  of  his  life,  since 
the  period  of  his  business  career  has  dosed,  he  amuses 
himself  and  whiles  away  the  hours  in  the  composition 
of  sacred  music.  While  he  has  noTer  made  music  a 
profession,  yet  it  has  been  the  study  of  his  life,  and 
from  it  he  has  derived  much  pleasure  and  happiness, 
and  he  has  produced  many  prised  and  popular  piecee. 

He  began  his  business  life  at  the  age  of  seTenteeu 
as  clerk  in  a  store  at  Newbeme,  N.  0.  He  filled  this 
position  two  winters,  returning  North  during  the 
summer  months.  He  then  became  partner  in  the 
business,  which  was  continued  but  a  year  longer.  He 
then  returned  home  and  established  himself  as  a 
merchant  in  his  native  town  of  Berkley,  Most  of 
his  business  life  has  been  spent  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits, having  at  different  periods  been  engaged  in 
merchandising  in  Florida,  North  Carolina,  Rhode 
Island,  Boston,  Taunton,  Weir  Junction,  and  Berk- 
ley. During  the  years  of  1852-M  he  was  in  the 
pork  trade  in  Indiana.  From  1866  to  1S72  he  was 
engaged  quite  extensively  in  shingle  manufkcturing 
in  North  Carolina.  His  life  has  been  an  actiTO  and 
diversified  one,  and  in  the  ^ain  a  suocessfiil  one. 

Mr.  Crane  has  always  persistently. refused  acting 
in  any  official  capacity  wheQ  he  could  consistently, 
avoid  it,  partly  because  he.  shrank  from  anything  sa-i 
voring  of  publicity  or  notoriety,  and  partly  because' 
his  business  pursuits  called  him  to  firequentJy  and  so 
long  away  from  home.    He  has,  however,  been  more 
than  once  honored  by  hb  fellow-citisens  with  the 
cloak  of  office.    He  has  been  town  clerk,  and  during 
the  war  he,  upon  the  urgent  solicitation  of  his  towns- 
men, acted  for  several  years  as  town  treasurer.    In 
1851  he  was  elected  representative  from  Berkley,  and 
again  in  1865  he  represented  the  district  embracing 
Berkley,  Freetown,  Fairhaven,  and  Acushnet 

He  united  with  the  Congregational  Church  in  1882. 
In  1848  the  Trinitarian  Congregational  Church  was 
organized  and  the  chapel  built.  In  1872  the  church 
was  reorganized  as  a  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crane  are  members.  He  has 
always  been  a  very  liberal  and  earnest  supporter  of 
the  church  and  one  of  its  most  devoted  members. 

In  1875  there  was  erected  in  Berkley  a  very  hand- 
some and  commodious  church  building.  Towards 
this  building  Mr.  Crane  was  a  liberal  contributor, 
and  this  structure  is  now  their  place  of  worship,  and 
will  long  stand  as  u  monument  to  the  religious  zeal 
and  public  spirit  of  the  citizens  of  Berkley. 

On  Sept.  21,  1829,  A.  B.  Crane  married  Emma  T. 


Pdrtar,  of  Berkley.  Their  children  an  Enma  P., 
bom  July  20, 1880,  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Biaset^ 
of  Berkley;  Alexander  B.,  born  April  S8,'1888»  now 
a  prominent  lawyer  in  New  York  Oi^ ;  Samuel  N^ 
bom  Oct  6, 1885,  now  a  collecting  agent  in  New  Toik 
City;  Aaabel  P.,  bom  Feb.  18,  1888,  died  Oct  S9, 
1806 ;  Helen  H.,  born  Feb.  0, 1848,  now  a  teacher  of 
French  and  music  in  ProWdence,  B.  h;  Babeoea  P. 
N.,  bom  ICarch  14, 1844,  now  the  wife  of  Ber.  Lu* 
due  B.  Eastman,  Jr.,  of  Framingbam,  ICaas. 


DAVriL  8UMVSB  BRIOOB. 

D.  8.  Briggs  was  bora  Apri)  19, 1818,  in  the  town 
of  Vassalborough,  Me.  He  is  the  son  of  George  and 
Eunice  (French)  Briggs,  and  grandson  of  William 
Briggs,  who  about  the  year  1800  went  ftom  Dighton, 
Mass.,  to  Minot  (now  Auburn),  Me.  This  William 
Briggs  was  by  occupation  a  ship-carpenter.  Qeoige, 
hb  800,  was  bora  in  Dighton,  Mass.,  1781,  and  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  apprenticed  himself  to  Levi  French 
to  leara  the  trades  of  tanner  and  shoemaker,  the 
latter  of  which  he  followed  through  life.  After  oon- 
pleting  the  term  of  hb  apprenticeship  he  married 
Eunice,  daughter  of  Levi  French,  and  soon  after 
emigrated,  in  company  with  his  father,  to  MaUie, 
where  he  resided  till  1819,  when  he  returned  to  Mas* 
sachusetts  and  located  in  Berkley,  where  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  hb  life.  Mr.  Briggs  was  a  man 
much  respected  in  the  community,  and  in  the  quiet 
walk  in  which  hb  life  was  spent  did  hb  part  well. 
He  was  choeen  selectman  of  Bericley,  and  served  in 
that  capacity  a  number  of  years.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  Society,  and  in  political  faith 
was  a  Whig.  He  died  in  1868. 
.  .  Daniel  8.  Briggs,  whose  portrait  we  publish,  b  one 
-of  that  class  of  men  whose  life-work  will  give  tinge 
and  ooloring  to  the  career  of  myriads  yet  unborn. 
.Not  that  he  was  instramental  in  inaugurating  or 
directing  any  great  revolution  or  reform,  but  he  has 
been  a  worthy  soldier  in  the  great  army  of  educators. 
The  teacher  who  instructs,  improves,  develops,  and 
properly  directs  the  mental  powers  of  a  child  into 
that  channel  which,  as  the  yean  go  by,  shall  make 
him  or  her  an  intelligent,  useful  member  of  soci^y, 
g^ves  coloring  and  shape  not  only  to  the  life  of  that 
particular  man  or  woman,  but  through  them  to  that 
of  their  progeny. 

Mr.  Briggs  received  in  his  youth  only  such  educa- 
tional sdvantages  as  the  schools  of  his  town  afforded, 
but  being  of  a  literary  turn  of  mind  he  gave  hu 
leisure  moments  to  study,  and  at  the  early  age  of 
eighteen  he  began  teaching  school,  and  from  that 
time  until  he  was  sixty  years  of  age  he  employed 
from  three  to  seven  months  of  almost  every  year  in 
instructing  the  youth  of  his  ncigliborhouil.  ])uring 
this  time  he  has  taught  a  number  of  terms  in  every 
district  in  Berkley,  and  also  several  years  in  adjacent 
towns.    Thus  for  more  than  forty  years  was  he  en- 


^i?^ 


DARTMOUTH. 


191 


gaged  in  sowing  the  seeds  of  icnowledge  in  the  fruitful 
soil  of  youthful  minds. 

Aug.  1,  1856,  he  received  an  appointment  as  post- 
master at  Berkley  (Commons),  and  has  continued  to 
hold  the  office  to  the  present  writing.  He  was  chosen 
selectman  during  the^var  of  the  Rebellion,  and  held 
the  office  four  consecutive  years.  He  was  re-elected 
to  the  same  office  in  1882.  He  has  also  been  town 
clerk  of  Berkley,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
school  committee  many  years.  In  political  affinity 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  in  church  relation  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  Methodists. 

He  married,  Nov.  12,  1837,  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Abiatha  and  Sarah  Crane,  of  Berkley,  by  whom  he 
had  two  children, — Rowena,  born  Nov.  18, 1838,  mar- 
ried Reuben  Stone,  of  Newton  Centre,  Mass.,  and 
Caleb  Sumner  Crane,  born  Nov.  16,  1840,  married 
Jerusha  Luther,  is  a  farmer,  and  resides  in  Berkley. 
Mrs.  Briggs  died  Nov.  21,  1840.  Mr.  Briggs  married 
as  his  second  wife  Permillia  H.,  daughter  of  RoUin 
Eaton,  of  Berkley,  Oct.  6,  1841. 

To  this  latter  marriage  there  is  no  issue.  Mr. 
Briggs  enjoys  a  serene  and  healthful  old  age,  and  is 
much  beloved  and  respected  by  the  entire  community 
in  which  he  resides. 


REV.  THOMAS   ANDR08. 

Berkley,  which  was  originally  a  part  of  Taunton, 
was  incorporated  in  1735.  It  is  worthy  of  note  for  the 
many  distinguished  men  who  have  been  born  within 
its  borders.  Rev.  Samuel  Tobey  was  the  first  minister, 
being  settled  in  1737,  and  continuing  until  his  death 
in  1781,  holding  a  pastorate  of  forty-four  years,  exert- 
ing a  most  benign  influence,  leaving  the  impress  of 
his  deep  piety  and  manly  character  upon  its  inhab- 
itants. The  second  minister  was  Rev.  Thomas  An- 
dros,  a  native  of  Plainfield,  Conn.  He  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  one  who  saw 
much  of  the  horrors  of  that  war,  being  a  prisoner  on 
board  the  old  Jersey  prison  ship.  Surviving  the 
perils  of  such  captivity,  he  entered  the  ministry  and 
settled  in  this  town,  where  for  about  forty  years  he 
exerted  a  most  salutary  influence,  not  only  for  the 
cause  of  religion,  but  in  awakening  a  love  of  sound 
learning.  His  home  was  a  seminary  where  the  young 
men  of  his  parish  were  fitted  for  college,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  his  beneficent  labors  was  transmitted  to 
the  generations  that  succeeded  him.  Eminent  as  a 
theologian,  accomplished  as  a  scholar,  his  life  stands 
f(»rtli  as  a  signal  example  of  the  highest  type  of  New 
England  character.  Among  those  who  have  been 
distinguislicd  as  men  of  eminence  that  have  been 
born  here  and  educated  under  the  tutelage  of  Father 
Andros  were  Silns  Axtel  Crane,  D.D.,  Rev.  W.  M. 
Cornell,  M.D.,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Rev.  Jabez  Fox,  Rev. 
John  Sanford,  Rev.  Baalis  San  ford,  Rev.  Enoch  San- 
fnrd,  Rev.  James  Snnford,  Rev.  Daniel  C.  Burt,  Hon. 
Daniel  French,  Rev.  Julius  C.  Anthony,  Hon.  R.  L. 


Hathaway,  Benjamin  Crane,  A.M.,  Hon.  Charles  Q. 
W.  French.  This  is  but  a  partial  list  of  those  who 
received  their  early  training  and  inspiration  from  the 
eminent  pastor  and  teacher.  Though  nearly  forty 
years  have  elapsed  since  Father  Andros  passed  from 
the  scenes  of  his  earthly  labors,  the  town  still  holds  his 
name  with  reverence,  and  will  treasure  his  memory 
as  worthy  of  the  most  prominent  place  in  its  history. 
Mr.  Andros  had  a  large  family  that  grew  up,  but  his 
posterity  bearing  his  name  is  not  numerous.  Milton, 
his  youngest  son,  born  in  1828,  is  an  eminent  lawyer 
of  San  Francisco,  Cal. 


CHAPTER    XV. 

DARTMOUTH.! 

Ofogrnphical— Bartholomew  Goraold— Hit  Ylaitto  theM  Shorei  Id  1602 
—The  Onint  of  Dnrtmoath— Original  Boanda-OriglD  of  tha  Naiii»— 
Ecclealastlcal  Troublea— Reaittlng  TaxaUon—GoartOrdara— Stringent 
Laws— Tlie  Town  Indlctad — Impriaonment of  Saleetman  of  Dartnoiitb 
and  TiTerton— Petition  to  the  King— The  Taxaa  Bamltted  and  Pria- 
onera  Boleaaed — Hiitorj  of  Sariy  8«tUera  and  Propriaton. 

Dartmouth  is  located  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
county,  and  is  bounded  as  follows:  on  the  north  by 
Fall  River  and  Freetown,  on  the  east  by  New  Bed- 
ford and  Buzzard's  Bay,  on  the  south  by  Buzzard's 
Bay,  and  on  the  west  by  Westport. 

In  the  summer  of  1602,  Bartholomew  Gosnold, 
while  fortifying  his  settlement  upon  the  little  islet 
within  the  island  of  Cutty  hunk,  had  crossed  the  bay 
— described  by  Gabriel  Archer,  the  chronicler  of  the 
expedition,  as  a  "stately  sound" — ^and  had  trod  upon 
the  shores  of  Dartmouth.  The  Indians  from  the 
mainland  had  visited  him  and  his  band  of  adven- 
turers in  their  island  home,  and  Cosnold  had  returned 
their  visits.  He  landed  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Round  Hills,  called  by  him  Hap's  Hill,  and  fol-^ 
lowed  the  coast  westward  to  Gooseberry  Neck.  The 
locality  is  described  as  possessing  "stately  groves, 
flowery  meadows,  and  running  brooks,"  and  the  ad- 
venturers were  delighted  with  the  climate,  the  beauty 
of  the  country,  and  the  fertility  of  the  soil. 

Gosnold's  idea  of  planting  a  colony  in  this  vicinity 
failed,  and  the  territory  was  uninhabited  by  the  white 
man  until  after  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Ply- 
mouth. Looking  back  over  this  long  period  of  time, 
we  can  hardly  fail  to  discern  why  the  settlement  at 
Cuttyhunk  was  a  failure  and  the  settlement  at  Ply- 
mouth a  success.  Gosnold  and  Gilbert  and  Archer 
and  Rosier  and  Brierton  were  gentlemen  adventurers, 
in  quest  of  novelty  and  the  excitement  of  a  bold, 
daring  enterprise,  with  a  hope  of  gain ;  and  when 


1  The  editor  acknowledgea  hit  indebtedneai  for  thia  chapter  to  the 
Hon.  William  W.  Grapo,  being  a  portion  of  an  addrwa  dellrered  by  blm 
in  1804.  Mr.  Orapo  baa  erer  manifeatad  a  pralaeworiby  Intereat  In 
hiatorical  mattera,  and  baa  added  manj  rnlaable  eontribatfona  to  tha 
blatoric  llteratnra  of  the  State. 
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they  had  unfolded  this  fair  land  and  had  eoUeetod  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  ■asBaftms-root  and  oodar  and 
Aira  to  load  their  little  bark,  the  only  bond  whieh 
then .  united  tli^m  was  tlie  cargo  th^  had  oollectadi 
and  each  one  was  ambitiona  to  retam  with  it  to  £ng^ 
land  to  profit  by  its  sale,  and  tell  the  marreloaa 
stories  of  their  adventures.  We  do  not  wonder,  then, 
that  although  they  found  the  red-and-white  straw- 
berry *'  as  sweet  and  much  bigger  than  in  England/' 
with  "great  store  of  deer  and  other  beaats,"  and 
feasted  and  grew  fat  upon  the  yonng  sea-fowl  which 
they  found  in  their  nests,  th^  did  not  build  np  a 
permanent  settlement. 

On  the  other  hand,  Carver  and  Bradford  and  Wina- 
low  and  Brewster  andStandish,  the  men  of  the  ''May- 
flower/' came  from  far  different  motives, — ^not  from 
gain,  adventure,  or  novelty,  but  to  plant  a  colony 
which  should  be  permanent  and  endnriug ;  to  carry 
out,  heedless  of  privations  and  sufferings,  heedless  of 
the  scorn  and  oppression  behind  and  the  uncertain- 
ties and  dangers  before,  their  ideas  of  a  government 
founded  upon  equality,  jnatice,  and  religion.  The  col- 
ony at  Plymouth,  conquering  all  obstacles,  achieved 
permanency  and  growth,  and  fh>m  thence  came  the 
early  founders  of  Dartmouth.  We  are  prond  of  our 
ancestry,  proud  that  the  men  of  Dartmouth  were 
Puritans.  Those  "stout-hearted  and  Qod-fearing 
men''  were  our  &thers.  Never  can  they  be  mentioned 
but  with  honor,  for  none  ever  did  more  or  suffered 
more  for  the  human  race.  Oppression  did  not  intimi- 
date nor  privations  turn  them.  They  were  stem  and 
unyielding  in  their  con victions  of  the  right,  and  thor- 
oughly fixed  and  resolute  in  their  purpose  to  found  a 
Christian  commonwealth.  Inspired  with  the  one 
grand  idea  of  a  government  resting  upon  liberty  and 
religion,  they  thought  not  of  policy,  expediency,  or 
compromise,  but  listened  only  to  the  dictates  of  con- 
science and  duty.  Under  their  sturdy  and  uncon- 
querable wills  the  wildemeM  yielded,  and  the  New 
World  was  open  to  a  nation  of  freemen. 

In  the  history  of  New  England  not  enough  prom- 
inence has  been  given  to  the  pioneer  colony  of  Ply- 
mouth. The  settlement  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony 
seems  to  have  overshadowed  in  history  the  import- 
ance of  this  first  civil  body  politic.  The  Plymouth 
Colony  led  the  van,  and  in  the  years  in  which  they 
were  alone  rested  the  whole  problem.  Encouraged 
by  the  success  of  the  Plymouth  settlement,  the  Mas- 
sachusetts colonists  were  emboldened,  under  the  pro- 
tection and  guidance  of  the  former,  to  apply  for  a 
royal  charter.  We  would  not  detract  from  the  merit 
of  Winthrop,  Dudley,  Saltonstall,  and  their  associ- 
ates, "  gentlemen  of  figure  and  estate,"  for  they  were 
men  of  faith  and  fortitude,  men  of  uncommon  wisdom 
and  heroism ;  but  let  us  not  be  forgetful  of  those 
earlier  men  who  smoothed  the  way  and  opened  to  the 
men  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  Boston,  even  though 
for  a  short  distance  and  in  a  rude  manner,  the  path 
which  led  to  civil  and  religious  liberty. 


On  the  S9th  day  of  Noveaber,  1601,  th«  Indian 
chief  Wesameqnan  (better  known  as  IffaaMSoit)  and 
hto  son  Wamantta  (who  was  aomaCimea  called  Alex- 
andar  by  the  Englhdi)  conveyed  by  deed  to  Wil- 
liam Bradfbrd,  Oapt  Btandiah,  Thomaa  Soatfaworth, 
John  Winalow,  John  Oooka,  9ifkd  their  awnolatfe  all 
the  tract  or  tracts  of  land  lying  three  milea  eaatwaid 
from  a  river  called  Coahenegg  to  a  otrCaIn  haibor 
called  Aooaksett  to  a  flat  rook  on  the  weafewaid  side 
of  the  aaid  harbor.  In  thia  convi^aiioa  waa  inelnded 
all  the  land  within  these  boundaries,  "with  all  tho 
riven,  creeks,  meadows,  neeka,  and  ialanda  that  lio  in 
and  before  tho  same,  and  from  the  aea  upward  to  go 
so  high  that  the  English  may  not  be  annoyed  by  tho 
hunting  of  the  Indians  in  any  sort  of  their  catUo.'' 

The  metes  and  bounds  of  thla  grant  do  not  appear 
to  be  very  deflnitely  or  cleariy  stated.  More  attentkm 
seema  to  have  been  given  by  the  ocmv^yanoer  to  tho 
consideration  which  the  Indian  chieftaina  won  to  re- 
ceive. The  price  paid  waa  thirty  yarda  of  cloth,  eight 
moose-skins,  flfteen  axes,  fifteen  hoea,  fifteen  pair  of 
breedies,  eight  blankets,  two  kettles,  one  cloak,  two 
pounds  in  wampan,  eight  pair  atockinga,  eight  pair 
shoes,  one  iron  pot,  and  ten  ahillinga  in  other  eon^ 
modities.  Even  in  those  early  days,  when  tho  fbreals 
and  meadows  and  streams  apparently  were  not  valned 
very  highly,  dissensions  and  disputes  arose  conoem- 
ing  the  title.  A  younger  son  of  Wesameqnan,  Philip, 
sagamore  of  Pokannocketi,  afterwarda  known  aa  one 
of  the  moet  bloody  and  remoraeleas  of  all  tho  Indian 
warriors  nnder  the  name  of  King  Philip,  had  not  been 
consnlted  or  had  not  given  his  written  assent  to  tho 
original  conveyance.  He  soon  bq^an  to  annc^  tho 
settlers  by  frequent  acts  of  trespass,  and  to  qneatkm 
the  correctness  of  tho  boundaiy  linea.  Wo  find  by 
the  records  that  agents  (referees)  were  appointed  ''to 
set  out  and  mark  the  bounds,"  and  in  1666  Philip 
gave  a  quit-claim  which  qnieted  the  title. 

This  large  tract  of  land,  comprising  the  limits  of 
old  Dartmouth,  waa  divided  into  thirty-fbnr  parte  or 
shares.  Two  of  these  were  sub-divided,  so  that  tho 
original  proprietors  numbered  thirfy-eix  persona,  of 
whom  three  were  women,— Sarah  Brewster,  Misa  Jen- 
nings, and  Sarah  Warren. 

Not  all  of  tlie  thirtynux  original  proprietoia  settled 
here.  Some  undoubtedly  bought  the  land  aa  a  specu- 
lation or  investment  rather  than  for  a  home,  but  an 
inspection  of  the  names  convinces  us  that  many  of 
them  located  permanently  within  our  borders.  We 
find  in  the  list  the  names  of  Rowland,  Morton,  Ma- 
nasses  Kempton,  Dunham,  Shaw,  Soule,  Faunce, 
Sampson,  Delano,  Bartlett,  Palmer,  Doty,  Hicks, 
Brown,  and  Bumpass,  names  familiar  to  us  even  in 
this  day,  and  constantly  recurring  in  the  history  of 
the  town. 

It  has  always  been  stated  that  the  old  township  of 
Dartmouth  included  and  comprised  the  present  town- 
ships of  Dartmouth,  Westport,  New  Bedford,  Fair- 
haven,  and  Acushnet.    The  grant  of  land  from  the 
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Indians  embraces  these  towns.  But  the  records  of 
the  colony  of  Rhode  Island  show  that  a  part  of  the 
present  towns  of  Tiverton  and  of  Little  Compton 
were,  prior  to  1746,  a  part  of  Dartmouth.' 

The  origin  of  the  name  of  this  town  is  a  matter  of 
conjecture,  yet  the  inference  is  an  easy  and  natural  one. 
The  "Mayflower'*  and  "Speedwell,''  the  latter  having 
taken  on  board  her  priceless  freight  at  Leyden,  in 
Holland,  sailed  from  Plymouth,  in  Old  England,  and 
that  name  was  given  to  the  spot  where  they  landed 
in  New  England.  After  the  vessels  left  Plymouth, 
England,  a  disaster  occurred  to  tlie  "  Speedwell"  which 
compelled  both  vessels  to  put  back,  and  they  made  a 
harbor  in  the  seaport  town  of  Dartmouth,  in  the 
British  Channel.  Many  of  the  original  purchasers 
and  some  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  town  came  in 
the  **  Mayflower,"  and  the  name  of  Dartmouth  was 
so  associated  in  their  minds  with  the  home  led  behind 
that  it  may  naturally  be  presumed  it  furnished  them 
with  the  name  for  their  new  home.  There  is  a  fur- 
ther coincidence  connected  with  the  name.  The  little 
vessel,  the  "  Concord,"  which  brought  Bartholomew 
Qosnold  to  our  shores  in  1602  belonged  to  Dartmouth, 
in  England.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  we  de- 
rive our  name  from  this  Ashing  town  on  the  river 
Dart  in  the  English  Channel.  How  wonderful  the 
change  since  then  I  While  the  present  old  Dart- 
mouth has  an  aggregate  population  of  thirty-seven 
thousand,  with  a  commerce  known  over  the  whole 
globe,  the  old  town  in  England,  with  a  population  of 
less  than  Ave  thousand,  is  as  little  known  to-day  as 
it  was  two  hundred  years  ago. 

The  inquiry  naturally  suggests  itself.  What  were 
the  prominent  causes  which  led  to  this  settlement? 
It  might  have  been  due  in  part  to  the  spirit  of  emi- 
gration and  change  of  locality  which  displayed  itself 
even  in  those  days  as  a  trait  in  the  New  England 
character;  it  might  have  been  the  rich  and  fertile 
soil  in  the  valleys  of  our  rivers,  fertile  certainly  when 
compared  with  the  sand-hills  around  Plymouth,  en- 
ticing to  agricultural  labors ;  it  might  have  been  the 
accessible  and  capacious  harbors  of  the  Acushnet  and 
Apponegansett,  and  the  safe  and  sheltered  anchorage 
they  aflbrded,  giving  promise  of  future  commercial 
importance ;  and  attractions,  perhaps,  were  found  in 
the  winding  beauties  of  the  Paskamansett  and  Acoak- 
sett.  However  much  these  and  kindred  influences 
may  have  contributed  to  the  early  settlement  of  Dart- 
mouth, there  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  cause  beyond  them 
all,  and  which  a  careful  reading  of  the  records  of  the 
colony  and  the  town  forces  me  to  adopt  as  the  chief 
reason  for  the  removal  from  Plymouth  to  Dartmouth. 
I  have  said  our  fathers  were  Puritans.  They  were 
more  than  that, — they  were  the  Protestants  of  the  Pu- 
ritans. They  were  in  sympathy  with  the  established 
government  at  Plymouth  in  everything  except  the 


1  **  Records  of  Colony  of  Rhode  leland  and  ProTldence  PlanUUioni,' 
vol.  ▼.  p.  204. 
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one  matter  of  compulsory  taxation  for  religious  pur- 
poses. Fully  believing  in  freedom  of  conscience,  they 
had  early  conceived  a  strong  aversion  to  the  arbitrary 
imposition  of  taxes  by  the  civil  power  for  the  support 
of  a  ministry  with  which  they  were  not  in  unison, 
and  over  which  they  had  no  control.  The  early  rec- 
ords of  the  town,  imperfect  and  fragmentary  as  they 
are,  in  connection  with  the  history  of  the  colony, 
plainly  tell  us  how  earnestly  and  even  bitterly  this 
controversy  was  waged,  and  how  for  many  yean  it 
was  the  source  of  discord  and  of  persecution.  The 
Plymouth  Colony  court  annually  apportioned  to  the 
town  a  tax  for  the  support  of  ministers  in  addition  to 
the  province  tax,  but  the  Baptists  and  Quakers  of 
Dartmouth  were  inflexible  in  their  resistance  to  it, 
and  while  the  province  rates  were  faithfully  met,  those 
for  the  maintenance  of  ministers  were  refused.  It 
also  troubled  our  good  rulers  at  Plymouth  that  our 
fathers  were  so  negligent  in  providing  stated  preach- 
ing according  to  the  established  Puritan  faith. 
We  And  this  order  of  the  court,  passed  in  1671| — 

"  In  reference  anto  tiie  town  of  DartmonUi  It  if  ordered  bj  ooart,  Uiat 
whereu  a  neglect  the  last  year  of  the  gatbarlng  In  of  the  ram  of  flftaeB 
pounda  according  to  order  of  oonrt  to  be  kept  In  etook  towards  the  rap- 
port of  rach  aa  maj  diapense  the  word  of  God  nnto  them,  it  la  again  or- 
dered by  the  conrt  that  the  ram  of  flfleen  pounds  be  thia  year  levied  to 
be  aa  a  stock  for  the  nae  aforesaid,  to  be  dellTored  onto  Arthur  Hatha- 
way and  Sergeant  Shaw,  to  be  by  them  improred  as  opportanity  may 
preaent  for  the  ends  aforesaid.** 

But  this  order,  like  others,  seems  to  have  been  of 
no  avail,  for  three  years  afterwards,  when  the  inhab- 
itants of  Dartmouth  had  met  together  for  the  settling 
of  the  bounds  of  the  town,  the  occasion  was  seized 
upon  for  haranguing  the  people,  "  at  which  time  the 
Governor,  Mr.  Hinckley,  the  treasurer,  Mr.  Walley, 
Lieut.  Morton,  and  John  Tomson  did  engage  to  give 
meeting  with  others  to  propose  and  endeavor  that 
some  provison  may  be  made  for  the  preaching  of  the 
word  of  God  amongst  them." 

Even  the  calamity  which  came  among  them  at  this 
time  from  the  violence  and  cruelty  of  the  Indians,  in 
the  destruction  of  their  homes  and  the  loss  of  their 
property,  did  not  soften  the  displeasure  of  the  gov- 
ernment at  Plymouth,  but  rather  served  as  an  oppor- 
tunity for  renewed  complaint  and  upbraiding.  This 
appears  by  the  order  of  court,  passed  in  October  of 
the  following  year : 

**  Thia  court  taking  Into  their  aerioua  coDsideration  the  tremradona 
dispensaUon  of  Qod  towarda  the  people  of  Dartmouth  In  ralfering  the 
barbarons  heathen  to  spoil  and  destroy  most  of  their  habitatlona,  the 
enemy  being  greatly  adrantaged  therranto  by  their  acattarsd  way  of 
llTing,  do,  therefore,  order  that  In  the  rebuilding  and  reaettUng  thereof 
that  they  so  order  it  as  to  live  compact  together,at  least  in  each  Tlllagt, 
as  they  may  be  in  a  capacity  both  to  defend  themsahres  from  thaaaaanlt 
of  an  enemy,  and  tlie  better  to  attend  the  publlo  woiahlp  of  God,  and 
minlatry  of  the  word  of  Qod,  whoae  carelesraess  to  obtain  and  attrad 
unto  we  fear  may  have  been  a  proTooatlon  of  God  thus  to  chaatlee  their 
contempt  of  His  gospel,  which  we  eamesUy  desire  the  people  of  that 
place  may  serloittly  consider  ot,  lay  to  heart,  and  be  bumbled  for,  with 
a  solicitous  endeavor  after  a  reformation  thereof^  by  a  Tlgoroua  putting 
forth  to  obtain  an  able,  faithful  dispenser  of  the  word  of  God  amongst 
them,  and  to  encourage  them  thereia ;  the  nagleet  whereof  thia  court,  aa 
they  muat  and  God  wUling,  they  will  not  permit  tn  the  ftatura.** 
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However  earnestly  the  PlymonUi  court  were  deter* 
mined  to  subdue  the  rebellloui  and  hweUcal  epiril  of 
•the  early  settlers,  it  does  not  appear  that  nmoh  sao* 
cess  attended  the  effort  The  Qoaken  and  Baptitti 
of  Dartmouth  were  from  the  tame  atem,  nnyidding 
stock,  and  they  were  animated  bj  a  ■enia  of  religioiii 
duty  as  sincere  and  exacting  aa  that  which  inflnenced 
the  rulers  at  Plymouth. 

Stringent  laws  were  from  time  to  time  enacted,  bat 
much  of  the  legislation  was  inoperative,  aa  the  people 
of  the  town,  while  complying  with  the  letter  of  the  law, 
would  give  no  heed  to  its  spirit.  Laws  were  passed 
in  1692  and  1695  requiring  the  towns  to  provide  able, 
learned,  and  orthodox  ministers  to  dispense  the  word 
of  Gk>d.  '  Dartmouth  did  elect  a  minister,  bnt  the 
question  of  orthodoxy  then  arose.  In  1704  the  town 
was  indicted  for  non-compliance  with  the  law.  At  the 
town- meeting  held  Jan.  4, 1705,  this  indignant  reply 
was  sent  back  to  the  court : 

"  To  the  quarter  sessions  to  be  holden  at  Bristol 
the  8th  day  of  January,  1705,  we  understand  that 
our  town  is  presented  for  want  of  a  minister  according 
to  law,  to  which  we  answer  that  we  have  one  qualified 
as  the  law  directa,  an  honest  man,  fearing  God,  con- 
scientious, and  a  learned,  orthodox  minister,  able  to 
dispense  the  word  and  gospel  to  ua.'' 

The  name  of  thb  minister  does  not  appear  upon  the 
records  of  the  town. 

In  order  to  meet  this  qnettion  of  orthodoxy  the 
Assembly  passed  a  law  in  1715,  in  which  the  preven- 
tion of  the  growth  of  athebm,  irreligion,  and  pro- 
faneness  is  suggested  aa  a  reason  of  its  enactment,  in 
which  it  was  provided  that  the  determination  of  who 
should  be  ministers  should  rest  nltimately  with  the 
Oeneral  Court  or  Assembly.  Dartmouth  still  refused 
obedience,  and  claimed  the  selection  of  her  own  min- 
ister. At  the  March  town-meeting,  1728,  in  defiance 
of  an  act  of  that  year,  Nathaniel  Howland  was  chosen 
minister,  receiving  fifty-five  votca,  while  Samuel 
Hunt,  a  Presbyterian  or  Independent,  and  the  first 
preacher  of  that  sect  in  our  town,  received  twelve 
votes. 

The  struggle  culminated  in  1724.  In  the  year  1722 
the  Assembly  of  Massachusetts  passed  an  act  to  raise 
one  hundred  pounds  in  the  town  of  Dartmouth  and 
seventy-two  pounds  eleven  shillings  in  the  town  of 
Tiverton  (then  a  part  of  Massachusetts)  for  the  sup- 
port of  ministers,  whose  selection  was  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  General  Court.  These  two  towns 
were  the  only  ones  in  the  Province  that  had  not  re- 
ceived any  Presbyterian  ministers.  To  blind  the  eyes 
of  the  people  this  sum  was  put  with  the  province  tax, 
and  was  afterwards  to  be  drawn  out  of  the  treasury. 
The  spirit  with  which  this  was  met  by  the  inhabitants 
of  Dartmouth  can  best  be  seen  by  quoting  the  record 
of  the  town-meeting  held  Nov.  26,  1722.  The  record 
says,—    . 

**  It  being  put  to  TOt*  vh«th«r  the  whole  nte  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty*one  pouuda  twelve  ehllUuge,  called  Dartmouth*!  proportion  of  our 


by  tiM  mImomih  II  pMMa  la  llM 
11  WW  pat  to  wH  wiMiatr  tliMif-Mt  fammi 
wfwlafcf  iS  by  oar  lipiMMlilly  to  b« 
pravlMt  tos,  b«  iMtkwUk  Mi4»  bf  tiM 
YotoddMtitiMlbtMrfa.   ThMI/,  Yotod  UmI  Um 

«r  aM  DMttoMUk.  «itlMff  by 

tova  turn,   IlNrtlily, Totod  taml  wvwi  li«Mln< pMniiU 
tiM  iBhaUtaali  of  nid  DutMoodi  by  a  towa  nit.  Ibr 
mImImmi  Ibr  Ml  aAklaf  tk«  rata  gf  OM  IraMlni  pMai%  Md  • 
all  axptaMt  arMag  la  oar  Madlaf  la  »ailia4  to  lUt  lln|iHy 
abatarwailnfc    ffUU^y,  ▼•tad  OmI  tha  stlMlaMa  aia  to  ba 
Amiapb  tadi  gf  tlM«,  a  *vr  te  aiaiy  A^rilMy  Mi  la  Jan  an  Iha 
lat" 


toiha 


The  town  waa  thoroughly  in  aarneit  Oulj  ftva 
tax-payeia  protested  against  thto  appropriation  of  the 
seven  hundred  pounds.  This  sum,  laiga  Ibr  thoaa 
days,  was  to  be  met  by  the  tax  of  that  year,  and  was 
not  bequeathed  to  poaterity  in  the  Ibrm  of  a  town 
debt  Prior  to  thU,  in  1696,  the  town  had  inslmeled 
the  selectmen  not  to  make  the  ratca  sent  ibr  by  the 
general  treasurer  for  this  purpoar,  and  in  the  aame 
year  it  was  voted  that  Becompenoe  Kirby  and  llaric 
Jenne  should  have  fifty  shillings  apiece,  pari  of  the 
money  they  paid  to  Giqpt.  Pope,  upon  the  aooount  of 
their  being  "pressed;"  and  it  waa  also  voted  that 
there  should  be  a  rate  made  of  twenty-four  pounds 
for  a  town  fond. 

The  bold  and  defiant  attitude  taken  by  the  town 
could  not  be  overlooked  by  the  province  mlera.  The 
refoaal  of  the  selectmen  to  assess  the  tax  was  followed 
by  their  imprisonment  in  Bristol  Jail,  where  tii^  re- 
mained about  eighteen  months.  The  persona  who 
were  imprisoned  were  Philip  Tftber  and  John  Akin, 
selectmen  of  Dartmouth,  and  Joseph  Anthony  and 
John  Sisson,  selectmen  of  Tiverton,  a  pari  of  whonl 
were  Baptists  and  a  part  Quakers.  An  embassy  was 
sent  to  England.  Thomas  Bichardson  and  Biehard 
Partridge,  who  were  Quakers,  interceded  in  tlieir  bo- 
halU  Their  petition,  addressed  to  tlie  King  in  Oonneil, 
was  an  able  document,  and  nobly  did  it  plead  for 
freedom  of  conscience  and  security  of  religion,  civil 
liberty,  and  property.  The  petition  waa  conakiered 
at  the  court  of  SU  James  on  the  2d  day  of  June, 
1724,  when  were  present  the  King's  most  Exoellent 
Miyesty  and  all  the  lords  of  the  Privy  CSouncil,  and 
it  was  ordered  that  the  obnoxious  taxes  be  remitted, 
andtliat  Philip  Taber  and  his  fellow-sufToren  be  Im- 
mediately released  from  their  imprisonment,  and  tlie 
Qovernor  and  all  otlier  oflicen  of  Uie  province  of 
Massachusetts  Bay  were  notified  to  yield  obedience 
to  these  orders.^ 

This  brief  but  brilliant  record  of  the  sacrifices  and 
sufierings,  the  persistent  fidelity  and  the  triumphant 
success  of  the  humble  fathers  of  the  old  town  of 
Dartmouth  in  the  great  struggle  for  the  rights  of  con- 
science, which  is  slikl  going  on  throughout  the  Chris- 
tian world,  entitles  them  to  a  high  place  iu  the  ven- 
eration and  gratitude  of  their  posterity.    They  share. 


1  Gongire  liietory  of  Uie  Quakers,  vol.  I  v.  p.  219.    lleuedlot**  liepUtfU, 
vol.  I.  pp.  IHKi-4. 
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with  Roger  Williams,  the  exalted  honor  of  declaring 
to  their  rulers  and  to  the  world  that,  having  fled  from 
ecclesiastical  oppression  in  the  Old  World,  they  would 
resolutely  maintain  their  resistance  to  it  in  the  New ; 
and  that  through  the  confiscation  of  their  goods,  the 
incarceration  of  their  persons,  amidst  all  the  hardships 
of  a  new  settlement  in  the  wilderness,  and  under  all 
the  horrors  of  savage  warfare,  they  would  never  falter 
in  the  assertion  and  maintenance  of  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  "perfect  liberty  in  all  matters  of  religious 
concernment." 

*  The  larger  portion  of  the  early  settlers  were  Friends, 
and  we  find  them  recognized  as  a  religious  body  in 
the  town  as  early  as  1683.  Their  first  meeting-house 
was  bnilt  in  1699,  and  was  located  upon  the  spot  now 
occupied  by  them  at  Apponegansett.  Their  influence 
as  a  sect  can  be  plainly  seen  and  felt  even  now,  and 
much  of  the  high-toned  morality,  generous  and  prac- 
tical philanthropy,  and  pure-minded  Christianity 
which  have  blessed  and  developed  our  people  is 
owing  to  their  religious  teachings. 

Next  to  the  Friends  in  numbers  and  influence 
stood  the  Baptists.  John  Cooke,  whose  name  we 
meet  with  on  the  first  and  on  nearly  every  page  of 
the  early  records  of  the  town  as  a  deputy  and  a  se- 
lectman, filling  various  ofBces  of  trust  and  honor,  was 
a  Baptist  minister  for  many  years.  But  this  same 
town  ofl[icial,  Oct  29,  1670,  was  fiiied  ten  shillings 
"for  breaking  the  Sabbath  by  unnecessary  traveling 
thereon.''  If  the  record  of  the  case  had  been  pre- 
served it  would  have  appeared,  we  think,  that  Elder 
John  Cooke  was  not  a  Sabbath -breaker,  but  traveling 
U|K)n  his  circuit  as  a  Baptist  preiacher. 

Nowhere  upon  the  face  of  the  globe  has  the  prin- 
ciple of  self-government,  the  capacity  and  right  of 
men  to  make  laws  for  themselves  and  regulate  their 
municipal  afiairs,  been  so  fully  illustrated  as  in  the 
early  history  of  New  England.  The  most  perfect 
democracies  that  mankind  has  ever  known  are  found 
in  the  early  New  England  towns.  Their  town-meet- 
ings were  the  places  where  the  whole  body  of  the 
citizens  met,  and  where  were  discussed  with  equal 
freedom  by  every  one  all  topics  of  importance, 
whether  local  or  national,  moral  or  political.  Here 
they  learned  to  understand  their  rights  and  privileges 
as  citizens,  and  acquired  moral  and  intellectual 
strength  to  defend  them.  In  those  days  there  was  no 
centralization  of  official  duties  and  responsibilities 
as  now,  the  government  did  not  rest  upon  a  few,  but 
every  man  was  compelled  to  give  his  time  and  judg- 
ment to  the  administration  of  the  town  affairs.  In 
order  to  secure  that  full  and  prompt  attendance  upon 
the  deliberations  of  the  town  which  the  business  re- 
quired, Dartmouth  voted,  in  July,  1674,  ten  years 
after  its  organization,  "that  all  town-meetings  shall 
begin  nt  ten  o'clock  and  continue  until  the  modera- 
tor duly  release  the  town,  not  exceeding  four  o'clock. 
Also  that  all  such  persons  as  do  neglect  for  a  year  all 
the  town-meetings  shall  forfeit  to  the  town  sixpence 


apiece,  and  for  coming  to  the  meeting  too  ]ate«  three 
pence  an  hour."  ■  ■  ■         " 

No  wonder  that  with  such  rules  our  early  munic- 
ipal aflairs  were  ably  administered.  True,  some  of 
the  legislation  of  the  town  may  seem  to  as  triviali 
for  example,  that  every  householder  shall  kill  twelve 
blackbirds  between  the  months  of  January  and  May 
or  pay  a  penalty  for  the  neglect,  and  that  a  crow 
should  count  for  three  blackbirds,  but  yet  every  in- 
habitant became  most  thoroughly  a  part  of  the  town 
and  identified  in  its  prosperity  and  well-being. 

This  close  attention  to  public  business,  as  might  be 
supposed,  was  at  times  annoying  and  irksome,  and 
efibrts  were  sometimes  made  by  individuals  to  avoid 
these  duties.  In  1751  this  article  was  inserted  in  the 
warrant  of  the  annual  meeting :  "  Whereas  the  East- 
erly and  Westerly  villages  in  said  town,  experience 
teaches,  have  often  neglected  and  omitted  their  duty 
in  coming  to  said  meetings  to  help  carry  on  and  man- 
age the  affairs  of  said  town,  especially  in  the  difficult 
seasons  of  the  year  and  foul  weather  (and  not  In  dan- 
ger of  being  chosen  to  troublesome  offices),  and  so 
have  at  such  times  trusted  and  almost  entirely  re- 
lied and  depended  on  the  Middle  village,  of  which 
the  body  of  the  people  therein  inhabiting  live  remote 
from  said  house,  to  do  all  the  business  of  said  town, 
which  said  Middle  village* is  obliged  to  do  though  a 
hardship,  otherwise  said  town  would  have  incurred 
many  a  fine  for  neglect  of  duty,  the  want  of  grand 
and  petit  jurymen,  and  other  ways  suffered." 

In  order  to  meet  this  difficulty  it  was  voted  to  move 
the  town-house.  But  the  removal  of  the  town-house 
did  not  remedy  the  evils  complained  of,  or,  if  thia 
end  was  attained,  new  evils  arose,  for  the  next  year 
the  selectmen  inserted  an  article  in  the  warrant,  "  To 
see  if  the  persons  who  carried  away  the  town-house 
will  bring  it  back  again  and  set  it  up  in  the  same 
place  where  they  took  it  from,  in  as  good  repair  as  it 
was  when  they  took  it  away,  and  for  the  town  to  act 
on  the  aflTair  as  they  should  think  proper." 

This  town-house  I  infer  was  the  one  voted  in  1789 
to  be  built,  the  dimensions  of  which  were  to  be  "  nine 
feet  between  jointa  and  twenty-two  feet  wide  and 
thirty-six  feet  long,  with  a  chimney  at  one  end,  with 
a  suitable  roof  and  windows  at  the  same." 

The  mode  of  conducting  the  town  business  was 
similar  to  that  now  adopted,  but  the  style  of  some  of 
the  warrants  would  not  be  tolerated  in  these  days. 
It  was  customary  for  the  selectmen  in  calling  a  town- 
meeting  not  only  to  state  the  business  to  be  consid- 
ered, but  also  very  elaborately  to  discuss  the  several 
subjects,  thereby  furnishing  to  the  people  not  only 
the  question  but  the  arguments  in  favor  of  or  against 
it.  It  might  have  been  that  this  full  presentation  of 
the  merits  of  the  case  and  the  reasons  for  action 
elicited  more  attention,  and,  in  the  language  of  the 
old  town  clerks,  was  productive  of  "  large  debate." 
As  an  illustration  of  this  peculiar  and  amusing  fea- 
ture, let  me  quote  from  the  records. 
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Jobn  Bonlen, 

Uarch  nieetiiiK,  1741,  reads  thus,— 

Joaeph  B-rdaa. 

"  Thit  wliartu  mob  oinirHdao  uucli  nboiiDd  -tllrln  idil  (Dwn.miDf 

Jubn  SrifC. 

nnnlnf  4boiil  rrou.  hDaM  »  booH  to  •npiil,  lh.lr  ewa  |>«.ni  ..nl, 

ThCBM  B.IU.- 

BlHnbljr  D*«l«Ilii(  their  hmillo  ■!  bam>,  Kblub  to  Iht  only  cut*  ot 

Bwny'i  fuffirfni  irh.>  ui  nul  npulila  oF  labor,  wblcb  pimollu  l>  lo  lb> 

Thonia.  DrKblmu. 

Gaorta  Urxwiiali, 

tbty  biTtot  Hra.  liafTMl  ir  not  lb*aD|TnaHDrKirclt]r  of  bnad  lu 

Mablubla  Bucrlil. 

■Ud  bxTD,  nixr  U>  pMi  •  loU  U  lafal  ibhUiw  (U  Ibe  bulMlni  ■  work- 

Juuatban  Bulto. 

bouH  in  nld  town  (br  Ihi  HlUiit  ud  Itaflat  u  *ork  all  •ub  pcrwn* 

Oaorca  CUb*d. 

Wbo  mlwiHPd  tfarir  ilm<  m  iboit  lUUd.  vblcb  Hid  lot*  to  ihoutbi  bf 

•11  tbuH  llial  nqoMt  tbt  uma  canoul  ba  ipukiu  ifmlut,  iicqit  by 

B«Uan.ln  Chaca. 

Another  example  of  this  preaeotation  of  reasouH  In 

the  warrant  of  the  selectmen  occum  in  1740,  when  an 

Jacob  Chace. 

effort  was  made  to  divide  the  county  or  create  a  new 

Tli'^MCoTj^a 

county -Beat.    This  question  both  before  and  after  this 

Kaiiuab  Cucnall. 

dat«  engaged  the  attention  of  the  people  of  Dart- 

Joliu Ooruall. 

mouth  for  many  yean.     At  one  time  it  wm  proposed 

Tl,««&,'rnall 

to  divide  the  county  and  join  Tiverton  and  Liule 

Banmal  Cuinldi. 

Compton  with  us  as  a  new  county.     At  another  time 

it  was  proposed  to  change  the  county-seat  lo  Assonet 

Calab  Qiry'a  haln. 

ConrtderOapu. 

finally  settled  in  IS28,  afler  an  aRilation  of  over  one 

hundred  years,  by  making  New  Bedford  a  half-shire 

Ablabal  I>alaiio. 

town.    The  article  in  the  warrant  for  the  town-meet- 

Jooa".^°ltoUno. 

ing  held  in  1746  is  aa  fullows  : 

N allien  Delapn. 

•nl  Ooun  tint  wa  mij  biTsicoualj  ukan  aB  or  mulaaa  Ihlialdsar 

Awnal  Bliar,  MbarwUa  wa  nuat  niiaToldilil;  La  «ipr«ed  to  (s  ud 

Tbooiaa  DalMio. 

la  Ml  onl  tnm  onr  bamc*  to  gat  Uian  bafura  th>  court  aalti,  ■■  llkiirto* 

tb*  lartanam  at  Ui*  eauDt]'  ■ggmdai  Ibt  cut  bj  rauuu  tl'iil  una  oiai 

Uary  Uetoll. 

In  Iba  wkala,  II  will  b<  ladlooi  ind  aipaulia  bi  iilmlnUn,  dofaudaut. 

Jar/aan,  umI  aildaimaa,  but  mora  aaiirclalty  lopoot  wJduwa.nbauaan- 

tBrio  o(  probal.." 

Brlgga  Unrlea. 

It  was  certainly  very  convenient  for  the  people  to 

Jubn  brl. 
lUlpb  Karl. 

have  the  argumenta  all  arranged  for  them  before  Ihey 

were  called  upon  to  vote.     That  our  fathers  took  no 

Wnilambrl-abaln. 

offense  at  this  course  is  evident  from  ita  constant  re- 

John l-lah. 

currence. 

Kdmnnd  freanuio. 

Early  Settlers. —The  following  is  a  list  of  early 

Tliomea  Geb.-ball. 

settlers  and  proprietoiB : 

ilenty  aidlay. 

Abnbun  AkiD.                                   Oilab  Anthony. 

Clirlilupher  Qlflord. 

Jacub  AkiB.                                                Abraham  Aahlcy, 

Euoa  GIITi.rd. 

Joaathao  Akls.                             Ji^   Nuihaiilal  IkbbKt. 

Jo«lib  UKTonl. 

Juaairii  AkiD.                                       Banjaniln  Babcm^k. 

Lo.l  (iilTurd. 

AbiBban  Alias.                                   Uaurga  UabMb. 

ItubalKliir.ird. 

Wmiuu,  Gtir^nl, 

Gaorga  Allan.                                      Jab«  ttirker. 

Incrraaa  Allan.                                         Jo»pb  Barkar. 

Jobn  Allan.                                          Blaphaii  Itackar. 

Juiaph  Allan.                                       Wlllb.u>  Hurkar. 

k'llilii  lUthii.aj. 

JoaUb  Allan.                                       Rlcliud  Utdan. 

Noah  Allan.                                        Iluiii*.ii  Ikidaii. 

JdDiio  llaihniviiy. 

tblllp  Allan.                                       J^Uu  ll.unatt. 

William  Allan.                                    blolaii  il«jlb. 

Zachariab  Allen.                                       Benjauiln  Bunltn. 
William  AlBiy.                                          Sdwaid  Uurdan. 

^""""'7°» 
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Ichabod  Potter. 
John  Potter. 
Nathaniel  Potter. 
Stephen  Potter. 
Stokes  Potter. 
Eleaser  Pratt 
Jonathan  RIcketeon. 
Timothy  RIcketaon. 
^Vllllam  RIcketeon. 
Samuel  Rider. 
William  Rider. 
Daniel  Rogen. 
Philip  Rogen. 
George  Rowee. 
John  RaeMll. 
Jiihn  Rnawil],  Jr. 
Jonathan  Rneeoll. 
Joeoph  Rnnell. 
Joeeph  Rneeell,  Jr. 
Tliomaii  Rnieell. 
llenrj  Sampeon. 
Jamet  Sampeon. 
Jamee  Sampeon,  Jr. 
Joeeph  Sampeon. 
Stephen  Sampeon. 
Daniel  Shearman. 
Edmnnd  Shearman. 
Job  Shearman. 
John  Shearman. 
Joebna  Shearman. 
Peleg  Shearman. 
Philip  Shearman. 
Samnel  Shearman. 
William  Shearman. 
Daniel  Shepherd. 
John  Shepherd. 
Jamee  Siwon. 
Eleazer  Slocnm. 
Gilee  Slocnm. 
Mary  Slocnm. 
Peleg  Slocnm. 
Benjamin  Smith. 
DeliTerance  Smith. 
Rloaser  Smith. 
Eliaehap  Smith. 
Oenhom  Smith. 
Henry  Smith. 
IlepailNih  Smith. 
Hesekiah  Smith. 
Humphrey  Smith. 
Inen-aae  Smith. 
Jndah  Smitli. 
Mary  Smith. 
Peleg  Smith. 
Anion  Snell. 
neiOnmin  Sowle. 
George  Sowle. 
Jacoh  Sowle. 
John  Sowle. 
Jonathan  Sowle. 
Nathaniel  Sowle. 
Timothy  Sowle. 
William  Sowle. 
Benjamin  Spoon er. 
laaae  Spooner. 
John  Spoonor. 
John  Sfwoner,  Jr. 
Micnh  Spooner. 
Nathaniel  Spooner,  Jr. 
Samnel  Spooner. 
Seth  Spooner. 


Walter  Spooner, 
William  Spoonor. 
Joeeph  Stafford. 
John  Snnimera. 
Jacob  Taller. 
Jacoh  Tnber,  Jr. 
John  Taber. 
Jonathan  Taber. 
Joeeph  Taber. 
Philip  Taber. 
Philip  Taber,  Jr. 
Stephen  Taber. 
Thomas  Taber. 
Thomet  Taber,  Jr. 
William  Taber. 
Jonathan  Tallmaii. 
Kbeuexer  Tinkham. 
John  Tinkiiam. 
Peter  Tinkham. 
Elisha  Toliey. 
Elnathan  Tobey. 
Jonathan  Tobey. 
William  Tobey. 
9!aochent  Tobey. 
John  Tompaon. 
Ablal  Tripp. 
Bei^amin  Tripp. 
Ebenexer  Tripp. 
Jamee  Tripp. 
John  Tripp. 

Joeeph  Tripp.  • 

Peleg  Tripp. 
Richard  Tripp. 
Timothy  Tripp. 
Abraham  Tucker. 
Henry  Tucker. 
John  Tucker. 
Joseph  Tucker  and  sons. 
Ohriitopher  Turner. 
Beqjamin  Wait 
Reuben  Wait 
Thomas  Wait. 
Richard  Ward. 
Tliomas  Ward. 
Moses  Washburn. 
Peter  Washburn. 
Eli  Waste. 
Nathan  Waste. 
Joseph  Weaver. 
Bartholomew  West 
Samuel  West 
Stephen  West 
Joseph  Whaien. 
George  White. 
John  White. 
Rogers  Wlilte. 
Samuel  White. 
William  White. 
Sdplo  Wilbour. 
Stephen  Wlloox. 
DMilel  Wilcox. 
Jeremiah  Wilcox. 
Samuel  Wlloox. 
Samuel  Willis. 
Joeeph  Wing. 
Matthew  Wing. 
Daniel  Wood. 
George  Wood. 
George  Wood,  Jr. 
William  Wood. 


CHAPTER    XVI. 

DARTMOUTH.— ( CbnrtNiMfi.) 
DOCUMBNTABT  BISTORT. 

At  the  June  term  of  the  Plymouth  Colony  Coari, 
in  the  year  1664,  it  was  ordered  that  "  all  that  tract 
of  land  commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
Acushena,  Ponagansett,  and  Coaksett,  is  allowed  by 
the  courts  to  be  a  towpship,  and  the  inhabitants 
thereof  have  liberty  to  make  such  orders  as  may  con- 
duce to  their  common  good  in  town  concernments, 
and  that  the  said  town  be  henceforth  called  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Dartmouth." 

Territorial  Limits  of  Dartmouth.— Dartmouth 
was  thus  described  in  the  original,  grant:  "A  tract 
or  tracts  of  land  known  by  the  name  of  Accushena, 
cUicu  Aquset,  entering  in  at  the  western  end  of  Nakata, 
and  to  the  river  Cookset,  cUia$  Ackees,  and  places 
adjacent,  the  bounds  of  which  tract  fully  extend 
three  miles  to  the  eastward  of  the  most  easterly  part 
of  the  river  or  bay  Accushenah  aforesaid,  and  so  along 
the  sea-side  to  the  river  called  Cooksett,  lying  on  the 
west  side  of  Point  Pirril,  and  to  the  westermoet  side 
of  any  branch  of  the  aforesaid  river,  and  extending 
eight  miles  into  the  woods  with  all  marshes,  meadows, 
rivers,  waters,  woods,  appurtenances  thereto  belong- 
ing." » 

1634.    Samuel  Cornell  was  chosen  representative. 

May  29, 1685.  Jonathan  Deline  and  Joseph  Tripp 
are  chosen  debitys;  Seth  Pope,  Jonathan  Bnssell, 
and  Thomas  Taber,  selectmen. 

It  was  further  agreed  at  the  said  Town  Meeting 
the  29*^  May  1685  that  for  the  repairing  of  the  high- 
ways the  village  of  Conset  shall  extend  so  far  as 
Peleg  Slocums  and  ponagansett  village  from  thence 
to  Hezekiah  Smiths  and  that  Cokset  village  shall 
repare  the  rodways  from  the  westermoet  sid  of  this 
township  to  the  east  sid  of  Nocachak  river  and  pon- 
agansett from  thence  into  the  east  sid  of  the  next 
swamp  to  the  east  of  the  next  swamp  which  is  about 
the  midway  between  the  mill  and  Cushnet  and  acush- 
net  village  to  repare  from  thence  to  the  east  side  of 
this  township,  it  is  further  ordered  at  the  town 
meeting  the  29*^  May  1685  that  whereas  it  doth  ap- 
pear that  Indian  Robben  living  at  Saconet  did  kill  a 
wolf  some  time  this  last  year  within  the  township  of 
Dartmouth  that  he  shall  have  six  shillings  paid  unto 
him  out  of  the  town  rate  by  the  constable  at  some 
convenient  time  after  the  making  of  this  year's  rate 
and  that  any  Indian  or  Indians  that  shall  kill  any 
wolves  or  bares  hereafter  within  this  township  and 
bring  the  heads  of  said  wolf  or  bare  to  the  constable 
shall  have  six  shillings  paid  unto  him  or  them  for 
etch  wolf  or  bare  so  killed.  Also  ordered  that  the 
English  shall  have  teen  shillings  for  the  killing  of  a 
wolf  or  a  bare  within  this  township  paid  out  of  the 
town  rate  by  the  constable. 

I  Bayliee*  New  Plymouth,  Part  II.  p.  881. 
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Feb.  4,  1685.  At  a  town  meadng  held  in  D«rt- 
mouth  4*^  of  Feb.  1686  John  Cook,  Solh  Pope 
and  Joseph  Tripp  are  chosen  A  jants  to  apear  at 
month  Ck>urt  Next  to  be  holden  at  New  plymot  and 
there  to  mak  answer  to  said  Oonrt  In  the  T6wn'a  be- 
half for  the  Towns  not  making  of  a  Rate  of  twenty 
pounds  this  year  for  the  inoorr^gment  of  a  minister 
to  preach  the  words  of  Qod  amongst  them. 

May  24,  1686.  At  a  town  meeting  the  S4  ICay, 
1686,  John  Cook  chose  Debtty  Joseph  Seth  Pope 
and  four  others,  Deline,  Seleotmte,  James  SIsson 
Constable  Recompense  Grand  Jury  men.  John 
Spooner,  John  Shearman  and  Qeoige  Gadman  sur- 
veyors of  the  highways.  It  is  also  ordered  that  all  oar 
Town  meetings  shall  be  held  at  or  near  the  mill  in 
Dartmouth  until  the  town  sees  cause  to  order  it 
otherwise. 

May  22, 1674.  At  a  town  meeting  the  22^  of  May 
in  the  year  1674  John  Cook  was  chosen  debity  Arthur 
Hathaway  Grandjuryman  William  cad  Oonstable 
John  Russell  iams  Shaw  and  William  Palmer  select- 
men. Daniel  Willcox,  Peleg  Sharman  and  Samuel 
Cudbard  surveyors  and  James  Shaw  Clerk. 

July  22, 1674.  At  a  town  meeting  22**  July  1674 
it  is  ordered  that  all  our  town  meetings  dpe  beglnne 
at  ten  of  ye  clocke  and  to  continue  untill  ye  moder- 
ator doly  release  the  town  not  exceeding  four  of  ye 
clock. 

It  is  all  so  ordered  that  all  such  persons  as  doe 
necklectt  to  a  yeer  all  the  town  meetings  shall  for- 
fitt  to  the  town  1  shilling  and  six  pence  a  peoe  and 
for  coming  to  meeting  to  Catt  three  pence  an  hoar. 

It  is  also  ordered  that  the  town  darke  shall  gather 
up  all  a  for  said  finnes  and  shall  have  ye  on  hullfe  of 
them  for  his  pains  and  in  ceace  any  doe  reftiae  to  pay 
them  returne  the  neame  to  ye  town. 

It  is  ordered  by  the  towne  by  Tote  that  there  shall 
be  no  alternative  in  the  mile  of  for  this  following 
year. 

Henry  Tucker  Joseph  Tripp  and  Jeames  Shaw  are 
chosen  reatters  for  this  following  year. 

May  24, 1686.  A  list  of  the  names  of  the  Towns- 
men of  Dartmouth  who  have  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity 
or  freemen's  oath. 


John  Cook 
John  Russell :  Sq. 
John  Smith 
Samuel  Jene:  Sener 
Arthur  Hathaway 
William  Woods 
James  Sampson 
John  Shearman 
Seth  Pope 
Joseph  Tripp 
Jonathan  Russell 
Jonathan  Delano 
Thomas  Taber 
Samuel  Comwell 


James  Sisson 
John  Spooner 
Nathaniel  Soule 
John  Terry 
Eleazer  Smith 
Return  Babcock 
William  Spooner 
Lettice  Jeney 
George  Cadman 
James  Triple 
Samuel  Jeney,  Jr. 
John  Hathaway 
Josiah  Smith 
Joseph  Russell 


Heiekiah  Smith 
Deliveranoe  Smith 
- —  Shearman 

Howland 

John  Earl 
Ralph  Earl,  Jon. 
Ralph  Earl,  son  of 
Earl 


Stephen  Ptekham 
WillUm  Mwsomber 
Samuel  WiHeoek** 
Jamea  Franklin 
Samuel  Spooner 
William  Wood 
Wm.    Anthony  Savoiy. 


July  29,  1709.  Henry  Howland  waa  agreed  with 
to  midce  a  pair  of  atooka  and  whipping  poat 

June  7, 1728.  Darid  Shepherd  to  ha?e  "  ten  poonda 
fortheyear'aaenrioetobei^OO^aquarter.*'  P^nona 
that "  improve  the  respectiTo  that  are  provided  by  the 
general  court  ahall  pay  them  their  wages,  and  all  the 
others  are  hereby  exempted."    Ohrlatopher  Faunee 

and 


%'  nt   •;  1 1  ri 


was  presented  for  a  "grammar 
accepted. 

Dec.  16, 1746.  Town  petitioned  "  the  Oreat  and 
General  Coart*'  that  a  "New  Coanty  may  be  taken 
off  or  made  on  thia  side  of  Assonet  RlTer.** 

(That  part  of  the  warrant  for  the  meeting  Dec  16, 
1746,  that  haa  reference  to  the  county  matter  la  aa 
follows.)  To  consult  and  Tote  something  with  respect 
to  petitioning  the  Qetieral  Court  q^  we  may  hare  a 
County  Taken  off  of  Made  on  thisaido  AsMmrt  RlTer, 
otherwise  we  must  unavoidably  be  obliged  to  go  and 
our  children  after  ua  for  what  we  know  to  Tknnton 
which  will  be  upwards  of  thirty-fiTO  milea  distant 
for  many  of  said  Inhabitants,  which  will  be  in  the 
extreme  tedious  and  ezpeasi?e,  it  being  too 
fiur  to  set  out  from  our  Homes  to  get  there  beibre  the 
Court  setts,  aa  likewise  the  of  the  Coanty  agra- 

vates  the  case  by  reason  that  one  case  most  wait  for 
another  and  is  at  times  the  oocaaion  of  a^ioom- 
ments. 

In  the  whole  it  will  be  tedious  and  ezpenalTe  to 
Plat,  defend  Jurymen  and  Evidencea.  But  more  es- 
pecially to  poor  widows  who  are  oft  Umea  obliged  to 
go  se?eral  times  before  an  estate  can  be  settled  with 
the  judge  of  probate. 

1782,  February  the  ninth  day  1781  or  1782,  then 
rec'd  of  Robert  Kirby,  of  Dartmouth,  in  New  Eng- 
land the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  cur- 
rent money  of  New  England,  or  bills  of  credit  from 
him,  due  to  me  and  in  full  payment  and  being  in  ftiU 
for  a  bond  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  In  money, 
baring  date  February  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1781 
from  R.  Kirby  to  me  tlie  s'  Wate,  in  witness  whereof 
I  the  s*  Wate  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal 
this  ninth  day  of  February  in  the  year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  thirty-one  or  thirty-two  A  the 
fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  George  the  Second  King  of 
Great  Britain  &c,  signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in 
presence  of 

Nathaniel  Soule. 

Johnathan  Gifford.  Benjamin  AVate. 

Bristol  vs.  To  the  constable  or  constables  of  Dart- 
mouth or  either  of  them  greeting  these  are  in  hia 
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majesties  name  to  require  you  to  notify  all  the  free- 
holders and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  afores'  that 
arc  qualified  as  the  law  directs  to  vote  in  town  mect- 
infrs  thnt  thoy  meet  together  all  the  town  house  in 
So.  Dartmouth  on  Tuesday  the  second  of  July  then 
and  there  to  act  on  the  following  particular.  First  to 
agree  with  the  town  treasurer  what  he  shall  have  for 
his  service  this  ensuing  year.  Secondly  to  call  the 
committee  to  an  account  that  was  chosen  to  make  up 
accounts  with  the  trustees  &  town  treasurer  and  former 
selectmen.  Thirdly  to  conclude  wether  or  not  to  re- 
turn Stephen  Peckham's  fine  for  not  serving. 

The  foregoing  report  of  the  committee  was  ac- 
cepted by  a  unanimous  vote  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
persons  present. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  Wat  and  the  Honorable  Walter 
Spooner,  Esq.,  are  unanimously  chosen  delegates  for 
the  town  of  Dartmouth  to  represent  them  in  conven- 
tion convened  to  meet  at  Boston  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  June  next.  The  foregoing  Report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  accepted  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifly-two  persons  present. 

March  23  1734  Ye  23*  of  ye  month  called  March 
173}  voted,  that  such  vilage  shall  have  free  toleration 
to  elect  a  school  master  for  each  vilage,  to  be  paid  by 
a  rate  upon  each  vilage  if  the  said  vilages  see  cause 
to  elect  one,  Sc  that  vilage  which  shall  clear  the  town 
of  being  fined  for  want  of  a  grammar  school  master,  by 
procuring  a  lawfull  one,  shall  receive  ten  pounds  to 
bo  paid  by  the  whole  town  in  general  &  that  every 
person  or  persons  in  each  of  s*  vilages  shall  have  free 
access  or  liberty  to  send  their  children  to  s*  master 
for  benifittof  the  lattin  tongue  but  no  other:  at  an 
annual  meeting  in  March  1733,  voted — ^That  William 
Lake  as  grammar  school  master  at  forty  five  pounds 
pr  annum :  Voted, — ^That  all  people  who  receive 
benifitt  of  ye  s*  schoolmaster,  by  sending  their  chil- 
dren, shall  frankly  give  s*  master  their  proportionable 
part  of  his  dqet,  washing  &  lodging — also  he  shall  be 
removed  by  order  of  the  selectmen. 

William  Palmer  is  accepted  off  by  a  vote  of  the 
town  as  a  school  master  at  fifty  pounds  a  year  in  the 
old  tenor  and  the  town  shall  find  him  and  he  to  have 
liberty  to  teach  the  art  of  navigation. 

Slavery.— Dec.  24  1736  July  9  1770  Wheras  Elna- 
than  Sampson  of  Dartmouth  in  the  County  of  Bristol, 
&  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England, 
Blacksmith  did  on  the  Eighth  Day  of  November  A.D. 
1869,  at  public  auction  purchase,  buy  and  become 
possessed  of  a  negro  man,  slave  named  Venter  aged 
about  forty  five  years  as  may  appear  by  a  Bill  of 
Sale  of  said  negro,  given  to  the  said  Elnathan  Samp- 
son, by  Job  Williams  a  Dcbuty  Sheriff,  in  said  County 
of  Bristol,  who  waathen  taken  and  sold  by  virtue  of  a 
Writ  of  Execution  wherein  one  Daniel  Russell  was 
creditor  and  one  Jeremiah  Child  debtor,  as  the  proper 
Estate  of  tlie  said  Jeremiah  Childs,  before  the  said 
sale — and  the  said  Elnathan  Sampson  did  afterwards 


convey  one  half  of  the  said  negro  to  John  Chaffee  of 
said  Dartmouth  =  Spermacetti  Manufacturer — 

These  are  therefore  to  certify  whomsoever  it  may 
concern,  that  be  the  said  Elnathan  Sampson  A  John 
Chaffee  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  twenty 
one  pounds — six  shillings  &  five  pence,  lawfull  money 
of  s'  Province  to  us  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  negro 
man  Venture,  the  receipt  whereof  we  hereby  acknowl- 
edge, have  acquitted  &  renounced  all  Right,  Title  or 
Interest,  whatever  in  and  to  said  negro,  Sc  do  hereby 
set  him  at  full  liberty  to  act  his  own  will  from  the 
rate  hereof  forever.  In whereof  we  have  here- 
unto set  our  hand  and  seal  this  170|  22  day  of  Janu- 
ary— Daniel  Shepherd  was  agreed  with  to  be  one 
town  school  master  for  the  year  following  and  to 
have  £18,  and  his  did  for  his  services  for  the  year. 

It  is  also  ordered  at  said  meeting  that  every  house- 
holder being  a  planter,  shall  kill  12  black  bird,  be- 
tween the  first  day  of  January  and  the  middle  of  May 
yearly  on  pain  of  forfeiting  three  halfpence  for  every 
bird  they  shall  neglect  killing  of  s'  number,  s*  for- 
feitures to  be  added  to  such  persons  town  rate  yearly, 
to  be  paid  into  the  town  stock,  and  further  it  is 
ordered,  that  every  black  bird  that  shall  be  killed 
within  the  town,  within  the  times  limited  over  the 
number  of  12  to  each  planter  as  above,  ahall  be  paid 
1  peny  out  of  the  town  stock,  or  be  abated  out  of  the 
rate  in  the  next  town  rate.  It  is  also  ordered  that 
each  crow  that  shall  be  killed  within  said  time  yearly, 
shall  be  scorred  for  three  black  birds.  It  is  also 
ordered  that  Joseph  Tripp,  Matthew  Wing,  Natb. 
Howland,  John  Russell,  and  Isaac  Spooner  be  the 
persons  to  take  account  of  what  birds  are  killed  in 
the  town  and  give  an  account  yearly  to  the  Select- 
men so  that  the  penaltie  may  be  paid  on  such  as  are 
negligent  and  money  may  be  raised  to  pay  them  that 
kill  more  than  their  number. 

It  is  ordered  that  there  shall  be  a  law  book  bought 
for  the  town's  use  and  be  paid  for  out  of  the  town  rate 
assessed. 

Ninth  day  of  July  in  the  Tenth  of  his  Miyesty's 
Reign  Anno  Domini  1770,  signed  and  sealed  in  pres- 
ence of 

Edward  Pope    Elisha  Tobey 

Francis  Rotch    Elnathan  Sampson 
John  Chaffee 

July  9*^  1770  Personally  appeared  Elnathan  Samp- 
son and  John  Chaffee  &  acknowledged  this  Instru- 
ment to  be  there  act  and  deed  before  me,  Elisha 
Tobey  Just,  of  the  Peace. 

Recorded  by  me  this  18**  dayof  July  1770 

Benjamin  Aikin,  Town  Clerk. 

August  9**,  1780.— Warrant  for  voting  for  Gov.  A 
L't-Gov.  &  Councillors  &  Senators.  This  is  the  first 
warrant  under  the  new  constitution. 

Sep't  4,  1780.— Votes.  Jn«  Hancock  Gov'  79. 
Th»  bushing  54.  L't  Gov.  Walter  Spooner  A  Tho 
Durfee,  sen  &  C4)un.  66  votes.    George  Leonard  62. 

There  was  of  Coun.  no  opposition  ticket. 
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December  y'  —  day  1788.— For  the  choice  of  Eep- 
reBentativea  for  to  go  to  CoDgreas:  Plitiniial  Bialiop 
eigbt  votes.  George  Leonard  hod  eix  votes,  tilao  nl 
e&id  meetiog  choone  Electora  (vii.)  Holder  Slocuin 
had  DiDe.  Pbanual  Bishop  Dine  voten.  David  Cobb 
had  three  votee.  Walter  Spooner  had  3  votou.  Wil- 
liam I  I  had  2  Totex. 

Eecorded  hy  Benjamin  Akiu, 
'Jbw»  CUri. 


CHAPTER    XVII. 

D  A  KTHOUTn.— (  OmOnMii.) 


WAB  or  TBB 


Dartuoxttu  wob  in  no  respect  belilnd  her  aister 
towns  of  MaasnchuBHtts  in  deyotion  and  sacrifice  to 
the  cause  of  liberty.  She  contributed  freely  in  men 
and  money,  and  although  we  find  in  the  military  an- 
naia  of  the  period  no  uumea  of  distinction  belonging; 
to  the  town,  yet  we  know  that  lier  people  were  thor- 
oughly in  sympathy  with  tbe  Revolution.  On  the 
nineteenth  day  of  September,  1768,  Waller  Spooner 
was  appointed  by  the  town  to  represent  it  in  Faneuil 
Hall,  Boston,  to  consider  what  wise  and  prudent 
measures  ubould  be  adopud  to  prevent  the  distrena 
and  misery  which  were  liitely  to  come  upon  tliem  by 
reason  of  tbe  number  of  regular  troops  to  be  quar- 
tered in  MaMachuaette,  In  1774  a  towii-raeoling  was 
called  "  to  take  into  the  most  mature  and  serious  con- 
aideration  the  melancholy  and  diatreasing  situation  of 
public  aflain  of  this  province,  and  to  adopt  and  pur- 
Bue  all  those  rational  and  justifiable  metboda  whith, 
by  the  blessings  of  heaven  att«nding  our  endeavors, 
will  have  the  greatest  tendency  to  remove  from  us 
and  our  fellow-auHerers  those  troubles  wc  feel  und 
tear  under  the  present  frowns  of  tlie  British  adniin- 


The  town-meeting  was  held  July  18.  1774.  Hon. 
Walter  Spooner,  Benjamin  Akin,  Esq.,  William  Davis, 
William  Tallman,  Maj.  Ebeneier  Willis,  Jireb  Willis, 
Seth  Pope,  Seth  Hathaway,  and  Hannaniah  Cornish 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  and  draw  up 
what  tbey  should  deem  moat  proper  as  expressing  the 
»enae  of  the  meeting,  and  report  in  the  afternoon  fur 
the  town's  couaiderutiun.  Tbe  report  of  these  gentle- 
men was  accepted.  It  was  voted,  "That  we  are 
grieved  at  being  necessitated  to  act  a  part  which  at 
first  view  appears  unfriendly  with  respect  to  our 
manufacturing  brethren  and  friends  in  Great  Itritain 
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and  Ireland;  but  we  trust  we  Hliall  readily  be excuted 
by  ibem  when  tbey  consider  that  this  part  of  onr 
wnduct  is  wholly  designed,  and  In  our  judgment  will 
have  the  greatest  tendency  of  anything  in  our  power, 
to  save  both  them  and  us  from  Itonitage  and  tUtviry^ 
for  upon  mature  consldoratiuii  we  judge  the  auveral 
late  unconstitutional  acts  of  the  British  Parliament 
have  a  direct  tendency  to  destroy  tbe  harmony  wbicli 
has  subsisted  among  all  the  British  subjects,  and  to 
entirely  abolish  tbe  English  Constitution  nod  form  of 
govcrnmeni;  and  therefore,  aa  the  most  proLiabla 
means  to  prevent  those  destructive  purposes,  we  iinita 
with  our  American  brethren,  and 

" Retohe,  That  we  will  not  purchase  any  goods 
manufactured  in  Great  Britain  aud  Ireland  wliicli 
ahalt  be  imported  from  tlience  alter  this  day ;  that  we 
will  not  purchase  any  English  goods  of  any  hawker  or 
peddler;  that  we  will  not  purcliase  any  foreign  teas 
whatever;  that  we  wilt  not  export  any  flax-aeud  to 
any  foreign  market;  that  we  do  uuquiescu  in  tbo  na- 
ture and  necessity  of  raising  our  proportion  »f  uiunejr 
to  pay  the  Congress  and  to  raise  the  saiue  by  sub- 
acription,  and  tliat  these  rcaolvea  do  remain  in  foruo 
so  long  as  the  present  grievous  ads  of  tbe  British 
Parliament  rumuin  unrepeuled." 

At  this  meeting  n  committee  of  correspondence  was 
chosen  to  act  with  other  committees  in  America. 
And  also  a  resolve  was  passed  advancing  "  the  town's 
proportion  of  the  money  to  pay  the  committee  of 
Congress." 

In  tbe  county  congress,  held  at  Taunton,  the  same 
year,  "  to  devise  and  act  o[i  such  measures  as  the  exi- 
genciea  of  the  times  require,"  the  town  was  ably  and 
patriotically  represented. 

Not  tbe  men  ulono,  but  the  women  of  Dartmouth 
fully  entered  into  the  resolutions  of  non-intercourse 
with  Great  Britain.  Tbey  bad  their  League  Society, 
which  was  more  exacting  in  tbe  observance  of  its 
principles  than  tbe  Ladies'  League  Associations  of 
tbe  present  day.  In  January,  1774,  fifty-seven  ladies 
of  Bedford  village  had  a  meeting  at  which  they  en- 
tered into  an  agreement  not  to  use  any  more  India 
tea;  and  having  heard  tltut  a  gentleman  there  had 
lately  bought  some,  they  requested  he  would  imme- 
dtately  return  it.  This  request  he  cojnpliud  witli, 
whereupon  tbe  ladies  treated  him  with  a  glow  of 
"thiscountry  wine"  aud  dismissed  him,  highly  pleasod 
with  his  exemplary  conduct,  A  number  of  gentle- 
men present  gave  him  three  cheers  In  approbation  of 
his  noble  behavior. 

This  occurred  six  months  prior  to  tbe  action  of  the 
lown-meeting,  and  doubtless  contributed  much  iu 
forming  the  public  sentiment  of  the  town. 

Buvolntionaiy  Soldiers.— The  following  list  of 
soldiers,  etc.,  is  taken  from  Daniel  Rickelsnn's  excel-  ■ 
lent  "History  of  New  licdford,"  published  in  1858. 
These  lista  were  furnished  Mr,  RickeLaon  by  Thoniua 
Kemplon. 
The  fallowing  is  "  a  muster-roll  of  the  compaajr 
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under  the  command  of  Capt.  Thomas  Kempton,  in 
Col.  Danielson's  regiment,  to  the  Ist  of  August,  1775 :" 
Thomas  Kcmpton,  captain ;  AmasaSoper,  first  lieu- 
tenant; John   OhaJwick,  second  Heutonant;  John 
Swifl,  George  Brownell,  Thomas  West,  John  Sullings, 
sergeants;  James  Spooner,  Robert  Crosman,  Elijah 
Allen,  Paul  Weston,  corporals ;  Obed  Cushman,  fifer ; 
Simeon  Fuller,  drummer ;  Benjamin  Adams,  Eleazer 
Allen,  Joshua  Austin,  David  Babcock,  Noah  Ball, 
Jabez  Bennet,  Thomas  Ben  net,  Jonathan  Bradshaw, 
Prince  Brownell,  Gamaliel  Bryant,  Jessey  Burt,  John 
Coggeshall,  William  Counts,  Robert  Orosman,  Jr., 
Louis  De  Moranvillc,  Thomas  Eskridge,  John  Gam- 
mons, Phineas  Hammond,  Roger  Hammond,  George 
Haskins,  David  Hathaway,  John  Hathaway,  Lemuel 
Hathaway,    David    Kentch,    Silas    Kirby,    Robert 
Knowlton,  David  Lewis,  Humphrey  Macomber,  Pre- 
served   Merrihew,  Jonathan    Mosher,  Jacob  Mott, 
Isaac  Noble,  John  Ormsby,  Silas  Perry,  Peter  Phil- 
lips, Peter  Sands,  Daniel  Sherman,  John  Sherman, 
Lemuel  Sherman,  John   Solomon    (Indian),  John 
Spooner,  Giles  Tallman,  Joseph    Trafford,  Lettice 
Washburn,  Nathan  Waste,  privates;  amounting  to 
fifly-eight,  all  from  Dartmouth,  with  the  exception 
of  three, — Louis  De  Moranville,  Freetown  ;  Phineas 
Hammond,  Rochester ;  and  David  Lewis,  Rhode  Is- 
land.   The  time  of  enlistment  was  in  the  month  of 
May,  1776.    The  time  of  service,  with  a  few  excep- 
tions, was  three  months ;  the  shortest,  one  month  and 
twelve  days.    Their  headquarters  was  Roxbury  ;  the 
allowance,  one  penny  per  mile  for  travel ;  greatest 
distance  of  travel,  sixty-nine  miles;  least,  fifty-seven. 
The  amount  the  captain  received  for  this  campaign 
waM  £18  10^.  IXd.;  the  first  lieutenant,  £12  16«.  4(/.; 
the  second  lieutenant,  £10  IBs.  dd,\  the  four  sergeants, 
£1  15j».  7r/.,  £5  9«.,  £6,  16«.  7d,,  £5  2$.  IJd.;  the  four 
corporals,  £4  12if.  2d,,  £2  IBs.  Sd.,  £5  8«.,  £3  1«. ;  the 
fifer,  £4  10«.  lOd, ;  the  drummer,  £5  d«.    These  were 
the  amounts  paid  after  deducting  what  had    been 
charged  for  supplies.    The  difference  in  the  amounts 
paid  to  the  officers,  as  well  as  the  privates,  was  mainly 
owing  to  the  greater  or  less  supplied  them.    This 
old  muster-roll  contains  twenty-three  columns  under 
the  following  heads,  viz.:  "Men's  names,"  "Towns 
whence  they  came,''  "  Rank,"  "  Time  of  enlistment," 
"Travell,"  "Amount  at  Id.  a  mile,"  "Time  of  ser- 
vice," "  Whole  amount,"  "Guns,"  "By  whom  sup- 
plyed,"  "  Price,"  "  Bayonets,"  "  Of  whom  received," 
"Price,"  "Cartridge-boxes,"  "Of  whom   received," 
"  Price,"      "  Cloathing."     "  Of     whom     received," 
"Amount,"   "Advance  Wages,"  " Blankets  received 
more  than  entitled  to  by  enlistment,"  "  Amount  of 
deduction,"  "  Iklance."    The  amount  paid  for  travel, 
£14  5«.  lOd.    The  whole  amount  allowed  each  private 
before  discount  ranged  from  a  little  more  than  £4  to 
£6  10«.    The  number  of  guns  supplied  was  twenty- 
six, — amount  for  same,  £41  10«. ;  four  bayonets,  with 
sheaths  and  belts,  supplied  by  Jireh  Swift,  amounting 
to  8«.  2d, ;  thirty  cartridge-boxes,  supplied  by  Jireh 


Swift,  amounting  to  £6  7b.  Qd. ;  twenty-seven  pain  of 
shoes  and  one  cap,  supplied  by  Jireh  Swift  and  Com- 
missary Blaney,  the  shoes  at  0$.  and  the  cap  2ff.y 
amounting  to  £8  4«.;  the  amount  paid  for  advance 
wages  £2  each,  excepting  the  captain  and  two  lieur 
tenants, — £108 :  the  whole  expense  amounting  to  £889 
lis.  9id. ;  the  balance,  £227  28.  lid. 

Capt.  Kempton  was  a  descendant  from  Manasseh 
Kempton,  one  of  the  early  proprietors  of  Dartmouth, 
and  the  father  of  Thomas  Kempton.  Previously  to 
this  period  (1776)  Capt.  Kempton  had  been  master  of 
a  whaling- vessel  from  this  port,  and  a  large  portion 
of  those  who  enlisted  in  his  company  had  been  his 
sailors.  Capt.  Kempton  had  previously  received  a 
commission  as  ensign  of  the  militia  from  Governor 
Hutchinson,  bearing  date  May  18;  1778.  Subsequent 
to  his  command  of  the  Dartmouth  company  at  Rox- 
bury, he  received  the  commission  of  lieutenant-colo- 
nel, but  owing  to  a  failure  of  health  he  left  service  at 
the  evacuation  of  Boston  by  the  British  troops.  He 
was  born  April  20, 1740,  and  died  Jan.  27,  1806,  in 
his  sixty-sixth  year.  Of  the  two  other  oompanies 
from  Dartmouth  that  joined  the  Revolutionary  army, 
one  was  commanded  by  Capt.  Egery,  of  Fairhaven, 
and  the  other  by  Capt.  Benjamin  Dillingham,  of 
Acushnet : 


Botijfunin  Ab«I  (Indiiin),  1776. 
B«njiiinln  Adams,  1775,  m.  m.^ 
KlMxer  Allen,  1776,  m.  m. 
Elijah  Allen,  1776,  m.  m. 
Moah  Allen,  1781. 
Prince  Almey  (African),  1781. 

Ameebrey,  1778. 

John  Amey,  1779. 
John  Auitin,  1770. 
Joflhna  Ansiln,  1770,  n.  m. 
Beivl.  Dnboock,  Jr.,  1776, 1778, 1780. 
DaTicI  Dadcock,  1776,  m.  m. 
Benjamin  Baker,  1778,  m.  m.,  1779. 
Noah  Ball,  1776,  m.  m. 
Worth  Bates,  1778-81. 
Weston  Bedon,  1778, 1780. 
Jabez  Bennet,  1776,  m.  m. 
Joi.  Bonnet,  1776,  m.  m.,  1779-80. 
Thomas  Bennet,  1776,  m.  m. 
Thomas  Berry,  1776,  m.  m. 
Btonghton  Booth,  1778. 
Thomas  Booth,  1778. 
Jonathan  Bradshaw,  1776,  m.  m. 
George  Brownell,  1776,  m.  ra. 
Prince  Brownell,  1776,  m.  m. 
Robert  Brownell,  1770-80. 
Gamaliel  Bryant,  ensign,  1776,  m. 

m. 
Joflse  Bnsh,  1776,  m.  m. 
John  Cliadwick,  ensign,  1776,  m.  m. 
James  Gliandler,  1778, 1880. 
Ebeneser  Chase,  1780-81. 
Chts.  Cliurch,  llent,  1778, 1780-81. 
Geo.  Clajchorn,  capt.,  1778, 1780-81. 
John  Cufcgeehall,  1776,  m.  m.,  1778- 

80. 
Jospph  Oook,  1780. 
Richard  (Xiok,  177H,  1780. 
Thomas  Cook,  1780. 
Thunias  Crandon,  capt,  1778-70. 


Robert  Oroasman,  1776,  m.  m. 

Edward  Crowell,  1778. 

DaTld  Onshman,  1781. 

Jaben  Daniel,  1776,  m.  m.,  1778, 

1780. 
John  Dftyton,  1778. 
CalTin  Delano,  capt,  1778-82. 
Henry  Delano,  1780. 
Thomas  Delano,  1780. 
John  Derenon,  1778. 
DaTld  DeTol,  1780. 
Joseph  Devn],  1770, 1782. 
Solomon  Dick  (African),  1782. 
BeiiJ.  Dillingham,  e»pt^  1776,  m.  m. 
John  Dophsnn,  1776,  m.  m. 
Beiiajah  Dnnham,  1776,  m.  m.,  1776, 

1780-81. 
Benjamin  Kills,  1776,  m.  m. 
Thomas  Sskredga,  1776,  m.  ra. 
Jeremiah  Exceen,  1778-79. 
Joseph  Francis,  1780-81. 
Simeon  Fuller,  1776,  m.  m. 
John  Gelat,  IHS,  1780. 
George  Gilford,  1776. 
LotI  Giflbrd,  in9. 
Lewis  Giflbrd,  1779, 1781. 
Jeremiah  Greene,  1779. 
Thomas  Greetiway,  1780-81. 
Cornelius  GHnnell.  1780. 
DaTld  Hammond,  1780. 
Jabes  Hammond,  1780. 
Phinehas  Hammond,  1776,  m.  m.  - 
Roger  Hammond,  1776,  m.  n. 
DaTld  Handy,  1780. 
George  Uasklus,  1776,  m.  m. 
Shnraoh  Haskins,  1778. 
Arthnr  Hathaway,  1780. 
DaTid  Hathaway,  1776,  m.  m. 
Eleaier  Hathaway,  1777. 
Gideon  Hathaway,  1778. 
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Imm  Hathttway,  IHS,  1780-«1. 

Jabes  Ilathaway,  1778. 

Jacob  Hathawajr,  1780. 

John  Hatliawaj,  1776,  m.  m. 

Lemuel  Hathaway,  1776,  m.  m. 

S/Wanua  Hathaway,  1770. 

George  Hitch,  1780. 

Bamuel  Uowlaod,  1776,  m.  m. 

Juhu  Humphrey,  177A. 

Nathaniel  lugniham,  1780. 

Paul  lugralium,  1778, 1780. 

Thomaai  Ingnthum,  1776,  m.  m. 

William  Jap«B,  1778. 

Xlnatlian  Jeuiie,  1776,  m.  m. 

John  Jenne. 

Prince  Jenne,  1779-80. 

Seth  Jenne,  1780. 

Timothy  Jenne,  1778-79. 

Manaaaeh  Keinpton,  col.,  1778. 

Obed  Kempton,  1778,  1780. 

Thoe.  Kempton,  capt.,  1776 ;  lieut- 

col.,  1770. 
William  Kempton,  1782. 
]>avi(I  Kenleth,  1776,  m.  m. 
Bobert  Knowltou,  1776,  m.  m. 
Jonathan  Lawton,  1778-79. 
DaTid  Lewea,  1776,  m.  m. 
Jabes  Lumbar,  1778. 
Taber  Lumbar,  1778. 
Humphrey  Macomber,  1776,  m.  m. 
Preserved  Merrihew,  1776. 
Elkannah  Mitchell,  1779. 
Loula  De  Morauville,  1776,  m.  m. 
Michael  Muaher,  1779. 
Samuel  Naah,  1780. 
Isaac  Noble,  1776,  ra.  m. 
Bobert  Nulien,  des.,  1775,  m.  m. 
Gideon  Nye,  1781. 
Benjamin  Obadiah  (Indian),  1779. 
John  Omey,  1778-79. 
Daniel  Ormsby,  1778. 
John  Ormsby,  1776,  m.  ro. 
Avery  Parker,  capt.,  1778. 
John  pHrkea,  1778-79. 
William  Pease,  1780. 
Pompey  Peckbam  (AfHcau),  1780- 

81. 
Henry  Perkins,  1780. 
Paul  Perry,  1778-70. 
Silas  Perry,  1776,  m.  m. 
Peter  Phillips,  1775,  m.  m.,  1778, 

1880. 
Peter  Pon  (Indian),  1780-81. 
David  Pope,  1770, 1778. 
Stephen  Potter,  1778, 1780. 
Thunitun  Potter,  1780-81. 
James  Pratt,  1778. 
Ebonexer  Primes  (African),  1781. 
Ellas  PrlniMS,  1781. 
William  Kolilnson,  1780. 
Gideon  Bodgers,  1780. 
William  B<>dgers,  1780. 
William  Bum,  1780. 
James  Kouse,  1778. 
Elkannah  Byder,  1778. 
Ezekiel  Byder,  1770. 
Baines  Samroons,  1779. 
Peter  Sands,  1775,  m.  m. 
Martin  Seek  his,  1778. 
Daniel  Shearman,  1775,  m.  m. 
John  Shearman,  1755,  m.  m. 


L«oinel  ShMimuui,  1776,  m.  m. 
JoMph  Shockly,  1780-Sl. 
Amoa  BimiiioDa,  lleutatuunt,  1770. 
John  Skiff,  flfer,  1776,  m.  m.,  1779, 

1781. 
niaha  Smith,  177«,  ITtO,  m.  m. 
Jonatbao  Smith,  1776,  m.  m.,  1780- 

81. 
Jotiah  Smith,  1781. 
Thomas  Smith,  1778, 1780. 
John  Solomon  (Indian),  1776,  m.  m. 
Amaaa  Sopor,  UeuteuAnt,  1776,  m. 

m. 
Doqjamin  Spooner,  drummar,  1775, 

m.  m. 
Cornel  I  ua  Spoouer,  1779. 
David  Spooner,  1778, 1780. 
Jamet  Spooner,  1776,  m.  m. 
Joduthan  Spooner,  1776,  m.  m. 
John  Spooner,  1776,  m.  m. 
Slmpaon  Spooner,  1775,  m.  m. 
Charlet  Stetson,  1780. 
Jaoob  Strange,  1780. 
John  SuUlnga,  1775,  m.  m. 
John  Swift,  1775,  m.  m. 
Joduthan  Taber,  1781. 
Jethro  TaUr,  1778, 1781. 
John  Tabor,  1780. 
Philip  Taber,  in9. 
Thomas  Tabor,  1780. 
Exeklel  Tallman,  1781. 
Qilet  Tallman,  1776,  m.  m.,.det. 
Thomas  Thompaon,  1776-78. 
Job  Toboj,  1780, 1781. 
Prince  Toboy,  1778. 
Thomas  Toboy,  1780-81. 
Zoeth  Toboy,  1780-81. 
Isoao  Tompklua,  1780. 
Joseph  Trafford,  1776,  m.  m. 
Ishniael  Tripp,  1776  (Dillingham's 

company). 
Job  Tripp,  1780. 
Samuel  Tripp,  1776,  m.  m. 
Thomas  Tripp,  1776  (Dillingham's 

company). 
Samuel  Tuppor,  1779. 
Buruell  Upham,  1778. 
Lottloe  Washburn,  1775,  m.  m. 
Thomaa  Waahboru,  1775,  m.  w. 
Nathan  Wasto,  1775, 1780. 
Thomas  West,  1776,  m.  m. 
Thomas  Wsotoot,  1776,  m.  m.,  1778- 

80. 
Benjamin  Weston,  1775,   m.    m., 

1778-79. 
Eliphaa  Weston,  1780-81. 
John  Weaton. 
Panl  Weston,  1775,  m.  m. 
SUphen  Weston,  1782. 
Thomas  Weston,  1779. 
George  Whippoy,  1778. 
Joseph  Whitfield,  1778. 
Preserved  Wilcox,  1778. 
Benjamin  Willis,  1778. 
I  Samuel  Willis,  1782. 
William  Willis,  1770. 
Gideon  Woodmnnso,  1779-80. 
Gideon  Worden,  1778. 
Henry  Writhington,  1778. 
Bobert  Writhington,  1775,  m.  m. 


The  following  notes,  etc.,  concerning  the  period  of 
the  Revolution  are  taken  from  the  old  town  records : 

177(j.^Benj.  (a}  Akin  Esq  to  be  paid  42  =  17  :  S'' 
for  his  Services  and  Attendance  heretofore  given  as  a 


member  of  several  congresses  heretofore  held  for  the 
public  safety,  he  being  chosen  for  and  authoriied  by 
said  town  for  that  purpose. 

May  20, 1776.— Gen'l  Church,  Seth  Pope,  Abraham 
Shearman,  Philip  Shearman,  Jamet  Soul,  Nathaniel 
Richmond,  Philip  Taber,  Pardon  Brownell,  and  Wil- 
liam Wood  was  choeen  a  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence and  safety. 

Emission  for  paying  their  proportion  of  Beef  re- 
quired of  them  by  a  late  resolve  of  the  Oen.  Court, 
for  paying  their  County  tax  agreed  on  in  January 
last. 

Price  of  Commoditiei,  Labor,  etc.— Dartmouth, 
Feb.  22d,  1777.  Recorded  by  Benj.  Akin,  Town 
Clerk;  William  Davis,  William  Tallman,  Jabez  Bar- 
ker, Jr.,  Selectmen  of  Dartmouth. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Committee,  Fortunatus 
Shearman,  Chairman. 

Annexed  to  the  articles  hereafter  mentioned  is  the 
price  in  the  room  of  that  affixed  to  those  of  the  same 
denomination  in  the  above  Statement. 

Meat :  Shocmahing, — Fresh  pork  /5  per  lb.  lien's 
best  shoes  made  of  neat  leather  at  Bedford,  Fair  Haven, 
and  Oxford  9/  other  parts  of  the  Town  8/— Men's  best 
calf-skin  shoes  at  Bedford,  Fair  Haven,  and  Oxford 
12/— all  other  parts  of  the  Town  at  10/— Women's 
shoes  6/,  making  men's  shoes  at  the  shops  of  the 
workmen  at  l^dford,  Fair  Haven,  and  Oxford  4/ — all 
other  parts  of  the  town  3/ — and  at  the  house  of  the 
imployer  shoes  of  a  full  size  2/ — women's  cloth  shoes 
8/ — smaller  shoes  in  proportion  to  men's  &  women's 
shoes  &  all  other  shoemaking  in  the  usual  proportion 
for  mending. 

We^t  India  Rum, — Good  full  proof  West  India  rum 
by  the  h'h  8/  per  gallon  including  the  h'h  8/2  per  gal- 
lon by  the  barrel  exclusive  of  the  barrel  &  9/  by  the 
single  gallon,  smaller  quantities  in  proportion. 

New  England  rum  good  full  proof  4/2  )>r.  gallon  by 
the  hogshead  and  barrel  exclusive  of  13/4  for  hogs- 
head, &  4/4  for  the  barrel  &  4/10  single  gallon  for 
distilling  New  England  Rum  /6  a  gallon. 

Molasses  of  the  quality  3/8  pr  gallon  by  the  h.h. 
including  the  Hogshead  4/  by  barrell  4/4  by  the  sin- 
gle gallon.  Best  Muscorado  sugar  66/  pr  Cwt.  by  the 
H.H.  72/  by  the  single  cwt.  &  /lO  single  lb.  Choco 
best  quality  £7  pr  cwt.  Chocolate  2/2  pr  lb.  Good 
cotton  wool  3/6  pr  lb  by  the  bag  and  4/  pr.  single  lb. 
Good  coif'ee  1/4  pr.  lb.  by  wholesale  &  1/8  pr.  lb.  by 
retail.  West  India  and  Cherry  rum  /6  pr.  gill  flip  <& 
Toddy  1/2  pr.  muj;  or  bowl.  Flour  from  the  southern 
states  .'}(]/  pr.  cwt.  Rice  by  the  single  hundred  36/. 
Good  retined  bar  iron  60/  pr.  cwt.  Nail  rods  <&  nails 
not  stated.  Horse  shoeing  in  Bedford  and  Fair  Haven 
5/6  other  parts  of  the  town  4/1)  hoes  of  the  best  quality 
stealed  up  the  corners  f)/  grand  coork  1/  pr  lb.  Making 
a  half  triined  coat  at  Bedford  h  Fair  Haven  13/ jackets 
5/6  britches  (Sli\  and  other  tayloring  in  proportion,  and 
other  parts  of  the  Town  half  triined  coats  11/  Jacoats, 
5/6  britches  5/6  approved  man  Taylor  at  the  house  of 
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the  imployere  3/  pr  day  and  fooDd  as  usaal.  Mowing 
and  reaping  4/  pr.  day,  common  labor  in  summer  sea- 
son 3/  pr.  day.  All  women's  work  &  combing  not 
stated.  Work  men's  best  hunting  saddles  with  hous- 
ing 80/  saddle  bags  best  sort  24/  well  made  pillians 
12/,  good  bridles  with  bits  8/  without  bits  5/4.  House 
carpenter's  work  4/  pr.  day.  Masons  work  4/6  and 
found  as  usual.  Bedtick  /9  pr.  y'  for  toe-cloth  and 
plain  flannel  /6  pr.  y^  and  all  other  wearing  in  the 
like  proportion.  This  done  by  the  selectmen  &  com- 
mittee of  safe. 

A  True  Goppy  attest  Fortunatus  Shearman 

Sub.  Committee. 

And  recorded  by  Benjamin  Aikin. 

Town  Clerk. 

May  18, 1779. — At  a  town  meeting  held  at  the  town- 
house  in  Dartmouth  on  Tuesday,  the  18th  day  of  May, 
1779,  Benj.  Aikin,  Esq.,  chosen  moderator  the  Town 
voted  on  the  first  article  in  the  warrant  for  calling 
the  meeting  that  this  town  at  this  time  don't  choose 
to  have  a  New  Constitution  or  Form  of  Qovernment, 
the  number  of  voters  present  was  seventy,  and  all 
voted  in  the  affirmative.  Voted  on  the  Third  Article 
in  the  Warrant  for  calling  this  meeting;  that  all  the 
men  in  this  Town  who  shall  be  called  for  the  defence 
of  this  State  or  any  of  the  United  States  for  the  pres- 
ent year,  shall  be  raised  at  the  expense  or  charge  of 
said  town,! that  shall  be  raised  in  consequence  of  order 
or  orders  from  the  General  Court  or  Council  of  this 
State,  and  Robert  Earl,  Elihu  Qifford,  and  John 
Chaffee  are  chosen  a  Committee,  when  any  men  are 
sent  for  or  required  to  be  raised  as  afores'd  they  are 
empowered  to  procure  said  men  at  the  expense  of  said 
Town  in  the  cert  way  and  manner  they  can;  and  said 
committee  arc  to  be  reasonably  paid  for  their  services. 

Oct.  14,  1780.  Voted  that  1057  pounds  and  16/ 
silver  money  be  raised  by  way  of  tax  on  the  inhab- 
itants of  said  town.  ...  for  purchasing  the  towne 
proportion  of  beef  sent  for  by  th'e  General  Court  to 
supply  the  Continental  Army. 

Dec.  22,  1780.  Warrant.  What  is  necessary  rela- 
tive to  choosing  a  Town  Clerk. 

Relative  to  raising  76  men  to  serve  in  the  Con' 
Army  for  three  years  or  during  the  war. 

Jan.  1, 1781 .  Benj.  Russell,  Jr.,  T.  C.  in  the  absence 
of  Benj.  Aikin. 

Several  Capt.  of  Militia  to  call  companies  together 
and  make  inquires  who  will  enlist  and  how  many. 
£16,500  to  be  raised  by  way  of  tax. 

Jan.  12,  1781.  Augt.  Voted  that  each  soldier  that 
shall  enlist  for  3  yrs  shall  have  a  Bounty  of  200 
silver  dollars —  50  of  s  *  dollars  to  be  paid  at  his 
passing  muster,  the  remainder  to  be  at  interest  until 
paid. 

Voted  that  Capt.  Henry  Jenne  Capt.  George  Clay- 
house,  Capt.  Benj.  Wilson,  Capt.  William  Hicks, 
Elihu  Gifford,  &  John  Aikin  be  elected  a  committee 
to  enlist  the  soldiers  and  to  pay  down  said  money,  & 
to  give  their  securities  to  said  soldiers  or  procure 


some  person  or  persons  to  give  security  as  s'  soldiers 
shall  like  &  s'  committees  are  also  empowered  to  hire 
the  whole  of  said  money  on  the  credit  of  s'  Town  A 
s'  Town  are  accountable  to  the  s*  Court  for  all  the 
money  they  shall  pay  or  hire. 

1781.  8*  Monday  of  Feb.    Voted  to  raise  by  way 
of  tax  the  sum  of  2550  pound  in  money  of  the  new. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

DARTMOUTH.— (CbNititwec/.) 

BGCLBSIASTIOAL  HI8T0BT.1 

Apponegnntett  Meeting— Flret  ClirlaUan  Gharcb  —  OongregfttioBAl 
Chnrcb— The  South  Dartmouth  DuptliiC  Church— The  Second  Obrto- 
tiiin  Church— ttethodiet  Kplecopal  Churoh— Smitti  MlUi  OhrletlMi 
Church— ChrlstUn  Church  in  BelierTllle. 

Apponeganiett  Meeting. — ^There  is  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  among  the  first  settlers  of  Dartmouth  many 
were  Friends,  or  made  a  profession  of  belief  in  their 
principles.  The  names  of  81ocum,  Allen,  Smith, 
Lapham,  Howland,  Russell,  Tucker,  Mott,and  others, 
are  found  in  the  early  records  of  the  society,  and  we 
know  from  other  sources  that  they  were  among  the 
first  settlers  in  the  town.  They  came  from  Rhode 
Island  and  other  places  where  meetings  of  the  society 
had  been  established,  and  it  would  naturally  be  ex- 
pected they  would  sofin  organize  m^tings  for  worship 
and  discipline.  The  oldest  record  of  a  monthly 
meeting  of  Friends  in  this  town  bears  date  26th  of 
4th  month,  1699.  Meetings  for  worship  had  no 
doubt  been  held  some  years  previous  to  this  date. 
The  first  meeting-house  was  built  upon  the  lot  where 
the  present  Apponegansett  meeting-house  stands. 
This  lot  was  purchased  of  P^leg  Slocum  for  the  sum 
of  one  pound  sixteen  shillings,  and  the  deed  bears 
date  of  6th  month  2d  day,  1706.  Previous  to  1699 
meetings  were  held  in  dwellings.  The  following 
is  a  copy  of  a  portion  of  the  records  of  the  monthly 
meeting,  dated  6th  day  of  11th  month,  169(:  "At 
the  house  of  John  Lapham  we,  underwritten,  Peleg 
Slocum,  Jacob  Mott,  Abraham  Tucker,  and  John 
Tucker,  undertake  to  build  a  meeting-house  for  the 
people  of  Ood,  in  scorn  called  Quakers,  thirty-five 
foot  long,  thirty  foot  wide,  and  fourteen  foot  studds, 
to  worship  and  serve  the  true  and  Living  God  in^ 
according  as  they  are  persuaded  in  conscience  they 
ought  to  do,  and  for  no  other  interest  or  purpose  but 
as  aforesaid,  which  said  house  shall  be  completely 
finished  at  or  before  the  10th  day  of  the  8th  month 
next,  insuring  the  date  hereof.  And  further,  wci,  of. 
the  said  society  of  people,  towards  the  building  of 
said  house  of  our  free  will,  contribute  as  followeth : 
John  Tucker,  £10;  Peleg  Slocum,  £15;  John  Lap- 
ham, £5;  Nathaniel  Howland,  £5;  Abraham  Tucker, 


>  Bj  Rer.  8.  BI.  AndJrewi. 


HISTORY   OP   BRISTOL  OOUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


£10;  Increase  Alien,  £3;  Ebenezer  AHen,  £5; 
Eleaxer  Slocum,  £3;  Jacob  Mott,  £S;  BenJHmiii 
&uwland,  £2;  Richard  Evens,  £1;  Judah  SaiilU, 
jei." 

The  Yearly  Meeting  wu  held  in  tliia  house  this 
year  (1690).  The  journals  of  tfaveliiig  Friends  niid 
others  show  that  il  became  a  large  and  iiiHuential 
•ociety.  At  one  meeting  in  1766  it  was  siip))<«cil  two 
thousand  people  were  present. 

Prior  to  1788  this  Monthly  Heeling  was  a  part  of 
the  Rhode  Island  Quarterly  Meeting ;  since  that  date 
it  has  been  connected  with  the  Sandwich  Quarterly 
Meeting.  Other  meeting-houses  were  built  from  time 
to  time  as  the  needs  and  convenience  or  members  be- 
came  apparent, — at  Smith  Mills,  Smith's  Neck,  and 
Allen's  Neck, — the  last  named  before  1822,  the  othem 
Btill  earlier.  These  societies  form  one  Monthly  Meet- 
ing. In  1645  u  separation  took  place  in  tlie  meeting, 
which  resulted  in  two  organ izntiomt,  each  claiming  to 
be  the  original  society.  The  smaller  of  these  two* 
bodies  have  but  one  meeting-house  in  the  town,  the 
larger  have  four,  one  of  which  is  temporarily  closed. 
The  larger  body  (Uurneyite)  numbers  at  this  date  one 
hundred  and  four,  the  smaller  from  forty  lo  lifty. 
While  these  societies  contain  some  of  our  must  re- 
spectable citizens,  there  has  been  a  decrease  of  mem- 
berahlp  within  the  last  half-century. 

First  Christian  Chnrch.— The  first  Baptist  Church 
in  Dartmouth  was  organized  May  21, 1780,  as  a  branch 
of  Elder  Jacob  Hix's  Church,  in  llehoboth.  Mass,, 
and  waa  acknowledged  by  him  and  others  as  a  sister 
church  June  2,  1761,  with  a  membership  of  sixty- 
three.  Oct.  10,  1761,  the  installation  of  Elder  Daniel 
Hix,  brother  of  Jacob,  look  place,  from  which  time 
the  church  increased  rapidly  in  numbers  and  in- 
fluence. In  1806  the  report  to  Conference  for  the 
year  (from  June,  1807,  t«  June,  1808}  gave  two  hun- 
dred and  siity-two  additions  to  the  church  ;  whole 
number,  six  hundred  and  ninety-nine.  This  included 
the  branch  churches  of  New  Bedford,  Fairhnven, 
Rochester,  Long  Plain,  Berkley,  and  Freetown.  In 
June,  1807,  the  church  voted  to  abandon  all  church 
creeds  and  take  the  Bible  alone  as  their  rule  of  faith 
and  practice,  which  position  it  has  since  maintained, 
thus  identifying  it  with  theChristiau  denomination. 
Elder  Daniel  Hix  remained  pastor  until  ill  health 
(impelled  his  resignation  in  1834,  when  the  usaociutc 
pastor,  Elder  Howanl  Tripp,  assumed  full  pastoral 
charge.  Elder  Daniel  Hix  died  March  22, 1838,  aged 
eighty-two  years,  three  months,  and  twenty-two  days. 
In  1842  and  1843  the  "Advent"  excitement  injured 
the  church,  from  which  it  has  never  fully  recovered, 
though  it  has  been  bteaaed  with  a  number  of  revivatx. 

Elder  Howard  Tripp  resigned  in  1857,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Elder  William  Faunce.  The  pastors 
aince  1864  have  been  F.  P.  Snow,  O.  W.  Tripp,  E. 
Hawes,  W.  3.  Emery,  E.  Burroughs,  and  S.  M.  An- 
drews. Present  clerk,  Jonathan  Peirce;  chairman 
of  church  committee,  H,  A.  Shockley. 


CongregKtioiial  Church. — This  diurch  was  formed 
in  the  spring  of  1807,  by  the  Rev.  Curtis  Ooe,  Uie 
Rev.  Maco  Shejierd,  and  the  Rev.  laalah  Weaton, 
with  the  following  memlicrs:  David  TUatulier,  Jo«l 
Parker,  Laban  Thatcher,  Harmony  Packard,  Betsey 
IIowu,  Phube  Nickorsim,  and  MehitAbul  Kolioy. 
Other  membvrs  eiion  joined,  and  in  October  the  Rov. 
Daniel  Emersou  was  ordained  the  linit  pastor,  whidi 
oOlce  he  Ailed  until  hiadeatli.in  about  a  year.  From 
this  time  until  1816  the  church  was  witliout  ■  sellleJ 
pastor,  and  the  meetings  were  held  in  the  sohoul-houM 
or  dwellings.  April  24,  1816,  the  Rev.  Peter  Crocker 
was  settled  as  pastor,  and  dismissed  July  S3,  1821. 
During  his  pastorale  there  was  a  large  acceHsiau  to 
the  membership  and  the  present  churcli  eviifice  was 
built.  The  next  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Jonathan  Wing, 
who  was  ordained  March  24, 1823,  and  remained  sev- 
eral years,  during  which  time  the  people  were  apirit- 
ually  refreshed. 

The  following- named  pastors  have  labored  with 
this  church  :  The  Rev.  Francis  Ilorton  was  installed 
Dec.  2,  1829,  and  dismissed  Oct.  31,  1831.  Rev. 
Thomas  J.  Richmond  was  settled  July  18,  1632,  and 
continued  until  April  25,  1837.  From  May  20,  1838, 
to  June,  1840,  the  Rev.  Oliarlea  S.  Adams  supplied 
the  pulpit.  Rev.  Andrew  Bigelow  was  inst4kllod  Aug. 
25, 1841,  and  closed  hia  useful  ministry  June  18, 1846. 
July  6, 1846,  Rev.  William  Mandell  began  preaching, 
was  installed  in  November,  and  dismissed  Nov.  16, 
1854.  The  Rev.  Melancthon  O.  Wheeler  was  setUod 
in  November,  1855,  and  was  diamissud  May  10,  1859. 
The  Rev.  Martin  Howard  was  the  next  pastor,  from 
the  last  date  to  Nov.  25,  1864.^  Next  year  the  Rev. 
John  Lord  supplied  the  pulpit,  and  he  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  John  O.  Wilsou,  wlio  closed  his  labors  Jan. 
11,  1863.  The  Rev.  EMward  Leonard  was  settled  in 
July,  1859,  and  resigned  in  November,  1875.  The 
Rev.  Salter  F.  Calhoun  acted  as  pastor  from  October, 
1876,  and  closed  his  labors  July  1,  1880. 

The  pulpit  was  supplied  from  May,  1881,  to  July, 
1682,  by  the  Rev.  P.  C.  Headley  and  the  Rev.  V.  V. 
D.  Garretaun,  whose  labors  resulted  in  much  good, 
lu  the  summer  of  1882,  Rev.  Ira  P.  Smith  Muinpied 
the  pulpit,  was  ordained  Sept.  27, 1882,  and  hussiuue 
labored  with  much  zeal  and  iuc«esi  us  paolur  of  tliu 
church.  Deacons  of  the  ctmrch :  Sylvanus  G.  Tall- 
man,  Thomas  Bailey;  Clerk,  Pklmund  G.  l-)hlridge. 

The  South  Dartmouth  fiaptiat  Church  was 
formed  as  a  branch  of  the  New  Bedford  Baptist 
Church  in  May,  1831.    The  pastors'  names  have  been 

Benson,  Rev.  Jolin  A.  Dill  (two  years).  Rev.  E. 

Q.  Perry,  Rev.  William  H.  Taylor,  Rev.  Reuben 
Lentel!  (one  year),  Rov.  G.  F.  Danforth,  Rev,  Jamw 
Brown,  Rev.  J.  J.  Bronson.  In  January,  1861,  Rev. 
S.  J.  Carr  was  settled  as  pastor,  and  remained  liva 
years,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev,  George  Mat- 
thews, who  supplied  the  pulpit  for  some  years.  Tlie 
meeting  house  is  now  closed. 

The  Seoouii  Chriatian  Church  in  Dartmouth  was 
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organised  Feb.  2, 1886.  The  original  membere  were 
Marlborough  Wood,  Sambo  Slocutn,  Oliver  Reed, 
Abraham  Butts,  Oliver  Reod  (2d),  Pardon  Rowland, 
Daniel  Macomber,  Joseph  Rowland,  Cynthia  Ma- 
comber,  Hannah  C.  Slocum,  Maria  Macomber,  Lydia 
Ricketson,  and  Sarah  Reed.  Other  members  soon 
joined,  and  for  several  years  the  church  flourished.  The 
pastors  of  this  church  have  been  Charles  S.  Man- 
chester, John  Phillips,  Joshua  Goodwin,  Charles  C. 
Smith,  and  N.  S.  Chadwick,  besides  a  few  others  for 
short  periods  of  time.  Deacons  have  been  elected  at 
different  times  as  follows:  Daniel  Macomber,  Abra- 
ham Butts,  Holder  W.  Brownell,  and  Willard  W. 
Slocum.  W.  W.  Slocum  is  also  clerk.  This  church 
has  suffered  from  internal  dissensions,  and  but  few 
members  now  remain. 

The  Methodist  Epiioopal  Ghnroh  at  the  head  of 
Api>onegansett  River  is  now  a  class  or  branch  of  the 
Allen  Street  (New  Bedford)  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  A  class  was  formed  here  Nov.  10,  1837,  by 
the  Rev.  James  D.  Butler,  now  chaplain  of  the  New 
Bedford  Port  Society.  The  church  was  organized 
July  6,  1838,  and  Rev.  J.  D.  Butler  was  the  first  pas- 
tor. The  society  sustains  preaching  part  of  the  time, 
though  it  has  declined  in  membership  from  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty,  in  1851,  to  a  very  few  at  the  present 
time.    Trustees,  Elihu  Sherman  and  John  Sherman. 

Smith  Mills  Chriitian  Chnroh.— This  church  was 
formed  Dec.  22,  1888,  of  the  following -named  mem- 
bers :  Asa  Nichols,  John  Weaver,  John  Cummings, 
Jeremiah  Jones,  Seth  Hathaway,  Samuel  Wilde, 
Abby  Wilde,  Hannah  Weaver,  Tabitha  Crowell. 
The  house  was  built  before  the  church  was  organized. 
The  pastors  have  been  Samuel  Wilde,  E.  E.  Edmunds, 
John  Peckham,  David  A.  Russell,  Cummings  Bray, 
Gould  Anthony,  Benjamin  F.  Mosher,  and  S.  M. 
Andrews,  besides  some  others  who  have  supplied  the 
pulpit.  Whole  number  of  members,  forty-seven. 
Holder  W.  Porter  is  deacon  of  the  church,  and  Mrs. 
Abby  A.  Tucker,  clerk. 

The  Chriitian  Ghnroh  in  Bakerville,  Dartmouth, 
was  organized  April  20,  1865.  The  members  were 
Ephraim  Ellis,  Thomas  K.  Ellis,  Alvin  Sherman, 
Delia  Ellis,  Lovey  G.  Brownell,  Sarah  Johnson,  Fi- 
delia Wing.  Jane  C.  Ellis,  Mary  C.  Briggs,  Bethia 
Sherman,  Caroline  Crapo,  Emily  J.  Baker,  Olive 
Beard,  Sally  Crapo,  Phebe  A.  Crapo.  The  church 
edifice  was  erected  the  year  before  the  church  was 
formed.  The  pastors  have  been  James  L.  Peirce,  S. 
M.  Andrews,  M.  M.  Cleverly,  E.  E.  Edmunds,  and 
others  who  have  supplied  the  pulpit  for  short  periods. 
The  present  pastor  is  O.  F.  Waltze;  clerk  of  the  church, 
Joseph  Crapo;  deacon,  Ephraim  Ellis. 

Representatives  from  1674  to  1883.'— The  fol- 
lowing is  a  list  of  the  representatives  chosen  by  the 
town  of  Dartmouth,  taken  from  the  town  records  and 
other  sources.    While  under  the  Plymouth  Colonial 


government  they  were  called  deputies,  but  after  the 
union  of  the  Boston  and  Plymouth  governments  they 
were  called  representatives.  During  the  eighteenth 
century  they  appear  to  have  been  occasionally  chosen, 
but  it  is  not  probable  that  existing  town  records  show 
the  names  of  all  who  served  the  town  in  that  capacity. 
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1674-76.  Jobu  Cook,  deputy. 
1679-81.  John  Cook,  depatj. 
1682.  John  RaiNell,  deputy. 
168.3.  John  Cook,  depatj. 
1686.  Jonathan  Delano,  depatj. 

Joseph  Tripp,  depatj. 
1686.  John  Oook, depatj. 
1680.  Seth  Pope,  depa^. 

Jonathan  Delano,  depatj. 
1690.  Seth  Pope. 

1603.  Thomas   Taber,  repreasnta* 

Uve. 

1604.  Hugh   Mosher,   reprsaaota- 

tlve. 
1607.  Joseph  Allen,  repreeentatlTa. 
1600.  James  Samson. 
1707.  John  Akin. 
1708-0.  Joseph  Tripp. 

1710.  John  Spooner. 

1711.  James  Samson,  rsprsaentar 

tlTe. 

1712.  Jonathan  Delano. 
1717.  Philip  Taber. 

1720.  John  Akin. 

1721.  Philp  Taber. 

1722.  Daniel  Wood. 
1724.  William  Whit. 
1726.  John  Akin. 
1728-20.  John  Akin. 
1780.  Obrlstopher  Tomer. 

1731.  Nathaniel  Delano. 

1732.  Henrj  Samson. 

1733.  John  Akin. 
1734-86.  Samnel  OonnelL 
1740.  William  Hlx. 
1746.  Jnmes  Allen. 

1763.  Capt  Nathaniel  Soalt. 
177L  Ellsha  Tobej. 
18U3-4.  Holden  Slooam. 
1806-7.  Holden  Sloeam. 
1808.  Joel  Packard. 
1800.  Joel  Packard. 
Caleb  Sloeam. 

1810.  Joel  Packard. 
Xphraim  Tripp. 
Henrj  Tacker. 

1811.  Joel  Packard. 
Xphraim  Tripp. 
Henry  Tucker. 

1812.  Xphnilm  Tripp. 
Stephen  Barker. 
David  Thacher. 
Madock  Max  Held. 

1813.  Rphmlm  Tripp. 
David  Thacher. 
Henrj  Tucker. 
Thomas  Almj. 

1814.  Kphraim  Tripp. 
David  Thacher. 
Thonum  Almj. 
Clark  Ricketson. 

1816.  Thomas  Almj. 
Xphraim  Tripp. 
George  Morton. 


1816.  Thomas  Almj. 
Xphraim  Tripp.* 
Soheth  Bheannaa. 

1817.  Thomaa  Almj. 
Xphraim  Tripp. 
Joseph  Olfford. 

1818.  Oaleb  Anthonj. 
1810.  Joseph  Glflrord. 
1820.  Joseph  GiUbrd. 

Holder  Slooam. 

Thomas  Almj. 
1821-82.  Oaleb  Aathonj. 
1823-84.  Thomas  Almj. 
1886.  Thomas  Almj. 

Holder  Sloonm. 

Wanton  Howland. 

1886.  Holder  Sloeom. 

1887.  Oomeiios  Orinnall. 
1828.  Bradford  Howland. 
1880.  Bradford  Howland. 

Xllha  Sloeam. 
Nathaniel  Howland. 
Jesse  W.  Nickols. 

1830.  Joseph  Gllfford. 

1831.  Joseph  Oiflbrd. 
Bradford  Howland. 

1838.  William  Tacker. 
Wanton  Howland. 

1883.  Joseph  Gilford. 
James  T.  Sloeam. 
Henrj  8.  Packard. 
George  KIrbj. 

1884.  Joseph  Gilford. 
George  Klrbj. 
Kllhn  Sloeam. 
Henrj  8.  Packard. 

1836.  Joseph  Gifford. 
George  KIrbj. 
Bicketaon  Sloeam. 
William  Antbonj. 

1886.  Joseph  Gifford. 
BIcketson  Sloeam. 

1837.  Tbumaa  K.  Wilbur. 
Wanton  Howland. 
Simon  P.  Window. 

1838.  Joseph  Glffsrd. 
George  Kirbj. 

1830-4Q.  Thomas  K.  Wilbor. 

Henrj  8.  Packard. 
1841-48.  Wanton  Howland. 

Thomas  K.  Wilbur. 
1848-46.  James  BIder. 

George  Klrbj. 

1846.  Joseph  Gilford. 
Benjamin  M.  Bafllngton. 

1847.  James  Rider. 
Abner  B.  Tacker. 

1848-40.  Lemael  Barker. 

Trancls  W.  Mason. 
186a  Francis  D.  Bartlett. 
1861.  Jlreh  Shearman. 
1863.  None  chosen. 
1863.  James  B.  Allen.1 

Leonard  Miller,  Bn».* 


1  Ghoeen  delegate  to  Oonstitatlonal  Convention. 
*  The  towns  of  Dartmouth  and  Wsstport  were  now  anlted,  forming 
the  Bepresentative  District  No.  7  of  Bristol  Coantj. 
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urn-n,  wniiui  r. 


lil»-iO.  Hiuy    ▲.    SoMM,  of 

BwrlBMrtli. 
Un-M.  MiBW.Qlfbid,arW«l- 


1854-68.  MAtbMtol  Pottw,  Jr. 
1Sft9-0l.  FnoGlt  W.  Mmob. 
1888-66.  OalTln  K.  ToriMr. 

1866.  G«org«  V.  Ilowlaud. 

1867.  William  Bwkvr.Jr. 

1868.  0«org«  V.  Uowlaud. 
1860-70.  WUlUm  BarkM-,  Jr. 
1871-72.  BeiOMiilii  V,  Wing. 
1873-74.  Abraham  H.  Smltb. 

Town  blerks  from  1674  to  188S.^Th6  following 
is  a  list  of  town  clerks  of  the  town  of  Dmrtmoath, 
fouud  recorded  in  the  town  reooids.  The  reoords  of 
some  of  the  earlier  meetings  appear  to  be  loet^  and 
no  account  of  the  choice  of  town  clerks  is  found  in 
some  of  the  earlier  records  of  meetings  in  which 
other  town  officers  were  chosen : 


Jamea  Sbaw,  1674. 

Thomas  Tatar,  1679,  1606, 1707-8, 

1711. 
Jonathan  Delano,  1602-09. 
John  Akin,  1696-00, 1701-6. 
John  Taher,  1700-10. 
JabM  DaUno,  1711-18. 
Nathan  8oul»,  1713-14. 
John  Tripp,  1716-17, 1710-83. 
Jam«a  Howland,  1786. 
Baqjamln  Alkln,  1746-46, 1704-7<^ 

1776-80. 
BarUiolomaw  Tabar,  1761-66. 
BaiUamIn  Ramall  (4th),  IHl. 
Benjamin  Rumell,  Bm|.,  1778. 


Bt^laala  BomII  (M),  11TS. 
Bt^laaila  Bn— II,  Jr.,  17T4. 
BaiUMUB  BoMll,  ms. 
John  Smith,  1780-1800. 
■Ilhn8looam,1801-S. 
«phralmTrip|slS0S-S4. 
Jamil  Tripp,  ISiS.* 
JoMph  Giflbrd,  1898-41, 

1847-60. 
Hani78.PMluurd,lS4i. 
Oaorsa  Kirtij,  lS46-4i. 
WUUaa  Bukar,  Jr.,  1861-67, 
Joha  W.  UowlMd,  188S-70. 
Q«»li  V.  HowlMd,  ltn-lS. 
Job  8.  Oidl|7, 1880-88. 


Military  Record,  1861-65.— Names  of  Tolunteer 
soldierd  in  the  late  war  on  the  quota  of  Dartmouth : 


Qmptmi/  F,  Tkkrd  R^gimmU  (nine  Boalh^w— Alfih  M.  flim,  Hmij  ■. 
Olark,  Solomon  Cornell,  Qeorga  A.  Bimy,  Olmrlia  W.  Oammona, 
Thonuu  Glbtiona,  Joeeph  B.  Holmai,  Levi  K.  QIAnd,  Btehafd  D. 
Kiiy,  Joeeph  M.  Lawtoii,  Aldan  T.  MoOombar,  LjmMi  A.  MoOon- 
ber,  William  B.  Peck,  John  B.  Fiokham,  Jblin  H.  Blokatami,  David 
Rider,  William  H.  SUTeni,  Jamea  H.  William^  Andrew  L.  Wordall, 
William  I.  Wady,  Gcorga  H.  Wood. 

a»m|Km|r  (J,  Tkkrd  B«gimmU  (nlna  nfOBtha)^— William  DftTldwB  Okoj, 
Reuben  A.  Garlick,  George  F.  Piaekard,  John  Vraier. 

Farty-atventk  Btgimemt  (ulna  montha)^— William  Blake^  Olivar  8.  Bioek, 
Chandler  H.  Galklna,  William  B.  Oham,  Jolw  0*0mm1I,  WUliam 
Oirter,  diarlea  W.  Drody,  John  Doai^artj,  Abraham  F.  Oreaa, 
William  Hunt,  WillUm  H.  Kaos,  Mlchaai  MMdll,  WUllam  H. 
Macomber,  Gideon  Reed,  Bobart  H.  Bickalmi,  WUliam  B.  Samp- 
eon,  Charlee  Q.  Sanford,  Jamea  Samman,  Oalvin  Thomai»  Jr., 
George  W.  Tripp,  John  Ward,  Petar  G.  BegrMldi^  DaTid  Flab, 
Savory  a  Braley,  Hartln  Y.  B.  Hammond. 

Oa«r  Nuu  MotUka'  Ifen.— William  M.  TUUnghaat,  JomUmmi  Soala;  La? i 
A.  BMker,  Rueeell  Baton,  leaiah  B.  Leonard,  46th  Begt.;  TImottij 
Ryau,  J.  R.  I*arke,  Tbomae  French,  Qaoisa  W.  Pmbody,  Ileniy  O. 
Keiiuer,  Daniel  Harrington,  William  0.  Hall,  Thomaa  loTMsh,  Oiaaial 
0.  Fueler,  Mldiael  Farrel;  Charlee  Brand,  Miehaal  Morriion,  John 
Doyle,  Joeeph  Grant,  William  Sheridan,  John  Sullivan,  Gharlea  L. 
Sullivan,  Ck).  0,  4th  fUf$L 

Opmpany  D,  TwetUiftkird  iUgimmt  (three  yean)w— Albert  W.  Aahley. 

TkM^Oiird  HtgimmU  (three  yeare).— Thomae  S.  HowUnd,  William  H. 
Deming. 

Tkbrif^kih  RtgimmU  (three  yeare).— Thonwe  S.  Bllfflne,  Peter  0. 
Druoki,  S«muel  B.  Dean,  Shutiael  Elilridge,  Jr.,  Patrick  Hunan, 
Benjamin  Jeuke,Orrin  D.  Perry,  Nathen  J.  Pierce,  George  W.  Pierce, 
Jo«hua  Botch,  Luther  P.  Williaue. 

Eighteenth  Hegiment  (three  year*).— Joeeph  Head,  George  R.  Reed,  Fred- 
erick A.  Smith. 

F{flH  MiUtaehuuUt  BaUery  (three  yeari).~Jamee  T.  Roee,  Albert  J.  Win- 
ten,  Henry  U.  Gilford, 


1  Oomplled  by  Job  8.  GIdley,  Beq. 

*  Cboeen  to  fill  vacancy  occeeioned  by  the  death  of  hie  fktlier  at  the 
annual  electlou. 


r.Mvte  a  Tripp^JaMai.OdMla,AUNrt  F, 
Oilvw,  BnMbrd  LIttK  ThOMM  J. 
SUpbMi  OilMh,  JoMpk  StanM^Mha 
Mlelwil  Dmrnid,  QMia  Bi««m  Fetar  IL  W.  IMwta, 
Batd,  JobB  OMk«m  TImochj  ■. !««  Mvte  TilHb 


Tmr^  Mmkt  Wt$immi  Bhiaiiwi.    Iibi 
BMi  B.  Bd«M«K  Lfttma  B.  BImv,  ftadwiiik  lfMrbnF< 
Iwm  ^  BMUminI  Ml  SniMi^^MiMfM  A*  BHti^ 


Ii.Wtelin. 
BmrMllM*. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 


WILLIAM  ALIIT. 

William  Almyy  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was  a 
lineal  descendant  from  William  Almy  (or  Almond, 
as  the  name  was  sometimes  spelled),  who  was  bom  in 

England  in  1601,  married  Andrey f  who  was  bora 

In  1608.  William  >  Almy,  the  emigrant,  was  at  Lynn, 
Mass.,  as  early  as  1681,  went  back  to  England,  and 
returned  with  his  wife  in  the  ship  <*Ablgair  in 
1680. 

Th^  had  a  daughter  Annie,  aged  eighty  and  a 
son  Ohrlstopher,  aged  three,  who  came  with  them. 
The  family  was  in  Sandwich  probably  in  1687,  and 
certainly  he  was  a  freeman  in  Portsmouth,  B.  I.,  in 
1656.  His  will  names  his  children  Ohrlstopher,  John, 
Job,  Ann  or  Annie  (wife  of  John  Oreen),  and  Cathe- 
rine (wife  of  a  Mr.  West). 

Ohrlstopher'  Almy,  son  of  William,  was  bora  In 
England  about  1627,  came  to  America  in  ship  "  Abi- 
gail" with  his  parenU  in  1686,  and  lived  where  they 
died  at  Lynn  and  at  Sandwich,  Mass.,  and  finally  at 
Portsmouth,  B.  I.  He  was  an  assistant  there  in 
1690.  Job*  Almy,  son  of  William',  was  bora  in 
either  Lynn  or  Sandwich,  Mass.,  resided  with  hia 
parents,  and  finally  settled  In  Portsmoutli,  U.  I.  He 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  Ohrlstopher  Unthank, 
of  Warwick,  and  had  children  William  and  Ohris- 
topher  (twins),  Susannah,  Andrey,  Deborah,  Oathe- 
riue,  and  Mary,  all  perhaps  minors  when  he  died  in 
1684. 

John  Almy  was  probably  the  John  referred  to  in 
William -8^  will,  lie  was  at  Plymouth  in  1648,  but 
finally  settled  at  Portsmouth,  B.  I.  He  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  James  Cole.  He  was  a  captain 
in  King  Philip's  war  in  1G75,  but  died  in  1676. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  only  grandsons  men- 
tioned in  the  above  account  are  William  and  Chris- 
topher (twins),  sons  of  Job,  William'  being  named 
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for  bin  grandfather,  William'  Almy,and  Christopher' 
named  for  his  maternal  grandfather,  Christopher  Un- 
ihank.  From  all  the  information  the  writer  can  gather 
he  thinks  the  line  of  descent  from  William  the  emi- 
grant to  William^  the  subject  of  our  notice,  is  through 
Chriatopber'  Almy.  The  line  is  as  follows:  William*, 
Job',  Christopher*,  Job*,  Christopher*,  Thomas',  and 
William^  Job*  Almy  died  July  27,  1877,  aged 
eighty-one.  His  wife,  Lydia,died  Dec.  30, 1774,  aged 
seventy-four.  They  are  both  buried  on  the  farm  of 
the  late  William  Almy.  Christopher'  Almy  was  born 
in  1735,  and  died  in  1812,  aged  seventy-seven  years. 
His  wife,  Naomi,  died  in  May,  1817,  aged  seventy- 
nine  years.  Their  son,  Thomas',  was  born  in  Dart- 
mouth, Mass.,  April  22, 1775,  and  died  Nov.  23,  186^, 
in  his  ninety-fourth  year.  He  married  Sarah,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Patience  Qifford.'  Sarah  (GiiTord) 
Almy  was  born  in  Dartmouth,  June  10,  1779,  and 
died  June  13,  1848.  Their  children  were  William 
Silence,  born  Oct.  9,  1801,  and  died  Nov.  10,  1872; 
Frederick'  and  Henry,  who  died  at  eight.  Thomas' 
Almy  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable  men  physically 
that  ever  lived  in  old  Dartmouth.  In  his  youth  he 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  subsequently  a  merchant  at 
Russell's  Mills,  but  finally  a  farmer,  and  the  farm  he 
ownc<l,  and  where  his  children  were  born,  is  now 
owned  by  his  grandsons,  John  P.  and  William  F. 
Almy,  of  Boston. 

Mr.  Almy  was  a  man  possessed  of  good  common 
sense,  sound  judgment,  keen  foresight,  and  withal,  a 
happy  disposition.  He  had'  much  to  do  with  town 
aflairs,  and  took  great  pride  in  the  annual  gatherings 
and  drills  of  the  State  militia.  He  took  pride  in  a 
good  horse,  and  was  always  seen  on  horseback,  which 
recreation  he  continued  till  within  a  short  time  of 
his  death.  He  was  a  birthright  member  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends,  and  lived  and  died  in  that  faith. 
He  retained  his  faculties  till  within  a  short  time  of 
his  death,  and  his  name  is  still  held  in  grateful  re- 
membrance not  only  by  the  grandchildren,  but  by 
those  who  knew  him  in  New  Bedford  and  Dart- 
mouth. 

William^  Almy,  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Gif- 
ford)  Almy,  was  born  on  the  old  Almy  farm  in  Dart- 
mouth, Mass.,  Oct.  10,  1798,  and  died  in  Boston, 
Dec.  25, 1881.  His  youth  was  spent  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  he  received  such  advantages  for  an  educa- 
tion as  the  district  schools  of  his  time  afforded.  From 
the  New  Bedford  Mercury ^  of  Dec.  28,  1881,  we  clip 
the  following  notice : 

"  He  early  determined  to  become  a  merchant,  and 
at  the  age  of  thirteen  he  walked  from  his  home  near 
Horse  Neck,  carrying  his  shoes  in  his  hand  as  a  mat- 
ter of  economy,  to  Russell's  Mills,  where  he  began  his 
career  in  the  store  of  the  late  Abraham  Barker.  In 
a  few  years  he  removed  to  this  city,  and  was  employed 


1  Se«  Anncftnil  liUfory  or  tho  Giffunto  In  Wettport. 
*  See  hii  biography. 


as  book-keeper  in  the  store  of  William  H.  Allen  and 
the  late  Qideon  Allen,  and  in  the  counting-room  of 
the  late  John  Avery  Parker.  Graduating  there,  he 
went  to  Boston,  and  found  employment  in  the  best 
school  possible  for  a  merchant,  the  counting-room  of 
the  late  A.  &  A.  Lawrence.-  Soon  after  attaining  his 
majority,  and  doubtless  under  the  kind  auspices  of 
his  employers,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  a  fellow 
clerk,  named  Dexter,  establishing  the  business  (im- 
porting and  jobbing  of  white-goods),  which  under  the 
firm-names  of  Dexter  &  Almy,  Almy,  Blake  &  Co., 
Almy,  Patterson  &  Co.,  Almy,  Hobart  &  Co.,  and 
Almy  &  Co.,  he  successfully  pursued  for  nearly  fifty 
years.  Cool,  clear-headed,  and  sagacious,  no  man 
stood  higher  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fel- 
lows than  William  Almy.  He  achieved  a  handsome 
fortune  for  his  time,  but  secured  something  far  better, 
a  reputation  for  spotless  integrity  and  unblemished 
honor." 

For  many  years  he  was  a  director  in  the  Eagle 
Bank,  Boston,  and  for  a  number  of  years  his  firm  was 
selling  agents  for  various  cotton  and  woolen-mills, 
among  which  we  mention  that  of  the  well-known 
Wamsutta  Mills  of  New  Bedford.  Politically,  he 
was  a  Whig  and  Republican.  He  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Deborah  Brayton,  of  Nan- 
tucket, in  Novenber,  1828.  She  was  born  June  19, 
1803,  and  died  May  11, 1879. 

Of  their  ten  children — 

(1)  Sarah,  died  in  infancy. 

(2)  Robert  B. 

(3)  Sarah  H.,  bom  Dec.  16, 1832,  died  Feb.  26, 1869. 

(4)  Matilda  H.,  died  in  infancy. 

(5)  Henry,  born  Aug.  22,  1836,  and  died  April  6, 
1879.  He  was  associated  with  his  father  and  others 
in  business. 

(6)  Catherine  G.,  died  young. 

(7)  and  (8)  John  P.  and  William  F.  (twins),  now 
doing  business  in  Boston. 

(9)  Alice  B.,  born  April  14, 1848,  who  died  Jan.  5, 
1871.  She  was  wife  of  Frederick  Orinnell,  of  New 
Bedford,  and  had  one  daughter, — Alice  A. 

ilO)  Thomas  R.,  a  clerk  in  New  Bedford. 

About  1830,  Mr.  Almy  purchased  a  part  of  the  old 
Almy  farm,  near  Horse  Neck,  in  Dartmouth,  a  de- 
lightful summer  residence,  which  he  greatly  improved 
and  beautified.  But  soon  a  gradual  failure  of  sight 
obliged  him  to  give  up  in  a  measure  his  business  care, 
and  in  company  with  one  of  his  daughters  he  went  to 
Europe  to  seek  the  cure  of  his  threatened  blindness. 
He,  however,  received  no  benefit  from  the  advice  and 
treatment  of  the  most  eminent  foreign  oculists,  and  in 
a  short  time  (1858)  he  became  totally  blind,-— a  ter- 
rible affliction  for  a  man  so  self-reliant  and  independ- 
ent as  he  had  been,  so  full  of  activity  and  so  fond  of 
social  life.  In  1868  he  retired  from  business.  He 
bore  his  trouble  with  something  better  than  a  stoic's 
resignation,  and  keeping  up  his  interest  in  affairs, 
sought  to  minister  as  well  as  be  ministered  unto. 
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Dying  at  B  good  old  age,  he  lolt  an  honored  name 
and  the  memory  of  an  active  and  usefut  life. 


WILLIAM    BARKBK,  Jr. 

William  Barker,  Jr.,  sod  of  WilliHm  and  Susannah 
IPotter)  Barker,  wbb  born  in  Dartmouth,  Maoa.,  Dec. 
2S,  1S20.  He  cornea  of  a  family  long  leltled  in  the 
old  tovfn  of  Dartmouth.  Lemuel  was  son  of  Jabez, 
married  Maria  Tripp,  was  a  farmer  and  lumberman, 
And  died  in  I81S,  aged  dfty-Sve  years.  Hia  father, 
William  Barker,  was  son  of  Lemuel,  and  one  of  a 
family  of  six  children,  and  was  born  in  1794.  He 
vras  twice  married,  linit  to  Susannah,  daughter  of  Ab- 
ner  and  Sarah  (Wood)  Potter.  By  her  he  had  live 
children,— Abner  (died  an  infant),  William,  Eliza- 
beth (Mrs.  Charles  W.  Potter),  Abner  P.,  and  Cbarlea 
O,  He  next  married  Rebecca  Poller,  sister  of  his 
Aral  wife.  Their  children  were  Susan  (Mrs.  David 
Siason),  Sarah  (Mrs.  Henry  0.  Baker),  Ann  M.  (Mrs. 
Lemuel  M.  Potter),  Abby  R.  (Mrs.  Edward  Hicks), 
George  F.  (deceased),  CaroliDe  (Mrs,  H.  Damon), 
Henry  H.,Emma  F.,  Avis  H.  (Mrs.  Fenner  Brownell), 
and  Warren  S.  Ho  lived  between  Russell's  Mills  and 
Smith's  Mills ;  was  a  member  of  the  Friends'  Society. 
He  was  a  man  of  intogrity  and  justice,  was  unlver- 
■ally  esteemed,  served  his  town  as  selectman  and 
assessor  several  years,  and  brought  up  bis  Urge  fami  ly 
of  children  well.     He  died  in  1863. 

William  Barker,  Jr.,  was  educated  at  the  Friends' 
School  at  Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  remained  four 
yearn.  When  filleen  years  old  he  was  put  to  learn 
the  trade  of  tanner  and  currier  with  his  uncle,  Lulbam 
Potter.  He  spent  four  years  in  acquiring  bis  trade, 
and.  alter  eighteen  months'  work  at  bis  trade  for  his 
uncle  after  bis  trade  was  learned,  he  established  him- 
aelf  in  business  at  Smith's  Mills,  and  continued  in 
this  for  ten  years.  From  about  Ibis  time  Mr.  Barker 
commenced  attending  lo  public  business,  and  such 
vos  the  saiisraction  he  gave  Ihat  hia  services  were  so 
occupied  as  to  cause  him  to  relinquish  private  busi- 
ness and  attend  altogether  to  that  coining  to  him  from 
outside.  In  1851  he  was  chosen  clerk,  treasurer,  and 
collector  of  lAxes  of  Dartmouth,  and  held  Ihoiie posi- 
tions for  sixteen  consecutive  yean.  From  about  1862 
he  held  tbe  office  of  deputy  sbcrifr,  with  only  one 
year's  interruption  till  1876.  He  was  about  the  same 
time  commissioned  justice  of  tbe  peace,  and  still  holds 
that  ollico.  He  represented  Dartmouth  in  the  Lower 
House  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1863,  1870,  1871. 
He  was  elected  Slate  senator  in  1881.  He  is  Itcpub- 
lican  in  politics.  In  all  tlie  varied  and  niuttiluditious 
duties  of  his  years  of  office  Mr.  Barker  has  been 
quick,  accurate,  and  courteous.  He  has  been  called 
to  administer  on  many  estates,  and  in  all  capacities 
has  well  discharged  bis  truata.  Plain  and  unpretend- 
ing in  personal  appearance,  ho  accomplishes  business 
with  a  conciseneas  and  brevity  of  detail  which  shows 


bow  completely  be  is  at  home  in  its  transaction,  and 
has  a  large  following  of  personal  friend)'. 

He  married  Mary  Slade,  daughter  of  Culvb  and 
Hannah  (Davis)  Slade,  of  Dartmouth,  Sept.  22,  1B42. 
They  have  only  one  child,  Mary  Elizabeth. 


WILLIAM  A.  OOHDOM,  M.D. 
Among  the  leading  succeeaful  and  rspraientative 
physicians  of  Bristol  County  who  began  active  prac- 
tice more  than  half  a  century  ago,  and  to-day  are  liv- 
ing in  unimpaired  vigor  of  mind  and  comfortable 
physical  health,  must  bo  mentioned  Dr.  William  A. 
Gordon.  Coming  of  vigorous  Scotch  ancestry,  he  in- 
herited much  of  the  vitality  of  that  hardy  Caledonian 
race.  He  was  son  of  Dr.  William  Gordon  and  Helen 
Gilchrist,  his  wife,  and  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  Alex- 
ander Gordon,  a  scion  of  the  loyal  Gordon  family  in 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland.  This  young  Alexander 
(first  generation)  was  a  soldier  in  the  Royalist  army 
of  Charles  II.  when  but  eighteen.  He  was  captured 
by  Cromwell,  confined  for  a  time  in  Tuthill  Fields, 
IfOnUon,  and  sent  tu  America  in  lG6t  as  n  prisoner  of 
war.  He  WHS  held  at  Watertown,  Mass.,  until  1654, 
when  be  was  released.  He  afterwards  went  to  Exoter, 
N.  H.,  where,  in  1()63,  ho  married  tbe  daughter  of  Nich- 
olas Lysson.  Tbe  next  year  the  town  voted  him  a 
grant  of  twenty  acres  of  land,  and  be  became  a  per- 
manent resident.  Tbe  locality  where  he  settled  still 
retains  the  name  of  "Gordon's  Hill."  He  bad  eight 
children,  of  whom  Thomas  (second  generation),  born 
1678,  married  Elizabeth  Harriman,  settled  in  Haver- 
hill, Mass.,  was  father  of  eleven  children,  and  died  in 
1762.  His  son  Timothy  (third  generation)  had  u  son 
Timothy  (fourth  generation),  who  was  grandfatlier  Ui 
Dr.  William  A.  Gordon.  This  last-mentioned  Tim- 
othy was  a  furnier  and  a  Kevolutionnry  soldier  of 
bravery  in  Ibe  battles  of  Ituuker  Hill,  Ueuniugton, 
Saratoga,  etc.  He  married  Lydia  Whitmore,  lived  in 
Newbury,  Mass.,  and  bad  u  family  of  eight  children, 
of  whom  William  (liftli  generation)  was  oldest. 
William,  born  about  1783,  was  educated  at  Phillips' 
Exclcr  Academy,  studied  mcdiciue  with  Dr.  Kilt- 
ridge,  in  Andover,  Muss.,  and  begun  practice  us  a 
physician  in  Schoodic,  Me.,  atlerwurds  settling  in 
Hingham,  Mass.,  where  lie  lived  many  years,  and 
finally  settled  in  Taunton  (taking  his  son's  practice 
after  he  went  to  New  Bedford),  and  was  in  practice 
there  at  tbe  lime  of  his  death,  .June  17,  1851.  His 
wifu  Helen  wasdaugbter  of  Gordon  and  Mary  (Good- 
will) Gilchrist,  who  were  natives  of  Sutberlandshire, 
Scotland,  and  reaideiils  of  St.  Andrews,  New  Uruns- 
wick,  where  she  was  bom  about  1786.  She  died, 
aged  eighty-six,  in  1872.  This  wortliy  couple  had 
seven  children,  William  Alexander,  Cliurles  (dii- 
ceused),  Helen  (widow  of  George  A.  Crocker,  of 
Taunton),  Joseph  R.,  Edwin,  Ann  B.  (wife  of  Adolph 
Kielbock,  of  Boston},  nnd  Timothy. 


/fyo-^ii^ :, 


^-1^- 


_ie^^^  ^,i^. 


DARTMOUTH. 


209 


Dr.  William  A.  €k>rdon  (sixth  generation)  was  born 
in  Newbury  port,  Mass.,  March  17, 1808.  His  parents 
moved  to  Ilingimm  when  he  was  but  two  montlis 
old.  ]  Tc  was  prepared  for  College  at  Derby  Academy, 
in  Hingham,  and  was  graduated  at  Harvard,  class  of 
1826,  when  but  eighteen  years  old.  He  at  once  com- 
menced the  study  of  medicine  with  his  father,  and 
was  graduated  at  Harvard  Medical  School  in  1829. 
Being  in  poor  health,  he  went  with  his  father  to  the 
home  of  his  grandfather,  in  St.  Andrews,  and  by  the 
solicitation  of  friends  began  practice  in  Robbinstown, 
Me.,  where  he  remahied  four  months.  Gk>ing  then  to 
St.  Stephens,  he  stayed  there  four  months,  and  then 
settletl  permanently  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  July,  1830. 
From  that  time  he  has  been  identified  with,  and  taken 
a  high  stand  among,  the  best  and  most  successful 
physicians  of  this  county.  He  remained  in  Taunton 
eight  years  and  a  half,  when,  yielding  his  practice  to 
his  father,  who  was  worked  too  hard  at  Hingham,  he, 
in  December,  1839,  moved  to  New  Bedford,  where  he 
was  in  active  practice  until  1877,  when  he  removed 
to  his  pleasant  seaside  home  in  Dartmouth,  and  has 
since  resided  there. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  So- 
ciety, in  which  he  has  held  the  office  of  counselor; 
is  also  a  member  of  South  Bristol  Medical  Society, 
has  been  its  president  and  for  years  its  treasurer. 
Hy  request  of  this  society  a  communication,  prepared 
by  him  and  read  before  the  society,  on  "  Puerperal 
Tetanus,"  was  published  in  the  American  Journal  of 
the  3fedic€U  Srience$,  Republican  in  politics,  he  has 
not  sought  political  honors,  but,  soon  after  moving  to 
New  Bedford,  was  elected  overseer  of  the  poor,  which 
position  he  held  for  seventeen  consecutive  years.  He 
is  liberal  in  religious  belief,  and  an  attendant  of  the 
Unitarian  Church.  He  married,  in  October,  1833, 
Maria,  daughter  of  Hon.  John  M.  Williams,  of  Taun- 
ton. She  died  July  11,  1875,  aged  sixty-one.  They 
had  eight  children.  Their  second  daughter,  Anne 
^l.,  married  Henry  Johnson,  M.D.,  of  New  Bedford. 
She  had  three  children  who  survived  her,— Holman 
Gordon,  Theodora,  and  Elizabeth  Gordon.  Their 
four  surviving  children  are  Elizabeth,  William  Gil- 
christ (now  in  charge  of  a  private  school  in  Burling- 
ton, Iowa.  He  has  three  children, — Mabel,  Helen, 
and  William  Alexander),  Helen,  and  Emily,  wife  of 
Professor  Thomas  E.  Pope,  of  State  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, Iowa.  (She  has  two  children, — Mary  R.  and 
Ethel.)  

WILLIAM   R.  SLOCUM. 

The  family  of  Slocum  has  been  from  its  settlement 
prominently  connected  with  the  toWn  of  Dartmouth. 
The  history  of  the  town  will  show  the  name  among 
the  first  proprietors  and  settlers.  Holder  Slocum  was 
of  the  stock  of  the  original  settlers,  and  from  him,  in 
the  fiflh  generation,  is  William  R.  Slocum,  now  a 
resident  of  Dartmouth.  Peleg  Slocum,  his  son,  born 
in  Dartmouth,  was  twice  married,  his  second  wife 
14 


being  a  sister  of  John  and  James  Howland,  of  New 
Bedford.    He  had  four  sons,  JPeUg,  Holder,  Chris- 
topher, and  Cook,  and  two  daughters,  Alice  and 
Amy.    He,  like  his  immediate  ancestors,  wm  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  a  quiet  person  of  inflaenoe  in  the 
community,  and  a  large  land* owner,  and  he  attained 
the  patriarchal  age  of  ninety  years.    His  sod  Peleg, 
born  1763,  was  a  farmer,  succeeding  to  a  generous 
share  of  the  paternal  acres.    He  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  John  Ricketson,  and  had  children, — 
Bicketeon,  Otis,  William,  Amy,  Rebecca,  Eliza.    He 
lived  to  be  ninety-three.    He  was  an  energetic  man, 
of  positive  nature,  a  representative  farmer,  standing 
high  in  the  esteem  of  the  community,  and  successful 
in  business.    He  was  much  interested  in  politics,  and 
was  prominent  in  the  councils  of  the  Whig  party. 
He  died  in  1856.    His  memory  reached  back  distinctly 
to  the  events  of  the  Revolution.    His  son  EiekeUon, 
born  April,  1790,  succeeded  to  one  of  his  father's 
farms  on  Slocum's  Neck,  of  about  two  or  three  hun- 
dred acres.    He  married  Jemima,  daughter  of  John 
and  Mercy  Wing  (see  biography  of  B.  F.  Wing), 
when  but  a  young  man.    He  was  an  energetic  man, 
taught  school  in  his  youth,  and  in  various  ways  im- 
pressed himself  upon  his  generation.    He  was  two 
years  selectman,  was  representative  to  the  General 
Court,  and  was  highly  esteemed  as  a  good  citizen  and 
a  man  of  excellent  judgment  and  worth.    He  died 
July  11, 1854,  aged  sixty-four  years  and  two  months. 
Mrs.  Slocum  was  an  energetic,  robust  woman,  with  a 
strong  "  will  of  her  own,"  and  a  fit  mate  for  her  hus- 
band.   She  was  a  kind  mother,  bringing  up  a  large 
family  to  honor  her  memory.    Many  of  her  children 
died  in  infancy.    The  following  attained  maturity: 
William  R.;  Frederick  (deceased);  Charles;  Almy, 
married   Howland  Holder ;  Lydia,  married    Israel 
Brightman;  Joseph  W. ;  Frederick  (2d),  deceased; 
Msry  A.,  married  Giles  F.  Allen ;  Elizabeth,  married 
W.  W.  Allen. 

William  liickeison  Slocum^  eldest  son  of  Ricketson 
and  Jemima  (Wing)  Slocum,  was  born  in  Dartmouth, 
Mass.,  June  14, 1811.  From  very  early  life  he  has 
led  the  laborious  life  of  a  practical  New  England 
farmer,  following  the  teachings  of  Poor  Richard's 
maxim,  "  Whoever  by  the  plow  would  thrive,  himself 
must  either  hold  or  drive."  With  limited  common 
school  advantages,  he  acquired  sufficient  education  to 
successfully  teach  nine  consecutive  winter  terms  of 
school,  beginning  at  his  nineteenth  year.  These  were 
all  taught  in  his  native  town,  and  five  in  his  home 
district.  In  this  avocation  he  acquired  quite  a  repu- 
tation as  a  disciplinarian.  He  received  little  property 
from  inheritance,  and  marrying.  May  22, 1834,  Eliz- 
abeth, daughter  of  Pardon  and  Lydia  Cornell  (who 
was  born  May  29,  1811,  in  Dartmouth),  commenced 
housekeeping  on  Naushon  Island,  and  lived  there 
nine  years,  the  first  three  as  a  hired  man  on  a  farm. 
In  1843,  in  company  with  his  brother-in-law,  E. 
Browning,  he  purchased  a  farm,  on  which  they  gave 
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a  mortgage  for  three  thousand  dollan,  the  purchase 
money,  for  six  years.  Hard  work  and  economy  were 
faithfully  persisted  in,  and  a  satisfactory  evidence 
given  that  agriculture  on  a  New  England  farm  can 
be  made  a  very  remunerative  business.  Every  pay- 
ment was  made  promptly  on  time,  the  mortgage  lifted 
when  due,  and  after  nine  yean  had  passed  Mr.  Slocum 
sold  his  half-interest  for  five  thousand  dollars,  and  the 
partners  then  had  in  addition  eleven  hundred  dollars 
in  cash,  and  eleven  hundred  dollars  in  land  that 
they  had  bought. 

Mr.  Slocum  then  (1852)  purchased  the  farm  of 
about  two  hundred  acres  where  he  now  resides.  By 
the  continuation  of  the  same  industry  and  thrift  he 
has  attained  to  the  possession  of  a  handsome  prop- 
erty, and  stands  high  in  financial  as  well  as  social 
circles.  Republican  in  politics,  he  has  served  his 
town  acceptably  three  times  as  selectman.  He  is  a 
stockholder  of  the  "  yarn-mill"  of  New  Bedford,  and 
of  Boston  and  Albany  and  other  railroads.  He  has 
one  daughter,  Cornelia  R.,  born  June  12,  1842.  She 
married  John  W.  Rowland,  June  12,  1868,  and  has 
five  children— William  R.,  born  July  14,  1869; 
Rodolphus  W..  born  Nov.  3, 1870;  Elizabeth  T..born 
May  10,  1872;  Margaret  E.,  born  Dec  20,  1873; 
Alma  8.,  born  April  5,  1879.  Pardon  Cornell  was  a 
farmer  in  Dartmouth,  had  eight  children, — PhebeP., 
Godfrey,  Joseph  W.,  Mercy  A.,  Elizabeth,  Lydia  W., 
Gideon,  and  Alfred.  He  died  in  his  eighty-fourth 
year,  June  1,  1859.  Lydia,  his  wife,  died  April  9, 
1863,  aged  eighty-two.  •  They  were  Friends.  The 
father  of  Pardon  Cornell  was  Gideon,  who  was  son 
of  William.  Gideon  was  a  farmer,  married  a  Dilly 
Gifford,  who  lived  to  be  very  old,  and  is  remembered 
by  Mrs.  Slocum.  Gideon  also  died  at  an  advanced 
age.  

CAPT.  BENJAMIN   F.   WING. 

John  Wing  was  the  original  progenitor  of  nearly 
all  who  bear  the  name  in  America,  so  far  as  they  are 
known  to  the  writer.  Nothing  is  known  of  him  before 
his  arrival  at  Boston  in  June,  1680,  and  his  residence 
at  Sangus  (Lynn),  Mass.,  except  that  he  had  married 
Deborah,  the  second  daughter  of  Rev.  Stephen  Bach- 
iler,  the  first  minister  to  Lynn,  as  early  as  1632.  (For 
an  extended  history  of  .the  Rev.  Stephen  Bachiler, 
we  would  refer  the  reader  to  our  history  of  Hampton, 
Rockingham  Co.,  N.  H.)  It  appears  from  the  records 
that  Mr.  Wing  was  a  man  of  limited  circumstances, 
hence  left  Lynn,  Mass.,  for  cheaper  lands,  and  was 
probably  one  of  Rev.  Mr.  Bachiier's  party,  who  made  a 
journey  in  the  dead  of  winter  from  Lynn,  or  Ipswich,- 
to  '*  Mattucheese,"  about  1634  or  1635,  and  though 
that  enterprise  failed,  he  then  perhaps  became  ac- 
quainted with  the  region  afterwards  known  as  the 
peninsula  of  Cnpe  Cod.  As  early  as  April,  1637,  the 
General  Court  at  Plymouth  gave  to  Edward  Free- 
man and  nine  others  the  right  to  form  a  plantation, 
and  they  in  turn  had  the  right  to  receive  as  many 


others  as  they  saw  fit,  but  in  regular  order.  Some 
fifty  persons  called  "Associates"  joined  them,  and 
the  name  of  John  Wing  appears  as  the  forty-fifth  in 
said  list  Nearly  all  had  fitmilies,  and  in  order  to 
become  a  freeman  their  characters  must  be  acceptable 
to  the  Oovernor.  Church  membership  and  a  regular 
attendance  upon  and  a  proper  support  of  pablic  wor- 
ship at  authorized  places  were  indiapenaable  requi- 
sites to  becoming  a  freeman.  The  town  was  incor- 
porated as  early  as  1639,  and  the  Indian  name 'of 
*' Shawnee"  was  exchanged  for  that  of  Sandwich. 
The  old  traditional  home  of  Jolin  Wing  was  situated 
about  one  mile  from  the  present  village  of  Sandwich, 
near  a  stream  of  water  between  two  beautiftil  ponds, 
and  on  a  highland  overlooking  the  lower  sheet  of 
water  and  the  town.  Mr.  Wing  appears  to  have  been 
a  plain  man,  of  ordinary  intelligence,  never  aspiring 
to  political  distinctions,  and  only  ambitious  to  culti- 
vate his  land  and  decently  to  rear  his  children.  In  a 
few  instances,  however,  his  name  occurs  on  the  records 
of  the  Qeneral  Court  as  one  well  qualified  for  pablic 
business.  All  reliable  accounts  mention  only  three 
sons, — Daniel,  John,  and  Stephen, — who  came  with 
him  *ln  the  same  vessel  and  accompanied  him  until 
his  settlement  in  Sandwich.  The  date  of  the  death 
of  John  Wing  and  his  wife  Deborah  are  not  known, 
as  the  early  records  are  so  imperfect  and  some  are 
lost. 

Daniel  Wing,  the  eldest  son  of  John  and  Deborah 
(Bachiler)  Wing,  of  Sandwich,  Mass.,  came  with  his 
father  from  England,  and  accompanied  him  until  he 
settled  at  Sandwich.  They  resided  near  each  other. 
June  28, 1640,  Andrew  Hallett  conveyed  certain  landed 
property  to  Daniel  Wing,  the  instrument  being  wit- 
nessed by  John  Wing  and  Edward  Dillingham.  In 
1643,  Daniel  Wing  was  enrolled  with  his  brothers 
among  those  who  were  at  that  time  between  tlie  ages 
of  sixteen  and  sixty,  and  therefore  liable  to  bear 
arms.  In  1652  we  find  his  name  among  those  ap- 
pointed to  take  charge  of  the  fishing  interests  of  the 
place. 

In  1654  a  mill  for  the  accommodation  of  the  in- 
habitants, costing  twenty  pounds,  was  paid  for  by 
Daniel  Wing  and  twenty-one  other  inhabitants.  In 
1655  the  name  of  Daniel  Wing  and  a  number  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  Sandwich  are  first  mentioned 
in  connection  with  a  serious  religious  dissension  in 
the  town.  In  1657  the  people  called  Quakers  mftde 
their  first  appearance  in  Sandwich,  and  Mr.  Wing 
early  became  an  adherent  to  that  faith.  In  March, 
1058,  he  was  fined  twenty  shillings  for  entertaining 
Quakers  at  hia  home.  Mr.  Wing  refused  to  take  the 
"  oath  of  fidelity'*  because  this  particular  oath  ))ledgeil 
him  to  assist  in  the  execution  of  an  intolerant  enact- 
ment.    He  was  therefore  lined  twenty  pounds. 

In  December,  1058,  he  was  excluded  from  the  num- 
ber of  freemen,  lie  nnirried  Hannah,  a  daughter  of 
John  SwiH,  of  an  old  and  honorable  family  in  the 
western  part  of  the  town,  Sept.  5,  1641. 
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She  died  Dec.  1, 1664,  Boon  after  the  birth  of  her 
youngest  child,  and  he  died  the  same  year. 

They  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  Daniel  was  the 
youngest,  born  Not.  28,  1664.  The  descendants  of 
Daniel  Wing  have  nearly  all  been  connected  with  the 
Society  of  Friends.  Daniel,  Jr.*  (Daniel*,  John'), 
was  entered  as  townsman  of  Sandwich  in  1691,  and 
married,  in  1686,  Deborah,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Dill- 
ingham, 'Mn  Friends'  way.''  His  residence  was  near 
his  father's.  He  appears  to  have  been  the  owner  of 
a  considerable  amount  of  property.  **  On  the  ISth  of 
May,  1717,  he  deeded  half  of  his  undivided  interest 
in  some  lands  which  he  owned  in  Dartmouth,  Bristol 
Co.,  Mass.,  to  his  son  Edward.  In  the  deed  Daniel 
speaks  of  himself  as  a  cooper  and  of  Edward  as  a 
husbandman.  They  had  seven  children,  the  eldest  of 
whom  was  Edward,  born  July  10,  1687,  in  Sandwich, 
where  he  resided  until  he  removed  to  Dartmouth  and 
followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer.  He  was  mar- 
ried three  times;  first  to  Desire  Smith,  of  Dartmouth, 
November,  1713;  second,  to  Sarah  (daughter  of  Abra- 
ham and  Hannah)  Tucker,  June  1,  1714;  and  third, 
to  Patience  Ellis,  October,  1728.  By  his  second  mar- 
riage he  had  Edward,  born  in  Sandwich  in  1720; 
Abraham,  born  at  Dartmouth,  Aug.  4, 1721 ;  Jeremiah, 
and  |)erlmps  Jcdcdinh. 

Joseph,  a  son  of  Edward  and  Sarah  (Tucker)  Wing, 

married  Catharine .    Among  their  children  were 

Matthew, Daniel,  and  John.  John  married  Je- 
mima Shepherd  at  the  Friends^  meeting-house  in 
Dartmouth  Oct.  5,  1768.  At  an  early  period  he  be- 
came a  resident,  with  Abraham,  Edward,  and  Jede- 
diah  Wing,  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.  Jemima  died 
Nov.  28,  1816.  They  had  three  children,— Catharine, 
Dorcas,  and  John,  who  was  born  May  4, 1756 ;  mar- 
ried Mercy  Almy  in  Dartmouth  May  4,  1780 ;  died 
Jan.  1,  1832.  His  wife  was  born  March  5,  1755,  and 
died  Jan.  5,  1850.  They  had  nine  children,  viz., 
Lydia,  Joseph,  Catharine,  Pardon,  Patience,  Abigail, 
Jemima,  John,  and  Almy. 

Pardon,  son  of  John  and  Mercy  (Almy)  Wing,  was 
born  March  22,  1788,  and  died  October,  1860.  He 
marric<l,  about  1808,  Almy,  daughter  of  Peleg  and 
Eli74ibetli  (Uicket8on)Slocum,  of  Dartmouth.  Their 
children  are  Joseph,  Catharine,  Pelcg  S.,  Eliza,  Ben- 
jamin F.,  Caroline,  William  R.,  and  John. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Wing,  son  of  Pardon  and  Almy 
(Slocum)  Wing,  was  born  in  Dartmouth,  Mass.,  Oct. 
22,  1822.  He  was  reared  in  the  quiet  industry  of  a 
farmer's  home,  and  was  early  imbued  with  those 
qualities  of  economy,  diligence,  sobriety,  and  per- 
severance that  are  always  the  stepping-stones  to 
success.  His  advantages  for  education  were  the 
meagre  ones  of  the  country  schools  of  the  period.  In 
1840  he  commenced  a  maritime  life  on  whale  ships, 
and  continued  it  for  ten  voyages,  six  of  which  he  was 
master.  His  seafaring  was  fortunate  and  successful. 
Captain  Wing  has  erected  a  beautiful  residence,  and 
made  by  its  surroundings  a  pleasant  home  on  the 


farm  in  Dartmouth,  which  he  purchased  in  1855,  at 
the  head  of  the  Apponegansett  Biver,  and  where  he 
now  resides.  He  married  March  20,  1851,  Emily, 
daughter  of  John  and  Charity  Giffbrd,  of  an  old  New 
England  family.  She  was  bom  in  Weatport,  Mass., 
April  9, 1825.  Their  children  are  Laura  A.,  married 
Abraham  Tucker,  and  has  one  child;  Joseph  F. ; 
John  Franklin,  graduated  at  Amherst,  June,  1882, 
now  a  student  of  mineralogy  and  chemistry  at  G5i- 
tingen,  Germany;  Herbert,  attending  commercial 
college  at  Providence,  R.  I. 

Capt.  Wing  has  several  times  had  important  trusts 
confided  to  him  by  his  fellow-citizens.  He  has  been 
selectman  seven  successive  terms,  six  times  being 
chairman.  Republican  in  politics,  he  represented 
Dartmouth  in  the  Legislatures  of  1872-78,  and  his 
senatorial  district  in  1876.  His  duties  were  discharged 
with  ability  in  the  interests  of  his  constituents.  He 
is  in  harmony  with  the  better  elements  of  society,  and 
is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  Dartmouth. 


ABNER  H.  DAVIS. 


Abner  Hicks  Davis,  son  of  Philip  and  Clarissa 
(Macomber)  Davis,  was  bom  in  Dartmouth,  Sept.  20, 
1819.  His  father,  being  of  intemperate  habits,  did 
not  properly  provide  for  his  family,  and  his  earliest 
years  were  passed  in  poverty,  relieved  only  by  the  en- 
ergy and  industry  of  a  faithflil  mother, — a  woman  of 
undaunted  courage  and  sterling  worth.  When  young 
Abner  was  but  ten  years  old  the  prospect  of  a  cheer- 
less and  unprovided-for  winter  made  it  an  act  of  ne- 
cessity for  both  mother  and  son  to  leave  their  so- 
called  home  and  earn  their  own  living.  Abner  went 
to  Newport,  R.  I.,  to  work  on  a  farm  for  George  Arm- 
strong. His  father  did  not  know  his  whereabouts 
for  a  month,  when  he  discovered  where  he  was  and 
came  to  see  him.  The  young  lad  was  fearful  he 
would  be  carried  back  to  the  poverty  from  which  he 
was  escaping,  but  his  father  gave  him  his  choice-  of 
staying  or  returning.  Mr.  Armstrong  told  him  if  he 
remained  with  him  he  must  be  indentured  as  an  ap- 
prentice for  seven  years,  and  he  would  like  to  have 
him  stay.  Much  depended  on  the  boy's  decision,  but 
even  at  that  youthful  period  he  had  the  good  sense  to 
go  into  the  apprenticeship.  He  was  to  receive  his 
board  and  clothes  and  three  months'  schooling  each 
year.  Faithfully  and  well  he  served  his  master,  and 
at  the  conclusion  of  his  time,  in  the  winter  of  1886, 
went  to  New  Bedford  and  attended  school  three 
months,  "  doing  chores*'  for  his  board  for  Nehemiah 
Leonard,  and  for  his  tuition  sawing  the  school-house 
wood  and  sweeping  the  room.  We  may  easily  con- 
ceive that  the  advantages  thus  secured  were  appre- 
ciated and  diligently  improved.  The  next  summer 
was  spent  as  farm-hand  for  the  son  of  Mr.  Armstrong 
at  Newport.  Realizing  the  importance  of  education 
in  the  struggle  of  life,  he  attended  school  in  New 
Bedford  during  1838-39,  boarding  with  Capt  Daniel 
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Wood.  Hers  he  made  friendB,  sDd  in  tlio  spring  o( 
1840  secured  a  clerlcaliip  in  the  employ  of  Ivory  H. 
Sarttett,  with  a  salary  of  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  dollara  p«r  year,  boarding  hiiDself.  Here  he  re- 
toained  two  years,  the  eecond  year  receiving  fifty 
dollars  advance. 

Id  the  spring  of  1842  he  engaged  with  Cliarle«  It. 
Tucker  in  same  capacity, — three  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  dollars  salary.  After  one  year  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  llie  well-known  house  of  Ixaac  Howiand,  Jr., 
&  Co.,  the  largest  whaling  shippers  in  the  country, 
aa  ouUide  clerk  or  overseer.  Such  was  the  faithful 
service  given,  and  such  was  the  appreciation  thereof, 
that  for  twenty-two  years  he  remained  with  this  house, 
receiving  at  varioue  periods  from  three  hundred  and 
aeventy-Rve  dollars  to  one  thousand  dollars,  which 
for  several  years  was  paid  him.  Uia  economy  and 
thrift  had  during  this  period  accumulated  some 
money,  which  in  a  small  way  he  adventured  in  va- 
rious vesMela,  the  first  being  one-eighth  interest  in 
merchant  brig  "  Osceola,"  which  he  helped  to  build. 
This  investment  proved  remunerative,  and  he  afler- 
waril  had  interests  In  the  merchant  vessels  schooner 
"Boxer,"  sloop  "New  York,"  achooiiers  "Naiad 
Queen,"  "Jarnea  H.  Ashmeud,"  "Henry  Oibbs," 
"Eveline,"  barkontine  "Jane  A.  Falkenburgh," 
ships  "  Olseonta,"  "Hibernia,"  and  "John  Coggs- 
well,"  and  the  whalers  "John  Dawson,"  "Elizur  F. 
Mason,"  "  Mary,"  "  Charles  W.  Morgan,"  "  Triton," 
"Kathleen,"  "Sunbeam,"  etc.  In  18S!,  Edward  M. 
Robinson  withdrew  from  the  firm  of  Isaac  Howland. 
Jr.,  &  Co.,  and  joined  that  of  William  T.  Coleman  & 
Co.,  of  New  York  City,  becoming  the  capitalist  of 
the  Rrm.  This  house  did  an  immense  business,  and 
was  the  largest  Californian  shipping  house  in  the 
city.  In  1862,  Mr,  Davis  followed  Mr.  Robinson  and 
became  oulside  superintendent  of  the  firm,  with  a 
salary  first  of  fifteen  liundred  dollars,  then  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  He  remained  here 
three  years,  and  in  1865,  at  the  death  of  Mr.  Rob- 
JDSon,  with  Henry  A,  Barling,  a  fcllow-employ<J, 
oa  partner,  commenced  business  for  himself  under 
firm-name  of  Barling  &  Davis,  as  commission  mer- 
chants, at  1G3  Pearl  Street,  New  York  City.  This 
partnership  continued  for  thirteen  years,  with  satis- 
factory success  and  the  most  friendly  feelings,  Mr, 
Barling  being  a  gentleman  of  superior  business  abil- 
ity and  highest  integrity,  as  well  as  vuluuble  and 
pleasant  social  qualities.  Whatever  Mr.  Davis  lias 
acquired  in  business  matters  he  ascribes  to  the  valu- 
able eiperience  secured  under  Mr.  Robinson,  a  busi- 
nessman of  the  highest  qualities  and  tireless  industry. 

The  steady  application  to  business  and  the  intensity 
of  the  life  of  the  city  steadily  wore  upou  Mr.  Davis' 
constitution  until,  on  account  of  failing  health,  in 
1868,  he  withdrew  from  the  partnership,  aud  for  two 
years  devottid  himself  to  the  recuperation  of  his  pros- 
trated nature.  This  ho  succeeded  in  accomplishing, 
lu  1879  he  removed  to  the  farm  in  Dartmouth  which 


he  had  purchased  in  18Q7,  and  has  since  devoted  him- 
self to  ila  improvement  and  Che  out-door  exercise 
connected  therewith.  From  an  ordinary  farm  of 
fi/ly-four  acres,  under  his  admtnistrntion  it  has  in- 
creased to  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  and  wonder- 
fully changed  its  appearance.  No  expense  nur  labor 
has  been  spared  to  make  it  both  beautiftil  and  pro- 
ductive, and  with  an  unsurpassed  natural  locittinii,  In 
full  view  of  the  city  of  New  Bedford,  it  prosents  u 
aeries  of  fertile  fields,  arlistically  laid  out,  and  each 
surrounded  by  a  beautiful  stone  wall.  This  has  grutvn 
up  under  Mr.  Davis'  own  eye,  and  from  his  own  de- 

The  writer  hoa  [raveled  in  many  of  the  United 
States,  and  haa  never  seen  bi>  nice  a  combination  of 
nature  and  art  in  developing  a  fiirin,  nor  ao  really 
convenient  farm  buildings  aa  those  constructed  liy 
Mr.  Davis.  Tlio  view  from  tlie  hack  of  the  house  to 
the  east  is  eipecially  noticeable.  lu  doing  this  great 
labor  Mr.  Davis  employs  many  persons,  and  may  be 
considered  truly  a  benefactor,  and  ia  also  a  pattern 
and  bright  example  to  the  thoughtful  young  agri- 
culturists of  the  period,  Mr.  Davis  married  Eunice 
T.,  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  (Finkliani)  ShurllctT, 
Aug.  13,  1844,  She  was  born  in  Rochester.  Ma«i., 
Feb.  4,  1821.  She  claims  descent  from  the  old  and 
honored  English  Carver  family,  so  noted  in  the  annals 
of  Plymouth  Colony.  Their  family  consists  of  Sarah 
C,  born  Feb.  2,  1850,  and  Clarissa  H.,  born  Sept.  4, 
1869.  Barah  married  Joseph  K.  Upham,  of  New 
York  City,  anil  has  two  children,  Eunice  and  Leroy. 

Mr.  Davis  is  aself-madomau  in  t ho  highest  sense,  a 
courteous  and  amiable  Christian  gentleman.  Of  great 
energy  and  perseverance,  ho  has  risen  by  his  own  in- 
dustry and  good  habits  to  an  independent  and  grati- 
fy ing  position,  and  is  respected  by  all  the  hett«r  portion 
of  uommunity.  Ho  has  been  Whig  and  Rupublican 
In  politics;  as  such  was  a  member  of  the  dimman 
Council  of  New  Bedford  in  1862.  Both  himself  and 
wife  are  memliers  of  the  North  Christian  Church  of 
New  Bedford,  and  are  liberal  to  all  deserving  caiisci). 
The  lesson  of  his  life  may  well  be  studied,  and  with 
advantage  by  every  poor  and  friendless  boy  struggling 
toward  a  higher  life. 


JOSEPH  TDCKGS. 
The  family  of  Tuckers  now  living  within  the 
original  limits  of  the  township  of  Dartmouth  trace 
their  ancestry  tn  Henry  Tucker,  who,  according  to 
tradition,  came  from  the  Ctmnly  of  Kent,  England. 
He  firet  settled  in  the  town  of  Milton,  in  this  State, 
probably  as  early  as  1050.  It  is  related  that  he  not 
approving  of  the  proceedings  of  the  cuhinial  govern- 
ment at  Boston  respecting  the  severe  laws  passed  and 
judgments  enforee<l  against  the  tluakcrs,  lull  Miltnu 
and  finally  settled  in  Dartmouth,  within  the  limits  of 
the  Plymouth  Colony.  This  was  a  short  time  suliae- 
quently  to  16Gi>.    The  following  was  copied  from  au 


<X<^^-o 


DARTMOUTH. 
% 


218 


inscription  on  a  tree  near  the  residence  of  Benjamin 
Tucker  in  Dartmouth,  6th  mo.  5, 1844: 

**f1rit  Settled 
Bjr  Henry  Tucker  1060 

who  died  1694 
succeeded  by  ion  John 
who  died  1761,  aged  96 
•ace'  by  ton  Joaeph 
who  died  1790  aged  94 
•ucc'  by  ton  John  who 
died  1820,  aged  88.** 

The  house  he  huilt  and  lived  in  stood  in  the  same 
yard,  and  within  a  few  feet  of  the  one  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  J.  8.  Gidley. 

In  1669  he  bought  of  William  Allen,  of  Sandwich, 
one-third  of  the  original  shares  into  which  the  town- 
ship as  then  held  was  divided.  In  1679  he  made 
another  purchase  of  James  Sampson,  of  Portsmouth, 
R.  I.,  of  a  limited  number  of  acres  in  the  undivided 
lands  of  the  town.  By  these,  and  perhaps  other 
acquired  rights,  when  the  town  was  afterwards  sur- 
veyed and  divided  among  the  proprietors  in  severalty, 
his  two  sons,  Abraham  and  John  (their  father  being 
then  deceased),  became  entitled  to  and  received  sev- 
eral hundred  acres  of  land  adjoining  their  respective 
homesteads.  This  land  mostly  remained  in  the  pos- 
session of  their  descendants  until  within  some  fifly 
or  sixty  years.  It  has  now,  however,  all  passed  out 
of  the  name,  except  the  homestead  and  some  out-lots 
belonging  to  J.  and  S.  Tucker,  which  form  part  of 
the  original  tract  settled  by  Henry,  and  laid  out  to 
his  son  John. 

These  first  settlers  and  their  descendants  down  to  a 
late  period  were  mostly  farmers,  and  worthy  and  ex- 
emplary members  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  Living 
on  their  paternal  farms,  they  pursued  the  even  tenor 
of  their  ways  in  quietness  and  peace.  Having  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  their  neighbors  and  the 
community,  they  were  called  occasionally  by  their 
townspeople  to  places  of  trust  in  town  affairs,  and 
more  often  by  the  society  of  which  they  were  mem- 
bers to  fill  important  stations  and  perform  various 
duties  therein.  The  impression  lefl  upon  the  minds 
of  their  living  descendants  is  that  they  were  earn- 
estly engaged  to  live  a  life  "  void  of  offense  towards 
Ood  and.  towards  men." 

Joseph  Tucker  resides  in  the  central  part  of  the 
town,  and  is  the  oldest  living  representative  of  the 
Tucker  family.  The  farm  which  he  occupies  was  the 
homestead  of  his  father  and  grandfather,  and  though 
not  included  in  the  original  survey  made  to  the  sons 
of  Henry,  has,  however,  been  in  the  family  of  Jo- 
aeph and  his  ancestors  over  a  century. 

He  is  an  example  of  a  sagacious  and  successful 
farmer,  and  is  much  respected  by  his  friends  and  ac- 
•quaintances.  He  is  the  fifth  in  descent  from  Henry, 
as  the  following  list  of  his  ancestors'  names  will 
show :  His  father,  Edward,  died  1832,  aged  sixty-seven 
years.  His  father,  Joseph,  Jr.,  died  1827,  aged  eighty- 
seven  years.     His  father,  Joseph,  died  1790,  aged 


ninety-three  years,  eight  months.  His  father,  John^ 
died  1761,  aged  ninety-five  years.  His  father,  Henry, 
died  1694,  aged  sixty-seven  years. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  present  century 
several  of  the  descendants  have  engaged  in  other 
pursuits,  in  which  they  have  been  in  some  cases  more 
than  ordinarily  successful.  Among  these  we  may 
mention  William  Tucker  and  Charles  B.  Tucker. 

Joseph  Tucker,  son  of  Edward  and  Anna  (Gifford) 
Tucker,  was  born  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides 
in  Dartmouth,  Dec.  12,  1806.  His  educational  ad- 
vantages were  limited  to  three  months  each  winter 
until  he  was  some  fifteen  years  of  age.  His  time  has 
been  entirely  devoted  to  agriculture,  and  he  now  owns 
some  three  hundred  acres  of  well-improved  land,  por- 
tions of  which,  especially  the  home  farm,  have  been 
in  the  family  for  more  than  a  century.  He  is  a  Whig, 
and  Republican  in  politics,  but  has  never  been  an 
aspirant  for  political  honors.  He  married  Phebe, 
daughter  of  Allen  and  Hannah  Howland,  May  17, 
1831.  She  was  born  Dec.  2,  1811,  in  Dartmouth. 
She  had  one  brother.  Holder  Howland.  Their  chil- 
dren are  Edward  Tucker,  bom  Jan.  2, 1886 ;  Abram 
R.  Tucker,  born  Nov.  18, 1841. 

Edward  Tucker  married  Abby  Potter,  and  has  one 
daughter,  Nellie,  who  married  William  P.  Macom- 
ber,  and  they  have  a  son,  Edward  S. 

Abram  R.  Tucker  married  Laura  A.,  daughter  of 
Capt.  B.  F.  Wing  (see  B.  F.  Wing's  biography),  and 
has  one  son,  Joseph  F.  Allen  Howland,  son  of 
Joshua,  and  grandson  of  Timothy,  married  for  his 
second  wife  Rhoda,  daughter  of  Lilly  Strafford,  and 
had  five  children, — Elihu,  Hannah,  Lucy  (deceased), 
Sarah  (deceased),  and  John  R.  (deceased). 


THE  TRAFFORD   FAMILY. 

The  Trafford  family  in  this  country  are  descended 
from  a  prominent  Protestant  family  of  England, 
which,  under  the  popish  persecutions,  suffered  much 
in  person  and  estate.  The  first  Trafford  who  started 
for  America  was  a  wealthy  gentleman  living  near 
London.  He  was  selected  as  a  victim  for  death 
during  the  last  Catholic  persecution  in  England, 
and  was  warned  when  the  officers  coming  to  arrest 
him  were  approaching  his  house,  and  not  having 
time  to  escape  he  hastily  put  on  his  groom's 
clothes  and  engaged  in  labor  in  the  stables.  The 
officers  came,  found  no  one  but  the  grooms,  and  de- 
parted. Trafford  then  left  the  place,  and  chartered  a 
vessel  to  remove  himself  and  family  to  America. 
Here  he  passes  from  our  knowledge.  Whether  he 
was  captured  and  was  executed,  or  died  while  at  sea, 
are  equally  unknown  to  us.  The  vessel,  however, 
came  to  America,  and  landed  at  Dartmouth,  Mass., 
about  1690,  bringing  his  two  sons,  one  of  whom  was 
Thomas.  The  English  estates  were  confiscated,  and 
reverted  to  the  crown.    Thomas  settled  in  Dartmouth, 
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married,  aiid  hftd  cliildren.  From  the  landing  at 
Dartmoulh  ihe  Traftord  family  baa  been  connected 
with  the  history  of  Bristol  Cuunty.  The  oldest  son 
of  Thomas  and  the  only  child  attaining  maturity  waa 
Philip.  He  had  a  son  Joieph,  who  was  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier  under  Washington.  Tradition  says 
that  once,  while  he  was  standing  guard,  Washington 
endeavored  to  make  the  rounds  without  giving  the 
countersign.  He  succeeded  in  pausing  two  of  llie 
guards,  hut  Trafford  refused  to  let  Iiim  pass  until  he 
had  given  the  proper  countersign.  From  that  lime 
Joseph  Trafford  was  the  one  chonon  for  duties  of 
great  trust  and  especial  responsibilities,  and  he  waa 
rapidly  promoted,  becoming  one  of  the  beet  offlcera 
in  hia  division.  He  lived  and  died  in  Dartuiouih, 
leaving  seven  children,— Samuel,  Joseph,  William 
Bradford',  Philip,  Phebe,  Euth,  and  Naomi.  We 
find  in  family  records  that  Joseph  had  a  brother 
Elihu,  who  with  two  others  ran  a  vessel  from  New 
Bedford  to  New  York  and  up  the  Connecticut  River. 
While  the  vessel  was  moored  at  New  Bedford,  Elihu 
and  two  others  started  on  foot  to  visit  their  friends  in 
Dartmoulh.  When  but  a  short  distance  out  they  ob- 
served British  soldiers  following  them,  when  they 
shot  at  them,  and  the  soldiers  returning  their  fire 
instantly  killed  all  three.  (For  further  history  of  the 
Trafford  family,  see  page  381.) 


FREDERICK  ALUT. 
Frederick  Almy,  third  son  of  Thomas  and  Sarah 
Almy,  was  born  in  Dartmoulh,  Maas.,  April  30,  1811, 
where  he  lived  until  1837,  when  he  settled  inbuainesa 
in  Boaton,  Mass.,  and  lived  there  or  in  the  vicinity  til! 
the  time  of  his  death. 

In  1828  be  commenced  businesa  at  Russell'a  mills, 
Dartmouth,  Mass.,  keeping  a  small  country  store,  and 
continued  there  till  1837,  the  time  of  hU  removal  to 
Boston.  He  then,  with  his  elder  brother,  William 
Almy,  Joseph  W.  Patterson,  and  Jarvls  Slade,  formed 
the  firm  of  Almy,  Patterson  &  Co.  Mr.  Slade  retired 
in  1846,  and  Mr.  Patterson  in  1866,  when  the  lirni 
became  Almy,  Hobart  &  Co.;  this  firm  lasled  two 
yeare,  and  waa  succeeded  by  Almy  &  Oo,  Jan.  1, 18li8, 
Frederick  Aliny  being  the  senior,  Henry  Almy  (Wil- 
liam Almy's  son),  Francis  N.  Foster,  and  George  P. 
Slade  (Jarvia  Blade's  son),  being  associated  with  him. 
This  firm  waa  dissolved  December,  1872,  on  accouut 
of  Mr.  Frederick  Almy's  ill-health,  and  so  ended  the 
succession  of  firms  which  had  been  aa  laud-marks  in 
the  dry-goods  business  for  so  many  years. 

Bis  life  was  entirely  devoted  to  business,  and,  with 
the  exception  of  a  directorship  in  the  National  Eugle 
'  Bank  of  Boaton,  he  held  no  public  oflice. 

He  died  Aug.  6,  1875.  In  1847  waa  married  to 
.  Butan  H.  Nilea,  daughter  of  Thomas  Nilea,  of  Boston ; 
there  were  four  children,— El iwibeih  B.  Almy,  Fred- 
erick Almy,  Edward  P.  Almy,  Henry  N.  Almy, 


CHAPTER   XIX. 

DKHITON.' 
- Tbtrt  U  prup.flr  ■"•  blilonr,  u»l)'  U«f r*vliJ'-— K"*"*". 

It  is  probable  that.  In  common  with  several  other 
towns,  tlie  territory  now  the  town  of  Dighton  waa 
first  visited  by  white  men  on  tliat  memorable  occnaiou 
in  July,  1621,  when  Winalow  and  Hopkins,  with  the 
friendly  Squanto  as  guide  and  interpreter,  journeyed 
from  Plymouth  to  Pokanoket,  on  the  ahorea  of  Narra- 
ganeelt  Bay,  to  visit  the  Hachein  Massoaoit. 

Yet  their  discovery  of  this  region  may  have  been 
forestalled  in  the  eleventh  century  by  the  Norsemen, 
in  their  visits  to  the  unceruin  region  they  had  named 
Vinlund,  or  possibly  by  the  Florentine,  Veraiiano, 
who,  as  every  school-boy  ought  to  know,  sailed  up 
Narragansett  Bay  in  1524  and  lay  at  anchor  for  a 
fortnight  in  the  sheltered  haven  that  is  now  Newport 
Harbor,  from  whence  he  may  have  sent  exploring  par- 
ties up  the  Cohan  net,  or  Taunton  River;  but  in  the 
absence  of  any  record  of  previous  discovery,  Dighton 
Rock  being  nearly  given  np  as  a  relic  of  the  Norse 
rovers,  the  Plymouth  worthies  must  be  considerefl  as 
the  discoverers  of  our  townahip. 

As  we  read  the  quaint  narrative  of  their  journey 
into  tlie  unknown  wilderness,  it  is  not  difficult  W  im- 
agine what  must  have  been  the  aspect  of  the  country 
through  which  they  passed,  where  vast  silent  stretclies 
of  fnreat  were  occasionally  broken  by  sparkling  ponds 
and  streams,  or  by  deserted  Indian  plantations,  from 
which  the  inhabitants  had  been  swept  by  the  great 
plague  of  1617."  Whether  ihia  terrible  sickness  was 
the  yellow  fever,  as  some  suppose,  or  aome  other 
equally  fatal  disease,  will  never  be  known,  but  what- 
ever it  was  it  devastated  the  country  iVoiu  the  Penob- 
scot to  Narragansett  Bay,  sparing  only  the  Nauseta 
on  Cape  Cod.  "  As  we  paaaed  along,"  says  (he  his- 
torian of  the  journey,  "  we  observed  that  tliere  were 
few  places  by  the  river  that  had  not  been  inhabited, 
by  reason  whereof  much  ground  was  cleared,  save  of 
weeds  which  grew  higher  than  our  heads." 

The  two  sturdy  explorers,  tramping  on  after  their 
taciturn  guide,  must  have  had  even  their  unpoetic 
minds  touched  by  the  solemn  grandeur  of  Uie  prim- 
eval foreats.wlth  its  dim  religiouslightand  its  awe-in- 
spiring slillneaa,  broken  by  scarcely  a  sound  save  their 
own  footfalls.  At  limes,  perhaps,  the  spell  would  be 
broken  by  the  chatter  of  a  chipmunk  overhead, 
howl  of  some  beast  of  prey  in  the  di 
woods.  But  silence  and  solitude  we 
acterielics  of  the  land. 

The  difference  between  the  magnificent  forest 
ery  of  Uiat  day  and  the  sapling  woods,  choked^ 
briers  and  underbrush,  of  tlie  present 
by  the  statement  that  "  though  the  co 
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and  overgrown  with  woods,  yet  the  trees  stand  not 
thicke,  but  a  man  may  well  ride  a  horse  among  them." 
This  park-like  character  of  the  forest  was  due  to  the 
Indian  custom  of  regularly  burning  the  leaves  under 
the  trees  in  the  spring,  thus  preventing  the  growth  of 
underbrush,  with  no  injury  to  the  trees.  Only  the 
wettest  swamps  escaped  these  annual  fires.  Journey- 
ing through  the  woods  in  the  <Iays  of  the  Pilgrims 
could  be  performed  as  easily  and  quickly  as  over 
cleared  land.  There  was  a  well -beaten  path  from 
Plymouth  to  Pokanoket,  remains  of  which  are  sup- 
posed to  still  exist  in  this  town  in  the  rows  of  flat 
stepping-stones  that  are  found  at  swampy  places, 
where  no  path  made  by  white  men  would  be  likely  to 
be  encountered. 

Although  Dighton  was  settled  at  a  later  date  than 
many  other  towns  in  the  State,  yet  its  settlement  is 
mostly  veiled  in  obscurity,  and  only  a  few  traditions, 
perhaps  not  wholly  reliable,  have  been  handed  down 
concerning  the  first  settlers  and  the  time  previous  to 
Philip's  war.  One  of  these  traditions,  related  to  a 
friend  of  the  writer  of  these  pages  by  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolutionary  army  named  Snell,'  then  an  old  man 
of  eighty,  ih  to  the  effect  that  when  the  first  white 
men  settled  in  this  township,  the  only  cleared  land 
they  found,  excepting  the  salt  marshes  and  perhaps  a 
few  plantations  by  the  river,  was  a  level  tract  lying 
mostly  to  the  north  and  west  of  what  is  now  the 
Lower  Four  Corners.  This  tract,  perhaps  a  mile  in 
length  from  east  to  west,  was  several  hundred  acres 
in  extent,  and  was  used  by  the  natives  for  their  plan- 
tations on  account  of  its  level  surface  and  its  some- 
what light,  sandy  soil.  The  squaws,  who  did  most  of 
the  labor,  found  it  easy  to  plant  and  to  cultivate  with 
their  clam-shell  or  moose  shoulder-blade  hoes. 

The  eastern  limit  of  this  aboriginal  clearing  was 
east  of  the  old  stage-road  that  runs  northerly  from 
the  Four  Corners,  while  at  its  western  end  it  took  in 
the  trncU  that  are  now  the  farms  of  C.  W.  Turner,  F. 
A.  Whitmarsh,  and  Isaac  Pierce.  At  its  southeast- 
ern corner  it  included  the  site  of  the  village  at  the 
Four  Corners,  and  also  the  cemetery  of  the  Unita- 
rian Society.  A  portion  of  this  large  tract  has  long 
been  known  as  the  Old  Field,  and  formerly  belonged 
to  Capt.  Rufus  Whitmarsh,  and  afterwards  to  Dr. 
Alfred  Wood,  who  established  the  Dighton  Nursery 
on  iU  eastern  end.  It  is  now  owned  by  a  number  of 
pcrHons.  Nearly  in  the  centre  of  this  great  clear  space, 
which  was  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  primeval 
forest,  was  a  large  white-oak  tree,  which  is  still  stand- 
ing, and  which  bids  fair,  unless  some  thoughtless 
vandal  shall  cut  it  down  for  timber  or  firewood,  or, 
as  was  done  with  Shakespeare's  mulberry,  to  make 


1  Anthony  Sueli,  the  old  BeToluUoniiry  soldier  referred  to,  saw  a 
good  deiil  of  fighting  in  Rhode  Island  and  elsewhere.  He  was  finally 
taken  prisoner  and  carried  to  Kngland,  where  he  was  kept  antil  the 
end  of  the  war.  He  llred  In  the  house  on  the  Broad  Core  road  now 
owned  by  the  heirs  of  Jonathan  Hathawtiy.  Anthony  SnelKs  brother 
John  was  alsii  a  ReTolutlonary  soldier. 


into  relics,  to  stand  for  centuries  to  come.  The 
growth  of  this  oak  has  been  very  slow  in  that  light 
soil,  and  it  may  have  been  a  good-sized  tree  when 
Columbus  landed  at  Guanahani.  It  is  not  the  largest 
white-oak  in  the  town,  but  it  is  a  stately  and  hand- 
some tree,  whose  sturdy  branches  have  stood  the 
onset  of  a  thousand  gales.  Close  to  its  trunk  runs  the 
private  lane  or  avenue  through  the  Old  Field.  If  the 
leaves  of  this  ancient  tree  had  the  gift  of  speech,  like 
those  of  the  talking  oak  in  the  fable,  they  could  un- 
doubtedly tell  strange  stories  of  the  transactions  which 
have  taken  place  under  its  spreading  foliage,  for  here, 
according  to  tradition,  was  a  noted  and  favorite  ren- 
dezvous of  the  natives,  a  sort  of  alfrueo  hotel,  where 
they  were  accustomed  to  stop  all  night  when  out 
hunting  or  on  the  war-path,  where  powwows  were 
held  and,  very  likely,  captives  tortured.  The  sachem 
Philip  and  sagamores,  it  is  said,  used  frequently  to 
visit  this  tree.  Yet  the  sagacious  and  wily  Metacom 
did  not  consider  even  this  isolated  spot  a  safe  trysting- 
place  for  himself  and  his  braves  when  they  were  con- 
spiring against  the  whites,  but  paddled  his  canoe  to 
the  barren  little  island  at  the  mouth  of  Assonet  Biver, 
known  to  this  day  as  Conspiracy  Island. 

Its  isolated  position,  remote  from  other  large  trees, 
the  traditions  connected  with  it,  and  its  great  age 
make  this  oak  the  most  interesting  tree  in  this  vicinity. 
Some  distance  to  the  north  of  this  tree,  but  within  the 
limits  of  the  clearing,  was  an  Indian  village  and  ceme- 
tery. A  house  was  built  not  far  from  their  sites  in  the 
last  century  by  one  Simeon  Perry.  It  was  afterwards 
known  as  the  Booney  house,  and  is  no  longer  stand- 
ing. 

One-third  of  the  great  tract  or  farm  that  has  been 
described  was  planted  in  rotation  by  the  natives  each 
year,  which  leflb  two-thirds  of  the  ground  fallow,  giv- 
ing the  soil  a  chance  to  recuperate  for  two  years  after 
each  crop.  Their  method  of  planting  was  laborious. 
It  consisted  in  scooping  out  holes  about  four  feet  apart, 
and  nearly  a  foot  deep,  into  each  of  which  was  placed 
one  or  more  herrings.  The  holes  were  then  partially 
filled  with  earth,  and  the  seeds  planted  and  covered. 
Besides  corn,  they  raised  beans,  squashes,  and  a  sort 
of  sunflower  with  an  edible  root,  resembling  the  arti- 
choke. With  the  savory  succotash  and  the  toothsome 
parched  or  roasted  corn  ;  with  nuts  of  various  kinds 
to  be  had  for  the  gathering;  with  fish,  clams,  and 
oysters;  with  venison  and  other  game  meat,  the 
Indian,  gastronomically  considered,  would  not  have 
been  badly  ofi*  if  he  had  not  been  so  constitutionally 
lazy  and  improvident. 

The  natives  who  inhabited  the  village  mentioned 
and  cultivated  the  adjacent  plantations  were  un- 
doubtedly the  Pocassets ;  this  tribe  also  inhabited  the 
territory  that  is  now  covered  by  the  towns  of  Tiverton, 
Somerset,  Swansea,  and  a  part  of  Behoboth.  Like 
the  Wampanoags,  the  Namaskets,  and  the  Nansets, 
they  were  under  the  authority  of  Massasoit,  and  after 
him,  of  his  sons,  Alexander  and  Philip. 
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The  traditiona  which  Imve  thus  far  been  followed 
place  the  fint  white  settlement  in  the  territory  now 
Dighton  aroand  the  great  Indian  fiirDi  above  de- 
BOribed.  The  earliest  eettlera  were  undoubtedly  iiquHl- 
t«r8.  but  whether  they  were  hunters  or  lumbermen,  or 
farmen  or  trappers,  or  a  little  of  each  ia  not  related  ; 
neither  do  we  know  who  the;  were,  nor  where  they 
came  from.  Their  houses  were  at  flnt  probably  tog 
huts  for  temporary  shelter.  One  of  them  stood,  it  is 
said,  weet  of  what  is  now  called  the  Pine  Swamp,  and 
not  for  from  the  site  of  the  Booney  or  Perry  house 
referred  to.  Another  was  built  on  the  southern  edge 
of  the  clearing,  on  the  land  now  owned  by  Isaac  Pierge. 
while  a  third  was  on  the  eastern  edge  of  the  cleared 
land,  not  far  from  the  grape-house  on  the  estate  of  the 
late  Dr.  Gardner  Peck.  These  apoU  were  selected  as 
the  sites  of  their  homes  by  the  pioneer  settlers  on  ac- 
count of  their  natural  advantages,  being  on  the  edge 
of  the  deserted  plantation,  and  with  plenty  of  wood 
and  excellent  water  close  at  hand  ;  at  each  of  these 
places  there  was  a  fine  spring,  which  saved  the  trouble 
and  expense  of  digging  a  well.  These  ipringii  were 
fully  appreciated  bj  the  natives,  who  would  not  wil- 
lingly drink  out  of  a  stream  or  a  pond,  but  would  go 
long  distances  to  slake  their  thirst  at  a  spring.  This 
was  one  of  their  wliiuns,  or  perhaps  a  superstition. 

Many  Indian  relics  have  been  picked  up  on  the 
clearing  under  consideration,  such  as  arrow-heads  of 
,  quarti  and  sandstone,  fragmenta  of  tomahawks,  stone 
pestles,  and  other  implements  used  iu  hunting  or  for 
domestic  purposes.  These  relics  are  especially  nu- 
merous in  the  vicinity  of  the  site  of  the  aboriginal 
village  and  cemetery  previously  mentioned.  No 
traces  of  the  Indian  graves  are  now  to  be  found,  as 
they  had  neither  mounds  of  earth  nor  tombstoneu  to 
mark  their  sites. 

The  squatters,  whom  tlie  tradition  stales  had  their 
domiciles  on  the  edge  of  the  great  plain,  very  prob- 
ably removed  elsewhere  before  the  outbreak  of  the 
Indian  war  of  1G75.  There  is  another  tradition  that 
when  hostilities  commenced  by  the  slaughter  of  the 
Swansea  people  only  one  family  of  white  persons  was 
living  on  the  South  Purchase,  now  DIghton,  which 
was  that  of  Capt.  Jared  Talbot.  It  is  relatcti  that  he 
and  his  family  were  hastily  removed  to  Taunton  in 
boats  in  the  night.  At  Taunton  tliere  was  quite  ti 
settlement,  and  there  was  n  block-house  for  refuge  and 
defense  in  case  of  an  attack  by  the  savagus.  The 
block-  or  garrison -house  stood  on  or  near  the  present 
site  of  Music  Hall.  Jared  Talbot's  name  occurs  fre- 
quently in  the  old  records,  as  will  be  seen  further  on 
in  this  sketch.  Ilefore  Philip  went  to  war  with  the 
English  he  had  sold  moat  of  the  territory  that  had 
belonged  to  Massasoit,  including  the  land  in  this 
township;  of  the  latter  transaction  the  following  is  a 
brief  account. 

Dighton,  as  is  well  known,  was  once  n  part  of 
Taunton.  It  was  called  the  Taunton  South  Purchase, 
and  was  bought  by  a  company  of  Taunton  men  of  the 


Sachem  Philip  for  one  hundred  and  ninety  pounds, 
lawful  money.  The  land  was  bought  in  two  sections 
and  at  two  different  limes.'  The  first  aectlur.  was 
stated  to  be  three  miles  broad  on  the  river,  and  ex- 
tended back  intn  the  woods  four  miloa.  The  deed  of 
the  first  section  was  dated  the  !28th  day  of  September, 
1072,  and  the  consideration  mentioned  was  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-tiiree  pounds.  The  land  waicunveyed 
to  a  committee  of  the  asaocialcs,  consisting  of  Wil- 
liam Brenton.  Esq.,  William  Harvey,  JamtM  Walker,' 
RIchanI  Williams,  Walter  £>eane,  George  Mocy, 
and  John  lUchmond,  who  transferred  the  deed,  ex- 
cepting their  own  rights,  to  the  Rev.  George  Shove. 
third  minister  of  Taunton,  and  scveuty-six  ussoci- 
ates,  or  proprietors  of  the  land. 

The  second  section  purchased  was  on  the  south  side 
of  the  first  section,  and  was  one  mile  wide  on  the 
river  and  four  miles  In  length.  The  price  paid  for  it 
was  forty -seven  pounds,  and  the  deed  was  dated  Oct, 
1,  1672.  It  was  ostensibly  bought  by  Coustant  South- 
worth,  treasurer  of  the  Plymouth  Colony,  who  im- 
mediately transferred  the  deed  to  the  committee  of 
the  aasociatos  mentioned.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that, 
according  to  the  value  of  unimproved  land  in  thoM 
days  and  the  much  greater  value  of  muiiuy  thou  than 
now,  the  purchasers  paid  Philip  a  rcniioiiablu  prii'e  for 
the  tract,  but  in  some  unexplained  way  they  managed 
to  get  excellent  measure,  the  town  being  over  five 
miles  in  length  on  the  river.  Soon  after  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  South  Purchase,  the  proprietors  sold  a 
tract  of  it  a  mile  wide  from  cast  to  west,  and  two 
miles  in  length,  lying  in  the  southwest  corner,  to  the 
town  of  Swansea.  The  date  of  tlio  tranaactiiin  and 
the  price  paid  for  the  luud  I  have  not  been  able  to 
lind  o  record  of.  The  tract  has  since  beeu  known  us 
the  Two-Mile  Purchase. 

Previously  to  the  deeds  given  to  the  proprietors  bj 
Philip,  the  only  mention  of  the  tract  comprising  the 
South  Purchase  is  in  a  paper  given  by  Philip  in  1603 
to  the  colonists,  conRrming  certain  grouts  of  his 
father,  Ossametpiin,  or  Massasnit,  The  latter  had  at 
an  early  period  granted  tii  the  Plymouth  people  tlie 
privilege  of  eetablishing  a  tradiug-liouse  at  StAre- 
Houso  Point,  now  in  the  town  of  Somerset.  Philip, 
in  the  docunieoi  mentioned,  confirmeil  the  privilege, 
and  included  the  use,  but  not  the  fee,  of  certain  other 
lands.  He  refers  to  "the  meadows  upon  llio  great 
river  downwards  so  far  as  Store-llousu  I'olnl  bU 
called,  with  all  the  meadows  of  Assunut  and  llroatl 
Cove,  with  a  small  tract  of  land  bought  of  Islibeu, 
lying  betwixt  the  niarkcil  true  at  the  pond  lunl  the 
mouth  of  Nistoquahaniiock,  or  Three-SIilu  Itiver." 
It  would  bo  interesting  to  know  where  the  pond  and 
the  marked  tree  mentioned  in  the  grunt  were  situ- 
Soon  allcr  the  Indian  wnr  wos  over  the  South  Pur- 
chase began  to  be  settled  by  immigrants  from  Tauu- 
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ton  proper  and  from  other  towns,  but  neither  written 
documents  nor  traditions  tell  us  much  in  regard  to 
their  names  or  their  doings  until  the  early  part  of 
the  eighteenth  century.  The  earliest  record  of  a 
marriage  to  be  found  in  the  town  books  is  as  follows : 
"  Jared  Talbut  and  Rebecca  Hathway  were  marryed 
in  ye  year  one  thousand  nix  hundred  and  eighty  and 
seven,  ye  fourth  day  of  May/' 

Then  follows  an  entry  of  the  birth  of  a  son,  the 
name  obliterated :  " ,  the  son  of  Jared  Tal- 
but by  Rebecca,  was  bom  March  26  Anno  Domini, 
1688,  died  ye  eleventh  day  of  ye  same  mouth/'  But 
this  loss  was  madn  good  the  next  year  by  the  birth  of 
another  son, — **  Jared  Talbut,  ye  son  of  Jared  Talbut 
by  Rebecca,  his  wife,  was  born  April  ye  fourth  day, 
1680."  In  1691  another  son  was  born,  who  was  named 
Josiah,  and  in  1692  twin  girls  made  their  appearance, 
but  both  died  in  a  few  days.  In  1693  another  pair  of 
girls  were  introduced  upon  the  scene,  but,  like  their 
predecessors,  their  lives  were  cut  short  before  the 
month  was  out.  Thereafter,  in  quick  succession,  came 
other  children, — Jacob,  John,  Elizabeth,  Beth,  Re- 
becca, Ebenezer,  Benjamin, — fourteen  children  in  all, 
but  not  more  than  half  of  them  surviving  the  perils 
of  infancy. 

Besides  Jared  Talbot,  only  three  other  heads  of 
families  are  mentioned  in  the  brief  records  of  the 
births,  deaths,  and  marriages  in  the  South  Purchase 
in  the  last  part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  These 
are  Ephraim  Hathaway,  the  first  birth  in  whose  family 
of  eleven  was  in  1690;  Nicholas  Stephens,  the  first 
of  whose  nine  children  was  born  in  1696;  and  Ed- 
ward Babbitt,  who  had  nine  children,  the  first  being 
born  in  1695.  The  names  that  occur  in  the  records 
of  the  enrly  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  prior  to 
1712,  when  the  town  wns  incorporated,  are  as  follows, 
only  heads  of  families  being  mentioned :  David  Walker, 
Edward  Shove,  Ebenezer  Pitts,  Samuel  Talbut,  Nathan 
Walker,  John  Burt,  and  Abraham  Hathaway.  The 
records  were  very  imperfectly  kept  in  those  days  and 
for  many  years  afterwards,  and  many  of  the  births, 
deaths,  and  marriages  that  occurred  were,  probably, 
not  recorded  at  all.  This  imperfection  of  the  old 
record  books  is  more  noticeable  in  the  marriages  and 
deaths  than  in  the  births. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  extracts  that 
Jared  Talbot,  one  of  the  first  authentic  settlers  of 
the  South  Purchase,  was  not  married  until  ten  years 
after  the  close  of  Philip's  war,  so  that  the  tradition 
in  regard  to  his  family's  removal  to  Taunton  on  the 
breaking  out  of  hostilities  is  apparently  incorrect.^ 
The  house  that  he  built  has  long  since  been  torn 
down.  It  stood  near  the  town  burying-ground  on 
the  hill,  on  the  east  side  of  the  old  Bristol  and 
Taunton  road,  and  not  far  from  where  Dexter  Pierce's 


1  KehoccR  Ilnllmwnj  may  Imre  been  Jnred  Talbot*!  aocond  wife,  In 
which  ciiM  there  would  be  no  lnconii«tencjr  between  the  tradition  and 
the  reconln. 


house  now  stands.  The  Rebecca  Hathaway  that  he 
married  was  probably  the  daughter  of  John  Hatha- 
way, one  of  the  original  proprietora  of  the  South 
Purchase.  Talbot  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of 
considerable  influence  in  the  settlement  on  the  South- 
Purchase,  active  in  church  matters,  as  well  as  in  secu- 
lar affairs.  In  the  records  he  is  sometimes  called  Capt. 
Jared  Talbot  and  sometimes  Jared  Talbot,  Esq.  He 
died  Jan.  21, 1738.  His  wife  survived  him  nine  years. 
He  was  the  second  clerk  of  the  town,  the  first  having 
been  Joseph  Deane.  He  also  served  the  town  as  one 
of  the  assessors,  and  was  a  representative  to  the  Gen- 
eral 0)urt  in  1722.  He  also  took  an  active  part  in 
securing  an  act  of  the  Legislature  incorporating  the 
town.  His  influence  in  the  community  is  shown  in 
the  following  agreement,  drawn  up  in  1708,  between 
the  inhabitants  on  the  west  side  of  Taunton  River 
and  those  on  the  east  side : 

**To  aU  Cftri$lian  ptopU  to  whom  tkmt  frmemti  aholl  6om§:  Know  je, 
that,  whereaa,  we,  ye  •nbeerH>ers,  Inhabitant!  of  Taanlon  Joint  Par- 
chase,  together  with  tome  of  jre  inhabitanta  of  tM  Taaoton  on  y^  aaat 
Bide  of  Tannton  great  rirer,  hare  preper'd  a  peUtloo  to  yeOaoeral  Ooart 
to  be  drawn  off  from  B*d  Taunton  and  to  be  a  Townehlp  or  a  prednet  bjr 
onreelTee,  our  hein  and  raccewon  Tolnntarilj  agree  to  and  with  je  in* 
habitant*  on  ye  eaiit  elde  of  i*d  rlTer,  tIe^  all  and  eTery  of  them  that 
are  contained  within  ye  bounda  set  in  B*d  petition,  to  all  and  erery  of  ye 
following  artlclee,  and  we  do  by  theae  pmenta,  bind  and  oblige ourMlvea, 
onre  and  erery  of  our  hoin  and  auoceaMn,  to  fulfill  and  perform  all  and 
every  pf  ye  following  articlea : 

**  FIrat.  We,  ye  iuhabllanta  of  e'd  Taunton  South  Purchaae  do  oor- 
enant,  promise,  and  engage,  to  and  with  ye  Inhabitants  on  ye  east  alda 
of  B*d  Taunton  great  rirer,  tIs.,  all  those  that  are  contained  within  ye 
bounds  or  limits  of  our  petition,  that  at,  or  any  time  after  ye  expiration 
or  end  of  fifteen  years  aRer  ye  date  of  theae  presents,  if  s*d  inhabttants 
on  ye  east  side  of  said  rirer,  with  the  reat  of  their  neighbors  llrlng  oon- 
reuient,  doe  Judge  themselTes  capable  and'doe  goe  about  to  obtain  a 
part  out,  or  township,  In  order  to  settle  ye  gospel  among  themselTsa, 
that  we,  ye  said  inhabitants  of  ye  South  Purohase,  will  not  molest,  de- 
tain, or  hinder  them,  but  that  they  shall  be  fk«e  from  all  ye  obligatlou 
to  UB,  and  we  putting  them  to  no  charge  on  any  account. 

**  2ndly.  We,  ye  Inhabitants  of  s*d  South  Purchase,  do  ooTenant,  prom- 
ise, and  engage  to  and  unto  ye  Inhabitants  on  ye  east  side  of  ye  sM  river, 
that  we  will,  on  our  own  coat  and  charge,  build  and  completely  finish  a 
oouTenient  Meeting  House,  of  couTenlent  bigness  for  all  our  inhabitants 
contained  within  ye  confines  of  our  said  s*d  precinct,  and  s*d  Meeting 
House  to  be  completely  finished,  within  and  without,  within  ye  space  of 
one  year*s  time  after  s*d  petition  Is  granted.  If  granted  at  all.— Farther, 
s*d  Inhabitants  of  s*d  South  Purchase  doe  engage,  as  aboTe,  that  they, 
at  their  charge  and  cost,  will  proTlde  a  suflldent  settlement,  both  of 
housing  and  landa,  for  B*d  minister,  lh>m  all  of  which  charges  aforesaid 
ye  s'd  Inhabitants  of  s*d  South  Purchase  doe  engage  to  f^ee  8*d  Inhabi- 
tants  on  ye  east  side  of  s'd  rlTer;  and,  farther,  that  when  s*d  meeUng- 
house  Is  so  finished,  then  our  neighbors  on  ye  east  side  of  s*d  rlTer  shall 
have  as  good  right  In  It  as  though  they  had  carried  on  their  parts  In 
building  It,  according  to  ye  proportion  of  rates  they  doe  pay.  Meztly, 
we,  ye  Inhabitants  of  ye  east  side  of  s'd  rlTer,  doe  covenant  and  promise 
as  aforenald,  that  wo  will  be  at  equal  charges  with  them  of  s'd  South 
Purchase  in  procuring  and  maintaining  a  minister  so  long  as  we  con- 
tinue to  meet  together  and  no  longer. 

''Sd.  Jared  Talbot,  fur  himself  and  his  successors,  doth  coreoant  as 
aliore,  to  and  witli  ye  Inhabitants  on  s'd  east  side  of  s'd  river,  and  their 
successors,  that  both  himself  and  they  shall  and  %rill  allow  and  find  a 
conTenlent  way  to  s'd  meeting-house  from  ye  great  river  to  ye  country 
road  on  ye  west  side  of  s'd  Talbot's  land,  for  s'd  inhabitants  to  go  to  s'd 
meeUng-hoose,  s'd  way  to  be  Just  above  Legreganset  river  mouth,  and 
so  to  go  along  on  ye  south  side  of  ye  new  dwelUng-hoose  of  s'd  Talbot, 
so  long  as  they  meet  together  and  no  longer. 

**  4th1y.  We,  ye  Inhabitants  of  s'd  purchase  do  promise,  as  aforesaid, 
that  we  will  be  at  equal  cost  and  charge  with  ye  s'd  Inhabitants  of  east 
side  of  s'd  river.  In  building  and  maintaining  a  ferry-boat  sulBdent  for 
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pMilng  over  to  nMeUng,  and  to  long  m  Ih^f  eoallB«t  Id 
aod  no  longer. 

** Sthljr.  It  U  nntiMlly  ftgrMd  by  boHi  pmkiifcwdVI  Md «ahoff«ini, 
that  jre  nootlttg-boiiM  •hAll  bo  Mt  «m  y«  hill,  oB  y*  w«l  Mo  of  jw  «agr, 
over  agalnat  Talbot's  new  dwolUiiff-lMNHt^  aad  wAjoiwiw^  tM  «agr. 

**  etbljr.  It  is  mntiMlly  agreed  bjr  both  pwifai  aiNViM,  that  whaa  w 
have  a  school  kept.  It  sbaU  bo  kept  sBMitlMis  —  a—  Mo  of  aM  ilfw, 
and  sometimes  on  70  other  ddo  of  sPd  rifw,  tflOordlBf  to  jo  pwportlon 
of  rates  tbej  do  pay, 

•*  Lastly.  It  U  matoally  agreed  by  both  ptrtfaa  that  ya  above  writtoa 
articlee  oontlnne  so  long  as  wo  moot  togsthsr  aad  bo  loBfsr. 

**  In  witness  whereof  we,  ye  s*d  InhafaltaBla •■  ya  west  sMa  of  M  rivw, 
and  ye  InbabltanU  on  ye  east  side  of  ya  rivw,  hava  faitoichaacsahly  asl 
pur  hands  to  these  preeents,  this  tweiity4Ulh  day  of  Khnmry,  iJMo 
Domini,  17M. 

"Bsvj.  Bbmqi.  Ami.  Bbmqi. 

**  Taoa.  Jmw§,  Amm  BiMM. 

**Kni.  Ha«awat.     Joami  Fdol 
**  Isaac  Pooih  Jabi»  TALMfi. 

**  Matthew  Buogt.    Bioiuas  BoMUMk 
'*JoHM  Woo».  HniKiAa  Hoab. 

**  Kasvium  Pim.      Bamubl  Taimt. 
**PnsB  Pim** 

This  agreement  certainly  shows  a  very  liberal  spirit 
on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  Soath  Porohaae.  At 
that  time  Assonet  Neck,  on  the  east  side  of  the  river, 
was  a  part  of  Taunton.^  It  had  been  annexed  to  the 
colony  in  1677  as  part  of  the  domain  forfeited  by 
Philip  when  he  took  up  arms  against  the  colonists, 
and  it  was  purchased  from  the  government  by  six 
Taunton  men,  Bev.  George  Shove,*  Jamei  Walker, 
James  Tisdale,  Walter  Deane,  William  Harvey,  and 
Richard  Williams.  In  July,  1682,  it  was  annexed  to 
Taunton.  May  80,  1712,  the  town  of  Dighton  was 
incorporated,  and  Assonet  Neck  was  Joined  to  the 
South  Purchase  as  a  part  of  the  town.  The  name  of 
Dighton,  it  is  well  known,  was  bestowed  upon  the 
new  township  out  of  respect  for  the  wife  of  Bichard 
Williams,  one  of  the  original  proprietonof  the  South 
Purchase,  and  who  has  been  called  the  father  of 
Taunton.  His  wife's  maiden  name  was  Frances 
Dighton.  She  was  a  very  estimable  woman,  and  was 
a  bister  of  the  wife  of  Governor  Thomas  Dudley. 
Until  within  a  few  yean  there  was  only  one  Dighton 
in  the  United  States,  which  was  a  great  advantage  in 
preventing  the  miscarriage  of  mail  matter  addressed 
to  the  post-offices  here,  but  the  name  is  no  longer 
unique,  there  is  a  young  Dighton  in  the  thriving 
State  of  Kansas. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  early  records  of 
this  town  were  so  imperfectly  kept.  The  proprietor's 
book  given  some  interesting  documents,  copies  of  the 
deeds  of  the  South  Purchase,  with  fac-HmiUi  of  the 
marks  of  Philip  and  his  sagamores,  and  a  few  other 


1  In  1700  Assonet  Neck  was  detached  ftom  Dighton  and  annexed  to 
Berkley. 

*  Rev.  Qeorg*  ShoTe,  third  minister  of  Tunnton,  and  one  of  the  original 
proprif  tors  of  the  Soutli  PurchiuM*,  Sk  well  as  of  the  North  Purchase  and 
of  Aseonet  Neck,  was  prubably  bom  In  DurchMtor,  In  Uils  State,  was  or* 
diilued  Nor.  19, 1066,  und  died  la  April,  1087.  He  was  the  progenitor  of 
all  the  SiioTes  lu  Bristol  Oounty.  The  name  was  originally  Shorel,  hav- 
ing lost  an  /  by  elision  aftvr  cruesing  the  AtlanUo.  An  eminent  member 
of  the  nnme  In  England  was  Sir  Cloudesly  Shorel,  sdmiral  and  naval 
hero  of  the  last  half  of  the  seventeenth  century.  The  name  is  said  to 
hare  I'een  derived  from  Uie  French  cAsMii,  a  horse. 


doeomants  that  are  read  over  with  Intarest^  batvafj 
much  is  omitted  that  we  would  lika  to  kaov  aboot^ 
nor  was  the  reooid  mnoh  bettar  kept  Ibr  siOqr  yww 
after  the  town  was  iaoorporatad.  Tha  oaitiflit  raooid- 
book  of  town  aflklrs  was  kapt  Irith  vary  litUa  ngai^tf 
for  sequence  of  dales  in  tba.antrleiy  tiia  elerka  appi^ 
rantly  making  uaa  of  whatever  part  of  tha  book  th^ 
happaoed  to  open  upon  fliat^  and  eomatiBias,  it  would 
seem,  forgetting  to  open  it  at  alL  ThismakeiltaBal- 
ter  of  great  difficult,  if  not  an  ImpoadbilUgTs  lo  giva 
anything  lika  a  oonneeted  history  of  town  allkiia  aa 
fiur  as  the  first  half  of  tha  eightaenth  cantniy  ia  eoa- 
oemed.  The  reooid  of  births^  dealhii  and  nuurlagMb 
was  quite  as  imperfectly  and  eardeaaly  kapt  aa  tha 
reoord  of  town  aifidn.  For  inatanoe,  the  ^  intantiona 
of  marriage,"  in  tha  oldest  book,  outnumber  tha 
marriagea  by  several  hundreds,  fkom  whieh  a  peraon 
having  no  knowledge  of  the  alaekneM  of  town  etarka 
in  those  days  might  infer  that  peopla  than  ware  wiaar 
than  now,  and  that  instead  of  tha  postnuptial  la- 
pentanoe,  which  now  loads  with  libels  the  dookata  of 
tha  divorce  courts,  they  repented  before  tha  Ihtai 
knot  was  tied. 

Among  tha  earliest  entries  is  tha  following^  dated 
Dec.  19, 1709: 


"At  a  Iscal  MasUng  of  tha  Sovth 
Oipt  Jarsd  TlMlhat,  loesph  Dsaaa^  Itahari 
••d  Joha  Onna  ■ball  ha  a  ooaBlttaa  to 
agranMnt  with  Mr.  HatbaaM  flshar  Is 
aw  mlalstar  dariiif  hia  life  tiaa.** 

This  was  a  very  important  step  in  tha  young  oooi- 
mnnity  on  the  South  Purchase.  Hitherto  tha  aoatf 
tared  fkrmers  and  their  families,  whiah  oompriaed  tha 
settlement,  had  been  obliged  to  attend  meeting  at 
Taunton;  they  had  no  riding  carriagesy  but  soma 
probably  rode  in  tha  rude  farm*wagons,  while  othen 
rode  on  horse-back  or  on  oz-back,  Ibr  ox-eaddlas  warn 
not  unknown  to  that  generation,  the  woman  and  ehil- 
dren  riding  behind  the  men  on  plllionSi  while  many 
no  doubt  walked  the  five  to  eight  miles  distance  and 
return,  most  of  the  way  being  through  tha  woods  and 
over  a  rough  road  but  little  better  than  a  cart-path* 
The  year  before  a  meeting-house  had  been  built.  It 
stood  on  the  hill  where  the  old  town  burying-ground 
now  is.  It  was  probably  a  small  and  rude  aflairy  but 
it  was  better  than  none,  and  answered  tlie  purpose  for 
which  it  waa  built  The  hill  upon  which  it  atood  ia 
a  bare,  bleak,  gravelly  knoll,  audi  as  formed  the 
fiivorite  sites  of  our  ancestors  for  the  meeting-houae 
and  school -house;  partly,  perhaps,  because  in  such 
places  nothing  would  grow  but  brambles  and  huckle- 
berry bushes.  The  first  mention  of  the  new  meeting- 
house in  the  records  is  as  follows,  the  date  being 
(obliterated)  1710: 

'*  It  was  also  voted  by  us  of  the  South  Purchase  to 
allow  JoAeph  Pool,  Thomas  Jones,  and  Matthew 
Briggs  sixteen  pounds  and  ten  shillings  for  seting 
(seating)  at  the  meeting-house." 

One  would  like  to  have  a  photograph  of  that  meet- 


ing-house,  aa  well  as  photograptu  of  the  prenclier  and 
his  flock.  Yet,  while  their  dren  wna  somewimt  dif- 
ferent, Uio  fnnnera  and  their  fHrnilios  of  that  day 
prolinbly  looliod  vcrj  much  like  the  people  we  see 
around  as.  Id  looking  at  old  imrtriuta  and  atatues 
the  sanie  types  of  features  are  recognised  that  are 
seen  every  dny  in  the  streets,  and  one  is  reminded  of 
Hawthorn's  remark  that  the  heads  of  tlie  old  Boman 
emperors  look  like  those  of  Yankee  politicians. 
Even  in  the  oldest  antiques,  like  the  Ceanola  statues 
from  Cyprus  in  the  New  York  Metropolitan  Huseam 
of  Art,  we  see  faces  that  recall  those  of  people  we 
have  known,  although  theae  portrait-stataes  ante- 
date by  hundreds  of  years  the  Christian  era.  The 
constancy  of  human  nature  to  itself  throughout  the 
ages  is  one  of  the  marvels  of  existence. 

Not  much  is  known  of  Nathaniel  Fisher,  whom  the 
people  of  the  South  Purchase  called  to  be  their  first 
spiritual  shepherd,  but  from  the  meagre  informatiou 
we  have  he  appears  to  have  been,  if  not  a  brilliant 
preacher,  at  least  a  worthy  and  conscientioua  man 
and  a  faithful  minister.  He  was  born  about  the  year 
1686,  whero  is  not  cerUinly  known,  but  probably  in 
one  of  the  towns  of  Norfolk  County,  He  graduated 
at  Hsrvard  College  in  1706;  was  ordained  in  1710, 
when  lie  commenced  preaching  in  tlte  Taunton  South 
Purchase,  and  he  continued  in  office  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  Aug.  30,  1777,  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
one.  He  had  four  children,— Elizabeth,  Abigail, 
Jeremiah,  and  Nathaniel.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  died 
Sept.  2S,  1766,  in  her  seventieth  year. 

A  story  has  been  handed  down  concerning  hie 
daughter  Elizabeth,  which  is  as  follows.  It  seems 
that  she  had  an  admirer  named  Pitts,  who  dropped 
in  frequently  to  spend  the  evening,  and  eometimee 
stayed  till  a  late  hour.  It  is  probable  that  his  visits 
were  not  altogether  unacceptable  to  the  presumably 
fair  Betty,  as  she  was  called;  but  having  a  fun-loving 
disposition,  she  played  him  a  practical  joke  that  put 
an  end  tn  hin  attentions  to  herself  and  caused  a  good 
deal  of  gossip  in  the  neighborhood.  The  lovers  were 
sitting  up  togetlier  one  Sunday  evening  in  the  front 
room,  nfier  the  family  had  retired,  and  as  the  court- 
ship WHS  pretty  well  along,  Betty  was  sittjng  in  her 
admirer's  tap.  While  in  this  interesting  situation, 
young  Pitts  was  ungallaut  enough  to  fall  asleep. 
Whether  ho  was  naturally  of  a  somnolent  habit,  or 
whether  he  was  fatigued  by  the  labors  of  the  week, 
can  only  be  conjectured.  At  all  events  he  fell  into  a 
deep  slumber,  which  Elizabeth  perceiving,  she  gently 
disengaged  herself  from  her  sleeping  beau's  arms  and 
very  carefully  put  a  churn,  which  stood  in  the  room, 
tu  the  place  she  had  vacated.  Then  she  soflly  wont 
np-stairs  to  her  little  bed  and  awaited  tlie  result  nf 
her  practical  joke.  She  did  not  have  to  wait  long, 
for  soon  there  was  a  surprising  racket  in  the  room 
below  as  the  heavy  churn  fell  From  the  astonished 
slee))er'B  arms  and  rolled  over  the  flour.  Her  rev- 
erend father  heslJly  got  np  and,  in  scanty  raiment.  I 
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came  out  to  see  what  all  the*noise  was  about.  Pitts 
made  such  explanation  as  his  naturally  bewildered 
condition  permitted,  and  with  scant  ceremony  left 
the  houstf  never  to  enter  it  again. 
.  This  story  of  the  beau  and  the  chum  was  publiabed 
in  a  local  newspaper  many  years  ago,  but  the  scene 
was  laid  in  another  locality  and  with  difl'erent  <fr<a- 
matit  pernma.  As  tlie  writer  had  the  story  from  onu 
of  Ur.  Fisher's  great-grandchildren,  who  vouched  for 
its  truth,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  aflUr  happened 
in  this  town,  and  In  the  boose  of  the  Bev.  NMhanfel 
Fisher,  and  that  his  daughter  Betty  was  the  chief 
actor  in  the  little  comedy.  Whether  she  found  the 
result  of  lier  practical  joking  as  amusing  in  the  end, 
when  her  lover  did  not  come  back,  is  questionable.' 

The  following  report  of  the  committee  chosen  to 
make  an  agreement  with  Hr,  Fisher  in  regard  to  the 
amount  of  his  salary,  will  show  the  manner  of  paying 
the  rainist«rB  in  colonial  days : 


"TAtmOH,  SonUl  PnOlnBl, 

UwlnhiUtanUofltatTunton  South  PiKlsst,  to  tnM 
propoHl*  to  Ur.  Hilhu 


irlUi  w 


DintottT,  ban  htid  « trmtt  with 
hln,  iDd  b<ir>  null*  th<  rolloolns  prnpiaDi  id  bin  (tIi.}  thit  ww  wlU 
gita  Mta  fbr  Ui«  flnt  thr««  jr«ftn  fitrij4rt  ponndi,  Aitd  Ihts  to  mlH  to 
flfl7ponndi,BD<lloc9nllna<lt  tbrwjHin.iuidlhtii  U  niM  II  to  illlr 

iDcnuH  to  T)n  nil  It  comia  to  nTontr  pmndi,  and  ib*B  atop,  vbloh 
pnpoHli  Mr.  ¥Miar  will  Uko  np  irllbsl. 


The  salary  arranged  for  the  future  by  the  rules  of 
aritbmetical  progression,  according  to  the  probable 
increase  of  heads  and  eatates,  was  paid  one-third  in 
money  and  two-thirds  in  "  merchnnlable  pay,  equiva- 
lent to  money."  .  A  part  of  this  merchantable  pay 
consisted  of  rum  and  lumber.  Mr.  Fisher  having 
with  his  growing  family  more  use  for  provisions  than 
for  rum  and  lumber, succeeded  finally  in  getting  pro- 
visions substituted  therefor. 


HMond  Brltult  or  Hit  Drtitol  Oonnlj  militia.  Be  lind  praflsnilT  bMB 
In  netlTo  larilw  u  a  captain,  and  niB  ai  a  mi^r  In  Ui*  Pnnch  and  In- 
dian <Hc    Thaf  bad  lOnr  ahlldran.    ThilrHn  Job  mi  a  eolonol  In  tbo 

El  fBbatli  riihrr'i  flnt  lorer,  a«orga  FItti,  tha  horv  «t  tli*  ehnm,  alio 
marriHl  and  had  chlMrrn.  lis  wai  aflananlB  on>  or  tht  nlactuKn  of 
th*  lawn,  and  htid  othir  offlcaa.  Hi  appvui  lo  haT*  baan  a  Mpabla, 
worth,  mnn. 

On  (■■•  thialrtcal  •taf*,  travail/  U  (omrtlnH  fsllowtd  br  ■  WBadj 

tnglct  !■()  not  far  baliind  tha  conlo.  CapL  Owrta  Pitta  diad  of  aaiall- 
pDi.  Din,  10,  ITC3.  In  hia  fortjr-nlBth  jaar.  HIa  wir*,  Elliabtlh,  dlad 
dnrlna  Ilia  rollowlns  Harrh,  of  tht  aam*  diaadrnl  dlMaaa,  at  did  alao  an 
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Hiring  a  minisler  for  life,  ta  wae  the  cuitoni  In  ' 
those  dayi,  wm  a  very  •erioux  busineiia,  and  the  people 
or  the  South  Precinct  no  doubt  gave  the  mntter  a 
great  deal  of  conHJderation.  It  was  alrfiost  like 
choosing  a  king  to  rule  over  them.  The  minialere. 
then  were  the  most  influential  men  in  their  prediiuli. 
Tliey  were  not  only  arbiters  in  Ihinga  spiritual  and 
ecclesiastical,  but  they  were  frequently  men  of  uffaira, 
engaged  in  large  bUHineaa  trantiactiona,  liice  the  Rev. 
Hugh  Petera,  of  Salem,  in  commerce,  and  the  Rev. 
George  Shove,  of  Taunton,  in  real  estate^  they  were, 
besideB,  sometimes  the  only  phyBiciane,  lawyers,  and 
teachers  in  their  precincU,  so  that  each  local  town 
government  in  the  colonies  might  well  be  termed  a 
hierocracy,  tempered  by  the  town-meeting.  With  the 
lapse  of  years  and  the  mental  eninncipatiou  they 
have  brought  the  hierocracy  has,  in  secular  matters 
at  lea^t,  taken  a  back  seat,  and  the  town-meeting,  aii 
the  embodiment  of  the  common  sense  of  each  com- 
munity,  is  the  chief  arbiter  under  the  law  of  local 
Affairs  outside  of  the  cities. 

Nathaniel  Fisher  was  the  solo  minister  of  the  town 
for  more  than  half  a  century,  and  in  his  declining 
years  was  furnished  with  an  aaalstanC.  His  name  will 
occur  hereafter  in  the  course  of  this  sketch. 

The  town  in  1713  was  fairly  started  upon  its  corpo- 
rate history.  At  that  time  it  was  divided  iuto  two 
parts  by  Taunton  Eiver,  which  was  a  great  incon- 
venience in  many  ways,  for  as  yet  a  bridge  was  hardly 
thought  of.  On  the  east  side  of  the  river  the  town 
included  the  whole  of  Asaonet  Neck,  and  extended 
northerly  as  far  a^  the  present  site  of  the  old  meet- 
ing-house on  Berkley  Common.  It  having  become 
necessary  to  make  provision  for  the  impounding  of 
stray  cattle  and  for  the  punishment  of  offenders 
against  the  laws,  the  following  vote  w*aa  passed  at  a 
town-meeting  held  Dec.  21,  1718: 

"  Voted  to  niake  two  pounds ;  that  on  the  west  side 
of  the  river  Capt.  Talbot  gives  the  land  to  set  it  on, 
joyning  tn  the  road,  near  the  meeting-house;  the  one 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  Edward  Panll  gives  the 
land  to  set  it  on.  Voted  aliio  that  the  Beleclmen 
should  exact  (i.e.,  survey)  thelincD  of  the  loivnHliiji, 
set  up  stocks  and  whipping-potit,  and  make  the 
pounds." 

There  has  been  an  advance  in  the  methods  of  pun- 
ishing criminals  since  that  vote  was  passed.  If  stocks 
and  whipping-post  were  to  be  set  up  now  in  front  of 
the  town  hall,  they  would  not  probiibly  remain  there 
very  long.  There  was  a  public  ferry  at  that  time  be- 
tween the  two  sections  of  the  town.  It  was  located 
about  half  a  mile  below  the  present  sice  of  Berkley 
and  Dighton  bridge.  In  1715  it  was  voted  to  put  the 
ferry-boal  into  the  hands  of  Capt.  Jared  Talbot  and 
Deacon  Abraham  Hathaway  for  three  yeara,  "the 
boat  to  he  free  fur  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  on  all 
public  days,  Ihesnid  Talbot  and  Hathaway  agreeing 
to  keep  said  ferry-boat  in  gund  repair  all  said  time  at 
their  own  eosl."    Aflenvarda  another  ferry  was  es- 


tablished about  a  mile  farther  down  the  river,  at  n 
narrow  place  opposite  the  lower  wharves  In  Dighton. 
The  point  of  land  on  Che  Berkley  side  is  still  known 
as  the  Perry  Point,  and  is  a  part  of  the  fishing-gruuud 
of  Shove  &  Nichols. 

The  tax-rate  was  probably  of  more  general  interest 
among  the  necessarily  frugal  people  of  tlie  cciliinini 
period  than  at  present,  when  wealth  and  tlic  mfans 
of  getting  wealth  have  so  largely  increased,  and  the 
following  bill  of  charges  for  the  first  year  after  tlie 
town's  incorporation  was  undoubtedly  cloaoty  scru- 
tinized by  Che  tax-payers  in  town-meeting  assembled: 


Ur.  rklnr'iBUryibtapinHilyMr..,- W     D  a 

Cl>p[.TaU.iiLi.M>|nln(pn~:lMct>ndIairiiililp „ IT    IS  1 

Moan)  llHll.dlrilBiKUuiliuub-r  for  nu - »     O  O 

Thonuiiiui^illallucicliciiiliuuurtuwjaar.. .»_.....»..  3    IB  0 

Coiwiiit  ntb,dlaMiitf  KhoulauilwiuufMr.. I    W  0 

Mmnl  than,  HuklBR  nl*  tur  1111.-..- .....—..„,_„  T  • 

Suaul  Waldrau,  BUkluinlaluiaiiianu' I  0 

JiwphWgBd,aMklBRnI(IMivi»i>Mr _.-,-..-  s  S 

UinMint  PUu,  (Hklnf  niifiir  auw  jrgH. — ~ 1  D 

C,ig(Ublr)liitlbiwlIrlBn,|alliFrluc«r.n*hM^ii«lii....  )     T  ■ 


The  custof  living  could  not  have  beeu  high  at  that 
time,  when  ten  pounds  would  board  the  schoolmaster 
for  a  year.  The  salary  of  a  schoolmaster  was  from 
twenty  to  thirty  pounds  a  year.  Some  of  the  school- 
musters  were  men  of  good  education,  and  could  teach 
Latin  and  Greek  if  occasion  required,  and  moat  of 
them  had  Arm  faith  in  ihe  truth  of  the  Snlomonic 
dictum  ChaC  to  spare  the  rod  was  to  spoil  the  child. 
If  the  master  gave  satisfaction — and  the  people  were 
easily  satisfied— he  was  almost  na  much  of  a  fixture 
in  the  community  as  was  the  minister,  teaching  in 
the  same  little  school-house  year  allcr  year.  The 
curriculum  of  the  common  achuul*  was  madu  up  of 
much  fewer  studies  than  at  present.  To  be  able  to 
read,  write,  cipher,  and  spell  in  a  pasaahle  manner, 
and  to  know  a  little  about  the  cnuntrics  of  the  globe, 
wns  about  all  that  was  expected  of  u  buy  wlieti  ho 
loft  off  going  to  school  and  began  his  bntllo  with  lh« 
mnterial  forces  of  nature,  whether  an  tho  hind  or  on 
the  aeu.  There  are  Chose  who  think  thai  the  achouls 
of  that  time  turned  out  young  men  and  women  having 
more  force,  earnestness,  and  probity  of  character  than 
is  ahown  by  the  young  men  anil  women  of  the  present 
day  when  they  leave  school,  although  they  may  have 
obtained  a  smattering  of  many  studies  that  their 
great -great-grand  fathers  and  mother?  knew  nothing 
of, — physiology,  drawing,  book-keeping,  algebra, 
music,  and  the  like.  But  schools,  alchougb  an  im- 
portant factor,  are  not  wholly  responsible  for  the 
formation  of  the  characters  of  young  men  and  women. 
The  mode  of  life  and  tiie  example  and  teaching  of 
the  parents  have  quite  us  much  influence  in  the 
formation  of  the  churactcni  of  children  us  Che  school 
they  ulicnd.     The  people  of  tho  ciilunice  were  n 
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serious,  industrious,  earnest  people,  thoroughly  im- 
pressed, through  their  religious  teachings,  that  this 
life  is  but  the  prelude  to  either  endless  joy  or  endless 
torment ;  hence  even  the  children  had  much  of  the 
earnestness  and  staidness  of  their  elders. 

Whether  the  people  enjoyed  life  as  much  then  as  peo- 
ple do  now  is  a  question  that  has  been  often  discussed. 
It  is  argued  that  cultivated  perceptions  of  the  beautiful 
in  nature  and  art  are  one  of  the  chief  aids  to  rational 
enjoyment  of  life,  and  that  such  cultivated  percep- 
tions being  lacking  in  colonial  times,  the  people  then 
were  deprived  of  a  great  source  of  enjoyment ;  and, 
furthermore,  that,  having  few  books,  and  those  chiefly 
dreary  homilies  or  tedious  disquisitions  on  the  doc- 
trinal points  of  their  gloomy  religion,  while  news- 
papers and  mngaxines  were  almost  unknown,  they 
knew  but  little  of  the  enjoyment  to  be  derived  from 
a  healthy  love  of  reading. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  may  be  said  that,  living  a 
simpler  and  more  physically  active  life,  those  who 
survived  the  perils  of  infancy  had  better  health  than 
the  majority  of  people  have  now.  They  knew  but 
little  of  nervous  disorders  or  of  dyspepsia,  which 
make  life  a  torment  to  so  many  people  nowadays,  and 
if  having  plenty  of  work  to  do  is  a  chief  source  of 
happiness,  as  Carlyle  and  other  philosophers  have 
taught,  they  found  labor  enough  to  do  at  hand  in 
clearing  the  wilderness  and  finding  food  and  cloth- 
ing for  themselves  and  their  large  families.  On 
the  whole,  it  in  to  be  doubted  whether  existence  is 
more  enjoyable  to  their  descendants  than  it  was  to 
them. 

Most  of  the  dwellings  of  that  period  have  disap- 
peared long  ago,  and  the  few  that  remain  have,  with 
rare  exceptions,  been  altered  and  modernized  until 
it  is  difficult  to  tell  how  they  originally  looked. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  the  architecture  of 
one  of  these  old  houses  is  the  huge  chimney,  around 
which  the  house  was  apparently  built.  The  kitchen 
fireplace  was  usually  an  enormous  chasm,  in  which 
cord-wood  was  burnt  without  sawing,  and  in  which 
one  could  sit  and  look  up  the  sooty  cavern  to  the  sky. 
On  cold  winter  evenings  the  huge  high-backed  settle 
was  drawn  up  in  front  of  the  fire  to  keep  ofi*  draughts. 
The  mug  of  cider  was  brought  up  from  the  cellar,  and 
perhaps  a  dish  of  apples  or  nuts  passed  around,  or 
oysters  were  roasted  on  the  coals.  While  the  fire 
blazed  up  brightly  there  was  little  need  of  the  tallow 
candles  which  flared  and  sputtered  and  sent  minia- 
ture eruptions  of  melted  grease  down  the  candle- 
sticks. Punctually  at  nine  o'clock  the  family  retired 
to  their  four-post  bedsteads  and  feather-beds,  to  be  up 
in  the  morning  at  break  of  day  or  earlier. 

In  one  aspect  of  their  lives  the  colonists  were  in- 
tensely practical  and  seemingly  devoted  to  material 
interests,  but  when  we  think  how  their  religious  be- 
lief dominated  over  their  lives,  and  what  sacrifices 
they  were  ready  to  make  for  the  support,  of  the 
church,  wo  perceive  that  they  led  dual  lives ;  with 


most  of  them  the  spiritual  life  was  of  far  greater 
importance  than  the  life  of  the  senses.^ . 

The  town  officers  chosen  for  1712,  the  first  year  of 
the  town  government,  were  as  follows :  Town  Olerk, 
Joseph  Deane ;  Col.  Ebenezer  Pitts,  Edward  Paull, 
and  James  Tisdale  were  chosen  selectmen ;  John  Burt 
and  David  Walker,  constables;  Samuel  Waldron, 
Daniel  Aztel,  and  Abraham  8haw,  assessors ;  Ensign 
John  Orane,  town  treasurer ;  John  Wood  and  Isaac 
Hathaway,  tithingmen ;  Abraham  Hathaway  and 
John  Wood,  surveyors  for  ways;  Thomas  Burt  and 
Isaac  Pool,  fence-viewers;  John  White  and  Richard 
Wood,  field-drivers;  Joseph  Maxfield,  flax-culler. 

The  pay  for  doing  the  town's  businto  was  very 
moderate,  as  were  the  prices  for  other  kinds  of  work. 
The  town  clerk  and  the  selectmen  charged  at  the  rate 
of  three  shillings  a  day,  and  land  surveyors  had  the 
same  pay.  Town-meetings  were  held  in  the  meeting- 
house. This  saved  the  expense  of  a  town  hall,  and 
was  appropriate  enough,  as  much  of  the  town  busi- 
ness related  to  church  matters.  It  was  the  town  that 
built  the  meeting-house,  hired  the  minister,  and  col- 
lected his  rates. 

The  records  of  town-meetings  for  many  years  after 
the  town  was  incorporated  contain  but  little  that 
would  interest  the  general  reader.  They  are  mostly 
brief  entries,  poorly  written  and  worse  spelled,  of  the 
election  of  town  officers  and  representatives  to  the 
General  Court,  varied  by  transcripts  of  bills  paid  by 
the  treasurer.  Some  of  the  town  offices  that  were  an- 
nually filled  then  have  long  since  been  abolished. 
Such  were  the  cullers  of  flax,  clerk  of  the  market, 
tithing  men,  and  hog-reeves.  What  were  the  duties 
of  clerk  of  the  market  in  a  farming  community,  such 
as  Dighton  was  then,  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  out 
The  tithingman  was  required  by  law  to  be  selected 
from  the  "  most  prudent  and  discreet  inhabitants," 
and  he  was  a  sort  of  inspector-general  of  the  town- 
ship. He  was  required  ''to  inspect  all  licensed  or 
unlicensed  houses  where  they  shall  have  notice  or 
have  grounds  to  suspect  that  any  person  or  persons 
doe  spend  their  tyme  or  estates  by  night  or  day  in 
tippling,  gaming,  or  otherwise  unprofitably,  or  doe 
sell  or  retayle  strong  drink,  wine,  cider,  rumm, 
brandey,  jerry,  or  methylin  without  a  license." 
They  were  also  required  "  to  inspect  the  manners  of 
all  disorderly  persons,  and  to  present  to  the  magis- 
trate the  names  of  all  single  persons  who  live  from 
under  family  government,  stubborn  and  disorderly 
children  and  servants,  night-walkers,  tipplers,  and 
Sabbath-breakers,  by  night  or  day,  and  such  as  ab- 
sent themselves  from  the  worship  of  God  on  the 
Lord's  dayes."  The  tithingman  was  required  to  be 
provided,  at  the  expense  of  the  town,  with  "a  black 
stafl*,  two  feet  long,  tipt  at  one  end  with  brass  about 


1  Bmeraon  •omewhere  hypcrbollcitlly  rvmiirlui  thtt  the  Pnriliuif  mid 
Uieir  fnimi'diiite  dcflcendAUtt  were  lo  righteooe  tbiit  Uiojr  hftd  to  hold  on 
to  the  hnckleberry  baihee  to  prevent  being  tmnelated. 
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three  inches/'  It  has  been  handed  down  that  these 
black  batons  were  sometimes  tipped  at  the  other  end 
with  a  rabbit's  foot  or  a  turkey's  tail  feather,  where- 
with to  tickle  the  eyes  or  noses  of  the  sleeping  saints 
in  the  congregation,  while  sinners  who  wandered  in 
the  land  of  Nod  during  the  services  were  smartly 
rapped  on  the  head  with  the  brass  end  of  the  staff. 
Such  were  the  important  duties  of  the  tithingmen, 
and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  they  were  regarded 
with  a  wholesome  fear  by  evil-dispose^  persons.' 

The  duties  of  the  hog-reeve,  as  might  be  inferred 
from  his  title,  were  of  a  very  different  nature.  It  was 
customary  to  allow  hogs  to  run  in  the  streets,  and  the 
hog-reeve  was  required  to  provide  them  with  yokes 
around  their  necks  to  keep  them  out  of  fenced  in- 
closures,  and  to  put  rings  into  their  noses  to  prevent 
their  rooting.  The  hog-reeve  was  paid  for  his  ser- 
vices by  the  owner  of  the  animals. 

In  1733  the  following  vote  was  passed  (it  is  given 
verbatim  et  liter atum) : 

"  In  Dighton,  at  the  Annuel  Town  meeting  in 
march  ye  20,  anno  1733,  the  Inhabitanes  of  said 
Town  did  uanumosley  vote  that  thare  Reprasanta- 
tive,  Mr  Edward  Shove,  should  Exhibit  a  pettion  to 
the  great  and  genral  court  for  so  much  un  propriated 
Lands  as  thay  in  thare  great  Wisdom  shall  think  fit 
to  be  for  the  supporting  the  scool  in  said  Dighton." 

There  was  certainly  need  of  a  liberal  grant  of  land 
by  the  Great  and  General  Court  for  the  support  of  a 
"scool"  in  this  town,  if  the  orthography  of  the  town 
clerk  is  to  be  taken  as  a  sample  of  the  literary  quali- 
fications of  the  people. 

It  was  customary  then  to  establish  by  a  vote  of  the 
town  the  prices  at  which  farm  produce  and  other 
merchandise  should  be  sold  at.  The  following  are 
some  of  the  prices  fixed  by  vote  in  1727;  Winter 
wheat,  six  shillings  and  sixpence  per  bushel;  Indian 
corn,  two  shillings  and  sixpence;  oats,  one  shilling 
and  five  pence;  bayberry  (this  was  vegetable  wax, 
tried  from  the  berries  of  the  bayberry,  or  wax-myrtle), 
fourteen  pence  per  pound;  butter,  ten  pence  per 
pound  ;  bar- iron,  two  pounds  three  shillings  per  hun- 
dred; tobacco,  three  pence  per  pound.  (Think  of 
that,  ye  slaves  of  the  weed,  and  sigh  for  the  good  old 
times  I) 

In  1728  a  town-meeting  was  called  "to  consider 
what  to  do,  and  send  such  instructions  to  our  repre- 
sentative, Mr.  Edward  Shove,  as  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  town  of  Dighton  shall  think  fit  under  our 
difficult  circumstances,  by  reason  of  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  his  long  and  vehemently  insisting  on  u 
fixed  and  stated  salary,  which  we  humbly  conceive,  if 
it  should  be  granted  that  a  Governor  should  have  a 
fixed  or  stated  salary  grunted  him  in  this  province, 
contrary  to  the  former  custom  and  practice  of  this 


1  The  laat  tlthlngmen  ohoien  In  thia  town  were  Anthony  Reed, 
Jo«epii  Driggi,  and  ThomHi  Porter,  who  were  elected  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  IU34. 


our  General  Court  in  granting  allowances  to  oar  for- 
mer worthy  Governors  in  time  past,  it  wonld  greatly 
infringe  on  the  privileges  and  freedoms  granted  to  us 
by  their  Majesties'  royal  charter."  The  towo  there- 
upon instructed  its  representative  to  oppose  this  dan- 
gerous innovation  and  infringement  of  the  people's 
rights,  not  seeming  to  consider  that  the  QoverDor  had 
any  rights  in  the  matter  of  his  own  salary.  The  Ed- 
ward Shove  who  represented  the  town  at  that  time 
was  a  son  of  the  Rev.  George  Bhove,  of  Taunton. 
He  lived  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  was  a 
prominent  man  in  town  affairs.  The  Bev.  George 
Shove  was  much  opposed  to  the  Quakers,  and  it  is  a 
little  singular  that  most  of  his  descendants  belonged 
to  the  broad-brimmed  fraternity. 

It  was  the  custom  in  those  days  for  the  selectmen 
to  warn  out  of  town  any  new-comers  whom  they 
thought  might  become  a  charge  to  the  town;  their 
warrants  to  the  constable  to  this  effect  frequently 
occur  in  the  records.  The  following  hi  a  sample  of 
one  of  these  warrants : 

**  Beutol  m.  Diqhton,  OctolMr  Uio  Sd. 
*'Toa  tre  fn  Hla  Mi^Mty'i  name  forthwftli  rrqulrtd  to  wiru  the  fol- 
lowing paraoDs  ont  of  town  «•  tbo  law  diracto,  tbojr  toiog  not  lawftil 
Inhabitant!  of  aaid  town.  The  names  of  aald  porauna  la  (a«)  followath : 
The  man'a  name  la  St«i»hen  Iluchlnaon,  and  hla  wlfa'a  Abigail  Iluchla- 
Bon,  and  aavan  chlldr»u,  whoaa  naniea  ara  l>anlal,  Btaphan,  RieliArd, 
Joseph,  Lemuel,  Abigail,  and  Ljrdta,  who  ara  now  In  the  hooaa  of 
Thomaa  Joalin,  aa  we  are  informed,  In  Dlgliton.  Fall  not,  and  maka 
retnm  of  yonr  dolngi  to  na,  or  one  of  ua,  quick  aa  may  ba. 
**To  Ebanaaar  Pool,  Oonatable  of  Dighton. 

**KLNArHAII  Walxbi, 
**Atteat:  Natuah  Walkbe,  **  Obomk  Pim, 

••  Town  Clerk.  **Sif«o(M«ii.** 

Here  is  another  entry,  which  shows  a  laudable  zeal 
in  the  cause  of  education : 

**  At  the  above  aald  meeUng  (lu  1734)  tha  town  Tota  that  tha  aalacfmaa 
ahould  hier  a  acoolmaater  to  tirach  children  to  Baed  and  Wright  and 
aifer." 

In  1751  the  population  had  increased  to  such  an 
extent  that  it  was  voted  to  build  three  school -houses, 
one  near  Mr.  Jonathan  Burt's  house,  one  near  Col. 
Richmond's,  to  be  under  the  care  of  Josiah  Talbot, 
Esq.,  and  one  near  the  house  of  Robert  Vickery,  to 
be  under  the  care  of  Mr.  George  Gooding.  Two  of 
these  houses  were  sixteen  feet  square,  and  one  was 
twenty  feet.  They  were  probably  painted  red,  as 
that  was  the  favorite  color  for  the  district  school- 
house.  At  almost  every  town-meeting  the  bills  for 
boarding  the  schoolmaster  were  voted  to  be  paid,  but 
only  once  was  there  mention  of  that  functionary's 
name;  in  1755  one  John  Richmond  is  mentioned  as 
the  schoolmaster. 

Another  singular  omission  of  the  records  is  that  no 
mention  is  made  of  either  of  the  wars  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  although  in  Queen  Anne's  war, 
as  it  is  called,  whicli  lasted  more  than  a  dozen  years, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  men  from 
this  town  must  have  served ;  while  in  George  the 
Second's  war,  towards  the  middle  of  the  century,  a 
number  of  men  from  Dighton  were  enlisted.     The 
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Bristol  County  regiment  which  went  with  the  expe- 
dition that  captured  the  fortress  of  Louisburg,  on 
Gape  Breton  Island,  in  1745,  was  commanded  by  a 
Dighton  man,  Col.  Sylvester  Richmond,  who  was  born 
in  1698,80  Uiat  he  was  forty-seven  years  old  when  he 
went  on  the  expedition  mentioned.'  How  he  acquitted 
himself  as  colonel  we  do  not  know,  but  his  military 
conduct  might  have  surpassed  that  of  his  associate 
officers  or  of  his  commander  and  yet  not  have  been 
worthy  of  special  commendation.  There  was  no  lack 
of  bravery,  but  there  was  very  little  judgment  shown 
in  the  conduct  of  the  siege,  and  not  much  discipline 
among  the  troops.  Only  the  mutinous  condition  of 
the  garrison  in  the  fortress  made  its  capture  possible. 
The  siege  was  conducted  in  a  most  unsoldier-like 
manner,  the  rear  of  the  besieging  army  being  a  scene 
of  disgraceful  confusion,  the  men  being  chiefly  en- 
gaged in  the  unmilitary  occupation  of  skylarking, 
running  races,  pitching  quoits,  wrestling,  shooting 
birds,  or  chasing  the  balls  shot  from  the  fort,  a  bounty 
being  paid  for  each  one  brought  into  camp.  A  well- 
conducted  sortie  from  the  fortress  would  have  de- 
stroyed the  undisciplined  besiegers.  On  the  17tli  of 
June,  however,  the  Dunkirk  of  America,  as  Louisburg 
was  sometimes  called,  surrendered  to  the  New  Eng- 
land troops.  "  If  any  one  circumstance,"  says  a  his- 
torian of  that  time,  "  had  taken  a  wrong  turn  on  our 
side,  and  if  any  one  circumstance  had  not  taken  a 
wrong  turn  on  the  French  side,  the  expedition  must 
have  miscarried." 

Before  undertaking  the  expedition  Col.  Pepperell, 
the  amiable  merchant  who  was  placed  in  command, 
had  consulted  the  celebrated  preacher  Whitefield,  who 
gave  his  approval,  and,  after  manner  of  the  crusades, 
furnished  a  motto  for  the  flag :  "  Nil  desperandum 
Chrialo  duet,**  The  grand  battery  was  captured  with- 
out bloodshed  in  a  singular  manner.  The  warehouses 
in  the  northeast  part  of  the  town  having  been  set  on 
fire  in  the  night,  a  strong  wind  drove  the  dense  smoke 
into  the  battery,  and  caused  such  a  panic  among  the 
French  that  they  hastily  abandoned  the  battery  and 
fled  into  the  city.  In  the  morning,  as  a  young  lieu- 
tenant named  Vaughan  was  reconnoitering  with  thir- 
teen men,  he  observed  that  there  was  no  smoke  issuing 
from  the  chimneys  of  the  barracks,  and  that  the  flag- 
staff was  without  a  flag.  He  thereupon  bribed  an 
Indian  to  climb  in  through  an  embrasure  and  open 
the  gate.  He  thus  found  himself  in  possession  of  the 
works,  and  immediately  sent  the  following  report  to 
the  general  in  command :  "  May  it  please  your  Honor 
to  be  informed  that,  by  the  grace  of  God  and  the 
courage  of  thirteen  men,  I  entered  the  Royal  Battery 
about  nine  o'clock,  and  am  waiting  for  a  reinforce- 
ment and  a  flag."  Before  reinforcements  could  arrive 
the  French  had  sent  a  hundred  men  in  boats  to  retake 
the  battery,  but  Vaughan  and  his  baker's  dozen  of 
New  Englanders  gave  them  so  warm  a  reception  that 

1  Lient.-Col.  Kbenaxer  Pitt»,  of  DightoD,«lio  wm  in  Uio  oxpadiUon  to 
Louifburg,  where  lie  lust  lils  life. 


they  were  prevented  from  landing.  Europe  was  as- 
tonished at  this  victory,  and  in  England  it  was  sought 
to  claim  all  the  glory  for  the  navy  at  the  expense  of 
the  provincial  army. 

After  his  return  from  the  French  war,  Col.  Rich- 
mond took  a  prominent  part  in  town  afiairs,  and  was 
soon  appointed  high  sheriff  of  Bristol  County,  hold- 
ing the  office  for  many  years.  His  father's  name  was 
Sylvester,  and  he  had  a  son  and  grandson  of  that 
name.  His  wife's  name  was  Elizabeth,  and  they  had 
eight  children.  He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
married  many  couples  in  this  town.  Marriage  was 
considered  only  a  civil  contract  in  those  days^  and 
justices  enjoyed  almost  a  monopoly  of  the  splicing 
business.  There  is  no  record  of  any  marriages  by 
Rev.  Nathaniel  Fisher  for  many  years  afler  he  was 
settled  in  Dighton.  Col.  Sylvester  Richmond  died  in 
1783,  aged  eighty-four  years.  His  wife  died  in  1772, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two. 

Col.  Richmond's  house  and  farm  were  on  the  north 
slope  of  Richmond  Hill,  to  which  his  ownership  gave 
the  name.  Only  a  part  of  one  of  the  chimneys  of  the 
house  is  now  standing  to  mark  its  site.  It  was  a  pic- 
turesque, gam brel  roofed  old  mansion  a  generation 
ago,  with  an  immense  fireplace  in  the  kitchen,  where, 
it  was  said,  the  colonel's  slaves  were  wont  to  gather  in 
cold  weather.  For  many  years  it  was  inhabited  by 
two  old  maiden  ladies,  granddaughters  of  Col.  Syl- 
vester, who  made  some  pretence  of  carrying  on  farm- 
ing. The  cart-path  from  the  road  to  the  rear  of  the 
house  was  a  thoroughfare  for  the  school  children 
while  going  to  and  from  the  huckleberry  pastures 
during  the  summer  vacations,  and  they  could  not 
always  resist  the  temptation  to  pocket  some  of  the 
red-checked  lady-apples  and  luscious  sugar-pears  that 
oflen  strewed  the  path,  for  which  pilferings  they  were 
generally  roundly  scolded  by  the  watchful  guardians 
of  the  premises,  whose  names  were  Sally  and  Nancy. 
In  return  for  these  jobations,  one  of  the  older  boys, 
who  had  a  reprehensible  propensity  for  punning,  was 
wont  to  speak  of  the  scolding  Sally  as  "  Sally-rate-us," 
while  an  admonition  from  her  sister  was  termed  the 
"  Edict  of  Nance,"  an  allusion,  probably,  to  the  his- 
torical Edict  of  Nantes.  The  house  had  the  reputa- 
tion in  its  later  years  of  being  haunted;  stories  of 
strange  sights  and  sounds  seen  and  heard  by  some  of 
its  tenants  are  still  current  in  the  neighborhood.  One 
of  these  stories,  related  to  the  writer  by  an  Irishman 
who  is  known  by  the  Bobriquel  of  "  Sleepy  Bill,"  and 
vouched  for  as  true  by  his  wife,  was  to  the  following 
effect.  Let  it  be  premised  that  the  house  stood  six  or 
seven  rods  from  the  nearly  disused  road  that  leads 
over  the  hill,  and  was  approached  by  the  cart- path 
already  mentioned,  which  was  closed  at  the  road  by 
bars.  This  cart-path  ran  along  within  a  foot  or  two 
of  the  south  side  of  the  house,  on  the  lower  floor  of 
which  was  the  bedroom  occupied  by  the  Irishman  and 
his  wife  Kate,  the  head  of  whose  bed  was  against  the 
south  wall. 
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The  somnolent  William  said  that  odb  night  about 
one  o'clock  he  and  his  **  old  woman"  were  awakened 
by  what  seemed  to  be  a  long  procession  of  carriages 
that  appeared  to  come  up  the  cart-path  from  the  road, 
and  go  past  the  house  down  into  the  swamp  at  the 
rear.  Having  previously  heard  unaccountable  sounds 
in  and  about  the  house,  they  were  too  much  frightened 
to  get  up  and  see  what  was  going  on,  while  the  twenty 
or  more  carriages  rumbled  and  jolted  along  over  the 
frozen  ground  close  to  their  heads.  They  appeared 
to  move  slowly,  like  carriages  in  a  Aineral  procession. 
Another  night  they  were  awakened  by  a  terrible  crash 
in  the  front  hall,  oh  if  the  whole  staircase  had  fallen 
and  been  broken  into  fragments,  but  no  assignable 
cause  for  the  racket  could  be  found  in  the  morning. 
A  boarder  of  theirs  related  that,  coming  home  rather 
late  one  moonlight  evening,  he  was  astonished  and 
very  much  frightened  to  see  several  people,  dressed  in 
the  costume  of  loug  ago,  dancing  what  he  termed  a 
"  breakdown"  in  the  front  door-yard.  He  did  not 
tarry  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  these  ancient  dis- 
ciples  of  Terpsichore,  but  beat  a  retreat  in  double- 
quick  time,  and  found  a  lodging  elsewhere. 

The  uncanny  reputation  given  to  the  old  house  by 
these  stories  and  others  of  a  similar  nature,  together 
with  its  dilapidated  condition,  made  it  difficult  to  ob- 
tain tenants  who  would  stay  in  it  long,  and  it  rapidly 
went  to  ruin.  While  it  was  tenautless  the  cellar  was 
dug  over  more  than  once  in  the  night-time  by  parties 
acting  under  the  direction  of  clairvoyants,  who  pro- 
fessed to  see  large  sums  of  money  buried  there. 
Whether  any  pot  of  doubloons  or  of  Spanish  dol- 
lars ever  rewarded  the  diggers  is  not  known,  but, 
judging  from  the  ill  success  that  has  attended  the 
long-continued  search  for  Capt.  Kidd's  buried  treas- 
ure, it  is  probable  that  the  search  in  the  old  Richmond 
cellar  was  unsuccessful. 

In  1767  the  meeting-house  on  the  hill  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  the  work  of  an  incendiary.  The  building  of 
a  new  meeting-house  had  been  agitated  for  sometime. 
The  old  house  wiis  found  too  small  for  the  increasing 
congregation,  but  there  was  a  division  of  opinion  as 
to  the  proper  location  for  the  new  one.  Some  thought 
the  old  place  the  best  situation  that  could  be  found  ; 
others  preferred  Buck  Plain,  as  that  would  be  nearer 
to  their  own  homes,  while  a  few  were  in  favor  of  en- 
larging the  old  house.  One  dark  night  there  was  a 
blaze  upon  Meeting-House  Hill,  and  the  question  of 
repairing  and  enlarging  the  primitive  structure  that 
stood  on  its  summit  was  decided  beyond  reconsidera- 
tion in  the  negative.  After  the  fire  the  dispute  about 
the  site  for  the  new  house  still  continued  to  agitate 
the  community,  and 'there  being  no  prospect  of  agree- 
ment, it  was  found  necessary  to  call  in  referees  from 
another  town  to  settle  the  vexed  question.  The  names 
of  five  men  were  drawn  from  the  juror-box  in  Attle- 
borough,  and  the  referees  thus  called  upon,  after  a 
careful  hearing  of  all  parties  in  the  dispute,  decided 
to  stick  up  a  stake  on  Buck  Plain  as  the  spot  where, 


in  their  opinion,  the  new  house  should  be  built.  The 
place  choeen  was  about  a  mile  westerly  from  where 
the  first  house  stood.  There  were  but  few  booses  in 
the  immediate  vicinity.  Nature  has  not  been  lavish 
in  her  gifts  to  that  level  portion  of  the  town  known 
as  Buck  Plain,  The  land  is  not  remarkable  for  fer- 
tility, and  the  plain  is  chiefly  covered  with  a  low 
growth  of  scrub-oaks,  and  such  was  undoubtedly  the 
case  in  the  early  settlement  of  the  locality. 

The  origin  of  the  name  is  said  to  have  been  as 
follows :  In  former  times  there  were  three  distinct 
families  bearing  the  name  of  Briggs  in  the  town,  and 
to  distinguish  them  they  were  called  respectively  the 
"  Stout  Briggses,"  the  "  Buckhorns,"  and  the  "  Whip- 
poorwills."  What  was  the  signification  of  the  latter 
appellation  is  not,  perhaps,  known  at  the  prcseutday. 
Possibly  some  members  of  the  family  lived  in  the 
woods,  and  were  nocturnal  in  their  ways.  The 
"  Buckhorns"  were  so  called  from  certain  curious 
protuberances  like  budding  deers'  horns  that  ap- 
peared on  the  heads  of  many  of  that  branch  of  the 
name,  even  down  to  a  late  period.  The  "Stout 
Briggses"  were  distinguished  for  great  bodily  strength, 
the  word  stout  being  here  used  in  its  original  sense 
of  strong,  and  not  in  the  later  sense  of  corpulent  an 
Washington  Irving  used  it  in  his  sketch  of  the  *'  Stout 
Oentleman."  According  to  the  story  which  has  been 
handed  down,  one  Samuel  Briggs,  of  the  Buckhorn 
branch,  lived  not  far  from  the  locality  that  is  now 
called  Buck  Plain  ;  how  long  ago  the  tradition  does 
not  state,  but  it  was  some  time,  probably,  in  the  first 
half  of  the  last  century.  Samuel  was  crossing  the 
plain  one  day  when  he  came  upon  a  large  buck  lying 
under  a  rock  among  the  scrub-oaks  fast  asleep. 
Being  an  active  young  man  he  determined,  as  he  had 
no  gun  to  shoot  the  animal  with,  to  attempt  to  cap- 
ture it  alive.  He  therefore  crept  cautiously  up  to 
the  sleeping  deer,  and  sprang  upon  its  back,  seizing 
one  of  its  horns  in  each  hand.  The  astonished  and 
frightened  buck  leaped  to  its  feet,  and  made  ofi*  at  a 
headlong  pace  in  the  direction  of  the  river,  which 
was  more  than  a  mile  distant,  Briggs  clinging  to  bis 
back  as  best  he  could.  On  they  tore  through  bushes, 
briers,  and  scrub-oaks,  and  reaching  the  river  at  last, 
the  panic-stricken  animal  plunged  in  with  its  rider, 
who  managed  to  drown  and  capture  it  According 
to  the  tale,  when  Briggs  reached  the  river  he  was 
very  nearly  in  puris  naturalibus^  all  of  his  clotliing 
having  been  torn  off  excepting  his  shirt  collar  and 
wristbands.  Mazeppa's  famous  bareback  ride  was  a 
tame  affair  compared  to  Samuel  Briggs'  ride  on  the 
buck.  Although  the  Cossack  hetmun's  condition  as 
tu  clothing  was  much  the  same  throughout  his  invol- 
untary ride  as  Briggs*  condition  was  at  the  end  of  his, 
yet,  unlike  the  latter,  his  clothes  were  not  torn  from 
him  piecemeal  by  cruel  thorns,  nor  was  he  in  danger 
of  falling  off,  being  securely  tied  to  his  horse's  back. 
While  Mazeppa's  ride  has  been  the  theme  of  poets 
like  Lord  Byron,  of  novelists  like  Bulgarin,  and  of 
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painters  like  Horace  Vernet,  Samuel  Briggs'  exploit 
lioA  been  celebrated  neither  in  poesy,  fiction,  nor  art.' 

The  niceting-liouse  that  was  built  on  the  plain  was 
much  more  capacious  than  the  one  tlmt  was  burnt. 
It  was  fidy-five  feet  long  by  forty-five  wide,  and  with 
twenty -four- feet  studs.  The  sum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  was  appropriated  in  town-meeting  for  build- 
ing expenses.  While  it  was  building  meetings  were 
held  at  the  house  of  Samuel  Whitmarsh,  nearly  oppo- 
site. In  afler-years  this  Buck  Plain  meeting-house 
was  cut  down  to  one  tier  of  windows,  and  used  ex- 
clusively for  a  town  hall.  When  the  present  town- 
house  was  built  a  few  years  ago  the  old  house  on  the 
plain  was  sold  at  auction,  and  torn  down  by  the  pur- 
chaser. 

Among  the  names  that  are  prominent  in  the  records 
of  vital  statistics  of  the  period  before  the  Revolution- 
ary war  are  those  of  Shove,  Walker,  Talbot,  Gooding, 
Hathaway,  Pitts,  Stephens,  Atwood,  Deane,  Ware, 
Briggs,  Pool,  Whitmarsh,  Waldron,  Jones,  Andrews, 
Fisher,  Paull,  Williams,  Westcoat,  Austin,  Bobbitt, 
^  afterwards  Babbitt,  GofT,  Wide,  afterwards  Ide,  Burt, 
Nichols,  Crane,  Jloar,  afterwards  Hoard,  Smith,  Perry, 
Baker,  Simmons,  Phillips,  Pierce,  Shaw,  Luther, 
Cleveland,'  Tuels,  afterwards  Tew,  Vickery,  Link- 
horn,  afterwards  Lincoln,  Peck,  and  Francis.  The 
number  of  children  to  a  family  at  that  time  would 
probably  average  more  than  twice  the  number  of  the 
average  family  of  to-day,  twelve  to  fourteen  being 
not  uncommon  in  the  days  of  our  great-grandfathers.' 


1  It  \n  no  more  tlinn  J«»t  to  utate  tlmt  there  are  some  reosont  for 
doiibtliif;  Miiether  the  honor  of  this  exploit  liolongs  toBnmiiel  BriggM 
or  to  one  Iftilthew  Gooding,  It  Imving  Iwen  claimed  by  some  that  the 
latter  was  the  hero  of  the  nflttlr.  The  writer  does  nut  pretend,  in  the 
alNwnce  of  authentic  data,  to  decide  to  which  party  the  cre<lit  l»oloiigii, 
bnt  when  the  aboro  account  wa.^  written  ho  had  not  heard  the  GotNling 
aide  of  the  Rtory.  It  ia  evident,  however,  tliat  tlicre  would  soircely  b« 
two  clalnianta  to  an  apocryphal  exploit,  80  it  may  be  Mt  down  aa  toler- 
ably certain  that  either  8Hnincl  or  Matthew  performed  the  feat  above 
rclnicil.  rerlia|«  aa  much  anitroveray  will  bo  excited  in  the  fntnre 
over  the  qnention,  **  Who  rode  the  buck?**  aa  liaa  been  caused  In  the 
past  by  audi  unsettled  problems  an  who  the  **nian  in  the  iron  mask** 
was,  who  wrote  the  *'Jnnlns**  letters,  who  killed  Tecomseh,  and  who  was 
the  author  of  **  Beautiful  Snow.** 

'  The  name  of  Cleveland  has  been  brought  lieforo  the  piibllo  lately  by 
the  election  in  New  York  of  a  G<ivernor  of  that  name.  Hoaes  Cleveland 
came  to  Anifrica  from  Ipswich,  Knglaod,  about  1036,  and  settled  in 
Wobnm,  In  thisState.  Uehadafamilyof  seven  sons  and  four  daughters. 
He  died  in  17U1.  From  him  are  descended  all  the  Otevelands  In  this 
country  who  are  of  New  England  origin.  The  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
wa^  named  after  one  of  his  descendants  and  a  relative  of  Uie  INghton 
Clevelatids.  Winman,  In  his  **  PuriUn  Settlers,**  states  that  the  family 
derived  the  name  from  Cleveland,  In  the  county  of  Dnrham,  England. 
Early  in  the  thirteenth  century.  Sir  Guy  de  Cleveland  was  present  at 
the  siege  of  Donlogue,  In  France,  afterwards  at  the  battle  of  Poictlcrs, 
where  he  commanded  the  spearmen.     The  name  Is  a  corruption  of 

ClilTeland. 

Chat  of  ArmM.—Vw  chevron,  sable  and  ermine,  a  chevron  engrailed, 
connierchanged. 

Mottc.^*'  Pro  Deo  et  Patria.** 

s  Children  were  so  numerous  In  those  days  that  It  is  probable  they  were 
indlvldnaUy  less  thought  of  by  their  parents  than  ara  the  Individual 
boys  and  girls  of  one  of  the  small  famillen  of  the  present  day.  Tliua  It 
Is  stated  in  the  records  af  the  Walker  family  that  Oipt.  Elijah  Walker, 
bom  In  173(1,  and  who  married  Hannah  PIgaley,  had  fourteen  children, 
of  whom  *'  two  or  three  were  drowned  by  falling  at  dllTeraBt  tlnas 
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The  Bevolntionary  Period.— The  town  records  of 
the  Revolutionary  period  are,  as  usual,  provokinglj 
meagre  and  unsatisfying,  being  generally  only  brief 
entries  of  certain  expenditures  for  war  purposes,  and 
mentioning  only  a  few  of  the  names  of  those  who 
served  in  the  army. 

The  first  indication  of  the  coming  contest  with  the 
mother-country  is  found  in  the  record  of  a  town- 
meeting  held  Dec.  12,  1767.  A  town-meeting  had 
just  been  held  in  Boston,  at  which  resolutions  to 
abstain  from  certain  "  foreign  superfluities"  had 
been  passed,  and  copies  of  these  resolutions  had 
been  sent  by  the  selectmen  of  Boston  to  the  select- 
men of  Dighton,  and  probably  to  the  selectmen  of 
most  of  the  towns  in  New  England.  The  foreign  su- 
perfluities mentioned  were  glass,  paper,  printers'  col- 
ors, and  tea,  on  which  articles  the  British  Parliament 
had  recently  fixed  an  import  duty  when  brought 
into  the  colonies,  thereby  causing  great  indignation 
throughout  the  country. 

At  the  Dighton  town-meeting  Joseph  Atwood  was 
chosen  moderator,  and  it  was  voted  to  refer  the  matter 
to  a  committee  of  three,  consisting  of  Ezra  Richmond, 
Esq.,  Abiezer  Phillips,  town  clerk  at  that  time,  and 
Capt.  Stephen  Beal.^  The  meeting  was  then  ad- 
journed. What  action  the  committee  took  is  not 
mentioned.  It  is  probable  that  the  people  of  this 
town  were  somewhat  conservative  at  that  time  and 
not  quite  ready  to  follow  the  lead  of  the  fiery  radicals 
in  Boston,  and  that  nothing  came  of  the  resolutions 
that  were  sent  to  Dighton. 

In  1771  a  vote  was  passed  to  release  "  the  Quakers 
and  Anabaptists  from  all  the  charge  relating  to  the 
meeting-house,"  and  from  all  taxes  to  support  the 
minister.  This  vote  shows  the  advance  in  liberal 
ideas  since  the  settlement  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Fisher, 
when  Quakers  and  Baptists  were  obliged  to  con- 
tribute to  his  support 

In  1774  the  town  had  lost  some  of  its  conservatism, 
and  at  a  town-meeting,  held  July  18th,  the  following 
votes  were  passed : 

**  Voted,  nnanlmously,  that  It  is  highly  neesasary  at  thhi  Une  for  this 
town  to  enter  into  an  agreement  not  to  consume  any  British  mannliM- 
tnres  which  shall  he  Imiwrted  from  Great  Britain  after  tbedlitday  of 
Anguet,  1774.** 

**  Voted,  to  choose  Ave  men  to  take  Into  consideration  and  draw  a  cov- 
enant, or  sometliing  similar  to  the  Boston  covenant,  which  should  be 
proper  for  >e  iuhaldtnnts  to  agree  together  In  and  sign,  and  the  com- 
pany chosen  was  Boct  William  Baylies,  Ckpt.  Elkanah  Andrews,  Syl- 
veater  BIchmond  (8d),  Deacon  George  Godding,  David  Walker.** 

Into  the  well  in  the  back-yard,  the  well  having  been  left  for  years  with- 
out a  curb.**  In  a  family  of  fourteen  children  two  or  three  down  in  the 
well  would  hanlly  be  missed.  Elijah  Walker  was  captain  of  the  Ninth 
Gompany,  of  forty-slx  men,  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  Bristol  Gounty 
militia  In  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  was  one  of  the 
selectmen  in  1780.  His  children  may  have  been  drowned  while  ho  waa 
away  aoldlering,  and  so  unable  to  attend  to  having  the  well  cnrbed. 

*  Stephen  Beal  was  made  captain  of  the  First  Gompany  of  the  Dighton 
militia  In  1782.  Hs  lived  on  Richmond  Hill,  where  the  cellar  of  hia 
house  Is  still  to  be  seen.  He  was  pound-keeper  for  many  years,  the  old 
pound  tieing  only  a  few  rods  from  bit  house.  It  waa  owing  to  his  own- 
ership that  the  picturesque  piles  of  rock  that  crown  the  hill  were 
named  Benl*s  Rooks. 


HISTORY  OP  BRISTOL  COCNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


The  followiog  October  another  important  town- 
meeting  waB  bald,  of  which  the  record  is  aa  fol- 
low!: 


>■  biM  It  Dlctaton  nn  H ODiUjr,  Iht  Ifalnl  dw  o 
M  Ool.  Klutluu  Wilktrtnd  Di.  WIIIImu  BtjUf 
«wo  of  Dlihlun  U  lli(  Qintnl  Cnurl.  W  Ix  ■m 


Itwaathen  voted  that  the  two  represeniativea  should 
Iraw  the  pay  of  only  oae,  and  tliey  were  inalructei) 
n  their  duties  as  follows  : 


"  W*  du  bsribr  loilrncl  ym  lh*l  lu  ill  ranr.daliiEi  h  Mimben  at 
ibi  IlouK  of  RaprwuUtl'M  ;<>□  idlian  flmly  lo  iu>  Cliinsi  of  ilib 
fruTJDca.  gnuitcil  b/ ihaJr  HjiJuUm,  Kln|  WllUiu  ■ud  (lunii  II1117, 
ud  Ihnl  ;du  io  no  ■dwhLoli  i-au  puHllib  ba  Hiuilruid  julti  in  ao- 
1iiiaiil«)|maDI  oF  Itai  •■llilllr  uT  111*  act  or  Ills  Brlllih  ParllnracDl  tot 
fullirlng  Iha  tonnnnrul  at  UnniKbunlli  VmJ,  mart  aiiKUIIjr  Chit 
you  ukaowltOgs  Iha  Dan.  Bunrd  uf  ODDUelllun  ilKlnl  lor  111*  Gtnanl 
Court  (t  Ihelr  hhIdh  In  lliy  lut,  ■■  Ih*  ouly  rictall^l  Oouitlliitlaul 


The  above  instructioQH  wore  read  in  town -meeting, 
and  were  voted  without  cliBseiit.  On  the  3Glh  of  De- 
cember following  another  meeting  was  held,  aa  the 
warrant  net  forth,  "  To  elect  and  depute  hb  many  mem- 
bers as  tlie  town  should  di'em  necessary  to  represent 
them  in  a  Provincial  Caagreea,  to  be  holden  at  Cam- 
bridge on  the  first  day  of  February  nent  ...  to  con- 
sole upon  such  further  measuree  as  under  God  shall 
be  efiectual  to  save  Ihie  people  from  impending  ruin, 
and  to  secure  those  inestimable  privileges  deriveil 
from  our  anceators,  and  wliich  it  is  our  duly  to  pre- 
serve for  posterity." 

At  the  meeting  it  was  voted  to  choose  a  committee 
"  to  carry  into  execution  the  reanlvea  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress,"  and  the  following-named  persons 
were  chosen  :  Sylvester  Richmond  (3d),  Rufuti  Whit- 
uanli,  Peter  Pitts,  Joseph  Gooding,  Dr.  William  Bay- 


I  BlimUiio  Wnlkiic  wu  llsiiI>D(nl-c(ilon>l  ol  tli*  SwHid  a<i(lai>Bl  lu 
Iha  Btoiud  Uiigula  fivui  iU«ul  ITU  u  ITIHt.  lU  <•■>•  Ibt  »u  of  UauE. 
JsniH  Walker,  i>[  Taiiutou,  til*  lliird  at  UiBl  ouna.  Cal.  Walkir"!  fiirin 
waa  lu  Ilia  nnrthWHt  wrnH  of  Dlihtou.  Ua  had  llirtt  wtia^  lit., 
JJunnah  Cniunan,  daoKliltr  at  llubirt,  of  Tnuiilun ;  DiUiia  TIhIbIo, 
daUfbUr  iif  Juaapli,  and  Ur*.  I'liiba  XIb(.  dtuglilar  uf  Daacuu  Smuuul 

Iniaiilary  unuunlnl  lu  tbar  liundrad  and  Iblrty.Hiaii  pugndt.    II*  bad 
uu  clilldrBii.    Its  waa  deaewi  of  tb*  Flnt  aiDgracUioual  Chunili,  aiid 


Walkar.andDr.aoTKi 

tiiwi>.|U>alliiKB,    HIa  lofluanea  I 
worUij-  aud  raafoctad  dIJuD. 


Ha  waa  oiis  of  Ilia 


Ilea,  William  llrown,*  Abiezer  Philll|>a,'  George  Cod- 
ding. Duvid  Walker,  Samuel  Phillips.  William  Good-, 
log.  Jamee  Dean.  John  Richmond,  John  Simmona. 

It  won  then  voled  that  five  of  this  comiuillee  should 
constitute  a  quorum,  and  that  it  should  he  contioued 
and  supported  by  the  town. 

In  March,  1775,  a  vote  was  passed  tu  raise  mioule- 
men,  who  wore  to  train  two  half-days  per  woek,  and 
were  allowed  one  shilling  each  for  every  hulf-day  em* 
ployed  in  training.  The  town  also  assumed  the  coal 
of  an  instructor  in  military  tactics.  In  May  of  the 
same  year  it  was  voled  U>  hire  one  huiidre<)  and  thirty- 
five  pounds,  lawful  money,  to  be  paid  lulu  the  hands 
of  Henry  Gardener,  of  Stow,  for  the  use  of  the 
province.  At  another  meeting  in  May  it  waa  voted 
that  the  eelectiuen  should  purchase  "  twenty  small 
arms  for  the  use  of  the  town,"  and  a  committee  wan 
chosen  to  see  that  the  militia  was  provided  with  arms 
and  ammunition.  At  lliat  time  the  qualifications 
ueceHsary  to  he  ii  voter  included  thu  owning  "of  uu 
eiitate  of  freehold  in  land  of  forty  ahillirigs  per  annum 
at  ye  least,  or  other  estate  to  ye  value  uf  forty  ponnds 
sterling." 

In  October,  1775,  a  meeting  was  held  "  to  choose  n 
field  ollicur,"  and  Sylvester  Ululinioud'  {'M)  was 
clinseii.  In  this  year  the  sum  of  thirty-five  pounds 
waa  raised  for  school  purposes. 

At  a  meeting  lield  May  20,  177G,  it  waa  voted  "that 
if  ye  Honorable  Congress  should  for  the  safely  of  the 
united  colonies  declare  them  independentof  the  King 
of  Great  Rrilain,  they,  the  said  inhabitants,  will  sol- 
emnly engage  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  support 
them  in  the  measure."  This  vote,  it  will  he  perceived, 
was  some  sis  weeks  before  independence  waa  declared. 
The  town  waa  now  as  radical  as  even  Boston  could 
desire.  On  the  22<1  of  July  it  was  voted  "  to  give,  as 
a  bounty  to  each  soldier  who  has  enlisted,  or  shall 
enlist,  to  go  to  New  York,  ye  sum  of  five  pounds,  ex- 
clusive of  the  province  bounty."  These  men  were 
enlisted  lor  two  months.    At  that  time  tlio  prices  of 


>l  Iba  li 


•  Abl.ut  I'lilLllia  bold  UiB  uHliia  if  laou  olark  br  llilr^.|l»  fwn, 

for  saVanl  Jem,  and  waa  .Hfnl  Una*  cbaauu  miIhIdmi..  11*  waa 
iwlc*  uanlMl,  and  bad  iwalv*  cblldiau. 

•  Sllfaatar  RlebBioud  (3J)  waa  Hn  at  Ool.  ffilraalar.  wbo  waa  mt  tlw 
taking  u[  Lou]abDr|[.  Ilu  waa  born  Hut.  UD.  llUt.  SllirHiar  (M|  waa 
majut  In  Iba  SMSud  BaKlmaut  In  III*  Samud  Bri^ada  tmu  Fsb.  I,  in<l. 

'  iiironalrdlabaltaiilanaBI-«liiD<>I,tHildlB( 


»  UU  n 


I'a  EiiisdIlliiB.    AHor  bla  ralur 


naar  Iba  eluaa  of  ILn  IhI  Hiilorr.  Baror*  bla  daaUi  ba  gat*  ■  Uig* 
tract  of  wuodland  U  (lit  Bwgud  OungirtatiaHal  Budaly.  wbli;b  liad  »- 
CBNllj  built  a  inaEtiiif.liDUaa  al  lli*  Fuut  OHiinn,  tor  (ba  aii|i|wn  vt  ■ 
Dilutalrr.  Ua  Iliad  at  Ilia  idd  bunitaltud  du  Ilia  uuctb  alupa  i>f  Ilia  bill. 
Ula  wit*  vaa  AUl«al>  Nigbllngala,  o[  Proildaiics.  aud  Ibaj  bad  atv*B 
clilldcau,  liKlDdIng  Ballji  and  NaoFy,  lb*  twu  uld  nalda  pcadeiMl/  ana- 


DIGHTON. 
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most  commodities  were  regulated  by  law.  In  1776, 
the  price  of  a  day's  labor  was  fixed  at  three  shillings. 
"  The  best  of  grass-fed  beef  three  pence  a  pound ;  po- 
tatoes (Hie  shilling  a  bushel ;  flour  one  pound  and 
five  shillings  a  barrel ;  cord-wood  thirteen  shillings  a 
cord ;  '  rum  by  ye  gill  and  good  flip  by  ye  mugg  one 
shilling,  and  toddy  ye  same;'  a  dinner  boiled  and 
roast  one  shilling  two  pence ;  only  boiled  one  shilling; 
board  per  week  eight  shillings,  and  most  other  things 
were  proportionally  cheap. 

In  those  stirring  times  town-meetings  were  held 
every  few  weeks,  but  at  only  a  few  of  them  were  the 
proceedings  of  interest  at  the  present  day.  In  August, 
1777,  the  selectmen  were  instructed  to  hire  eight  hun- 
dred and  li(\y  |)ound8  "to  raise  Continental  soldiers 
with."  A  committee  was  also  chosen  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  the  general  court,  **  to  prevent 
monopoly  and  oppression."  Speculators  were  getting 
control  of  the  markets  for  provisions,  clothing,  etc., 
and  prices  were  raised  faster  than  would  naturally 
happen  from  the  depreciation  of  paper  money.  Salt 
had  become  so  scarce  and  dear  that  a  small  lot,  secured 
by  the  town  authorities,  was  by  a  vote  of  the  town  dis- 
tributed by  the  selectmen  according  to  the  number  of 
persons  in  each  family,  and  a  quantity  of  molasses 
was  divided  in  the  same  manner.  The  smallpox  was 
making  ravages  in  this  and  neighboring  towns,  and 
an  article  was  inserted  in  the  warrant  "  to  see  if  this 
town  will  set  up  anocolation  for  the  smallpox"  (that 
was  before  the  discovery  of  vaccination  by  Jenner), 
but  the  article  was  voted  down.  Soon  afterwards, 
however,  an  inoculating  hospital  wns  provided  by 
the  town,  and  many  persons  were  there  inoculated 
with  the  smallpox  virus,  and  had  the  malady  in  a 
mild  form,  while  a  few  died  after  being  inoculated. 
Ammunition  was  exceedingly  dear  at  that  date,  pow- 
der being  eighteen  shillings  a  pound,  and  lead  four 
shillings.    Flints  were  sixpence  apiece. 

In  1778  the  subject  of  preventing  the  spread  of  the 
smallpox  was  again  before  the  towu.  Probably  in- 
oculation had  not  worked  well,  for  a  vote  was  passed 
"to  prosecute  all  offenders  who  shall  inoculate  for 
the  smallpox  within  this  town,  contrary  to  the  laws 
of  this  State."  At  the  end  of  this  year  paper  money 
1iad  depreciated  to  such  a  degree  that  it  was  "  voted 
to  each  man  that  enlisted  to  go  to  Rhode  Island  seven 
dollars  per  day"  for  the  seven  days  they  were  gone. 
Slaves  were  still  held  in  Dighton  at  that  date,  and 
some  of  them  were  serving  as  soldiers  in  the  army, 
fighting  to  keep  their  masters  from  becoming  slaves; 
there  were  also  a  few  Indians  in  the  town,  one  family 
of  which,  named  Simon,  being  supported  out  of  the 
poor  rates. 

In  August,  1779,  a  committee  of  twenty-three  per- 
sons was  chosen  to  regulate  prices  of  labor  and  mer- 
chandiHC.  The  names  of  thejcommittee  are  as  follows : 
Dr.  William  Baylies,  Thomas  Church,  Esq.,*  Capt. 

1  Col.  Tliomns  Chnn:h  wm  %  llnml  dMcendftnt  of  ORpt.  Bonjumln 
Church,  Ui«  Indinn  flghtor  atid  cnptarer  of  Annawsn.    Ho  reprweated 


Elijah  Walker,  Isaac  Jones,  Sylvester  Richmond  (Sd), 
John  Simmons,  Jabez  Pierce,  Deacon  Gkorge  Cod- 
ding, Henry  Yew,  Abiezer  Phillips,  Elkanah  Andrews, 
William  Francis,  Seth  Austin,  William  Walker, 
Samuel  Talbot,  David  Dean,  William  Hathaway, 
Ezra  Richmond,  Esq.,  Abram  Allen,  Caleb  King, 
Joseph  Perry,  Eliakim  Briggs,  Simeon  Williams. 

Regulating  the  prices  when  the  currency  was  so 
rapidly  depreciating  was  a  Sisyphean  labor;  prices 
would  not  stay  regulated.  In  1780  the  price  of  board 
had  risen  to  nine  pounds  a  week,  and  probably  there 
were  few  luxuries  in  the  bill  of  fare  at  that  price. 
In  this  year  the  town  raised  the  sum  of  twenty-two 
thousand  seven  hundred  pounds.  In  1781  it  took 
sixty  dollars  in  paper  money  to  be  equal  to  a  silver 
dollar.  On  the  first  day  of  March  in  this  year  the 
toXvn  issued  an  emancipation  proclamation,  as  far  as 
the  negroes  serving  in  the  army  were  concerned, 
which  indicates  that  the  iniquity  of  slavery  was  be- 
coming apparent  to  the  people  of  New  England.'  As 
will  be  seen,  the  term  servant  was  euphemistically 
used  in  the  place  of  the  word  slave,  as  it  was  formerly 

at  the  South. 

« 

**  Voted,  thtt,  whereat,  the  foUowing  Blacki,  tIs.,  Peter,  ye  Mrrant  of 
Job  Wtnilow,  Reuben,  ye  ■enraot  of  ye  Widow  Pradence  White,  of 
Tiinnton,  Cieear,  ye  eerTant  of  Ool.  Thotnae  Chnrch,  Neoe,  ye  Mnraot  of 
Oapt.  Klkaunh  Andrewa,  Prince,  yeeenrant  of  John  Pleroe,  Thomae,  ye 
ienrant  of  David  Dean,  and  Denonl,  ye  ierrant  of  Jonathan  Wllllaaie, 


the  town  at  the  General  Oonri  in  1705.  lie  waebom  In  Seaoonnet,  now 
LIlUe  Conipton,  R.  I.,  in  1727,  and  died  Jnne  8, 1707.  He  wae  a  man  of 
oontlderable  influence  In  the  oommnnlty.  He  wae  intereeted  in  TeeMla 
and  ehi|)«bnllding,  as  waa  alio  hie  eon  GamaUel,  who  repreeented  the 
town  of  Wellington  at  the  General  Court  In  1817.  The  Cttiurcb  fknn  is 
now  owned  by  A.  W.  Paul,  Bsq^  one  of  the  most  snooevAiI  farmen  in 
Bristol  Connty.  The  Church  wharf  and  former  place  of  bnslnesi  is  ilt- 
uated  Just  abore  Rocky  Nook,  formerly  one  of  the  moet  dangeroiu  places 
to  navigate  on  the  river.  Gamaliel  Chareh  removed  to  Westport  ttom 
Dighton. 

<  A  story  that  hiis  been  handed  down  about  one  of  theee  slaTss  shows  that 
Ihoy  could  make  themselvee  very  useful  upon  occasion,  and  also  proves 
tliat  fur  son^e  purpoees  the  AfHcan  head  is  superior  to  the  Oancssian. 
Among  the  quota  of  twelve  men  who  went  in  the  expedition  to  Rhode 
Island  at  the  time  the  British  General  Prsscott  was  captured  was  a 
slave  named  Prince,  belonging  to  Ospt  John  Pieroe,  a  sturdy,  hull- 
necked  negro  of  pure  African  blood.  Some  difficulty  was  encountered 
by  the  soldiers  in  breaking  open  the  door  of  the  house  In  which  the 
BriUsh  general  had  been  surprised.  At  this  Juncture  Prince  came  to 
the  front.  **  Golly  i  massa,**  said  he,  **  Jess  yon  stand  little  one  side  and 
gib  dis  nigger  chance  atdatdoah.*'  Retreating  a  few  steps  In  order  toget 
a  better  impetus,  he  rushed  at  the  door,  head  foremoet,  like  an  animated 
battering-ram,  and  knocMing  hinges  and  bolts  tnm  their  ihstenings,  so 
thnt  the  soldiers  entered  without  further  dlfflcul^. 

Prince  wae  a  somewliat  noted  violin  player,  and  once,  while  senrlng 
under  Gen.  Washington,  his  flddle-bow  became  scant  of  hairs,  and  he 
pulled  a  qnantity  out  of  the  flne  long  tall  of  the  general's  charger  to 
replenish  it  with.  Washington  happened  to  appear  on  the  scene  while 
he  was  in  the  very  act,  and  gave  him  two  or  three  smart  outs  with  his 
whip.  Prince  used  In  after-years  to  boast  of  this  Interview  with  the 
Pater  Patrin. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  capture  of  Preeoott,  a  Dighton  man  named 
Paull,  a  stalwart  son  of  Anak,  whose  feet  required  at  least  number  four- 
teen shoes,  was  among  the  party.  Gen.  Prescott  was  a  small  man,  and 
had  remarkably  small  feet  He  had  not  had  time  to  put  on  his  shoee 
before  he  wae  hurried  oflT  by  his  captors,  and  on  the  way  complained 
that  the  stones  hurt  his  naked  feet.  Thereupon  Paull  gravely  took  olf 
his  hugs  foot-coverings  and  offered  them  to  the  captive.  It  is  needlees 
to  say  that  the  offer  was  not  accepted,  ae  the  shoea  would  not  have  re- 
mained on  the  general's  feet  an  Instant  while  walking. 
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baTO  tolittffd  Into  y  amy  of  Um  Ualtt4 
of  ibo  quoU  of  tho  Town  of  Dlgblon,  bj  tbm 
wbo  baro  mtde  ortr  all  tbdr  rifbt  !■  Hid 
ton ;  tbo  mid  Town  doM  in  conatqvtMM 
Peter,  Reuboo,  Onitr,  Nooi,  PilBoa, 


Ibrlhrw  fMHV  M  pHt 
t  oC  tiMir  ■>■!■■% 
lodMliwpoCDIgh- 
dadait  the  tihwii 


•adSMMMlFm; 

The  town  Airther  agreed  to  rapport  any  of  theee 
men  that  might  become  disabled  or  incapablo  of  rap- 
porting  themselves.  The  Dighton  Emancipation 
Proclamation  was  issued  nearly  eighty-two  yean  be- 
fore the  more  famous  one  of  President  Unooln.  At 
the  election  of  Qovernor  in  April,  1781,  only  fifty-six 
votes  were  cost,  all'of  them  for  John  Hancock.  This 
small  vote  indicates  the  extent  to  which  the  town  had 
been  depopulated  of  voting  citisens  by  the  war,  and 
the  call  for  money  was  quite  as  urgent  as  that  for  men. 
The  sum  of  nine  hundred  pounds  in  silver  money  was 
voted  for  war  purposes  in  June  of  this  year.  The 
early  part  of  this  year  was  one  of  the  most  gloomy 
periods  of  the  Revolution  for  the  American  cause. 
Treason  and  revolts  in  the  army,  and  reverses  in  the 
field,  had  brought  many  patriotic  men  to  doubt  the 
final  success  of  the  Continental  armies,  ^t  it  was 
the  darknesH  that  precedes  the  dawn,  lor  soon  Uierar- 
render  of  Corn wal lis  heralded  the  final  triumph  of 
the  Americans,  and  the  loyal  people  of  Dighton  re- 
joiced with  their  compatriots  in  the  other  towns  of 
the  State,  and  of  the  other  States.  In  1784,  the  year 
after  peace  was  declared,  one  hundred  and  two  votes 
were  cast  The  people  had  settled  down  to  the  peace- 
ful vocations  of  life. 

After  the  war  ship-building,  which,  after  farming, 
was  the  chief  business  carried  on,  received  an  im- 
petus which  lasted  until  the  famous  Embargo  Act^ 
just  before  the  second  war  with  Qreat  Britain.^ 

The  population  of  the  town  received  large  acces- 
sions from  other  towns,  and  the  newcomers  were  duly 
warned  to  remove  out  of  town  within  fifteen  days, 
under  the  penalties  prescribed  by  law  for  not  doing 
so.  This  warning  people  out  of  town  was  a  mere 
technical  formality  gone  through  with  by  the  select- 
men, so  that  if  any  of  the  new  population  came  to 
want,  the  expense  of  their  support  would  not  fiill 
upon  the  town.  The  persons  who  were  warned  were 
not  expected  nor  desired  to  depart  unless  they  chose 
to  do  so.  In  1791  more  than  two  hundred  persons 
were  warned  to  leave  the  town.  They  were  people 
of  various  occupations,  hatters,  carpenters,  cordwain- 
ers,  and  "spinsters." 

In  1789  the  commercial  and  ship-building  interests 
had  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  Dighton  was 
made  a  port  of  entry,  and  Maj.  Thodijah  Baylies  was 
appointed  collector  of  customs,  holding  the  office 
until  1809. 

Ship-building  had  been  carried  on  here  at  an  early 
period.  In  1693,  Thomas  Coram  came  over  from 
England  to  Boston  in  the  interest  of  several  London 


1  American  ■bipK>wDen,  whoee  tmmIb  were  rutting  nt  the  wluinre* 
while  the  embergo  lasted,  probably  ooneldered  the  act  an  infamtnu 
rather  than  a  famoue  one. 


merohanti  to  build  ahlpa.  In  lOM  ha  bought  a  plaea 
of  land  on  Ttonton  River,  in  tho  Soath  Parahaaa,  of 
ono  John  Beed,  and  sot  up  a  ship-yard  naav  whal  Is 
now  known  aa  Zabalon'a  Laadinf ,  and  not  tur  tnm 
tha  wharf  of  tha  Old  Colony  Iron  Oonpaay.  Ooraai 
stayed  in  this  country  about  tan  ye«n;  ha  baeama  in- 
Tolvad  in  lawsnita  and  took  a  strong  dialika  to  sohio 
of  the  people,  although  he  was  finally  Tictorloua  Ui 
his  oontroYeiaiea  before  the  eourte.  In  1700  hia  land 
and  house  in  the  South  Pnrdiaiey  together  with  two 
new  ships,  one  of  tham'  rigged  and  ready  for  iioa» 
were  attached  by  one  Stephen  Durt^  who  resided  in 
what  is  now  the  town  of  Berkl^,  in  the  hoosa  lataiy 
occupied  by  Thomas  J.  Bort;  thia  property  Ooran 
afterwards  recovered.' 

Thomas  Coram  was  a  notobla  man  in  his  day.  Aa 
one  of  the  early  residente  of  Dighton.  and  parhapa 
the  first  man  to  carry  on  ship-building  here,  a  brief 
sketeh  of  his  career  will  not  be  out  of  plaoa.  Ha 
was  bom  in  1668,  at  Lyme  Bagis^  in  England,  hia 
fatlier  being  tlie  eaptoin  of  a  fishing  veaMU  Having 
been  apprenticed  to  a  shipwrighti  and  having  thor- 
oughly mastered  the  art  of  building  vessels,  Tlioaiasi 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  oame  to  New  England, 
where  timber  was  more  plentiful  than  at  home,  to  put 
his  ability  as  a  mastership-builder  to  a  practical  test. 
While  residing  here  he  married  a  Boston  girl  named 
Eunice  Wait  After  his  return  to  England  ha  en- 
gaged in  various  schemes  and  enterprisei  eonnectad 
with  the  development  of  the  American  provinces^ 
particularly  in  a  persistent  endeavor  to  forther  tlia 
settlement  of  Nova  Scotia.  His  nnweariad  aflbrts 
were  eventually  crowned  with  success,  and  in  1749  a 
colony  was  sent  over,  which  founded  the  town  of 
Halifax.  Carlyle  says  of  the  founding  of  this  oity, 
"  Tbanks  to  you,  Oapt.  Coram,  though  the  ungrateAil 
generations  (except  dimly  in  Coram  Street, near  yoar 
liospitel)  have  lost  all  memory  of  you,  aa  their  wontb 
Blockheads,  never  mind  tliem." 

Coram's  pliilautliropic  sympathies  led  him  to  join 
Gen.  Oglethorpe's  enterprise  to  colonise  Georgia  with 
the  thousands  of  poor  debtors  released  firom  the  ESng- 
lish  prisons,  through  Oglethorpe's  humane  eflfortia 
He  also  exerted  himself  in  behalf  of  the  Mohegan 
Indians,  who  had  petitioned  to  the  British  govern- 
ment for  redress  for  the  encroachmente  of  the  people 
of  Connecticut  upon  their  lands.  But  the  great  work 
of  his  life  was  tlie  London  Foundling  Hospitol,  in 
the  chapel  of  which  be  was  buried,  and  where  this 
inscription  commemorates  his  name: 

**CAPTAIN    TUOMAi    OOBAM, 

"  Whoee  uanic  will  uovor  want  a  monument  eo  lung  as  thie  hoqiltal 
■liflU  lubeiiit, 

**  Wan  born  In  the  year  1068. 

**  A  man  eminent  In  the  niiiet  eminent  virtue  ot  the  lore  of  nauklnd, 
little  attentive  to  hin  piivutu  fuHiine,  and  ri'riwiug  many  opiwrtuultlce 
of  incruaaing  it,  hie  time  and  thought!  wvro  contiuuallj  employed  in 


*  For  eeveral  of  the  lacU  in  thie  eketch  relating  to  Thomae  Cbmm  the 
writer  la  indebted  to  a  piiper  read  bj  G.  A.  lleed,  Ktq ,  brfure  the  OM 
i  Colony  Uletorical  Society  In  1870,  and  publhihed  by  the  Society. 
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endwivort  to  promote  the  public  happlneM  both  in  thli  kingdom  and 
elsewhere,  pnrticnliirly  in  the  colonies  of  Nortli  America,  and  his  on- 
deavors  were  many  times  crowned  with  snocess.  His  anweerled  solid* 
tation  for  abore  serenteen  years  together  (which  would  hare  baffled  the 
patience  and  industry  of  any  man  less  lealous  In  doing  good),  and  bis 
application  to  persons  of  distinction,  obtained  at  length  the  charter  of 
inoorpomtfon  .  .  .  .  for  the  melntenanco  and  education  of  exposed  and 
deserted  young  children,  by  which  many  thousnnds  of  lives  may  be  pre- 
serred  to  the  public,  and  employed  in  a  frugal  and  honest  course  of  In- 
dustry. 

*'Ue  died  the  Mth  of  March,  17S1,  In  the  eighty-fourth  year  of  his 
age,  poor  In  worldly  estate,  rich  In  good  works,  and  was  burled  at 
his  own  request  in  the  Tnult  underneath  this  chapel, ....  many  of  the 
OoTemors  and  other  gentlemeu  attending  the  Itanoral  to  do  honor  to 
his  memory. 

**  RKADSa, 

"Thy  actions  will  show  whether  tlion  art  sincere  in  the  praises  thou 
msypst  bestow  on  biro,  and  If  thou  hnst  Tirtuo  enough  to  commend  his 
▼Irtufls,  forget  not  to  add  also  the  Imitation  of  them." 

Goram's  unremitting  perseverance  enlisted  art,  as 
well  as  rank  and  wealth,  in  aid  of  his  hospital. 
Handel  in  music,  and  Hogarth  in  painting,  lent  their 
best  efforts  in  furtherance  of  the  project.  As  an 
illustration  of  the  way  this  establishment  strikes  an 
American  of  cultivated  and  poetic  mind,  the  follow- 
ing extract  from  a  letter  from  London  to  the  New 
York  Tribune  may  not  be  out  of  place.  It  was  written 
by  William  Winter,  the  accomplished  poet  and  the 
dramatic  critic  of  that  journal : 

"  How  looks  to-night  the  interior  of  the  chapel  of 
the  Foundling  Hospital?  Dark  and  lonesome,  no 
doubt,  with  its  heavy  galleries  and  sombre  pews,  and 
the  great  organ, — Handel's  gift, — standing  there,  mute 
and  grim,  between  the  ascending  tiers  of  empty  seats. 
But  never,  in  my  remembrance,  will  it  cease  to  pre- 
sent a  picture  more  impressive  and  touching  than 
words  can  say.  At  least  three  hundred  children, 
rescued  from  shame  and  penury  by  this  noble  benevo- 
lence, were  ranged  around  that  organ  when  I  saw  it, 
and,  in  their  artless,  frail  little  voices,  singing  a  hymn 
of  praise  and  worship.  Well  nigh  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  have  passed  since  this  grand  institution  of 
charity, — the  sacred  work  and  blessed  legacy  of  Capt. 
Thomas  Coram, — was  established  in  this  place.  What 
a  divine  good  it  has  accomplished  and  continues  to 
accomplish,  and  what  a  pure  glory  hallows  its 
founder's  name.  ...  No  man  ever  did  a  better  deed 
than  he,  and  the  darkest  night  that  ever  was  cannot 
darken  his  fame."' 

And  so  we  take  our  leave  for  the  present  of  that 
whilom,  worthy  resident  of  the  South  Purchase,  Capt. 
Thomas  Coram.  In  him  was  seen  a  large  develop- 
ment of  what  Herbert  Spencer  terms  altruism,  the 
opposite  of  egoism,  and  the  motto  he  adopted  was 


1  TliMo  fiimiiiar  witli  the  stories  of  OhHrles  Dickens  will  recall  in 
**  Little  Dorritt**  the  warm-tempered  and  equally  warm-hearted  Tatty- 
corant.  taken  from  the  foundling  hospital  by  Mr.  Mesgles,  as  a  nialU  fur 
his  little  dnnghtor,  and  the  description  as  to  how  the  name  originated. 
**  Tiie  nnmeof  Bf»adle  being  out  of  the  question,"  ssld  Mr.  Mesgles,  "and 
the  orif  inator  of  the  institution  for  thone  poor  foundlings  having  been 
a  blesiMMl  creature  named  Coram,  we  gave  that  name  to  Pet's  little  maid. 
At  one  time  ilie  was  Tatty,  and  at  one  time  she  was  Coram,  until  we  got 
into  a  way  of  mixing  the  two  names  together,  and  now  she  Is  always 
Tattycoram." 


characteristic  of  the  man,"  non  riln,  ied  alU^*  ("  not  for 
himself,  but  for  others"),  was  the  daily  rule  of  his  life. 

Capt  Coram  was  probably  the  first  builder  of  large 
vessels  in  this  vicinity;  probably  the  business  was 
carried  on  here  after  he  returned  to  England,  but 
there  is  no  record  or  tradition  that  such  was  the  case. 
There  was  an  abundance  of  excellent  oak  to  be  had 
here,  and  it  was  the  common  material  for  the  frames 
of  houses  and  other  buildings.  About  the  middle  of 
the  last  century  one  John  Reed,  perhaps  a  descendant 
of  the  John  previously  mentioned,  carried  on  the 
building  of  vessels  in  what  is  called  Muddy  Cove. 
That  was  before  the  road  was  laid  out  and  the  bridge 
built  over  the  mouth  of  the  cove,  which  must  have 
been  deeper  then  than  it  is  now,  though  it  is  probable 
that  the  vessels  that  Reed  built  were  small.'  This 
ship-yard  was,  it  is  supposed,  on  or  near  the  site  of 
Mr.  H.  M.  Simmon's  lumber-yard.  John  Reed  owned 
and  lived  in  the  old  Andrews  house,  near  the  cove. 

During  the  period  from  1785  to  the  commencement 
of  the  war  of  1812,  several  firms  carried  on  the  ship- 
building business  here.  Most  of  the  vessels  built 
were  small  coasting  sloops,  ranging  from  twenty  to 
seventy  tons ;  but  some  were  larger  crafl,  ships  and 
brigs,  intended  for  the  European  or  the  West  Indian 
trade,  or  it  may  be  for  the  bringing  of  slaves  from 
Africa,  although  it  is  not  known  that  any  ship-owners 
of  this  town  were  engaged  in  the  last-named  business. 
Among  those  engaged  in  building  vessels  during  the 
period  mentioned  were  the  firms  of  Bowen  &  Hath- 
away, and  Smith  &  Ward  well.'  Their  yards  were  just 

s  Tlie  bridge  across  Muddy  Gove  was  built  by  Oapt.  Elkanab  Andrews 
about  ths  year  1772.  John  Reed  was  the  contractor,  and  lost  all  of  bis 
property  in  the  Job,  Capt.  Andrews  becoming  the  owner  of  his  honta 
and  land  north  of  the  cove.  The  road  was  laid  oat  at  the  same  time 
from  the  Widow  Stetson's  house  (for  many  years  long  afterwards  tha 
residence  of  John  P.  Perry)  to  Oapt.  John  Pierce's  bouse,  at  what  Is  now 
called  Lutber*s  Oomer.  Oapt  Andrews  lived  In  the  bouse  on  the  south 
side  of  the  core,  afterwards  owned  by  James  8pooner,and  remodeled  In 
later  years  In  the  Grecian  style  of  architecture  by  his  son,  Joshua 
Spooner.  Capt  Andrews  did  a  large  business  In  shipping  hay.  Ash,  and 
other  commodities  to  Southern  ports.  His  store  and  wharf  were  In  ftroat 
of  his  house.    He  died  in  1787. 

Mr.  John  0.  Perry,  mentioned  above,  was  for  some  years  town  clerk. 
He  taught  school  for  many  years  in  the  UUle  red  sebool-honse  tbatstood 
north  of  the  John  Heed  liousa.  Mr.  Perry  was,  lu  most  n-tpects,  an  ex- 
cellent teacher. 

•  Smith  k  Wardweirs  yard  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  wharf  now 
known  as  Whitmarsh's  wharf,  and  Bowen  ft  Hathaway*s  yard  was  on 
the  south  sids.  David  Bowen,  one  of  the  latter  Arm,  was  bom  In  DIgh- 
ton,  and  was  one  of  twin  brothers,  the  other  being  named  Jonathan. 
David  wasanacUve  businessman.  Hedledsmldenly  of  hemorrhage  at  the 
early  age  of  thirty-six,  baring  acquired,  during  the  few  years  he  was  In 
business,  property  to  tlie  iimount  of  eight  or  nine  thousand  dollars,  a  ro- 
spectabie  sum  in  those  days.  John  Hathaway,  bis  partner,  was  also 
born  in  Dighton,  and  was  an  Influential  citiien.  He  repmented  the 
town  at  the  Qenoral  Court  for  a  number  of  years  In  the  early  part  of  the 
century.  His  son,  John  Hathaway,  Jr.,  was  town  clerk  for  several  years. 
He  removed  to  Boeton,  became  a  thriving  merchant  in  that  city,  and  ao- 
qnlred  a  handsome  property.  His  daughter,  Francee,  is  the  wife  of  Hon. 
Moses  Kimball,  of  Boston,  and  his  daughter,  Margaret,  Is  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Frank  Kendall,  manuflicturer,  of  Watertown. 

Josiah  Wardwell  came  from  Bristol,  R.  I.  He  married  a  daughter  of 
his  partner,  James  Smith.  Tiie  house  stood  on  the  site  of  tl.e  residence 
of  the  late  Oapt  William  Cobb.  It  was  burnt  nearly  flfty  years  ago, 
during  a  hsavy  snow-storm.  His  partner's  bouse  was  on  the  opposite 
comer,  and  Is  yst  standing.  - 
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bolow  thelown-laading,  IcnowD  as  Zebuloa'a  Landing, 
from  one  Zebulon  Reed,  who  used  to  occupy  it.  One 
of  our  townanien  can  remember  seeing  on  the  atocks 
in  these  yards  at  one  time  two  aliips  and  two  brigi. 
There  were  eix  grog-shops  in  the  south  part  or  the 
town  at  that  time,  rum  being  nearly  as  common  a 
beverage  then  as  water  is  now  ;  on  special  occasions, 
BDch  as  a  house-raising  or  vessel-launching,  it  was 
(Urnliihed  to  the  crawd  without  money  or  price. 

WiLLiiu  Ellbky.— Among  the  residents  of  Dlgh- 
ton  during  the  Revolutionary  war  was  William  El- 
lery,  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and 
member  of  Congress,  Wlicn  tlie  British  took  posses- 
lion  of  Newport  ill  1776,  Etiery  found  a  refuge  at  the 
house  of  Capt,  Eufus  Whitmumh,  near  the  I^wer 
Four  Corners,  in  this  lowu.  Here  he  reside<l  for  sev- 
eral years  when  not  at  his  post  as  a  member  of  Con- 
gress. During  his  absence  from  Newport,  hia  house 
in  that  town  was  burned  by  the  British,  and  his  prop- 
erty otherwise  greatly  damaged.  The  house  he  lived 
In  while  here  is  still  standing,  as  was  mentioned  in 
the  first  part  of  this  sketch.  Of  Ellery's  life  while 
residing  here  not  much  is  known.  Ho  was  away  ao 
much  of  the  time  that  probably  the  Dighton  people 
saw  but  little  of  him.'  The  following  is  a  portion  of 
a  letter  written  by  him,  while  in  this  town,  to  his 
Aiend,  Gen.  Whipple: 


nUladliiruu  tijlk 


nr.l»p,.otlui.lt]' 

'.hi  Frcucli  OhI  li>1hilM*nad>0B,;r>Iillll  1  hups 
run  X  NorpurL    Tlo  Uland  niMt  nut  U  nlln- 


The  assault  on  the  British  lines  that  Ellery  wan 
loping  for  was  not  made,  the  enemy  having  been  so 
iitrengtliencd  by  rdnforcemenU  us  to  render  tliem 
superior  in  numbers  to  the  Americans.  Oen.  Sulli- 
van was  therefore  obliged  to  retreat,  which  he  did  in 
n  masterly  manner,  in  good  order.  The  retreat  to  the 
main  land  was  well  timed,  for  the  nextday  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  arrived,  al^er  which  it  would  huve  been  im- 
practicable to  cross  with  tlie  army  to  the  main  shore. 

Eliery'a  death,  which  occurred  on  Uie  l&th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1820,  when  he  was  ninety-two  years  old,  was 
like  the  falling  into  a  peaceful  sleep.  ''His  end," 
says  his  biographer,  "was  indeed  that  of  a  philoso- 
'pher.  In  truth,  death  in  its  common  form  never  came 
near  him.  His  strength  wuatud  gradually  for  the  Inst 
year,  until  he  had  not  enough  left  to  Uriiw  in  hia 
breath,  and  ao  he  ceased  to  brcntho,    The  day  on 


which  he  died  he  got  up  and  dressed  himself,  took 
Ills  old  flag-boltomed  chair  without  arms,  on  which 
he  liuil  set  for  more  than  half  a  century,  and  was 
reading  Tully'a  offices  in  the  Latin,  without  glasses, 
though  the  print  was  aa  fine  as  thai  of  the  smallest 
pocket-bible.  The  physician  stopped  in  on  his  way 
to  the  hospital,  as  he  usually  did,  and  perceiving 
that  the  old  gentleman  could  scarcely  raise  his  eye- 
lids lo  look  at  him,  took  hia  band  and  found  thai  his 
pulse  wuB  gone.  After  drinking  a  little  wine  and 
water,  his  physician  told  him  his  pulse  beat  more 
strongly.  '  Ob,  yes,  doctor,  I  have  a  charming  pulse, 
but,'  he  continued,  'it  is  idle  to  talk  to  me  in  this 
way.  I  am  going  olf  the  stage  of  life,  and  it  is  n 
great  blessing  that  I  go  free  from  sickness,  pain,  and 
sorrow.'  He  was  then  placed  in  bed,  nud  aat  upright, 
continuing  to  read  Cicero  very  quietly  for  some  time. 
Presently  they  looked  at  him  and  found  liim  deud, 
sitting  with  the  book  under  his  chiu,  as  a  man  who 
becomes  drowsy  and  gots  to  sleep. 


"  Ellory  was  fond  of  profound  study  and  elegant 
literature,  reading  to  the  end  of  hia  life  the  works  of 
distinguished  writers  in  theology,  intullectual  philoa- 
ophy,  and  political  economy.  His  mind  and  affec- 
tions never  seemed  to  grow  old,  but  only  to  ripen  with 
age.  His  conversation  never  lost  lis  humor,  richnesa, 
and  variety,  its  freedom  and  temperate  earnestness, 
lu  stature  he  was  of  inodcrute  height,  his  penton 
neither  spare  nor  corpulent,  but  indicating  {>orrect 
liealth  and  un  easy  mind.  His  head  and  features 
were  large  and  impressive.  Only  three  weeks  before 
his  death  he  wrote  a  long  letter  containing  remarks 
on  Latin  prosody,  and  on  the  faults  of  public  speakers, 
written,  too,  in  a  strong,  close  band,  that  might  be 
expected  from  one  in  middle  life." 

What  a  charming  picture  of  a  serene  old  age  and 
a  painless  euthaiiusia  do  these  extracts  disclose,  uiul 
what  un  argument  for  the  immortality  of  the  soul 
does  this  old  man  of  ninety-two  with  bis  mental  pow- 
ers untouched  by  age  present!    Titian,  dying  of  tha 
plague  at  the  age  of  ninety-nine,  and  painting  nimoat 
to  the  last,  and  Ellery,  at  ninety-two  writing  in  k*.j 
firm  hand  criticisms  on  the  orators  of  (he  day  and  on   j 
Lutin  prosody,  go  far  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  French   ' 
suvant  Flourens'  tlieory  that  the  natiiral  life  of  man 
is  at  least  one  hundred  yeura. 

William  Hllery  was  born  at  Newport,  R.  1..  Dec. 
22, 1727;  after  graduating  at  Harvard,  he  commenced  , 
his  career  as  a  trader  at  Newport,  then  practiced  law, 
and  in  1776  was  elected  to  the  Continetttul  Cungr«a,   ' 
of  which  body  ho  soon  hccnme  one  of  the  leuding   J 
niembers.    He  was  i[i  Congress  eight  years,  and  wu 
aflerwutds  collector  of  customs  iit  Newport  until  hh> 
death.    The  signatures  of  Ellery  and  of  his  colleague, 
Stephen  Hopkins,  to  the  Declamtiun  of  Independence 
display  a  striking  contrast,  Ellery's  being  Ann  and 
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bold,  and  that  of  Hopkins  tremulous  and  uncertain, 
from  the  palsy  that  afflicted  him.  "I  was  deter- 
mined/' Ellery  used  to  say  in  afler-years,  "  to  see  how 
they  all  looked  as  they  signed  what  might  be  tlieir 
death  warrant.  I  placed  myself  beside  the  secretary, 
Charles  Thomson,  and  eyed  each  closely  as  he  affixed 
his  name  to  the  document.  Undaunted  resolution 
was  displayed  in  every  countenance." 

CoMBiODORE  Talbot.— Commodore  Bilas  Talbot 
was  a  native  of  this  town.  He  distinguished  himself 
in  the  Revolutionary  war  on  both  the  ocean  and  tlie 
land.  His  parents  were  Benjamin  and  Zipporah 
Talbot.  The  house  they  lived  in,  and  in  which 
Silas,  the  ninth  of  their  fourteen  children,  was  born, 
has  long  since  been  torn  down.  It  stood  in  the  lots, 
with  only  a  cart-path  as  a  way  of  approach,  between 
the  road  leading  from  the  Lower  Four  Corners  to 
Pitts'  Corner  and  Hunter's  Hill,  and  southerly  of 
the  house  now  owned  by  Isaac  Pierce.  Benjamin 
and  Zipporah  were  buried  in  the  family  cemetery 
near  by,  with  several  of  their  children.  They  were 
poor,  hard-working  people,  unable  to  do  much  in  the 
way  of  education  for  their  children,  and  Silas  was 
early  In  his  boyhood  placed  on  board  a  vessel  as 
cabin-boy,  perhaps  as  good  a  school  as  he  could  have 
had  for  the  work  he  had  to  do  in  after-life.  He  was 
born  Jan.  21,  1751.  When  ho  was  twelve  years  old 
his  father  died,  and  as  his  mother  had  other  children 
younger  and  weaker  than  ho  to  support,  he  was  neces- 
sarily thrown  updn  his  own  resources  for  the  future. 
He  learned  the  stone-mason's  trade,  then  considered 
a  very  lucrative  one,  and  removed  to  Providence, 
R.  I.  In  1822  he  married  a  young  lady  named  Rich- 
mond, and  went  to  housekeeping  in  Providence,  then 
a  small  town.  lie  engaged  occasionally  in  mercan- 
tile s|>eculations,  "  in  which,"  says  H.  T.  Tuckerman, 
who  wrote  his  biography,  "  he  exhibited  more  than 
ordinary  boldness  and  sagacity.  An  instance  is  re- 
lated of  his  sailing  down  the  river  when  lumber  had 
unexpectedly  risen  to  a  high  price,  intercepting  a  ves- 
sel thus  loaded,  purchasing  the  cargo,  and  making 
sales  in  town  at  an  enormous  advance." 

When  the  Revolutionary  war  broke  out  Talbot  and 
a  number  of  other  young  men  hired  an  old  Scotch 
drum-major  who  had  deserted  from  the  British  army 
to  drill  them  in  military  tactics  in  the  loft  of  a  sugar- 
house.  In  June,  1775,  he  was  commissioned  as  a 
captain  in  one  of  the  three  newly-raised  Rhode  Island 
regiments,  and  went  to  Boston  with  the  regiment  to 
take  part  in  the  siege  of  that  town.  He  next  went 
with  the  army  to  New  York,  at  which  port  was  a  fleet 
of  British  men-of-war.  Here  he  was  placed,  at  his 
own  request,  in  command  of  a  fire-ship,  in  which  he 
sailed  up  the  Hudson  River  some  fifteen  miles,  an- 
choring a  short  distance  above  Fort  Washington. 
Soon  after  he  had  cast  anchor  three  of  the  enemy's 
war  vessels  sailed  up  the  river  and  anchored  a  few 
miles  below  where  ho  lay.  A  night  attack  was  imme- 
diately resolved  upon.    "  At  two  o'clock  in  the  morn- 


ing," says  the  biographer,  "  they  weighed  anchor  and 
dropped  slowly  down  with  the  tide.  .  The  nearest  of 
the  ships  was  the '  Asia,'  of  sixty-four  guns,  whose  i 
tall  spars  and  towering  hull  no  sooner  loon^ed  upon 
the  gaze  of  Talbot's  hardy  band,  than  they  steered 
directly  for  heir  broadside.  Unsuspicious  of  any 
danger,  it  was  but  a  moment  be^Dre  her  little  adver- 
sary had  flung  her  grappling-irons  that  the  'Asia' 
fired,  and  then  a  scene  ensued  that  baffles  description. 
.  .  .  In  an  instant  the  darkness  of  a  cloudy  night  gave 
place  to  a  red,  flashing  glare  that  revealed  the  fort, 
the  waters,  and  the  fields  with  the  distinctness  of 
noonday,  and  brought  into  vivid  relief  the  huge  ves-  . 
sels  of  war,  now  alive  with  their  startled  crews,  who 
hastened  to  the  relief  of  the '  Asia,'  some  pouring  water 
on  the  rising  flames,  others  disengaging  the  fire-ship 
from  her  side." 

The  attack  was  unsuccessful,  at  least  in  destroying 
any  of  the  enemy's  ships,  but  it  served  the  purpose  of 
driving  them  from  their  position  into  the  lower  bay, 
and  it  likewise  had  an  encouraging  effect  on  the 
American  cause.  Congress  passed  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  Capt.  Talbot,  and  he  was  at  once  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  major.  He  had  remained  too  long  on  the 
fire-ship,  being  the  last  to  escape,  and  he  was  severely 
burned.  It  was  some  weeks  before  he  recovered  from 
his  injuries. 

We  next  hear  of  Maj.  Talbot  in  the  defense  of  Mud 
Island,  in  the  Delaware  River,  and  here  he  displayed 
his  accustomed  daring.  His  arm  was  broken  by  a 
musket-ball,  and  he  received  a  wound  in  the  thigh. 
He  returned  home  to  recover  from  his  wounds,  and 
as  soon  as  his  condition  permitted  joined  tl^e  Conti- 
nental army  under  Gen.  Sullivan's  command,  on  the 
mainland  of  Rhode  Island,  where  he  rendered  essen- 
tial service  in  superintending  the  building  of  eighty- 
six  flat-bottomed  boats,  intended  to  carry  one  hundred 
men  each,  for  the  transportation  of  the  army  to  the 
island.  These  boats  were  calked  by  candle-light, 
and  Talbot,  wearied  by  his  unceasing  efibrts  to  for- 
ward the  work,  was  accustomed  to  sleep  under  the 
boats,  while  the  din  of  the  calking-mallets  was  ring- 
ing over  his  head.  An  incident  of  the  campaign  will 
illustrate  the  cool  daring  of  this  born  leader  of  men. 
The  crossing  from  the  mainland  was  commenced  on 
Sunday,  the  9th  of  August,  and  the  light  corps,  to 
which  Maj.  Talbot  was  attached,  marched  down  the 
road  towards  Newport  until  within  a  cannon-shot  of 
the  enemy's  lines.  Talbot  was  then  sent  forward 
alone  by  Col.  Laurens,  who  was  in  command  of  the 
corps,  to  reconnoitre.  He  had  neared  the  enemy's 
outposts,  when  he  saw  three  British  artillerymen  in  a 
garden,  foraging  for  vegetables.  Without  hesitating 
an  instant  he  jumped  his  horse  over  the  wall  and 
threatened  them  with  immediate  death  if  they  stirred. 
Thinking  that  he  was  one  of  their  own  officers,  they 
made  some  apology  for  being  absent  from  their  posts, 
and  gave  up  their  hangers.  He  then  drove  them 
before  him  to  the  American  lines  as  prisoners  of  war. 
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Count  d'Estaing's  departure  with  the  French  fleet 
to  Boston  rendered  the  retreat  of  the  American  army 
from  the  island  a  necessity,  and  in  the  retreat  and 
the  fight  which  preceded  it  Ifij.  Talbofa  aid  waa 
very  efficient,  and  was  commended  in  the  dispatches 
of  the  commanding  officer  to  Congress.  His  next  ex- 
ploit was  the  capture  of  one  of  the  enemy's  armed 
vessels.  The  British,  in  order  to  dose  the  east 
passage,  had  anchored  a  vessel  of  some  two  hundred 
tons  in  the  passage,  off  a  point  of  land  called  Fog- 
land.  This  vessel  had  formerly  been  in  the  naval 
service,  but  had  been  cut  down  to  one  deck,  and  was 
armed  with  twelve  eight-pounders  and  ten  swivels. 
She  had  a  crew  of  forty-five  men,  and  her  deck  was 
protected  from  boarding-partlea  by  strong  netting. 
She  was  named  the  '*  Pigot^"  and  was  commanded  by 
a  lieutenant  named  Dunlsp.  This  armed  galley  ef- 
fectually prevented  any  American  vessels  from  pass- 
ing up^  or  down  Seconnet  River,  to  the  great  annoy- 
ance of  the  people  of  Rhode  Island  and  Southern 
Massachusetts. 

Haj.  Talbot  resolved  to  capture  or  destroy  the 
"  Pigot,"  but  his  project  was  for  some  time  coldly  re- 
ceived by  Qen.  Sullivan,  who  deemed  it  imprac- 
ticable, but  at  length  consented  to  furnish  a  draft  of 
men  for  the  purpose.  The  migor  immediately  se- 
lected a  sloop  in  Providence  named  the  "Hawk," 
and  armed  her  with  two  three-pounders  and  sixty 
men.  Before  he  could  get  at  the  **  Pigot"  he  would 
have  to  pass  one  of  the  enemy's  forts  at  Bristol  Ferry 
and  another  at  Fogland's  Ferry,  in  Seconnet  River, 
and  both  forts  were  safely  passed  in  the  night. 

After  reaching  the  upper  end  of  the  island,  the 
"  Hawk"  drifted  silently  down  the  Seconnet  River, 
with  a  kedge  lashed  to  the  jib-boom  to  tear  the  net- 
tings of  the  enemy.  The  Fogland  fort  was  passed 
without  alarming  the  sentinel,  although  he  could  be 
seen  pacing  back  and  forth  before  the  barrack  lights. 
Fearing  that  he  should  miss  the  object  of  his  search 
in  the  darkness,  the  m^jor  cast  anchor  just  below  the 
fort,  and  sent  a  boat  forward  with  muffled  oars  to 
reconnoitre.  The  men  in  the  boat  reported  the 
"  Pigot's"  situation,  and  the  anchor  waa  again  hove 
up,  while  the  strong  ebb  tide  swept  the  **  Hawk" 
down  upon  her  prey.  They  were  soon  hailed  by  the 
watch  on  the  deck  of  the  **  Pigot^"  but  making  no 
answer  a  volley  of  musketry  was  fired  at  them,  but 
before  the  "  Pigot's''  guns  could  be  brought  to  bear 
the  kedge  on  the  "  Hawk's"  jib-boom  had  torn  away 
the  netting  and  was  caught  in  the  shrouds,  while  her 
crew  leaped  on  the  "  PigotV  deck  and  drove  every 
man  below  excepting  her  commander,  who  fought 
gallantly  in  his  night-clothes,  but  was  soon  captured. 
Not  a  man  was  killed  on  either  side.  The  prize  was 
carried  into  Stonington.  For  this  daring  exploit 
Maj.  Talbot  again  received  the  thanks  of  Congress, 
and  was  promoted  to  be  a  lieutenant-colonel  in  the 
army,  while  the  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  presented 
him  with  a  sword.    The  next  year  he  was  made  a 


captain  in  the  navy,  although  there  wm  do  man-o^ 
war  for  him  to  command.  He  waa,  howevtrp  aathor- 
iaed  to  arm  a  naval  force  to  protect  tho  ooiat  fton 
the  cmiaers  of  tho  enemy.  Lack  of  mon^  and  Indc 
of  vesiela  made  the  task  a  diffloult  one,  but  tho  cap- 
tared  "  Pigot"  and  a  dumay  aloop  called  the  *"  Aigo" 
were  finally  equipped  and  manned,  the*' Argo"  being 
the  flag-ahip.  Her  armament  oonaiated  of  twelve 
small  guna  and  her  crew  of  sixty  men. 

lu  If  ay,  1779,  Capt.  Tilbot  sailed  from  Fkovldenoe^ 
and  aoon  captured  the  **  Lively,"  of  twelve  gnnSi  and 
two  privateer  brigs  from  the  West  Indies.  The 
prixes  were  carried  into  Beaton  amid  great  rqfoldng. 
Talbot  then  cruiaed  about  in  search  of  a  Tory  pri- 
vateer named  the  ''King  George."  She  waa  com- 
manded by  a  Oapt.  Haiard,  a  Bhode  lalander.  She 
carried  fourteen  guns  and  eighty  men.  One  flue  day, 
when  about  forty  leaguea  from  Long  Uand,  the 
"King  Qeorge"  was  seen,  and  the  "Aigo"  bore 
down  upon  her,  giving  her  a  broadside  whm  near 
enough,  and  then  ranging  alongaide^  Talbot  and  his 
men  leaped  on  board,  and  the  "  King  George"  waa 
surrendered  without  the  loss  of  a  man  on  either 
vessel. 

Not  long  afterwards  the  "  Argo"  foil  in  with  a  laige 
armed  ship,  and  a  desperate  fight^  lasting  foor  hours^ 
took  place,  the  vessels  being  all  the  time  within  pis- 
tol-shot of  each  other.  Nearly  every  man  on  the 
quarter-deck  of  the  "  Argo"  waa  killed  or  wounded. 
Capt.  Talbot  had  the  skirts  of  his  \xmi  shot  off,  and 
his  speaking-trumpet  was  pierced  in  two  placea  by 
bullets.  At  length  the  mainmast  of  the  ship  fell  and 
she  surrendered. 

.  After  this  fight  the  owners  of  the  "  Aigo"  reclaimed 
her.  Oapt  Talbot  then  took  command  of  a  privateer 
called  the  "  Qeorge  Washington."  But  now  his  good 
fortune  deserted  him.  He  fell  in  with  a  fleet  of  Brit- 
ish men-of-war,  two  of  which  gave  chaae  and  captured 
the  "  Washington"  before  night.  .  Her  commander 
and  crew  were  carried  to  New  York,  and  thrust  into 
the  hold  of  the  Jersey  prison-ship.^  The  horrofa 
which  they  endured  while  in  captivity  were  almoat 
too  much  for  their  endurance,  nor  was  their  condition 
improved  when  they  were  tranaferred  to  another  hulk 
called  the  "  Yarmouth,"  in  which  a  deadly  foveraoon 
broke  out  Only  Talbot's  strong  constitution  and 
iron  will  enabled  him  to  survive  through  the  dread- 
ful imprisonment  He  was  finally  carried  to  Eng- 
land, and  exchanged  for  a  British  ofllcer.  When  he 
arrived  home  he  hud  been  absent  two  years.  Not  long 
afterwards  he  married  his  second  wife,  a  Miss  Morris, 
of  Philadelphia,  and  buying  the  forfeited  esUteof  Sir 
William  Johnson,  in  New  York  State,  he  removed 
there  witli  his  family  and  engaged  in  farming.  In 
1793-94  he  was  again  before  the  public,  now  us  a 


>  Capt.  Jamet  Brlggi,  of  ttili  tuwn,  wm  abo  for  « time  Immartd  lu  tiiat 
floating  boll,  the  JerMjr  piiaoDHOilp,  m  wm  also  Bar.  TbomM  ABdroi,or 
Berkley,  who  wrota  an  account  of  hit  impriaonment. 
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member  of  Oongrem,  and  he  was  soon  appointed  to 
the  command  of  one  of  the  six  ships  that  Congress 
had  decided  to  add  to  onr  little  navy.  When  hostili- 
ties commenced  with  France  in  1799,  he  was  placed 
in  command  of  the  frigate  "  Const itntion/'  and  was 
on  the  West  Indian  station.'  In  1801  he  resigned  his 
command,  thinking  himself  unjustly  treated  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  who  had  given  precedence  to 
Commodore  Truxton.  His  decision  was  evidently 
unjust,  as  Commodore  Talbot  was  the  senior  officer, 
and  had  performed  greater  services  for  the  country 
than  Truxton.  But  republics  are  proverbially  un- 
gmtefu).  The  remainder  of  his  life  was  passed  in 
New  York  City,  where  he  built  a  handsome  house, 
and  where  he  married  his  third  wife. 

"In  person,"  says  his  biographer,  "Capt.  Talbot 
was  tall  and  graceful,  in  features  determined  but  at- 
tractive. A  portrait  of  him,  painted  by  Benjamin 
West,  is  in  possession  of  his  descendants  in  Kentucky. 
.  .  .  He  was  an  accomplished  gentleman,  with  a  dig- 
nity of  manners  that  stamped  him  for  a  leader,  and 
yet  with  a  frank  urbanity  of  spirit  that  endeared  him 
as  a  companion.  He  was  thirteen  times  wounded, 
and  carried  five  bullets  in  his  body.  In  private  life, 
the  elegant  hospitality  he  exercised,  the  ardor  of  his 
personal  attachments,  the  winning  grace  and  self-re- 
spect of  his  manners,  his  acquaintance  with  life  in  all 
its  phases,  and  a  certain  generous  nobility  of  feeling 
rendered  him  in  his  prime  one  of  the  best  specimens 
of  a  self-made  American  officer  the  country  has  pro- 
duced. He  died  in  the  city  of  New  York  on  the  30th 
of  June,  1813,  and  was  buried  under  Trinity  Church. 
No  monument  has  been  erected  to  his  memory,  but 
his  gallant  deeds  nrc  inscribed  on  the  immortal 
records  of  the  wnr  of  independence,  and  his  name  is 
enrolled  among  the  patriot  heroes  of  America." 

Such  is  the  picture  that  has  been  handed  down  to 
MS  of  Commodore  Silas  Talbot.  Brought  up  in  pov- 
erty, with  little  of  the  education  to  be  derived  from 
schools,  and  cast  upon  his  own  resources  at  an  early 
age,  he  showed  himself  equal  to  any  station  to  which 
his  energy,  sagacity,  and  bravery  caused  him  to  be 
promoted;  ho  possessed  in  no  small  degree  "that 
strong  divinity  of  soul  that  conquers  chance  and 
fate." 

HoDiJAU  Baylies.— Although  not  born  in  Digh- 
ton,  Maj.  Hodijah  Baylies,  aide-de-camp  to  Gen. 
Washington,  was  a  citizen  of  this  town  for  many 
years.  Maj.  Baylies  was  born  in  Uxbridge,  Mass., 
Sept.  15, 1756.  His  father's  name  was  Nicholas,  and 
his  mother  before  her  marriage  was  Elizabeth  Parks. 
His  ancestors  were  Quakers,  and  resided  in  the  parish 
of  Alvechurch,  county  of  Worcester,  England.  His 
grandfather,  who  was  named  Thomas,  came  over  from 
England  with  his  son  Nicholas  and  a  daughter  named 
Esther  in  June,  1737.    He  returned  to  England  the 


1  OomnMidore  Tulltot  mip«rlntended  the  building  of  the  "Oonttltn- 
Uon,**  or  **  Old  Iroiiildct/*  u  ilie  wm  aftenrardfl  called. 


next  yealr,  but  came  back  under  a  contract  with  one 
Richard  Clarke,  of  Boston,  as  a  clerk  in '  an  iron- 
works, bringing  his  wife  and  two  daughters  with  him. 
Another  son,  Thomas,  came  over  later,  and  for  some 
years  kept  a  store  in  Taunton,  and  was  interested  in 
the  manufacture  of  iron.  Nicholas,  Maj.  Baylies' 
father,  settled  in  Uxbridge,  but  after  the  death  of  his 
brother  Thomas,  Jr.,  which  occurred  in  1766,  he 
moved  to  Taunton,  and  was  a  large  land-owner  and 
manufacturer  of  iron  in  that  place. 

Hodijah  Baylies  was  the  youngest  of  eight  children. 
Two  of  his  brothers,  William  and  Thomas  8.,  were 
residents  of  Dighton,  and  were  prominent  men  in  the 
town.  They  will  be  more  particularly  mentioned 
hereaA«r.  Hodijah  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1777,  and  almost  immediately  entered  the  army  as  a 
lieutenant,  his  first  service  being  on  the  Hudson 
River.  When  Gen.  Lincoln  was  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  Southern  Department,  Lieat.  Bay- 
lies was  selected  by  him  as  one  of  his  aids.  In  the 
campaigns  that  followed  he  took  part  in  much  hard 
fighting  at  Savannah,  Charleston,  and  elsewhere,  ac- 
quitting himself  creditably  in  whatever  situation  he 
was  placed.  He  was  in  the  city  of  Charleston  during 
the  memorable  siege  by  the  British,  and  when  Lincoln 
finally  surrendered  to  Clinton  on  the  12th  of  May, 
1780,  he  was  included  among  the  prisoners  of  war. 
He  rejoined  the  array  as  soon  as  bis  exchange  was 
effected ;  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis 
at  Yorktown,  and  having  been  selected  by  Washing- 
ton as  one  of  his  aids,  remained  in  this  position  until 
the  end  of  the  war.  He  stayed  for  some  time  with 
Washington  at  Mount  Vernon  after  peace  was  con- 
cluded, receiving  a  brevet  as  major  in  the  army.  He 
returned  to  the  North  in  1784,  and  married  Elizabeth 
Lincoln,  daughter  of  Gen.  Lincoln,  who  resided  in 
Hingham,  in  this  State.  Afler  residing  for  a  time  in 
Hingham  he  removed  to  Taunton,  and  engaged  in 
business  as  a  manufacturer  of  iron,  the  works  being 
at  Westville.  The  anchors  for  the  frigate  *'  Constitu- 
tion" were  made  at  the  Baylies  Forge. 

As  soon  as  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
had  been  ratified  in  1789,  M^j.  Baylies  was  appointed 
collector  of  customs  at  Dighton,  and  at  once  removed 
to  this  town  with  his  family.  His  father  had  died  in 
Taunton  two  yean  before,  in  his  ninetieth  year.  Maj. 
Baylies  held  the  ofllce  of  collector  of  customs  until 
1809.'  In  1810  he  was  appointed  judge  of  probate 
for  the  county  of  Bristol  by  Governor  €k>re,  holding 
the  office  until  1834,  when,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight, 
but  in  the  full  vigor  of  his  mental  faculties,  he  re- 

s  The  following  are  the  namee  of  the  oolleetora  who  held  the  offlce 
after  Ml^J.  Bayllea:  Nathaniel  Williams,  fh>m  1800  anUl  hie  death  In 
1828;  Herculee  Cuehman,  from  1823  to  lb2S;  Beth  Wllllame,  bq^  eon 
of  Nathaniel,  from  1825  to  1829;  Dr.  William  Wood,  from  1820  to  1833; 
and  Horatio  Pratt,  fkx>m  1833  to  1834.  In  the  latter  year  Dr.  P.  W.  Le- 
land  wai  appointed,  and  the  ofllce  waa  remored  to  Fall  BiTer.  Wli|le 
Dighton  was  the  port  of  entry  the  custom-honse  was  not,  as  at  present. 
In  a  ballUing  ooetlug  half  a  million  of  dollars,  hot  the  books  were  kept 
at  the  resldencee  of  the  collectors. 
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signed.  During  bia  later  yean  he  vaa  knono  as 
Judge  Baylies,  Ilia  military  title  being  eeldora  used  in 
connecttoD  with  bin  osine.  He  owned  a  fine  farm  in 
Digblon,  of  some  two  hundred  acres  in  extent,  in- 
cluding the  woodland,  some  of  which  was  heavily 
timbered.'  The  house  that  he  bought  was  a  tavern 
during  the  Revolution,  and  was  remodeled  and  en- 
larged by  him.  He  bad  four  children, — William  O, 
(who  lived  in  Bmton,  and  died  in  1848),  Edmund, 
Amelia,  and  Benjamin  L.  Edmund  was  born  in  1787, 
at  Hiugham,  engaged  in  commerce  in  Boston  early  in 
life,  and  niade  several  voyages  to  RuBsia,  acquiring  a 
handaome  fortune.  He  married  a  Miss  Eliza  Payaon, 
and  bought  a  residence  in  Taunton,  not  far  from  the 
Neck-of-Lanil  Bridge.'  Amelia  married  Dr.  Alfred 
Wood,  formerly  of  this  town,  but  dow  residing  in 
Taunton.  Benjamin  L.  never  married;  he  lived  at 
the  homestead  until  his  death,  a.  few  yearn  since. 
Judge  Baylies  died  April  26,  1843,  in  the  eighty- 
seventh  year  of  his  age.  His  wife  hud  died  twenty 
years  before,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three.  She  is  said  to 
have  had  an  excellent  judgment  and  a  kind  heart, 
gifts  that  were  inherited  by  her  daughter  Amelia. 

Maj.  Baylies  was  said  to  have  been  one  of  the 
handHoniest  men  in  the  army.  His  dojiortmuiit, 
while  showing  his  military  training,  was  yet  easy 
and  graceful,  and  hia  manners  were  polished  aud 
engaging.  While  he  waa  in  the  army,  Hubert  Treat 
Paine,  the  jurist  and  Btnieaman,  who  knew  him  well, 

lAlugalruturihltHoodluid  wulnrtiieil  th«  PIna  Sinnip,  *i>d  ti 
•till  kuoim  b/  Uim  nimt,  imiough  111*  llnliar  «u  cut  oB  >  f><>  ymn 
«CD.    II  WH  invli^lj  till  oats  t*'f  irul  ot  tb>  |irliiwvi.l  fUiMl  lu  llu 


■nn  al  Dilddajr,  Tbia  cldg*  of  gtuial  it  fra\iati\t  a  LtnuliMl  lu 
pllRl  up  h}  Uia  aclJoii  gr  ka  III  (ha  kIuUI  i»riiHl.  Aiwlliar  'ou 
of  Ilia  prlnieTiil  woodi  li  nnmd  an  Ibt  Dayllai  lam,  ti<ar  Uii 


Diiallj  halU  Il.ara  tij'  tha  Kglkodlal  aiid  Baptlil  Sodalln.  Ilia  trrua  ars 
chlrD/  ttliiia-Htka,  anil  tba  groia  (Ivaa  am  n  (nod  Idaa  ob  •  aniall  wale 
nr  Ifaa*|i|>raniiiHaf  Iha  runatalUia  lluin  wliao  WlDaluw  aud  lla|i)ilui 

"  aUodiuc  null  lliluka  liutaniaa  mnj  wall  rldaa  liana  WDaiis  Iliaiu." 

Ilul  Ui>  aolrDiu  gnudaur  of  Iba  pHmaTai  lOiaal  Iniproawl  llaelf  laurt 
Mrauclroullxlaiarofiialiira.    Aa  III  Uia  Unit  or  li»  Loliu-Kidan,  l( 

•aaawd  lliata  lo  Im  alwayi  lu  Hit  (darDWD.  and  on  dark  cluadr  dii>a  lu 
In  varj  lata  III  tha  aflariiaun.  "-Iirlil  tba  alouillK  and  tlia  umrk."    II 

lUloo  wnilt  lliaaa  lliiH,- 


•  Kdmimd  Bvllaa  had  tliraa  dilidmi,— Xllubiilh,  Bulb,  uid  Bdmui 
llBColii.  Tha  lutltr,  ohu  wh  i<uH>iDgiil)>  eallad  Llm»lii  IhiflliM.  m 
bern  In  I8tt.    II>  niarrlad  Hatbnila  X.  lUj,  ot  Haw  Ygrk.    lu  ISUU  I 


aa  and  prubli;  cbu- 


said  to  hia  motlier,  "  Your  son,  madame,  baa  all  the 
elegance  of  the  British  officers,  without  any  of  thur 
vices."  The  vigor  of  his  mental  fncultlea  was  aut- 
tained  lo  the  last.  "  His  perceptions,"  says  a  writer 
in  an  obituary  notice  in  a  New  Bedford  paper,  "  were 
clear  and  acute.  His  conversation,  marked  by  strong 
sense,  abounding  witli  anecdotes  and  iolere:itiug  rem- 
initcences  of  the  Revolution,  eEbibileJ,  almost  lo  the 
last  days  of  his  life,  the  liveliness  of  youth,  without 
any  of  the  garrulity  of  age,  always  tasteful,  animated. 

Judge  Baylies'  father.  Deacon  Nicholas,  woa  a  man 
of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence  aud  force  of  cliar- 
acter,  of  excellent  judgment,  and  of  sterling  integ- 
rity, respected  by  all  who  know  liiin.  It  was  remark- 
able that  in  tliose  days  of  dram -drinking  he  was  a 
practical  teetotaler,  not  tasting  of  ardent  spirits,  it  is 
said,  for  more  than  sixty  yean.  Uc  left  eight  chil- 
dren, sixty-five  grandchildren,  and  thirty-iive  great- 
grandchildren. 

Dr.  William  Baylies.— William  Baylies,  brother 
of  Hodijah,  was  born  in  Uxbrldge,  Nov.  24, 1743,  and 
graduated  at  Harvard  in  1760.  He  was  a  man  of 
fine  mental  endowments,  and  held  many  positions 
requiring  high  inL4illigence  and  a  sound  judgment. 
He  was  a.  member  of  the  Provincial  Congress  which 
convened  in  1TT5.  During  the  Revolution  he  was 
often  in  the  councils  of  the  State.  In  1784,  while  in 
the  Slate  Senate,  he  was  appointed  by  Governor 
Hancock  register  of  probate  fur  Bristol  County  and 
a  judge  of  thb  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  waa  a 
moinber  of  the  State  Cunventiuu  which  raliAvd  the 
Constitution,  aud  in  1800  was  an  eleutor  of  I'rcnidiMit 
and  Vice-President.  Healsu  repruauutcd  his  dialriut 
in  Congreaa  for  four  years.  He  was  an  original  moiu- 
her  of  the  medical,  historical,  agricultural,  and  hu- 
uiuuu  societies  of  this  State,  and  was  an  early  mem- 
ber of  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences.  Ue  was, 
besides,  a  skillful  physician,  and  practiced  uiediciuo 
in  Dighton  for  many  years.  HediediuIS2U.  HisaoQ, 
Hon.  William  Baylies,  LL.D.,  statesman  and  lawyer, 
was  born  in  Dighton,  Sept.  15,  1776.  He  practiced 
law  for  mauy  years  in  West  Bridgcwater,  and  there 
the  poet,  William  Cullen  Bryant,  studied  law  under 
his  tuition.  He  died  in  Taunton,  Sept.  27,  18G5,  and 
was  buried  in  the  old  cemetery  uu  the  hill  in  Digh- 
ton. On  the  reverae  of  this  monument  is  the  follow- 
ing eulogium,  far  more  deserved  than  are  many  of  the 
flattering  words  of  praise  to  be  found  on  toiubstunes: 

"  Thta  ilsn*  UBBitinanm  tba  viitnr*  of  dim  pun  illka  la  palilla 


lion,  who  oarai 
ndtbacalnlUi 
.    llu  lliud  B  ) 


lalrsla  to  Iha  nM  ol  liijatllva,  and 
aiuUaM  lll<>,ai>d  luft  a  uuUa  ai- 


Willism  Baylies,  and  hia  father,  the  doctor,  before 
him,  owned  the  farm  now  belonging  to  the  heirs  of 
the  late  Silas  P.  Briggs.    Tlie  house  woa  formerly 
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owned  and  occupied  by  Rev.  Nathaniel  Fisher.  An- 
other of  Dr.  William  Baylies'  sons  who  was  buried 
on  the  hill  burying-ground  was  Samuel  White  Bay- 
lies, counnclor-at-law,  who  was  born  June  22,  1774, 
and  died  Sept  13, 1824.  He  practiced  his  profession 
in  this  town.  Dr.  Baylies' ' other  distinguished  son, 
Hon.  Francis  Baylies,  of  Taunton,  author,  statesman, 
and  diplomatist,  was  born  in  Dighton,but  was  buried 
in  Taunton.  Dr.  Baylies'  daughter  Elizabeth  mar- 
ried Hon.  Samuel  Crocker,  of  Taunton.  His  wife  was 
Bathsheba  White,  daughter  of  Hon.  Samuel  White, 
eminent  as  a  lawyer. 

Not  far  from  the  Baylies  monuments  on  the  hill 
are  those  erected  to  the  memory  of  Capt  John  Clous- 
ton  and  his  wife  Hannah,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Capt.  George  Bowers.  Capt  ClouHton  died  in  1782, 
in  his  forty-second  year.  In  the  Revolutionary  war 
he  commanded  the  armed  vessel  "  Freedom,"  and 
was  almost  a  second  Paul  Jones|  being  very  success- 
ful in  taking  prizes  in  the  British  Channel,  and  thus, 
like  Jones,  bearding  the  English  lion  in  his  den. 
Capt  Clouston  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  perhaps 
had  inherited  from  his  remote  ancestors  some  of  that 
animosity  towards  the  English  that  prevailed  among 
the  Scottish  clans  in  the  olden  time. 

Thomas  S.  Baylies. — Thomas  Sargeant  Baylies, 
son  of  Nicholas  and  brother  to  Hodijah  and  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Baylies,  was  born  Oct.  18,  1748.  Ho  lived  at 
North  Dighton  for  some  years  and  was  a  farmer.  He 
had  besides  some  connection  with  the  iron-works  es- 
tablished by  his  father  on  the  Three-Mil e  River,  in 
Westville,  Taunton.  He  married  Bethia  Godfrey,  of 
Taunton,  for  his  first  wife.  His  second  wife  was  Deb- 
orah Barnum.  He  had  fourteen  children,  and  he 
died  Oct.  30,  1835.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable 
influence  in  town  affairs,  was  representative  in  the 
General  Court  for  three  years,  and  was  one  of  the 
selectmen  for  a  number  of  years.  George  Baylies, 
son  of  Thomas  S.,  was  a  merchant  in  Boston.  Hora- 
tio married  Rhoda  Pratt,  of  Dighton.  Henry  mar- 
ried Deborah  Walker,  of  this  town.  Charles  married 
Keziali  Round;  he  was  a  carpenter  and  resided  at 
North  Dighton.  Alfred  married  Rebecca  D.  Sproat; 
he  settled  in  Taunton  and  was  a  well-known  physi- 
cian there.  Nicholas  married  Susan  Stone  and 
moved  to  Baltimore;  he  had  fourteen  children. 
John,  son  of  Thomas  S.,  married  Mary  Shaw ;  he 
resided  in  New  Bedford.  John's  daughter  Charlotte 
married  Chnrles  T.  Congdon,  Esq.,  one  of  the  edito- 
rial staff  of  the  JVhr  York  Tribune,  Elizabeth,  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  S.,  married  George  B.  Atwood,  Esq., 
of  Taunton.  Hannah  married  John  N.  Washburn, 
and  Eliza  A.  married  James  Sproat,  Esq.,  formerly 
clerk  of  the  courts. 

For  some  of  the  foregoing  details  in  regard  to  the 
Baylies  family  I  am  indebted  to  Henry  Baylies,  Esq., 
counselor-at-law,  of  Boston.  He  is  the  son  of  Fred- 
erick Baylies,  of  Edgartown,  and  has  for  many  years 
been  collecting  information,  genealogical  and  liiHtori- 


cal,  relating  to  the  family.  He  informs  me  that  when 
in  England  in  1860,  he  visited  Alvechurch,  the  home 
of  Nicholas,  father  of  Thomas  Baylies,  previously 
mentioned  as  the  first  of  the  name  to  come  over  to 
America,  and  searched  the  parish  records,  making 
extracts  of  such  portions  as  related  to  the  family  in 
old  times.  Afler  he  had  made  a  large  number  of 
extracts  he  was  accosted  by  the  curate  and  informed 
that  he  must  pay  half  a  crown  for  each  eztract  he 
had  made,  the  whole  amounting  to  between  twenty 
and  thirty  dollars.  After  a  somewhat  warm  contro- 
versy in  regard  to  the  iniquity  of  such  a  charge,  a 
compromise  was  effected  and  he  was  permitted  to 
take  away  the  extracts  he  had  made  at  a  somewhat 
reduced  rate,  although  the  amount  that  he  had  to 
pay  was  a  large  sum,  when  it  is  considered  that  he 
did  the  copying  himself.  Such  is  the  mode  of  doing 
business  in  some  parts  of  the  "tight  little  island." 
Alvechurch  is  about  a  dozen  miles  from  Birmingham. 
Dr.  William  Baylies  was  pne  of  the  original  pro- 
prietors of  the  old  Dighton  and  Berkley  Bridge,  and 
was  active  in  securing  the  incorporation  of  the  com- 
pany of  which  he  was  a  member.  The  act  of  incor- 
poration commences  as  follows:  "Feb.  24,  1801, 
Samuel  Tobey,  William  Baylies,  Thomas  B.  Rich- 
mond, George  Ware,  Benjamin  Crane,  Luther  Crane, 
and  Thomas  Carpenter  (2d),  with  such  other  persons 
as  are  now  associated,  or  shall  hereafter  become  asso- 
ciated, are  incorporated  in  the  Dighton  and  Berkley 
Bridge  Company."  The  building  of  the  bridge  was 
strenuously  opposed  by  those  interested  in  the  coast- 
ing business  in  Taunton  and  other  towns  on  the  river, 
as  the  following  paper  drawn  up  at  the  time  to  lay 
before  the  Legislature  will  show.  The  paper  is  in- 
teresting as  showing  the  extent  of  the  trade  and  man- 
ufactures of  Taunton  at  that  time. 

"Objkctionb  to  ▲  Bridob  Bbino  Built  Acrom  TAUiiTOif  Grxat 
RivKR  Below  thb  Weir  Bridor. 

*'  FIrat.  There  ere  elxteeu  ooeetlng  TMMele  owni^  and  employed  aboTe 
the  piece  where  the  aeltl  bridge  le  Intended  to  be  liallt,  dmwing  from 
etx  to  seven  and  a  half  feet  of  water,  ten  of  which  pate  and  repaei  to 
ProTidence,  Bedford,  etc.,  twentj-flTo  timee  each  a  jear,  at  leaat;  the 
oth«r  elx  |taM  and  rcpaee  to  and  from  Mew  York,  Philadelphia,  Oonneo- 
tlcnt.  Now  Jeniey,  etc.,  at  leaet  eight  times  each  a  year,  freighted  wholly 
with  the  mannrectnrt^  of  Taunton  and  the  nelghlioring  towns  oat,  and 
generally  bringing  liack  raw  materials  and  gmln,  making  In  the  whole 
five  hundred  and  ulnety-slx  times  the  said  Tensels  will  haTt*  to  pass  said 
bridge  In  a  year,  being  a  damage  to  the  voyages  of  the  smaller  Teesels 
of  at  least  twelve  shillings,  and  of  the  larger  Tessels  of  at  least  twenty- 
fonr  shillings  each  time  they  have  to  pass  said  bridge,  amonnting  to 
funr  hnndred  and  five  pounds  four  shillings  a  year. 

*'  Secondly.  As  there  are  three  dlfflcnlt.  rocky,  and  dangerons  places 
to  pass  Nliore  and  below  the  piNce  said  bridge  Is  to  stand,  nnlcaw  at  slack 
water,  by  renson  of  the  mpldlty  of  the  current  .  .  .  from  five  to  flfteen 
minutes  detention  would  render  It  unsafe  attempting  to  pass  said  places, 
by  which  detention  they  would  frequently  lose  a  fair  wind,  and  be  de- 
tnlued  several  days :  besides,  the  »ald  vessels  now  pass  up  and  down  at 
all  times  of  night,  which  they  could  not  do  If  said  bridge  Is  built,  to 
their  great  damage.  There  are  also  frequently  vessels  passing  op  and 
down  that  are  not  owned  In  the  river. 

"Thirdly.  That  thnre  are  at  least  three  millions  of  bricks  made  In 
Tnunton  a  year,  nearly  all  of  them  transported  down  said  river,  which 
liuiilneM  gives  employment  to  a  large  number  of  men  and  teams,  and 
wliiih  must  be  stopped  If  there  is  any  additional  expense  in  getting  the 
brickM  to  mnrket. 
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Ntitwithatanding  the  weighty  argiitiienla  advanced 
aguinst  u  bridge  ia  the  foregoing  paper,  the  canimcrce 
of  Taunton  was  not  destroyedbyitii  being  built,  and  It 
haa  since  Biirrived  the  building  of  two  more  bridges 
acroia  the  river.  But,  whatever  effect  llioy  mny  hnvo 
had  on  Taunton,  the  railroad  bridges  linve  cut  olf  to 
a  large  extent  the  maritime  commerce  at  Dighton 
to  the  great  benefit  of  Somenet.* 

Mary  llayliee,  a  aister  of  Nicholas  Daylica,  fiktlier 
of  William  Hodijaii  and  Thonioa  S.,  imurieil  Col. 
Exra  Richmond,  of  Dighton,  who  served  in  the  lirilinh 
army  in  the  old  French  and  Indian  war,  but  where  I 
am  unable  to  Btate.  He  watt  a  justice  of  (he  peace, 
and  filled  several  reaponsible  civil  offices.  lie  waa  a 
man  of  considerable  influence  in  his  day.  He  lived 
in  the  house  built  by  Jured  Talbot,  opposite  the  old 
meeting-house  on  the  hill,  and  he  died  SepL  15,  ISOO, 
aged  ciglity-two  years.  Hit  son,  Thomoa  B.  Rich- 
mond, Esq.,  was  also  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  filled 
the  town  officesof  town  clerk,  selectman,  and  asseiuor. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Pales,  and  lived  on  the  old 
homestead.  They  had  seven  children.  Their  son 
Gharles  married  Sarah  Crocker,  of  Taunton,  and  was 
one  of  the  noted  manufacturing  firm  of  Crocker  & 
Richmond,  of  that  town.  Thomas  B.  Richmond's 
daughter,  Elizabetli  F.,  married  Rev.  Samuel  Tobey, 
of  Berkley,  and  his  daughter  Harriet  married  Job 
Gardner,  who  formerly  carried  on  the  husinetts  of 
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globe 'making,  in  a  bnilding  that  stond  near  Andrews' 
wharf,  In  Dighton,  ami  wan  afterwards  u»ed  an  a  ahlp- 
aarjienter's  shop  by  Ool.  Durius  Perry,  a  ship-bullder 
of  ill  is  place. 

Another  aiiter  of  Nicholaa  Baylies,  uamsd  Rather, 
married  CapU  Robert  Holmes,  of  Dighton.  They 
came  over  from  England  together  and  foil  in  lovo  on 
the  voyage.  They  had  a  son  named  Robert,  who  was 
also  a  sea-cuptuin.  He  cumo  home  from  a  voyago 
sick  with  the  smnll|>oz,  and  died  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-two.  Their  daURhler  Mary  mitrriti)  Abiel 
Whitmarsh,  of  thin  town.  Oapt.  Uubert  Holmes,  8r., 
WHS  cast  away  and  lost  on  Cobauet  Rouks  during  a 
terrible  storm.  Before  leaving  home  he  had  men- 
tioned U>  his  wife  Esther,  that  if  she  had  a  con  born 
during  his  absence,  he  should  probably  never  return 
alive  from  the  voyage,  as  in  his  family  for  many  gen- 
erations the  father  had  died  without  seeing  the  son. 
A  boy  was  born  during  the  absence  of  thi»  fatiitr. 
Such  superstitions  were  more  common  at  that  day 
than  at  present. 

I  have  devoted  considerable  spaco  tu  the  Buyliee 
family,  but  they  were  a  ])rulijlc  race,  and  not  a  lew  of 
them  were  prominent  In  public  ullain,  acling  their 
purls  cruditably.  The  blood  must  havu  Iwun  uf  u 
gnud  stmin  to  produce  so  many  wuriliy  and  cnpiiblu 
men  and  wumnn,  notwithstanding  tha  saying  that 
has  been  handed  down  in  the  family  lliat  they  were 
all  descended  from  Old  Nick,  in  allusion  to  the  an- 
cestral Nicholas  of  Alvechurch. 

Period  of  the  War  of  1812.— Judging  from  the 
town  records,  the  military  history  of  Dighton  during 
the  war  of  1S12  might  be  us  brief  as  tlie  famous 
chapter  on  the  snakes  in  Iceland,  in  the  old  histury : 
"There  are  no  snakes  in  Iceland."  So  there  is  no 
military  history  of  the  town  during  the  Inst  war 
with  Great  Britain  to  be  found  in  the  records. 
Many  of  the  able-bodied  citizens  must  have  served 
in  the  army  and  the  navy,  but  no  sLilemcnt  is 
made  of  their  number,  nur  arc  any  of  the  names 
of  the  soldiers  given.  No  doubt  the  people  hero, 
as  elsewhere,  had  thought  and  talke«l  a  groat  deul 
ali(mt  the  lung  scries  of  iuMilta  and  aggruMions  wo 
had  endured  from  the  muthur-counlry,  and  which 
made  reparatiuu  on  her  ]iurt  the  only  alternative  of 
war.  The  Federalists,  with  whom  the  war  was  not 
popular,  were  in  a  minority  here. 

On  the  19th  of  June,  Iijl2,  President  Madison, 
urged  on  by  the  fiery  seal  of  his  political  advisers, 
isHued  his  proclamation  of  war.  On  Augast  illst  a 
town-meeting  was  held,  at  which  it  was  vuted  to  sup- 
port the  government  of  the  United  States  in  the  war, 
and  to  pay  each  man  drafted  into  the  service  Gve  dol- 
lars a  month,  in  addition  to  the  government  pay.  At 
another  meeting  the  men  who  wont  in  defense  of  New 
Bedford,  when  that  port  was  tlirualened  with  an  at- 
tack from  the  enemy,  were  voted  a  like  sum  in  addi- 
tion to  their  pay  from  the  State.  This  is  all  the  in- 
formation to  be  got  from  the  town  record*  in  regard 
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to  the  war  of  1812.  Nor  are  the  names  of  the  men 
who  Rerved  in  tlie  war  to  be  found  among  the  archives 
at  the  State  House.  Inquiring  at  the  adjutant-gen- 
eral'r  ofri(;c,  I  was  told  that  tlie  old  record  books  con- 
cerning the  war  of  1812  had  been  sent  to  Washington 
upon  demand  of  the  general  government  some  years 
ago,  and  that  the  State  authorities  had  never  been 
able  to  get  them  back,  although  they  had  endeavored 
to  do  so.  Dighton  was  represented  in  the  roster  of 
the  Fourth  Regiment,  Second  Brigade,  at  that  time, 
by  Scnior-Mnj.  Abraham  Briggs,  who  held  th6  office 
until  the  disbandmcnt  of  the  regiment  Dighton  then 
had  three  companies  of  militia,  Ezekiel  Francis  being 
cai)tain  of  the  first  comi>any,  Simeon  Talbot  of  the 
second,  and  llczekiah  Anthony  of  the  third.  These 
companies  were  a  part  of  the  Fourth  llegiment  of  the 
Second  Brigade,  Joseph  E.  Heed,  of  Troy  (now  Fall 
River),  being  the  lieutenant-colonel  commanding  the 
regiment. 

At  the  conclusion  of  peace  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  the  people  of  this  town. 
Democrats  as  well  as  Federalists,  no  doubt  rejoiced 
as  heartily  as  the  people  of  any  part  of  the  country, 
for  the  chief  industry  of  the  town  after  farming,  the 
building  of  vessels,  had  been  at  a  standstill  while 
hostilities  had  lasted.  Immediately  after  peace  was 
declared  the  deserted  ship-yards  resounded  with  the 
ring  of  the  carpenter's  axe  and  the  calker's  mallet. 
Vessels  were  \h  great  demand  to  fill  the  places  of  the 
nearly  seventeen  hundred  destroyed  or  captured  by 
the  British  cruisers  during  the  war. 

During  the  progress  of  the  war  disputes  and  di- 
visions between  the  north  and  south  parts  of  the  town 
had  culminated  in  the  secession  of  the  north  part, 
and  its  incorporation  on  the  8th  of  June,  1814,  as 
the  town  of  Wellington,  named  after  the  Iron  Duke. 
The  exact  causes  of  the  separation  are  not  well  known 
at  the  present  time,  but  it  is  probable  that  matters 
relating  to  the  ministry  and  the  meeting-houses  had 
some  connection  with  the  diiBculties  that  led  to  the 
secession  of  the  north  part,  and,  pqpsibly,  political 
differences  and  disappointed  politicians  may  have 
been  among  the  causes.  Two  cotton-manufactories 
lind  recently  been  built  at  North  Dighton,  which  had 
increased  considerably  the  population  and  taxable 
property  of  that  part  of  the  town,  and  it  was  esti- 
mated that  more  than  threefiflhs  of  the  population 
and  property  were  on  the  Wellington  side  of  the  line. 
The  men  in  the  north  part  who  engineered  the  bill 
for  the  new  township  through  the  Legislature,  seem 
to  have  been  shrewder  in  looking  out  for  their  own 
interests  than  their  neighbors  of  the  south  part.  The 
dividing  line,  after  leaving  the  Segregansct  River,  a 
short  distance  above  its  mouth,  followed  the  east  and 
west  roads  most  of  the  way  to  the  Rehoboth  line. 
In  the  act  of  incorporation  the  north  side  of  the  road 
is  the  dividing  line,  throwing  the  whole  cost  of  keep- 
ing these  roads  in  repair  upon  the  town  of  Dighton. 
Then  the  paupers,  of  whom  there  were  twenty,  were 


divided  equally  between  the  two  towns,  which  was 
unjust  to  Dighton,  Wellington  having  more  popula- 
tion and  more  property.  The  people  of  Dighton 
afterwards  petitioned  the  Legislature  to  rectify  these 
matters,  but  nothing  came  of  the  petition.  The  Buck 
Plain  meeting-house,  which  had  been  used  as  a  town- 
house,  was  in  Wellington,  and  the  town-meetings  of 
Dighton  were  now  held  in  the  school-house  that 
stood  a  short  distance  east  of  the  Lower  Four  Comers, 
and  which  was  much  too  small  for  the  purpose.^ 

At  the  first  town-meeting  in  Wellington,  Gamaliel 
Church  was  chosen  moderator;  Joseph  Gooding^  town 
clerk ;  Thomas  B.  Richmond,  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  and 
Nathaniel  Pierce,  selectmen ;  David  Williams,  Heze- 
kiah  Anthony,  Matthew  Briggs  (2d),  Ephraim  Good- 
ing, and  Thomas  Pierce,  assessors;  and  Ephraim 
Gooding,  town  treasurer.  Ninety-three  votes  were 
cast.  By  the  division  Dighton  was  lefl  with  only  one 
selectman,  Dr.  William  Wood.'  At  a  town-meeting 
held  soon  after,  Capt.  Rufus  Whitmarsh  and  Sala- 
thiel  Jones  was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancies.  Ninety- 
four  votes  were  cost  in  the  Dighton  meeting.  The 
people  of  Wellington  did  ^not  find  that  their  condi- 
tion and  prospects  were  improved  by  being  set  off  as 
a  separate  township.  On  the  contrary,  their  taxes 
were  increased,  for  they  had  now  a  set  of  town  officers 
whose  services  must  be  paid  for  by  themselves  with- 
out the  help  of  the  people  of  Dighton.  After  about 
a  dozen  years'  separation  they  were  glad  to  give  up 
their  autonomy  as  a  separate  township  and  to  resume 
business  under  the  old  name.  The  town  was  reunited 
to  Dighton  Feb.  22,  1826.  The  following  is  the  peti- 
tion of  the  Wellington  people  to  the  General  Court 
to  be  again  united  with  Dighton  : 

'*  To  tht  nonorahl«f  f  A<  Senate  and  Honu  qf  Bepreientatlwe$  ef  Iht  CbM- 
monweallh  of  Ma$mekii$9ltM  in  Oeneral  Cburl  a$§»mbUd: 
"The  underetgnod  potitionen,  b«lng  inhabltantt  of  tli«  town  of  Wel- 
lington, humbly  showeth :  That  in  the  jear  1814  the  town  of  Welling- 
ton wu  set  oir^rom  the  town  of  Dighton;  that  greet  Inconvenlenoee 
have  arisen  from  this  measure,  and  that  It  would  he  for  the  matnal  bene- 
fit of  the  Inhabitants  of  both  towns  to  have  the  same  again  united  Into 
one  town  by  the  name  of  Dighton. 
**  First,  Because  there  Is  a  town«hoiise  which  both  towna  own,  and 


1  This  school-house  was  afterwards  sold  by  the  town ;  It  was  purchased 
by  Xbeneter  Stetson,  who  moved  It  over  opposite  the  Congregational 
meeting-house,  and  made  a  dwelling-house  of  It  Stetson  had  lost  one 
of  his  l^s  In  the  Revolutionary  war.  He  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  and 
nddfld  to  that  occupntlon  the  duUcs  of  sexton.  There  are  many  who 
will  recall  his  familiar  appearance  as  he  rang  the  meeting-house  bell  on 
Sundays,  standing  with  the  stump  of  his  leg  on  the  back  of  an  old  chair 
fur  support,  and  pulling  away  lustily  at  the  bell-rope  while  he  talked 
with  the  people  who  loitered  In  the  porch  ttefore  theservlecscommencH. 
His  stern  features  and  sterner  voice  had  an  awe-lnsplring  effect  on  rale- 
chleMovIng  boys,  though  he  was  hi  reality  a  kind-hearted  man. 

*  Dr.  William  Wood  was  a  native  of  Swansey.  He  practiced  medldne 
In  Dighton  for  many  yean,  ills  name  has  been  mentltmed  in  the  list 
of  collectors  of  customs  for  the  port  of  Dighton.  He  died  Jan.  17, 1833, 
in  the  sixtieth  year  of  his  age.  His  first  wife  was  Mary  Hosier,  of  Dart- 
mouth ;  his  second  was  Maty  Ware,  widow  of  Dr.  George  Ware,  and  his 
third  wife  was  Bridget  Briggs.  Dr.  Alfred  Wood,  his  son  hy  his  first  wifip, 
also  practiced  medicine  here  for  many  years,  and  was  also  interested  In 
the  nursery  business.  His  daughter,  Adeline,  by  his  gtocond  wife,  mar^ 
ried  Dr.  Charles  Talbot,  of  this  town,  lately  deceased.  By  his  last  wife 
he  had  two  sons, — William  and  Daniel. 
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which  Wellington  only  umi,  and  which  la  altoatMl  ntftily  In  tb«  torri* 
torial  o«ntr«  of  the  two  towns,  but  whloh  both  towM  dadlne  to  repair. 

**  Secondly,  Because  controTenlet  hava  arlaea  as  to  the  malnteoanoa 
of  paupen,  which  would  be  done  away  with  by  each  union. 

**  Thirdly,  Because  the  popuUtlon  of  the  two  towns  is  of  a  oonTsnIsut 
number  for  one  town  only. 

**  Fourthly,  Because  town  expenses  wonld  be  dimlnfshsd. 

**  Fifthly,  BecMuse  the  proposed  onion  would  make  a  town  of  con- 
▼enlent  territorial  extent,  vlx.,  about  Ibor  miles  square. 

**  Sixthly,  Because  there  Is  a  large  minority  of  the  Inhabitants  of  both 
towns  who  desire  this  union.    And,  as  In  duty  boond,  will  ever  pray. 

**  JoaiAU  Rkbd,  and  ninety-eight  others. 

**  Welukotok,  May  30, 1826." 

A  similar  petition,  signifying  that  Barkis  was 
**  willinV'  was  sent  from  Dighton,  signed  by  Hodijah 
Baylies  and  fifty-four  others.  Among  the  town  officers 
of  Wellington  during  its  bri^f  existence  were  Joseph 
Gooding/ Jonathan  Jones,  and  Harvey  Harnden,  town 
clerks ;  Thomas  B.  Richmond,  Nathaniel  Wheeler, 
Gamaliel  Church,  Thomas  8.  Baylies,  Nathaniel 
Pierce,  Ephraim  Gooding,  George  Walker,  Peleg 
Francis,  John  Walker,  Barnabas  Crane,  Matthew 
Briggs,  Nehemiah  Walker,  Benjamin  Trafton,  and 
David  Perry,  selectmen.  The  representatives  sent  to 
the  General  Court  were  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  in  1816, 


1  The  QoodlDgn  of  thii  town  can  trace  their  ancestry  back  to  the  be- 
ginning of  the  seventeenth  century.  George  Ooodlug,  third  son  of 
Matthew  and  Joannna,  was  born  in  1633,  at  llontworthy,  parish  of 
North  Petherton,  In  Somersetshire,  Snglund.  While  he  was  yet  a 
young  man  lie  came  to  Americs,  and  settled  first  In  Tannton  and  after- 
wards on  the  Souih  Purchase,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers, and  waN  the  clerk  of  the  proprietors.  lie  married,  lu  1660,  Bebo- 
ruh  Walker,  daughter  of  Jsmes  Walker,  of  Taontoii.  Their  only  son, 
Matthew,  WHS  horn  June  12, 1605;  lu  1723  be  married  Abigail  Richmond, 
of  Bliddleburough.  Joseph  Gooding,  son  of  the  last  couple,  was  born  lu 
DIghtun  July  1,  1729.  lis  married  Rebecca  Macomber,  of  Tauutou. 
Joneph  Gooding,  Jr.,  the  ohiest  sou  of  the  last  couple,  was  burn  March  0, 
1773,  la  Dightun;  he  was  the  town  clerk  of  Wellington,  referred  to 
above,  «ud  was  a  watchmaker  by  trade.  He  married  Betsey  Austin,  of 
Dlghiun.  They  had  six  children,— Abigail,  Albert,  Joseph,  William, 
Betsey,  and  Charles  Henry.  The  latter  now  owns  and  occupies  the 
family  homeslead  near  the  DIghton  and  Berkley  bridge.  He  married 
Mary  A.  Talbot,  n/«  Briggs.  His  brother  Albert  married  Abigail  B. 
Williams,  daughter  of  Nathaniel.  Betsey  married  Samuel  Thaxter,  of 
Fall  Itiver.  Rebecca  married  Dr.  Lymsu  Bartlett,  of  New  Bedford.  The 
old  fiimily  Bible,  two  hundred  years  or  more  old,  ii  still  extant,  though 
aadly  dilapidated  through  the  hard  usa^  of  colonial  days,  when  Bibles 
were  read  mure  than  they  are  at  the  present  day.  The  George  (aoodiug, 
first  above  mentioned,  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  South  Piirchsse, 
and  there  is  a  deed  extant,  written  on  parchment,  dated  Veb.  24, 1680, 
in  which  is  conveyed  to  him  for  a  consideration  of  ten  pounds  one  share 
of  laud  in  the  South  Purchase  by  Nathaniel  Shove,  son  of  Uev.  George 
Shove,  uf  Taunton.  At  the  bottom  of  tlie  deed  Im  the  following  memo- 
randum by  the  purchaser: 

**  Thia  Ih  to  declare  that  my  father-in-law,  James  Walker,  gave  me  the 
money  that  bought  the  land  mentioned  In  the  deed,  for  which  I  humbly 
thank  him." 

Another  branch  of  the  Gooding  family,  of  which  George  E.  Gooding, 
Esq.,  la  a  repreaentutive,  is  descended  from  Goorge  (joodiug,  born  in 
17'i3.  lie  was  the  son  of  Matthew,  and  brother  to  the  flr«t  mentioned 
Joseph.  George  hod  a  son  named  Kphraim,  born  In  1764,  and  Ephraim 
a  aou  named  Ebeuezor,  born  in  1704,  who  was  the  father  of  Deacon  G. 
E.  Gooding,  above  mentioned. 

Anotlier  old  family  homeatead  near  the  DIghton  and  Berkley  bridge 
is  that  of  the  Standish  funiily,  lineal  descendants  of  the  doughty  old 
pilgrim,  Miles  Stuudish,  whose  courtship  Longfellow  made  the  theme  of 
one  of  hla  poems.  The  preaont  representatives  of  the  family  in  this 
town  are- Thomas  D.  Standiah,  his  ion  James  0.,  and  a  daughter.  David 
Staudiah,  brother  of  Thomas  I).,  died  eome  yeara  ago.  The  brothers  were 
ship-carpenters  by  traile. 


and  again  in  1826;  Gamaliel  Church  in  1817,  and 
Thomas  8.  Baylies  in  1819. 

The  Oreat  September  Oale  of  1815.— The  great 
cyclone  and  tidal  wave  of  Sept.  28,  1816,  are  still 
vividly  remembered  by  some  of  our  townspeople, 
while  younger  generations  have  heard  them  so  fre- 
quently talked  about  that  they  seem  to  many  almost 
as  if  occurring  within  their  own  remembrance.  It 
was  probably  the  mo8t  destructive  gale  that  has 
visited  New  England  since  its  settlement  by  white . 
men.  The  storm  commenced  on  Friday,  the  22d, 
with  a  high  northeast  gale  and  heavy  rain,  which 
continued  until  the  next  morning,  when  the  wind 
veered  to  the  east ;  between  eight  and  nine  o'clock  it 
shifted  to  the  southeast,  blowing  almost  a  hurricane, 
and  sending  a  tidal  wave  up  the  bays  and  rivers  along 
the  coast  twelve  feet  higher  than  the  highest  spring- 
tides. Had  the  wind  continued  to  blow  in  the  same 
direction  the  tide  would  probably  have  risen  much 
higher,  but  at  half-past  eleven  a.m.  the  wind  sud- 
denly changed  to  the  ^west,  and  the  tidal  wave  sub- 
sided as  rapidly  as  it  had  arisen. 

If  less  damage  was  done  in  DIghton  by  this  fearful 
gale  than  in  Providence,  Newport,  and  other  large 
towns,  it  was  only  because  there  was  less  property  to 
be  destroyed.  A  large  brig  broke  from  her  moorings 
and  went  ashore  above  the  town  landing.  When  tlie 
tide  fell  she  was  so  far  inland  that  she  could  not  be 
launched,  and  was  sold  at  auction  M  less  than  the 
old  iron  was  worth.  A  new  ship,  just  completed, 
also  went  ashore  near  the  town  landing.  Ways  were 
laid,  and  repeated  efforts  to  launch  her  were  made. 
Her  owners  had  nearly  given  up  the  idea  of  getting 
her  off,  when  one  day,  while  the  workmen  were  at 
dinner,  the  ship  suddenly  started  and  slid  gracefully 
down  the  ways  and  into  the  river,  to  the  great  aston- 
ishment of  the  laborers  on  their  return  from  dinner. 
In  some  of  the  houses  near  the  river  the  water  rose 
nearly  to  the  chamber  floors,  and  they  would  have 
been  swept  away  by  the  heavy  waves  that  dashed 
against  them  had  it  not  been  for  the  huge,  old-fash- 
ioned chimneys  which  held  them  in  their  places. 
Fortunately  no  lives  were  lost,  although  one  old  bed- 
ridden lady,  named  Bourne,  had  a  narrow  escape. 
When  the  tide  entered  the  house  she  was  placed  by 
her  friends  on  the  top  of  a  chest  of  drawers,  while 
the  family  were  driven  up  stairs  by  the  rapidly-rising 
tide.  Soon  the  old  lady's  retreat  was  overflowed,  and 
she  would  have  been  drowned  had  not  one  of  the 
fioor-boarda  overhead  been  loosely  fastened,  8o  that 
those  in  the  Httic  could  take  it  up,  when  a  hole  was 
broken  in  the  lath-and-plaater  ceiling  of  the  room 
below,  through  which  the  old  lady  was  pulled  up. 
That  was  in  the  old  Cartwright  house,  that  stood  on 
the  corner,  near  the  town-landing  ;  it  was  afterwards 
moved  oiY  aiul  used  as  a  carpenter's  shop.  Nearly  all 
the  fences  and  walls  for  some  distance  from  the  river 
were  destroyed,  trees  were  uprooted,  the  wells  were 
filled  with  salt  water,  the  outhouses  demolished,  and 
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many  fowls  and  domestic  animals  drowned.  When 
the  waters  subsided  people  went  searching  among  the 
wreckage  that  strewed  the  line  oT  high-water  mark 
for  their  missing  goods  and  chattels.* 

An  aged  lady,  who  lived  on  Richmond  Hill  at  the 
time,  tells  me  that  she  could  see  the  great  waves  dash- 
ing over  the  houses  that  stood  near  the  river,  which 
seemed  like  a  raging  sea,  while  large  oak-trees,  in  a 
grove  near  by,  were  snapping  off  like  pipe-stems  as  the 
fiercer  gusts  of  the  cyclone  struck  them.  Windows 
for  many  miles  inland  were  covered  on  the  outside 
with  a  film  of  salt  deposited  by  the  briny  scud  lifted 
from  the  waves  and  borne  along  by  the  gale.  In 
Providence  several  hundred  buildings  were  destroyed, 
and  the  damage  was  estimated  at  a  million  and  a 
half  of  dollars.  The  coast  was  strewn  with  wrecks, 
and  several  men  from  this  town  were  lost  by  ship- 
wreck. There  have  been  many  heavy  September 
gales  since,  but  tliat  of  1815  is  still  known  as  the  Sep- 
tember gale.    Long  may  it  retain  that  honor. 

First  Congregational  Society.— The  founding 
of  the  First  Congregational  Society  of  this  town, 
with  Rev.  Nathaniel  Fisher  as  its  minister,  has  al- 
ready been  sketched  as  far  as  the  few  existing  docu- 
ments relating  thereto  will  permit.  Mr.  Fisher  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  worthy  man  and  a  faithful 
minister.  When  age  and  infirmities  overtook  him 
the  society  procured  him  an  assistant.  Rev.  John 
Smith,  at  an  annual  salary  of  twenty  pounds.  To- 
wards the  last  of  his  life  Mr.  Fisher  found  great 
difficulty  in  collecting  his  salary,  and  in  1871  he  was 
compelled  to  bring  a  suit  against  the  town  for  the 
non-payment  of  his  rates,  and  recovered  fifty-three 
pounds  for  the  deficiency  of  two  years.  It  is  prob- 
able that  the  more  mercenary  of  those  who  were 
thus  obliged  to  pay  for  some  years  'the  preacher's 
salary,  when  he  was  no  longer  able  to  preach,  may 
have  had  misgivings  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  custom 
of  hiring  a  minister  for  better  or  for  worse  as  long 
as  he  should  live,  and  would  have  been  able  to  sym- 
pathize with  the  old  farmer  whose  property  had  been 
mostly  swallowed  up  by  the  doctor's  bills  for  his 
wife's  protracted  sickness,  when  he  expressed  the 
wish  that  I^tsey  might  get  well  or — something.  Mr. 
Fisher  was  buried  on  the  Will  burying-ground,  but 
there  is  no  inscribed  stone  to  mark  the  spot,  nor  a 
tablet  anywhere  to  record  that  such  a  man  ever 
lived  and  preached  in  this  town.  Towards  the  last 
of  his  ministry  the  Quakers  and  Baptists  were  re- 
leased from  paying  their  rates  to  support  the  min- 
ister, which  added  to  the  burthen  of  those  belong- 
ing to  the  society.  In  1768  the  following-named 
Quakers  were  thus  released  by  a  vote  of  the  town : 
Edward  Shove,  Asa  Shove,  George  Shove,  Theophilus 
Shove,  Edward  South  wick,  Michael  Smith,  Samuel 
Baker,  William  Bbyco,  and  Ephraim  Chubb.  These 
all  live  on  the  east  side  of  the  river. 

Mr.  Fisher  was  succeeded  in  the  ministry  by  Rev. 
John  Smith,  who  had  been  his  assistant.    Mr.  Smith 


came  from  Plainfield,  Conn.  He  graduated  at  Prince- 
ton College.  Mr.  Smith  was  generally  liked  by  the 
society,  but  how  long  he  continued  to  preach  does  not 
appear ;  he  was  still  the  minister  of  the  society  near 
the  close  of  the  century ;  he  was  finally  dispiissed  in 
good  standing.^  When  he  left  Dighton  he  went  as 
a  missionary  to  Canandaigua,  in  New  York  State,  and 
was  instrumental  in  the  purchase  and  clearing  of  six 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  that  town,  and  the  founding 
thereon  of  a  seminary  of  learning.  He  thence  re- 
moved to  Kentucky,  where  he  died  about  the  year 
1820,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years,  leaving  four 
sons;  One  of  his  grandsons  was  Prof.  W.  B.  Smith, 
of  Union  Theological  Seminary. 

The  successor  of  Mr.  Smith  was  Rev.  William  War- 
ren, of  New  Ipswich,  N.  H.  He  graduated  at  Dart- 
mouth College  in  the  year  1800,  and  was  ordained  in 
1802.  He  married  Clarissa  Davis,  of  this  town.  He 
commenced  to  preach  under  favorable  circumstances. 
He  was  very  popular  in  his  society  for  some  time,  but 
after  eight  or  nine  years  he  became  inattentive  to  his 
ministerial  duties,  and  devoted  a  part  of  his  time  to 
the  practice  of  medicine.  He  gave  up  his  salary,  ex- 
ceptins:  what  individuals  were  pleased  to  give  him,  be- 
came intemperate  in  his  habits,  and  was  dismissed  in 
1815.  When  he  left  Dighton  he  either  carried  with 
him  all  the  records  of  the  church  or  destroyed  them,  as 
they  were  not  to  be  found  afterwards.  He  removed  to 
Salem,  where  he  practiced  medicine  with  considera- 
ble success,  but  his  morals  did  not  improve,  and  in 
1820  he  was  excommunicated.  For  a  number  of  years 
after  he  left  here  there  was  no  regular  preaching  in 
the  First  Church,  which  declined  greatly  in  the  num- 
ber of  its  members  until  only  a  few  were  left.  In 
1826,  Rev.  William  Torrey  preached  here  for  a  short 
time. 

In  1827,  Rev.  Preston  Cummings  was  engaged,  and 
was  installed  December  26th.  He  preached  till  1885, 
when  he  was  honorably  dismissed.  He  was  followed 
by  Rev.  Jonathan  King,  who  stayed  for  a  year,  and 
was  dismissed  in  1887.  In  1888,  Rev.  John  Shaw  was 
installed  as  pastor.  He  was  dismissed  in  1848.  Mr. 
Shaw  was  followed  in  1844  by  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Bailey. 
Mr.  Bailey  died  the  same  year,  much  lamented  by 
the  church  and  society.  In  this  year  the  church  re- 
ceived two  donations  of  money,  the  interest  on  which 
was  to  be  devoted  to  the  support  of  the  ministry. 
The  donations  were  from  Deacon  Samuel  Walker  ahd 
Samuel  Walker,  Jr.,  and  the  amount  was  about  seven 
hundred  dollars.  As  the  church  could  not  hold  prop- 
erty, even  in- trust,  the  donations  were  transferred  to 


1  At  the  time  Mr.  Smith  waa  eettled  there  WMa  warm,  though  friendly, 
oontest  between  thoee  of  the  aoclety  who  were  In  fftTor  of  hftTing  him 
for  the  minister  and  thoae  who  were  In  faTor  of  a  Mr.  Staplee,  who  had 
been  preaclilng  on  probation.  The  qaettion  aa  to  which  of  them  slionld 
be  eettled  orer  the  aooiety  waa  pnt  to  vote  In  the  Buck  Plain  meetlng- 
bonae,  tboae  In  faror  of  Mr.  Smith  b^lng  directed  by  the  moderator  to 
go  on  the  women *a  aide  of  the  hoaae  (the  aezea  were  kept  apart  In  the 
meetlng-honae  In  thoae  daya),  while  thoae  In  fltTor  of  Mr.  Btaplea  went 
on  the  men*a  aide.  The  former  waa  found  to  be  the  larger  party. 
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the  society.  After  Mr.  BaileT'i  deftth  Ber,  Htlaohi 
Bullard,  of  Medway,  preached  three  months,  and  Ber. 
£.  B.  Claggit  filled  the  pulpit  for  a  short  time.  Ber. 
William  Walker,  of  DightOD,  a  licentiate  preacher  of 
the  Baptist  order,  also  preached  occasionally.  In 
1845,  Rev.  Qeorge  Brown,  ftom  Maine,  filled  the 
pulpit,  but  left  at  the  end  of  a  year.  In  1862,  Ber. 
E.  Newhall  stayed  for  about  two  months.  In  1868, 
Rev.  Ezra  Newton  was  called,  Mr.  Newton  stayed 
till  August,  1855.  He  was  followed  In  1866  by  Ber. 
E.  Sanford,  of  Raynham,  who  remained  until  May, 
1860.  Mr.  Sanford's  successor  was  Ber.  E.  Dawes,  who 
preached  until  1879,  when  he  received  a  call  to  the 
pastorate  of  a  church  in  Lakeville.  Mr.  Dawes  was 
followed  by  Rev.  £.  J,  Moore,  and  he  by  the  present 
pastor,  Rev.  William  B.  Qreen. 

The  brick  meeting-house,  the  place  of  worship  of 
the  Central  Church  and  Society,  which  formerly  met 
iu  the  Buck  Plain  meeting-house,  was  built  in  the 
year  1826.  It  was  dedicated  on  the  1st  day  of  May, 
1827. 

Second  Congregational  Society.— When  the 
referees  from  Attleborough  had  stuck  up  the  stake 
on  Buck  Plain  in  1768,  as  the  proper  place  to  build  a 
meeting-house  to  replace  the  one  burnt  on  the  hill, 
there  was  much  dissatisfaction  among  the  people 
living  in  the  east  and  south  parts  of  the  town.  The 
stake  on  the  plain  might  be  in  the  exact  geographical 
centre  of  the  township,  but  it  was  by  no  means  in  the 
centre  of  population.  The  business  and  wealtli  of 
the  town  were  chiefly  along  the  lower  streets,  nearer 
the  river,  where  were  also  to  be  found  Uie  best  farms 
and  more  than  half  of  the  population.  Nevertheless, 
the  meeting-house  was  built  on  the  plain,  and  the 
people  in  the  eastern  and  southern  sections  of  the 
town  paid  their  proportion  of  Uie  cost,  and  went  regu- 
larly up  among  the  scrub-oaks  on  Sundays  for  many 
years,  facing  many  a  bitter  northwester  on  the  way 
to  meeting.  Meanwhile  they  had  resolved  to  have  a 
meeting-house  nearer  their  homes,  and  their  efforts 
in  this  direction  resulted  in  the  raising  and  covering 
of  the  Second  Congregational  meeting-house,  now 
occupied  by  the  Unitarian  Society,  near  the  Lower 
Four  Corners.  So  much  had  been  accomplished  by 
the  new  society  just  before  the  Revolution.  During 
the  war  the  resources  of  the  people  were  too  heavily 
taxed  in  meeting  the  calls  of  the  government  for  men 
ami  money  for  them  to  raise  the  amount  required  to 
complete  the  new  meeting-house,  which  was  conse- 
quently left  in  an  unfinished  state,  without  windows 
or  doors.  While  in  this  condition  the  building  was 
for  some  time  used  as  a  sheep-pen  by  Capt.  Rufus 
Whitmarsh,  who  owned  the  adjoining  farm.  After 
the  war  two  tracts  of  land  were  given  by  Col.  Syl- 
vester Richmond  and  Joseph  Atwood  for  a  minis- 
terial fund  for  the  use  of  the  Pedo  Baptist  Congre- 
gational Church  and  Society  at  the  Four  Corners. 
In  February,  1797,  it  was  voted  by  the  society  that 
the  trustees  of  this  property  should  immediately  sell 


the  wood  and  timber  on  the  land,  and  that  riz  hun- 
dred dollars  of  the  mon^  arisfag  firom  the  sale  shoaM 
he  devoted  to  repairing  the  neeting-honsi^  the  le* 
malnder  to  he  put  at  interest^  and  the  intent  to  be 
used  in  the  support  of  a  minister.  The  house  was 
accordingly  repaired,^  and  in  1798  the  Ber.  John 
Smith  undertook  to  heal  the  breach  in  the  two  loele- 
ties  by  preaching  altomate  Sandayi  at  Book  Plain 
and  at  Uie  Four  Oomers,  but  this  arnuigemeiil  did 
not  last  long,  and  when  Mr.  Smith  left  Dightoa  a 
permanent  separation  between  the  two  aodeticB  took 
place.  The  Bev.  Mr.  Allen  preached  for  a  short  tioM 
after  Mr.  Smith's  departure,  as  did  also  Bar.  Geoife 
Baretow,  and  both  were  invited  by  the  society  to  settle 
with  them,  bnt  probably  the  salary  oflbred  (four  hun- 
dred dollars)  was  not  .a  suiBcient  inducement  to  these 
gentlemen,  as  both  declined.  ^ 

In  June,  1808,  the  society  met^  and  voted  ^tliat 
Mr,  Abraham  Qushee  be  and  is  hereby  invited  to 
take  upon  him  the  pastoral  chaige  of  the  society  bf 
settling  with  them  in  the  ministry  of  the  gospel." 
It  was  then  voted  to  pay  him  four  hundred  dollan  a 
year  as  long  as  he  should  remain  with  than,  in  ease 
he  accepted  the  offer,  and  Thomas  B.  Biehmondi 
James  Briggs,  and  Josiah  Wardwell  were  cliosen  a 
committee  to  notify  him  of  the  society's  proposals. 
Mr.  Gushee  accepted  the  call,  and  was  ordained 
Sept.  28, 1808,  eleven  churches  being  invited  to  at- 
tend the  ordination  by  their  pastors  or  by  delegates. 
Mr.  Gushee  was  the  pastor  of  the  sode^  for  more 
than  half  a  century.  He  was  bom  in  Baynham,  Sept. 
19, 1776,  and  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1708. 
His  ancestors  were  French.  After  the  revocation  of 
the  Edict  of  Nantes  in  1686,  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  French  Huguenots  came  over  to  Massachosetts, 
where  large  numbers  of  tlieir  posterity  are  still  to  be 
found.  Among  these  refugees  wore  two  brothers, 
Henri  and  David  Gachet,  who  came  ftom  Bochelle, 
France.  Their  name  has  since  been  Anglidied  into 
two  distinct  names,  the  descendants  of  the  older 
brother,  Henri,  writing   it  Gassett,  and   those   of 


1  TIm ilMpI* of  Uie  BMliii9>lNMM»  VM  mtl  aiSai aBtllAj 
•fttr  tiM  Imhim  wm  SiilalMid  m  aWva  kIMmL  Hm  ftmr  tl«l«n  ftmslac 
IIm  ooriMn  uf  Um  tqiun  toircr  Vfn  Um^  hmwf  MIbIus  awl  m  to  gal- 
Uof  Uiem  aprlgfat  waa  btgrond  tlia  •ttgiaaariag  MaNiroia  oT  tba  aarpa*. 
tan  wbo  vtm  to  InUM  Iba  alcafile,  thff  aallad  a|ioN  Ghpt.  KuMmmjf 
Sliof a  to  aufiariittaiMl  tiia  jubw  Obi|it.  StMiva  pnnuirod  ahlp^  laaklta^  mmI 
with  Iha  aid  vf  ahaan  auU  a  viuUlaw,  nMilily  bulalad  Uia  atteka  Uilo 
their  iiUcM.  Altar  Uia  aqiuura  tuarcr  waa  ttiilahad  Uia  a|4ni  WM  UiUt 
hialda  uf  It,  aud  Oipt.  Shura  alao  auparlntoudad  ttia  b<ii«llnf  «if  UhU 
Into  poalUun. 

Capt.  Anthony  ShoTf,  father  of  the  writer  of  this  akatch,  waa  born  In 
Freetown,  March  21, 1787.  Hie  iiareuta,  Joeapb  and  Loia,  were  Quvkan. 
lie  waa  a  deeoendant  of  IleT.  Qeorge  Shove,  of  Taunton,  onaof  the  orlgi- 
uul  pruprielore  of  the  Taunton  South  Purchaae.  Oipt.  Sliova  marrlad 
Abby  Dowen,  diiiighterof  David  Uowen,  aliip*bullderof  thia town.  Tbay 
had  five  clilldreu,  two  daughtan  and  three  aone,— Joaeph,  Darid  D.,  and 
George  A.  Capt.  Sliove  in  early  life  waa  a  ■hipntaatar,  nwklng  vuyagaa 
to  Kiiglaud  and  up  the  M«dit«;riunean.  He  waa  clialraian  of  tba  boaitl 
of  eulectuieu  fur  Si'Temi  years,  and  waa  four  timee  choaeo  to  raprcaant 
the  town  in  the  Legialature,  vU.,  Iu  1840, 1841, 1846,  and  18M.  Ua  waa 
alM  poetniaater  for  a  number  of  yenrt.  He  died  auddenly  Jan.  2, 1868. 
Uie  widow  eurvlred  hini  fourteen  yeare. 
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David  converting  it  into  Gushee.  When  the  division 
between  tlic  Orthodox  or  Evangelical  Congregational- 
ists  and  the  Unitarians  took  place,  Mr.  Gushee  joined 
the  latter,  and  ever  afterwards  preached  the  Unitarian 
doctrines.  Mr.  Gushee  died  Oct.  26,  1861,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-six  years.  In  person  he  was  tall  and  some- 
what spare  of  flesh,  and  he  was  erect  and  dignified  in 
his  bearing.  In  his  best  days  his  sermons  were  well- 
written,  able  discourses.  Mr.  Gashee's  first  wife  was 
Bathsheba  Tobey,  daughter  of  Samuel  Tobey,  of 
l^rkley,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children, — Maria, 
Almond,  Frederick  A.,  Horace,  Silas  T.,  Julia  A.,  and 
Bathsheba.  His  oldest  son,  Almond,  practiced  medi- 
cine in  Warren,  R.  I.  He  married  Elizabeth  Williams, 
daughter  of  Nathaniel  Williams,  Esq.,  of  Dighton. 

In  18G1  the  Unitarian  meeting-house  was  remod- 
eled and  repaired  at  an  expense  of  nearly  two  thou- 
sand dollnrs,  the  old  galleries,  pulpit,  and  pews  were 
taken  out,  the  two  tiers  of  small  windows  were 
changed  into  one  tier  of  long  ones,  and  other  im- 
provements were  made,  including  the  purchase  of  an 
organ.  Rev.  Francis  Le  Baron  received  a  call  from 
the  society,  staying  with  them  one  year.  Mr.  Le 
Baron,  like  Mr.  Gushee,  was  of  Huguenot  descent. 
He  was  a  man  of  fine  presence,  of  an  enthusiastic  and 
poetic  temperament,  which  characteristics  were  dis- 
played in  his  discourscS|  and,  while  ho  was  gonial 
and  companionable,  he  was,  perhaps,  not  altogether 
without  a  consciousness  of  possessing  culture  and  in- 
tellectual gifts  superior  to  most  of  those  with  whom 
he  associated.  After  leaving  Dighton  he  gave  up 
preaching,  and  removing  to  the  West,  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  barrels  by  machinery,  in  company 
with  Rev.  William  Chamberlain,  formerly  a  Univer- 
salist  preacher  in  this  town. 

Mr.  Le  Baron  was  succeeded  in  1863  by  Rev.  Fiske 
Barrett,  who  resigned  in  1866,  and  was  followed  by 
Rev.  J.  L.  Hatch,  who  stayed  one  year.  In  1868, 
Rev.  Mr.  Kelso  supplied  the  pulpit.  Mr.  Kelso  was 
a  Spiritualist,  in  the  best  sense  of  this  unpopular  term. 
Mr.  Kelso*s  successor  was  Rev.  F.  £.  Kittredge,  who 
stayed  until  1874,  when,  owing  to  domestic  troubles,  he 
resigned  and  went  West,  where  he  procured  a  divorce 
from  his  wife  and  married  a  Western  lady.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  John  Wills,  an  Englishman,  who  re- 
signed in  1876,  and  was  followed  by  W.  H.  Reeby, 
now  of  Norton,  and  he  by  the  present  pastor,  Rev. 
Obcd  Eldridge. 

The  ministerial  fund  is  now  between  five  and  six 
thousand  dollars.  After  the  sale,  in  1797,  of  the 
wood  and  timber  from  the  land  donated  to  the  society, 
about  one  thousand  dollars  remained  as  a  permanent 
fund  when  the  bills  for  repairing  the  house  were 
paid.  The  trustees  named  in  the  act  of  incorporation, 
which  was  approved  by  the  Governor  June  26, 1798, 
were  William  Baylies,  Silvester  Richmond,  John 
Hathaway,  Hodijah  Baylies,  Joseph  Atwood,  Silves- 
ter Atwood,  Jr.,  David  Andrews,  George  Ware,  and 
Thomas  B.  Richmond.  They  were  authorized  to  hold 
16 


funds  to  the  amount  of  eight  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars. 

The  George  Ware  mentioned  as  one  of  the  trustees 
was  Dr.  George  Ware,  who  died  Jan.  7,  1805,  aged 
forty-four  years.  His  father  had  practiced  medicine 
before  him  in  Dighton,  and  was  also  nailed  George. 
He  died  Feb.  16, 1771,  aged  thirty-seven.  They  were 
both  considered  skillful  physicians,  as  was  also  Dr. 
William  Ware,  brother  of  the  first  George,  who  prac- 
ticed medicine  for  many  years  in  this  town.  He  died 
about  the  year  1764,  letiving  a  widow  and  several 
children.  His  widow,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Eliakim 
Walker,  afterwards  married  Col.  Thomas  Church. 
Dr.  William  Ware  lived  on  the  Broad  Cove  road.  He 
owned  the  farm  now  belonging  to  Weston  Earle.  The 
old  farm-house  was  torn  down  some  years  ago.  Dr. 
George  W^are  and  his  son  (George  lived  on  a  farm 
about  a  third  of  a  mile  east  of  Pitt's  Corner.  It  is 
still  known  as  the  Ware  farm,  and.contains  the  family 
burying-ground.  A  story  has  been  handed  down  con- 
cerning the  first  Dr.  George  and  the  selection  of  a  site 
for  the  family  burying-ground,  which  is  to  the  follow- 
ing efiect :  The  doctor  had  searched  his  farm  over  in 
vain  for  a  suitable  place  for  the  family  cemetery ; 
where  the  land  was  not  wet  and  swampy  it  was  cov- 
ered with  rocks.  In  this  dilemma  he  offered  a  friend 
who  was  making  him  a  visit  five  dollars  if  he  would 
find  a  suitable  spot  on  the  farm  for  a  burying-place. 
After  considerable  search  the  gentleman  announced 
that  he  had  found  the  right  place,  which  was  where 
the  family  burial-lot  was  afterwards  walled  in.  Dr. 
Ware  assured  his  friend  that  the  spot  was  altogether 
too  wet  for  the  purpose,  and  that  whoever  was  laid 
there  would  have  the  rheumatism  in  their  bones. 
"  Well,  it  may  be  as  you  say,  doctor,  but  it  is  the  only 
place  that  is  at  all  suitable  on  your  farm,  and,  con- 
sidering how  you  will  be  situated  hereafter,  the  wet- 
ness of  the  soil  ought  to  be  a  recommendation."  Dr. 
Ware  was  too  fond  of  bantering  others  to  be  offended 
when  the  tables  were  sometimes  turned  upon  himself. 
His  friend's  decision  was  accepted  without  further 
demur,  but  whether  the  five  dollars  were  paid  over  or 
not  tradition  does  not  state.  George  Ware,  Sr.,  mar- 
ried Mary  Winslow. 

Dr.  George  Ware  the  younger  married,  in  1785, 
Polly  Andrews,  daughter  of  Capt.  Elkanah  Andrews. 
They  had  eighf  children.  Their  oldest  daughter, 
Polly,  was  the  second  wife  of  Capt.  Seth  Talbot,  of 
this  town.  Capt.  Talbot  represented  the  town  in  the 
Legislature  in  1829.  He  was  father  of  the  late  Dr. 
Charles  Talbot,  who  had  a  large  practice  as  a  physi- 
cian for  many  years  in  this  and  neighboring  towns. 
Dr.  Talipot  was  formerly  postmaster,  and  in  1874 
represented  the  Tenth  Bristol  District  in  the  Legis- 
lature. He  was  a  man  of  large  influence  in  town 
affairs,  and  was  a  leading  member  of  the  Unitarian 
Society.  He  was  born  in  Dighton,  March  80, 1811, 
and  died  June  6,  1880.  He  graduated  from  the  Har- 
vard Medical  School  in  1885. 


242 


HISTORY  OP  BRISTOL  COUNTY,  MASSA0HUSBTT8. 


Capt.  Seth  Talbot's  brother,  Capt.  Eben  Talbot,  was 
captain  of  the  second  company  of  Dighton  militia 
from  1814  to  1817,  and  held  the  offices  of  selectman 
and  assessor  for  several  years. 

The  Baptist  Gharcli. — In  the  year  1771  there  was 
a  general  revival  among  the  Baptists  in  Rehoboth  and 
in  the  adjoining  towns.  Sixty  members  were  added 
to  Elder  Wick's  church  in  Rehoboth.  Quite  a  num- 
ber of  these  new  converts  were  Dighton  people,  to 
whom  it  wa4  a  great  inconvenience  to  attend  meeting 
at  such  a  distance.  Enoch  Qoff  and  other  members 
were  therefore  allowed  to  hold  meetings  in  this  town. 
Mr.  Goff  was  in  favor  of  communion  with  those  who 
had  not  been  immersed.  Being  a  man  of  considera- 
ble force  of  character,  other  members  were  led  through 
his  intiuence  to  adopt  similar  views,  and  the  result 
was  that  a  church  was  organized  in  the  west  part  of 
Dighton  in  1772.  Mr.  GofT  was  chosen  pastor  of  the 
church,  and  as  they  had  no  meeting-house  he  was  or- 
dained in  the  barn  of  a  Mr.  Briggs.  The  sermon  on  the 
occasion  was  preached  by  Elder  Lyon,  of  Canterbury, 
and  Elder  Jacob  Hicks  gave  the  hand  of  fellowship. 

Not  much  is  known  of  Elder  GofTs  early  life.  He 
was  born  in  Dighton,  Nov.  3,  1740,  was  baptized  in 
1771,  and  began  to  preach  the  same  year.  During 
the  Revolution  he  served  for  a  short  time  as  a  private 
in  the  army.  In  person  he  was  short  in  stature,  but 
strongly  built.  Though  intensely  earnestand  zealous 
in  his  religious  belief,  he  was  yet  cheerful  aqd  social 
in  his  intercourse  with  his  friends  and  neighbors,  and 
was  liked  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  members  of 
his  church  were  to  him  as  his  children.  When  in- 
vited to  the  pastorate  of  a  church  in  Providence,  he 
answered,  *'  I  cannot  leave  my  family."  The  reply 
was  that  he  was  expected  to  bring  his  family  with 
him.  "But  my  family  is  very  large;  there  are  two 
hundred  and  fifly  members  in  it."  He  was  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade,  and  supported  his  family  by  making 
and  mending  shoes,  as  he  never  had  a  salary.  He  was 
an  illiterate  man,  having  attended  school  but  very 
little.  He  had  a  stentorian  voice,  which  in  summer- 
time, when  the  meeting-house  windows  were  open, 
could  be  heard  for  a  long  distance.  In  1781,  David 
Simmons  (or  Seamans)  was  ordained  as  his  colleague. 

In  1780  the  church  completed  the  meeting-house, 
which  had  been  commenced  some  time  before,  the 
site  being  near  the  Rehoboth  line.  It  was  a  small 
structure,  had  rough  benches  instead  of  pews,  and 
had  neither  stove  nor  fireplace.  The  circumstances 
attending  its  dedication  were  in  the  highest  degree  im- 
pressive, for  it  was  dedicated  on  the  "  dark  day,"  May 
19, 1780,  a  day  of  intensified  gloom,  which  must  have 
strangely  affected  the  congregation  of  farmers  and 
their  families,  many  of  them,  no  doubt,  illiterate  and 
superstitious,  who  had  assembled  at  the  dedication. 
The  sermon  on  the  occasion  was  preached  by  Kldur 
Knapp.  In  1796  a  larger  and  better  finished  house  was 
built,  about  one  mile  north  of  the  first  one,  and  which 
has  been  known  ever  since  as  Elder  GofTs  meeting- 


house, although  it  is  not  now  in  possession  of  the  de- 
nomination to  which  he  belonged.  Elder  GoflTs  con- 
gregation came  from  other  towns  besides  Dighton  and 
Rehoboth,  and  there  were  members  of  his  church  in 
Freetown,  Berkley,  Somerset,  and  Taunton.  At  one 
period  his  church  consisted  of  more  than  three  hun- 
dred members.  He  continued  to  preach  regularly 
until  1806,  when,  his  health  failing,  Elder  Ephraim 
Sawyer  was  called  to  the  pastorate,  although  Mr. 
OoflT  still  preached  occasionally.  The  oldest  records 
belonging  to  the  church  commence  in  1807,  when 
there  were  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  members. 
In  1808  there  was  a  revival,  and  fifty-seven  were 
added  to  the  church.  The  next  year  there  was  a 
schism  among  the  members,  and  the  trouble  con- 
tinued for  two  years,  when  tliirty  members  were 
excluded  for  having  embraced  what  the  majority 
considered  erroneous  doctrines. 

From  November,  1807,  to  October,  1813,  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty-two  members  were  received  into  the 
church.  But  while  so  many  were  received,  the  strict- 
ness of  the  discipline  caused  many  to  be  excluded 
after  having  been  members  for  a  short  time,*  while 
deaths  and  removals  further  diminished  the  number, 
so  that  in  1826  there  were  only  one  hundred  and 
thirty -nine  belonging  to  the  church. 

Elder  Goff  died  March  17, 1810.  His  widow,  Deb- 
orah, died  in  1816.  They  had  two  children,  Deborah 
and  Shubael.  In  1818,  Mr.  Silas  Hall,  of  Raynham, 
came  to  labor  in  the  church,  and  was  ordained  the 
same  year.  He  remained  only  one  year.  In  181G, 
Mr.  Bartlett  Pease,  of  New  Bedford,  was  ordained 
pastor.  In  1820  sixty-five  members  were  added  to 
the  church.  Mr.  Pease  left  in  1821.  During  his  stay 
there  was  quite  a  large  party  in  the  church  in  sym- 
pathy with  those  who  were  excluded  in  1811  for 
having  become  infected  with  what  was  termed  the 
*•  heresy  of  Unitarianism."  In  1821  a  Mr.  Lovejoy 
was  called  to  preach.  Lovejoy  seems  to  have  accepted 
too  literally  the  apostolic  saying  about  being  all  things 
to  all  men.  His  sermons  in  the  church  were  of  the 
orthodox,  Trinitarian  pattern,  but  when  he  met 
with  the  factions  that  had  been  excluded  he  ex- 
pressed views  that  were  radically  Unitarian.  Mr. 
Lovejoy  was  dismissed  at  the  end  of  a  year,  and  his 
dismissal  was  so  unacceptable  to  many  that  the  party 
who  were  in  his  favor  withdrew  from  the  church  and 
held  separate  meetings.  Thirty  members  were  ex- 
cluded soon  afterwards,  including  two  of  the  deacons. 
The  Unitarian  faction  finally  obtained  possession  of 
the  meeting-house,  which,  under  the  name  of  the 
Christian  Baptist  Society,  they  retain  at  the  present 
time,  the  Rev.  Otis  W.  Bates  being  now  the  pastor. 


1  TIio  rollowliig  ontry  In  tho  church  rfK-ui-iliiof  1820  shown  Umt  at  that 
datu  thoro  wuro  »|iormlic  cuiKHtuf  u  dUonler  Ihul  htiM»iiico  h(>cuiiiu  uliiiuai 
uii  o|ihifiiilu.  At  u  church  iiioutiiig  "  Uruthur  Urueii  rc|iortoU,  in  rola> 
tiun  to  Sinter  LowU,  thHl  he  had  fonud  hor  gilty  of  Hii,iitcurubio  mvIo, 
having  divorcod  liir  hublMintl  and  marrind  uguiii,  contra  to  th(«  law*  of 

GiHl." 
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From  1822  to  1827  the  church  had  no  settled  pas- 
tor; in  the  latter  year  Mr.  Caleb  Greene,  of  New 
Bedford,  was  ordained.  At  this  time  tlio  church 
numbered  only  one  hundred  members.  Mr.  Greene 
remained  until  1831.  In  1832,  Rev.  John  Reed  was 
called,  aiid  stayed  till  1836.  He  was  followed  by  Mr. 
J.  L.  Wittemore,  who  was  ordained  in  May,  1837, 
and  remained  until  1840.  The  next  year  the  church 
was  without  a  pastor,  and  had  but  forty-one  members. 
They  were  accustomed  to  meet  in  the  school-house  at 
the  Lower  Four  Corners,  and  sometimes  at  private 
houses.  In  1842  the  church  voted  "to  make  an  effort 
to  build  a  meeting-house  at  the  Four  Corners,  and 
that  the  church  be  located  there.*'  The  house  was 
completed  in  1845  at  a  cost  of  about  sixteen  hundred 
dollars,  the  whole  amount  having  been  raised  and 
paid  before  the  dedication. 

During  the  period  they  had  been  without  a  meet- 
ing-house they  had  been  supplied  with  preachers  for 
most  of  the  time.  Mr.  John  B.  Parr  is,  a  licentiate, 
was  with  them  for  about  a  year  and  a  half.  Caleb 
Blood  and  Charles  F.  Colver,  then  students  at  Brown 
University,  also  preached  for  a  time,  as  did  also 
Alexander  W.  and  Samuel  Carr.  After  the  dedication 
of  the  new  house,  Mr.  James  Andern  was  ordained 
pastor  Nov.  13,  1845.  The  sermon  on  the  occasion 
was  by  W.  H.  Shailer,  D.D.  Mr.  Andern  remained 
about  a  year,  and  was  succeeded  in  1847  by  Rev. 
Edwin  Stillman,  who  stayed  until  1851.  While  he 
WAS  here  there  was  a  revival,  and  seventeen  persons 
were  baptized. 

During  the  ten  years  that  followed  Mr.  Stillman's 
departure  the  church  was  without  a  resident  pastor, 
excepting  for  six  months,  when  Rev.  S.  A.  Thomas 
preached.  They  were  generally  supplied  with  preach- 
ing, however,  and  there  were  some  additions  to  the 
church.  At  that  time  it  was  classed  as  one  of  the 
**  feeble  churches,"  and  received  aid  from  the  Taun- 
ton Baptist  Association,  to  which  it  belongs.  In 
1861,  Rev.  L.  Kinney  commenced  to  preach.  Mr. 
Kinnev's  successors  have  been  Rev.  Mr.  Latham, 
Rev.  Mr.  Horton,  Rev.  J.  C.  Boomer,  and  the  present 
pastor.  Rev.  A.  W.  Carr,  who  has  been  with  the  church 
since  1874.  Within  a  few  years  a  handsome  parson- 
age has  been  built  near  the  church  by  the  society, 
and  an  organ  purchased.  There  are  eigbty-four 
members  in  the  church  at  the  present  time. 

First  Methodist  Episcopal  Choroh.— Not  much 
is  known  in  regard  to  the  early  days  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church  at  North  Dighton.  If  records  were 
kept  of  the  proceedings  in  the  church  and  society  at 
that  period,  they  are  not  now  to  be  found. 

In  the  year  1814,  Israel  Anthony  moved  to  North 
Dighton  from  Somerset,  and  through  his  influence 
there  was  occasionally  Methodist  preaching  in  that 
village,  by  Rev.  John  Tinkham,  from  Easton,  and  by 
others  whose  names  are  unknown.  In  1815,  or  early 
in  1816,  Rev.  Orlando  Hinds  was  on  the  circuit,  and 
a  revival  commenced,  resulting  in  a  large  number  of 


conversions;  many  were  baptized  and  received  on 
trial.  After  the  revival  had  subsided  a  reaction  set 
in,  and  the  record  states  that  the  conduct  of  some  of 
the  leading  members  was  such  as  to  greatly  militate 
against  the  prosperity  of  the  infant  society.  There 
is  no  record  of  the  formation  of  the  church,  and 
probably  no  one  living  knows  when  it  was  formed. 
From  1815  to  1823  the  following  preachers  were  sta- 
tioned here :  Rev.  Orlando  Hinds,  who  died  in  1820 ; 
Rev.  Elisha  Streeter,  Rev.  Isaac  Bonney,  and  Rev. 
Jason  Walker.  As  there  was  no  meeting-house  they 
preached  sometimes  in  the  school-house,  sometimes 
in  the  Long  House  on  the  island,  and  occasionally  in 
the  loft  over  the  store.  A  Quarterly  Meeting  was 
held  at  the  Long  House  at  one  time  at  which  so 
many  attended  that  the  house  was  full  to  overflowing, 
and  sails  had  to  be  procured  to  make  a  temporary 
shelter  for  the  crowd  outside.  The  first  authentic 
record  extant  is  a  class  paper,  dated  Wellington,  July 
31,  1823.  Abiathar  White,  leader;  Rev.  Hermon 
Perry  and  Rev.  A.  Tummins,  circuit  preachers ;  Rev. 
J.  A.  Merril,  presiding  elder.  In  1831,  Revs.  F.  Dane 
and  H.  Waldron  were  stationed  at  Somerset  and 
North  Dighton.  One  hundred  and  fidy-seven  dollars 
was  raised  at  the  latter  place  to  pay  the  preachers. 
In  1832,  Rev.  W.  Emerson  and  Rev.  J.  D.  Baldwin 
were  stationed  on  the  circuit,  and  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty-six  dollars  was  collected  from 
Dighton,  Taunton,  Rehoboth,  and  Somerset  In 
1833,  Rev.  F.  Dane  was  stationed  at  North  Dighton. 
A  meeting-house  had  been  commenced  in  1830,  and 
was  finished  in  1831.  Rev.  L.  Bates,  of  Bristol, 
preached  the  dedication  sermon.  In  1834,  Rev. 
Thomas  Gile  was  stationed  there ;  the  preachers  suc- 
ceeding him  up  to  the  time  of  building  the  present 
meeting-house  were  as  follows:  in  1885,  Rev.  Elias 
Scott;  1836,  C.  Howard;  1837,  John  Bailey,  B.  0th- 
man,  presiding  elder ;  1838,  D.  Culver;  1839,  Ephraim 
Capen;  1840-41,  Byron  Morse;  1842,  G.  H.  Win- 
chester (flA.y  members  in  the  church);  1843,  Charles 
Carter ;  1844,  K  A.  Lyon  ;  1845,  A.  Gardner ;  1846, 
Richard  Donkersly ;  1847,  William  Cone,  and  also  in 
1848;  1849,  Franklin  Garett;  1850,  W.  H.  Richards; 
1851,  A.  N.  Bodflsh,  also  in  1852  (this  year  a  reed 
organ  was  purchased,  taking  the  place  of  the  bugle, 
clarionets,  and  trumpets,  which  had  hitherto  furnished 
the  instrumental  music  in  the  church) ;  1853,  P.  Cady ; 
1854-55,  C.  Banning;  1856,  Charles  H.  Titus  (presid- 
ing elder ;  church  members,  one  hundred  and  five ; 
on  probation,  twenty;  five  hundred  and  fi fly  dollars 
paid  the  preacher) ;  1858,  H.  H.  Smith,  also  in  1859; 
1860,  John  N.  Coolidge ;  1861-62,  Lewis  B.  Bates ; 
1863,  Erastus  B.  Benton,  also  in  1864 ;  1865,  Asa  Bod- 
fish  (members,  one  hundred  and  seventy-four;  nine 
hundred  dollars  paid  for  preaching). 

In  1865  a  new  meeting-house  was  commenced. 
The  trustees  engaged  in  seeing  to  its  building  were 
Allen  Talbot,  James  H.  Codding,  George  F.  Gavitt, 
William  L.  Hathaway,  J.  R.  Talbot,  F.  A.  Horr,  a! 
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Cbace,  Eliakim  Briggs,  and  J.  W.  Hathaway.  A 
church  was  formed  at  South  Dighton  this  year,  and 
fourteen  members  were  transferred  to  it  by  letter. 
In  1866,  liev.  A.  N.  Bodfish  preached.  The  new 
church  was  fininlied  this  year,  the  wiiole  cost  being 
about  twenty  thousand  dollars.  It  was  dedicated 
Oct.  11,  1866,  Rev.  Mark  Trapton,  of  Providence, 
preaching  the  dedication  sermon.  The  centenary 
collection  of  the  church  this, year  amounted  to  six 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  all,  excepting  five' 
hundred  dollars  of  the  amount,  being  given  by  the 
North  Dighton  Furnace  Company.  The  whole  sum 
was  appropriated  towards  paying  for  the  new  church. 
Eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  three  dollars  was 
raised  in  all  by  the  society  this  year.  In  1867,  Rev. 
A.  N.  Bodfish  was  continued  at  North  Dighton,  at  a 
salary  of  one  thousand  dollars ;  in  1868,  T.  S.  Thomas 
(one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  members  in  the 
church);  in  1869,  W.  H.  Stetson,  also  in  1870;  1871, 
E.  T.  Jones;  1872,  G.  W.  Ballon  (salary,  eleven  hun- 
dred dollars;  members, one  hundred  and  eighty-five; 
probationers,  forty-one ;  Sunday-school  membership, 
three  hundred  and  seventeen) ;  in  1874,0.  W.  Ballou 
was  continued,  and  also  in  1875;  1876,  Rev.  Qcorge 
H.  Bates,  also  in  1877;  in  1879-80,  0.  W.  Wright. 
The  present  pastor  is  George  H.  Bates. 

Second  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.— In  March, 
1866,  an  energetic  effort  was  made  to  establish  a  Meth- 
odist Church  at  Dighton  Four  Corners.  Various  local 
preachers  had  before  this  time  been  preaching,  though 
without  much  regularity,  at  the  Broad  Cove  school- 
house.  At  the  time  referred  to  James  A.  Dean  was 
engaged  to  preach,  and  the  building  that  had  been 
known  as  the  Dighton  Academy  was  purchased  by  a 
joint-stock  company  for  a  meeting-house.  The  upper 
part  of  this  building  had  formerly  been  used  as  a 
Universalist  meeting-house  or  chapel,  as  it  was  called. 
It  had  been  raised  up,  and  a  story  built  underneath. 
The  first  meeting  of  the  Methodists  at  their  new  house 
was  held  April  8,  1866,  with  a  congregation  of  about 
fifty  persons.  Before  the  end  of  May  congregations 
of  one  hundred  and  upwards  were  obtained. 

The  church  was  organized  on  the  18th  of  May,  with 
a  membership  of  twenty-three.  A  strawberry  festi- 
val, held  in  June  of  that  year,  netted  one  hundred 
and  fifty-six  dollars,  and  the  proceeds  were  used  to 
purchase  a  cabinet  organ.  In  the  following  Septem- 
ber a  clam-bake,  given  by  the  society  in  Baylies' 
Grove,  added  somewhat  to  the  resources  of  the  young 
societv. 

In  1867  a  revival  commenced,  lasting  about  two 
months,  meetings  being  held  almost  every  evening. 
About  forty  converts  were  made.  At  the  close  of  the 
year  the  church  was  in  a  very  prosperous  condition. 
In  1868,  Mr.  Dean,  finding  that  his  salary  would  not 
meet  his  expenses,  left  for  the  pastorate  of  a  church 
in  Providence.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  H.  II. 
Smith,  and  he,  in  1872,  by  Rev.  A.  E.  Hall.  In  1874, 
Mr.  Hall  was  appointed  to  St.  Paul's  Church  in  Prov- 


idence, and  Rev.  V.  W.  Mattoon  was  appointed  in  his 
place.  Mr.  Mattoon  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Dennison 
L.  Brown,  and  he,  in  1877,  by  Rev.  John  Lindsey,  an 
Englishman  by  birth.  Mr.  Lindsey 's  successor  was 
Rev.  L.  P.  Causey,  who  was  followed  by  Rev.  8.  R 
Evans,  and  he  in  turn  by  the  present  pastor,  Rev.  F. 
D.  Sargent.  The  church  is  now  in  a  prosperous  con- 
dition. Annual  clam-bakes  and  strawberry  festivals 
are  an  established  custom  with  the  society,  and  are  a 
material  aid  to  its  finances,  as  they  are  to  the  sister 
society  at  North  Dighton,  and  to  the  Baptist  Society 
at  the  Four  Corners. 

The  Vnivarsalist  Society.— Nearly  forty  years  ago 
a  society  of  Universalists  was  formed  at  South  Digh- 
ton, and  a  neat  chapel,  of  the  Greek  temple  or  Par- 
thenon style  of  architecture,  albeit  the  material  was 
wood,  was  built  a  short  distance  east  of  the  Four  Cor- 
ners, on  a  pleasant  and  commanding  site.  At  that 
time,  and  for  some  years  before  and  afterwards,  there 
was  a  remarkable  intellectual  activity  in  New  Eng- 
land. Old  creeds  and  theological  dogmas  were  over- 
hauled and  criticised,  without  regard  to  their  age  or 
the  weight  of  authority  that  supported  them.  It  was 
an  epoch  when  men's  minds  were  uncommonly  recep- 
tive of  new  ideiui.  Emerson,  Alcott,  Thoreau,  Mar- 
garet Fuller,  and  other  gifted  and  earnest  men  and 
women  were  searching  in  German  philosophy  and  in 
the  theological  literature  of  India  and  other  Asiatic 
lands,  for  answers  to  questions  that  constantly  recur 
to  thoughtful  minds  as  to  the  meaning  of  this  visible 
universe  and  the  destiny  of  the  human  race.  Nor  was 
this  mental  activity  and  question-ing  confined  to  what 
are  termed  the  cultivated  classes.  The  carpenter  at 
his  bench,  the  blacksmith  at  his  forge,  the  shoemaker 
over  his  lapstone,  and  even  the  butcher  and  the  tin- 
peddler  from  their  wagons,  were  wont,  according  to 
their  various  gifts,  to  become  argumentative,  like 
Milton's  angels,  ''on  fate,  free-will,  foreknowledge 
absolute,"  or  on  subjects  quite  as  abstruse,  and,  like 
the  angels,  "found  no  end  in  wandering  mazes  lost" 
That  was  a  flourishing  period  for  isms  of  various  sorts, 
some  of  them  based  on  error  and  others  founded  on 
truths  of  the  greatest  moment  to  the  human  race. 
The  Universal ist  Society  in  Dighton  was  the  out- 
growth of  this  intellectual  ferment,  although  the  doc- 
trines believed  in  by  the  sect  had  long  been  familiar 
to  many,  through  the  published  sermons  of  John 
Murray  and  other  able  preachers  in  this  denomina- 
tion. Since  the  time  of  Origen  and  others  of  the 
early  church  Fathers,  the  doctrine  of  eternal  torment 
of  the  wicked  after  death  has  been  repulsive  to  many 
intelligent  minds,  driving  some  into  deism,  and  even 
into  atheism,  while  others  have  become  agnostics,  or 
have  taken  refuge  in  Socinianism,  Unitarianism,  or 
Universalism. 

For  several  years  the  society  at  the  Corners  was  in 
a  flourishing  condition,  the  congregation  meeting  in 
the  chapel  being  larger  in  numbers  than  the  one  that 
listened  to  Mr.  Gushee's  sermons  in  the  old  meeting- 
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house.  But  after  some  years  of  prosperity  various 
causes  led  to  the  decline  of  the  society,  and  the  meet- 
ings were  no  longer  kept  up.  The  chapel  was  sold 
and  was  converted  into  a  school-house,  called  the 
Dighton  Academy.'  The  columns  in  front  were  taken 
ofiy  the  building  was  raised  up,  and  a  story  or  base- 
ment was  built  underneath.  In  1866,  after  the  fail- 
ure of  the  academy  project,  the  building  was  bought 
by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  society  for  a  meeting- 
house. 

The  names  of  the  Universalist  ministers  who 
preached  at  the  chapel  were  Hewitt,  Hodston,  Cham- 
berlain, and  Arnold.  Of  these,  Mr.  8.  C.  Hewitt  was 
probably  the  most  talented  preacher,  but  was  appar- 
ently lacking  in  the  conservative  elements  of  charac- 
ter that  enter  into  the  composition  of  a  well-balanced 
mind,  this  deficiency  leading  him  to  engage  with  a 
zeal  untempered  with  a  sufficiency  of  knowledge  or 
wisdom  in  a  pseudo  science  like  phrenology,  and  into 
the  wildest  vagaries  while  investigating  what  are 
termed  the  phenomena  of  spiritualism,  a  class  of 
phenomena  needing  for  its  investigation  the  most 
level-headed  common  sense  and  a  thorough  scientific 
training.  When  to  these  qualifications  is  united  a 
fearless  pursuit  of  truth,  we  have  results  such  as  have 
been  given  to  the  world  by  the  distinguished  English 
scientists.  Professor  William  Crooks  and  Professor 
Alfred  R.  Wallace,  and  by  the  equally  distinguished 
German  investigator,  the  late  Professor  Zdllner. 

In  those  days  the  odium  theologicum  was  much  more 
bitter  than  at  present,  when  the  advance  of  liberal 
ideas  gives  promise  of  soon  breaking  down  the  walls  of 
sectarian  bigotry  and  prejudice,  and  no  doubt  to  many 
of  other  denominations,  Univorsnlism  and  infidelity 
were  almost  synonymous  terms.  It  may  have  been 
some  narrow-minded  member  of  one  of  the  so-called 
orthodox  societies  who  raked  out  of  the  limbo  of 
things  forgotten,  a  quartrain  of  old  Daniel  Defoe's, 
and  inscribed  it  with  a  pencil  on  one  of  the  columns 
of  the  chapel,  when  the  society  was  in  its  most 
flourishing  condition,  or  it  may  have  been  some  out- 
sider, with  a  turn  for  jesting,  who  had  no  objection  to 
stirring  up  the  Universalists  by  a  little  quotation  from 
an  unfamiliar  source.  Probability,  however,  favors 
the  latter  supposition.    The  lines  were  as  follows : 

*'  Whenorer  mints  erect  n  honte  of  prayer, 
The  deTil  nlwa^ii  bulltls  a  eknpH  there; 
And  *twlll  be  fonnd,  upon  examination, 
The  latter  bae  the  largnit  congregaUon/* 


1 1t  has  been  called  an  American  peculiarity  to  magnify  the  actual  by 
frequently  using  terms  of  Inrger  moaning  than  the  facta  will  warrant. 
Hut  the  prnlenslon  of  ternitng  an  onllnary  private  school,  without  en- 
dowment, or  llbmry,  or  apparatus,  and  without  a  corps  of  teachers,  an 
**  acailcmv,**  Is  not  peculiar  to  this  country  nor  to  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury. When  some  one  inqnireil  of  Doeweirs  father,  the  old  Laird  of 
Auchlnleck,  how  James  was  prospering,  the  reply.  In  broail  Scotch,  wss 
w  follows:  "There's  use  ho|)e  for  Jamie.  Jamie  has  gaen  clean  adafl. 
What  do  you  think,  mon?  lie's  done  wi*  Paoll— he's  off  wl*  the  laud- 
louplng  scoundrel  of  a  Gorslcan.  And  whose  tall  do  yon  think  he  has 
pinned  himself  to  now,  mon?  A  dominie,  mon— an  onid  dominie;  he 
keepit  a  schnle,  and  cnn*d  It  an  acaademy.** 


Such  sallies  as  this  were  but  little  regarded  by  the 
Universalists,'  who  were  wont  to'  retaliate  by  repeat- 
ing with  gusto  anecdotes  showing  up  their  orthodox 
friends  in  ridicule,  such  as  the  story  of  the  old  dea- 
con's exhortation  at  a  church  meeting:  ''Brethren, 
there  is,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  a  new  doctrine  going  about 
the  world ;  we  are  told  that  all  men  are  to  be  saved, 
but,  brethren,  let  us  hope  for  better  things." 

The  Christian  Baptist  Societies.-— Besides  the 
religious  organizations  of  which  sketches  have  been 
given  there  are  in  Dighton  two  Christian  Baptist 
Churches,  in  regard  to  the  founding  of  which,  or  the 
names  of  the  pastors  that  have  been  settled  over  them, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  information.  The 
first  of  these  is  in  the  west  part  of  the  town,  the  meet- 
ing-house being  the  one  in  which  Elder  Gk>ff  used  to 
preach  and  still  called  by  his  name,  and  the  second 
is  at  North  Dighton.  The  meeting-house  owned  by 
the  latter  society  was  probably  built  about  the  same 
time  as  the  old  Methodist  meeting-house. 

Besides  the  religious  societies  mentioned  there  are 
two  Christian  Baptist  societies  io  this  town,  of  the 
history  of  which  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  any 
definite  information.  The  one  at  West  Dighton  is 
now  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  Rev.  Otis  H.  Bates, 
and  the  one  at  North  Dighton  is  under  the  charge  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Bacheler. 

Manufactures. — ^There  are  many  people  now  liv- 
ing who  can  remember  the  days  when  the  spinning- 
wheel,  the  hand-loom,  and  the  dye-tub  were  to  be 
found  in  use  in  almost  every  farmer's  family,  and 
when  homespun  cloth  of  wool  and  of  flax  was  used 
almost  exclusively  for  the  dress  of  men  and  women, 
as  well  as  for  bed  and  table  coverings.  How  the 
women  of  that  time  managed  to  do  all  the  spinning, 
weaving,  and  dyeing  needful  to  be  done  in  their  house- 
holds, and  bring  up  their  large  families  besides,  is  a 
mystery  to  their  novel-reading  granddaughters  of  to- 
day, who  "  toil  not,  neither  do  they  spin," — at  least, 
nothing  more  substantial  than  the  yarns  of  gossip. 

There  was,  no  doubt,  as  much  done  in  this  town  in 
early  times  in  the  way  of  such  domestic  manufac- 
tures as  have  been  mentioned  as  in  other  country 
towns  of  its  size.  In  one  industry,  however,  Dighton 
probably  forestalled  all  the  other  towns  in  the  State. 
This  was  the  business  of  raising  silk- worms  and  the 
reeling  and  manufacture  of  silk  from  the  cocoons, 
which  was  introduced  into  this  town  by  Mrs.  Sarah 
Hart  more  than  half  a  century  ago.  Mrs.  Hart  not 
only  raised  and  manufactured  the  silk,  but  she  taught 
the  mysteries  of  the  business  to  others,  so  that  at  one 


*  Among  the  prominent  members  of  tlie  society  were  Anthony  Seed, 
Joseph  Pitts,  Oapt  William  Cobb,  and  bis  two  brothers,  Oapts.  Oeorge 
and  DetOnmln,  MaJ.  diaries  Whltmarsh  and  W.  B.  Whitmartb,  and 
Bradfonl  Pratt.  Mr.  Reed  was  a  Inmber-dealer,  trader,  and  master-car- 
penter;  Mr.  Pitts  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  was  Jnstloe  of  the  peMa, 
anil  represented  the  town  In  the  Legislature  In  1842-44;  Mi^.  Whit* 
marsh  n-as  a  trader  and  sblp-bullder;  Oapt.  W.  B.  Whltmarsh  was  post- 
master for  many  years ;  Bradford  Pratt  was  a  sarreyor,  sehool-teaeher, 
and  Justice  of  the  peace ;  he  was  a  member  of  the  Leglslatare  In  1848-49. 
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time  there  waa  quiM  a  number  of  people  inlerested 
in  Lhe  occupation  id  a  tmM  waj.  That  was  abnut 
the  time  of  the  JUbruj  multieautU  mania,  which  waa 
started  by  Prince,  the  Flushing,  L.  I.,  nuracrymHii, 
who  had  these,  aa  he  described  them,  woDJerful  mul- 
berry-lreea  for  Bale,  quite  a  number  of  which  were 
aet  out  in  this  town,  and  some  of  them  have  grown 
into  large  trees.  Further  mention  of  the  Hilt-cullure 
and  manufacture  in  Digbton  wtU  be  found  in  the  ap- 
pendix. Now  that  tiie  inaouracture  of  silk  gooita  has 
attained  to  such  dimenaiona  in  the  United  6tatca, 
there  being  in  1S80  three  hundred  und  eighty-throe 
factories,  producing  ailk  goods  valued  at  over  thirty- 
four  million  dollar^,'  it  is  interesting  to  know  that 
this  town  was  the  pioneer  in  the  business  in  this 
State,  and  that  here  were  grown  the  Gul  specimens  of 
the  larva)  of  the  Bombyx  mori  (or  ailk-worm  moth) 
«Ter  seen  in  Massachusetts. 

The  manufacture  of  textile  fabrics  by  machinery 
was  commenced  In  this  town  in  the  yeiir  1S09,  when 
t,  small  cotton -factory  waa  built  on  the  Three-Mile 
River  at  North  Digbton.'  Thia  was  called  Wheeler's 
factory,  from  the  agent,  Nathaniel  Wheeler.  Thia  old 
building,  which  had  been  leased  by  various  parties, 
waa  burned  in  February,  1881,  at  the  time  of  the 
paper-mill  fire. 

In  1810  another  and  larger  cottoii-miti  waa  built  on 
the  Three-Mile  River,  about  a  fourth  of  a  mile  above 
Wheeler'a  mill.  The  new  factory  waa  fur  some  years 
known  as  the  Bristol  mill,  some  of  the  owncnt  living 
In  that  town.  It  is  now  Icnown  as  the  Mount  Hope 
mill.  The  building  was  raised  on  the  Fourth  of  July, 
a  large  crowd  being  collected  at  the  raising,  and  a 
barrel  of  rum  being  required  to  moisten  the  throats 
of  those  who  worked,  and  of  tlioae  who  assisted,  in 
the  French  sense  of  the  term,  by  looking  on.  Thomas 
8.  Baylies,  who  was  one  of  the  owners,  sold  the  com- 
pany the  land  for  the  mill-aite,  and  also  the  water- 
power  privilege,  being  an  inheritance  from  his  father, 
Nicholas  Bayliea.  The  property  baa  hod  a  number  of 
ownera  and  lesaees,  among  the  latter  being  Theophi" 
lua,  Azuriah,  and  Jervis  Shove,  deceased,  who  ciirrieil 
on  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goodii  for  some  yean. 
The  original  building  has  been  enlarged  hy  iid- 
ditions. 

The  present  proprietors  of  the  Mount  Hope  mill 
are  StaHbrd  &  Company,  John  W.  Chadwick  being 
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the  superinlendf  nt.  Si  t  thousand  four  hundred  spin- 
dles are  run.  About  a  hundred  handa  are  employed, 
turning  out  fifly-four  thousand  pimndauf  hosiery  yarn 
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The  other  principal  manufacturing  establish  meat 
at  North  Dightou  is  the  paper-mill  of  L.  Lincoln  A 
Co.,  which  employs  some  twcnty-nve  hands,  and  turna 
out  daily  about  six  thousand  pounds  of  manilla  and 
and  other  paper.  The  junior  members  of  tbe  firm 
are  Edward  and  Jaiuca  M.  Lincoln.  The  mill  WW* 
eaiabliahed  in  1800  by  Caleb  M.  and  lionato  Linonlii. 
Uu  tbe  death  of  the  (Irat-named,  a  few  yeant  alter- 
wiinls,  the  flrm-name  was  changed  to  that  of  L.  Lin- 
coln &.  Co.  Tbe  llrm  lias  been  burnt  out  twice,  the 
last  time  in  1881.  The  new  building  is  a  auliatantiid 
brick  structure,  and  the  mill  ia  probably  one  of  lite 
best  appointed  in  tbe  State.  The  property  1*  owned 
by  the  Digbton  Manufacturing  Company,  a  firm  that 
was  incorporated  in  1622  for  the  manufacture  of  col- 
ton  gimda,  in  what  waa  called  Wheeler's  factory.  At 
that  time  the  company  conaistod  of  Israel  Brayton, 
Oliver  Cbace,  Etiab  B.  Dean,  ICliaha  Lincoln,  Nahum 
Mitchell,  Jamea  Maxwell,  Clark  Shove,  Nicliulaa 
Stevens,  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  and  Natlian  Williams. 
The  com[>aiiy  is  not  nuw  engaged  in  ninnufactiiring, 
but  leases  all  \U  property.  It  owns  real  estate  on  the 
Taunton  aide  of  tbe  river,  as  well  as  in  Dighton.  in- 
cluding the  "pipe-shop"  on  tbe  east  side.  This  build- 
ing was  formerly  occupied  by  Oeorge  F.  Qavitt,  in 
company  with  others,  for  tlie  manufacture  of  gas- 
pipea.  It  has  lately  been  converted  into  a  wool- 
washing  establishment,  under  the  firm-name  uf  Scott 
A  Talbot.  The  water-power  privilege  is  uwned  by 
the  Dighton  Manufacturing  Company.  This  com- 
pany formerly  had  a  ainall  cnpola  furnace  on  the 
"  island,"  where  caatinga  of  various  kinds  were  made. 
Nearly  two  centuriem  ago  there  was  an  iron-fnroace 
ou  the  island,  owned  by  members  of  the  Walker 
family,  of  Taunton,  who  alxo  owned  several  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  the  vicinity.  The  Walkers  inanufnc- 
tured  iron  from  bog-ore  dug  on  their  own  laud. 
Further  reference  to  (his  iron-works  will  bo  found  in 
the  appendix,  in  the  genealogical  bislory  of  the 
Walkers,  and  also  a  brief  mention  of  Niuliolas  St«5- 
vens'  saw-  and  grist-mill  thai  stootl  near  the  iron- 

Another  manufacturing  establishment  at  North 
Dighton  is  the  Waldron  bakery,  established  more 
than  thirty  years  ago  by  Francis  Waldron. 

Although  situated  in  Taunton,  yet  tbe  Dighton 
Furnace  Compajiy's  worka  are  so  near  the  boundury 
line  as  to  ninke  the  name  aecm  not  inappropriate. 
Besides,  the  works  employ  numbers  of  Dighton  men, 
and  the  treasurer,  Mr.  James  H.  Codding,  is  a  reai- 
dent  of  this  town.  Not  far  from  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men  are  employed  in  this  oslabliBhinent,  which 
is  a  great  aid  to  the  prosperity  of  North  Digbtun 
village.  If  the  boundary  line  between  Dighton  and 
Taunton  bad  been  establiabed  as  was  at  first  couletu- 


DIGHTON. 


247 


plated  when  this  town  was  laid  out,  the  Dighton 
Furnace  Works,  the  wool-washing  establishment, 
Rose's  nickel-plating  shop,  the  North  Dighton  Rail- 
road depot,  with  twenty  or  thirty  dwelling-houses 
and  several  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  are  now 
within  the  limits  of  Taunton,  would  belong  to  this 
town.  The  division  line  between  Dighton  and  Taun- 
ton, starting  from  near  the  northwest  corner  of  this 
town,  runs  in  a  straight  line  in  a  southeasterly  course 
until  it  reaches  the  pond  just  above  the  Mount  Hope 
mill ;  thence  it  follows  the  sinuous  course  of  Three- 
Mile  River  down  to  its  junction  with  Taunton  River. 
When  Dighton  was  laid  out  it  was  proposed  that  the 
northern  boundary  line,  instead  of  following  down 
the  Three-Mile  River,  should  continue  straight  on  in 
tlie  southeasterly  course  to  Taunton  River,  and  across 
the  latter  stream  to  the  Freetown  line.  This  would 
have  brought  the  irregularly  triangular  tract  between 
the  Three-Mi le  River  and  Taunton  River  into  this 
town,  where  it  naturally  belongs. 

There  are  many  good  reasons  for  having  this  pro- 
posed boundary  line  established  now,  and  the  triangu- 
lar strip  of  territory  mentioned  annexed  to  Dighton. 
This  would  do  away  with  the  mistakes  and  confusion 
arising  from  the  fact  that  the  North  Dighton  Rail- 
road depot  and  the  Dighton  Furnace  are  now  in 
Taunton.  Besides,  to  use  the  language  of  diplomacy, 
it  would  "  rectify  our  frontier,''  and  would  unite  under 
one  town  government  the  village  that  has  grown  up 
on  both  sides  of  Three-Mile  River,  and  which  now  is 
inconvenienced  by  being  partly  under  town  and 
partly  under  municipal  government.  It  is  believed, 
besides,  that  annexation  to  this  town  would  be  no 
detriment,  but  an  advantage  to  those  dwelling  on  the 
territory  in  question,  or  owning  real  estate  there, 
through  the  much  lower  rate  of  taxation  prevailing 
in  this  town  than  in  Taunton.  The  question  of  an- 
nexation, however,  is  one  in  which  the  people  on  the 
territory  described  must  take  the  initiative. 

Water-Fower  of  the  Segreganset—The  Segre- 
ganset  River  runs  its  course  almost  wholly  within  the 
limits  of  this  town.  Excepting  near  its  mouth,  where 
it  joins  the  Taunton,  it  is  little  more  than  a  brook. 
One  branch  of  it  rises  in  the  west  part  of  the  town, 
near  GofTs  Hill,  and  another  takes  its  rise  in  the  ex- 
treme northwest  corner ;  these  branches  unite  at  the 
pond,  just  above  the  saw-mill  and  grist-mill  of  J.  T. 
W.  Reed.  At  this  point,  on  the  east  side  of  the  road, 
there  was  formerly  a  small  cotton-mill,  called  the 
White-Tlirch  factory,  which  was  burnt  more  than 
forty  years  ago,  while  it  was  being  run  by  David 
Westcoat,  now  of  Taunton.  Just  above  the  site  of 
the  White-Birch  mill  one  Simeon  Williams  had  a 
saw-mill  in  the  last  century,  and  near  by  was,  at  a 
later  date,  the  lap-mill  of  Joshua  Williams,  the  build- 
ing having  been  previously  used  for  the  making  of 
plugs  for  ship-carpenters'  use  by  Isaac  Babbitt. 
About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  west  of  the  brick  meeting- 
house is  the  pond  that  gives  power  for  the  forge  and 


grist-mill  of  Albert  Briggs,  son  of  Joseph  Briggs, 
who  carried  on  business  here  for  many  yean.  The 
property  has  been  in  the  family  for  a  long  period. 
About  one  hundred  and  eighty  yearn  ago  one  Matthew 
Briggs  came  over  from  England,  and  brought  the 
machinery  for  a  forge  and  grist-mill,  which  was  set 
up  at  this  place.  Mr.  Briggs  was  one  of  the  deacons 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  A  part  of  his  busi- 
ness was  the  making  of  pod-augem  for  carpenters' 
use,  that  being  in  the  "good  old  pod-auger  days," 
before  the  screw-auger  was  invented. 

Just  below  the  Briggs  Forge,  and  not  far  from 
Leonard  Horton's  house,  there  was  many  years  ago 
a  fulling-mill,  all  traces  of  which,  as  well  as  its  his- 
tory, have  long  ago  disappeared.  A  short  distance 
below  the  east  and  west  road  that  leads  to  the  Upper 
Four  Corners  is  a  stone  building  which  was  built  in 
1822,  by  Capt.  David  Perry,  for  a  machine-shop.  On 
his  failure  in  business  the  property  was  sold,  and  the 
building  was  afterwards  occupied  as  a  tack-mill  by 
various  parties.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  the 
stone  building  there  was,  many  years  ago,  a  flaxseed-oil 
mill,  but  by  whom  it  was  owned  or  when  it  was  built 
are  not  now  known.  It  was  an  unfortunate  concern, 
and  the  machinery  was  said  to  have  been  bewitched 
by  .an  old  woman  who  had  a  spite  against  th6  owner. 
No  sooner  was  it  started  to  running  than  some  part 
of  it  would  break  down.  The  iron  spindle  of  the  mill- 
stone seemed  to  be  the  particular  object  of  the  old  lady's 
evil  spells,  for  it  would  melt  down  almost  as  soon  as 
the  mill  started,  although  its  bearings  were  liberally 
supplied  with  tallow  and  other  lubricants.  That  was 
long  after  the  time  of  that  zealous  divine  and  witch- 
hunter.  Cotton  Mather,  and  none  of  the  women  of 
the  neighborhood  were  hung  or  tortured  on  suspicion 
of  having  bewitched  the  oil-mill.  The  building  was 
afterwards  used  as  a  tqb-  and  pail-factory  by  a  Mr. 
Willard,  the  lower  part  being  used  by  Mr.  Cummings 
as  a  blacksmith-shop.  The  witch  spell  seemed  to 
cling  to  it  to  the  end,  for  it  took  fire  from  friction  one 
night,  and  was  destroyed.  A  plank  had  been  run 
through  the  spokes  of  the  water-wheel  to  prevent  its 
turning,  but  a  freshet  coming  on,  the  pressure  of  the 
water  broke  the  plank,  and  the  machinery  started 
into  rapid  motion.  As  there  was  not  enough  oil  on 
the  bearings  to  prevent  friction,  the  building  was  in 
flames  before  morning.  Afterwards  a  saw-mill  was 
built  on  the  site  by  Joseph  Briggs.  About  half  a 
mile  below  the  site  of  the  oil-mill  was  the  tack-factory 
of  Nathaniel  Leonard  &  Son,  built  about  the  year 
1845,  and  which  ran  twenty-two  machines  until  within 
a  few  years,  when  the  concern  was  sold  out  to  the 
combination  of  tack  manufacturers,  and  has  since 
been  idle. 

Mr.  Leonard  was  a  skillful  mechanic,  and  for  some 
years  was  the  only  manufacturer  in  the  county  of  the 
plated  rolls  used  by  jewelers.  He  was  also  the 
inventor  of  a  tack-machine  identical  with  what  is 
called  the  Blanchard  machine,  but  was  forestalled  in 
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getting  a  patent  by  Blanchard.  Some  distan 
the  Leonard '  factory,  on  tbe  road  that  wita  formerly 
one  of  the  boundaries  between  Dighton  and  Welliiig- 
toD,  waa  tbe  grist-mill  known  iu8iminonB' mill,  which 
has  not  been  runniug  for  many  yenra, 

Of  all  the  many  manufacluring  enterprises  that 
have  been  started  on  the  Segreganaet  River  only  two 
are  in  operation  at  the  present  time,  Mr.  Keed's  saw- 
mill and  Mr.  Briggs'  forge  and  grist-mill.  Elderly 
and  middle-aged  people,  who  have  been  familiar  with 
the  stream  from  boyhood,  say  that  the 
water  it  curries  down  is  much  less  than  n 
when  they  were  young.  This  is  probably  true  of  tbe 
other  streams  in  this  town.  They  have  apparently 
shrunk  within  tbe  last  thirty  or  forty  years.  The 
reason  for  this  shrinkage  is  no  doubt  to  be  found  iu 
the  cutting  off  of  the  woods  in  the  north  and  west 
part  of  the  town. 

Sally  Richmond's  Brook.— This  stream,  named 
for  one  of  the  old  maiden  ladies  before  mentioned, 
takes  ita  rise  in  the  swamps  northwest  of  Hunter's 
Hill,  runs  at  firat  a  northeasterly  course,  crossing  the 
road  leading  lo  I'itta'  Corner  from  the  Four  Corners 
twice,  then  turns  southeasterly,  skirting  the  base  of 
Richmond  Hill,  and  loses  itself  in  the  oozy  So 
Muddy  Cove,  near  the  color-works  of  J.  C.  Jessop 
&Oo. 

There  were  formerly  in  operation  on  this  small 
stream  a  oliingle-mill  and  a  forge,  both  on  the  west 
road.  The  first,  owned  by  Gen.  William  Pock,  who 
used  to  saw  cedar  shingles  in  the  winter,  there  not 
generally  being  water  enough  in  the  summer  for  the 
purpose.  Qen.  William  Peck,  who  owned  the  farm 
that  formerly  belonged  to  the  father  of  Commodore 
Talbot,  was  born  in  Swansea.  April  12,  1795.  His 
father's  name  waa  Thomas,  who  married  Elizabeth 
Mason,  of  Swausea.  William  Peck  was  colonel  of 
the  First  Regiment,  Second  Brigade  of  the  county 
militia  from  Aug.  27,  1S2S,  to  8ept.  11, 1B30,  when  he 
iras  promoted  brigadier-general  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
consisting  of  five  regiments  and  a  battalion  of  artil- 
lery. He  was  also  presidoot  of  the  court-mnrtini 
which  met  in  Boston  for  the  trial  of  Lieut.-Col.  O.  8. 
Wiuthrop  for  failing  to  properly  do  escort  duty  with 
his  command  on  election-day  in  1S32.  His  unlliiich- 
ing  firmness  on  this  occasion  and  his  somewhat  stern 
expression  of  features  woo  him,  in  the  iiowapapur  re- 
ports of  tbe  aOair,  the  sobriquet  of  Oen.  Pluck.  He 
married  Lemira  Mason,  daughter  of  Job  Mason,  of 
Swansea.  They  had  four  daughters,  whom  he  used  to 
term  his  bushel  of  girls.  Hia  death  occurred  in  Octo- 
ber, 1H51,  bis  wife  surviving  him  three  years, 

The  forge  and  blacksmith -shop  of  Matthew  Briggs 
stood  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  Gen.  Peck's 
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shingle-mill.  There  was  s  small  pond  in  the  rear, 
from  which  a  flume  led  to  the  undershot -wheel  that 
carried  the  tilt-hnmmer.  Mr.  Briggs  was  a  man  of 
FalsIaSlan  proportions,  and  almost  of  Falslufflau 
humor.  He  was  quick  at  repartee,  his  eyea  would 
twinkle  under  his  round  spec tticles,  and  his  rotund 
form  would  shake  with  laughter  at  anything  tJiat 
tickled  his  fancy.  He  was,  withal,  a  skillAil  smith, 
and  could  make  almost  anything  in  his  line  from  a 
hone-nail  to  a  monkey-wrench.  His  forge  being  near 
the  school-house,  the  boys  used  to  And  it  a  fascinating 
place  of  resort  during  recess,  especially  when  tbe 
trip-hammer  was  in  motion,  sending  borizoiital  nhow- 
ers  of  sparks  from  the  white  mass  of  metal  it  waa 
beating  into  shape.  Mr.  Briggs  was  captain  of  the 
Second  Company  of  Dighton  militia  from  1S18  to 
1822.  His  father's  name  was  MaUhew,  and  he  was  a 
seventh  son ;  ho  also  had  seven  sons,  the  youngest  of 
whom  ought,  according  to  the  old  superstition  about 
seventh  son  of  seventh  son,  to  be  endowed  with  the 
gift  of  curing  by  touch  tbe  king's  evil,  Matthew 
Briggs'  forge  has  long  been  torn  down,  the  dam  leveled, 
and  the  pond  converted  into  a  meadow. 

The  only  manufacturing  establishment  now  in  op- 
eration  on  Sally  Richmond's  Brouk  is  the  colur- 
grinding  works  of  J.  C.  Jessop  &  Co.,  already  men- 
tioned, steam  being  the  motive  power,  and  the  water 
of  the  little  pond,  formed  by  a  dam  across  the  stream, 
being  only  used  for  manufucluring  purjiosea.  From 
twenty  to  twenty-five  hands  are  employed,  and  the 
colors  produced  are  chiolly  intended  fur  the  printing 
of  wall-papers.  The  building  was  erected  in  ItiGl  for 
the  manufacture  of  woolen  cloths.  A  company  was 
formed  consisting  of  Capt.  William  Cobb,  of  this 
town,  Oeorge  G.  Crocker,  of  Taunton,  Dr.  Bumuel 
West,  of  Tiverton,  R,  I.,  Thom^  Whitridge,  of  Bal- 
timore, anil  others.  The  capital  stock  was  at  first 
forty  thousand  dollars,  afterwords  increased  to  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  and  then  to  seventy -five  thousand 
dollars.  In  1864  the  company  held  pro]>erty,  accord- 
ing to  a  sworn  sUitement  of  the  directors,  valued  at 
one  hundred  and  twonty-niua  thousand  dollars,  witli 
a  debt  of  eighty-one  tliousaud  dollars.  Guorge  G. 
Cruckur  won  tliu  first  president  of  thu  company,  iiiiil 
Capt.  Cobb,  truusurur.  The  business  was  not  con* 
duct4id«o  as  tobu  financially  prolltable,und  uflcr  the  i 
catubllshnienL  was  burned,  in  18U7,  an  upper  story  of  ' 
wood  was  built  on  to  the  brick  walls,  which  remained 
standing,  and  tbe  manufacture  of  furnituro  was  com- 
menced by  a  new  com  pony,  with  a.  capital  stock  of 
sixty  thousand  dollars.  Of  the  six  hundred  shores, 
Copt.  Cobb  held  two  hundred  and  ninety.  The  other 
principal  shareholders  were  Gordon  Uartlelt,ofBulem, 
Stephen  Bartletl,orChnrtestown,and  Edward  Gordon, 
of  Boston,  the  latter  being  president  of  the  ciiin[uiay. 
The  manufacture  of  furniture  did  nut  prove  profitable, 
and  the  business  was  soon  abaiidond,  and  tbe  uom- 
pany  dissolved.  The  building  was  next  used  for  the 
niunnfacture  of  white-leud,  and  was  kimwii  m  the 
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Albion  Lead- Works.  Capt.  Cobb  was  a  large  stock- 
holder, as  were  several  prominent  Taunton  men.  The 
business  was  conducted  at  a  loss  for  some  years.  May 
2f  1878,  early  in  the  morning,  the  building  was  burned 
for  the  second  time.  It  has  since  been  partially  re- 
built by  the  color-works  company. 

Capt.  William  Cobb,  previously  mentioned  as 
prominently  connected  with  the  woolen-mill,  the  fur- 
niture factory,  and  the  lead-works,  was  also  concerned 
in  manufacturing  enterprises  in  the  buildings  near 
the  town-landing,  now  owned  and  occupied  by  the 
Dighton  Stove-Lining  Company.  The  first  manufac- 
turing establishment  on  this  site  was  a  steam  saw-mill 
erected  more  than  a  generation  ago,  and  used  for  the 
manufacture  of  shingles  from  southern  cedar,  nail- 
kegs,  sashes,  blinds,  and  doors.  This  building  was 
burnt  while  it  was  occupied  by  Shove  and  Stur- 
tevant,  sash,  door,  and  blind  manufacturers.  It  was 
rebuilt  by  a  joint-stock  company,  o(  which  Capt. 
Cobb,  Anthony  Beed,  and  others  were  members,  Mr. 
Reed  being  the  agent.  The  business  was  not  con- 
ducted so  as  to  be  profitable,  and  the  establishment 
was  soon  turned  into  a  tack  manufactory  under  other 
managers,  and  styled  the  Union  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, of  which  Capt.  Cobb  was  the  president.  The 
capital  stock  of  this  company  in  1857  was  sixteen 
thousand  dollars.  Stephen  Rhodes  was  the  treasurer^ 
and  in  1861  was  president  of  the  company.  In  1865 
a  new  company  was  formed  under  the  name  of  the 
Dighton  Tack  Company,  in  which  several  Boston  men 
were  interested,  Jeremiah  Abbott  of  that  city  being 
the  president.  The  capital  stock  of  this  company  in 
1866  was  eighty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  amount  of 
property  belonging  to  it  was  estimated  in  the  sworn 
ccrtiricatc  of  the  directors  to  be  one  hundred  and 
forty-three  thousand  dollars,  with  liabilities  amount- 
ing to  fifly-four  thousand  dollars.  After  other  changes 
in  the  ownership  the  tack  manufactory  was  bought  by 
the  combination  of  tack  manufacturers,  and  the  busi- 
ness was  abandoned  in  Dighton.  The  premises  have 
since  been  used  for  the  manufacture  of  stove-linings 
and  fire-brick. 

In  1866  a  bulling  was  erecte<l  just  north  of  the 
tack  factory  for  an  iron- works,  and  a  company  was 
formed  under  the  name  of  the  Dighton  Rolling-mill 
Company,  of  which  Enoch  Robinson,  Jr.,  was  presi- 
dent, and  Capt.  Cobb  treasurer.  The  capital  stock 
was  forty-four  thousand  dollars.  In  1868  the  capital 
stock  was  increased  to  eighty  thousand  dollars.  In 
the  great  gale  of  September,  1869,  the  building  was 
partially  wrecked,  and  soon  afterwards  it  was  burnt 
to  the  ground  by  an  incendiary  fire.  The  business 
had  not  proved  a  profitable  one  as  it  had  been  man- 
aged, and  the  works  were  not  rebuilt. 

William  Cobb  was  born  in  Taunton  in  1811.  He 
was  the  ^on  of  Charles  and  Rhoda,  n^  Dean.  He 
was  connected,  though  not  by  direct  descent,  with 
Gen.  David  Cobb,  of  the  Revolutionary  period,  who 
afterwards,  during  Shay's  rebellion,  when  the  court- 


house in  Taunton  was  threatened  by  an  angry  mob^ 
emphatically  informed  the  turbulent  crowd  that  he 
would  ''  either  sit  as  a  judge,  or  die  as  a  general.'' 

Capt.  Cobb  came  to  Dighton  to  reside  about  the 
year  1887,  and  was  followed  by  his  brothers  George 
and  Benjamin,  who  were  also  sea-captains.  He  bought 
the  farm  that  was  formerly  the  Bragg  farm.  In  1840, 
in  connection  with  other  parties,  he  built  the  bark 
"  Elizabeth  Hall."  In  1849  he  went  to  California  in 
command  of  the  bark  "  Ann,''  carrying  a  company  of 
gold-hunters.  After  his  return  he  gave  up  the  sea,  and 
entered  into  business  pursuits  on  the  land.  He  built 
a  large  wharf  and  store  now  owned  by  the  Old  Colony 
Iron  Company,  and  was  for  many  years  the  agent  of 
that  company  in  transporting  their  coal  and  iron  to 
East  Taunton.  He  also  built  a  number  of  vessels  at 
his  wharf,  the  last  of  which,  built  in  1874,  was  a 
barkentine,  named  for  himself.  In  1867  the  Rhode 
Island  coal-mine  was  bought  by  a  company  consisting 
of  himself,  Samuel  L.,  and  George  A.  Crocker.  He  was 
one  of  the  originators  of  the  Dighton  and  Somerset 
Railroad  Company,  and  was  president  of  the  com- 
pany when  the  charter  was  sold  to  the  Old  Colony 
Company.  He  also  contracted  to  build  the  bridge 
across  the  river  at  Somerset,  one  of  the  longest  bridges 
in  New  England,  and  took  the  contract  to  cut  through 
the  "  Pinnacle*'  ledge  in  Stoughton,  afler  other  con- 
tractors had  abandoned  the  work.  He  was  also  in- 
fluential in  getting  the  new  carriage-road  built  from 
Dighton  to  Somerset,  across  Broad  Cove,  and  also  the 
one  starting  from  near  his  house,  and  running  north 
across  Segreganset  River,  to  join  the  old  stage-road.' 
Capt.  Cobb  was  also  interested  in  the  brick  business  at 
Medford,  in  this  State,  and  at  Haverstraw,  on  the  Hud- 
son River.  He  died  suddenly,  of  heart-dbease,  in  his 
state-room,  on  board  of  one  of  the  Fall  River  and 
New  York  steamboats,  while  on  his  way  home  from 
the  latter  city,  July  31, 1875.  Capt  Cobb  was  twice 
married.  His  first  wife  was  a  Peckham,  by  whom  he 
had  two  children.  His  second  wife  was  Miss  Emma 
Lubec,  of  this  town,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons  and 
two  daughters. 

Whatever  judgment  may  be  passed  upon  Capt 
Cobb's  business  methods,  and  some  of  them  have 
been  severely  criticised,  no  one  who  knew  him  will 
deny  that  he  ^b»  a  man  of  energetic  and  enterprising 
character,  of  large  personal  magnetism,  enabling  him 
to  secure  the  co-operation  of  others  in  any  project 
or  undertaking  in  which  he  was  interested,  or  that 
he  was  kind  and  genial  in  his  relations  to  his  family 
and  his  friends. 

Various  Topics. — Dighton  has  been  represented 
in  mathematics  by  John  D.  Williams,  son  of  Jared 
and  Martha,  who  was  born  in  the  year  1800.  He 
was  early  in  life  quite  noted  as  a  mathematician,  and 

1  Cnpt.  Cobb  And  Charles  W.  BriggB  took  the  contract  to  build  Broad 
Gove  bridge,  which  wm  Unlit  In  1866.  The  new  road  and  bridge  over 
the  Srcregnntet  were  bnllt  the  rame  jear.  Thene  Improvaments  wera 
much  noe<Ieil,  nnd  hiiTe  bepii  a  great  convenience  to  the  tinvellng  paUic. 
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published  a  little  text-book  on  algebra,  which  has 
long  been  out  of  print.  The  author  was  not  remark- 
able for  intelligence  in  matters  outside  of  the  domain 
of  figures  or  their  algebraic  symbols,  thus  adding  an- 
other to  the  many  similar  illustrations  of  the  psycho- 
logic fact  that  the  mathematical  faculty  is  frequently 
largely  developed  in  people  of  otherwise  very  ordi- 
nary intellectual  gidts. 

Mr.  Williams  was  a  mason  by  trade.  He  took  the 
contract  to  build  the  city  hall  in  Fall  River,  but  the 
city  authorities,  afler  he  had  worked  for  some  time, 
perceiving  that  the  work  was  not  being  properly  done, 
annulled  the  contract  and  gave  the  job  to  another  per- 
son. Mr.  Williams  led  a  somewhat  irregular  life,  and, 
having  laid  by  nothing  for  a  rainy  day,  his  closing 
years  were  spent  in  the  almshouse.  His  father,  Jared 
Williams,  was  a  very  peculiar  and  eccentric  man, 
especially  in  his  speech. 

In  art  this  town  has  furnished  a  worthy  represen- 
tative in  Jesse  Talbot,  son  of  Josiah  and  Lydia, 
who  resided  on  a  farm  in  the  northwest  part  of  the 
town. 

Jesse  was  born  April  1, 1805,  and  was  the  youngest 
of  eight  children.  Before  he  had  reached  the  age  of 
manhood  he  went  to  Dedham,  in  this  State,  and  was 
employed  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Dr.  Wheaton. 
From  Dedham  he  removed  to  New  York  City,  where 
he  was  appointed  secretary  of  the  American  Tract 
Society  and  married  the  daughter  of  a  clergyman. 
Having  shown  considerable  talent  in  drawing  and 
painting  in  his  youth,  he  was  induced  by  the  persua- 
sions of  his  friends,  as  well  as  by  his  own  inclina- 
tion, to  adopt  the  profession  of  a  landscape  painter. 
Thenceforward  he  devoted  his  life  to  the  practice  of 
his  art,  and  with  considerable  success,  his  pictures 
linding  a  ready  sale,  and  many  of  them  being  en- 
graved on  steel  for  the  magazines  and  annuals  of 
that  period.  His  pictures  of  views  on  the  Hudson 
River  and  Rockland  Lake  were  especially  admired. 

Probably  many  worldly-wise  people  would  have 
considered  Jesse  Talbot's  adoption  of  the  profession 
of  landscape  painter,  at  a  time  when  there  was  not 
nearly  the  taste  for  art  in  the  United  States  that  there 
is  at  present,  and  when  artistic  work  was  compara- 
tively poorly  remunerated,  as  having  some  connection 
with  his  having  been  born  on  "All-Fools'  day."  Yet, 
if  he  did  not  amass  a  fortune  by  his  art,  as  Bierstadt, 
Church,  and  a  few  other  American  artists  have  done 
in  later  years,  he  at  least  secured  a  moderate  compe- 
tence; and  probably  with  him,  as  with  many  others, 
the  practice  of  liis  art  was  its  own  exceeding  great 
reward,  and  pecuniary  considerations  were  of  second- 
ary importance. 

Dighton  Rock. — Any  sketch,  however  fragment- 
ary, of  the  history  of  thin  town  that  made  no  mention 
of  Dighton  Rock  would  be,  to  use  the  hackneyed 
simile,  like  the  play  of  Hamlet  with  the  part  of  the 
Prince  of  Denmark  left  out,  or,  U)  use  a  fresher  and 
more  apposite  coniparison,  it  would  be  like  a  descrip- 


tion of  Newport  with  no  mention  of  the  old  Stone 
Mill. 

In  considering  the  diverse  theories  that  have  been 
advanced  as  to  the  genesis  of  the  sculptured  charac- 
ters on  this  famous  rock,  and  the  difficulty,  if  not  the 
impossibility,  of  proving  or  disproving  either  of  them, 
it  would  seem  as  if  the  genius  of  mystery  were  brood- 
ing over  the  spot,  hiding  with  an  impenetrable  cur- 
tain the  meaning  of  the  semi-obliterated  characters, 
and  one  recalls  the  inscription  before  the  mysterious 
temple  of  Isis,  "  Yesterday,  to-day,  forever,  and  no 
mortal  hath  lifted  my  veil." 

That  the  controversy  over  this  rock  is  not  yet  en- 
tirely settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  everybody  is  in 
part  owing  to  the  wearing  effect  of  ice  and  waves  for 
hundreds  of  years  on  the  sculptured  face  of  this 
bowlder  of  gneiss,  making  it  a  matter  of  great  diffi- 
culty to  trace  some  of  the  shallow  lines  of  the  figures 
among  the  natural  seams  and  crevices  of  the  stone, 
and  to  this  difficulty  of  following  the  lines,  as  they 
were  originally  chiseled  into  the  rock,  is  to  be  attrib- 
uted the  fact  that  no  two  drawings  of  the  characters 
by  different  people  that  were  ever  made  would  agree 
in  all  respects  when  compared  together.  This  di- 
versity or  disagreement  in  the  drawings  that  have 
been  made  of  the  rock  is  strikingly  shown  in  the 
"  Antiquitates  Americanie,"  a  tri- lingual, quarto  work, 
published  nearly  half  a  century  ago  by  Uie  Royal 
Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries  of  Copenhagen. 
In  this  work  there  are  nine  drawings  of  the  rock, 
taken  by  different  people,  at  different  times,  no  two 
of  which  are  alike.  The  first  of  these  attempted 
representations  of  the  characters  on  the  rock  was  by 
Dr.  Dan  forth,  in  1680.  The  second  has  been  attrib- 
uted to  Cotton  Mather,  in  1712.  It  bears  not  the 
slightest  resemblance  to  the  sculptured  characters, 
but  appears  as  if  executed  by  a  person  having  the 
St.  Vitus'  dance  or  the  deliriwn  trciiuM,  Then  follow 
other  drawings,  of  more  or  less  accuracy,  one  of  the 
best  being  by  Dr.  William  Baylies,  of  this  town.  The 
best  drawing  in  the  series  was  furnished  by  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society,  and  was  the  one  chiefly 
relied  upon  by  the  Danish  savants  in  studying  the 
character  of  the  inscription,  which,  it  is  well  known, 
they  decided  to  be  the  work  of  the  roving  Northmen 
in  the  eleventh  century.  If  they  did  not  succeed  in 
proving  beyond  doubt  that  Dighton  Rock  is  a  Scan- 
dinavian relic,  they  at  least  succeeded,  by  the  publi- 
cation in  the  '*  Antiquitates  Americans"  of  the  old 
Icelandic  sagas  or  histories,  in  proving  beyond  a 
reasonable  doubt  that  the  Norse  freebooters  discov- 
ered this  continent,  and  made  some  attempts  to  col- 
onize it,  centuries  before  Christopher  Columbus  was 
burn,  and  that  the  site  of  the  ancient  Vinland,  men- 
tioned in  these  sagas,  was  probably  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  what  is  now  New  England. 

The  party  of  Norsemen,  whom  the  Danish  antiqua- 
ries supposed  to  have  made  the  characters  on  Dighton 
Rock,   came   over   to  Vinland   (so   called   from   the 


Etchings  on  Rocks  in  New-Mexico. 


Rxinic  Inscription  in  Greenland. 


DIGHTON. 
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abundance  of  grapes  that  grew  wild  there)  iq  the 
year  1007.  The  leader's  name  was  Thorfinn  Karlsefue, 
or  Thorfinn  the  Hopeful.  He  left  Greenland  with 
three  vessels  .and  one  hundred  and  sixty-one  men, 
but  the  men  in  one  vessel  mutinied,  and  turned  back 
to  Greenland.  Other  parties  of  Norsemen  had  pre- 
viously visited  Vinland,  which  Professor  Rafu  and  his 
co-laborers  supposed  to  be  the  region  of  country  bor- 
dering Narragansett  Bay  and  Taunton  River.  Most 
of  the  characters  in  the  drawings  of  the  rock  they 
could  make  nothing  of,  but  there  was  a  group  near 
the  centre  of  the  inscription  which  they  deciphered 
to  be  the  Runic  characters  standing  for  the  name  of 
Thorfinn,  above  which  were  the  Roman  numerals 
CXXXI,  followed  by  a  character  which  they  decided 
to  be  an  anaglyph,  standing  for  the  word  men.  Since 
that  time  the  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries 
has  been  supplied  with  a  photograph  of  the  rock,  and 
it  is  said  they  now  think  that  they  were  in  error  in 
claiming  Dighton  rock  as  a  Scandinavian  relic,  so 
that  those  who  think  the  inscription  merely  an  ex- 
ample of  the  rude  pictographs  of  the  Indians,  of 
which  specimens  of  the  same  general  character  are 
to  be  found  in  other  parts  of  the  country,  now  meet 
with  little  opposition  to  their  views.  Such  was  the 
opinion  of  Professor  Schoolcraft,  who  visited  the  rock 
twice,  some  thirty  or  forty  years  ago.  On  his  first 
visit  he  was  inclined  to  think  that  the  inscription  was 
of  a  mixed  character,  part  Indian  and  part  Runic,  or 
Scandinavian,  but  on  his  last  visit  he  decided  that  it 
was  wholly  the  work  of  the  aborigines.  Professor 
Schoolqraft,  though  not  a  runologist,  was  well  versed 
in  all  that  pertains  to  the  manners,  customs,  and  art 
of  the  Indians,  as  is  evidenced  in  his  great  work,  pub- 
lished by  the  government,  on  the  Indian  tribes. 

On  another  page  are  representations  in  outline  of 
the  characters  on  Dighton  Rock,  and  also  of  a  genuine 
Runic  inscription  from  Greenland,  the  undoubted 
work  of  the  Northmen,  together  with  a  fac-simile  of 
an  Indian  pictographic  inscription  on  a  rock  in  New 
Mexico.  The  latter  is  copied  from  a  wood-cut  in  the 
government  report  of  the  Southern  Pacific  Railroad 
survey.  A  glance  at  the  three  inscriptions  will  show 
the  reader  the  great  general  resemblance  between  the 
characters  on  Dighton  Rock  and  those  on  the  New 
Mexican  rock.  They  were  evidently  executed  by 
people  of  the  same  state  of  artistic  development,  or 
the  lack  of  it,  while  the  Runic  inscription,  which  has 
been  translated,  is  arranged  in  a  systematic  and  read- 
able way,  and  is  composed  of  well-formed  letters  or 
characters.  It  does  not  seem  probable  that  the  North- 
men, who  executed  the  Greenland  Runes,  could  have 
descended  so  far  as  to  scratch  out  the  puerile  hotch- 
potch of  characters  on  Dighton  Rock,  which  bear 
intrinsic  evidence  of  being  the  work  of  a  savage  race. 

Yet  notwithstanding  that  the  weight  of  evidence 
is  againnt  the  supposition  that  this  rock  is  a  relic  of 
the  Norsemen,  as  it  is  also  in  the  case  of  the  Newport 
round-tower,  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  accounts  of 


the  Scandinavian  discovery  and  attempted  coloniza- 
tion of  this  continent  in  the  eleventh  century,  as  given 
in  the  "  Antiquitates  AmericansD/'  are  substantially 
true,  and  that  to  Leif  Ericsson  belongs  the  honor  of 
being  the  first  European  to  land  on  the  shores  of 
"  that  new  world  which  is  the  old." 

A  Dighton  Sampson. — ^The  extraordinary  exploit 
of  Samuel  Briggs  in  capturing  a  buck  has  been  related 
in  another  part  of  this  sketch.  Samuel  displayed  in 
that  afiair  uncommon  pluck,  endurance,  and  tenacity 
of  purpose,  but  his  renown  was  eclipsed  in  the  first 
half  of  this  century  by  the  great  strength,  courage, 
and  prowess  of  another  Briggs,  who  was  known  in 
this  and  neighboring  towns  as  Stout  George.  As  one 
of  the  celebrities  of  Dighton  and  the  product  of  a 
state  of  society  that  has  disappeared  forever,  he  merits 
some  little  mention. 

George  Washington  Briggs  was  born  June  27, 1776, 
in  the  stirring  times  just  preceding  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  He  was  the  son  of  James  and 
Hannah,  and  was  the  fifth  of  ten  children,  six  boys 
and  four  girls.  Several  others  of  the  family  were  en- 
dowed with  great  physical  strength  and  activity,  par- 
ticularly the  oldest  son,  James,  who  is  said  to  have 
nearly  equaled  George  in  these  respects.  These  virile 
family  gifts  were  shared,  though  of  course  in  a  lees 
degree,  by  the  girls.  The  oldest  daughter,  Nancy, 
became  insane  early  in  life.  She  is  represented  as 
having  been  a  very  handsome  woman,  tall,  finely 
formed,  with  a  queenly  dignity  of  bearing  and  un- 
common muscular  strength,  which  she  sometimes 
used  in  overmastering  those  who  had  charge  of  her. 

George  in  his  early  days  was  a  seafaring  man. 
Many  stories  of  his  adventures  on  sea  and  land  have 
been  handed  down,  of  which  th^  following  are  given 
as  specimens.  While  yet  a  young  man  he  was  on  one 
occasion  mate  of  the  ship  *'  Pomona,"  of  which  Capt. 
John  Pierce,  of  this  town,  was  master.  They  were 
bound  for  Valparaiso  with  a  cargo  of  lumber,  which 
was  part  dry  and  part  green,  the  dry  having  been  put 
in  the  hold  and  the  green,  heavy  lumber  on  deck. 
This  made  the  ship  very  crank  and  top-heavy.  Capt. 
Pierce  was  overfond  of  ardent  spirits,  his  indulgence 
in  which  often  unfitted  him  for  the  management  of 
the  vessel.  When  nearing  the  end  of  the  voyage 
heavy  weather  was  experienced,  and  the  ship  was  put 
under  close-reefed  topsails.  While  it  was  yet  blowing 
a  stiff  gale,  the  captain,  in  his  usual  semi-inebriated 
condition,  and  as  obstinate  as  the  proverbial  mule, 
came  upon  deck  and  ordered  the  reeft  to  be  shaken 
out  of  the  topsails.  "  Captain  Pierce,"  said  George, 
"  the  ship  has  as  much  sail  now  as  she  can  carry.  If 
the  reefs  are  shaken  out  she  will  capsize."  This  re- 
monstrance had  no  effect  upon  the  muddled  intellect 
of  the  captain.^  The  men  were  ordered  aloft  and  the 
reefs  were  shaken  out,  but  scarcely  were  the  topsails 

1  Giipl.  Pierce  fell  a  Tictim  to  hit  hublte  of  Inebriation.  Bit  denth  wat 
cunaed  by  hit  Jumping  ont  of  a  chamber  window  dnrlng  a  fit  otdtUrimm 
trtmau  and  breaking  hit  neclc. 
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sheeted  home  and  the  yards  braced  to  the  wind  when 
a  fierce  squall  struck  the  ship  abeam,  and  over  she 
went.  The  deck-load  of  lumber  was  instantly  swept 
off,  but  still  the  vessel  remained  on  her  side,  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  clinging  for  dear  life  to  the  rigging  or 
belaying-pins  to  prevent  being  washed  overboard  by 
the  seas  that  swept  over  the  ship. 

Briggs  was  now  virtually  in  command,  and  deter- 
mined to  make  an  effort  to  right  the  ship.  Tying  a 
line  to  his  waist,  he  crept  along  forward,  clinging  with 
vise-like  grip  to  the  weather  bulwarks,  over  which 
the  waves  were  sweeping,  and  cut  the  lanyards  of 
each  topmast-shroud  in  succession.  The  topmasts, 
unable  to  bear  the  additional  strain,  snapped  off  at 
the  caps,  and  the  ship  suddenly  righted,  with  all 
her  top-hamper  gone,  and  rolling  like  a  log  in  the 
trough  of  the  sea.  They  drifted  in  this  condition  for 
some  days,  having  scarcely  any  sail  set,  when  they 
fell  in  with  a  mass  of  wreckage,  which,  singularly 
enough,  proved  to  be  the  ship's  top-hamper,  which 
had  been  cut  adrift  when  she  capsized.  The  floating 
spars  and  sails  were  secured,  and  the  ship,  partially 
rigged  again,  proceeded  on  her  voyage,  and  arrived  in 
a  few  days  at  Valparaiso. 

On  their  arrival  in  port  new  perils  awaited  the  crew. 
There  was  a  British  man-of-war  in  the  harbor,  one  of 
the  most  dreaded  of  objects  to  the  crews  of  merchant 
vessels,  for  at  that  time  the  crews  in  the  British  armed 
vessels  were  recruited  by  means  of  press-gangs,  the 
brutal  commanders  of  which  were  not  at  all  particu- 
lar whether  the  men  they  seized  in  their  raids  were 
British  subjects  or  not.  Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the 
"  Pomona"  in  port,  Briggs  and  three  of  the  crew  were 
on  shore,  when  they  met  a  press-gang  of  nine  men 
from  the  British  vessel.  These  men  were  armed  with 
muskets,  with  fixed  bayonets,  though,  as  afterwards 
appeared,  the  guns  were  not  loaded. 

The  commanding  ofiicer  of  the  press-gang  accosted 
one  of  the  crew  of  the  "  Pomona"  and  demanded  to 
see  his  protection.  The  man  handed  over  the  docu- 
ment, which  was  such  as  every  American  seaman  was 
obliged  to  carry  with  him,  when  the  ofiScer  imme- 
diately tore  up  the  paper  and  directed  his  men  to 
arrest  the  man.  Another  of  the  "  PomonaV  men 
met  with  similar  treatment,  his  certificate  of  Ameri- 
can citizenship  being  torn  up  and  the  man  being 
pluced  under  arrest.  The  only  man  at  liberty  now, 
besides  Briggs,  was  an  Englishman  named  Owen,  who 
of  course  had  no  protection,  and  who  did  not  relish 
the  idea  of  being  impressed  on  board  of  a  man-of- 
war.  Owen  was  an  active,  powerful  man,  though 
less  herculean  in  strength  than  Briggs.  While  the 
presa-gang  were  arresting  the  others  these  two  had 
determined  not  to  be  captured  without  a  struggle 
for  liberty.  Briggs  carried  a  heavy  club,  some  two 
inches  thick  at  the  large  end,  on  which  was  an  ugly 
knob.'     Owen  had  also  managed  to  secure  a  club. 

1  This  rane  or  club,  which  (lid  Biich  feHrfuI  execution  ou  that  occuition, 
is  iiuw  ill  tliu  poiiiiobhiou  of  u  ri'lutive  of  Cloorge  hvlf^gH. 


The  captain  of  the  gang  now  stepped  up  to  Briggs, 
and  in  an  insolent  tone  demanded  hia  protection. 
"  There  ia  my  protection  I"  said  Briggs,  m  he  dealt 
the  officer  a  blow  over  the  head  that  fblled  him 
in  hia  tracks.  The  two  determined  men  now  rushed 
at  the  press-gang,  dealing  death  with  almost  every 
blow  of  their  clubs.  Five  of  the  men  were  killed  on 
the  spot,  and  the  others  were  placed  hon  de  combat, 
Owen,  or  *' Johnny  Bull,"  as  he  was  called  by  his 
shipmates,  received  a  bayonet-thrust  through  the  leg, 
which  in  the  excitement  of  the  nUiee  he  did  not  feel, 
but  when  the  fight  was  over  found  his  shoe  full  of 
blood.  Briggs  and  Owen  thought  it  best  to  keep  oat 
of  the  way  after  their  encounter  with  the  press-gang, 
until  the  "  Pomona"  was  ready  to  sail,  as  the  captain 
of  the  British  vessel  had  sworn  to  kill  or  capture 
them,  and  had  a  force  of  men  detailed  for  the  pur- 
pose. In  after-years  Briggs  was  loth  to  speak  of  this 
adventure,  and  could  never  do  so  without  tears  in  his 
eyes.  It  was  such  rough  work,  he  said,  that  he  did 
not  like  to  think  of  it. 

On  the  return  voyage  Owen  became  ugly  and  mu- 
tinous, and  Capt.  Pierce  requested  Briggs  to  chastise 
him,  which  he  efibctually  did  by  a  single  blow  of  his 
fist,  sending  the  rebellious  Englishman  reeling  back- 
wards over  the  windlass.  When  he  finally  picked 
himself  up  all  the  ugliness  appeared  to  have  been 
knocked  out  of  him,  and  he  gave  no  further  trouble 
during  the  voyage. 

Briggs  afterwards  went  to  Liverpool  in  the  "  Po- 
mona," and  while  the  ship  was  unloading  at  that 
port  he  displayed  several  feats  of  strength  that  drew 
attention  to  him  from  the  sailors  and  wharf-laborers 
in  the  vicinity.  Among  the  classes  mentioned  it  was 
deemed  that  the  honor  of  the  city  required  that  a 
man  should  be  found  who  could  beat  this  young 
Yankee  athlete  in  feats  of  strength.  Among  the 
stalwart  porters,  stevedores,  and  coal-heavers  of 
Liverpool  are  always  to  be  found  a  few  men  of 
remarkable  physical  strength,  and  generally  there 
is  one  who  so  far  surpasses  the  rest  in  muscular 
force  as  to  be  considered  a  sort  of  champion,  to  be 
called  upon  at  any  time  to  maintain  the  city's 
prestige  for  men  of  muscle. 

At  the  time  referred  to  the  champion  strong  man 
was  an  Irish  porter  named  O'Brien,  a  heavily-built, 
brawny-limbed  man  of  some  fifteen  stone  weight. 
In  company  with  a  number  of  his  companions  he 
went  on  board  of  the  '*  Pomona"  to  challenge  Briggs 
to  a  trial  of  strength.  **The  top  of  the  morning  till 
yez,  cap tiiin,"  said  he,  accosting  Capt.  Price.  **Be- 
dad,  it's  meself,  Johnny  O'Brien,  that  wants  to  see 
the  broth  of  a  bye  they're  afther  tellin'  yez  have 
on  board." 

Surmising  what  the  man's  errand  was,  Capt.  Pierce 
called  Briggs  up  from  below,  and  introduced  him  to 
his  visitor,  who  at  once  proceeded  to  business,  and 
proposed  a  trial  of  strength  in  lifting  one  of  the  heavy 
ship's  anchors  that  lay  on  the  wharf.     Briggs  readily 
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accepted  the  proposal,  and  requested  O'Brien  to  show 
his  strength  first.  The  Irishman  accordingly  placed 
his  hands  under  the  shank  of  one  of  the  huge  anchors, 
and  with  great  effort  succeeeded  in  raising  it  so  that 
the  lower  fluke  just  cleared  the  ground,  a  feat  that 
probably  no  other  man  in  the  city  could  have  per- 
formed. It  was  now  Briggs'  turn ;  he  stooped  over 
and  grasped  the  shank  of  the  anchor,  and  then  re- 
quested O'Brien  to  get  up  on  his  back  and  sit  on  his 
shoulders  while  he  lifted.  The  Irishman  demurred 
at  such  a  proceeding  at  first,  but  was  finally  pursuadcd 
to  comply  with  Briggs'  request,  when  the  latter 
straightened  himself  up  under  the  combined  weight 
of  the  anchor  and  the  Irishman's  two  hundred  pounds 
avoirdupois.' 

George  Briggs  was  about  five  feet  ten  inches  in 
height,  massively  built,  broad-shouldered,  deep- 
chested,  large-limbed.  In  the  keen  steel-gray  eyes 
that  looked  out  from  under  his  bushy  eyebrows  there 
were  indications  that  this  was  not  the  sort  of  man  to 
play  tricks  with  or  to  impose  upon  with  impunity. 
After  he  had  left  off  his  roving,  seafaring  life,  and 
had  settled  down  upon  his  farm  near  the  Upper  Four 
Corners,  the  fame  of  his  exploits  became  noised 
abroad,  and  he  had  many  visitors  from  the  neighbor- 
ing towns,  who  came  to  satisfy  their  curiosity  with  a 
sight  of  "  Stout  George,"  not  unfrcquently  interfering, 
to  his  annoyance,  with  his  work.  It  is  related  that 
on  one  occasion,  while  he  was  at  work  on  the  upper 
part  of  his  farm,  which  was  quite  a  distance  from  the 
house,  a  stranger  dismounted  at  the  gate,  hitched  his 
saddle-horse,  and  inquired  of  Mrs.  Briggs  for  her 
husband.  She  told  the  man  where  he  was  at  work, 
that  he  was  very  busy,  and  did  not  want  to  be  called 
from  his  work  upon  any  trivial  pretense.  As  the 
stranger  persisted  in  his  desire  to  see  Mr.  Briggs,  she, 
supposing  he  had  some  business  of  importance,  put 
on  her  bonnet  and  went  for  her  husband.  The  latter, 
not  in  a  very  amiable  mood  from  being  interfered 
with  in  the  work,  which  he  was  hurrying  to  finish 
before  night,  came  down  to  the  house,  where  he  found 
his  visitor  leaning  against  the  wall  by  the  road.  The 
latter  introduced  himself,  and  said  that,  happening 
along  that  way,  he  could  not  go  past  until  he  had 
seen  the  man  about  whom  he  had  heard  such  remark- 
able stories.  While  he  was  talking,  if  he  had  known 
the  indications,  he  would  undoubtedly  have  seen 
"  danger  signals"  flying  in  Briggs'  eyes. 

"Well,  my  friend,"  said  George,  "now  you  have 
seen  me,  you  may  as  well  trot  along  about  your  busi- 
ness, and  I  will  help  you  over  the  wall."  As  he  spoke 
he  seized  his  astonished  visitor  by  the  coat-collar  and 
the  slack  part  of  his  trowsers  and  tossed  him  over  the 
wall,  so  that  he  landed  near  the  middle  of  the  road. 


1  When  Briggs  lind  ehowti  the  Irish  chnmpion  whiit  he  conld  do  in 
the  way  of  lining  he  siiggMtefl  ft  •tinare  flght  to  lee  which  was  the  best 
mnn  with  the  flats,  but  the  Hibcminn,  althoagli  a  noted  bmiser,  excused 
himself  fmm  entering  the  lists  with  so  formidable  an  antagonist,  and 
the  flght  did  not  come  off. 


This  story  in  course  of  time  became  exaggerated,  as 
stories  are  apt  to  become,  and  it  was  seriously  related 
that  the  horse  had  been  thrown  over  the  wall  as  well 
as  its  rider. 

Briggs'  remarkable  constitution  would  probably 
have  carried  him  well  on  towards  his  hundredth  year 
if  he  had  taken  ordinary  care  of  himself.  He  worked 
on  Rowland's  Ferry  bridge  while  it  was  building,  and 
was  accustomed  to  dive  down  in  deep  water  and  ad- 
just the  heavy  stones  for  the  foundations  of  the  piers. 
Such  work  as  that  must  have  shortened  his  life  manv 
years.  Towards  the  close  of  his  life  only  the  wreck 
of  his  splendid  physique  remained,  and  he  could  only 
hobble  about  with  a  crutch  or  sit  at  his  front  window 
and  watch  the  passers-by,  many  of  whom  would  stop 
to  talk  with  him.  But  even  in  his  decrepitude  he 
had  the  strength  of  two  or  three  ordinary  men.  His 
son-in-law,  Mr.  Ashley,  relates  that  once,  having  a 
large  stone,  much  heavier  at  one  end  than  the  other, 
to  place  on  top  of  a  wall,  and  not  knowing  how  to  get 
it  there,  the  old  man  hobbled  out  and  told  him  and 
another  man  who  was  with  him  that  if  they  would 
lift  the  small  end  of  the  stone  he  would  lifl  the  heavy 
end,  which  ho  accordingly  did  with  apparent  ease. 
While  he  was  in  his  prime  he  built,  unaided,  save  by 
some  slight  assistance  from  his  wife,  a  Cyclopean  wall, 
bordering  the  road,  which  has  attracted  the  attention 
of  thousands  of  travelers  by  its  massive  cap-stones. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  wall  will  be  permitted  to 
stand  for  many  years,  as  the  fitting  monument  of  one 
of  the  strongest  and  most  active  men  that  this  country 
has  ever  produced. 

Bichmond  Hill.— The  most  considerable  eminence 
in  this  township  is  Richmond  Hill,  in  the  southeast 
part.  Compared  with  Tom,  or  Holyoke,  or  Wachu- 
sett,  or  even  with  the  Blue  Hills  of  Milton,  its  eleva-* 
tion  is  very  moderate,  being  but  little  more  than  two 
hundred  feet,  but  it  is  nevertheless  an  interesting  spot 
to  visit  to  the  student  of  physical  science,  as  Well  as 
to  the  lover  of  natural  scenery.  The  view  from  its 
rocky  summit  takes  in  the  Blue  Hills  on  the  north, 
Mount  Hope  on  the  south,  and  the  Cumberland  Hills, 
in  Rhode  Island,  on  the  west.  Portions  of  the  cities 
of  Taunton,  Fall  River,  and  Providence  are  visible, 
as  well  as  the  towns  of  Somerset,  Freetown,  Berkley, 
Attleborough,  Norton,  Raynham,  and  Rehoboth. 
More  than  forty  church  spires  can  be  counted  with 
the  aid  of  a  glass  on  a  clear  day  in  winter.  The 
windings  of  Taunton  River  can  be  traced  for  several 
miles. 

The  singular  gorge  through  the  rocks  on  the  top  of 
the  hill  seems  made  on  purpose  to  accommodate  the 
road  that  runs  through  it.  It  is  evidently  one  of  the 
furrows  left  by  the  great  ice-plow  that  tore  its  way 
over  the  hill  from  the  northward  in  the  last  glacial 
period,  and  which  must  have  reduced  the  height  of 
the  hill  very  materially.  The  marks  of  glacial  action 
are  very  distinct  here.  The  rock  in  place,  a  gray- 
wacke   conglomerate,  or  pudding-stone,    has   been 
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ground  down,,  polished,  and  grooved  hj  the  alonee 
imbedded  in  the  ancient  glacier,  which,  according  to 
Agassia  and  other  scientiata,  once  coTcred  the  north- 
ern portion  of  this  continent  to  the  depth  of  handreda 
of  feet,  and  slowly  moved,  with  irretiatlhle  Ibree,  in  a 
southerly  direction.  Huge  maaea  of  rock  were  torn 
from  this  hill  and  shoved  along  to  the  aoutn,  in  aome 
cases,  for  several  miles.  The  laige  bowlder  in  Somer- 
set known  as  the  Hanging,  or  Toad  Bock,  and  which 
weighs  probably  more  than  a  hundred  tone,  waa  origi- 
nally a  part  of  this  hill. 

The  conglomerate  which  underlies  thia  town,  aa  well 
as  a  large  portion  of  the  reat  of  Briatol  Goanty,  is 
composed  of  rounded  fragments  of  a  much  older  rock, 
which  were  broken  from  the  parent  ledges  perhapa 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  years  ago,  then  rolled  upon 
the  shores  of  the  primeval  aea  for  a  long  period  of 
time,  until  they  become  rounded  and  poliahed,  alter 
which,  owing  to  an  increase  of  the  temperature  of  the 
earth's  crust  at  this  point,  the  clayey  mud  that  filled 
their  interstices  became  hardened  into  stone  by  heat 
Then  the  rock  was  gradually  raiaed  by  forcea  in  the 
interior  of  the  globe  to  its  present  height  above  the 
ocean.  Scarcely  any  fossils  are  to  be  found  in  thia 
rock.  Some  of  the  nodules  or  pebbles  when  broken 
show  the  blackened  cast8  of  a  small,  bivalve  ahell-fish, 
a  species  of  lingula,  an  ancient,  diminutive  repreaen- 
tative  of  the  modern  clam.  The  late  Professor  Wil- 
liam B.  Rogers  visited  the  hill  some  years  ago  on  pur- 
pose to  get  specimens  of  these  foaail  ahell-fiah.  In  a 
pasture  on  the  southern  slope  of  thehiU  la  a  ourioaity 
of  the  vegetable  kingdom.  Thia  ia  a  proatrate  juni- 
per, Junipertu  communU.  It  ia  nowhere  more  than  two 
feet  in  height,  while  ita  branches  extend  outward  from 
the  centre  to  the  distance  of  a  dosen  feet  on  all  sidea, 
making  the  tree  resemble  a  laige  green  mat  Smaller 
specimens  of  this  tree  are  not  uncommon,  but  it  rarely 
grows  to  so  large  a  size  aa  the  one  on  Richmond  Hill. 

Hunter's  "ffill — About  three-fourtha  of  a  mile 
west  of  Beal's  Rocks,  on  Richmond  Hill,  is  Hunter'a 
Hill,  an  elevation  somewhat  lees  in  height  than  the 
former  and  without  its  rocky  featurea.  The  hill  waa 
a  noted  resort  for  hunters  in  the  early  years  of  the 
town's  settlement,  hence  the  name,  which  it  retains 
to  the  present  day.  From  its  summit  they  could  see 
all  over  the  large  clearing,  or  Indian  plantation,  that 
has  been  described,  and  whether  any  deer  had  come 
out  of  the  forest,  as  they  frequently  did,  to  browse  on 
the  vegetation  of  the  clearing.  Then  the  hunters 
would  hasten  down  the  hill  and  through  the  woods 
to  get  within  range,  taking  care  to  keep  to  leeward 
of  the  keen-scented  animals.  At  that  time,  the  date 
of  which  is  uncertain,  although  it  must  have  been 
nearly  two  hundred  years  ago,  there  was  probably  a 
log  house  or  hunter's  lodge  on  the  hill.  The  first 
frame  house  that  was  built  there  was  put  up  by  one 
Elijah  King,  who  owned  the  hill  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  years  ago.  This  old  house  was  torn  down 
in  1838  by  Rescome  Hart,  the  then  owner  of  the 


fiurm,  who  built  a  atone  cottage  in  ita  plaee»  the  ( 
atone  dwelling-hooae  in  the  town.^ 

One  of  the  ownen  of  Hnnter^a  Hill  after  Ktof 
Gapt  Samuel  Talbot,  brother  to  the  eomniodore.  He 
married  Otpt  Stephen  Bcal'a  widow,  and  had  twoaoMi 
After  hla  death,  which  waa  towarda  the  oloee  of  tke 
laat  century,  hia  widow  and  one  aon  emignted  to 
Kentucky.  At  that  period  there  wm  a  Kentnoky 
fever  raging  in  thia  town,  and  about  twenty  men. 
with  a  number  of  women  and  ehildran,  left  for  that 
far-away  land  at  one  time.  At  Johnaton,  N.  Y.,  the 
party  waa  incroaaed  by  the  addition  of  all  of  Oom- 
modore  Talbot'a  children,  who  were  living  in.tliat 
town.  The  jonm^  from  Dighton  to  Kentucky  oocn- 
pied  aeveral  montba'  time,  mudi  of  tlie  way  beinf 
through  an  unbroken  wildemeia.  All  of  tlie  emi- 
granta,  to  far  aa  la  known,  liked  their  new  home  and 
prospered  in  their  worldly  aflkira.  Oapt  Samoel 
Talbot'a  widow  wrote  to  her  Arlenda  here  when  aha 
waa  eighty-three  that  she  had  taken  a  long  horwback 
ride  that  day,  and  enjoyed  life  aa  much  aa  when  aha 
waa  a  girl.  Thia  remarkable  njuveneioence  waa»  no 
doubt^  due  to  plenty  of  exerdee  in  tlie  open  air. 

In  old  times  there  were  many  more  honaea  and  in* 
babitonta  in  the  vicinity  of  Hunter'a  Hill  tlian  at 
present  There  are  the  sitea  of  aome  half-doaen  de- 
molished dwellings  to  the  north,  weat,  and  aonth  of 
the  hill,  and  there  are  four  old  cellars  on  Richmond 
Hill.  The  old  King  house,  on  Hunter'a  Hill,  which 
waa  torn  down  by  Mr.  Hart,  waa  once  uaed  by  the 
town  aa  an  inoculating  hoapital  for  the  amalipoz. 
Upwarda  of  one  hundred  penona  were  Inoculated 
with  the  diaonler  there,  and  on  their  recovery  were 
thoroughly  ftimigated  in  a  amoke-houae  that  atood 
near  the  house.  Old  people,  forty  or  more  yean  ago^ 
used  frequently  to  tell  of  the  ftin  they  iiad  when  th^ 
were  in  the  amallpox  hoapital. 

Besides  Richmond  and  Hunter'a  Hllla  there  are 
two  rounded  create  of  land  in  the  weatern  part  of  the 
town,  known  aa  Davia*  Hill  and  Qoflfa  Hill,  the  lat- 
ter, named  from  Elder  Guff,  being  near  the  Reh'oboUi 
line,  and  the  former,  running  northerly  from  Pitt^ 
Comer,  ahio  known  aa  Flat  Rock,  from  a  laige^ 
amooth  ledge  of  gray  wacke  that  cropa  out  there,  and 
furnishea  further  intereating  evidence  of  glacial  ae- 
tion  in  a  long-paat  geological  epoch.  Ledgea  of  gray- 
wacke  also  crop  out  in  other  parte  of  the  town,  and 
even  in  the  river,  where  it  forms  two  rocky  bleta. 
The  most  southerly  of  these  islets  is  known  to  mari- 
ners as  tlie  Whale  Rock,  it  being  at  some  stagea  of 
the  tide,  to  use  the  words  of  Polonius,  "very  like  a 
whale.''  The  other  islet  lies  just  above  the  Old  Col- 
ony Iron  Company's  wharf,  and  has  long  been  known 

1  Mr.  Hart  came  to  tliU  tuwii  hi  I82G  from  Driatol,  R.  I.,  and  btNight 
X\w  taini  uii  Iluiitur*a  Hill.  Ht*  wiwa  luaii  uf  liildliKfiictt  auU  willi  • 
taale  fur  reading.  Ho  was  the  father  uf  Henry  W.  Hart,  uT  Nurth 
Dighton,  and  of  William  T.  Hart,  a  Wfalthy  ri^dont  t»f  UoaUm,  and 
for  many  years  preaident  of  the  New  Yurk  and  Mew  Knglaiid  Haflniad. 
Btwcome  Hart  died  Kuv.  4,  I86fi,  ml,  aeventy-niue.  Hie  wife,  Sarah, 
died  July  6, 1806,  wt.  eighty-three  years. 
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ns  Reuben's  Island.  The  latter  does  not  resemble  a 
whale,  but  there  is,  nevertheless,  a  tale  to  it,  or  about 
it,  which  is  as  follows: 

The  True  Story  of  Beuben's  Island.— As  the 
exact  date  of  the  incident  about  to  be  related  is  not 
known,  it  might  perhaps  be  allowable  to  commence 
with  the  old  formula  of  the  nursery  tales,  "  Once  upon 
a  time,"  but  it  is  possible  to  be  a  little  more  definite 
than  that. 

Near  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  there 

liYcd  in  the  town  of  Berkley,  across  the  river  from 

Dighton,  a  young  man,  a  farmer's  son,  named  Reuben 

riiillips.   This  youth  had  a  sweetheart  named  Nancy 

Simmons  on  the  Dightou  side  of  the  stream,  whom 

he  was  accustomed  to  visit  on  Sunday  evenings,  and 

perhaps  at  other  times.    It  would  appear  that  he  did 

not  own  a  boat,  but  was  in  the  habit  of  borrowing 

one  with  or  without  the  leave  of  the  owners.    One 

I, 

sultry  evening  in  summer  he  started  from  home  just 
at  dusk,  appareled  in  his  Sunday  suit,  and  came 
down  to  the  crossing-place,  where  he  found  a  skiff, 
which  he  jumped  into  and  rowed,  as  he  thought, 
across  the  river.  Then  he  got  out  of  the  boat  and 
gave  it  a  push  out  into  the  stream,  knowing  that  the 
wind  would  carry  it  back  near  the  place  from  whence 
he  had  taken  it.  He  probably  thought  that  the 
owner  would  miss  the  boat  and  discover  who  had 
taken  it ;  his  plan  was  to  go  home  by  the  way  of  the 
bridge. 

After  pushing  off  the  boat  and  watching  it  till  it 
disappeared  in  the  darkness  he  turned  to  make  his 
customary  short-cut  across  lots  to  the  dwelling  where, 
he  was  pleased  to  think,  somebody  was  anxiously 
awaiting  his  coming.  lie  had  scarcely  taken  three 
steps  when,  to  his  astonishment  and  dismay,  he  per- 
ceived that  he  was  surrounded  by  water,  and  was,  in 
fact,  on  an  island.  This  was  a  line  predicament  for 
an  ardent  swain  to  be  in:  alone  on  a  rocky  islet 
scarcely  three  rods  in  length,  and  with  the  light  in 
the  front  parlor  of  his  lady-love's  dwelling  twinkling 
in  the  distance,  as  if  in  derision  of  his  mishap.  One 
ran  imagine  how  poor  Reuben  must  have  felt  when 
he  realized  that  he  was  a  prisoner  for  the  night  on 
that  forlorn  little  island ;  how  he  halloed  in  vain  for 
help,  and  how  any  desire  to  swim  ashore,  if,  indeed, 
he  was  able  to  swim,  was  effectually  checked  by  the 
fact  that  his  Sunday  suit  of  clothes  would  be  ruined 
in  the  muddy  water  of  the  flats.  What  made  the 
situation  worse  was  the  fact  that  a  thunder-storm  was 
probable  before  morning,  judging  from  a  dark  curtain 
of  cloud  in  the  western  sky,  and  the  occasional  flashes 
of  lightning  that  lit  up  its  murky  depths.  Probably 
philosophy  came  to  his  aid  after  a  while, — that  resig- 
nation to  the  inevitable  which  is  expressed  in  the 
homely  proverb  that  "What  can't  be  cured  must  be 
endured,"  and  he,  perhaps,  sat  down  on  a  rock  and 
watched  the  play  of  the  lightning  in  the  advancing 
cloud,  listening  the  while  to  the  distant  thunder,  to 
the  swirl  of  the  tide  over  the  rocks,  or  to  the  sibilant 


sound  of  the  night-wind,  rustling  the  clumps  of 
coarse  beach-grass  that  grew  in  the  crevices  of  the 
rocks.  PerhaiM  he  had  read  "  Robinson  Crusoe,"  and 
compared  his  condition  to  that  of  Crusoe  on  bis 
island,  being  -monarch  of  all  he  surveyed.  Yet, 
before  morning,  he  must  have  considered  his  condi- 
tion much  worse  than  that  of  De  Foe's  hero,  for  the 
tempest,  which  had  been  gathering  its  forces  during 
the  early  part  of  the  night,  burst  upon  his  unsheltered 
head.  The  next  morning  a  limp,  soaked,  and  shiver- 
ing young  man  was  taken  from  the  island  to  the 
Berkley  shore,  where  anxious  friends  were  awaiting 
him. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state  that  after  the 
above  related  misadventure  Reuben  prospered  in 
his  wooing,  as  the  following  entry  in  the  town 
records  of  Dighton  will  conclusively  show : 

"Married,  Oct.  6,  1805,  by  Rev.  Enoch  Goff,  Reu- 
ben Phillips,  of  Barkley,  and  Nancy  Simmons,  of 
Dighton." 

In  the  old  record-book  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
South  Purchase  Reuben's  island  is  called  Cedar 
Island.  In  a  document,  dated  1699,  mention  is  made 
of  the  "landing-place  at  the  point  below  Cedar 
Island."  This  name  would  seem  to  indicate  what 
is  very  probable  that  the  island  then  was  larger 
and  had  more  soil  on  it  than  at  present,  and  that 
it  was  covered  with  a  growth  of  savins  or  red  cedars. 
The  white  cedar,  Cupressus  thyoidei,  would  hardly  grow 
on  such  a  spot. 

Dighton  has  natural  advantages  that  ought  to  have 
made  it  much  more  thriving  and  populous  than  it  is. 
It  has  many  fertile  farms,  is  situated  on  the  banks 
of  a  navigable  river,  and  is  agreeably  diversified 
by  hills  and  lowlands,  woods  and  meadows.  There 
is  probably  no  healthier  township  in  the  State.  Yet 
emigration  has  depleted  it  at  various  times  of  large 
numbers  of  its  young  men.  There  has  been  an  exo- 
dus of  its  population  ever  since  the  Revolutionary 
war,  sometimes  to  the  Genesee  country,  sometimes  to 
Kentucky,  then  to  Illinois,  to  Minnesota,  to  Eomsas, 
or  to  the  mining  regions  of  the  great  West. 

Then  many  of  the  young  men  and  women  of  this 
town,  as  of  most  other  agricultural  towns  in  New 
England,  have  been  drawn  into  the  cities,  which 
thrive  at  the  expense  of  the  country.  There  has,  of 
course,  been  a  counter-flow  of  population  into  the 
town  to  fill  to  some  extent  the  vacancies  left  by  those 
who  have  gone,  but  the  new  comers  have  mostly  been 
of  a  very  different  class, — Irish,  Western  Islanders, 
French  Canadians,  and  others  of  alien  birth.  These 
accessions  have  hardly  kept  the  population  of  the 
township  from  retrograding.  In  New  England  a 
town  that  is  devoted  chiefly  to  agriculture  cannot 
hope  to  keep  pace  in  population  and  wealth  with 
towns  that  are  largely  devoted  to  manufacturing;  it 
is  obvious,  therefore,  that  our  citizens  who  have  the 
means  should  invest  a  portion  of  their  capital  in 


256 


HISTORY  OF   BRISTOL  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


starting  new  manufacturing  enterprises  here,  in  such 
kinds  of  business  as  are  sure  to  pay  fair  returns  if 
well  managed,  and  will  employ  a  good  class  of  oper- 
atives. Every  such  establishment  raises  the  value  of 
real  entate,  and  furnishes  a  market  near  at  home  for 
the  produce  raised  by  our  fanners. 

For  many  years  the  farmers  of  this  town  have  made 
a  specialty  of  rait^ing  strawberries  for  market,  and  the 
town  is  ahead  of  every  other  town  in  New  England  in 
the  acreage  devoted  to  this  berry,  and  the  number  of 
quarts  sent  to  market  reaching  in  favorable  seasons  to 
nearly  or  quite  one  million.  The  crop  is  an  exhaust- 
ing one,  and  requires  large  quantities  of  commercial 
and  other  fertilizers  to  produce  the  best  results. 
Those  who  were  early  in  the  business  found  it  a 
profitable  one,  but  of  late  years  increased  production 
in  this  and  other  towns  has  reduced  the  price  of 
berries  and  the  margin  of  profit. 

In  educationul  advantages  Dighton  is  up  to  the 
average  of  towns  of  equal  population  and  wealth,  al- 
though there  is  still  plenty  of  room  for  improvement, 
the  first  necessity  of  which  is  a  larger  appropriation 
of  money  for  school  purposes.  The  best  teachers  now 
command  large  salaries,  and  when  teachers  of  excep- 
tional ability  and  qualifications  arc  secured  in  our 
schools  they  usually  stay  but  a  short  time,  being 
drawn  away  by  offers  of  larger  pay  elsewhere. 
Within  a  few  years  the  district  system  has  been 
abolished,  two  of  the  largest  of  the  ten  schools  have 
been  graded,  the  number  of  the  school  board  has 
been  increased  from  three  to  six,  and  the  board  has 
been  required  to  appoint  a  superintendent  of  schools. 
All  of  these  changes,  it  is  believed,  have  been  bene- 
ficial in  their  effecte.  For  some  years  past  many  of 
our  teachers  have  been  graduates  from  the  normal 
schools.  New  methods  of  teaching  have  been  intro- 
duced, which  have  mostly  given  good  results,  al- 
though, notwithstanding  the  so-called  improved  sys- 
tems of  teaching,  there  are  some  who  doubt  whether 
the  schools  of  the  present  day  turn  out  young  men 
and  women  better  fitted  for  the  battle  of  life  than  did 
the  schools  which  their  fathers  and  mothers  attended. 

Reference  has  been  made  in  the  course  of  this 
sketch  to  the  great  value  and  interest  a  series  of  pho- 
tographs of  the  people  of  the  colonial  period,  or  even 
of  a  much  more  recent  date,  would  have  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  if  it  were  possible  to  obtain  sun-pictures  of 
our  ancestors,  and  the  thought  occurs  that  people  of 
future  generations  will  be  quite  as  much  interested  in 
the  likenesaes  of  the  men  and  women  of  to-day. 

In  view  of  this  fact,  and  considering  the  liability 
of  photographs  in  private  hands  to  be  destroyed  or 
lost,  would  it  not  be  well  to  havQ  collections  of  pho- 
tographic portraits  under  the  charge  of  each  town  or 
city,  which  would  of  course  furnish  a  secure  place  in 
which  to  keep  them  ?  An  act  of  the  Legislature  would 
be  required  to  legalize  the  plan,  and  the  act  should 
be  so  worded  as  to  make  it  obligatory  upon  towns  and 
cities  to  provide  a  suflicient  number  of  large  pho- 


tograph albums,  each  capable  of  containing  two  or 
three  hundred  portraits,  and  bound  in  tlie  moat  sub- 
stantial manner ;  the  act  should  furtlier  make  it  com- 
pulsory for  all  town  or  city  officers,  for  all  clergy- 
men, physicians,  lawyers,  officers  of  the  militia,  or 
masters  of  vessels  to  have  their  pbotog^pbs  inserted 
in  the  albums  of  the  town  or  city  to  which  they 
belonged,  while  all  other  adult  persons  of  either 
sex  should  have  full  permission,  after  a  residence  of 
five  years,  to  have  their  likenesses  placed  in  Uie  al- 
bums. The  albums  would  be  in  charge  of  the  town 
and  city  clerks,  and  would  be  kept  in  iron  safes.  Be- 
tween the  sheets  of  portraits  would  be  a  sufficient 
number  of  pages  of  linen  paper  to  record  the  names 
of  the  owners  of  the  likenesses,  the  date  of  their 
births  and  of  the  insertion  of  their  portraits,  their 
parents'  names,  and  any  other  facts  concerning  them 
that  it  might  be  deemed  advisable  to  have  recorded. 
There  is  little  doubt  that  people  generally  avail  them- 
selves of  such  a  means  of  having  their  likenesses  pre- 
served for  future  generations  to  contemplate,  and  the 
value  and  interest  of  the  collections  would  increase 
with  the  lapse  of  yean. 

The  foregoing  suggestions  are  rcs|>ectfully  sul»- 
mitted  to  the  readers  of  this  sketch,  among  whom 
may  possibly  be  some  of  the  Solons  who  will  be 
chosen  to  the  next  or  future  Legislatures,  and  who 
will,  perhaps,  see  the  utility  of  the  plan  and  make  an 
effort  towards  its  realization  when  the  proper  time 
arrives. 


CHAPTER    XX. 

DiaUTON.— (CuMlimiec/.) 
**  FiBST  Dkbd  of  Puiup,  Cuikf  Saohbm  or  Pokanokit,  to  Wiluam 

BbKNTON  and  OTUKBfl  OV  LAMD  IM  TUB  SoUTH   PVBOMAtB,  BBIMQ  THB 
UPPBB  TUBBB  MI  LBS. 

*'  To  nil  OUrifltUn  people  to  whom  theee  preevntMehBll  cone:— I,  Philip, 
aiku  Uetacuni,  Chief  Sachem  of  Pokftuoket,  in  Uie  oolouy  uf  Mew  Plj- 
mouUi,  in  New  Eng1au(JU  fur  and  in  ooneidentUon  of  one  hnndred  and 
forty-three  pounds  in  current  pay,  to  my  content,  to  me  in  hand  paid 
hefore  the  lealiug  and  delivery  hereof  hy  William  Brentou,  Keq.,  Jauca 
Walker,  William  Harvey,  Walter  Dcane,  Itichard  Wiyiauis,  and  Jolin 
lUchmund,  all  uf  the  town  of  Taunton,  in  the  culuuy  aliovoaaid,  where- 
with I,  the  nid  Philip,  alias  Metacnm,  do  acknowledge  myaelf  fkilly 
•atiafled,  contented,  and  paid,  and  Uiereof,  and  of  every  part  and  parcel 
Uiereof,  do  hereby  ezunorate,  acquit,  discharge,  and  release  ihe  said 
William  Uronton,  James  Walker,  William  Harvey,  Walter  Deanr,  lUch- 
ard  Williams,  and  John  Richmond,  their  helra, executors,  adminbtraturs, 
and  asaigiis  forovor;  have  given,  granted,  bargained,  sold,  enfi*oir«d, 
aliened,  and  cunflrmed,  and  do  by  these  presvuta  fully,  freely,  and  abeo- 
lutoly  give,  graut,  bargain,  sell,  enfeuflf,  alien,  make  over,  and  confirm 
II II  to  ttio  Biiid  gniiitccs,  to  th(*m  and  their  asuoclates,  and  to  I  heir  and 
every  of  their  lieinp,  cxocutiouerB,  udmlui»tratorH,  and  aa«igns  forever  a 
certain  t'uct  of  land  siluale,  lying,  and  being  nonthwardly  from  llie 
town  of  Taunton  aforeHuiil,  coiituining  tlirue  Engllnh  miles  one  way  and 
four  Engli«h  miles  tlie  otlivr  way,  beginning  at  the  Three-Mile  Uiver 
((to  called),  ulius  Nouieitlicomok,  and  is  from  the  Siiid  river  to  range 
tlireu  niiicri  Houth  and  by  wutit,  und  from  the  extent  of  the  thicM)  niilo* 
to  range  fi>iir  inileii  went  und  b}'  north  from  Ihe  Great  Kivur  (m>  calle«l) 
into  the  woode,  und  (loni  tlie  extent  of  that  four  miles  to  range  north 
and  by  euat  until  it  meet  witli  the  ancient  bounds  of  Taunton  aforesaid, 
aud  bouudcd  ea«twardly  with  the  afoieaaid  Great  River,  with  all  timber 
and  wood,  meadow,  croekH,  coves,  spiings,  ponds,  mines,  minemls,  sud 


DIGHTON. 


267 


all  and  tlngnlar  the  privileges,  eaeeroento,  commoditlee,  appitrtenancee, 
and  Iinmnnitl4>e  of  what  kind  loever  therennto  bplonglDfr  or  In  any  waj 
apportnlnlnfc,  and,  In  |iartlenlar,  Uie  privilege  of  the  mid  Gmtt  Rlrer 
fi>r  the  iiaTlKatlun  of  any  eori  of  veeeole,  bigger  or  lener,  and  all  other 
the  privllegea  thereof. 

**  To  have  and  to  hold  tlio  aald  f  met  of  land  and  all  and  every  the 
prlvilefcee  and  appurtenancee  aa  to  before  expreeied,  and  all  the  right, 
title,  and  Interest  which  he,  the  eald  Philip,  alio*  M etncnm,  now  hath, 
or  can  or  may  hereafter  have,  eitlier  by  himeelf  or  hie  heire,  execators, 
admlnltfraton,  anigna,  or  ■acceetora  unto  them,  the  said  grantees,  and 
their  atMclatea,  and  to  their  and  any  of  their  heirs,  exeentors,  adminis- 
trators, and  assigns,  and  nnto  the  proper  nse  and  behoof  of  them  forerer, 
to  lie  holden  according  to  the  tenor  of  East  Greenwich,  In  His  MiOesty's 
county  of  Kent,  In  free  socage,  and  not  in  capitn,  nor  by  knight's  ser> 
Tice;  and  the  said  Philip  doth  for  himself,  bin  heirs,  executors,  admin- 
Istialors,  successors,  and  nssigns  hereby  uiterly  disclaim  and  renonnce 
all  former  right,  title.  Interest,  or  demand  in  or  nnto  the  said  tract  or 
any  part  or  parcel  thereof,  or  to  anything  therennto  belonging,  nnd 
doth,  by  theee  presents,  acknowleilge  the  above  bargained  premises  to 
bo  the  true  and  proper  estate  of  the  said  grantees  and  their  assocliites, 
their  heirs,  exeaitors,  administrators,  and  assigns;  and  the  said  Philip, 
4ilia«  Metaeum,  doth  further  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  s/lmlnls- 
trators,  successors,  and  assigns  promise  end  engage  with  and  unto  the 
said  grantees  and  their  associates  and  to  their  and  every  of  their  heirs, 
executors,  administrators,  and  assigns  that  he,  the  said  Philip,  albu  Met- 
aeum, is  the  true,  sole,  and  proper  owner  of  the  said  tract  of  land  and 
of  every  |iart  thereof,  and  of  all  end  every  of  the  easements,  privileges, 
and  comnKMlitles  therennto  belonging,  Immediately  before  the  sealing 
and  delivery  hereof,  and  hath  in  himself  good  right  and  lawful  authority 
to  alienate  and  sell  the  snme,  and  tliat  tlie  said  land,  with  the  privileges 
and  appurtenances  aforesaid,  is  feir  and  clear,  and  fairly  and  clearly 
acqnitted  and  discharged  fh>m  all  former  gifts,  grants,  bergalns,  sales, 
forfeitures,  attnchmonts,  {ndgments,  execntlons,  mortgages,  nnd  incum- 
brances whatsoever,  from  the  beginning  of  tiie  world  to  this  day,  and 
the  ssld  bargained  premises  to  wurrant  and  clefond  from  or  against  any 
person  or  persons  claiming,  or  that  shall  or  may  hereafter  claim,  any 
right,  title,  or  Interest  in  or  unto  the  same,  or  any  part  or  parcel  thereof, 
from,  by»  or  under  him,  the  said  Philip,  aUa§  Metaeum,  or  his  heirs, 
executors,  administrators,  successors,  or  assignees,  whereby  the  grantees 
and  their  associates,  or  either  of  them,  or  either  of  their  heirs,  execu- 
tors, administrators,  and  assigns  shall  or  mny  be  ejected  or  evicted  out 
of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  molested  in  the  qnlot  and  pesceable 
possession  and  eiijoyment  thereof;  and  ftirther,  the  said  Philip,  afios 
Metaeum,  doth  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors,  administrators,  succes- 
sors, and  assigns  covenant  and  promise  to,  and  with  the  said  grantees 
and  their  associates  and  their  and  every  of  their  heirs,  executors,  ad- 
mintotrators,  and  assigns  that  he,  tlie  said  Philip,  o/fcu  Metaeum,  upon 
reasonable  and  lawful  demand  shall  and  will  do  and  perform,  or  cause 
to  be  done  and  performed,  any  and  all  such  further  act  or  acts,  whether 
by  acknowledging  this  deed  of  sale  or  any  other  kind  whatsoever  that 
shall  or  may  be  for  the  more  fblly  completing  and  oonflrming  the  afore- 
bargained  premises  nnto  the  said  grantees  and  their  associates  and  to 
their  and  every  of  their  hairs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns 
according  to  the  tnie  Intent  hereof  and  the  colony  aforesaid. 

**  In  witness  whereof,  I,  tho  said  Philip,  oUos  Metacnm,  to  these  prsa- 
•nts  have  put  my  hand  and  seal,  the  twenty-eightli  day  of  September, 
anno  domini  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-two,  and  in  the 
twenty-fourth  year  of  our  Sovereign,  Cliarles  the  Second,  King  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland. 

"Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  The  mark  of  the 

In  presence  of  "Philip,  P  o/ios  Mbtatum.  [Seal.] 

"  JosKPn  WiLBoas,  abovesaid  Philip, 

"  John  Wikchsoomsb.  •"«•  Metaeum. 

**  Thomas  Patoahvt.  The  mark  of 

The  mark  of  "Oaptaih  h^  ANHAWAif. 

**  Thomas,  T  Indian,  aUat  Sank-  TIiq  ^^I^  ^ 

■"".  *<  Unkantahoonbt.  T 

"MuNASnUM  P  NiMROO. 
**  GHOtNANOSON.  A 

"  Thto  deed  wss  acknowledged  by  Philip,  alio*  Metaeum,  this  1st  day 
of  October,  1672,  before  me. 

*'  Constant  Southworth,  Attitl. 
'*  Thto  deed  to  recorded  according  to  order  of  Nathaniel  Morton,  sec- 
retary to  the  conrt  for  the  Jurisdiction  of  New  Plymouth,  for  the  great 
book  of  records,  enrolled  folio  827.** 
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The  foregoing  was  copied  from  the  records  in  the 
old  Proprietors'  Book,  now  in  the  town  clerk's  oflSce 
at  Dighton. 

The  deed  of  the  other  strip  of  land,  one  mile  wide 
and  four  miles  in  length  from  east  to  west,  lying  below 
and  adjoining  the  first  tract,  was  signed  by  Philip,  Oct. 
1, 1672.  The  consideration  was  forty-seven  ponnds, 
and  the  land  was  conveyed  to  Constant  Southworth, 
treasurer  of  Plymouth  Ck>lony,  who  immediately  trans- 
ferred all  his  right  to  the  committee  of  the  associates 
already  mentioned.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  British 
monarchs  still  kept  up  their  unfounded  claim  to  do- 
minion over  France.  Charles  II.  is  designated  in 
the  deed  king  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland, 
about  as  preposterous  a  claim  as  it  would  be  for  Queen 
Victoria  to  style  herself  queen  of  Great  Britain,  the 
United  States,  and  Ireland. 

The  old  record-book  of  the  proprietors  of  the  South 
Purchase,  from  which  these  documents  are  copied,  is 
an  ancient-looking  affair,  bound  in  untanncKi  hog- 
skin,  and  having  leather  strings  to  tie  the  covers  to- 
gether. Some  of  the  writing  in  it  is  very  clear  and 
legible,  and  some  is  written  in  a  cramped  hand,  diffi- 
cult to  decipher.  The  ink  used  was  excellent  in 
quality,  and  is  as  black  as  jet  after  the  lapse  of  more 
than  two  hundred  years.  The  making  of  good  black 
ink  appears  to  be  a  lost  art. 

Here  follows  the  assignment  of  the  deeds  by  the 
committee  to  their  associates : 

**  Th4  OommUlmi*i  D^oralUm  of,  or  imd,  lo  Ihtbr  Aatoetatm.—Thi^  pres- 
ent writing  declareth  to  all  to  whom  it  may  ooneem,  that  whereas,  the 
honoured  Court  of  Ply  mouth,  in  New  England,  granted  to  James  Walker, 
Senior,  and  John  Richmond,  of  Taunton,  in  the  colony  of  Plymouth 
aforesaid,  in  order  to  purchase  a  traet  of  land  of  the  Indians  for  the  free 
inhabitants  of  the  Township  of  Taunton  aforesaid,  as  by  the  records  of 
the  said  Court  It  may  mora  ftilly  appear,  the  above  said  tract  of  land  to 
lying  and  being  on  the  west  side  of  Tannton  Great  River,  so-ealled,  and 
for  the  better  managing  of  the  said  purchass,  the  frea  inhabitants  of 
Tnunton  aforesaid  James  Walker  and  John  Riehmond,  William  Bran- 
ton,  Ksqnire,  Lieut.  George  Maoey,  Richard  Williams,  Walter  Daane^ 
and  William  Barvey,  all  of  them  inhabitants  of  Ttionton  albresald,  as  a 
committee  to  act  for  and  In  the  behalf  of  the  fVee  Inhabitants  of  Taun- 
ton aforesaid,  that  whatsoever  this  above-named  committator  the  mi^Jor 
part  of  them  should  do  in  or  respeeUDg  the  praniissa,  shoald  ataod  firm 
and  good  as  by  the  records  of  the  tovm  may  at  large  Appear,  the  abora- 
named  committee  obtaining  deeds  for  the  above^eaid  tract  of  land,  niidar 
the  hands  and  seato  of  the  right  proprietors  thereof  to  be  to  the  abova- 
said  commute*  And  their  assooiates,  and  to  tbsir  belrs,  azsentovi,  and 
assigns,  the  ssld  committee  declaring  ander  thdr  hands  who  might  be 
their  fbll  associates  in  all  respects  whatsoever,  in  the  said  tracts  of  land 
named  in  the  said  deeds  fh>m  Philip  Sachem,  alias  Metacnm,  and  Mr.. 
Constant  Southworth,  treasursr  for  the  Oolony  aforeeaid,  dated  the  SSth 
day  of  September,  1672,  and  the  other  deed  the  1st  day  of  Oetobar  in  the 
year  1872,  upon  conditions  inserted  in  the  records  of  the  said  town, 
bearing  date  the  eth  of  December,  1878,  as  by  the  records  of  the  said 
town  may  appear.  Now,  we,  the  abovesaid  Oommittee  do  by  these 
presents  declare  that  those  men  whose  names  are  underwritten,  and  none 
but  thoee  are  ftilly  associated,  and  as  I^Uy,  completely,  and  firmly  in- 
terested and  entitled  In  the  above  said  tract  of  land,  specifled  in  the 
above-named  deeds,  as  this  above-named  Committee  whose  names  are 
inserted  In  the  said  deeds,  and  as  equally  Interested  as  It  to  already  laid 
out  by  lott,  and  In  that  part  of  the  abovesaid  lands  which  shall  be  here- 
after divided  by  lott.  Arm,  and  free  to  them  and  to  their  heirs,  executors, 
and  assigns  forever,  acknowledging  theee  and  none  but  these,  have  par^ 
formed  all  condiUons  speeifled  In  the  said  declaration  bearing  date  De- 
cember the  8th,  1872,  as  aforesaid ;  In  confirmation  hereof  we,  the  m%|or 
part  of  the  above  said  Oommittee,  have  set  onr  hands  ander  the  naasa 
of  the  assodatss  ttils  18th  day  of  March,  ISSS-Si.** 


BhidncU  Wlll»n. 


JiibiiTJkU]e.Sr. 

Jo..|>I.  UM. 

OLrbttph.rTlin*.r, 

Junu  L«Diird,  Jr. 

JshD  Fun. 

JabD  LIucoId. 

BdiHrd  BobUtl. 

Rlvb>rdSl.pl»p>. 

Edwinl  U*<r. 

Jwpb  wim.. 

Thamu  Uuwrll, 

Mjuy  8ti«t 

N.ll.>i>icl  Tt.)-.r. 

Haiii7AiHlnw>,Jr. 

B>Bn<l  PiUL 

ThDmM  Hiniy,  Ji 

Klcta«l»WI.IU,Sr. 

lunQ  I),.n., 

BuhdiI  Hill. 

Uin  Dtuo. 

Ju»*Lwi>ud,Sr. 

Tl.oBi«Wtl!l.iin. 

TI,OM.Uu«.ld,ar. 

Wllllini  WltkinlJ, 

Tli'inui  Unsoln,  Jr. 

Ri<h4rd  Urtfgt 

rnncUSollb. 

S.>n»l  WllllMi.. 

JUDH  Burt. 

Jud»  W,JI»(,  Jr. 

JOBibAunlo.Sc. 

P.t>r  W.lkar. 

0»>ci  W><K». 

Iinul  Tbr»b*r. 

Thcmuu  LMUmd, 

au..u<>i  MK.r. 

NIebulu  Whll^Jr 

Jir^  Tilbol. 

Thonu  D«D«. 

JobBSo.Hh.Jr. 

JoHpb  WIIIUbu. 

Juhn  MucooiUr,  Jt 

JobD  Ttol.1.,  Jr. 

Tbomu  &iii>>Ur]>. 

JuuhTIhUIi. 

of  the  proprieton  of  the  tiouth  Piirchue.    They  had 
chili]r«fi   who   survived    tlieni, — Jamea,  I'eier, 
Eleaier,  Hestct,  and    Deborah.     James'  Btiuond  wife 
IS  Sarnh  Rew,  wMow  of  Edward  H«w.    She  was  [he 
daughter  of  Joha  Richmond,  of   Tauntoo.      Jainea 
Walker  died  Feb.  15,  1691,  aged  seveiUy-three.    Ac- 
cording to  the  history  of  Ihe  Walker  funiity,  written 
Bome  years  ago  by  Rev.  J.  B.  R.  Walker,  of  Holyoke, 
Mass.,  Janie«  was  an  extensive  land-owner,  and  was 
ut  iiitereattid  in  an  iron-worka  and  s  saw-mill.     He 
la  one  of  the  sik  proprietors  of  Asaoiiet  Nock,  was 
e  of  the  Delectnien  of  Taunton  for  eight  yeum,  and 
IB  a  deputy  to  the  Plymouth  Court  fur  aiitceu  years. 
He  was  evidently  a  man  of  sagacity  and  public  spirit. 
es,  born  in  16Tii,  died  in  ITIS,  married 
Bethsheba  Urookn,  of  Rehoboth.    They  had  six  sons 
ind  tivo  daughters,     lie  lived  at  the  weir  iu  Taunton, 
tnd  kept  a  public-house.     In  his  will  he  lelt  to  his 
ion  David  "  two  lower  lots  in  Dightou,  where  he  now 


Whet)  the  lota  were  surveyed  seven  roads  were  laid 
out,  running  westerly  from  the  river  two  milea  iuto 
the  woods,  and  there  was  a  town-landing  at  the  river- 
end  of  each  road.  Ai^rwards  rouda  were  laid  out 
running  north  and  south.  The  red-oak  appears  to 
have  been  a  commi>n  tree  on  the  banks  of  the  river  at 
that  lime,  for  aevenil  of  tlie  town-laudings  are  indi- 
cated by  lines  running  to  or  from  red-oak  trees.  In 
one  of  the  documents  of  that  time  the  Segregnnset 
River  is  called  the  Sequeteganet.  Muddy  Cove  had 
the  same  name  then  as  now,  as  did  also  Broad  Cove. 

The  name  of  Walker  has  been  a  conspicuous  one 
in  the  annals  of  this  town.  In  1635  two  brotliers, 
James  and  William  Walker,  came  to  this  country 
from  England.  James  was  born  in  1619.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Phillips,  settled  in  Taunton,  aud  was  one 


iah  thre 


dwells,"  and  to  hi 
DIghlon. 

Peter  Walker, 
died  in  1711,  wa> 
company  with  Ji 

of  three  suns  and  three  daughters 
The  inventory  amounted  to 


upper  lots  i 


of  the  lirst  James,  born  in  1649, 
iron  dealer  and  manufacturer,  in 
I  Philips.    In  his  will  the  names 

itioucd. 

id  fiAy- 


pounds,  including  "homestead,  with  hoi 
chard,  with  little  islaud  joining  to  Nicholas  Stevens', 
his  mill,  with  all  the  land  belonging  to  the  farm, 
being  four  hundred  acres."  According  to  the  Walker 
historian,  Peter's  iron-works  were  ou  this  island, 
which  is  formed  by  the  division  of  Three-Uile  River 
at  North  Dighton.  Peter  Walker  lived  in  the  Hrst 
house  nortli  of  theThree-Mile  River  on  the  road  from 
Taunton  to  Dighton.  It  is  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  Stephen  Pierce,  Esq.  It  was  remodeled  in  the 
early  part  of  this  century, 

Hester,  daughter  of  the  first  James  Walker,  born 
in  1660,  died  in  1G96,  married  Joseph  Wood  (after- 
wards Atwood),  of  Taunton,  They  were  the  ances- 
tors of  the  Atwoods  of  Tuunton  and  Dighton.  Their 
children  were  Joseph,  born  iu  1681,  died  Sept.  26, 
1724,  married  Uary  Bead,  aud  was  a  representative 
in  the  General  Court  from  Dighton  iu  1729  (his  daugh- 
ter Hannah  married  Thomas  Rase,»f  Dighton),  Jolm 
and  Ephraim.  Ephraim  Atwood, son  of  Joseph, mar- 
ried Ruth,  daughter  of  Col.  Sylvester  Richmond, and 
he  represented  Dighton  iu  the  General  Court  in  1718. 
He  was  town  clerk  for  several  years,  as  was  his  father 
Joseph  before  him.  Ephraim  and  Ruth's  children 
were  Silvester,  born  in  1725;  Ruth,  born  in  1727; 
Ephraim,  born  in  1737,  and  Joanna,  born  after  her 
father's  death. 

Dchurah  Walker,  daughter  of  the  first  James,  of 
Tannton,  married  George  Gooding.  He  settled  in 
the  South  Purchase  in  167S,  being  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers. 

Jnmus,  son  of  James  Walker,  the  second  of  that 
name,  was  born  in  1674  and  died  in  1749.     He  mar- 
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ried  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Richmond,  of  Taunton. 
He  lived  west  of  Three-Mile  River,  in  Dighton.  His 
will  gives  the  names  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter. 
James  Walker's  third  son,  Nathan,  born  in  1677,  died 
in  1747,  lived  in  Dighton.  He  married  Abigail  Rich- 
mond, of  Taunton,  and  they  had  six  children. 

James  Walker,  the  third  of  that  name,  had  a  son 
David,  who  died  in  1765.  He  was  twice  married,  and 
he  lived  on  the  farm  that  was  south  of  the  one  now 
owned  by  the  heirs  of  Charles  W.  Green.  It  formerly 
belonged  to  Seth  Austin.  David  was  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  in  1721  and  again  in  1745.  He  was 
one  of  the  selectmen  in  1732,  and  he  held  a  captain's 
commission  in  the  militia.    He  had  nine  children. 

The  third  James  Walker's  son,  Josiah,  died  in 
1749.  He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  George  and 
Deborah  Gooding.  His  father  left  him  three  upper 
lots  in  Dighton.    He  had  four  children. 

Peter  Walker,  son  of  the  first  James,  had  a  son, 
born  in  1692  and  died  in  1752.  He  married  Mercy 
Richmond.  He  resided  in  Taunton,  and  had  no 
children.  In  his  will  he  gave  ''to  my  kinsman, 
Elisha  Walker,  son  of  my  brother  James,  deceased, 
and  to  Eleazer  Walker,  grandson  of  my  brother 
Peter,  all  the  lands  in  Dighton,  excepting  twenty 
acres  given  to  Josiah  Richmond,  and  if  either  Elisha 
or  Eleazer  die  without  issue,  then  to  Nathan  Walker, 
son  of  Nathan,  and  if  he  die  without  issue,  then  to  the 
next  of  my  kin,  and  not  to  go  out  of  the  Walkers  for 
all  generations."  His  homestead  was  near  the  burial- 
place  which  he  gave  for  the  use  of  his  kindred,  and 
which  contains  the  oldest  inscription  in  Taunton. 

Among  the  prominent  individuals  bearing  the 
name  of  Walker  in  this  town  was  Dr.  George 
Walker,  son  of  Col.  Elnathan  by  his  third  wife.  He 
was  born  Sept.  7, 1761,  and  died  Oct.  13, 1844.  He 
married  Thankful  Burt,  daughter  of  David.  She 
died  in  1837,  aged  seventy-two  years.  George 
Walker  was  about  fourteen  when  his  father  died, 
and  he  then  removed  to  Middleborough  with  his 
mother.  When  the  Revolutionary  war  broke  out  he 
was  drafted  into  the  army.  He  was  in  Capt  Ed- 
ward Blake's  company,  and  served  in  Rhode  Island. 
After  the  war  he  studied  medicine,  bought  the  home- 
stead of  his  father,  and  removed  there  in  1792.  He 
practiced  medicine  in  Dighton  for  nearly  fifty  years, 
and  frequently  served  the  town  as  selectman  and  as- 
sessor. He  was  also  a  representative  to  the  General 
Court  for  several  years.  He  was  pensioned  for  his 
service  in  the  war.  He  held  a  justice's  commission 
for  nearly  forty  years.  He  was  considered  a  very 
skillful  physician  and  an  estimable  man.  His  son 
George  was  also  prominent  in  Dighton  and  Taunton 
affairs.  He  was  a  land  surveyor,  and  represented 
Taunton  in  the  General  Court  for  several  years. 

Another  prominent  man  in  town  affairs  was  Nehe- 
miah  Walker,  son  of  Elijah,  born  in  1769,  died  May 
7,  1856,  aged  eighty-seven.  He  married,  in  1796, 
Elizabeth  Frances,  who  died  in  1847,  in  her  seventy- 


first  year.  Nehemiah  resided  in  the  northwest  part 
of  the  town,  was  a  farmer,  and  was  selectman  for 
several  years,  and  represented  the  town  in  the  Legis- 
lature eight  years.  He  exerted  a  large  inflaence  in 
town  affairs.    He  had  eight  children. 

The  foregoing  are  only  a  few  names  culled  from 
the  many  Walkers  who  have  resided  in  this  town. 
"  The  name  Walker,"  says  Lower  in  his  "  Surnames," 
'*  signified  either  (Anglo-Saxon,  wecUcere)  a  fuller  or 
an  officer  whose  duty  consisted  in  walking  over  or 
inspecting  a  certain  space  of  forest  ground.  In  the 
north  of  England  a  fulling-mill  is  still  called  a  walk- 
mill."  There  was  another  forest  officer,  a  "ryder," 
who  superintended  the  walkers.  He  was  mounted, 
and  his  supervision  extended  over  a  large  district 

The  following  correspondence  from  the  American 
Silk  Journal^  published  in  New  York,  one  of  the  edi- 
tors of  which,  Mr.  Byron  Rose,  is  a  native  of  Dighton, 
will  need  no  explanation : 

**  NOBTH  DlGRTOX,  Mllin  '•<»•  7,  1888. 

*'  Editor  or  thk  AMSitioAif  Silk  Jourmal: 

**  D0ar  Sitf—Thi*  propoMd  drtn  for  Mri.  Gkrflold  !•  by  no  meaiM  the 
flnt  of  ontirtly  AmerioRO  growth  Rnd  mRDofRotarw,  thooo  PhilRdolphiR 
iRdlee  to  the  contniry  notwithttRndlng.  ■  One  hondrod  mud  flflgr  jmn 
Rgo  we  DiRde  most  of  oar  cloth  of  wool  Rnd  Hrx,  Rod  In  Oonnoetloat  r 
coiialderRble  Rmonnt  of  lilk.  Frum  the  yoRn  1800  to  1812,  my  mother 
lived  In  IfRnsfleld,  Conn.,  where  the  wri  employed  In  rRlelng  ellk- 
worma,  reeling  the  tilk,  dyeing  the  mme,  etc.  At  tiiRt  time  only  few* 
Ing-ellk  WR8  made  from  Uie  emootli  threRds,  rr  reeled  from  the  cooooiw, 
the  greRt  ends  and  floee,  or  tow,  ri  lome  CRiled  It,  WRg  mRde  Into  eloth, 
stock ing-yRrn,  etc  The  rough  ellk  Rmoanted  to  Rbont  one-third  of  the 
whole.  In  1812  my  Ikther  nnd  mother  were  mRrried  Rnd  settled  In 
Bristol,  B.  I.  Finding  mnlberry-trees  there,  she.  In  181S,  sent  to  Oon- 
necticntand  obtained  silk-worm  eggs,  Rnd  niRde  from  the  ooooons  rsieed 
from  tliem  tlie  first  silk  ever  made  in  the  StRte  of  Rhode  Island.  In 
1826  my  pRrents  moved  to  IHghton,  end  in  my  personRl  remembnuioe, 
from  1830  for  mRny  years,  silk  made  by  my  fiunily,  who  rRised  the  mul- 
berry-trees, silk-worms,  ooooons,  Rnd  r11,  wrs  r  common  thing 

"  It  Is  safe  to  say  thRt  of  the  tons  of  silk  thRt  were  grown  in  this  conn- 
try,  nearly  one-third  was  msde  Into  homespnn  cloth.  My  mother  made 
silk  for  herself  from  1813  to  1867,  r  period  of  forty-fonr  yoRra.  I  myself 
hare  had  pantaloons  and  tests  mado  fh>m  silk  we  grew,  bat,  though  I 
*did  walk  In  silk  attire,*  I  derived,  so  fiu*  as  I  cru  remember,  bat  little 
pleasure  therefrom,  for  the  voracity  of  the  wonns  compelled  me^  asRboy, 
in  rII  sorts  of  weether  to  gether  leeves  for  them  to  eRt 

"Hbhrt  W.  Hart." 

■■  Kbw  BsDroEn,  Mari.,  Feb.  8, 1888. 
*' Editor  or  tor  Amirioait  Bilk  Jovrmal: 

**  Dtar  Sir,— Mrs.  Beecome  HRrt  took  tho  first  silk-vromMi  to  Dighton, 
pUnted  the  molberry-treea  upon  which  they  fed,  Rod  nUeed  the  cocoons. 
From  the  worms  which  Mrs.  HRrt  gave  my  graiidmother  (Mrs.  SHrr 
TRlbot),  who  WRS  rIso  r  resident  of  Dighton,  were  raised  the  cocoons 
frum  which  she  CRrded,  spun,  Rnd  wove,  then  had  colored  Rnd  WRtered, 
the  dress  of  which  you  hRve  been  informed,  Rnd  r  piece  of  which  I  encloae 
herewith.  It  wrs  mRde  from  the  tow  of  tho  silk.  Mrs.  HRrt  Rnd  Mrs. 
TRlbot  rIso  mRde  a  large  amount  of  very  nice  sewlng-sllk.  My  grand- 
mother's dress  must  have  been  made  between  forij  and  fifty  yeera  Rgo, 
Rud  the  essertion  thRt  the  propoeed  drras  for  Mrs.  G«rfleld  is  the  first 
AmericRu  silk  dress,  in  botli  culture  Rnd  nutnufiicture,  is  oertRinly  open 

to  question. 

*'LiniR  A.  DumrBs.** 

As  Dighton  initiated  the  culture  and  manufacture 
of  silk  in  this  State,  it  would  seem  a  very  appropriate 
place  in  which  to  carry  on  its  manufacture,  at  least, 
on  a  large  scale,  and  in  which  to  build  up  a  thriving 
village  devoted  to  the  business,  like  that  of  South 
Manchester,  in  Connecticut  Land  is  cheap  here, 
there  are  good  facilities  for  reaching  the  markets,  and 
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there  is  no  town  debt  to  make  taxation  high.  All 
that  is  needed  are  men  of  business  enterprise  and 
capital. 

Dighton  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.— With 
scarcely  an  exception  the  people  of  this  town  were 
intensely  loyal  to  the  Union  cause  during  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion,  and  responded  promptly  to  the  several 
calls  of  the  government  for  men.  The  following  men 
were  in  1861  and  1862  mustered  into  tlie  Seventh 
Regiment,  Col.  Couch  commanding,  moat  of  tliem  for 
three  years:  Daniel  D.  Andrews,  Henry  C.  Talbot, 
Elhanan  Ingalls,  James  E.  Rawson, .  Augustus  F. 
Gammons,  Frank  Rose,  Gustavus  Fisher,  Frederick 
Wink,  Frank  Wink,  Daniel  Edson,  Jr.  (quarter- 
master), George  R.  Ingalls,  George  T.  McLane,  Leon- 
ard Hathaway,  Benjamin  F.  Williams  (corporal), 
William  Martin,  John  W.  Pitts,  James  L.  Gay,  Wil- 
liam E.  Walker,  George  Perry,  George  T.  Briggs, 
William  0.  Brown,  George  R.  Trafton,  Henry  H. 
Jones,  Isaac  Hathaway,  Henry  E.  Reed,  William 
Hathaway,  James  H.  Luther. 

The  bounty  paid  at  that  time  was  fifteen  dollars. 
Five  of  the  above-named  men  deserted,  viz.,  Henry 
C.  Talbot,  Elhanan  Ingalls  (afterwards  re-enlisted  in 
New  York;  was  wounded  and  discharged),  Frank 
Rose,  Frederick  Wink,  and  Frank  Wink.  Of  the 
others,  Augustus  F.  Gammons  was  discharged  and 
re-enlisted  in  1864  in  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps; 
Leonard  Hathaway  was  promoted  to  first  lieutenant ; 
John  H.  Pitts  re-enlisted  in  1864 ;  James  L.  Gay  died 
Aug.  29,  1862.  William  £.  Walker  re-enlisted  in 
1864,  was  taken  prisoner  in  front  of  Richmond,  and 
after  six  months'  imprisonment  was  discharged; 
George  T.  Briggs  re-enlisted  in  1864 ;  Henry  H.  Jones 
died  ;  Isaac  Hathaway  and  Henry  E.  Reed  re-enlisted 
in  1864  in  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  United  States 
Army ;  the  bounty  of  those  that  enlisted  in  this  corps 
was  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

The  following-named  men  enlisted  for  three  years 
in  the  Eleventh  Rhode  Island  Regiment:  Oliver 
Jones,  Orlando  Fales,  Phineas  M.  Pratt,  and  Dennis 
Flatry. 

The  following  enlisted  in  1862  in  the  Twenty-fourth 
Massachusetts:  George  F.  Fales  and  Jetemiah  N. 
Brown. 

Charles  T.  Jones  enlisted  in  the  Forty-third  Mas- 
sachusetts ;  was  taken  prisoner  and  imprisoned  for  six 
months  at  Andersonville ;  he  escaped  in  November, 

1864. 

The  following  enlisted  in  Rhode  Island  regiments: 
John  QarroU, Third  Rhode  Island;  Nathaniel  Brown 
(promoted  to  colonel,  and  died  at  Port  Royal) ;  Fred- 
erick L.  Brown,  son  of  Col.  Brown,  enlisted  in  the 
Third  Rhode  Island ;  William  Pratt  and  George  H. 
Stratton,  in  the  Third  Rhode  Island ;  John  0.  Mar- 
vel, in  the  Fifteenth  Connecticut;  Ebenezer  L.  Briggs, 
in  the  First  Rhode  Island;  Edward  P.  Lincoln  and 
Calvin  M.  Perkins,  in  the  Thirty-third  Massachusetts; 
Benjamin  P.  Jones,  in   the  Fortieth  Massachusetts 


(was  mustered  in  Sept.  8,  1862;  he  died  of  fever  in 
the  hoapiul  at  Bermuda  Hundred,  Ya.,  Jan.  9, 1869)  ; 
Benjamin  P.  Jones,  Jr.,  John  O.  Walker  (died  in  the 
service),  Joseph  Spencer,  Thomas  A.  Briggs,  Edward 
B.  Marvel,  Albert  Dunlap,  MarUn  F.  Kinney,  Heniy 
R.  Briggs,  Horace  N.  White,  £.  Bradford  Gay,  Ed- 
ward E.  Wade  (killed  in  battle  May  20, 1864),Saninel 
B.  Westcoat,  Hodijah  Baylies,  James  L.  Spooner, 
Daniel  Fish,  and  John  A.  Briggs,  all  enlisted  in  the 
Fortieth  Massachusetts  (bounty,  three  hundred  and 
twenty -five  dollars) ;  Joseph  H.  Chace  and  Frederick 
W.  Shaw,  in  the  Seventh  Massachusetts,  June  11, 
1861 ;  Robert  Crossman,  Herbert  A.  Ohaoe  (dischaiged 
March  27, 1863),  Nathan  O.  Walker,  Edwin  Hadcina, 
George  A.  Walker,  Josiah  L.  Horton,  Oliver  H. 
Briggs,  Henry  N.  Goff,  L.  0.  Smith,  Adam  Wink, 
Albert  S.  Pratt,  John  Williams,  Baylies  R.  Chace, 
Sylvanus  D.  Jones,  Alvin  0.  Lincoln,  Henry  A. 
Williams,  Samuel  Hardy,  Henry  M.  Westcoat,  Wil- 
liam H.  Belden,  Nathaniel  M.  Babbitt,  James  O. 
Reed,  Stephen  N.  Smith,  Charles  H.  Talbot,  Charles 
H.  Briggs,  Edwin  Chace,  and  James  M.  Evans  were 
mustered  into  the  Ninth  Massachusetts  Sept.  28, 1868 
(bounty,  two  hundred  dollars) ;  Henry  F.  Root,  Artliur 
A.  Hathaway,  Andrew  C.  Pratt,  George  L.  Walker, 
George  S.  Whitmarsh  (died  at  Readville),  Oliver 
Jones,  Truman  S.  Gay,  and  Oliver  H.  Briggs  were 
mustered,  into  the  Fifty-eighth  Massachusetts  Regi- 
ment in  1864. 

The  following-named  men  served  in  the  navy: 
George  W.  Cobb  (2),  Benjamin  Cobb,  Jr.,  Thomas  A. 
Spencer,  Joseph  W.  Spencer,  Josiah  T.  Horton,  John 
Walmsley,  Henry  B.  Jones,  George  E.  Pierce,  and 
William  T.  Blake. 

According  to  the  records  there  were  ninety-five  men 
who  served  in  the  army  from  Dighton,  and  nine  in 
the  navy,  or  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  four.  The 
large  debt  contracted  by  the  town  for  war  purposes 
has  been  entirely  paid  off,  but  no  memorial  has  yet 
been  erected  to  the  memory  of  tliose  who  died  in  the 
service  of  the  government. 

The  following  article  from  the  New  York  Times  of 
Dec.  15, 1858,  conceruiiig  a  native  and  former  resident 
of  Dighton,  explains  itself.  It  was  received  too  late 
to  be  inserted  in  the  body  of  this  sketch,  and  is  there- 
fore placed  in  the  appendix.  A  sister  of  Capt  Pen- 
dleton is  still  living  in  this  town : 

"A  Huo  Who  has  Ooni— The  Bkaybbt  and  Humanitt  whicb 
MADE  Gapt.  Ouablbs  B.  Pbndlrton  known.— The  raceDt  doiiUi  of  Ckpt. 
ChftrlttN  U.  Pendlotou,  who  died  at  hU  recideuce  iu  Urooklyu  on  ChrUt- 
DiBii,  and  was  buried  at  Oyprena  Uillion  WednetMiajr,  recallM  to  Ilia  luiada 
of  all  old  New  Yorker*  tfie  loMof  the  tteanuhip  'Siin  Fraociflco'  in  1853, 
one  of  the  moHt  terrible  ocean  calamities  on  record  in  this  country,  bj 
which  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  lives  weie  lout.  Gapt.  Pendleton  was 
a  nntive  of  Blassachusetts,  haviug  been  born  In  Dighton,  April  24, 1816. 
lie  went  to  sea  when  a  lad,  and  gradually,  by  perseTerance,  energy,  and 
untiling  labor,  worked  his  way  up  from  the  ])osition  of  'monkey,* a* 
the  boys  on  sailing  vussuls  were  callud  in  those  days,  to  tlmt  of  master  of 
the  pocket-bhip  '  Lucy  Thoniitson,'  which  was  si>  long  and  fuvurably 
known  in  the  trade  between  this  city  and  Liver|K>ol.  Capt.  Pendleton 
commanded  this  ship  for  fourteen  years,  until  1862,  when  he  abandoned 
the  sea  and  entered  into  business  as  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  John  W. 
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In  the  preparation  of  tlie»e  pages  the  sources  trom 
which  information  has  been  obtained  have  been  ao 
various,  and  the  individuals  to  whom  the  writer  ie 
under  obligations  ho  nuuieroUH,  that  only  a  few  of 
them  can  be  mentioned  here,  and  iie  can  only  extend 
to  the  great  majority,  collectively,  hia  sincere  ihnnks. 
Among  those  not  already  mentioned  to  whom  lie  ia 
indebted  are  Hon.  Henry  Williama,  of  Taunlon;  Gen. 
E.  W.  Pierce,  of  Freetown;  C.  A.  Beed.  Eaq.,  of 
Taunton ;  and  H.  W.  Hart  ond  G.  K  Gooding,  Eaqs., 
of  North  Dighlon.  Mr.  W.  B.  Taylor,  of  Bristol, 
E.  I.;  Bev.  L.  Kinney  (historical  sketth  of  liaptist 
Ohurch);  and  also  the  pastors  and  clerka  of  ae vera! 
of  the  religious  societies  for  the  loan  of  records. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 

WESTON    BAHLE. 

Ralph  EarU  emigrated  from  England  probably  be- 
tween the  yearn  1(133  and  1638.  There  is  a  tradition 
presumed  from  the  directness  of  its  descent  to  be  au- 


thentic that  he  came  from  Exeter.  Of  this,  however, 
wo  have  obtained  no  positivu  proof.  No  efforta  have 
been  made  to  trace  his  family  prior  to  liis  arrival  in 
this  country. 

From  the  records  of  the  Colonial  Court  it  uppeais 
that  Balph  Earle,  with  nineteen  other  residenbt  of 
Portsmouth,  B.  I.,  petitioned  the  king,  under  date  of 
April  30,  1638,  for  "  permisBion  to  form  themselves 
into  B  body  politic."  Upon  the  records  of  the  town  of 
Portsmouth,  R,  I.,  under  date  of  flrst  of  eighth  moulh, 
O.B.  (October)  1638,  there  is  "  A  Catologue  of  auch 
(persons]  who  by  the  Genrall  consent  of  Uie  com- 
pany were  admitted  to  the  Inliabytunts  at  tlie  Island 
now  called  Aqucedneck,  having  submitted  themselves 
to  the  Government  that  is,  or  shall  be,  established 
according  to  the  word  of  Ood  tlierein."  Tliis  cata- 
logue contains  filty-nine  names,  of  which  that  of 
Ralph  Earlo  is  one.  Again,  under  date  of  "  April  ye 
30th  163!),"  his  name,  with  twenty-eight  others,  is  ap- 
pended to  the  following  declaration  of  alleglunce  : 
"We  whose  names  are  under  [written  doe  acknowl- 
edge'! ourselves  the  legell  subjects  of  [liis  majestie| 
King  Charles,  and  in  his  name  [doe  hereby  hindej 
ourselves  into  a  civil  body  politicke  unto  hia  lawus 
according  to  ninttors  of  juatico," 

March  21,  1640,  Balph  Earle  conveyed  "parcella 
of  upland  and  meadow,"  to  William  Baulston. 

At  a  town-meeting,  June  2, 1649,  Balph  was  "  choaea 
treasurer  for  this  next  year  ensuing,  and  also  overseer 
for  the  poor,"  and  at  another  towu-meeting,  April  29, 
1650,  he,  with  Ave  others,  was  chosen  "  fur  the  commit- 
tee for  the  General  Assembly  at  Newport  in  May  next." 
At  a  town-meeting  in  11)47  he  had  been"clioHen  to 
keep  an  Inn,  to  sell  beer  and  wine,  and  to  entertain 
Btrangers,"  but  at  a  similar  meeting,  Nov.  12,  1650, 
with  a  species  of  hair-splitting  worthy  of  the  nicta- 
phyaiciana,  it  was  "  voated  and  granted  that  Kulph 
Erl'a  house  wherein  he  now  dwellcth  lie  recorded  an 
Inn,  in  ye  room  of  ye  former  vote  that  he  was  an  Inn- 
keeper." It  would  appear  that  he  was  an  inn-keeper 
by  compulsion  rather  than  choice.  Jan.  16,  1651,  he 
was  "chosen  lo oversee  the  work  of  the  Prison,"  etc 
May  6,  1656,  with  two  others,  he  was  chosen  as  jury- 
man "  for  the  Qenerall  Court  of  tryals  to  he  held  in 
Providence."  In  1667,  he  joined  a"  troope  of  liorue," 
which  had  been  ordered  to  be  raised,  and  on  the  lOtU 
of  August  signed,  with  eighteen  others,  a  paper  ap- 
proving "'tlie  choyco  of  our  captaine  and  Lieiloniint 
to  the  full."  It  appears  that  Balph  was  afterwards 
captain  of  this  troop.  April  28, 1669,  he  waa  placed 
on  the  Grand  Jury ;  and  June  7,  1671,  he  and  eleven 
others  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  several  residents  of 
Newport,  were  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
tlie  colony  as  a  dpecini  Court,  to  sit  on  the  IJ^th  of 
the  same  month,  to  try  "  two  Indians  now  imprisoned 
upon  criminall  charge," 
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Several  deeds  of  real  estate  from  Ralph  to  other 
persons  are  upon  the  records  of  Portsmouth.  In  the 
"New  England  Genealogical  and  Antiquarian  Reg- 
ister/' vol.  vi.  p.  369,  it  is  stated  that  Ralph  claimed 
the  lands  of  the  Dutch  "  House  of  Good  Hope,"  now 
Hartford,  Conn.,  and  commenced  a  lawsuit  therefor 
against  Richard  Lord  and  James  Richards,  of  Hart- 
ford, possessors  of  the  Dutch  land  about  1667.  Earle 
affirmed  that  he  purchased  the  land  of  Underhill  in 
August,  1653,  and  paid  him  twenty  pounds  sterling 
for  it,  but  Underhill  protested  against  Ekirle's  claim. 
"  It  is  not  improbable,'*  continues  the  writer  in  the 
"  Register,"  "  that  there  was  some  foundation  for  this 
claim."  There  are  many  papers  on  the  subject  in  the 
archives  of  Connecticut.  We  have  no  record  of  the 
date  of  Ralph's  decease,  but  his  "  Will  was  Entered 
and  Recorded  the  14th  day  of  the  11th  month  (O.S.), 
1677,  as  Atest  John  Anthony,  Town  Clarke,"  of  Ports- 
mouth. 

Thomas  Earle,  of  Portsmouth,  was  received  a  free- 
man of  the  colony  in  1764.  No  other-  record  of  his 
name  has  been  found.  He  was  probably  a  son  of 
Ralph,  and  died  not  long  after  the  year  just  men- 
tioned. 

Ralph}  Earle  married  lone ;  settled  in  Ports- 
mouth, R.  I.,  in  1688.  His  children  were  Ralph, 
William*,  Mary,  Martha,  and  Surah.  William*  died 
in  1715.  His  children  were  William,  Ralph,  Thoma^t 
John,  and  Prudence.  Thomat^  lived  in  Warwick, 
R.  I.  He  died  in  1727.  His  children  were  William, 
Thomas,  Mary,  Oliver^ ,  Sarah,  Lydia,  and  Rebecca. 
Oliver*  married  Rebecca  Sherman,  and  lived  in  Swan- 
sea, Mass.  He  died  in  1766.  His  children  were 
Joshua,  Calebs,  Thomas,  and  Mary.  Oaleb^  was  born 
in  1729,  and  died  in  1812.  He  lived  in  Swansea, 
Mass.  He  was  twice  married,  first  to  Sarah  Buffi n- 
ton,  in  1745.  They  had  six  children, — Elizabeth, 
Weston^,  Caleb,  Benjamin,  Joshua,  and  David.  His 
second  wife  was  Hannah  Chase.  They  were  married 
in  1769.  Their  children  were  Mary,  Jonathan,  Re- 
becca, Daniel,  Sarah,  Oliver,  and  William.  Weston^ 
was  born  in  Swansea  in  1750,  and  died  Sept.  5,  1888. 
He  married  three  times,  first  Hepsibeth  Terry.  Their 
children  were  Caleb,  Sarah,  Hepsibeth.  His  second 
wife  was  Sarah  Slade.  (See  Slude  biography,  in  Som- 
erset.) Their  children  were  John',  Slade,  Eklward  S. 
His  third  wife  was  Martha  Smith.  They  had  one  son, 
Thomas  G.  John''  was  born  May  24, 1790.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen  he  began  teaching,  and  continued  in  this  em- 
ployment during  the  winter  months  for  thirty -seven 
years.  In  addition  to  the  common  school  studie^s  he 
taught  navigation  and  the  higher  branches.  He  was 
also  a  successful  farmer,  was  for  several  years  a  mem- 
ber of  the  General  Court,  and  for  two  years  occupied  a 
seat  in  the  State  Senate.  He  held  many  responsible 
positions  in  the  town,  where  his  value  was  recognized, 
was  n  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  often  called  upon 
to  administer  estates.  He  died  in  the  seventy-fiflh 
year  of  his  age.    He  married  Roby,  daughter  of  Asa 


Cornell  and  his  wife,  Martha  Mason.  She  was  bom 
in  Swansea  in  1789,  and  died  in  her  eighty-third 
year. 

Their  children  were  Weston*;  Sarah,  born  in  1811, 
married  Philip  Simmons  in  1835 ;  John  M.,  bom  in 
1819;  Elizabeth  M.,  bom  in  1822,  married,  in  1857, 
F.  A.  Boomer,  of  Fall  River,  Mass.  (See  biography  in 
history  of  Fall  River.) 

Weston*  Earle  was  born  Feb.  19, 1810,  in  Swansea, 
where  he  continued  to  reside,  working  on  his  fitther's 
farm  until  he  was  twenty-one.  He  then  went  to 
Rochester  for  three  years,  when  he  returned  to  Swan- 
sea, where  he  worked  on  a  farm  until  he  was  twenty- 
eight.  In  1837  he  purchased  his  present  farm,  where 
he  has  lived  since  1838.  He  is  a  firm  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party.  He  was  for  many  years  one 
of  the  selectmen  of  Dighton.  He  is  a  descendant  in 
the  eighth  generation  from  Ralph  Earle,  who  came 
from  England,  and  was  one  of  the  first  purchasers 
and  settlers  of  the  island  of  Rhode  Island  (in  1688). 
His  wife's  name  was  lone,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  has  a  grandson  and  granddaughter  named  after 
the  original  Ralph  and  lone  Earle. 

Mr.  Earle  married  Content  (daughter  of  Benjamin 
Slade  and  Elizabeth  Robinson),  born  Feb.  8, 1798,  at 
Swansea.  She  was  the  youngest  of  eight  children, 
who  all  lived  to  an  advanced  age. 

Children  of  Weston  Earle :  John  W.,  bora  July  6*, 
1838,  and  Elizabeth  S.,  born  May  1, 1841. 

John  W.  married  Caroline  £.  Searle,  of  Scitaatef 
R.  I.  Their  children  are  Ralph,  Howard  Weston 
(deceased),  lone  and  one  not  named  (twins). 


CHARLES  H.  OOODING. 

Charles  H.  Gooding  was  born  in  Dighton,  Mass., 
Feb.  5, 1812.  He  is  the  fifth  generation  of  the  Gtood- 
ings  who  have  resided  on  the  ancestral  farm  settled 
by  George  Gooding  in  1684.  He  had  emigrated  from 
Somersetshire,  England,  and  purchased  the  place  be- 
fore King  Philip's  war.  Gkorge  Gk>oding  had  four 
children,  three  daughters  and  one  son,  viz. :  Matthew, 
the  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
His  grandfather  and  father  both  bore  the  name  of 
Joseph,  the  latter  born  in  1772.  His  mother  was 
Betsey  Austin,  daughter  of  Seth  Austin,  Sr.,  of  Digh- 
ton, and  he  is  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  six  children, 
of  whom  he  and  his  sister  Betsey,  widow  of  the  late 
Samuel  -L.  Thaxter,  are  the  only  survivors. 

Mr.  Gooding  was  well  educated  in  the  branches 
taught  at  the  common  schools  of  his  native  town,  and 
received  additional  advantages  at  a  grammar  school 
in  Fall  River,  where  his  father  resided  and  carried  on 
the  clock-  and  watch-making  business  and  a  general 
jeweler's  store.  Charles  learned  of  his  father  the 
trade  of  a  clock-  and  watch-maker,  though  he  did  not 
continue  to  follow  that  pursuit.  He  served  as  deputy 
postmaster  at  Fall  River  about  one  year,  and  in  1884 
went  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  was  about  ten 
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years  engaged  there  as  a  book-keepef  for  his  brotlier, 
Albert  Gooding,  who  wae  a  Diercltanl  in  the  Spaniah 
WcHt  Indiii  trade.  In  1844  he  acUled  on  Ihe  hoinc- 
Htead  in  DighCon.  UDder  the  ad  ministration  of 
Preaidents  Taylor  and  Fillmore  he  was  inspector  of 
customs  at  Dighton,  a  branch  of  the  Fall  River  office 
being  then  kept  at  that  place.  He  has  carried  on  the 
homeatead  farm  since  his  return  there  in  1S44. 

Mr.  Gooding  was  married,  Feb.  5,  IS57,  to  Mary 
Almy,  daughter  of  Capt.  Abrahani  Briggs,  of  Digh- 
ton,  and  widow  of  Mr.  Gilbert  L.  Talbot.  She  wa«  a 
native  of  Providence,  K.  I.  Tliey  bad  no  children. 
She  died  Sept.  24, 1880,  aged  aixty-six  years  and  two 
montha. 

A  Whig  and  a  Republican  in  politics,  he  la  yet  an 
Independent,  and  bolierca  more  in  principles  and  men 
than  in  parly.  In  religious  faith  and  worship  bis 
atSIiations  are  with  the  Unitarian  Church,  and  he  is 
a  supporter  of  the  church  of  this  order  in  Dighton. 

We  append  to  this  brief  sketch  the  following  arti- 
cle, recently  published  in  the  Thun/on  Oatttlc,  re- 
specting tlie  occupation  pursued  by  several  niembera 
of  this  family  : 

"The  Goodibg  Family  op  Clockmakers,— 
A  recent  notice  of  the  death  of  a  member  of  the 
Qooding  family,  the  last  of  the  brothers,  natives  of 
Dighton,  suggested  the  grouping  of  a  brief  genealog- 
'ical  reminiscence  relative  to  the  history,  mechanical 
skill,  and  occupation  of  this  family  of  clock  and 
watchmakers.  Probably  no  similar  instance  can  bo 
cited  in  this  country  where  so  many  of  one  family 
followed  that  ingenious  business,  to  whom  may  lie 
lidded  nearly  a  duzen  descendants  pursuing  the  same 
occupations,  nearly  all  ciii/.ens  of  this  State. 

"  The  old  homestead  where  they  were  born  stands 
upon  the  estate  of  their  late  pilgrim  ancestor,  George 
Qooding,"  who  died  Jan.  1,  1712,  in  his  eightieth 
year.  His  son  Matthew  inherited  the  estate ;  Joseph 
was  the  third,  Joseph  (2d)  the  fourth,  in  lineal  descent, 
and  the  eldest  of  the  five  brothers,  and  three  sisters — 
Eebecca  (Mrs.  Reed),  Deborah  (Mrs.  Standiah),  and 
EliMbeth  (Mrs.  Perry)— comprised  the  family  of  the 
fourth  generation. 

"  Joseph  (4tli)  was  born  in  1772,  and  at  an  e-arly  age 
developed  a  remarkable  mechanical  genius  and  a  pe- 
culiar aptitude  for  clock  and  watch  machinery.  When 
about  sixteen  years  of  age  his  father  aeut  him  aa  an 
apprentice  loan  English  Quaker,  au  ingenious  watch 
and  clockmaker  in  Hanover,  where  he  remained  h 
few  years,  until  he  was  as  expert  as  his  master  in  the 
business.  lie  returned  to  Dighton,  and  commenced 
the  manufacture  of  brass  clocks  beforelie  was  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  in  a  little  room  in  the  old  home- 
stead, lie  afterwards,  in  1707,  built  a  store  near  the 
Upper  Four  Corners,  and  enlarged  the  business,  with 


two  of  his  brothers  as  apprentices,  in  making  the 
tall,  mahogany -cased  clocks,  alter  the  English  style, 
recently  imported  from  London  at  great  expense. 
These  clocks,  besides  the  time-dial,  noted  the  day  oF 
the  month  and  the  moon's  phases,  some  of  which 
may  be  found  in  old  family  residences  at  the  preeent 
day.  All  the  delicate  brass-work  was  exvcuted  by 
his  own  hands  and  those  of  his  brother  apprenticea. 
Not  a  cog-wheel  or  pinion  was  turned  out  by  ma- 
chinery, as  done  by  the  million  at  presenL  None  of 
those  grand  mahogany -cased  time-keepers  are  now 
made,  yet  many  are  still  keeping  note  of  the  time 
and  the  phases  of  the  moon  as  correctly  as  tliey  did 
nearly  a  century  ago.  Thosu  who  hold  them  iji  [in»> 
session  as  family  heirlooms  are  loth  to  part  with  their 
voncmble  Gooding  clocks  lor  any  considunitiuu, 
which  have  proved  such  reliant  time-keepers.  At  llie 
manufacture  of  these  famous  clocks  the  younger 
brothers,  sk  they  left  the  humble  school  and  palri- 
moninl  farm,  served  apprenticesiii|i  with  their  senior 
brother,  Jweph. 

"In  1826,  Joseph  removed  his  biinineas  to  Troy 
(now  Fall  River),  then  having  a  piipululjou  ai  lesi 
than  three  thousand,  and  followed  watchmaking,  at 
which  he  was  an  udepl;  also  a  designer,  engraver, 
and  die-cutler,  and  skillful  at  all.  After  remaining 
a  dozen  years  he  returned  to  his  homestead  in  Dighton 
in  ISSS,  and  resumed  Ihe  repairing  of  clocks  and 
watches  until  his  death,  in  1853,  at  the  age  of  eighty 

years  and  eight  months,     He  married  Austin, 

and  tliey  hud  two  daughters  iiiid  four  sons.  The  iwu 
eldest,  Joseph  and  Alburt,  folluwud  their  fnthur's 
business,  and  went  to  ilogotw,  South  America.  Wil- 
liam also  removed  Ilicre  in  the  sholl-cumb  nmnufuo- 
ture.  Albert  and  William  dieil  some  yours  ago,  and 
Joseph  died  recently.  Charles  II.,  who  cultivated 
the  ancient  family  estate  of  nearly  two  centuries, 
also  repairs  clocks  fur  diversion,  continuing  the 
family  occupation. 

"Josiah,  the  second  brother,  alter  finishing  his 
trade,  settled  in  Uristol,  R.  I.,  and  followed  the  clock 
and  watch  busiuess  until  his  death,  in  18G4,  at  the 
uge  of  eighty-eiglit  years.  He  left  four  sous,  two  of 
whom,  James  and  Josiah,  continued  the  same  busi- 
ness.   One  remains  in  the  futli^r's  store. 

"John,  the  third  brother,  went  into  business  in 
Plymouth,  remaining  there  until  his  death,  some 
eight  yeara  ago,  at  tlie  age  of  ninety,  Icuviug  three 
sons.  Ueujaniiu  succeeded  his  father,  and  James  ia 
oneof  the  prominent  members  of  the  Waltham  Watch 
Manufactory,  and  aided  in  building  up  that  enter- 
prising establishment  to  its  present  vast  proportions 
and  wide  reputation. 

"  Alansou,  after  leaving  his  apprenticeship,  settled 
in  New  I  ted  ford,  and  followed  the  busincMi  until  184U, 
when  he  retired.  He  made  a  trip  to  ICurupu  sovcml 
years  ago.     He  died  Nov.  18,  1877. 

"  Henry,  after  partially  serving  with  Joseph,  com- 
pleted liis  trade  with  Josiuh  at  Bristol,  and  oom- 
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mcnccd  the  clock  and  walch  business  in  Duxbury, 
where  he  married  and  remained  a  few  years.  He 
subsequently  removed  to  Boston,  and  continued  the 
favorite  business  in  Dock  Square,  Washington  and 
State  Streets,  until  age  caused  him  to  retire  about  a 
dozen  years  ago.  He  died  on  the  10th  of  December 
at  the  age  of  ninety-two  years  and  six  months,  leav- 
ing five  daughters  and  a  son,  but  none  to  continue 
the  business  of  the  father. 

"The  five  brothers  averaged  over  half  a  century  in 
devotion  to  that  business,  and  they  sustained  the  re- 
markable aggregate  age  of  nearly  four  hundred  and 
forty  years.  Their  sister,  Mrs.  John  Reed  (mother 
of  Henry  Grooding  Reed,  of  Taunton),  died  in  Jan- 
uary, 1872,  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety,  making 
the  aggregate  of  the  five  brothem  and  sister  over  five 
hundred  and  thirty  years.  All  lived  remarkably 
temperate  and  even-tenored  lives,  worthy  representa- 
tives of  their  sturdy  pilgrim  ancestry  and  lineage,  as 
well  as  their  successors  and  descendants,  who  follow 
them  in  the  ingenious  line  of  occupation.  It  is  a  rare 
record  of  a  family,  hence  it  may  be  of  readable  in- 
terest to  the  relatives,  friends,  and  others  who  may 
not  have  heard  of  the  Qooding  clock  and  watch- 
makers." 

ALFRBD   W.  PAUL. 

Alfred  W.  Paul  is  of  Scotch  descent,  and  is  lineally 
connected  with  one  of  the  oldest  families  in  Taunton. 
Two  brothers,  Richard  and  William  Paul,  came  to 
this  country  from  Scotland  at  an  early  day,  the  former 
on  board  of  the  ship  "  Castle"  in  1636-37.  He  was  born 
in  1616,  and  Nov.  7,  1638,  married  Margary  Turner, 
of  Taunton,  Mass.  The  same  year  he  took  an  in- 
ventory of  the  estate  of  John  Bryant,  of  Taunton. 
He  was  licensed  to  keep  a  victual! ng-house  Aug.  3, 
1640;  was  subject  to  military  duty  1643;  was  on  a 
jury  of  inquest  September,  1660,  and  again  July  23, 
1663;  June  7,  1662,  he  was  surveyor  of  highways, 
and  died  at  the  age  of  about  thirty-nine  in  1664,  his 
"  widow"  being  mentioned  in  the  will  of  Elizabeth 
Pool,  dated  March  17th  of  that  year. 

That  William  was  not  a  son  but  a  younger  brother 
of  Richard  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  he  *'  was  born 
in  Scotland  in  1624."  The  lineage  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  traceable  directly  back  to  this  ancestor, 
William.  He  was  a  weaver  by  trade,  and  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  John  Richmond,  of  Taunton.  Ho 
sold  a  dwelling-house  to  his  sons,  John  and  Edward, 
Feb.  27,  1687;  gave  five  acres  of  land  towards  the 
payment  of  Rev.  Mr.  Danforth,  the  Taunton  minis- 
ter, Feb.  27,  1688;  was  a  large  land-owner  in  the 
"Taunton  South  Purchase,"  containing  the  present 
town  of  Dighton,  which  was  bought  of  the  Indian 
"King  Philip"  in  1672  by  a  company  in  Taunton,  of 
which  \yilliam  Paul  was  a  member.  In  two  different 
divisions  of  the  purchase  he  received  lots  Nos.  3,  28, 
46,  and  86,  the  last  division  having  been  made  March 
18, 1683-84.    The  dates  of  the  deaths  of  William  and 


his  wife,  taken  from  their  tombstones,  are  as  follows: 
William,  died  Nov.  9, 1704,  aged  eighty  years;  Mary, 
his  wife,  died  Oct.  3, 1716,  aged  seventy-six. 

James  Paul,  the  eldest  son  of  William  and  Mary, 
was  born  April  7, 1667 ;  it  is  not  known  into  what 
family  he  married,  but  his  wife's  name  was  Mary. 
He  was  one  of  the  twenty-six  proprietors  of  the  South 
Purchase  (or  Dighton),  and  owned  three  shares 
March  26, 1716.  He  died  before  Jan.  14,  1724r-25, 
aged  about  sixty-seven  years.  James  Paul,  of  the 
third  generation,  also  married  a  wife  Mary,  and  had 
a  son  William  (fourth  generation),  boro  date  un- 
known. This  William  married  Mary  (family  un- 
known), died  about  1736;  their  son  James  (fifth  gen- 
eration) was  bom  in  Dighton,  date  unknown.  He 
married  Sarah  White,  and  moved  thence  to  Putney, 
Vt.,  about  1796,  where  he  died.  John,  the  second  son 
of  James,  above  mentioned,  was  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  was  one  of  the  party  of  twelve  men  who 
captured  the  British  commander,  Qen.  Prescott,  with- 
in the  British  lines  in  Rhode  Island,  while  John  was 
serving  in  the  command  of  Qen^  Barton.  He  was 
the  first  man  picked  by  Qen.  Barton  for  the  danger- 
ous service,  and  was  selected  to  throttle  and  secure 
the  British  sentinel  on  guard  at  night,  which  he  did. 
Subsequently  to  the  Revolution  he  removed  to  Ver- 
mont, where  he  died. 

Peter  White  Paul,  son  of  James,  of  the  fifth  gen- 
eration, was  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Alfred  W. 
Paul.  He  first  married  Silence  Briggs,  who  died  May 
7, 1796,  and  he  subsequently  married  a  second  wife, 
whose  name  was  Hannah.  He  lived  in  Dighton;  his 
death  was  caused  by  a  fall  from  a  load  of  wood  Jan. 
16, 1814.  He  left  children  by  each  wife;  among  the 
former  was  Peter  Paul,  father  of  our  subject,  bom 
March  20,  1787.  He  married  Dilly  Phillips,  who 
died  Sept.  14, 1819,  and  he  afterwards  married  Eunice 
Edson.  He  died  Oct  27, 1861.  The  children  by  the 
first  wife  were  Peter  W.  and  Nancy ;  by  the  second 
wife  Alfred  W.,  Elisha  K.  (of  Dighton),  Lucy  F. 
(twins),  and  Eunice. 

Alfred  W.  Paul  was  born  in  Dighton,  Mass.,  Aug. 
6,  1822.  He  was  brought  up  on  the  ancestral  farm 
and  educated  at  the  common  schools,  evincing  in 
early  life  an  aptitude  for  study,  which,  notwithstand- 
ing a  lack  of  opportunity  for  classical  instruction,  has 
enabled  him  to  acquire  large  knowledge  on  general 
subjects  and  to  become  exceptionally  well  informed 
on  the  special  subject  to  which  his  life  has  been  chiefly 
devoted,  viz.,  that  of  agriculture,  embracing  also  hor- 
ticultural studies  and  pursuits.  A  portion  of  his  early 
life  was  devoted  to  teaching  in  the  common  schools, 
for  which  he  was  in  part  prepared  by  one  term  spent 
at  the  State  Normal  School  at  Bridgewater,  Mass.,  in 
1844.  ' 

On  Nov.  26,  1846,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Deborah  Palmer  Briggs,  daughter  of  Silas  P.  Briggs, 
of  Dighton.  Her  ancestors  were  among  the  early 
settlers  in  this  portion  of  New  England.    The  fruit 
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of  this  union  was  one  son,  Silas  Alfred  Paul,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Paul  is  a  self-made  man,  and  in  every  respect 
the  architect  of  his  own  fortune,  haWng  by  his  owu 
unaided  exertions  made  his  way  from  poverty  to  com- 
parative competence.  His  honor  and  integrity  as  a 
man  have  also  been  preserved  unsullied  through  his 
struggles  for  worldly  success,  and  he  has  attained  a 
high  place  in  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  One  instance  may  be  mentioned  illustrative 
of  his  energy  and  self-reliance.  When  he  purchased 
the  farm  where  he  now  resides  in  1847  he  had  not  a 
dollar  in  his  possession,  and  bought  the  place  wholly 
upon  credit.  Of  course  he  did  not  fail  to  meet  his 
obligations,  and  it  is  mentioned  as  a  fact  that  he  suc- 
ceeded in  entirely  paying  for  the  place  in  about  eight 
years,  besides  carrying  on  the  expenses  of  living  and 
other  interests. 

He  has  given  special  attention  to  farming  and 
gardening,  illustrating  on  his  own  land  the  kind  of 
tillage  and  crops  which  yield  the  largest  percentage 
of  profit  per  acre.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Bristol 
County  Agricultural  Society,  and  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Horticultural  Society;  has  been  active  in  the 
meetings  of  these  societies,  and  has  written  some 
articles  on  the  subject  of  agriculture,  notably  "  My 
Farming  Experience,''  an  address  delivered  before 
the  county  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Board  of 
Agriculture  in  December,  1878.  This  article  was 
published  in  the  Annual  Reportof  the  Massachusetts 
Board  of  Agriculture  for  1878-79.  It  attracted  con- 
siderable attention,  and  he  received  letters  on  the 
subject  from  many  portions  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Paul  has  been  a  Republican  in  his  political 
principles  since  the  inception  of  that  party,  and 
voted  for  its  first  Presidential  candidate,  John  0. 
Fremont,  in  1856.  His  standing  in  relation  to  polit- 
ical questions  has  never  been  equivocal  or  doubtful, 
for  he  has  decided  opinions.  He  has  served  many 
years  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and  as  probate  judge 
has  settled  many  estates  to  the  general  satisfaction 
of  those  interested,  and  has  held  several  offices  in  his 
town. 

While  managing  his  home  land  in  a  manner  to  se- 
cure the  largest  returns  for  the  acres  cultivated  in 
1882  he  purchased  four  farms,  with  buildings  and 
improvements  thereon,  in  New  Hampshire,  which  he 
still  owns. 

He  and  Mrs.  Paul  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  Dighton. 


THOMAS    D.  STANDISIf. 

Thomas  D.  Standish,  whose  portrait  appears  on 
another  page,  is  a  lineal  descendant  in  tlio  seventh 
generation  from  Capt.  Miles  Standish,  who  came  over 
in  the  **  Mayflower."  The  latter  belonged  to  a  family 
of  some  consequence  in  England,  who  had  been  long 
established,  with  landed  possessions,  in  Duxbury,  a 


town  of  the  parish  of  Standish,  in  Lancashire,  where 
he  was  bom.  The  family  settled  in  Duxbury,  now  in 
Plymouth  County,  Mass.  Alexander,  Miles,  Joniah, 
Charles,  and  Lora  Standish  were  children  of  Capt. 
Miles  Standish,  by  his  wife,  Barbara. 

Alexander,  of  Duxbury,  eldest  son  of  Capt.  Miles 
Standish,  married  Sarah,  daughter  of  John  Alden. 
They  had  sons,  Miles,  Ebenezer,  and  David,  and 
daughters,  Lora,  Lydia,  Sarah,  and  Elizabeth.  Alex- 
ander, by  his  second  wife,  had  Thomas,  bom  1687, 
Desire,  born  1689,  and  Ichabod. 

Josiah,  of  Duxbury,  brother  of  Alexander,  married 
Mary  Dlngly,  Dec.  19,  1654.  They  had  children. 
Miles,  Josiah,  Samuel,  Israel,  Mary,  and  Lois. 

Miles,  son  of  Capt.  Miles  Standish,  lived  in  Boston, 
where  he  married  Sarah,  a  daughter  of  John  Wins- 
low,  July  19,  1660. 

It  is  probable  that  Thomas  D.  Standbh  is  descended 
from  Alexander,  of  Duxbury,  as  the  names  in  that 
branch  would  indicate,  although  the  records  are  not 
sufficient  to  establish  the  fact. 

David,  one  of  the  sons  of  Alexander,  was  of  the 
third  generation  from  the  original  Miles  Standish. 
The  line  of  descent  was  probably  through  Comfort, 
Lemuel,  and  David,  the  father  of  our  subject.  From 
an  imperfect  record  torn  from  an  old  family  Bible 
once  in  the  possession  of  David  Standish,  it  api>ears 
that  his  grandfather,  Comfort,  died  Jan.  4, 1795,  aged 
seventy  years.  This  would  make  his  birth  to  have 
occurred  in  1725.  He  married  Rachel  Magoon.  The 
record  of  their  children  is  as  follows : 

Lemuel,  born  June  25, 1746. 

Olive,  born  May  29, 1748. 

Hannah,  born  Sept.  1, 1751. 

Lucy,  born  March  6, 1754. 

Priscilla,  born  April  24,  1756. 

David,  bom  Sept.  1{),  1758. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  the  Leniuel 
Standish  above  mentioned.  His  wife's  name  was 
Hannah,  and  her  deatli  is  recorded  as  having  occurred 
Aug.  23, 1808,  aged  seventy-four  years.  David,  son  of 
Lemuel  and  Hannah  Standish,  was  bom  in  Hanover, 
Mass.    His  children  were: 

1.  Eliza,  born  Fob.  23, 1796. 

2.  Lucy,  born  Dec.  10,  1797. 

3.  Amanda,  born  Aug.  26,  1799. 

4.  David,  born  July  28, 1801. 

5.  Miles,  born  April  30,  1803. 

6.  J)eborah  Gooding,  born  April  29,  1805. 

7.  James  (died  young),  born  May  25,  1807. 

8.  Tliomas  D.,  born  April  29,  1809. 

9.  James  C,  born  May  9,  1812. 

Thomas  D.  Standish  was  born  on  the  homestead 
adjoining  his  present  residence,  in  Dighton,  Mass., 
his  father,  David,  having  removed  there  from  Han- 
over and  established  a  ship-yard,  which  he  carried  on 
for  a  number  of  years.  He  married  Deborah,  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Gooding,  who  was  born  and  reared  on 
the  old  Gooding  homestead  near  by.    They  had  nine 
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children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Thomas  was 
next  to  the  youngest  child.  He  received  a  common- 
school  education,  and  worked  on  the  farm  and  in  the 
ship-yard  during  his  minority,  part  of  the  time  in 
New  Bedford.  He  has  heen  a  man  of  unusual  energy 
and  perseverance,  having  acquired  hy  his  own  exer- 
tions all  that  he  possesses.  His  father  becoming  in- 
solvent through  losses  when  he  was  quite  young,  he 
managed  to  purchase  the  homestead  and  kept  it  in 
the  family,  paying  for  portions  of  it  from  time  to  time, 
as  he  could  earn  the  means  by  working  at  ship-build- 
ing. 

Dec.  17, 1843,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Cynthia 
Briggs,  daughter  of  George  Briggs,  of  Dighton.  Her 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Cynthia  Jones.  Mrs. 
Standish  was  born  Nov.  12,  1821.  They  have  had 
four  children,  one  son  and  three  daughters,  of  whom 
James  C.  and  Delia  T.  are  living,  the  former  married 
and  living  on  the  adjoining  homestead  farm,  the 
latter  living  with  her  parents. 


CHAPTER    XXI. 


FAIRHAVEN.' 


Not  unworthy  of  a  name  so  suggestive  is  the  pleas- 
ant town  which  lies  at  the  southeastern  corner  of 
Bristol  County.  Originally  a  portion  of  the  town- 
ship of  Dartmouth  incorporated  in  1664,  it  was  in- 
cluded in  a  grant  of  lands  from  their  Indian  owners 
to  the  colonists  dated  Nov.  29,  1652.  The  eastern 
boundary  of  this  grant  was  three  miles  eastward  from 
the  Acushnet  River.  The  Indian  name  of  the  vi- 
cinity was  Sconticut,  an  appellation  now  confined  to 
the  neck  of  land  which  stretches  from  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  town  into  the  bay.  In  1787  the  town  of 
New  Bedford,  including  the  present  city  of  that  name, 
together  with  the  towns  of  Fairhaven  and  Acushnet, 
was  incorporated.  In  1812,  when  political  feeling  ran 
high,  the  Jeffersonian  Democrats  of  Fairhaven,  de- 
risively called  "Corsicans"  by  their  opponents,  the 
Federalists,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  on  ac- 
count of  the  attitude  of  the  former  towards  Napoleonic 
affairs,  effected  a  division  of  the  township.  In  1860 
Fairhaven  was  in  turn  divided  by  the  setting  off  of 
its  northern  portion  as  the  town  of  Acushnet.  As  at 
present  constituted,  the  town  is  apparently  three  miles 
square,  exclusive  of  Sconticut  Neck.  From  its 
northern  limit  at  Acushnet  it  stretches  along  the  river 
until  it  reaches  its  southwest  corner  at  Fort  Pha^nix, 
where  the  river  broadens  into  an  arm  of  the  bay, 
forming  the  lower  harbor  of  New  Bedford  and  Fair- 
haven. This  western  water-line  is  broken  by  the 
marshes  connecting  the  Isle  of  Marsh  with  the  main- 
land, and  by  the  peninsula  on  which  is  situated  the 
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village  of  Oxford.  On  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river 
is  the  city  of  New  Bedford.  The  southern  shore-line, 
after  extending  nearly  due  east  from  Fort  Phoenix,  is 
indented  by  a  cove,  and  beyond  this  is  broken  by 
Sconticut  Neck,  which  extends  out  into  the  bay.  The 
eastern  boundary  is  formed  by  the  town  of  Mattapo- 
sett,  in  Plymouth  County.  The  surface  is  generally 
level.  Fort  Phoenix  stands  on  a  rocky  prominence 
overlooking  the  harbor  and  bay.  This  headland  was 
called  by  the  Indians  Nolscot,  and  the  ledge  of  which 
it  forms  a  part  extends  up  into  the  village,  and  crops 
out  in  Centre  Street  in  front  of  the  Congr^ational 
Church.  A  rocky  bluff  overlooks  the  river  near  the 
Acushnet  boundary,  and  the  land  rises  towards  the 
northern  and  eastern  sections  of  the  town. 

The  village  of  Fairhaven  is  in  the  southwestern 
corner  of  the  township,  on  the  river,  directly  opposite 
New  Bedford.  Just  north  of  the  village, but  with  no 
dividing  line  between,  is  the  little  village  of  Oxford, 
generally  known  as  the  "  Point"  In  the  eastern  part 
of  the  town  are  the  hamlets  of  New  Boston  and  Nas- 
katucket.  There  is  a  considerable  amount  of  wood 
and  farming  land,  and  along  the  southern  boundary, 
at  the  head  of  the  cove,  an  extent  of  salt  marsh. 
Probably  the  village  of  Fairhaven  grew  up  almost 
simultaneously  with  the  village  of  Bedford,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  beginning  near  the  middle 
of  the  last  century.  It  remained,  however,  very 
small  for  a  long  period,  for  we  find  no  record  of  the 
lay-out  of  a  street  untiM790,  no  church  established 
until  1794,  and  the  village  remained  confined  to  the 
wharves  and  a  few  short  streets  up  to  about  the  year 
1882.  The  following-named  persons,  proprietors  of 
lands  granted  by  William  Bradford,  deputy  governor 
of  Plymouth  Colony,  in  a  deed  dated  Nov.  18, 1694, 
probably  settled  in  this  vicinity :  Seth  Pope,  Thomas 
Taber,  Jonathan  Delano,  Isaac  Pope,  Lettice  Jenny, 
Samuel  Jenny,  Mark  Jenny,  Valentine  Nuddlesene, 
Samuel  Spooner,  William  Spooner,  John  Spooner, 
Joseph  Tripp,  Daniel  Sherman,  Edmund  Sherman, 
John  Davis.  The  first  settlers  probably  scattered 
themselves  over  the  limits  of  the  town  from  Sconticut 
Neck  to  Acushnet,  not  uniting  in  villages  for  some 
years.  There  was  a  garrison  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
just  above  the  Isle  of  Marsh,  in  the  old  days  of  In- 
dian warfare.  The  site  of  the  ancient  block-house, 
above  thelsleof  Marsh,  ison  land  of  Mr.  John  M.  How- 
land.  Tradition  relates  that  a  man  and  woman  by 
the  name  of  Pope  were  murdered  by  the  Ihdians  in 
the  locality  of  the  Frog  Pond  while  on  their  way  to 
a  fortified  place  of  refuge.  The  Frog  Pond  occupied 
land  which  now  borders  the  south  side  of  Spring 
Street,  between  William  and  Walnut.  Mr.  Howland 
has  gathered  an  interesting  collection  of  relics  from 
the  ruins  of  the  structure  previously  mentioned,  con- 
sisting of  household  utensils,  implements  of  Indian 
warfare,  and  among  the  rest  an  old  key,  supposed  to 
be  that  belonging  to  the  fortification,  the  name  of 
which  was  Cook's  Garrison.     The  old  Cook  house 
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stood  some  little  distance  east  from  this  point,  and 
was  burned  by  the  British  during  their  march  around 
the  river. 

One  of  the  earliest  purchasers  of  land  was  William 
Wood,  who  removed  here  in  1700  from  Little  Comp- 
ton,  E.  I.,  and  purchased  of  Philip  Taber  a  tract  ex- 
tending from  the  Bread  and  Cheese  road,  at  Oxford 
village,  on  the  north  to  the  land  of  EInathan  Pope 
on  the  south.  The  southern  boundary  of  this  tract 
was  the  northern  limit  of  the  twenty-acre  lot  after- 
wards laid  out  for  the  original  village  of  Fairhaven, 
and  must  be  a  short  distance  north  of  the  present  line 
of  Washington  Street.  Some  of  the  oldest  houses 
probably  dated  back  to  the  period  immediately  suc- 
ceeding King  Philip's  war,  and  a  few  possibly  ante- 
dated these.  We  are  told  that  the  old  house  back  of 
Mrs.  Paul  Burgess'  was  probably  the  first  house  in 
Oxford  village,  and  was  the  homestead  occupied  by 
William  Wood  after  the  purchase  of  his  farm.  Mr. 
Wood  bought  the  house  of  Philip  Taber,  who  proba- 
bly built  it  soon  after  the  close  of  the  Indian  war. 
The  remains  of  the  old  house  are  still  to  be  seen  at 
Oxford  village,  and  are  an  object  of  interest  to  the 
antiquarian.  The  house  was  built  of  wood  and  stone 
combined.  It  contained  a  huge  fireplace  and  was 
furnished  with  two  outside  doors,  one  opposite  the 
other,  in  order  to  enable  the  horse  to  get  in  the  logs 
to  burn.  It  was  the  custom  to  cut  down  the  logs, 
hitch  on  the  horse,  draw  them  into  the  house,  then 
roll  them  into  the  fireplace,  and  drive  out  at  the  op- 
posite door.  The  body  of  the  house  was  blown  down 
in  the  great  gale,  but  the  south  end  and  chimney, 
built  of  rough  stone  rudely  cemented  together,  still 
withstand  the  severity  of  storm  and  gale. 

The  earliest  record  found  by  the  writer  of  the  lay- 
out of  a  rond  within  the  limits  of  the  town  is  that  of 
the  opening  of  a  way  on  to  Sconticut  Neck  in  1730, 
from  which  it  is  inferred  that  this  was  one  of  the  first 
settled  portions  of  the  township.  On  March  28, 1746, 
a  road  was  laid  out  from  **  Abraham  Russell's  wall  to 
the  county  road  a  little  northward  of  the  Friends' 
meeting-house."  This  is  supposed  to  be  the  road 
which  runs  from  Naskatuckct  northwesterly  towards 
Acushnet.  There  is  no  record  of  the  lay-out  of  a  road 
in  the  village  previous  to  the  Revolution.  The  old 
road  from  Fairhaven  to  Oxford,  previous  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  Mill  Bridge  about  1796,  rambled  off 
to  the  northeast  from  a  point  near  the  residence  of 
Oapt.  Joseph  Taber,  corner  of  Centre  and  Green 
Streets,  and  opened  into  what  is  now  Rotch  Street, 
thus  necessitating  a  roundabout  course  in  order  to  go 
a  short  distance.  The  village  of  Oxford  was  at  this 
early  period,  doubtless,  the  most  important  point  on 
the  river,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  our  chapter 
on  the  whale  fishery.  A  deed  conveying  land  from 
William  Wood  to  EInathan  Eldridge  bears  date  of 
Dec.  12,  17G0,  and  covers  a  large  portion  of  the  terri- 
tory at  the  point.  Tiiirty  building  lots  were  laid  out 
west  of  Cherry  Street,  including  one  for  a  common. 


EInathan  Eldridge  &  Co.  kept  a  store  for  the  tale  of 
West  India  goods,  groceries,  etc.,  near  the  Point 
Wharf,  from  1765-1780.  There  have  beeil  two  Uv- 
ems  in  this  village.  One  stood  on  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Oxford  Streets,  the  other  near  by.  Hat-making 
was  carried  on  hereby  Cornell  Wilke7,and  continued 
by  Bartholomew  Taber,  plane-making  by  Nicholas 
Taber  &  Sons.  Reuben  Jenney  was  a  shipping  mer- 
chant, and  tanning  and  currying  was  carried  on  by 
Joseph  Hathaway. 

When  Lewis  Taber  moved  to  Oxford  in  1764,  we 
are  told  that  there  were  very  few  neighbors  in  the 
place,  and  there  were,  we  should  judge,  but  limited 
opportunities  for  obtaining  the  conveniences  of  the 
times,  as,  when  Oapt.  Taber  moved  his  family  down 
river  in  a  boat  and  neared  the  shore  at  the  point,  one 
of  the  ladies  of  Salathiel  Eldridge's  family,  watching 
the  debarkation,  and  observing  a  reel  among  the 
household  effects,  remarked  that  she  was  more  pleased 
to  see  that  implement  than  to  see  the  woman  herself. 
It  is  related  of  one  of  the  young  ladies  of  Oxford 
that  she  spun  the  linen  of  which  her  wedding-dress 
was  made,  and  produced  a  texture  so  fine  that  five 
hundreil  and  sixty  threads  could  be  drawn  through 
an  old-fashioned,  no-top  thimble.  Another  lady- 
resident  was  accustomed  to  make  two  cakes  of  tal- 
low, hang  them  one  upon  each  side  of  her  horse, 
mount,  and  ride  to  Newport  in  order  to  dispose  of 
them  and  purchase  her  laces  and  other  articles  of 
finery.  Newport  was  one  of  the  principal  business 
centres  in  this  section  of  country  at  that  time. 

One  of  the  earliest  real  estate  transactions  in  Fair- 
haven  village  of  which  we  have  knowledge  is  of  the 
sale  of  a  lot,  with  the  eighth  part  of  a  wind-mill, 
from  Richard  Delano  to  Isaiah  Eldridge,  the  price 
paid  being  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  also  the 
house  and  lot  formerly  owned  by  Kelley  M.  Huttle- 
stone,  part  of  a  warehouse  and  lot,  and  wharf  at 
what  is  now  the  foot  of  Washington  Street. 

The  oldest  house  in  the  village  is  supposed  by 
some  to  be  the  Caleb  Church  house,  also  known  as 
the  Wrightington  house,  now  situated  on  a  high 
bank  above  the  railroad  track,  just  east  of  Qreeu 
Street.  The  house  formerly  stood  on  the  line  of  the 
street,  but  was  removed  to  make  a  way  for  the  rail- 
road. In  early  days  this  building  was  considered  as 
outside  the  village.  The  master  of  the  house  died  of 
smallpox  in  1771,  and  was  the  first  person  whose 
body  was  interred  in  the  old  cemetery.  Another  an- 
cient building  is  the  Proctor  house,  which  stands  on 
the  corner  of  the  lot  laid  out  for  the  original  village. 
It  is  situated  just  west  of  Middle  Street,  on  the  bank 
of  the  river.  The  oldest  portion  is  said  to  have  been 
brought  from  the  Oopeland  farm,  at  Naskatuckct,  and 
fitted  as  a  residence  and  cooper-shop.  Two  additions 
have  since  been  built  on  at  the  east,  giving  it  alto- 
gether a  unique  appearance.  On  Water  Street  the 
house  occupied  by  the  late  Charles  Damon,  and  the 
rear   portion   of  the   residence   of  the   late  Tucker 
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DamoD,  are  of  early  date.  The  house  on  Eldridge 
lane,  between  Water  8treet  and  the  river,  formerly 
occupied  by  Harvey  Caswell,  is  of  Revolutionary 
date.  Into  this  building  it  is  that  a  ball  was  fired  at 
the  time  of  the  British  attack  on  the  village.  The 
ball  entered  one  of  the  chambers,  passed  through  the 
room,  and  imbedded  itself  in  the  opposite  wall. 

There  are  standing  on  Main  Street  two  old  houses. 
One  of  these  is  the  Tabey  house,  a  small  old-fashioned 
building,  nearly  opposite  the  Union  Hotel.  The  rear 
portion  is  the  older,  and  was  said  to  have  been  brought 
from  New  Bedford  on  the  ice,  though  there  was  some 
contradiction  to  this  story.  The  second  building  is 
the  gambrel- roofed  house,  the  only  one  of  that  style 
in  town,  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Centre  Streets, 
opposite  Phoenix  Hall.  It  is  related  of  the  master  of 
this  house  that  he  declared  seeing  in  a  dream  the  ap- 
proach to  the  village  of  a  squadron  of  armed  vessels, 
and  that  when  the  British  fleet  appeared  and  took  up 
its  position  east  of  outer  Egg  Island  its  appearance 
corresponded  exactly  with  the  previous  vision.  It  is 
even  asserted  that  it  was  no  dream  at  all,  but  that 
from  some  marvelous  cause  he,  looking  from  his 
east  chamber  window,  actually  saw  the  fleet  long  be- 
fore its  arrival.  Another  story  of  this  man,  whose 
name  was  Taber,  is  that  one  day  as  he  was  about  to 
step  from  his  house  in  going  to  his  shop,  he  beheld 
standing  in  the  shop-door  Joseph  Francis,  a  man 
whom  he  well  knew,  who  had  a  few  days  before 
sailed  on  a  whaling  voyage.  As  Mr.  Taber  ap- 
proached, Francis  turned,  and  walking  towards  an- 
other door,  disappeared,  all  search  for  him  proving 
vain.  Mr.  Taber  was  troubled,  but  kept  the  matter 
quiet  until,  ten  days  later,  the  news  came  of  the  loss 
of  the  "  Thetis,"  with  twenty-nine  of  those  who  sailed 
in  her,  Francis  being  among  the  number.  Though 
the  supernatural  element  in  these  events  may  have 
been  an  illusion,  and  a  belief  in  the  marvelous  may 
have  been  more  readily  entertained  then  than  at 
present,  yet  the  workings  of  certain  phenomena  upon 
certain  minds  seem  almost  unaccountable. 

One  of  the  older  houses  at  Naskatucket  was  the 
Copeland  house,  which  has  been  torn  down.  Scon- 
ticut  Neck  was  the  place  of  residence  of  several  of 
the  old  families  of  the  town,  and  here  some  of  the 
older  houses  were  built.  Among  the  dwellers  on  the 
Neck  was  Samuel  Hathaway,  of  whom  it  is  related 
that,  after  the  labors  of  the  week,  when  Sunday  came, 
he  would  hoist  sail  and  away  to  Falmouth  in  order  to 
attend  divine  service  there.  Here  also  lingered  the 
last  remnant  of  the  Indians  who  remained  in  this 
vicinity.  Will  Simon,  a  well-known  Indian,  died  in 
1817,  and  Martha,  the  last  of  her  race,  some  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  years  ago.  It  seems  to  be  well  estab- 
lished, though  not  extensively  known,  that  the  people 
of  this  village,  then  a  portion  of  Dartmouth,  may 
claim  the  honor  of  the  first  naval  capture  in  the  Revo- 
lution. On  May  14,  1775,  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Pope 
and  Capt.  Daniel  Egery,  commanding  the  sloop  "Suc- 


cess/' captured  two  tenders  of  the  British  sloop-of- 
war  **  Falcon,"  off  West  Island.  A  council  was  held 
to  determine  what  disposition  to  make  of  the  captives, 
but  the  captors,  fearful  for  the  result,  marched  them 
off  hurriedly  to  Taunton  ere  the  decision  was  reached. 
A  rusty  swivel  lashed  to  a  timber-head  was  the  only 
carriage-gun  on  the  craft.  The  men  added  two  or 
three  buckshot  to  the  bullet  in  each  charge  of  their 
muskets.  The  first  verbal  report  of  the  transaction 
before  the  Provincial  Congress  gave  the  number  of 
prisoners  as  fifteen,  although,  when  the  question  of 
disposition  finally  came  up,  but  four  were  mentioned. 
The  account  of  the  British  movement  against  Fair- 
haven  during  the  Revolution  is  substantially  as  fol- 
lows :  On  Saturday,  Sept.  3,  1778,  the  troops  landed 
at  Clarke's  Cove,  marched  up  to  the  Head  of  the  River, 
destroying  property  in  the  village  of  Bedford,  and 
passed  around  down  on  to  Sconticut  Neck,  avoiding 
the  village,  but  making  some  depredations  and  burn- 
ing a  few  buildings  on  their  way,  including  a  school- 
house  where  the  house  of  G^rge  H.  Taber  now 
stands.  The  fieet  dropped  over  from  Clarke's  Cove  to 
a  position  near  outer  Egg  Island.  Many  of  the  terri- 
fied inhabitants,  appalled  at  the  presence  of  such  an 
armament  in  our  waters,  snatched  up  what  could  con- 
veniently be  carried  off,  and  fled  to  the  woods. 

Fort  PhoDuix  was  captured  by  the  British  on  Sun- 
day or  Monday,  and  on  Monday  night,  the  enemy 
having  re-embarked  from  the  Neck,  an  attack  was 
made  upon  the  village,  of  which  the  following  account 
was  given  by  President  Dwight,  of  Yale  College,  as 
found  in  Ricketson's  History  of  New  Bedford : 

"  The  militia  of  the  neighboring  country  had  been 
summoned  to  the  defense  of  this  village.  Their  com- 
mander was  a  man  far  advanced  in  years.  Under  the 
influence  of  that  languor  which  at  this  period  en- 
feebles both  the  body  and  the  mind  he  determined 
that  the  place  must  be  given  up  to  the  enemy,  and 
that  no  opposition  to  their  ravages  could  be  made 
with  any  hope  of  success.  This  decision  of  their  offi- 
cer necessarily  spread  its  benumbing  influence  over 
the  militia,  and  threatened  an  absolute  prevention  of 
all  enterprise  and  the  destruction  of  this  handsome 
village.  Among  the  officers  belonging  to  the  brigade 
was  Israel  Fearing,  Esq.,  a  major  of  one  of  the  regi- 
ments. This  gallant  young  man,  observing  the  torpor 
which  was  spreading  among  the  troops,  invited  as 
many  as  had  sufficient  spirit  to  follow  him  and  station 
themselves  at  the  post  of  danger.  Among  those  who 
accepted  the  invitation  was  one  of  the  colonels,  who, 
of  course,  became  the  commandant;  but  afler  they 
had  arrived  at  Fairhaven,  and  the  night  had  come 
on,  he  proposed  to  march  the  troops  back  into  the 
country.  He  was  warmly  opposed  by  Maj.  Fearing, 
and  finding  that  he  could  not  prevail,  prudently  re- 
tired to  a  house  three  miles  distant,  where  he  passed 
the  night  in  safety.  Afler  the  colonel  had  withdrawn, 
Maj.  Fearing,  now  commander-in-chief,  arranged  his 
men  with  activity  and  skill,  and  soon  perceived  the 
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British  approaching.  The  militia,  in  the  strictest 
sense  raw,  already  alarmed  by  the  reluctance  of  their 
superior  officers  to  meet  the  enemy,  und  naturally 
judging  that  men  of  years  must  understand  the  real 
state  of  the  danger  better  than  Maj.  Fearing,  a  mere 
youth,  were  panic-struck  at  the  approach  of  the 
enemy,  and  instantly  withdrew  from  their  post.  At 
tliis  critical  moment  Maj.  Fearing,  with  the  decision 
which  awes  men  into  a  strong  sense  of  duty,  rallied 
them*,  and,  placing  himself  in  the  rear,  declared  in  a 
tone  which  removed  all  doubt  that  he  would  kill  the 
first  man  whom  ho  found  retreating.  The  resolution 
of  their  chief  recalls  theirs.  With  the  utmost  expe- 
dition he  led  them  to  the  scene  of  danger.  The 
British  had  already  set  fire  to  several  stores.  Between 
these  buildings  and  the  rest  of  the  village  he  stationed 
his  troops,  and  ordered  them  to  lie  close,  in  profound 
silence,  until  the  enemy,  who  were  advancing, should 
have  come  so  near  that  no  marksman  could  easily 
mistake  his  object.  The  orders  were  punctually 
obeyed.  When  the  enemy  had  arrived  within  this 
distance  the  Americans  rose,  and  with  a  well-directed 
fire  gave  them  a  warm  and  unexpected  reception. 
The  British  fled  instantly  to  their  boats,  and  fell  down 
the  river  with  the  utmost  expedition.  From  the 
quantity  of  blood  found  the  next  day  in  their  line  of 
march  it  was  supposed  that  their  loss  was  considerable. 
Thus  did  this  heroic  youth,  in  opposition  to  his  su- 
perior officers,  preserve  Fairhaven,  and  merits  a  statue 
from  its  inhabitants." 

In  regard  to  this  affair  a  letter  from  Maj.-Qen. 
Grey  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  dated  on  board  the 
"Carysfort"  frigate,  off  Bedford  harbor,  Sept.  6, 
1778,  says,  "  The  only  battery  they  had  was  on  the 
Fairhaven  side,  an  inclosed  fort  with  eleven  pieces 
of  cannon,  which  was  abandoned  and  the  cannon 
properly  demolished  by  Capt.  Scott,  commanding 
officer  of  the  artillery,  and  the  magazine  blown  up." 
Among  the  incidents  of  this  attack  was  the  killing, 
on  Sconticut  Neck,  of  a  British  guard  by  an  American 
prisoner  named  Pease.  The  story  goes  that  Pease 
crept  stealthily  up  to  the  guard,  and  as  the  soldier 
turned  in  pacing  his  beat  struck  him  over  the  head 
with  a  stake,  killing  him  instantly.  It  was  supposed 
that  the  deed  was  witnessed  from  the  fleet  by  the 
British,  as  the  report  of  a  gun  was  heard  soon  after, 
and  it  is  certain  that  the  body  was  buried  and  after- 
wards disinterred  by  an  Indian,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  gilt  buttons  on  the  uniform.  It  is  said  that  Pease 
afterwards  lost  his  life  by  an  accidental  blow  upon 
the  same  portion  of  the  head.  A  few  words  relative 
to  the  history  of  the  old  gun  which  stands  muzzle 
down  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Centre  Streets  will 
be  of  interest.  On  March  2,  1777,  Ezekiel  Hopkins, 
commander  of  ship  "Alfred,"  carrying  twenty-eight 
guns,  while  on  a  cruise  in  Southern  waters  for  the 
purpose  of  intercepting  and  capturing  British  vessels, 
visited  Nassau,  made  the  Governor  a  prisoner,  took 
one  hundred  guns  or  cannon,  and  a  quantity  of  mili- 


tary stores,  and  arrived  at  New  London,  Conn.,  March 
17th.  Several  of  these  guns  were  sent  here  and 
placed  on  the  fort  At  its  capture  by  the  British 
they  were  spiked  and  rendered  almost  useless.  This 
gun,  the  only  one  remaining  of  the  original  number, 
was  soon  after  taken  from  the  fort  by  Nathaniel  Pope 
and  placed  at  what  is  now  the  foot  of  Union  Street 
for  the  defense  of  the  village.  Here  it  remained 
until  Union  wharf  was  built.  It  was  then  removed 
and  planted  muzzle  down  near  the  old  church.  About 
the  time  that  the  church  was  altered  to  a  public  hall 
it  was  again  removed,  but  has  now  been  restored  to 
its  position  on  the  corner. 

In  the  year  1790  was  made  the  twenty-acre  pur- 
chase, from  land  of  Elnathan  Pope,  on  which  the 
older  part  of  the  village  was  laid  out.  The  following 
streets  were  surveyed  within  this  tract :  Water,  Mid- 
dle, Main  from  Washington  to  the  south  end  of  the 
purchase,  Centre  from  Middle  to  Main,  Union  from 
Main  to  Water,  Washington  from  Main  to  the  river. 
It  is  possible  that  some  of  these  names  were  not  ap- 
plied until  a  later  date.  Centre  Street  from  Main  to 
Green  was  probably  already  in  existence,  forming  a 
part  of  the  old  road  to  the  Head  of  the  River. 

The  proprietors  of  land  on  these  streets  were  as  fol- 
lows :  On  the  west  side  of  Middle  Street,  crossing 
Water  to  the  river,  Abisha  Delano,  Reuben  Delano 
(two  lots),  Noah  Allen  (three  lots),  Ephraim  Delano, 
Jonathan  Negus,  Thomas  Taber,  Isaiah  Eldridge  (two 
lots),  Richard  Delano,  Caleb  Church,  Thomas  Nye, 
John  Wady  (three  lots),  Jonathan  Hathaway,  Eleazar 
Hathaway,  Nathaniel  Delano;  on  tlie  west  side  of 
Main  Street,  extending  to  Middle,  Abisha  Delano, 
Isaiah  Eldridge  (two  lots),  Ephraim  Delano,  Jona- 
than Hathaway,  Nathaniel  Delano,  Eleazar  Hatha- 
way, Noah  Allen,  John  Wing,  and  Thomas  Nye;  on 
the  east  side  of  Main  Street,  Thomas  Taber,  Jona- 
than Negus,  John  Wady  (two  lots),  Caleb  Church, 
Reuben  Delano  (two  lots),  Noah  Allen  (three  lots). 
The  old  high-water  line,  it  is  thought,  crossed  Water 
Street  near  the  foot  of  Centre  Street,  and  approached 
Middle  Street  at  the  southern  end.  In  1795  a  street 
leading  from  Fairhaven  to  Oxford  was  constructed, 
beginning  at  the  north  of  Samuel  Proctor's  garden. 
This  was  of  course  that  part  of  Main  Street  which 
crosses  the  Mill  Bridge  and  leads  north.  In  this  year, 
therefore,  it  is  probable  that  the  Mill  Bridge  was  built. 
The  old  church  on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Centre 
Streets  was  erected  about  the  same  time.  The  New 
Bedford  Bridge  was  incorporated  in  the  next  year, 
179t).  The  land  east  of  Main  Street,  from  the  mill- 
pond  to  the  old  cemetery,  was  owned  by  William 
Rotch,  of  New  Bedford,  remained  in  the  possession  of 
his  family  for  a  number  of  years,  and  no  streets  were 
laid  out  within  its  limits  for  a  long  period.  The 
people  of  Fairhaven  at  the  beginning  of  the  century 
were,  in  contrast  to  their  present  political  status, 
ardent  supporters  of  the  ultra  Democratic  views  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  and  on  July  4,  1801,  had  quite  a  lively 
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celebration  in  honor  of  the  doctrine  of  enlarged 
liberty.  In  early  days  the  liberty-pole  stood  on  the 
lot  where  now  stands  the  renidence  of  Hon.  £.  R. 
Sawin,  corner  of  Middle  and  Centre  Streets.  As  years 
went  on  the  result  of  the  |>olitical  antagonism  between 
Fairhaven  and  New  Bedford  was  the  incorporation, 
in  1812,  of  the  town  of  Fairhaven.  The  New  Bed- 
ford Oazette  of  Feb.  21, 1812,  contains  the  following: 
"Thebill  for  establishing  the  town  of  Fairhaven  was 
taken  up  and  passed  to  be  engrossed,  in  concurrence 
with  the  Senate,  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  to  one 
hundred  and  eighty -eight."  The  first  Fourth  of  July 
after  the  incorporation  was  celebrated  at  the  Head  of 
the  River  with  the  reading  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence and  President's  message,  singing  of  an 
ode  composed  by  Lieut.  Henry  Whitman,  U.8.N., 
and  an  oration  by  James  L.  Hodges,  Esq.,  of  Taun- 
ton, at  the  meeting-house,  followed  by  a  dinner  at 
Pratte  tavern,  presided  over  by  Hon.  Nathaniel  Mor- 
ton, Jr.,  Capt.  Noah  Stoddard,  and  John  Hanes,  Esq. 
There  was  published  in  New  Bedford  about  this  time 
a  strongly  Democratic  paper  called  the  New  Bec{ford 
Gazette.  The  political  climate,  however,  becoming 
too  hot  for  its  comfort,  it  was  transplanted  to  the  more 
congenial  soil  of  Fairhaven,  and  flourished  here  under 
the  name  of  the  Br'ntol  Gazette  about  the  year  1813. 
Daniel  Gleason,  Jr.,  was  publisher  for  a  time,  but  he 
having  been  appointed  to  a  government  office  at  the 
fort,  retired  and  was  succeeded  by  Paul  Taber.  The 
e<litorial  sanctum  was,  we  believe,  near  the  head  of 
the  old  South  wharf.  The  war  of  1812  interfered  with 
the  business  of  Fairhaven,  but  this  temporary  cloud 
soon  passed. 

On  Sept.  28, 1815,  occurred  one  of  the  most  terrific 
gales  ever  known  on  this  coast  It  is  said  that  the 
tide  rose  ten  or  eleven  feet  higher  than  had  ever  been 
known  before,  inundating,  of  course,  stores  and  dwell- 
ings in  the  village.  Two  stores  on  the  Old  South 
wharf  and  one  on  the  Union  wharf  were  carried 
away,  also  B.  Church's  barn  and  contents,  and  Sam- 
uel Borden's  ropewalk,  which  extended  from  the  main 
land  to  Crow  Island.  Several  dwellings  were  more  or 
less  injured.  It  is  related  that  a  long  boat  put  off 
from  the  store  of  John  Delano,  on  Union  wharf,  con- 
taining Stephen  Merrihew,  Asa  Swift,  William  P. 
Jenney,  and  others.  They  landed  at  Capt.  Samuel 
Borden's,  above  the  bridge,  and  stopped  until  the  tide 
ebbed.  "  Capt.  Borden's  horse  was  in  the  keeping- 
room,  tied  to  the  crane,  and  barrels  of  oil,  stored  in 
the  cellar,  floated  up  and  thumped  heavily  against  the 
floor,  caused  by  the  wind  and  tide  rushing  in  through 
the  cellar  windows."  Two  or  three  persons  from  this 
town,  we  believe,  lost  their  lives  in  this  storm.  Few 
events  of  interest,  aside  from  the  successes  and  sub- 
sequent decline  of  the  town's  peculiar  branch  of  in- 
dustry, have  marked  its  later  history.  Previous  to 
the  financial  crisis  of  1857  the  town  increased  greatly 
in  |K)pulation,  wealth,  and  business  enterprise,  while 
the  moral  worth  and  general  excellence  of  the  com- 


munity was  and  is  a  source  of  gratification  to  the 
people.  The  records  of  the  first  few  yean  of  the 
town's  existence  are  said  to  have  been  lost  in  the 
great  gale  of  1815.  Some  of  the  earliest  town-meet- 
ings were  held  in  the  Methodist  meeting-house  at  the 
Head  of  the  River.  In  1818  meetings  were  held  in 
the  old  Congregational  meeting-house  at  the  Head 
of  the  River,  and  continued  to  be  held  there  until 
about  1831-32,  when  they  were  transferred  to  the 
Academy  Hall,  on  Main  Street,  between  Fairhaven 
and  Oxford  village.  There  seems  to  have  been  some 
objection  to  holding  the  meetings  here,  probably  on 
the  part  of  people  from  the  northern  portion  of  the 
town,  who  were  obliged  to  come  a  considerable  dis- 
tance. Here,  however,  they  continued  to  be  held 
until,  in  1843,  the  town  house  was  built,  on  the  road 
to  the  Head  of  the  River,  near  the  Woodside  Ceme- 
tery, over  a  mile  north  of  the  village.  This  building 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1858. 

For  a  few  years  meetings  were  held^in  Sawin's 
Hall,  on  William  Street,  and  the  division  of  the 
town,  in  1860,  removed  further  objection  to  the  hold- 
ing of  them  within  the  village.  Since  1864  they  have 
been  held  in  Phajuix  Hall.  In  1825  it  was  voted  to 
petition  the  Legislature  for  the  opening  of  a  passage 
from  Long  Pond,  in  Middleborough,  to  the  Acushnet 
River,  by  means  of  which  a  valuable  fishery  could  be 
secured  to  the  towns  along  the  banks  of  the  river. 
This,  however,  was,  we  think,  not  accomplished.  In 
1828  money  was  raised  for  the  purchase  of  a  burying- 
ground  and  building  one-half  of  the  stone  bridge  at 
the  Head  of  the  River.  The  bridge  is  a  substantial 
reality,  but  the  cemetery  project  seems  not  to  have 
been  so  successful,  a  fact  for  which,  in  view  what  has 
transpired  since,  we  can  only  be  grateful.  In  1830, 
to  the  credit  of  the  town,  be  it  known  that  it  was 
voted,  "That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Fairhaven  that  there  be  no  licenses  granted  to  retail- 
ers or  taverns  for  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  for  the 
ensuing  year.  In  1832  and  1833  there  was  a  great 
advance  in  building  operations  in  the  village.  In 
the  latter  year  William,  Walnut,  and  Qreen  Streets 
were  accepted,  as  well  as  Washington  and  Union  as 
far  east  as  Green.  Numerous  substantial  residences 
were  built  in  various  parts  of  the  village  at  this  time. 
In  1836  we  find  the  first  vote  authorizing  the  purchase 
of  a  fire-engine,  and  in  1842  the  first  one  authorizing 
the  construction  of  a  sidewalk.  This  was  the  plank 
walk  which  formerly  crossed  the  Mill  Bridge.  Since 
that  date  flagged  sidewalks  have^been  laid  on  a  large 
part  of  Main  and  Centre  Streets,  as  well  iis  flagged 
and  brick  walks  on  other  streets.  Recently  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  concreting  has  been  done. 

In  1850  Riverside  Cemetery,  a  beautiful  resting- 
place  for  the  dead,  presented  to  the  people  of  the 
town  by  Warren  Delano,  Jr.,  was  consecrated.  Its 
natural  beauties  were  greatly  enhanced  by  the  donor 
in  the  lay-out  and  adornment  of  the  grounds,  which 
have  been  still  further  embellished  by  the  care  and 
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taste  of  owners  of  lots.  The  Fairhaven  Branch  Rail- 
road, opened  in  1854,  passed  through  a  portion  of  the 
old  cemetery  at  the  foot  of  William  Street.  The 
northern  part  was  allowed  to  remain,  and  has  since 
been  an  unsightly  disfigurement  to  the  village.  Hap- 
pily, a  number  of  removals  have  of  late  been  made 
from  here,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  soon  few  vestiges 
of  its  former  use  may  remain. 

Up  to  the  beginning  of  the  war  the  village  was  a 
busy  place,  in  consequence  of  the  whale  fishery  and 
industries  connected  therewith.  With  the  sudden 
decline  of  whaling  tlie  town  was  leflt  with  almost 
nothing  of  business  enterprise.  Population  and  wealth 
decreased,  and  the  future  looked  dark  indeed.  Two 
manufacturing  companies  have,  however,  started  up 
since  that  period,  and  with  the  increasing  prosperity 
of  New  Bedford  and  slight  gains  in  population  better 
days  have  already  dawned.  The  increase  in  building 
operations  within  the  last  ten  years  over  the  amount 
during  the  previous  decade  has  been  marked.  On 
Sept.  8,  1869,  the  town  was  visited  by  a  furious  gale, 
which,  besides  inflicting  a  large  amount  of  minor 
damage,  tore  off  the  tall  steeple  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  which  had  been  a  prominent  landmark  for 
over  twenty  years.  It  also  carried  away  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  New  Bedford  bridge,  thus  rendering  Fair- 
haven  people  dependent  upon  a  ferry-boat  for  trans- 
portation to  and  from  New  Bedford.  Previous  to  the 
opening  of  the  bridge,  about  the  beginning  of  the 
present  century,  the  village  of  Fairhaven  and  Bedford 
had,  we  think,  been  connected  by  a  rude  sort  of  ferry. 
This  first  bridge  was  destroyed  by  a  storm  in  1807. 
The  bridge  was  rebuilt  and  again  destroyed  in  the 
great  gale  of  1815,  while  the  next  structure,  after  en- 
during for  a  half-ceutury  and  more,  met  with  the 
disaster  mentioned  above.  Up  to  this  period  it  had 
been  customary  to  collect  toll  from  passengers.  The 
removal  of  this  burden  has  proved  to  be  a  great  con- 
venience to  the  people  of  the  town  since  the  reopening 
of  the  bridge  in  June,  1870.  In  former  days,  and 
especially  after  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  in  1869, 
there  was  some  opposition  on  the  part  of  New  Bedford 
people  to  its  present  location.  The  advantages  of  its 
present  situation  are,  however,  so  great  that  the  ques- 
tion may  now  be  considered  as  a  thing  of  the  past. 
About  1833  a  ferry-boat  was  put  on  the  route  between 
Fairhaven  and  New  Bedford,  in  order  more  effectu- 
ally to  accommodate  traffic  between  the  two  growing 
places. 

The  New  Bedford  and  Taunton  Railroad  was 
opened  about  1840,  and  for  some  time  a  coach  was 
run  to  accommodate  Fairhaven  passengers.  In  1854 
was  opened  the  Fairhaven  Branch  Railroad,  con- 
necting with  the  Cape  Cod  Railroad  at  Tremont, 
opening  a  through  line  from  Fairhaven  to  Boston, 
and  connecting  New  Bedford  with  Cape  Cod  and 
Plymouth  County.  A  new  and  more  commodious 
steam  ferry  was  at  this  time  put  on  the  New  Bedford 
route  by  the  railroad  company.     At  about  this  time, 


R.  A.  Dunham  put  on  his  line  of  omnibusea,  which 
continued  to  run  to  New  Bedford,  with  the  exception 
of  periods  when  the  bridge  was  impassable,  until 
1872.  In  October  of  that  year  was  opened  the  Fair- 
haven Branch  of  the  New  Bedford  and  Fairhaven 
Street  Railroad,  a  convenience  which  is  greatly  appre- 
ciated by  the  people.  In  1873  the  ferry-boat "  Union" 
was  disposed  of,  and  since  that  time  regular  traffic 
has  been  given  over  to  the  street  railroad  company. 
The  Fairhaven  Branch  Railroad  was  sold  to  the  New 
Bedford  and  Taunton  some  years  after  its  comple- 
tion, and  since  that  time  has  passed  into  the  hands 
of  the  New  Bedford  Railroad  Company,  Boston, 
Clinton,  Fitchburg,  and  New  Bedford  Company, 
and  in  1879  was  leased  by  the.  Old  Colony.  A  tele- 
graph office  is  maintained  at  the  railroad  station,  and 
telephonic  connection  with  the  N^w  Bedford  central 
office  is  availed  of  by  a  number  of  residents.  Aside 
from  the  wharves  and  some  buildings  in  the  older 
portion  of  the  village  there  is  little  of  the  appear- 
ance of  the  decayed  seaport  about  Fairhaven.  The 
streets  are  more  regular  than  in  many  places,  and 
some  of  them  are  beautifully  shaded.  Centre  Street, 
in  particular,  beneath  its  arch  of  waving  elm 
branches,  forms  a  lovely  vista  during  the  warm  sea- 
son. Tasteful  and  substantial  residences  scattered 
about  the  village  add  to  its  good  appearance. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  town  possesses  no 
common  or  park,  and  that  many  of  the  houses  stand 
close  together  and  very  near  the  street,  since  its 
beauty  might  have  been  greatly  increased  by  large 
public  or  private  grounds.  In  Riverside  Cemetery 
stands  a  neat  and  tasteful  monument  erected  by  the 
town  in  1867  in  memory  of  her  citizens  who  lost  their 
lives  in  the  rebellion.  The  monument  bears  the 
following  names:  Bart.  Aiken,  Charles  H.  Austin, 
Joseph  S.  Caswell,  Benjamin  F.  Cowen,  Edward  H. 
Dillingham,  Lewis  Albert  Drew,  Charles  Eldridge, 
Barnabas  £ner,  Jr.,  John  Arthur  Fitch,  Ebenezer  B. 
Hathaway,  Charles  N.  Jenney,  James  Merrihew, 
Harvey  C.  Morse,  Ebenezer  Parsons,  Jr.,  Phineas 
Peckham,  Jr.,  George  F.  Rogers,  Francis  H.  Stod- 
dard, Loring  P.  Taber,  John  M.  Thompson,  Amos  S. 
Tripp,  William  B.  Watterson,  William  A.  West. 

Within  the  last  few  years  Fairhaven  has  been 
steadily  growing  in  favor  as  a  pleasant  but  unpreten- 
tious summer  resort.  The  heat  is  tempered  by  the 
southwest  winds  from  the  bay,  and  our  beautiful  river 
and  harbor  afford  facilities  for  boating  and  fishing. 
Fort  Phwnix,  now  dismantled,  affords,  with  its  adja- 
cent rocks  and  beaches,  a  delightful  resort  for  the 
rambler  on  a  summer's  afternoon.  The  view  of  the 
river  dotted  with  sailing  craft,  the  compact  mass  of 
roofs  of  the  neighboring  city,  sprinkled  with  towers 
and  spires,  forming  a  charmingly  variegated  picture 
along  the  6pposite  bank ;  the  wooded  shores  of  Clark's 
Point  and  Sconticut  Neck  below  on  opposite  sides  of 
the  harbor,  the  bright  waters  of  the  bay  fading  far  off 
at  the  south  into  the  blue  shores  of  Falmouth,  Nau- 
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shon,  Nashawena,  and  Guttyhunk,  is  a  source  of  de- 
light to  the  lover  of  natural  scenery.  One  would 
like  to  see  more  activity  about  the  quiet  streets  and 
wharves  of  Fairhaven.  Still,  the  swift-ebbing  tide 
of  buMinoss  prosperity  has  begun  to  rise,  and  from 
the  advantages  of  its  situation,  its  proximity  to  New 
Bedford,  and  from  the  excellence  of  the  community 
itself,  the  future  outlook  for  the  town  is  not  unfavor- 
able. 

The  writer  would  gratefully  acknowledge  the  aid 
furnished  him  in  the  compilation  of  historical  matter 
by  Messrs.  Charles  Eldridge,  Job  E.  Tripp  (of  whose 
historical  sketch  of  the  Unitarian  Church  the  follow- 
ing is,  in  the  main,  an  abstract),  Eben  Akin,  Jr.,  and 
Mr.  Ingraham,  of  the  New  Bedford  Public  Library. 
Bicketson's  "History  of  New  Bedf(»rd,"  and  news- 
paper sketches  written  by  various  persons,  have 
aflbrdeil  assistance. 

Industries  and  Corporations.— A  number  of 
branches  of  business  connected  either  directly  or  in- 
directly with  the  whale  fishery,  such  as  ship-building 
and  repairing,  coopering,  sail-making,  and  sperm- 
candle  manufacturing,  have  been  carried  on  in  this 
place.  Ship-building  early  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  people  of  Oxford  village  and  Fairhaven.  About 
the  year  1800,  Abnor  Pease  built,  near  his  homestead, 
several  ships  and  smaller  vessels.  At  a  later  date  the 
business  was  continued  by  John  and  Joshua  Delano 
at  the  Union  wharf  ship-yard.  They  were  followed 
by  Elias  Terry  and  Fish  &  Nuttlestone.  Here  were 
built  a  number  of  ships  and  other  vessels,  and  at 
times  two  or  three  vessels  might  have  been  seen  in 
process  of  construction.  Two  of  the  largest  ships  ever 
built  on  the  river,  the  "Sea  Nymph"  and  "John 
Milton,"  were  built  by  Fish  &  Nuttlestone  for  the 
late  Edward  M.  Robinson,  of  New  Bedford.  Vessels 
were  also  built  on  Main  Street  in  a  lot  north  of  the 
residence  of  the  late  Isaac  AVood.  Messrs.  Delano  & 
Co.  have  built  a  number  of  first-class  ships  and  other 
vessels  at  the  yard  of  the  late  Capt.  William  G.  Be- 
lackler,  on  Fort  Street.  The  business  has  now  been 
discontinued.  The  Fairhaven  Marine  Railway,  on 
which  vessels  are  drawn  up  for  repairs,  is  still  in  ex- 
istence. There  wore  two  candle  manufactories,  one 
at  the  head  of  Middle  Street,  the  other  on  Fort  Street. 
The  latter  was  built  by  the  late  William  R.  Rodman, 
of  New  Bedford,  in  1831  or  1832.  There  are  now  two 
manufacturing  companies  established  in  the  town, — 
the  American  Tack  Company  and  the  Fairhaven  Iron- 
AVorks.  A  portion  of  the  building  now  occupied  by 
the  iron-works  was  formerly  used  as  a  cotton-mill. 
The  Fairhaven  Star^  a  weekly  newspaper,  published  by 
C.  D.  Waldron,  was  established  in  1879. 

National  Bank  of  Fairhaven.— Incorporated 
in  1831,  reorganized  in  1864.  L.  S.  Judd,  president; 
Reuben  Nye,  cashier;  Directors,  L.  S.  Judd,  Isaiah 
West,  Cyrus  D.  Hunt,  Pliineas  E.  Terry,  Charles  H. 
Morton,  Levi  M.  Snow,  James  V.  Cox.  Capital,  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars. 
18 


Fairhaven  Institution  for  Savings  was  in- 
corporated -in  1882.  President,  Gkorge  H.  Taber; 
Treasurer,  Charles  Drew;  Board  of  Investment, 
George  H.  Taber,  Charles  H.  Morton,  Walter  P* 
Winsor,  Thomas  B.  Faller,  and  John  B.  Hussey; 
Trustees,  George  H.  Taber,  Reuben  Nye,  Bartholo- 
mew Taber,  John  M.  Howland,  Lewis  S.  Judd,  James 
V.  Cox,  Noah  Stoddard,  Cyrus  D.  Hunt,  Job  C.  Tripp, 
George  F.  Howland,  Isaac  Terry,  Walter  P.  Winsor, 
Thomas  B.  Faller,  Charles  H.  Morton,  Jonathan 
H.  Holmes,  John  B.  Hussey,  Levi  M.  Snow,  John 
Mayhew. 

Fairhaven  Iron- Works  were  incorporated  in 
1879.  (Successor  to  Boston  and  Fairhaven  Iron- 
Works,  incorporated  1863.)  President,  1882,  Edwin 
S.  Thayer;  Directors,  E^win  S.  Thayer,  Lewis  S. 
Judd,  Thomas  H.  Knowles;  Treasurer,  Job  C. 
Tripp ;  Superintendent,  William  C.  Lincoln. 

American  Tack  Company  was  incorporated  in 
1867.  President,  1882,  J.  A.  Beauvais;  Directors,  J. 
A.  Beauvais,  C.  P.  Brightman,  C.  D.  Hunt,  L.  S. 
Judd,  Loum  Snow,  Jr. ;  Treasurer,  J.  A.  Beauvais. 
Capital,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

This  company  made  use  of  a  stone  building  on 
Fort  Street,  erected  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing 
sperm  candles.  They  have  since  built  a  two-story 
and  French-roof  building  at  the  west,  and  during  the 
past  year  (1882)  have  added  a  three  and  one-half 
story  stone  addition  to  the  main  building. 

The  Whale  Fishery.— In  Starbuck's  "  History  of 
the  American  Whale  Fishery"  we  read :  In  the  vicinity 
of  New  Bedford  whaling  probably  begun  but  little 
prior  to  1760.  In  that  year  William  Wood,  of  Dart- 
mouth, sold  to  Elnathan  Eldridge,  of  the  same  town, 
a  certain  tract  of  land  located  within  the  present 
town  of  Fairhaven,  and  within  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  of  the  centre  of  the  town^  on  the  banks  of  the 
Acushnet  River,  "always excepting  and  reserving  . . . 
that  part  of  the  same  where  the  try  house  and  Oyl 
Shed  now  stands."  This  tract  of  land  was  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Oxford,  and  we  are  informed  that  there  can 
be  no  doubt  that  the  first  whaling-vessels  were  fitted 
at  this  place.  The  earliest  voyage  of  which  the  writer 
has  any  knowledge  was  that  of  the  sloop  "  Phoenix" 
in  1743,  the  proceeds  of  which  amounted  to  nine 
hundred  and  sixteen  pounds,  eighteen  shillings,  and 
four  pence.  She  was  followed  by  sloops  "  Diamond" 
in  1744,  "Speedwell"  in  1746,  "Speedwell"  and 
"  Rainbow"  in  1746-47.  The  "  Rainbow"  also  sailed 
in  1750  and  1751.  Thomas  Nye,  Judah  Paddock, 
Bartholomew  Taber,  James  Hatheway,  or  Hathaway, 
were  among  those  interested  in  the  business  at  this 
early  period.  From  Oxford,  in  1765,  came  sloops 
"  Industry"  and  "  Dove,"  and  in  1767  sloops  "  Myriad," 
"Sea  Flower,"  "Rover,"  and  "Supply."  In  1758, 
during  the  French  and  Indian  war,  sloop  "Industry," 
Isaiah  Eldridge  master,  was  captured  by  a  French 
privateer,  but  concerning  the  result  of  the  capture  we 
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h&ve  no  information.  Of  the  early  days  of  Oxford, 
RickeUon'H  "Hibtory  of  New  Bedford"  saya,  "The 
village  of  Oxford  at  this  period  fairly  rivaled  her 
neighbor  acroaB  the  river.  Here  nere  owned  and  fitted 
cut  several  large  veaseU, — aliipg,  brigB,  etc, — owned 
by  the  Bennetts,  Huddleatones,  and  othen.  The  eub- 
aUntial  old  houses  still  there  evince  a  stale  of  proa- 
perity  at  thai  period.''  It  ia  stated  that  two  ships  aod 
a  brig  have  been  seen  building  at  Oxford  ship-yard, 
and  four  ships  lying  at  the  wharf  at  the  same  time. 
The  names  of  some  of  the  early  whaling  captains  are 
OS  follows:  Thomas  Nye,  Kphmim  Delano,  John 
Delano,  Elnathan  Delano,  Joseph  Tripp,  Isaiah 
Eldridge,  Salathiel  Eldridge,  and  Benjamin  Jenny. 
Of  Lewis  Taber  it  is  related  that  be  was  once  engaged 
lo  sail  from  Mattapoiuett.  While  his  resiiel  was 
fitting  it  was  his  custom  to  traverse  the  five  miles  or 
mora  between  the  two  hsmlets  of  Oxford  and  Matta- 
poisett  on  foot.  Hia  employer  |iereeiving  this,  in- 
formed him  lliat  if  he  would  return  with  oue  hundred 
barrels  aperm,  he  should  be  provided  with  a  horse 
with  which  to  go  back  and  forth.  In  due  time  CapL 
Taber  sailed,  and  returned  from  a  successful  voyage 
m  one  week,  having  taken  a  large  whale,  and  received 
his  promised  reward. 

The  prosperity  of  Oxford  as  a  separate  community 
-was  checked  by  the  construction  of  the  New  Bedford 
bridge,  incorporated  in  1706.  Business  activity  soon 
passed  almost  entirely  to  the  lower  village.  The 
distance  between  the  villages  being,  however,  \eA& 
than  a  mile,  there  has  been  for  many  years  practically 
no  dividing  line  between  them,  and  with  the  increase 
of  population  their  interests  became  mutual.  In  the 
early  days  of  Fairhaven  village  the  try-works  were 
located  near  the  northeast  corner  of  the  land  of  Wil- 
liam N.  Alden,  corner  of  Main  and  Washington 
Btreeta.  Concerning  them  Gapt.  Delano  writes, 
"'  North  of  the  Procter  house  were  the  try-works, 
ivhere  the  blubber  from  the  whalers  waa  boiled  out. 
It  was  the  custom  invariably  to  bring  in  the  catcli- 
jngs  and  extract  the  oil  on  the  land.  Juat  to  the 
northeast  of  the  try-works  is  the  entrance  to  Herring 
Biver,  up  which  the  whaling  vessels  went  to  get  their 
water,  which  they  obtained  at  a  well,  suid  to  bu  that 
attached  to  the  John  Milan  house,  between  which  and 
Herring  Biver  was  a  fresh-water  pond,  known  as  the 
Frog  Pond,  with  flags  growing  in  it."  Herring  Biver 
is  much  belter  known  as  the  Mill  Pond,  and  the  John 
Milan  house  is  the  liouse  on  the  corner  of  Walnut 
Kud  Spring  Streets.  Tlie  first  wharves  constructed 
are  said  to  have  been  the  Old  South  and  the  old  pier 
at  the  foot  of  Washington  Street.  Union  Wharf  was 
built  about  1802  or  1803,  the  names  of  the  proprietors 
being  as  follows:  William  Rotch,  Silas  Allen,  Noah 
Stoddard,  Nicholas  Stoddard,  John  Sherman,  Thomas 
Nye,  Benjamin  Church,  Jr.,  Stephen  Merrihew,  Na- 
tlianiel  Proctor,  John  Price,  Kelley  Eldridge,  Asa 
Swift,  Elias  Terry,  John  Delano,  Joseph  Tripp,  Levi 
Jenney.    Some  of  the  ships  owned  in  Fairhaven  pre- 


vious to  the  war  of  1812  were'  as  fullowa:  "Juno," 
"  President,"  "  Columbia,"  "  Eichange,"  and  "  Her- 
ald." The  latter  vessel  was  owned  by  CapL  Samuel 
Bonlen.  Capt.  Jabez  Delano  writes,  concerning  her, 
"  It  was  a  gala  day  to  us  boys  when  Uic  old  '  Herald' 
came  in  with  her  cargo  of  oil  from  the  Braiil  BankN, 
which  she  performed  annually  for  many  years.  The 
peculiar  olden-time  hahiia  so  indelibly  impress  tlie 
mind  that  they  live  as  though  of  yesterday's  occur- 
rence. Onpt.  Borden  had  hia  oxen  on  hand,  by  which 
the  heavy  hoisting  was  done,  white  the  light  casks 
and  barrels  were  hoisted  out  by  hand."  Other  vea- 
selB  probably  belonging  in  Fairhaven  and  Oxford  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  last  century  were  schooner 
"Lively,"  Capt.  Rowland  Qibhsi  brig  "Atlantic," 
Gapt.  Parker;  schooner  "Swan,"  Capt.  MayUew; 
"Sally,"  Capt.  Cunningham,-  nnd  " Industry,"  Capt. 
Taber.  Among  the  ship-owners  or  agents  of  this 
date  may  ho  mentioned  Measra.  Samuel  Borden,  Sam- 
uel I'ructor,  and  John  Aldon. 

The  war  of  1812  inllicted  a  tem]>orary  check  upon 
maritime  pursuits,  but  after  its  close  the  bitvluow 
grew  with  unjirecedented  vigor,  and  during  the 
ijuarter  of  a  century  beginning  with  1830  Fairliavon 
saw  the  llood-tide  of  its  hualueas  prnspcrity.  During 
this  period  ito  wharves  were  alive  with  workmen 
Dtling  vessels  for  sea,  or  discharging  the  cargoes  of 
those  newly  arrived.  Bustle  and  activity  roigiied. 
At  certain  periods  it  was  dilKcult  to  find  men  enough 
to  perform  the  work  required.  In  1621  three  vessels 
arrived  with  2200  barrels  sperm  and  800  barrels  whale 
oil.  In  1830  the  number  had  increased  tu  eleven, 
with  S0G2  barrels  sperm,  11.09a  whato,  und  57,SU0 
pounds  bone.  In  1834  sixteen  vessels  arrived,  with 
12,953  barrels  sperm,  t2,l>01  barrels  whale,  and  &(i.SOO 
pouuda  boue.  Some  of  the  largest  aggregate  annual 
catches  of  sperm  and  whale  oil  wore  made  as  follows: 
In  ia37,  28,521  barrels;  1841,  2(i,730  barrels;  1842, 
27.C80  barrels;  1845,  32,040  barrels;  1846.  27,624  bar- 
rels ;  and  1 849,  29,804  barrels.  The  largest  reported 
amount  of  bone  brought  into  this  port  in  one  year 
was  477,900  pounds  in  1850.  The  number  of  whalers 
hailing  from  this  )>ort  was  In  lliltl  furty-four.  In 
1845  thla  number  had  inureoaed  to  furlyciglil,  and 
in  1847  to  lifty.  The  amount  of  tonnage  rcaelieil  iU 
maximum  limit,  111,640,  in  1857.  In  1837  the  amount 
of  money  invested  was  about  $'^45,000;  in  1800,  esti- 
mating ^26,000  to  each  ship,  about  $1,350,000.  One 
of  the  most  successful  voyages  recorded  of  a  Fair- 
haven vessel  is  that  of  the  bark  "Favorite,"  Capt. 
Pierce,  F.  It,  Whilnell,  agent,  which  arrived  June 
19,  1863,  with  84  barrels  sperm,  2211  barrels  whale, 
and  31,000  pounds  bone,  having  sent  home  300  bar- 
rels sperm,  4484  barrels  whale,  and  41,000  pounds 
hone,  the  aggregate  value  being  over  $100,000.  The 
"  Favorite"  was  gone  about  three  years.  Successful 
voyages  of  vessels  whose  agents  were  Gibbe&  Jenuey, 
Nathan  Church,  and  other  Fairhaven  meichanls  are 
also  found  on  record. 
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Although  the  whale  fishery  was  greatly  conducive 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  town,  and  spread  abroad  her 
name  and  fame,  yet  it  had,  as  is  well  known,  its  dark 
and  tragic  side.  In  1837  ship  "  Cliffbrd  Wayne"  re- 
turned in  consequence  of  a  mutiny  among  the  crew, 
and  caused  thereby  a  loss  of  ten  thousand  dollars  to 
those  who  had  invested  in  her.  In  the  same  year 
ship  "Oregon"  was  lost  on  a  reef  near  Tahiti.  In 
1888  ship  "Pactolus"  was  burned  in  the  Pacific.  On 
Dec.  22,  1842,  ship  "Sharon"  put  into  Sydney,  the 
crew  having  mutinied  and  killed  Capt.  Norris.  Capt. 
Jenney,  of  the  "Albion,"  was  killed  by  a  whale  in 
March,  1844.  In  1847  ship  "Acushnet"  lost  her 
third  mate  and  four  men  in  consequence  of  a  boat 
being  stove,  and  in  1852  the  "Heroine"  lost  her 
second  mate,  C.  Fuller,  and  five  men  in  a  severe  gale. 
In  1863  brig  "  Pavilion,"  Capt.  Handy,  was  lost,  with 
seven  of  her  crew,  in  Hudson's  Bay,  and  the  survivors 
endured  severe  sufferings.  On  June  27, 1865,  occurred 
a  disaster  which  from  its  character  is  one  of  the  most 
noticeable  that  ever  befell  a  Fairhaven  vessel.  On 
that  dale  bark  "  Favorite,"  Capt.  Thomas  G.  Young, 
F.  R.  Wiiitnell,  agent,  was  captured  by  the  rebel 
cruiser  "Shenandoah,"  afler  a  bold  but  ineffectual 
efibrt  at  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  gallant  captain. 

With  the  commercial  crash  of  1857,  the  increasing 
use  of  petroleum  for  illuminating  purposes,  and  the 
coming  on  of  the  Rebellion,  the  peculiar  industry  of 
the  town  rapidly  declined.  The  number  of  whaling 
vessels  decreased  from  forty-three  in  1859  to  nine  in 
1863,  causing,  of  course,  a  great  diminution  in  the 
amount  of  business  done.  A  few  vessels,  principally 
brigs  and  schooners,  were  sent  out  in  succeeding 
years,  but  at  the  present  date  not  a  single  Fairhaven 
vessel  is  engaged  in  the  business,  and  the  town  must 
look  to  other  sources  for  future  prosperity.  The  last 
whale-ship  to  arrive  at  this  port  was  the  "General 
Scott,"  Capt.  AVilliam  Washburn,  Tripp  &  Terry, 
agents,  which  arrived  Oct.  5,  1869.  In  concluding 
this  sketch  the  mention  of  the  names  of  Gibbs  & 
Jenney,  Warren  Delano,  Atkins  Adams,  F.  R.  Whit- 
nell,  Nathan  Church,  Jenney  &  Tripp,  Bradford  & 
Faller,  Fish  &  Robinson,  Ezekiel  Sawin,  and  Lemuel 
Tripp  will  recall  to  the  minds  of  many  the  names  of 
the  prominent  shipping  merchants  of  the  town,  who, 
with  others,  contributed  by  their  business  enterprise 
to  its  wealth  and  prosperity. 

SchoolB. — On  April  18,  1798,  a  number  of  citizens 
of  the  town  met,  and  agreed  to  build  "  an  academy 
between  the  villages  and  Oxford,  fifty  feet  and  half 
by  twenty -four  feet  and  half,  two  story  high."  The 
agreement  is  signed  by  Isaac  Sherman,  Benjamin  Lin- 
coln, Levi  Jenne,  Noah  Stoddard,  Nicholas  Stoddard, 
Killey  Eldridge,  Thomas  Delano,  Jethro  Allen,  Jo- 
seph Bates,  Robert  Bennet,  Reuben  Jenne,  Nicholas 
Taber,  and  Luther  Willson.  In  1802  the  school  was 
•  taught  by  Richard  Sawyer,  and  later  in  the  same  year 
by  John  Nye  and  Abiah  Haskell.  For  a  number  of 
years  this  building  was  the  principal  place  of  in- 


struction for  the  young  people  of  the  town.  It  also 
served  as  a  public  hall  and  place  for  religious  meet- 
ings during  a  portion  of  its  existence.  The  last  re- 
corded meeting  of  the  trustees  is  dated  April  6, 1886. 
The  building  is  now  the  property  of  Oapt.  John  A. 
Hawes,  and  in  the  upper  portion  there  are  a  hand- 
some music  hall  and  a  billiard-room. 

Rev.  Mr.  Gould,  for  a  number  of  yea|v  pastor  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  established  a  young  la- 
dies' boarding-school,  which  had  an  excellent  reputa- 
tion, and  attracted  pupils  from  other  places  in  this 
part  of  the  State  as  well  as  from  town.  The  building 
stood  on  Main  Street,  but  was  removed  and  divided 
in  order  to  make  way  for  the  railroad.  The  Hig^ 
School  was  established  in  1851,  and  made  use  of  the 
church  edifice  on  Main  Street  previously  occupied 
by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Society. 

The  First  Congregational  Churoh.— Previous  to 
the  year  1794  there  existed  within  the  present  limits 
of  the  town  no  church  organization.  People  from 
Oxford,  Fairhaven,  and  Sconticut  Neck  who  wished 
to  attend  the  services  of  the  Lord's  day  made  weekly 
pilgrimages  over  such  roads  as  were  then  in  existence 
to  the  old  church  at  the  H^d  of  the  River.  The  fol- 
lowing description  of  the  walk  to  meeting  was  nar- 
rated by  one  of  the  ladies. of  this  village:  "It  was 
our  invariable  rule  during  the  pleasant  season  of  the 
year  to  form  groups  and  walk  to  meeting.  We  took 
our  dinner  with  us.  We  put  our  shoes  and  stockings 
in  our  pockets.  The  road  then  was  round  Herring 
River  (now  known  as  the  Mill  Pond) ;  thence  by  the 
homestead  of  John  and  Bartholomew  Taber.  When 
we  got  a  little  north  of  the  residence  of  the  late 
Alfred  Nye  we  got  over  a  wall,  where  was  a  path 
that  led  direct  to  the  meeting-house.  Near  the  house 
and  to  the  south  of  the  road  is  a  long,  low,  flat  rock ; 
here  we  sat  down  and  put  on  our  stockings  and  shoes 
and  went  into  meeting." 

In  1794,  however,  was  organized  the  Second  Church 
of  Christ  in  New  Bedford,  which  organization  became 
later  the  First  Congregational  Church  in  Fairhaven. 
The  churches  represented  at  the  Council  were  the 
First  Church,  at  the  Head  of  the  River,  New  Bed- 
ford; the  Second  Church,  in  Rochester;  and  the 
church  in  Little  Comptoh.  The  covenant  is  signed 
by  Lemuel  Williams,  Benjamin  Church,  John  Alden, 
Eunice  Paddoe,  Phebe  Jenne,  Abigail  Church,  Ee- 
turah  Church,  Elizabeth  Landers,  Bethiah  Delano, 
Sally  Alden,  Ruth  Shearman,  Patience  Jenne,  Jere- 
miah May  hew,  Isaac  Tompkins,  Abel  House,  Peggy 
Mayhew,  Joseph  Damon,  Jethro  Allen,  Henry  Jenne, 
Joseph  Bates,  Isaac  Wood,  Isaac  Shearman,  Joseph 
Church,  Pardon  Taber,  twenty-four  in  all.  The 
original  church  edifice  was  erected  at  about  the  same 
time,  and  was  an  old-fashioned  wooden  structure,  well 
remembered  by  our  older  citizens.  It  stood  on  a  rise 
of  ground,  on  what  is  now  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Centre  Streets.  The  upper  portion  and  belfry  are 
still  in  existence,  forming  a  part  of  Phoenix  Block. 
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On  Feb.  4,  1795,  Isaiah  Weaton  was  ordained  pas- 
tor, tlie  sermon  being  preached  by  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Barker,  of  the  First  Church  in  Middleborough.  In 
the  year  1802  we  find  that  the  use  of  a  fiddle  in  the 
church  service  was  productive  of  mental  if  not  of 
musical  discord.  It  is  certainly  to  be  hoped  that  the 
notes  of  the  instrument  were  more  harmonious  than 
the  feeling  roused  by  its  use. 

Tlie  churcli,  as  at  first  constituted,  was  Arminian 
in  doctrine,  as  were  many  at  that  period.  In  the 
year  1807,  however,  there  came  a  powerful  revival  of 
religious  interest,  which  was  productive  of  results 
greatly  affecting  the  future  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Weston  was  dismissed  in  1808.  It  soon  became 
apparent  that  there  were  antagonistic  elements  with- 
in the  church,  and  finally  certain  members  who  came 
into  the  church  after  the  great  revival  withdrew  in 
1811,  and  were  instrumental  in  forming  a  new  society 
called  the  Third  Church.  The  services  of  this  church 
were  held  in  a  small  building  occupied  both  as  church 
and  school-house,  and  which  stood  on  Main  Street, 
opposite  where  the  Union  Hotel  now  stands.  Hap- 
pily, however,  the  two  churches  united  harmoniously 
about  the  year  1820.  On  May  26, 1813,  the  old  church 
voted  to  call  Mr.  Abraham  Wheeler,  and  he  was  duly 
ordained  on  June  30th  of  the  same  year,  and  re- 
mained about  five  years.  On  Nov.  24,  1820,  they 
voted  to  install  Paul  Jewett. 

Mr.  Jewett,  however,  remained  but  a  short  time, 
and  on  Jan.  9,  1823,  the  church  voted  to  ask  Rev. 
William  Gould  to  continue  as  their  minister.  Mr. 
Qould  remained  as  acting  pastor,  without  installation, 
for  about  seventeen  years  after  this  date,  aud  during 
his  long  pastorate  the  church  became  greatly  strength- 
ened in  numbers,  influence,  and  material  prosperity. 
In  1839,  Mr.  Jacob  Roberts  was  ordained  as  colleague 
with  Mr.  Gould,  whose  health  had  begun  to  fail.  An 
unhappy  complication  of  afiTaire,  in  regard  to  Mr. 
Gould,  resulted  in  the  division  of  the  church  in  1841. 
The  members  who  withdrew  formed  themselves  into  an 
organization  styled  the  Centre  Congregational  Church, 
and  erected  the  neat  church  edifice  on  the  corner  of 
Centre  ^and  Walnut  Streets,  now  occupied  by  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  This  society  disbanded 
in  1848  ;  their  pastors  were  the  Rev.  Mr.  Qould  and 
his  colleague.  Rev.  Mr.  Poor.  In  1844-45  the  old 
church  erected  the  substantial  edifice  of  brick  which 
they  have  since  occupied.  It  is  a  fine  specimen  of 
Gothic  architecture.  The  interior  walls  are  finished 
in  a  tasteful  pattern  of  blocking  in  shades  of  brown, 
while  pulpit,  galleries,  pews,  and  organ  front  are 
adorned  with  elaborate  Gothic  ornamentation.  The 
exterior  walls  were  unfortunately  covered  with  stucco, 
which,  under  the  action  of  the  weather,  came  off  in 
patches,  giving  the  building  for  some  years  an  un- 
sightly appearance.  The  lofty  steeple,  the  tallest  in 
this  vicinity,  and  a  landmark  for  sailors  in  the  bay, 
was  overthrown  in  the  great  gale  of  Sept.  8, 1869,  but, 
providentially,  with  little  damage  to  the  church.     In 


1879  the  building  was  painted  and  the  tower  finished 
by  the  addition  of  four  pinnacles,  iroproyem'fents 
which  added  materially  to  its  appearance.  Slight 
alterations  have  also  been  made  within  the  building, 
such  as  the  lowering  and  widening  of  the  pulpit,  and 
the  removal  of  the  old  desk  from  the  vestry  and  sub- 
stitution of  a  platform.  Mr.  Roberts  was  succeeded 
by  Mr.  John  Willard,  ordained  in  1858,  dismissed  in 
1867.  Later  pastors  have  been  Rev.  Avery  8.  Walker, 
1868-71;  Rev.  Winfield  S.  Hawkes,  1878-76;  and 
the  present  pastor.  Rev.  William  Carruthers,  who 
was  installed  in  June,  1878.  The  society,  in  common 
with  the  town,  suffered  with  the  decline  of  business 
and  consequent  loss  by  removals,  but  amid  all  material 
changes  the  vital  force  which  inspired  its  founders 
still  remains,  and  with  tho  future  growth  and  prtm- 
perity  of  the  village  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  its  useful- 
ness may  be  further  extended.  Present  membership 
of  the  church  (1882),  one  hundred  and  seventy-five. 
The  Washington  Street  Christian  (Unitarian) 
Church. — On  Nov.  28, 1819,  a  few  persons  in  town, 
dissatisfied  with  the  prevailing  Galvinistic  doctrines, 
gathered  at  the  house  of  Elizabeth  Taber,  in  Oxford  vil- 
lage, and  decided  to  hold  a  series  of  religious  meetings 
under  the  leadership  of  Elder  Moses  Howe,  with  tlie 
view,  probably,  of  forming  a  church  of  the  Christian 
order,  whose  doctrine  is  mainly  Unitarian,  hut  whose 
practice  is  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  the  Baptists. 
The  Bible  was  taken  aa  the  only  rule  of  faith  and 
duty.  The  Academy  Hall  was  engaged  for  the  pur- 
pose of  holding  meetings,  and  under  Elders  Moses 
How  and  Frederick  Pluunner  a  considerable  degree 
of  interest  was  manifested.  On  Nov.  30, 1820,  a  church 
was  organized  with  forty-five  members,  and  on  Sept 
4, 1821,  Elder  Charles  Morgridge  was  ordained  pastor. 
Mr.  Morgridge  was  followed  by  Simon  Clough,  James 
Taylor,  Frederick  Plummcr,  George  Kelton,  and 
others  until  1830.  On  evening  of  Jan.  11, 1882,  a 
meeting  of  subscribers  to  a  fund  for  building  a  church 
was  held  at  the  residence  of  Capt.  Warren  Delano. 
On  Dec.  7,  1832,  the  church  was  organized  as  the 
Washingion  Street  Christian  Church,  at  the  house  of 
Elizabeth  Adams,  and  on  December  15th  of  the  same 
year  the  meeting-house  was  dedicated.  Elder  Wil- 
liam H.  Taylor  was  the  first  pastor.  In  1834  a  great 
accession  was  made  to  the  number  of  members,  eighty- 
six  uniting  with  the  church  in  that  year.  About  this 
time  there  was  some  discussion  in  regard  to  baptism, 
and  a  vote  that  no  person  should  be  allowed  to  join 
the  church  unless  baptized  by  immersion,  is  on  record. 
Tliis  was,  however,  rescinded  soon  afterward.  The 
church  was  careful  to  take  notice  of  the  indulgence 
of  its  members  in  que-stionable  amusements,  and  to 
deal  with  them  accordingly;  but  it  seems  to  have 
been  inclined  to  deal  witli  deliniiuents  in  a  kindly 
spirit.  Mr.  Taylor  Icll  in  1838,  and  was  foljowetl  on 
June  9th  of  the  san»e  year  by  Elder  John  11.  Currier,  * 
who  was  followed  by  Elder  C.  Bcrnett,  in  November, 
1889,  lie  being  dismissed  at  the  end  of  three  months. 
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In  April,  1840,  Elder  Joseph  H.  Smith  was  engaged 
for  three  months.  In  July  of  the  same  year  Elder 
David  Millard  took  charge  of  the  church.  In  this 
year  renewed  activity  and  interest  was  manifested. 
In  1841,  Elder  Charles  Galligher  was  invited  to  preach 
for  three  months.  Within  the  next  few  years  there 
was  brought  about  an  importAUt  change  in  the  history 
of  the  society.  In  1841  the  use  of  the  pulpit  was 
granted  to  Elder  William  Miller,  the  exponent  of 
Second  Advent  doctrines.  Mr.  Miller's  preaching  pro- 
duced such  results  that  thirty-three  persons  left  the 
church,  most  of  whom  united  with  a  number  from  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  formed  the  nucleus 
of  the  Second  Advent  Society.  In  July,  1841,  Elder 
Charles  Morgridge  was  chosen  pastor.  He  was  fol- 
lowed by  Elder  Stephen  Fellows.  The  old  church 
had  from  various  causes  become  much  weakened  at 
this  period.  It  was  now  decided  to  employ  an  edu- 
cated ministry,  and  to  put  itself  more  in  harmony 
with  the  spiritual  wants  and  intelligent  thought  of 
the  age,  and  in  March,  1844,  it  was  voted,  twelve  to 
four,  to  invite  a  Unitarian  minister  to  come  and  preach 
on  trial.  No  change  was  made  in  the  covenant,  and 
the  new  element  which  came  in  found  a  well-estab- 
lished foundation  upon  which  to  build.        A^*^ 

In  August,  1844,  Thomas  Dap^  was  unanimously 
chosen  pastor.  At  this  time,  or  soon  after,  a  new 
front  was  put  on  the  building,  a  vestry  put  under- 
neath, and  the  pulpit  was  removed  from  the  north  to 
the  south  end,  and  the  pews  changed  to  conform  with 
the  alteration.  Meantime  Sawin's  Hall  was  used  for 
a  short  period,  and  later  the  Centre  Congregational 
Church  was  occupied  in  union  with  the  society  wor- 
shiping there,  each  society  occupying  the  church  for 
half  a  day.  Mr.  Danes'  ministry  closed  in  1853,  after 
a  useful  pastorate.  From  1853  until  1856  the  society 
had  no  settled  pastor.  In  the  latter  year  a  call  was 
extended  to  Rev.  C.  Y.  I)e  Norinandie,  who  was  duly 
installed  on  Scptombcr  lOtli  of  that  year.  The  church 
was  greatly  quickened  by  the  religious  revival  of 
1858,  which  resulted  in  the  addition  of  forty  members 
to  its  roll.  In  the  year  18G5  a  reorganization  of  the 
church  was  effected,  in  which  the  Christian  Scriptures 
were  declared  to  be  the  sufficient  rule  for  faith  and 
practice.  In  18G8  the  society  reluctantly  complied 
with  a  request  of  their  pastor  for  his  dismission,  and 
in  April,  1869,  Mr.  De  Normandie  left,  afler  having 
served  the  society  for  nearly  thirteen  years.  Ellery 
Channing  Butler  was  ordained  Oct.  26,  1869,  but  was 
called  away  after  a  short  pastorate  of  nearly  three 
years.  The  next  pastor,  Alfred  Manchester,  was  or- 
dained Jan.  9,  1873.  In  1874  various  improvements 
were  made  upon  the  building,  the  interior  being 
newly  frescoed  and  carpeted,  thus  giving  to  the  society 
a  beautiful  and  attractive  audience-room.  In  1877, 
Mr.  Manchester  was  dismissed,  after  a  successful  pas- 
torate, and  was  followed  by  James  M.  Leighton,  the 
present  pastor,  who  was  ordained  April  10,  1878. 
In  1881  a  new  organization  of  the  church  was  made, 


which  changed  somewhat  the  basis  of  fellowship. 
Members  are  required  to  sign  their  names  to  a  com- 
pact pledging  themselves  to  the  worship  of  Almighty 
Gk)d,  and  'the  study  and  practice  of  pure  religion  as 
manifested  in  the  life  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  To  this 
compact  seventy-two  members  signed  their  names. 
Such  is  a  brief  abstract  of  the  history  of  a  church 
whose  unseen  influences  have  striven  to  add  to  the 
moral  excellence  and  religious  power  of  the  commu- 
nity in  which  it  is  planted. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Churoh.— In  the  year 
1820  a  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  organized  in 
New  Bedford.  A  number  of  persons  in  Fairhaven 
united  with  this  church,  attended  its  services,  and  the 
preacher  in  charge  sometimes  preached  on  this  side 
of  the  river.  On  Dec.  28, 1829,  the  brethren  residing 
in  Fair  haven  requested  that  a  chapel  be  erected  for 
their  accommodation.  It  was  resolved  that  their  re- 
quest ought  to  be  complied  with,  and  that  such  a  step 
will  tend  to  the  glory  of  Gk>d  and  the  enlargement  of 
the  kingdom  of  our  common  Saviour.  In  June,  1880, 
the  meeting-house  was  opened  for  worship,  and  dedi- 
catory sermons  were  preached  by  Bev.  Orange  Scott 
and  Rev.  John  Lindsey.  This  was  the  building  now 
occupied  by  the  town  as  a  high  school,  and  stands  on 
Main  Street  north  of  Bridge  Street  Rev.  William 
Livesey  was  in  that  year  appointed  to  this  station. 
Once  in  two  weeks  Mr.  Livesey  exchanged  with  Rev. 
Mr.  Merritt,  of  New  Bedford,  and  Rev.  James  Porter, 
of  the  Head  of  the  River.  The  society  continued  to 
be  a  branch  of  the  one  in  New  Bedford  until  1882, 
when  it  was  deemed  expedient-  that  the  Fairhaven 
society  become  a  separate  organization. 

On  Aug.  80, 1832,  the  male  members  met  and  pro- 
ceeded to  organize  a  board  of  trustees,  consisting  of 
the  following-named  persons:  Joseph  Millett,  James 
Tripp  (2d),  John  P.  Winslow,  Joseph  P.  Swifl,  Joseph 
B.  Morse,  Dennis  McCarthy,  and  Warren  Maxfield. 
The  society  continued  to  occupy  their  house  of  wor- 
ship until  the  spring  of  1849,  when  the  subject  of 
purchasing  the  edifice  left  vacant  by  the  Centre  Con- 
gregational Society  was  considered.  On  April  16th 
the  trustees  reported  that  they  had  obtained  a  title  to 
the  church  for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Their  report  was  accepted,  and 
the  building  occupied  in  that  year.  The  last  of  the 
notes  due  by  reason  of  the  purchase  of  this  building 
was  paid  in  March,  1867.  Extensive  improvements 
have  been  made  within  the  church  edifice  since  its 
present  occupancy,  and  the  church  is  now  in  a  highly 
prosperous  condition. 

Official  AppovUmmU.—lSSO^l.ney.  William  Live- 
sey ;  1831-32,  Rev.  Leonard  Griffin ;  1832-34,  Rev. 
Nathan  Paine;  1834-36,  Rev.  Lewis  Janson;  1835 
-36,  Rev.  Daniel  K.  Banister;  1836-38,  Rev.  David 
Leslie;  1838-39,  Rev.  Henry  Mayo;  1839-41,  Rev. 
Apollos  Hale;  1841-43,  Rev.  Isaac  Stoddard;  1843 
-44,  Rev.  Nathan  Paine;  1844-46,  Rev.  John  W. 
Case;  1846-46,  Rev.  Daniel  Webb,  supplied  by  G. 
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W.  Brewster;  I84fi-48,  Eev.  Micab  J.  Talbot,  Jr.; 
3848--19,  Rev.  Henry  BaylJea;  1840-51.  Eev.  Samuel 
0.  Brown;  1851-63,  Rev,  Horatio  W.  Hougliton ; 
1853-55,  Rev.  Ricliard  Liveeey ;  1866-67,  Rev.  WH- 
Ham  B.  Ricbarda;  1867-68,  Itev.  Bartholomew  Otlie- 
rasn:  1868-59,  Rev.  James  M.  Worcester;  1869 
-61,  Rev.  John  B.  Husted;  1861-63,  Rev.  Edward 
A.  Lyon;  1863-6S,  Rev.  William  Livesey;  1866-68, 
Bev.  Henry  H.  Smitb ;  1868-71,  Rev.  Frederic  Up- 
ham  ;  1871-73,  Rev.  Jobn  Gray ;  1873-76,  Rev.  Hop- 
king  B.  Oady ;  1876-78,  Hev.  George  De  B.  Stwldard ; 
1878-79,  Rev.  Daniel  C.  Stevenson ;  187&-80,  Rev. 
Praucia  D.  Sargent;  1880-88,  Rev.  George  E.  Fuller. 

The  B«oond  Advent  Society. —  In  1841,  Elder 
Williaui  Miller  preadied  in  tbe  Ctiriatiao  Dnptist 
Church  in  this  village.  A  number  of  permnB  became 
oonverta  to  the  Second  Advent  failb,  and  in  1842 
began  to  hold  nieetiuga.  Tbe  first  meetings  were 
held  in  a  private  house  on  Main  Street.  Aflerwurda 
they  wore  held  in  the  building  formerly  occuiiied  by 
!Rev.  Mr.  Gould  as  a  young  ladiea'  board! ng-aehool, 
And  in  Fountain  Hall  on  Main  Street.  Tbe  building 
^>n  William  Street,  formerly  kuown  as  Sawin's  Hall, 
ivaa  purchased  and  converted  into  a  chapel,  and  a 
new  organization  etTected  about  seventeen  yean  ago. 
Present  pastor.  Elder  George  F.  Haines. 

Friends'  Meeting. — Since  the  early  Hettlement  of 
Old  Durtinnuth  tbe  Friends  or  Quakers  have  been 
an  important  element  in  the  history  of  tbe  town.  In 
Fairhavon,  however,  they  have  not  been  so  influen- 
tial as  in  New  Bedford  and  Darlmouth.  There  wua 
no  meeting- lio use  in  the  present  liuiiLs  of  the  town 
nntil  1840,  when  the  plain  but  neat  building  on 
Bridge  Street  was  erected.  Tbe  number  of  wor- 
flhipera  here  has  always  been  quite 
ber  at  present  about  ten  or  twelve  families.  Meet- 
luge  are  held  on  (irat  days  and  fourth  days,  and  a 
Sible-class  is  sustained.  The  Friends  do  not  recog- 
nize tbe  pastoral  relation  in  the  nianuer  that  other 
denominations  do,  and  their  method  of  church  gov- 
ernment difTera  also  from  tliatof  other  societies.  The 
Fairbaven  Meeting  belongs  to  the  New  Bedford 
Monthly  Meeting,  which  is  the  principal  oi^aniisatioD 
in  this  vicinity. 

Civil  History. — The  records  of  the  lirst  few  years 
of  the  t<iwn'a  existence  have  been  lost,  and  thenameii 
of  the  offlcers  during  that  period  have  not  been 
definitely  ascertained.  The  following-named  per- 
sons have  held  tbe  olHce  of  town  clerk 
1816-17,  Levi  Jenney ;  1817-19,  Jabcz  Taber; 
1819-34,  Bartlmlomew  Taber;  J834-42,  Nathaniel 
Church;  1842-55,  Eben  Akin,  Jr.;  1855-76,  Tucker 
Damon,  Jr, ;  1876,  Eben  Akin,  Jr. 
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Military  Record,  1881-66.— The  following  en- 
listed from  Fairhaven  during  the  late  war  of  the  Re- 
bellion : 

Dartliolofnew  Alkln,  E.  DeleYMD  Allen,  Bllslinp  P.  Allen,  William  f . 
Allen,  Andrew  W.  Almy,  Charles  H.  Anstln,  Benjamin  T.  Saker, 
Charles  A.  Biitea,  Martin  Dowen,  Thomas  O.  Dowen,  Charles  O. 
Dralry,  George  B.  Braley,  George  P.  Brtggs,  Alexander  J.  Brown, 
John  Brown,  Peter  Brown,  Benjamin  Bart,  William  W.  Garsley, 
Joseph  8.  Cnswell,  William  F. Caswell,  Exeklel  Cekletl,  Kbeneser  W. 
Chase,  John  Conly,  Ellslia  Copeland,  Renhen  Corsen,  Jonathan  C. 
Cowen,  James  N.  Cox,  Henry  P.  Cronell,  Edward  F.  Damon,  Alden 
Darlfl,  Robert  Decker,  Edward  H.  Dillingham,  William  Prlscoll, 
George  Danham,  William  II.  Dunham,  Edward  Emmons,  Barnabas 
Ewer,  Jr.,  John  H.  Flteh,  John  Flynn,  Timothy  Fox,  William  A. 
Fox,  Joltn  P.  Freeborn,  Albert  D.  Gelett,  Charles  W.  Oelett,  Charles 
H.  Giflbrd,  Comellns  Grady,  Joshaa  Grimes,  diaries  J.  Hale,  Joseph 
P.  Ilamblln,  Michael  Harrington,  William  A.  Hasklns,  Ebenoser  B. 
Hathaway,  John  A.  Hawes,  Ablin  Haydeu,  Henij  HIllyEbeneserV. 
Hitch,  Frederick  H.  Hitch,  Franklin  L.  Hull,  Edward  J.  Hurley, 
John  Isherwood,  James  Jnckson,  Charles  N.  Jenney,  Benjamin 
Jones,  BenJ.  W.  Kempton,  Jared  B.  Lake,  Leonard  Luther,  Jabea 
M.  Lyle,  Saml.  M.  Manell,  G^.  F.  Manchester,  W.  A.  Manches> 
ter,  Henry  Morton,  E.  Murphy,  John  Murray,  John  0.  Nell,  Michael 
Nolan,  Tbos.  Nye,  Plilneas  Peckham,  Jr^  H.  Pope,  W.  B.  Pnrrlng^n, 
James  Reed,  Amns  Rogers,  Jr.,  George  V.  Rogers,  Benjamin  Samp- 
si»n,  Zebelial  8.  Sampson,  Arthur  Saunders,  Louis  Schmidt,  John  P. 
Sears,  Daniel  Sheridan,  Charles  Smith,  Roland  Smith,  William 
Smith,  Edward  Stannett,  Henry  C.  Steele,  George  Sterens,  Henry 
Sterens,  Frandu  H.  Stoddard,  Nelson  J.  Sweet,  Loring  P.  Taber, 
Charlee  Thompson,  John  M.  Thompson,  Elbrldge  B.  Townsend, 
Joseph  F.  Townsend,  Amos  Tripp,  Elieneser  R.  Tripp,  Horace  P^ 
Tripp,  James  F.  Tripp,  Joseph  Tripp,  William  H.  Tripp,  John  Wal- 
deck,  Frank  Wnldron,  Jesse  H.  Warner,  John  Warren,  Edward  W. 
West,  Andrew  Wostgate,  Stephen  Westgate,  Henry  White,  Joshua 
II.  Wllkey.  Albert  M.  Willoox,  George  R.  Wlxon,  George  Wood, 
Lemuel  C.  Wood,  Jr.,  Thomss  Wood,  Thomss  M.  Wrighington. 

Natt.— John  W.  Babbett,  Ellsha  B.  Dumpns,  William  B.  Bumpus,  Jabes 
(Miandler,  George  H.  Copeland,  Joeeph  Ellis,  Henry  W.  Fitch,  Reu- 
lM>n  II.  Fitch,  Ansel  8.  Hitch,  James  R.  Lawrence,  Jr.,  William  C. 
Nye,  Albert  Shaw,  Thomas  Shaw,  Eli  Sherman,  Francis  Snell,  Jr., 
Frederick  M.  Faber,  William  A.  West,  Oscar  F.  Wlxon. 
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HENRY  UUTTLESTONK. 

The  Iltittlestone  family  is  of  good  English  stock. 
The  name  was  formerly  Huddlestone,  the  name  now 
of  a  solid  village  in  England.  Valentine  Huddle- 
stone  came  from  England  to  America  in  the  first  part 
of  the  seventeenth  century  to  Newport,  and  settled 
ultimately  in  Dartmouth  (now  Fairhaven),  where,  in 
1694,  he  was  one  of  the  fifly-six  original  proprietors 
of  the  town.  He  had  two  sons  hy  his  wife  Catharine, 
— Henry,  horn  Sept.  21, 1673,  and  George,  born  Sept. 
28,  1677.  From  one  of  these  (Henry  probably)  was 
no  doubt  the  Henry  of  whom  we  write,  but  we  have 
no  data  to  establish  the  fact. 

Henry  Huttlestone  was  born  in  Fairhaven,  Mass., 
in  1768,  at  or  near  the  residence  of  the  late  Hon.  John 
A.  Hawes.  His  father,  Peieg  Huttlestone,  was  a  man 
of  good  circumstances  and  repute  in  his  day,  a  land- 
holder, and  a  valuable  citizen.  He  was  born  in  1741, 
and  died  in  1801 ;  his  wife  Tabitha  was  born  in  1743, 
and  died  in  1790.  Henry  Huttlestone,  although  of 
limited  education,  early  manifested  great  business 


ability.  He  became  owner  of  numerous  vessels,  and 
was  extensively  engaged  in  fitting  out  shipe  for  the 
European  trade.  He  was  also  a  merchant  for  many 
years  in  his  native  town.  He  was  a  man  pleasant  to 
meet,  of  winning  manners,  and  a  general  favorite 
for  his  benevolence  and  sympathy  towards  suffering. 
During  the  Napoleonic  wars  and  embargoes  and  the 
perilous  times  connected  with  the  war  of  1812  he  lost 
heavily,  numbers  of  hb  ships  being  captured  or  de- 
stroyed by  the  belligerent  European  powers.  He  had 
at  the  time  of  his  death  several  claims  against  the 
Spanish,  French,  and  English  nations  for  captured 
vessels,  yet  only  one  of  the  claims— one  against  the 
French  government— ever  realized  anything  for  his 
heirs.  He  married  Rhoda  Merrihew,  of  Fairhaven. 
They  had  seven  children, — Henry  (deceased),  Nancy 
(deceased),  Betsey  (Mrs.  Charles  Stoddard),  Stephen 
(deceased),  Jane  (deceased),  Killey  (deceased),  and 
Mary.  Mr.  Huttlestone  died  in  January,  1831.  He 
was  Unitarian  in  religion,  and  a  Whig  in  politics. 

Rowland  Rogers,  son  of  Abishai  and  Judith  Rogers, 
was  born  in  Mattapoisett,  Mass.,  March  21, 1810.  He 
became  a  merchant  in  Fairhaven,  and  March  21, 1833, 
married  Mary,  youngest  child  of  Henry  Huttlestone. 
They  had  three  children, — Eliza  (deceased),  Henry 
H.,  and  Rufus  A.  In  his  latter  years,  Mr.  Rogers 
was  an  accountant.  He  was  a  Democrat  from  prin- 
ciple. He  could  give  sound  reasons  in  support  of  his 
belief,  and  was  one  of  the  little  band  of  from  five  to 
seven  in  the  town  who  steadily  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket,  undaunted  by  the  bitter  partisanship  of  the 
times.  He  died  in  1861.  His  wife  is  now  living  in 
Fairhaven,  with  youthful  appearance  for  her  years, 
beloved  by  all  who  know  her. 

Henry  Huttlestone  Rogers  was  born  in  Fairhaven, 
Mass.,  Jan.  29, 1840.  He  was  a  quick  and  diligent 
student,  and  graduated  at  the  Fairhaven  High  School. 
Upon  leaving  school  he  engaged  as  clerk  in  a  store  in 
Fairhaven,  where  he  remained  until  his  twenty-first 
year,  when  he  went  to  Oil  City,  Pa.,  and  started  busi- 
ness for  himself  by  establishing  an  oil  refinery.  He 
exhibited  good  business  qualities,  was  hard-working 
and  energetic,  yet  the  refinery  did  not  pay,  and  after 
a  faithful  but  unsuccessful  effort  to  succeed,  he  aban- 
doned it  and  became  assistant  superintendent  of  Na- 
trona Chemical  Works.  His  manner  of  transacting 
business  attracted  the  attention  of  Charles  Pratt,  of 
"astral  oil"  celebrity,  and  in  a  few  months'  time 
he  left  the  chemical  works  for  a  position  in  the 
New  York  house  of  Mr.  Pratt.  This,  in  a  short 
time,  resulted  in  Mr.  Pratt's  admitting  Mr.  Rogers  to 
a  partnership  in  the  firm  now  Charles  Pratt  &  Co. 
He  is  of  quick,  energetic  temperament,  carries  through 
successfully  whatever  he  undertakes,  and  has  a  warm, 
social  nature,  which  endears  him  to  a  large  circle  of 
friends.  His  family  spend  their  summers  in  Fair- 
haven with  his  mother,  and  for  which  Mr.  Rogers  has 
the  strongest  attachment,  believing  the  town  of  his 
birth  the  finest  place  on  earth.    His  love  for  Fair- 
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haven  and  for  its  improvement  has  recently  been 
manifested  in  a  most  pleasant  and  valuable  way,  by 
the  offer  recently  to  build,  at  his  own  expense,  a  high- 
school  building  in  that  town,  contributing  also  the 
land  on  which  it  is  to  stand. 

Mr.  Rogers  married,  Nov.  17, 1862,  Abbie,  daaghter 
of  Capt.  Peleg  Gifford,  of  Fairhaven.  They  have  five 
children, — Anne,  Cara,  Amelia,  Mary,  and  Henry  H. 
He  is  Republican  in  politics.  He  is  yet  in  the  prime 
of  life,  and,  with  many  years  of  active  business  before 
him,  is  a  fair  type  of  the  impetuous,  rushing,  success- 
ful Americans  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

Rufus  A.  Rogers  was  born  in  Fairhaven,  Feb.  22, 
1843.  He  married  Maude  Thumm,  and  is  now  an 
accountant,  residing  in  Oil  City,  Pa.  He  has  two 
children. 


HON.   JOHN  A.  HAWKS. 

Hon.  John  A.  Hawes  was  born  in  Fairhaven, 
Mass.,  Sept.  27,  1823.  He  graduated  at  Harvard  in 
1845,  and  studied  law  with  J.  H.  W.  Page,  Esq.,  in 
New  Bedford,  but  he  never  practiced  the  profession 
nor  engaged  in  any  regular  business.  He  has  been 
selectman  and  a  member  of  the  school  committee  in 
his  native  town,  and  was  captain  of  Company  E, 
Third  Massachusetts  Regiment,  in  the  nine  months' 
service  during  the  Rebellion.  In  1871-72  and  1874- 
75  he  was  a  member  of  the  State  Senate,  often  tem- 
porarily filling  the  chair,  and  was  for  some  time  the 
elected  president  j[>ro  tetn.  He  was  at  one  time  presi- 
dent of  the  Bristol  County  Agricultural  Society  and 
commander  of  the  Massachusetts  Department  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  He  took  considerable  inter- 
est in  yachting.  He  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the 
New  Bedford  Yacht  Club,  and  was  elected  its  first 
commodore  in  1878,  an  office  which  he  held  while  his 
health  remained  good.  He  resided  upon  the  old 
homestead,  his  children  being  the  fifth  generation 
living  upon  the  same  land.  Mr.  Hawes  was  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  in  religion  he  tended  towards 
Rationalism.  He  died  March  10,  1883.  His  wife  is 
Amelia  (Hallet)  Hawes.  Children,— Elizabeth  Bor- 
den, Amelia  H.,  and  Mary.  He  was  a  good  citizen,  a 
warm  friend,  and  a  generous-hearted  man. 

John  A.  Hawes,  father  of  John  A.,  was  for  some 
time  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Cornell  &  Hawes,  New 
York  City.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Borden,  of  Fairhaven.  John  Hawes,  father  of 
John  A.,  Sr.,  was  a  prominent  man  in  New  Bedford 
and  vicinity.  He  was  for  many  years  collector  of 
that  port,  and  was  one  of  seven  to  organize  the  first 
Methodist  Society  in  New  Bedford. 


NATHANIEL   CHURCH. 

Nathaniel  Church,  son  of  Joseph  and  Deborah 
(Perry)  Church,  was  born  in  Fairhaven,  Mass.,  Nov. 
16,  1798.  He  had  the  advantages  of  good  blood  and 
a  long   line  of  ref)iitable  ancestors,  reaching  away 


back  through  early  colonial  days  to  a  subetantial 
standing  in  "  merrie  England."  With  only  a  com- 
mon school  education,  he  attained  a  success  in  life 
which  showed  business  qualities,  energy,  and  pru- 
dence. When  but  a  little  past  his  majority  he  went 
to  Rhode  Island,  and  engaged  as  a  merchant  with 
his  brother  Ebenezer  as  E.  P.  Church  &  Co.  He  re- 
mained in  trade  there  until  1881,  when  he  removed 
to  Fairhaven,  where  he  entered  into  merchandising, 
and  continued  steadily  in  trade  until  near  the  close  of 
his  life.  He  then  was  engaged  for  a  few  years  in  a 
brass  foundry  in  Fairhaven.  He  was  more  or  less 
connected  with  various  whaling  expeditions,  but  these 
were  not  remunerative.  He  married,  Aug.  22, 1829, 
Lydia,  daughter  of  Barney  and  Sarah  (Cook)  Hicks. 
She  was  born  in  Westport,  Mass.,  Dec.  16, 1800.  On 
both  -sides  she  is  descended  from  old  families  of  good 
repute,  and  to-day,  with  vigorous  mental  faculties,  she 
is  in  good  physical  health,  and  witli  cheerful  content 
in  the  society  of  her  old  friends  and  affectionate 
daughters,  she  is  awaiting  the  summons  to  meet  her 
husband  on  the  '*  other  shore."  They  had  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  attained  maturity.  They  were 
Sarah  C,  Nancy  F.  (deceased),  Mary  L.  (married 
Ansel  0.  Jenney,  resides  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  has 
four  children),  and  Lydia  M.  Mr.  Church  was  Whig 
and  Republican  in  political  affiliations;  as  such  he 
was  called  to  fill  many  positions  of  honor  and  trust. 
He  was  town  clerk  many  years;  was  many  times 
chosen  overseer  of  the  poor  and  selectman ;  held  the 
commission  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  nearly  all  of 
his  active  life;  was  called  to  represent  his  district  in 
the  Lower  House  of  the  State  JjOgislature  twice,  dis- 
charging his  duties  with  impartiality  and  ability.  He 
was,  during  his  extended  business  life,  called  to  ad- 
minister on  many  estates,  and  from  his  cautious,  care- 
ful, and  wise  advice  many  received  much  benefit 
He  was  a  man  who,  while  unostentatious  in  his  giv- 
ing, did  not  withhold  a  helping  hand  from  worthy 
charities  or  public  benefactions,  but  gave  liberally. 
He  was  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  of  many  virtues,  and 
one  whose  life  served  well  to  merit  the  confidence  and 
esteem  which  he  received  from  a  large  circle  of  friends. 
He  died  March  17,  1865,  in  the  sixty-seventh  year  of 
his  age. 

CHARLES  8P00NBR  TADBll. 

Charles  Spooner  Taber,  son  of  Jacob  and  Dolly 
(Spooner)  Taber,  was  born  on  the  old  Taber  home- 
stead in  Fairhaven,  Dec.  5, 1809.  His  earliest  ances- 
tor of  the  name  in  Fairliaven  was  Thomas  Taber  (son 
of  Philip,  who  came  to  this  country  probably  in  1633, 
and  lived  successively  in  Watertown,  Yarmouth,  Mar- 
tha's Vineyard,  Portsmouth,  11. 1.,  and  Tiverton),  who 
was  born  in  1645,  settled  here  as  early  as  1072,  and 
died  in  1730.  lie  was  a  mason  by  trade,  and  built 
and  occupied  a  stone  house  at  Oxford  village,  which 
was  recently  demolished.  Capt.  Taber  inherits  his 
landed   estate,   north   of  Oxford    village,   from   this 
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Thomas,  his  great-great-grandfather,  through  his  great- 
grandfather Jacob  (born  in  1683,  died  in  1778),  his 
grandfather  Bartholomew  (born  in  1717,  died  in  1808), 
and  his  father  Jacob  (born  in  1775,  died  in  1816). 
Capt.  Taber's  father,  a  sailor,  died,  when  he  was 
about  six  years  old,  of  spotted  fever,  and  remaining 
with  his  mother  until  he  was  sixteen,  he  shipped  as 
common  sailor  on  the  "Columbus,"  bound  for  Mar- 
seilles with  a  cargo  of  oil.  After  his  return  he  at- 
tended the  academy  at  Fairhaven  for  a  year  or  so,  and 
again  entered  the  merchant  service  as  sailor,  and 
remained  in  that  for  a  number  of  years,  rising  to  the 
position  of  first  mate.  Thinking  whaling  more  profit- 
able, he  arranged  to  go  a  voyage  on  a  whaler  as  boat- 
steerer,  and  was  conveyed  to  the  vessel  by  his  brother, 
Jacob  S.,  who  on  his  way  back  to  the  shore  was 
drowned.  This  sad  event  changed  his  course.  He 
gave  up  the  voyage,  and  for  two  years  carried  on  out- 
fitting for  sailors.  In  1835  he  shipped  as  boat-steerer 
on  ship  "Shylock,"  of  Rochester,  a  whaler,  bound 
for  Tristan  d'Acunha  Island  and  South  Atlantic. 
Returning  in  ten  months,  he  shipped  on  next  voyage 
as  first  mate  of  the  same  ship,  and  went  to  the  Indian 
Ocean  and  Madagascar  coast.  Afler  a  voyage  of 
twenty  months  he  was  given  command  of  the  same 
vessel,  and  in  his  first  voyage  of  twenty  months  cir- 
cumnavigated the  globe.  He  sailed  again  in  1839  as 
master  of  the  "  Shylock,"  and  went  to  New  Zealand 
and  New  Holland.  After  getting  nearly  two  thousand 
two  hundred  barrels  of  oil,  two  thousand  five  hundred 
being  a  full  cargo,  he  concluded  to  go  to  the  Fiji 
Islands  for  balance  of  load.  They  were  becalmed  off 
these  islands,  when  a  breeze  sprang  up,  and  about  ten 
or  eleven  o'clock  at  night  the  ship  struck  on  a  reef 
not  located  on  the  charts.  She  went  to  pieces  rapidly. 
Capt.  Taber  went  below  and  hurriedly  took  his  quad- 
rant, compass,  and  glass,  and  without  his  boots  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  one  of  the  three  boats.  The  islands 
were  inhabited  by  cannibals,  and  the  captain  distrust- 
ing their  hospitality  shaped  his  course  for  the  Friendly 
Islands.  Two  boats  got  clear,  but  one  was  lost,  yet 
of  the  entire  crew  only  one,  a  boy,  was  lost.  After 
two  days'  and  three  nights'  exposure  to  the  elements 
and  hunger  and  thirst  they  came  to  the  sought  for 
islands,  and  were  kindly  received  and  entertained. 
They  went  from  one  island  to  another  until  they  came 
to  Vavau,  one  of  the  Tonga  Islands,  where  was  an 
English  Methodist  missionary  station.  The  mission- 
aries relieved  their  necessities,  placed  their  vessel  at 
Capt.  Taber's  service,  and  afler  he  visited  all  their 
stations  they  conveyed  him  to  Hobartstown,  whence 
he  went  to  Sydney,  New  Zealand,  and  thence  to 
Boston.  Of  these  kind  and  faithful  missionaries 
Capt.  Taber  retains  the  warmest  memories. 

He  was  soon  offered  command  of  several  vessels, 
and  accepted  that  of  the  "  Huntress,"  of  New  Bed- 
ford, and  made  a  highly  successful  voyage  of  thirty 
months,  visiting  the  Indian  and  South  Pacific  Oceans. 
This  was  his  last  completed  voyage.    Afler  his  re- 


turn he  started  on  another  trip  aa  master  of  the 
"  Elizabeth,"  of  New  Bedford,  but  failing  health, 
with  indications  of  consumption,  caused  him  to  leave 
his  vessel  at*  Pernambuco  and  return  home.  Since 
then  he  has  attended  to  the  culture  of  the  ancestral 
acres  granted  to  his  ancestor,  John  Cooke,  and  held 
by  him  in  direct  inheritance  through  Thomas  Taber, 
as  before  mentioned.  Capt.  Taber  married,  Dec.  8, 
1846,  Laura  Hathaway,  daughter  of  Obed  and  Abby 
(Hathaway)  Nye.  Her  father  was  a  merchant  for 
many  years  at  the  "  Head  of  the  River"  (Acushnet), 
was  bom  in  Fairhaven,  and  a  member  of  one  of  the 
old  and  honored  families. 

Capt.  Taber  is  Republican  in  politics,  but  is  con- 
tent to  remain  outside  of  official  honors  and  pre- 
ferment. He  is  of  sanguine  temperament,  is  pleasing 
and  social  in  his  intercourse  with  others,  and  having 
amassed  sufficient  wealth  to  be  removed  from  any 
pecuniary  anxiety,  is  enjoying  life  with  a  quaint  and 
happy  philosophy,  and  with  content  is  passing  on 
towards  the  "  twilight"  in  a  home  cheered  by  a  more 
than  ordinary  intelligent  and  agreeable  wife.  He  is 
liberal  in  religion,  and  with  his  wife  attends  the 
Unitarian  Church.  He  is  probably  the  only  one 
living  who  bid  off  a  seat  in  the  church  (then  Free- 
Will  Baptist)  at  its  dedication  in  December,  1832. 
All  in  all,  Capt.  Tabei^  is  a  fair  type  of  the  hardy, 
resolute  whalers  of  the  most  prosperous  days  of  that 
great  industry  of  this  part  of  New  England. 


ELLERT  T.  TABER. 

Ellery  Tompkins  Taber,  son  of  Timotliy  and  Peace 
(Kelly)  Taber,  was  born  in  Fairhaven,  Mass.,  Aug. 
23, 1809.  His  father  was  a  painter  by  avocation,  and 
followed  the  sea.  He  waa  on  the  sloop  "Thetis," 
bound  for  Savannah,  when  that  ill-fated  vessel  waa 
capsized  in  a  squall,  in  November,  1809,  and  with  the 
rest  of  the  persons  on  board  was  lost.  Thus,  at  the 
early  age  of  three  months,  Ellery  was  left  an  orphan. 
Mrs.  Taber,  the  mother  of  Ellery,  was  descended  on 
her  mother's  side  from  the  Wood  family,  which  waa 
one  of  the  old  families  of  the  town,  and,  like  the 
Tabers,  largely  connected  with  its  history. 

Ellery  was  taken  home  by  his  father's  sister,  Mrs. 
Mercy  Tompkins,  and  was  given  the  name  of » her 
husband,  Ellery  Tompkins.  Mr.  Tompkins  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade,  and  in  his  pleasant  family  Ellery 
remained  until  he  was  thirteen  years  old,  receiving 
the  instruction  given  in  the  village  schools.  He  then 
shipped  on  board  the  sloop  "Julia  Ann,"  plying  be- 
tween New  Bedford  and  Albany  and  New  Bedford 
and  New  York,  and  continued  on  her  for  four  years. 
He  next  shipped  as  foremast  hand  on  ship  "  Mill- 
wood," a  whaler  bound  for  Brazil  Banks.  This  voy- 
age lasted  one  year,  and. he  remained  on  her  for 
another  voyage  of  the  same  length.  His  third  voy- 
age was  in  ship  "  Leonidas"  as  boat-steerer  for  eigh- 
teen   months.    He  was    next  third   mate   of  ship 


282 


HISTORY   OF  BRISTOL  COUNTT,  MA8SA0HD8ETT8. 


"  Meteor,"  of  Hudson,  on  a  toyage  of  eleven  moDths 
to  TriatftD  d'Acuoha.  Tlioii  we  find  him  fint  mate 
of  tba  ''  Alexander"  for  ft  t«n  niontha'  voyftge,  and 
from  this  he  went  in  tha  same  capacilf  on  tlie  good 
aliip  "James,"  of  New  Bedford,  going  to  the  Indian 
Oceftn  and  Mozambique  Channel.  Aft«r  this  voyage 
of  nineteen  mouths  he  was  promoted  to  muster  of 
the  aame  vessel,  and  remBiaed  her  captain  for  three 
voyages.  He  next  took  command  of  the  "  Moul- 
pielier,"  of  New  Bedford,  and  made  a  long  cruise  in 
the  Indian  and  North  Puciflc  Oceana. 

In  1346,  having  acquirt»d  a  competency,  he  retired 
from  active  liibor,  and  has  since  resided  in  bis  pleasant 
hooit:  in  his  native  town.  His  seafaring  life  was  not 
only  Buccessful  financially,  it  waa  fortunate.  He 
never  waa  shipwrecked,  never  had  the  aligbteat  acci- 
dent, and  during  hia  numerous  voyages  lout  but  one 
tnau.  He  married  (Hrat),  in  1836,  Emily,  daughter 
of  William  and  Emma  Taber  Wiiite,  of  Fuirhaven. 
She  died  in  1842,  and  several  years  afler  her  death 
he  married  her  youngest  Bister,  Maria,  Mrs.  Tabor 
fa  a  lineal  deaceadant  of  Peregrine  White,  of  "  May- 
flower" birth.  Her  great-grandfather  lived  in  I'Vee- 
lown,  where  her  grandfather,  William,  waa  born. 
He  moved  to  Fairhaven,  was  a  blaoksDiitb,  and  very 
prominent  in  businesa  circles.  He  built  probably  the 
first  cotton- factory  in  the  State,  on  the  Acushnet 
River.  Hia  six  aons  became  manufiicturen.  Hia 
son  William  was  father  of  Mn.  Taber. 

Mr.  Taber  is  Unitarian  in  religious  belief;  has  ever 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket,  even  when  barely  half  a 
dozen  votes. were  cast  in  the  town.  His  townsmen 
have  intrusted  hiui  with  the  office  of  selectman,  but 
he  has  never  cared  for  office.  A  quiet,  unassuming 
man,  he  illustrates  finely  what  may  be  accomplished 
with  steady,  persistent  eflbrt  by  a  poor,  uneducated 
boy  relying  on  his  own  exertions. 


CYRUS   D.   HUNT, 

Cyrus  D.  Hunt  was  born  in  East  Weymouth,  Nov. 
16,  1833.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  place  until  thirteen  yeara  of  age,  when  he 
assisted  hia  father,  who  rebuilt  the  guverument  break- 
water of  Fort  Adams,  Newport,  R.  I.  Ho  worki'd 
with  him  for  three  years,  during  the  auuimer,  attend- 
ing school  in  Elast  Weymouth  during  the  winters  of 
that  time.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  enterei,!  the  i 
factoriesoftliu  Weymouth  Iron  Company,  and  learned 
the  trade  of  making  cut  nails.  He  worked  at  his 
trade  ten  years, — live  in  East  Weymouth,  one  in 
Providence,  11.  I.,  and  four  in  Somerset,  Mass.  By  too 
close  application  tu  his  work  he  impaired  his  health 
BO  much  he  wiis  ubiiged  tu  leave  the  factory  in  1861. 
After  a  few  months'  recreation  he  entered  the  liridgu- 
water  Normal  School.  For  this  step  he  had  prepared 
himself  by  etudy  while  at  work  at  his  trade. 

Having  graduated    from    the   Normal  School,  hi 
taught  achuu!  at  Somerset  during  the  winter  of  IStiS- 


64.  In  the  summer  of  1864  he  eutered  the  employ  of 
the  American  Nail-Machine  Company,  of  Uostou. 
This  company  purchased  property  nt  Fairhaven, 
Mass.,  to  which  place  the  machinery  and  buaineaa 
was  transferred  in  18S6.  Mr.  Hunt  took  charge  of 
the  busloeas  at  tlie  time  of  the  transfer,  and  having 
convinced  his  directors  of  the  neceiuily  of  a  change 
in  the  businesa,  they  authorised  him  to  engage  in  the 
manufacture  of  tacks  and  small  uaile.  The  company 
was  reorganized  in  1867,  and  named  the  American 
Tack  Company, 

By  the  purohnse  of  the  Jude  Field  trade-mark  and 
the  good-will  of  Mr.  Oueriueau,  sou-iu-law  of  Jude 
Field,  tlie  conipuny  became  the  legitimate  aucceaaore 
of  A.  Field,  who  was  one  of  thu  limt  to  alart  the 
tuck  manufacture  in  this  county,  having  bcguu  tlie 
busineaauf  making  tacks  and  shoe  nails  in  1834  in 
the  city  of  New  York.  Subsequently  the  company 
bought  out  M.  M,  Rhode*  &  Suns,  of  Taunton,  who 
were  the  llrst  to  make  lining  and  saddle  nails  and 
tufting-butlons  by  niuchiuury;  also  Martin  Q.  Wil- 
liams, of  Raynham,  the  inventor  and  original  manu- 
facturer of  chisel -pointed  boat  nails.  With  tlte  ad- 
vantage of  theae  three  eatahliahud  lines  of  trade  the 
company  was  able  (o  do  u  fair  busineea  uud  to  increase 
it  by  the  natural  growth  of  trade  and  the  increase  of 
business  of  the  country. 

The  company  has  a  cajiitul  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  tliousand  dollars,  and  employs  some  una 
hundred  and  twenty-live  hands,  including  buys  and 
girls,  the  latter  doing  the  light  work  and  the  packing 
of  the  goods.  The  sales  of  the  cunipauy  aggregate 
some  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  per 
year,  and  the  goods  go  to  all  parta  of  the  world,  as 
the  tacke  and  naila  made  by  American  manufucturen 
are  regarded  us  superior  to  any  other  mode. 

Mr.  Hunt  has  been  aasiduous  in  his  devotion  to 
his  business,  and  being  a  practical  workman,  Mwured 
BUCCCea  where  leas  attention  would  have  brought 
failure.  In  politics  he  hiu  always  been  a  Republi- 
can, being  fully  convinced  that  the  policy  of  llie  Itu- 
publican  ]>arty  to  "  foster,  protect,  and  encourage 
home  munufuctitdfti"  wiks  wise  and  for  the  bust  in- 
terests of  the  people,  while  a  protective  tarilf  fui^ 
uishes  employment,  and  at  the  same  time  provides  a 
revenue  for  the  goverumeot  in  a  manner  hardly  felt 
by  our  people.  He  has  voted  for  every  Republican 
President,  and  has  always  used  his  influence  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  ilie  party,  but  has  never  held 
any  office,  believing  hia  time  and  abilitiea  could  be 
better  employed  in  attention  to  his  busino3ii,und  that 
it  WHS  belter  to  succeed  iu  a  small  way  than  to  risk  a 
failure  by  attempting  to  do  too  much. 

Mr.  Hunt  married  Sarah  £.  ManaRcld,  of  Broiu- 
tree,  Miuis.,  who  wua  boru  March  17,  18ii7,  by  whom 
hu  hiLshiid  fuurchildren.—Wallace  I).,  Frederick  M., 
Alice  E.,  and  Aliibel  F. 

Cyrus  Hunt,  father  of  Cyrus  D.,  waa  born  iu 
Broiuuee,  Aug.  6,  180S,  died  July  li,  18G3.    Ee 
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was  son  of  Daniel  Hunt,  bora  in  Braintree,  1778, 
who  married  Polly  Kingman. 

Mr.  Hunt's  mother  was  a  daughter  of  Laban  Por- 
ter, a  descendant  of  Richard  Porter,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Weymouth,  who  came  from  Weymouth, 
England,  in  1635. 

Enoch  Hunt,  the  paternal  ancestor  of  Cyrus  D., 
came  from  England  to  Wessagussett  (Weymouth) 
with  the  first  settlers  of  that  ancient  town.  He  was 
a  blacksmith  by  trade.  He  returned  to  England,  but 
his  son  Ephraim,  born  in  England  in  1610,  remained 
in  Weymouth,  and  became  the  progenitor  of  the 
Weymouth  line  of  the  Hunt  family.  He,  like  his 
father,  was  a  blacksmith,  and  married  for  his  first 
wife  Anna  RichnrdH,  and  for  his  second,  Ebbitt 
Ikirns.  }\j  these  two  wives  ho  had  six  sons,  who 
became  the  fathers  of  twenty-six  sons  and  as  many 
daughters,  whose  descendants  are  numbered  by  thou- 
sands, and  have  settled  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States. 

Ephraim  (2),  born  in  Weymouth  in  1660,  died  in 
1713.  His  son  John  was  born  in  Braintree  in  1688, 
and  his  son  Andrew,  born  in  1743  and  died  in  1794, 
was  the  father  of  Daniel,  who  was  the  grandfather  of 
Cyrus  D. 


OBED  NYK. 


The  Nye  family  is  of  English  extraction,  and  the 
American  branch  can  claim  kindred  with  the  noble 
families  of  that  name  in  England.  Capt.  Obed  Nye, 
born  1737,  had  two  wives, — Mary,  born  1739,  died 
March  28,  1797,  and  Freelove,  born  1748,  died  Nov. 
10,  1815.  His  death  occurred  Nov.  10,  1815.  His 
'  son  Jonathan  was  born  1760,  and  died  Nov.  18, 1815. 
These  three  deaths  so  close  to  each  other  were  caused 
by  that  fearful  epidemic,  "  spotted  fever,"  or  "  black 
death."  Jonathan  married  Hannah  Mandoll,  born 
1776,  died  Sept.  24,  1844,  aged  eighty-two.  Their 
son,  Obed  Nye,  was  born  in  Fairhaven  (Acushnet) 
Jan.  25,  1800.  He  had  but  limited  education  from 
schools,  but  from  the  age  of  fourteen  began  his  busi- 
ness life  as  clerk  in  the  store  of'  Swifl  &  Nye,  at 
the  "Head  of  the  River,"  where  he  stayed  until  he 
was  of  age.  Then  he  became  a  partner,  the  firm 
becoming  Swifl,  Nye  &  Co.  This  firm  continued 
many  years,  and  Mr.  Nye  remained  connected  there- 
with until  1861,  when  he  retired,  having  acquired 
considerable  property.  He  did  a  great  deal  of  meas- 
uring lumber  in  his  time,  and  had  quite  a  reputa- 
tion in  that  way.  He  was  a  self-made  man.  His  first 
capital  was  borrowed,  but  his  honesty,  energy,  and 
thrift  were  the  foundations  of  his  success.  He  mar- 
ried, Oct.  16,  1821,  Abby,  daughter  of  William  and 
Abigail  Hathaway,  of  New  Bedford.  She  died  May 
10,  1864,  aged  sixty-three.  (See  biography  of  Wil- 
liam Hathaway,  Jr.,  of  New  Bedford.)  Of  their 
children  five  lived  to  grow  up, — Laura  H.  (Mrs. 
Charles  S.  Taber),  Abbie  P.  (married  David  S.  Hall, 


of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  and  now  resides  in  San  (Gabriel, 
Cal.),  William  H.  (deceaaed),  Francia  H.  (deceased), 
and  Rhodolphus  S. 

Mr.  Nye  was  of  active  and  energetic  temperament, 
was  for  many  years  an  agent  f^r  Hingham  Fire  In- 
surance Company,  and  represented  his  district  in  the 
Lower  House  of  the  State  Legislature.  He  waa  a 
man  of  good  habits,  of  strong  powers  of  thought, 
and  decided  principles  and  opinions.  Politically  he 
was  a  Whig  and  Republican.  He  was  social  and 
genial  in  his  intercourse  with  others,  and  his  Chris- 
tian charity  was  broad,  holding  to  Unitarian  doc- 
trines in  belief,  although  a  regular  attendant  of  the 
Orthodox  Congregational  Church.  He  had  robust 
health  both  in  body  and  mind  until  a  few  years  pre- 
vious to  his  deatli,  which  occurred  Jan.  29, 1878. 


CHAPTER  XXIL 


FRBBTOWN.i 


The  geographical  limits  of  Freetown  are  now  very 
dissimilar  and  unlike  those  of  that  section  of  country 
purchased  of  the  Indians  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  years  ago,  nor  were  those  wholly  identical  with 
the  boundaries  of  the  tract  incorporated  two  centuries 
since  under  the  name  that  it  still  continues  to  bear. 

Another  change  in  some  of  the  boundaries  was  ef- 
fected in  1747,  when  a  considerable  portion  of  what 
had  been  the  township  of  Tiverton  was  annexed  upon   . 
the  easterly  side,  thus  acquiring  the  name  still  famil- 
iar to  us  of  E^t  or  New  Freetown. 

Still  another  and  a  very  important  change  was  made 
February,  1803,  when,  a  little  more  than  half  of  old 
and  original  Freetown,  together  with  a  small  part  of 
East  or  New  Freetown,  was  detached  and  set  off  from 
Freetown,  and  incorporated  as  a  new  and  distinct 
town,  and  called  Fall  River,  a  name  that  it  retained 
only  one  year,  when  it  was  changed  to  Troy,  and 
thirty  years  later  changed  back  again  to  Fall  River; 
that  it  ever  after  retained  while  a  town,  and  also 
continues  to  do  as  a  city. 

Thus  it  appears  that  between  April  2,  1659  (the 
date  of  purchase),  and  July,  1683  (when  incorpor- 
ated), the  supposed  limits  of  Freetown  grew  consider- 
ably less,  for  these,  as  set  forth  in  the  Indian  deed,  over- 
lapped and  covered  lands  in  several  adjoining  towns 
at  an  earlier  date  by  the  Indians  sold  to  European 
purchasers,  and  in  the  several  decisions  permanently 
locating  the  bound.  Freetown  purchasers  were  the 
parties  decided  against  until  Freetown,  as  incorpor- 
ated, embraced  but  about  three- fourths  the  territory 
set  forth  in  the  deed  of  purchase. 

From  1747  to  1803,  a  period  of  some  fifty-six  years. 


1  ny  Gen.  K.  W.  Pelroe. 


284 


HISTORY   OF  BRISTOL  COUNTY,  MASSACBUSBTTS. 


Freetown  included  aad  embraced  a  larger  extent  of 
territory  tlinn  it  had  before  or  has  since. 

About  sixteen  yeara  intervened  between  the  dote  of 
the  landing  of  the  Pilgritna  at  Plymouth  and  the  uoin- 
mencement  of  the  (ir«t  or  earliest  European  aeltle- 
ment  within  the  limita  of  what  became  the  i:ounty  of 
Bristol,  and  from  the  dnle  of  ihal  landing  to  the  pur- 
chase of  Freetown  was  nearly  thirty-nine  yeaia,  and 
from  the  landing  to  date  of  incurjio ration  as  a  town 
about  sixty-three  years;  so  that,  although  with  a  force 
irreaistitile  "  westward  the  tide  of  emiiire"  took  "  its 
way,"  the  current,  though  very  stron);,  was  slow  when 
compared  with  the  speed  that  has  characl«rized  the 
progress  of  those  who  have  taken  the  adviuo  to  "go 
West"  in  these  lattnr  days. 

That  traditional  "peck  uf  beans,"  or  something  else, 
had  secured  to  the  white  man  the  legal  poaseasion  of 
Taunton  some  twenty-three  years,  "  ten  fathom  of 
beads"  had  purchased  the  Indian  claim  at  Rehoboth 
eighteen  yeura  before,  and  Dartmouth  had  been  an 
Engliiih  poiiscEision  seven  years,  and  yet  what  became 
Freetown  still  remained  an  Indian  domain,  an  un- 
broken wildernesa,  the  red  man,  despite  long  and  per- 
sistent solicitation,  had  refused  to  part  with,  alienate, 
vacate,  or  release  by  sale,  being  as  it  was  to  him  that 

and  where  through  this  life  he  hoped  to  be  permitted 
undisturbed  to  remain  in  the  peaceable  and  quiet  en- 
joyment of  until  called  to  enter  upon  another  state  of 
existence,  where 


and  yet  that  "  poor  Indian  whose  untutored  mind" 
saw  "God  in  clouds"  and  "heard  him  in  the  wind," 

"Sou|.proDdKltii(M  i»T>rlu(hI  tnalnir 
ITir  H  Ih>  Bnlur  Wdk  or  Ulkf  Wa;,- 


bound  i 


Nature 


more  liberal 

who  claimed 

of  the  gospel. 

The  red  m 


darkness  was  a  thousand  times 
nd  generous  in  bis  theology  than  those 
«  be  acting  under  the  marvelous  light 


ion,  in  his  "father's  house"  of  "  miiny 
liDught  there  was  "bread  enough  and  to 
spare"  even  for  white  men,  who,  in  turn,  generally 
regarded  the  Indian  as  God's  gift  to  Christ  of  Uie 
heathen  fur  an  inheritance  that  He  might  dash  them 
as  a  potter's  vessel,  and  their  lauds  "for  u  posses- 
sion" that  He  might  confer  the  same  upon  His  saints, 
who  the  members  of  the  Pilgrim  Church  solemnly 
resolved  and  perhaps  seriously  believed  tliat  they  in 
fact  were,  and  whose  exclusiveness  caused  them  to 
place  "  without  the  pate  of  hope  and  mercy"  nut  only 
"  dogs  and  sorcerers"  but  all  Indians  who  were  not 
foreordained  before  the  world  was  to  bo  saved,  and, 
in  short,  alnio»t  everybody  else  save  themselves. 

That  true  sun  of  Nature,  the  North  American 
Indian,  tliat  unadulterated  specimen  of  man  as  he 
came  from  the  hand  of  his  Maker,  before  he  had 


"sought  oat  many  inventions"  with  the  eye  of  bU 
faith,  looked  forward  to  and  hoped  for  a  happier  hIhI« 
of  future  existence. — 

■■WlianiUman»ii<tirslMrHU<«ludU1i.ild; 


Bill  Ihmilil,  ixlnmaj  lo  ll»l  ■i)i»l  tin 

The  long  and  remarkably  jieotieful  raign  of  "  good 
old  Massasoit"  won  drawing  lu  a  cloae,  and  the  de- 
crepitude of  old  age  gave  unmistakable  warning  that 
he  would  ere  long  be  "gathered  witli  his  futhcni," 
which  called  his  eldest  sou,  Wanisuttu,  to  the  avat  of 
a  chief  councilor  lo  the  aged  sachem,  and  made  him 
practically  ruler  of  the  wampum  or  tribe  and  nulion. 

Among  the  dwellers  in  Plymnutli  at  that  dat«  was 
one  John  Barnes,  a  grog-drinker  nnd  liquor-seller, 
who  put  the  cup  to  his  neighbor'a  lips  as  well  as  to 
his  own,  making  them  and  liimself  drunken,  aud 
cauiting  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  those  with  whom 
he  had  to  do  and  disturbance  in  that  settlement  until, 
when  probably  "wine  was  in  and  wit  out,"  he  at- 
tempted to  play  some  pranks  with  a  bull  that  resttntiHl 
the  indignity  by  goring  him  to  death. 

To  that  John  Barnes  Wamsutta  be^cami:  inilebteiJ 
for  some  things  taken  up  at  his  shop  in  Plyuioutlt, 
which  debt  was  made  use  of  to  extort  from  that  chief 
sachem-in-proepect  a  written  promise  at  some  time  in 
the  future,  not  then  defined,  to  sell  the  land  tlicn 
called  Assonct,  but  now  Freetown,  to  corluin  of  lh« 
ancient  freemen  of  Plymouth  colony,  of  whom  .lohn 
Barnes  was  one. 

Whenever  that  deed  should  be  exccutcil  the  dubl 
to  John  Barnes  waa  thuu  to  be  canceled,  and,  sb  oa 
additional  inducement,  it  was  further  agfreed  that 
Wamsutta  should  then  receive  twenty  coats,  two 
rugs,  two  iron  pots,  two  kettles  and  one  Ultle  kettle, 
eight  pairs  of  shuef,  six  pairs  of  stockiugs,  one  dotuin 
of  hoes,  one  doxen  of  hatchets,  and  two  yarda  of 
broadcloth. 

Great  was  the  reluctance  fdt  and  «xhihii«d  by 
Wumsutta  to  the  act  of  giving  u  written  pniniise  tliiit 
he  would  some  time  sell  what  hia  father,  desjdle  of 
repeated  and  persistent  importunity  on  the  part  of 
the  whiles,  had  so  det«rminutely  refused  to  part  with, 
and  thus  long  and  sacredly  kept.  But  the  Shylocks 
were  after  him,  fully  intent  upon  securing  their 
"  pound  of  flesh,"  though  it  should  lie  taken  from  the 
young  chiefs  heart. 

Thus  did 'they  requite  the  son  of  their  lifelong, 
constant,  and  never-fulling  protector  anil  friend,  the 
great  and  "good  old  MoBsasoit,"  and  in  practice  ex- 
emplify their  true  principles,  despite  their  very  pious 
pretensions,  thus  utterly  ignore  (he  doctrine,  "  In 
all  things  whatsoever  as  ye  would  that  men  should  do 
to  yon  do  ye  even  so  to  them,"  uud  thus  ilid  they  deny 
that  "  blessed  are  the  merciful,  for  they  shall  obtain 
mercy,"  although  during  the  nearly  forty  yean  tlial 
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the  Pilgrims  had  then  been  in  this  country,  as  to  Paul 
when  nhipwrecked, ''  the  barbarous  people  showed  no 
little  kindness.'' 

Dec.  24,  1607,  was  the  date  at  which  was  extorted 
from  Wamsutta  a  written  promise  at  some  time  to  exe- 
cute a  deed,  and  April  2, 1659,  that  at  which  the  deed 
was  obtained. 

The  names  of  the  several  purchasers  in  that  deed 
enumerated  were  as  follows,  viz. :  Capt.  James  Cud- 
worth,  Josiah  Winslow,  Sr.,  Constant  Southworth, 
John  Barns,  John  Tisdall,  Humphrey  Turner,  Wal- 
ter Hatch,  Samuel  House,  Samuel  Jackson,  John 
Daman,  Mr.  Timothy  Hatherly,  Timothy  Foster, 
Thomas  Southworth,  George  Watson,  Nathaniel 
Morton,  Richnrd  More,  Edmund  Chandler,  Samuel 
Nash,  Henry  Howland,  Mr.  Ralph  Partridge,  Love 
Brewster,  William  Pay  body,  Christopher  Wadsworth, 
Kenelm  Winslow,  Thomas  Bourne,  and  John  Water- 
man, being  twenty-six  in  number,  no  one  of  whom 
became  an  actual  settler  on  this  purchase,  thus  show- 
ing most  conclusively  that  it  was  not  because  they 
were  pressed  for  lack  of  land  or  at  all  straitened  in 
their  several  localities  or  quarters,  but  because  they 
**  coveted  things  that  were  their  neighbors*,"  and  those 
that  neighbors'  needs  required  and  demanded  that  he 
should  have  and  continue  to  possess,  and  his  ardent 
heartfelt  wish  and  earnest  oil-repeated  desire  was  to 
be  permitted  to  retain.  Twenty-six  being  the  num- 
ber of  those  ancient  freemen  of  Plymouth  Colony, 
who,  on  the  2d  day  of  April,  1659,  had  purchased 
that  tract  of  country  which  subsequently  became  the 
township  of  Freetown,  a  division  of  the  purchase  was 
effected  early  the  next  year,  by  which  the  number  of 
lots  was  made  to  correspond  with  the  number  of  the 
purchasers,  and  thenceforth  this  proprietary  for  the 
next  twenty-three  years  was  generally  known  as  "yo 
ffreeman's  lands  at  Taunton  River." 

Each  lot  or  "freeman's  share"  was  bounded  on 
one  end  by  the  river,  and  on  the  other  by  the  head 
line  of  the  original  purchase,  and  it  was  intended 
that  each  of  these  lots  should  have  been  about  one 
hundred  rods  wide,  though  some  lots  fell  considerably 
short  of  that  width  and  some  lots  overrun,  reference 
being  had  to  relative  value  and  an  effort  made  to 
make  up  in  quantity  for  lack  of  quality.  To  prevent 
dissatisfaction  or  any  grounds  for  future  complaint 
the  purchasers,  on  the  4th  of  January,  1660,  set  their 
hands  to  a  written  agreement  that  whereas  "  it  may 
fall  out  that  some  lots  may  prove  better  than  others, 
therefore,  wee  do  all  and  every  one  of  us  agree  and 
determine  and  doe  by  these  presents  firmly  bind 
ourselves  each  to  the  other  our  heirs,  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns  to  rest  contented  with 
what  providence  the  Lord  shall  dispose  by  lott  to 
each  of  us  not  troubling  or  molesting  each  other, 
and  to  this  mutually  agree  before  the  lots  be 
drawn,"  and  in  this  manner  the  purchase  was  di- 
vided, Capt.  James  Cud  worth  receiving  the  twenty- 
fifth  lot  in  number.    Capt.  James  Cudworth  was  born 


in  or  about  the  year  1612.  He  was  a  son  of  Rev. 
Ralph  Cudworth  and  a  brother  of  Rev.  Ralph  Cud- 
worth,  D.D.,  author  of  ''The  Intellectual  l3ystem  of 
the  Universe."  Capt.  James  Cudworth  came  to  Ply- 
mouth in  1684,  and  soon  after  took  up  his  residence 
in  Scituate,  where  he  held  offices  both  civil  and  mili- 
tary, was  Governor's  assistant  several  years,  and  in 
1681  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Plymouth  Colony,  for  a  time  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  combined  forces  of  Massachusetts  and 
Plymouth  Coloniesin  the  early  part  of  "King  Philip's 
war,"  was  too  liberal  and  lenient  to  suit  the  bigots  of 
his  time,  and  for  a  while  kept  out  of  office  because  he 
opposed  the  religious  persecution  then  being  waged 
against  the  Quakers,  was  sent  to  England  to  transact 
business  for  Plymouth  Colony,  and  while  in  London 
he  took  the  smallpox  and  died,  aged  about  seventy 
years.  His  grandson,  James  Cudworth,  settled  upon 
this  Freetown  land,  and  made  his  will  in  March, 
1729,  and  died  soon  after.  Considerable  portions  of 
that  tract  still  continue  in  the  possession  of  lineal 
descendants,  having  never  gone  out  of  the  family 
blood  or  «ir0-name. 

Josiah  Winslow,  Sr.,  drew  the  fifteenth  lot.  He 
was  the  youngest  brother  of  Governor  Edward  Wins- 
low, and  uncle  to  Governor  Josiah  Winslow,  dis- 
tinguished as  a  general  in  King  Philip's  war.  Josiah 
Winslow,  Sr.,  emigrated  to  America  in  1629,  and 
settled  at  Marshfield,  where  he  held  various  offices  of 
public  trust,  was  elected  town  clerk  of  Marshfield  in 
1646,  and  performed  the  duties  of  that  place  until  his 
death,  that  occurred  in  1674.  He  was  born  in  or 
about  the  year  1605.  April  8,  1661,  Josiah  Winslow, 
Sr.,  sold  the  fifteenth  lot  to  William  Makepeace,  of 
Boston,  a  cooper  by  trade,  who  occupied  it  until  his 
death.  William  Makepeace  was  drowned  in  Taunton 
River  some  time  in  August,  1681. 

Constant  Southworth  received  for  his  share  the 
nineteenth  lot.  He  with  his  mother,  then  a  widow, 
came  to  America  in  1628,  of  which  the  account  has 
been  preserved,  and  was  as  follows : 

"  1628.  Paid  for  Constant  Southers'  passage  and 
diet  11  weeks  at  4«.  %d.  =  £3, 11,  4." 

He  settled  in  Duxbury,  and  represented  that  town 
in  the  Colonial  Court  twenty-two  years;  was  Gov- 
ernor's assistant  several  years ;  colonial  treasurer  from 
1659  to  1679;  commissary-general  in  King  Philip's 
war.  He  died  March  10,  1679.  The  nineteenth  lot 
afler  his  decease  became  the  property  of  his  children, 
who  sold  to  parties  that  became  settlers  thereon  in  or 
about  the  year  1682,  or  some  twenty-three  years  after 
its  purchase  of  the  Indians. 

John  Barns  drew  the  twenty-second  lot,  it  being 
that  whereon  the  greater  part  of  Assonct  village  now 
stands,  and  he,  in  August,  1666,  sold  it  to  Hugh  Colo, 
of  Swansea,  who  in  turn  conveyed  the  same,  in  1685, 
to  Benjamin  Chase,  a  cooper  by  trade,  who  settled 
.  thereon  about  twenty-six  years  after  it  had  been  pur- 
1  chased  of  the  natives. 
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Juhn  Tiadall  received  the  twenty-third  lot.  It  ta 
upon  this  lot  that  a  portion  of  Assonet  village  h  lo- 
cated. John  Tiadall  (or  Tiadale,  as  that  name  is  oow 
generally  spelled)  settled  in  Manhfield,  where  in  IG45 
be  was  elecWd  conatable.  Removing  lo  Taunton  he 
nai  made  a  selectman  of  thnt  town  in  1672,  and 
nerved  in  that  olBce  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
June,  1675;  was  a  representative  to  the  Ckilonial 
Court  in  1674.  He  was  stuiu  by  the  Indiana,  who  at 
the  same  time  burned  his  dwelling  and  carried  away 
kis  gun,  that  was  retaken  at  Rehobolh  Aug.  1,  1675. 

Joshua  Tisdule,  son  of  John,  settled  upon  the 
twenty-third  lot,  and  died  thereon  in  or  near  the  year 
1714.  Considerable  portiona  were  retained  in  the 
family  name  for  about  a  century,  and  a  part  is  still 
inherited  by  those  of  the  blood,  but  of  other  sur- 
namea. 

Humphrey  Turner  drew  the  second  lot,  it  being 
tbat  whereon  is  now  the  most  ihickly -settled  portion 
of  the  city  of  Fall  River.  Humphrey  Turner  resided 
In  Scituate,  of  which  town  he  waa  constable  in  1630 
Md  1639,  representative  Ui  the  Colonial  Court  in  1640, 
which  place  be  filled  for  ten  years.  This  lot  descended 
by  kinship  from  Humphrey  Turner  to  his  son  Joseph 
Turner,  who  in  1671  sold  the  aume  to  Israel  Hubhurd, 
who  in  turn  conveyed  it  to  the  great  Indian  hunter, 
Capt.  Benjamin  Church,  who  in  or  nenr  the  year  1700 
settled  in  what  was  Tiverton,  but  now  Fall  lUver,  and 
but  a  abort  distance  from  this  second  lot. 

Walter  Hatch  drew  the  twelfth  lot,  that  la  now 
within  the  northerly  part  of  Fall  River.  Walter 
Hatch  resided  in  Scituate.  He  was  a  son  of  William 
Hatch,  ruling  elder  of  llie  second  church  in  Scituate. 
Walter  was  a  ahip'builder.  This  lot  passed  by  kin- 
ahip  tu  his  son,  Joseph  Hatch,  who  on  the  8th  of 
June,  170S,  sold  the  same  to  Jonathan  Do<lson,  a 
settler.  Walter  Hatch  was  constable  at  Scituate  in 
1654. 

Samuel  House  had  for  his  share  the  fifth  lot,  now 
in  Fall  River.  He  resided  at  SoiLunteand  died  there 
in  or  about  the  year  1661.  His  sons,  Samuel  and  Jo- 
seph House,  March  20,  1678,  sold  this  lot  to  Henry 
Brightman  and  Thomas  Cornell,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I., 
Bnd  tlie  next  year  Cornell  sold  his  part  ta  George 
Lawton,  Jr.,  of  Portsmouth.  Urightman  and  Lawton 
were  probably  the  first  settlers. 

Samuel  Jackson  was  of  Plymouth,  but  changed  his 
residence  to  Scituate  in  1638.  He  probably  sold  his 
right  in  this  purchase  to  William  Randall,  who  drew 
the  seventeenth  lot,  from  whom,  in  167S,  the  land  title 
passed  to  Nicholas  Cotterell,  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  and 
in  1683  and  1690  moat  of  this  lot  became  the  property 
of  Lieut.  Thomas  Terry,  whose  sons  settled  thereon, 
and  a  large  portion  ia  not  only  retained  by  the  family 
blood  but  also  surname. 

John  Daman  drew  the  twenty-si«th  lot.  He  was 
of  Bcituate,  where  he  held  the  office  of  constable  in 
1662,  and  was  representative  to  the  Colonial  Court  in 
167S  and  again  in  1676.    John  Daman  died  in  or 


about  June,  1677,  and  this  lot  passed  to  his  heirs,  who 
in  1713  and  1714  sold  it  to  Timothy  Lindall,  a  mer- 
chant residing  in  Boston,  who  through  his  tenants 
probably  caused  it  to  be  settled  upon.  It  remained 
in  the  Lindall  family  until  the  war  of  American  Rev- 
olution. 

Mr.  Timothy  Hatberly  probably  sold  his  right  in 
"ye  nVeeman's  lands  at  Taunton  River"  before  the 
date  of  division,  and  hence  the  ninth  lot  was  drawn 
by  Capt  James  Oudworth,  who  In  1681  sold  the  same 
to  Simon  Lynde,  of  Boston,  from  whom,  by  heirship, 
it  descended  to  his  eon,  Samuel  Lynde,  of  Ilostou, 
who  gave  it  to  his  grandchildren,  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
beth Valentine.  Mr.  Timothy  Hatberly  reaideil  in 
Scituate,  was  Governor's  aralstant  for  many  yenre, 
colonial  treasurer  from  1640  to  1643. 

Timothy  Foster  drew  the  first  lot,  and  of  bim  very 
little  appears  at  this  date  to  be  known,  nor  is  it  easy 
to  learn  what  dispoaltiou  he  made  of  this  projierty, 
upon  which  Ralph  Eurlu  wiu  an  early  settler. 

Thomas  Soutliworlh  received  the  thirteenth  lot. 
Thomas  Southwortli,  with  his  brother,  Constant 
Soutbworth,  and  their  motlier,  tlien  a  widow,  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1628,  Thoinuii  settling  ut  I'ly- 
mouth,  whore,  March  7,  1048,  he  wan  oomniiasioncd 
as  lieutenant  of  local  militia,  promoted  to  captain  in 
August,  1659,  a  jiosition  be  continued  to  hold  until 
his  death,  Dec.  18,  1669,  representative  from  Ply- 
mouth three  yearn  in  the  Colonial  Court,  Governor's 
assistant  aome  fifteen  years. 

George  Watson  drew  the  seventh  lot.  He  was  con- 
stable at  Plymouth  in  1660,  and  again  in  1762.  Prnh- 
ably  retained  the  seventh  lot  as  long  aa  he  lived,  and 
leaving  it  to  hia  children  and  grandchildren,  as  his 
grandson,  John  Watson,  July  30,  1706,  sold  hia  right 
therein  to  Henry  Origbtman. 

Nathaniel  Morton  drew  the  eighteenth  lot,  which  lie 
sold  to  John  Hathaway,  St.,  of  Taunton,  in  March, 
1671,  and  whose  son,  John  Hathaway,  Jr.,  soon  afler 
settled  thereon.  Nathaniel  Alurton  was  a  son  of 
George  Morton,  who  came  to  Plymouth  in  1623. 
Nathaniel  Mortoti  was  colonial  secretary  from  1647 
tolG86. 

Hichard  Moro  drew  the  eleventh  lot.  Richard 
More  was  an  early  settler  in  Duxbury,  where  bo 
owned  land  at  a  place  called  Ibe  "  Eagle's  Nest." 

Edmund  Obundlur  received  the  fourth  lot,  that  em- 
braced what  is  now  the  "City  Farm"  of  Fall  River. 
Edmund  Chandler  retained  it  through  life,  and  at 
hia  decease  it  passed  to  hia  son,  Joseph  Chandler, 
who,  iu  July,  1673,  sold  the  same  to  Henry  Bright- 
man,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  Edmund  Chandler  waa 
constable  of  Duxbury  in  1637,  and  representative  to 
the  Colonial  Court  in  1639. 

Samuel  Nash  drew  the  twenty-first  lot,  it  being 
that  on  which  the  southerly  portion  of  Assoncl  vil- 
lage stands.  He  was  a  lieutenant ;  led  the  force  that 
Plymouth  Colony  sent  against  the  Indians  in  Auguat, 
164S ;  wot  marshal  of  that  colouy  for  many  years. 
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Henry  Howland,  of  Duxbury,  for  his  share  re- 
ceived the  sixth  lot,  and  his  sons,  John  and  Samuel, 
appear  to  have  become  actual  settlers.  John  died 
in  or  before  1687,  Ramuel  died  in  or  near  1716. 
Henry  Howland  died  in  1670. 

Mr.  Ralph  Partridge,  of  Duxbury,  afler  the  date 
Wamsutta  gave  his  written  promise  to  sell  these 
lands,  but  before  that  deed  was  executed,  died,  and 
at  the  division,  in  1660,  his  heirs  received  the  eighth 
lot  that  his  grandsons,  Ralph  and  Peter  Thatcher,  on 
the  29th  day  of  October,  1694,  conveyed  to  John 
Reed,  a  "cordwa]ner,"who  became  an  actual  settler. 
Mr.  Ralph  Partridge  emigrated  to  America  in  1636, 
and  afler  a  boisterous  passage  was  landed  at  Boston 
on  the  17th  day  of  November.  He  soon  afler  became 
pastor  of  the  church  in  Duxbury,  and  continued  in 
that  position  until  his  death.  Before  coming  to  this 
country  ho  had  been  a  clergyman  of  the  Church  of 
England.  Secretary  Morton,  in  1658,  gravely  re- 
corded, "  This  year  there  was  a  great  earthquake  in 
New  England.  Also,  Mr.  Ralph  Partridge  died  in 
good  old  age,  having  for  the  space  of  forty  years 
dispensed  the  word  of  God  with  very  little  impedi- 
ment. His  pious  and  blameless  life  became  very  ad- 
vantageous to  his  doctrine.  He  was  much  honored 
and  loved  by  all  that'  conversed  with  him.  He  was 
of  sound  and  solid  judgment  in  the  main  truths  of 
Jesus  Christ."    And  to  all  this  an  admirer  added : 

"  Run  in  his  rare. 
And  his  work  done ; 
Left  parthly  plnce ; 
Partridge  In  gone. 
He*s  with  tiie  FaUier  and  the  Son/* 

LfOve  Brewster  drew  the  tenth  lot.  He  was  born 
in  England.  He  came  to  America  in  1636,  landed  at 
Plymouth  and  settled  in  Duxbury,  where  he  died, 
and  this  lot  passed  to  his  son,  Wrestling  Brewster, 
who  sold  the  southerly  half  to  a  carpenter  named 
John  Bogers,  who  in  turn  sold  it,  Oct.  3,  1702,  to 
Edward  Thurston,  Sr.,  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  whose  son, 
Thomas  Thurston,  settled  thereon,  and  here  remained 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  about  eleven  o'clock 
at  night,  March  22,  1730. 

William  Paybody  received  the  fourteenth  lot,  that 
now  has  one-half  in  Freetown  and  the  other  half  in 
Fall  River.  He  exchanged  this  lot  for  lands  else- 
where, and  it  soon  afler  came  to  be  owned  by  the  In- 
dian hunter,  Capt.  Benjamin  Church. 

William  Paybody  was  town  clerk  of  Duxbury  from 
1666  to  1684,  and  representative  to  the  Colonial  Court 
twenty-three  years.  He  was  born  Nov.  24, 1619.  He 
died  in  1707. 

Christopher  Wadsworth  drew  the  third  lot.  This 
name  upon  ancient  records  was  spelled  Xxofer  Wads- 
worth. 

Christopher  Wadsworth  was  an  early  settler  in 
Duxbury,  where  he  was  elected  constable  in  1683,  and 
served  in  that  office  four  years ;  selectman  in  1666, 
and  served  six  years ;  representative  to  the  Colonial 


Court  in  1640,  and  served  four  years.    He  died,  in  or 
near  the  year  1677. 

Kanelm  Winslow  received  the  twenty-fourth  lot 
He  was  a  brother  of  Governor  Edward  Winslow,  and 
emigrated  to  America  in  or  about  the  year  1629.  He 
settled  at  Yarmouth,  but  died  while  absent  from  home 
on  a  visit  to  Salem.  He  maa  buried  Sept.  13, 1672. 
This  lot  was  settled  upon  by  Nathaniel,  a  son,  and 
Josiah,  a  grandson  of  the  original  proprietor.  Na- 
thaniel did  not  long  remain  here,  but  Josiah  continued 
to  reside  here  until  his  death,  April  3, 1761. 

Thomas  Bourne  had  the  twentieth  lot  He  resided 
in  Marshfield,  and  was  a  representative  from  that  town 
to  the  Colonial  Court  in  1640-41  and  1644.  He  died 
May  11, 1664,  aged  eighty-five  years,  and  must  have 
been  born  in  or  about  1579.  The  ownership  of  the 
twentieth  lot  passed  to  John,  a  son  of  Thomas  Bourne, 
and  John  Bourne,  March  4, 1678,  gave  it  to  his  daugh- 
ters, Anna,  the  wife  of  John  Bailey,  and  Martha,  the 
wife  of  Valentine  Decro.  John  Bailey  was  elected 
selectman  of  Freetown,  June,  1686,  and  died  June 
22,  1686. 

John  Waterman  drew  the  sixteenth  lot  John 
Waterman  was  a  son  of  Robert  Waterman  and  wife 
Elizabeth,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Bourne.  This  lot 
ere  long  became  the  property  of  Lieut.  Job  Winslow, 
a  son  of  Kanelm  Winslow.  Lieut  Job  Winslow 
settled  on  the  sixteenth  lot,  and  remained  until  his 
death,  July  14, 1720. 

Pioneer  Settlers.-— 1st  Lot  Ralph  Earl  was  upon 
this  lot  at  an  early  date.  He  was  probably  a  son  of 
William  Earle,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.  A  sister  of 
Ralph  Earle  became  the  wife  of  John  Borden.  Ralph 
Earle  was  a  surveyor  of  highways  in  1690-92  and 
1696,  constable  in  1699,  grand  juryman  in  1700 
and  1715,  assessor  in  1710  and  1711,  selectman  in 
1715,  commissioned  ensign  of  local  militia  in  or  be- 
fore 1715,  owned  the  northerly  half  of  first  lot  as  early 
as  1710,  built  a  pound  for  the  town  in  1704,  pound- 
keeper  about  fourteen  years.  The  ear-mark  for  his 
creatures  as  recorded  was  "  a  halfpenie  on  the  hinder, 
part  of  the  right  yeare,  and  a  Crop  of  the  Left." 

4th  Lot.  Matthew  Boomer  was  probably  the  earli- 
est European  settler  upon  the  fourth  lot,  as  he  was 
referred  to  by  colonial  records  in  1675  as  "  residing  in 
the  government  without  order,  and  not  attending  the 
public  worship  of  God,  living  lonely  and  in  a  heath- 
enish way  from  good  society.''  In  March,  1686,  Mat- 
thew Boomer  was  arraigned  for  an  assault  upon  John 
Brandon. 

5th  Lot  George  Lawton,  Jr.,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I., 
who  purchased  one-half  of  this  lot  March  24, 1679, 
probably  settled  thereon  before  1687. 

6th  Lot.  John  Howland  was  an  early,  or  perhaps 
the  earliest,  settler.  He  died  before  Feb.  13,  1687 ; 
was  succeeded  by  his  brother,  Samuel  Howland. 

7th  Lot.  Settled  by  grandson  of  G^rge  Watson, 
the  original  proprietor. 

8th  Lot    John  Reed,  cordwainer,  who  purchased 
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tliifl  lot  Oct.  29, 1694,  settled  bore,  and  remained  uatil 
tiis  death,  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  Jan.  3, 
1721.  He  had  reaided  aomewiiere  in  what  became 
Freetown  even  berore  the  date  of  incorporation  (July, 
1683),  OH  wliea  it  was  niadu  a  cotutablewick,  Sept.  2S, 
1680,  John  Reed  waa  ordered  to  appear 
grand  juryman. 

10th  Lot.    Settled  upon  by  Tbi 
was  grand  jurymau  in  1706, 
1718,  selectman  In  1708-9,  constable  it 
of  highways  in  1712  and  1713.     If  ja  t 
March  20,  1730.     He  died  about  el< 
nijEht.  March  22.1730, 

11th  Lot.  Thomas  Qage  was  part  owner  and  prob- 
ably an  early  settler  upon  the  eleventh  lot,  which  doubt- 
less accounts  Tor  the  fact  that  the  high  blulTs  near  tlie 
river  a  little  north  of  Steel  Brook  received  the  name 
of  "  Gage'a  Banks."  Thomas  Qage  was  a  clothier,  or 
cloth  dresser.  He  wiis  u  representative  to  the  General 
Court  in  1722, 1727.  and  1780  ;  assessor  in  1720. 

12th  Lot.  Settled  U|>o[i  by  Jonathan  Dodson  in  or 
near  tlie  year  1705.  He  was  town  cleric  of  Freetown 
in  1719.  moderator  of  annual  town-meetinga  in  1712, 
1714-15,  and  1718.  selectman  in  1711-12,  1714-15, 
1717-20.  assessor  three  years,  constable  one  year.  In 
1723  he  was  elected  representative  to  the  General 
Court,  but  declined  to  aerve.  At  a  town-meeting  held 
June  2,  1713,  it  was  "  Voted  Jonathnn  Dodson  to  be 
minister  of  the  guspel  for  this  town  until  there  is  a 
supply  from  England."  The  will  of  Jonathan  Dod- 
son bore  date  of  June  8th,  1741. 

15th  Lot.  Settled  upon  in  or  near  166-,  by  William 
Makepeace,  uf  Boston,  a  cooper  by  trade,  who,  save 
during  King  Philip's  war,  remained  thereon  until 
August,  168-,  when  he  was  drowned  in  Taunton 
River.  It  was  probably  partly  in  the  fifteenth  and 
partlyin  the  sixteenth  lot  that  the  reservation  was  made 
to  the  Indian  Tabadacason  for  the  Indians  thalkept  the 
ferry,  and  the  "  wild  roving  Indian  girle,  bright  Al- 
farettos,"  tbedaughterttofthored  heathen,  soon  proved 
a  snare  lo  their  white  Christian  neighbors,  ns  will  ap- 
pear from  the  Plymouth  Colony  record,  under  dat«  of 
Oct.  29,  1672.  "William  Makepeace,  Sr.,  living  at 
Taunton  River,  for  lacivious  attempts  towards  an 
Indian  woman,  was  sentenced  by  the  court  to  bo 
whippedatthepost,  which  was  accordingly  performed. 
And  the  said  Makepiece  for  selling  strouge  liquors  to 
the  Indians  was  fined  five  pounds." 

16th  Lot.  Settled  ou,  soon  after  King  Philip's  war, 
by  Lieut.  Job  Winslow,  from  Swansea,  who  occupied 
until  his  death,  July  14,  1720.  Lieut.  Job  Winslow 
was  a  lending  man  in  Swansea  before  coming  to  re- 
side in  Freetown,  Of  Freetown  he  was  a  selectman 
ten  years,  assessor  six  years,  and  for  a  short  time  town 
clerk,  representative  to  the  General  Court  in  168U  and 
1692,  moderator  of  annual  town-meeting  one  year, 
and  on  the  (own  council  of  war  in  1691  and  110)2. 

17th  IaiL  Seitle<l  on  by  a  tenant  who  probably 
leased  off  Cotterell,  the  llien  owner. 


18th  Lot  Settled  on  in  or  near  the  y«ar  11)71  by 
John  Hatheway,  Jr.,  fVom  Taunton  (that  part  now 
Berkley),  who  remained  until  his  death,  thai  occurred 
in  or  about  tlie  year  1730,  John  Hatheway  waa  mado 
constable,  Sept.  28,  1860,  of  what  afterward  (vii., 
July,  1G88)  became  Freetown.  He  waa  Freetown's 
earliest  In vern -keeper,  being  licensed  lo  keep  the 
same  June  5,  1684.  He  was  s  selectman  of  Freetown 
twelve  years. 

19th  Lot.  Settled  upon  by  John  Bailey,  from  Wey- 
mouth, about  1682.  He  waa  elected  ns  a  sck-ctman  of 
Freetown  in  June,  1685,  and  ho  dieU  Juno  Ti.  16S6. 

22d  hnt.  Settled  upon  by  Benjamin  Chase,  a 
cooper  by  trade,  who  purchased  by  deed  bearing  date 
of  1G86.  Benjamin  Chase  was  u  selectman  of  Free- 
town two  years.     He  died  in  or  about  the  year  1731. 

23d  Lot.  Settled  ujion  by  Joshua  Tisdale,  who 
was  town  clerk  of  Freetown  four  years,  selectnmn 
six  years,  assessor  three  years.  He  caused  tu  be  built 
the  lowest  dam  no  Assonet  River,  un  which  he  oper- 
ated a  grist-mill.  The  high  ledge  of  rocka  near  As- 
sonet Depot  wuH  on  his  land,  and  Jiunce  called 
"Joshua's  Mountain,"  and  that  part  of  Assonet 
River  bounding  hia  lot  on  the  west  end  is  still  called 
"  Joslina's  Channel." 

a4th  Lot.  Settled  on  by  Capt.  Joaiah  Winalow. 
He  in  or  near  the  year  ]ti95  built  the  dam  now  occu- 
pied by  Thomas  O.  Winslow,  and  located  thereon  a 
saw-mill.  Joslah  Winslow  came  from  Yarmouth, 
where  he  was  born  Nov.  7,  1IJ69.  Josiah  Winslow 
was  promoted  to  lieutenant  of  the  local  mililin  of 
Freetown  in  or  near  1702,  commissioned  captain  Feb- 
ruary. 1715.  He  was  a  aeleclnian  of  Freetown  five 
yeara,  assessor  seven  years,  moderator  of  annual  towo- 
meeting  three  years,  and  several  ycum  town  treasurer. 
He  died  April  3,  1761. 

25th  Lot.  Settled  on  by  JamesCudwor(h,a  grand- 
son of  Cupt.  James  Cudworth,  the  purchaser.  James 
Cudwortb,  the  sutllcr,  remained  hero  until  bis  death, 
which  occurred  in  1729.     He  was  born  April  3,  lOUfi. 

Partioipation  in  Early  Wari.— Freetown  was 
purchased  of  the  Indiana  in  1659,  and  European  aut- 
tlent  began  to  locate  thoruoii  lu  1660  or  1661 ;  yul  so 
slowly  did  tliese  arrive  that  lliu  numlier  of  such  wore 
only  suflicient  to  eonstitulu  a  (.-unatabbwick  twenty 
yeara  later,  and  it  was  not  until  July,  1663,  or  more 
than  twenty-four  years  alter  the  date  of  purchase, 
that  the  population  entitled  this  locality  to  incor- 
poration as  a  town.  Little  con,  therefore,  be  learned 
of  the  action  taken  by  the  people  in  that  greatest 
and  most  bloo*)y  of  New  I'^ngland's  conllicia.  King 
Philip's  wiir,  waged  in  1675  and  1076;  but  tradition 
says  that  the  people  en  iiuute  loll  all  to  the  foe,  aud 
fled  for  refuge  to  a  garrisoned  house  in  Taunton, 
leaving  one  of  their  number  named  l^wton  {who  re- 
Bide«l  in  what  is  now  Fall  River)  dead  at  his  borne, 
where  he  was  found  by  the  Indians  unti  slain  the  day 
they  commenced  to  kill  the  Kuglish  inhabitants  at 
Swansea. 
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It  was  not  until  King  William's  war,  so  called, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Freetown  appear  to  have  been 
required  to  furnish  both  men  and  money,  arms,  and 
equipments,  and  were  regularly  constituted  a  part  of 
the  military  force  of  Plymouth  Colony,  one  of  the 
preliminary  steps  towards  which  was  to  organize  the 
entire  militia  of  the  town  as  one  company,  of  which, 
on  the  4th  day  of  June,  1686,  Thomas  Terry  was  com- 
missioned as  lieutenant-commandant. 

The  Colonial  Court,  in  session  at  Plymouth  Aug. 
14,  1689,  enacted  as  follows :  "  If  any  souldiers  of 
ours  shall  be  maimed  in  s'  war,  and  thereby  disabled 
to  maintaine  themselves,  he  or  they  to  be  provided 
for,  relieved,  and  maintained  in  such  capacity  as  he 
or  they  lived  in  before  concerned  in  s'  war,  and  also 
to  have  victuals  &  amuuition  allowed  while  upon  the 
expedition." 

In  a  force  sent  out  under  Maj.  Benjamin  Church, 
the  renowned  Indian  hunter,  Freetown  furnished  a 
soldier  named  John  King,  the  expenses  of  whose 
outfit  were  charged  as  follows : 

OhargM  to  the  lonldflra  under  llalor  Chnrch  angut  27, 

£    i.    tL 

To  1  gan  from  John  hiithway  to  John  King I  7  00 

To  S  yard*  doth  for  snapMa^s  from  Benjamin  Chase  Valned 

att ., ., 6  00 

To  OMh  to  Cp*  Southerd  for  a  hatchet I  06 

To  bllllting  John  King  8  days. ^  4  00 

To  1  pair  of  shoes  from  Ralfe  aerll  to  John  King 6  00 

Concerning  the  expedition  under  Maj.  John  Walley, 
of  Bristol,  Freetown's  participation  was  in  accordance 
with  the  following  order: 

**Ti>tki  LifUtumt  or  town*  Ownti/I  of  fireHoun 

**  Ton  are  required  In  their  majesties  name  to  take  care  that  the  two 

men  you  were  to  provide  by  order  of  the  Lest  general  Conrt  be  In  readi- 

nets  by  the  sixth  of  July  well  armed  and  fixed  and  erery  way  provided 

to  march  according  to  order. 

"Hereof  fall  not. 

**  Dated  at  Bristol  the  16  of  Jane  1600. 

"  John  Wallbt, 

"Jfq/or." 

Lieut.  Samuel  Gardiner,  recruiting  officer  for  Free- 
town, made  the  following  returns : 

**  Jane  the  24.  Knterrd  for  Tolanteers  William  Daris,  thomas  trmlntor, 
and  Joeepli  Cbetihagweatt,  Indian,  for  the  town  of  ft«etoon,  Xgalnst 
Uie  Gommon  Knemy  for  the  present  ExpidiUon  for  Ganady,  and  tarbo 
Gary  iMing  present  for  said  Expiditlon. 

**  Taken  by  me, 

**  Samusl  Gakoikbe.** 

**  July  the  fourteenth  tarbo  Gary  and  thomas  traintor  maroht  for 
pllmoth  but  Willi  Davis  and  the  Indian  went  not 

'*  Samvkl  Gardmbb.** 

1600. 

ffreetoun  Dr. 

£  •.d, 
Jaly   3.  To  Gssh  DellTered  to  Thomns  Traintor  by  order  of  the 

ntnjoilty  of  the  Tonn  CounsiU 8  09 

To  24  OInts 0  8 

To  3  pd  of  Led 1  6 

July  16.  To  I  pair  pumps  to  Tarlx)  Gary 3  6 

To  1  pair  of  plain  finish  shoes  to  Thomas  Traintor 6  0 

To  I  |mlr  of  stockings  to  Tarbo  Gary 3  3 

To  2  ynnis  of  Hacking  to  Tarbo  Gare.r 3  • 

To  GnsIi  delM  to  John  Hathway  for  3  p'  powder 6  0 

To  Ctish  p<  Mr.  Kdy  for  mending  the  Gountry's  gunn..  2  0 

To  Gash  to  Thomas  Traintor. 3  0 

July  16.  To  Gash  pd  John  IlaUiway  towards  his  musket 6  0 

To' Gash  pd  TltomM  Terry  towards  S  hatchets 2  0 

To  brown  threil  to  Tarlio  Gary 0  6 

Til  1  shirt  fh>m  will  makepeace  to  Tarbo  Gnrey 6  0 

To  1  musket  from  Thomas  makepeace  delivered  to 

Thomas  Traintor 16  0 

19 


To  1  powder  horn  from  Hathway  delivered  to  Tartw 

Gary „ 0 

To  1  snapsack  from  Dnrfee  to  Tarbo  0ary.....M.......M..  t 

To  1  gun  ttom  Tho.  King  dH  to  ditto  Gary 1    7 

To  1  weicoat  from  Hathway  to  ditto  Omrj„ 7 

July  22.  To  1  hatchet  deH  to  Tarbo  Oknr „„„,„ 1 

To  1  hatchet  deH  to  Tliomas  Trmlntor 1 

Ang.l6.  To  2  quarts  of  mm  to  TraiDtor*B  wife 1 


6 
0 
0 
8 
8 
8 
8 


6    0 


•«eeee***e*e 
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Two  years  later  Tallby  Jennens  and  Benjamin  Hop- 
pin  appear  to  have  been  serving  as  soldiers  on  the 
part  of  Freetown,  where  the  following  charges  appear. 

The  Gounti7  dd.  to  the  Inhabitants  of  flroetowae,  Jaly  tbe  13, 1688. 

£    s.  tf. 

To  1  gun  dd.  to  Tallby  Jennens  fh>m  Samuel  Oardtnar  ap- 
praised at .M...     1 

To  Samuel  Gardiner's  suppertng  12  men  and  brackftisting  13 

men  at  4  apiece ». 

To  cash  bv  said  Gardiner  for  fltUng  men  out. 
By  ditto  from  John  Bead. 
To  ditto  from  Job  WInslow. 

To  ditto  from  Snmuel  Uowland 

To  ditto  from  mathew  Bomar „ ». 

To  ditto  ftiom  Balfe  Aerll 

To  ditto  from  nickolus  Bvans 

To  John  Hathway  a  snapsack  dd.  to  TsJIby  Jennens. 

To  Thomas  king  for  billltlng  bei\famln  Hoping  8  days  from  the 

time  he  was  prest  to  the  lime  he  mareht m«m.  ..... 

To  1  powder  horn  fh>m  Sam  Howland  to  Tallby  Jenneni. 

To  John  Read  for  billeting  18  Kngltshmen  at  6d.  a  meal. 

To  32  Indians  at  4d.  apiece 

To  22  ditto „ 

To  a  Lofe  of  bred  and  a  cheeee....... ..............^.m... 

To  4  days  1  horse  to  nantncket 

To  Geeping  six  horses  1  nite  and  1  man  supper,  Lodging  and 

brekfnst t 

To  bllllting  at  tlie  return  of  tlie  souldiers  three  Roglishmen, 

super,  Lodging,  and  brekfast 

To  42  Indians 

To  Thomas  King  for  transporting  an  Indian  sonldler.... 
To  a  bullet-ponch  from  Ralf]paine  to  hopping. 


8 

4 
8 
8 
8 
1 
1 
1 
8 


9 

10 
7 
8 

4 


4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
8* 

4 
8 
0 
8 

4 
0 
0 
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8  10 

8    8 

14    0 

8    0 
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The  French  and  Indian  War.— The  acoonnta  of 
Lieut.  James  Winslow,  as  treasurer  of  Freetown  in 
1756,  show  that  be  received  of  David  Cudworth,  Jr., 
who  had  been  drafled  for  service  in  the  army,  seventy- 
five  pounds,  old  tenor,  to  buy  himself  off,  and  with 
which  to  hire  a  substitute  possessing  less  pounds  but 
more  pluck. 

Maj.  Abiel  Terry  as  recruiting  officer  made  returns 
as  follows : 

May  3d  day,  1766,  their  Kntered  into  his  Mis|estles*  Senrloe  oat  of  the 
flrrt  foot  company  In  ft-eetonn,  Vis.,  benjamin  porter,  Idward  pain* 
Leonard  Oarllle,  Jotlah  Braman. 

At  the  aboTe  date  was  paid  by  the  town  Treasurer  of  Fkvetown  to 

£   s. 

Benjamin  Porter,  old  tenor „„„ 11  16 

Eilward  Pain,  ••      ••    „,.„,„.         11    4 

Josiah  Brannan „ 60    0 


00 
08 
00 


Beside  these  the  official  records  in  the  State-house 
at  Boston  show  that  Elijah  Hatch,  Benjamin  Butter- 
worth,  Joseph  Bounsevill,  and  John  White,  all  of 
Freetown,  performed  service  in  the  army  in  the  cam- 
paign of  1756,  and  the  records  of  Freetown  Treasury 
that  to  be  relieved  from  going  to  the  war,  Charles 
Cudworth  paid  two  pounds  eight  shillings,  and  John 
Terry,  to  get  one  of  his  sons  relieved,  paid  eight 
pounds,  and  James  Edmenster  bought  off  his  son 
Noah,  who  was  impressed,  by  the  payment  of  two 
pounds  eight  shillings;  and  the  official  rolls  at  Boston 
inform  that  Solomon  Paine,  of  Freetown,  enlisted 
into  the  army  and  deserted. 

War  of  American  Revolntion.— *'  Minute-men" 
who  respoiided  to  the  first  call,  April  19, 1775,  usually 
known  as  the  "  Lexington  Alarm" : 
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Obmwtimlom§d  Q0hmn.—h9fl  BoaDMTtll,  ORpUln;  8unn«l  TUwr  aad 
Nftthantol  MortOD,  lUattoMits.  Hoi^Otmmkdemad  Cpeiri.— John 
White  aod  OomMmt  OnipO|Mrgtuitt;  Joahoa  Lavnac*  and  Bath 
HtUnaa,  oorpotala.  iVivato  £bkMcrt.— Plilllp  TUwr,  Uriah  Ftlrot, 
BaojamiD  Lawranot^  AUal  (Ma,  Contidar  Wbita,  Jmm  Kean,  Jacob 
BaiMOD,  Joho  Clark,  Joha  BralajTi  Pwatval  Aahlajr,  lehabod  John- 
■on,  Mioah  Aahlay,  Bath  Morton,  Jaff.  Baoliaan,  bmal  Haskall, 
Lonlt  Da  M oranvtlla,  Abram  Aahlay,  Charl«a  Da  MoranTllla,  Aaron 
Stakal,  Abnar  Hodiina,  Ba^)amln  Bonnala,  Thomas  BonnMTill, 
Pator  Orapo,  and  JoMph  Hackat 

Freetown  men  in  Capt.  Levi  Bounsevill's  company 
raised  for  service  in  Ninth  Regiment  of  patriot 
army: 

LtTi  BouoMTill,  eaptaln;  Samnal  Tibar,  liantanant;  J<^n  Wblta,  tar- 
gaaut ;  Mtoah  Aahlay,  corporal ;  Zadoc  Palrcr,  flfar ;  Noah  Aahlaj, 
Jepbah  Aabl^,  Thomas  Amot,  John  Bralay,  Jacob  BMMon,  Timothy 
Bordan,  Joalah  Bowen,  Jama  Brigga,  John  Clark,  Akiarman  Crank, 
Gaorga  DaTlt,  Jothna  Davis,  Samuel  Xrans,  William  iTans,  Abnar 
Ilolmss,  KUpbalat  Ilosklns,  BaujNmIn  Ingrabam,  Tlmotby  Ingra* 
ham,  Joshua  Lawrence,  Jabes  Lnmbart,  Banban  Msson,  Uriah 
Peiroe,  Wlllhun  Parker,  Jamea  Paige,  Daniel  Paige,  Gideon  Bamos, 
Aaron  Saekel,  Thomaa  Street,  Jeff.  Sachems,  Philip  Taber,  Obarlea 
Tobey,  Benjamin  Wssoott,  Samuel  West,  and  Simeon  Wbile,  privato 
soldiers. 

First  company  of  the  local  military  of  Freetown 
that  responded  to  an  alarm  in  December,  1776,  and 
performed  a  brief  tour  of  duty  in  Rhode  Island,  with 
term  of  time  that  each  served  : 


Days 
Served. 

Benjamin  Beed,oaptaln SM 

Philip  Hathaway,  Jr.,  lleaten- 

ant. 24 

DaTid  Peiroe, second  llenienant  14 

Jam«4  Oudwurtb,  sergeant 24 

Beasar  UaihawaT,     **      7 

Josbua  Uathaway,      **      24 

Xdward  Cudwortb,  oorporal....  16 
James  Cndwortb,         **       ~...  24 

Josepb  Alien,  private 9 

David  Briggs,     **     9 

James  Briggs,     **     ...^ 6 

Abner  Briggs,     **     21 

Paul  Oudworth,  **     ». 21 


Days 
Served. 

Kbeneter  Chase,  private.. 11 

Darius  Chase,         ** 6 

David  Dcmgias,       **     9 

William  VIslier,      "*      24 

Joeeph  Ilatliaway  (2d),  private...    9 
Joeeph  HatbawNy  (3d),     **     ...  24 

John  Paiue,  private 24 

~  ■  6 

24 

0 

21 

24 

7 


John  Paine  (2d), 
Soluniun  Painr, 
Job  Peine  (2d), 
Charles  Strange, 
James  Strange, 
Ephniim  Tis£tle, 
Wm.  Winsiow, 


M 


1< 


Third  company  of  local  militia  at  Rhode  Island  in 
December,  1776 : 


•eaa*aaaa« 


eaaaeaa*ee 


Days 
Served. 

Mathanial  Morton,  lieutenant 

Klijali  llabbett,  sergeant 20 

-  16 

7 

24 

lU 

0 

6 

6 

12 

4 

18 

20 

6 

6 

8 

8 


Ouusidrr  Ora|io, 
Hecrkieh  MNSon, 

MaUiaiiiel  Murtun,  **        

Jo^ua  Orapo,  corporal 

Joslab  Haski-U,      **      

Bai^emin  Wrstoolt,  corporal... 

Parcival  Asliley,  private.. 

DamMbas  Ashley, 

Joeeph  AsliIey, 

Abrsm  Asiiley, 

David  Babbett, 

Timolliy  Borden, 

Moali  Borden, 

John  Braley, 

Nathaniel  Bralay, 


■ee*«e««»« 
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Days 

Served. 

private 20 

, 12 

7 

20 

7 

7 

8 

7 

6 

21 

6 


ti 


«« 


M 
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Peter  Crapo, 

Tliumaa  Cliase, 

David  Durfec, 

Bobert  KasUbrook, 

Jabes  Sastabruok, 

Tlionias  Hoekina, 

Nathaniel  Iloekiiis, 

Jolin  Ilaiiiiltou, 

IchaUid  J«iliu«ou, 

KlUah  Juckett, 

Juelina  Lawrence, 

Nathaiiid  Morion  Uth),  private.  14 

Beuben  Mason,  private 20 

Nethauiel  Morion,  Sr.,  private..    6 

Joe**ph  Pool,  private 12 

Qeurge  Taber,    **     ., 3 

Joeepli  Voter,      •*     4 

From  the  Third  Company  were  drafted  for  service 
in  the  patriot  army  nine  months,  and  ordered  to  re- 
port at  Fishkill:  Francis  Crapo,  aged  thirty-eight 
years;  Robert  Pittbley,  nineteen;  and  Luther  Parker, 
seventeen  ;  and  for  service  in  the  Continental  army  in 
1780  marched  on  the  29th  of  August,  Elkanah  Rider 
and  John  De  Moranville. 

On  the  occasion  of  an  alarm  in  1777,  Samuel  Dur- 
fee,  David  Durfee,  Abner  Racket,  and  Richard  Mason 
«f  rved  each  one  month  and  twenty-four  days  in  Rhode 


First  Company  in 
Rhode  Island  in  Jul] 


s 

Beidamln  Bead,  e^taln~.MM 
Philip  Uathawajr,  Jr.,  llant 

sni 

Benjamin  Kvans,  second  II 

tenant 

Guilford  Kvans,  sergeant.^.. 
Samuel  Hatliawaj,  **      ..w 

Silas  IlatliawajT,       **      

David  Douglas,  corporal...^. 
John  Paine,  **      ...... 

Jeniee  Winsiow,  niusician..« 
Oeorge  Wlusluw,       **       .... 

Bphreim  Briggs,  private..... 

John  Briggs,  **      .«.. 

Daniel  Bvanan,        **      ...» 
Abner  Briggs.  **     ..... 

Isaac  Burbank,         **      ^„ 
Greenfleld  Chass^      ** 
J«SM  Cudworib,        **      «... 
Gilbert  Oliaee,  •■      ^.^ 

George  Cliaee,  Jr.,     *      ».« 
Bicliard  aark,  *■      ..... 

Vail  fax  Chase,  **      m«.. 

Thoniaa  Kvans,         "      ^,, 
Jolitt  Kvans,  Jr.,       ** 
Qullfbnl  GrinnelL     •• 
BeiOamin  Orfnnell,  **     ««>. 
Jonathan  Hathaway,  Jr.,  | 

vate • 


Members  of  FInt 
Freetown  that  aenra 
1780,  and  dates  th^ 
6th;  Belona  OhtM 
Benjamin  QrinMll  i 
and  Barley  Beed,  6| 

Third  Company  i 
Rhode  Island  in  fy 

1 

Joeeph  Hortott,  caplriall 
Percival  Ashlsgr,  USE^ 


Peter  Crapo,  nnmi  IM 
Jabes  Ksatabc<ook,iH||r 
Joehna  llilliaaaa 
Dudley  Batbaw^,    w 
John  LawrsBea,        jV 
Joiin  Beneott, 
Aeailark 
Bei^auln 


Klijeh  Parker,     ^ 
William  Ashley.jrfC 

!« 


Abraham  MkU$f^ 

J«iec|ili  Ashlety, 

Michsel  Ashleir, 

John  Bamm% 

John  Baidaa, 

Jacob  Bentos. 

Jonathan 

Katltanlel 

NNthatilel 

Tiiomaa 

Simon  aark, 

C.  Orapo, 

Jiiehaa 

Kdward 

Joeeph  Da* 

War  o' 

CompanJl 
put  on  ^^ 
mainln^' 

Lynda  Ui 

Kvai 
Pey 
PripaU 
thor 
Bn. 
Gil 
Da 
K> 
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IlAtlmwRy,  Lot  Htttbaway,  Michael  Hathawiiy,  Joseph  Hathaway 
(2d),  Rnnia  Ifathawaj,  Jaaon  Hathaway,  Henry  P.  Hathaway, 
Noah  Hathaway,  Bradford  Hathaway,  John  Haaklna,  Malaehl  How- 
land,8oth  Howland,  Rnoeh  Hathaway, Sllaa  Hatliaway,  Philip  Hath- 
away,  Blalbone  Hathaway,  Joseph  Marble,  Ebeiiexer  Miller,  Maaon 
Martin,  Charlca  Marble.  \Villiam  Nicholi,  John  Kichold,  Henry 
Payne,  Ilaall*  Phillipf,  Pierce  Phillipf,  Solomon  Payne,  Abram 
Payne,  George  Pickeni,  Adlno  Paddock,  Henry  Porter,  John  Y.  Pratt, 
John  R^ad,  Dean  H.  Bead,  Joaeph  Read,  Thomas  Bandall,  Beqjamin 
Raymond,  Abraham  Richmond,  Isaac  Blchmond,  Samuel  Bichmond, 
Gilbert  Staples,  John  Strange,  Joehna  Seekel,  Joseph  Terry,  Thomas 
Terry,  Silas  Terry,  John  Wilkinson,  James  Webster,  Darius  Wilbur, 
Barnaby  Winslow,  Kphralm  Winslow,  Jr.,Gilbsrt  Wlnslow,  Kenelm 
Winnlow,  William  Winslow. 

Names  of  men  draded  from  the  first  company  for 
duty  in  the  Coast  Guard,  when  service  commenced, 
and  how  long  continued : 

Days 
Served 

Henry  Kreilorlck.  Jnly  7, 1814 7 

>l«>rrell  Hathaway,  July  7, 1814 7 

I»nu«I  Smith,  July  7, 1814 7 

Gardner  Chace,  Jnly  8. 1814 6 

Benjamin  Donglas,  July  8, 1814 6 

Hampton  IMerce,  July  8, 1814 6 

Thomas  8.  Booth,  July  2fi,  1814 12 

Bradford  G.  Cliaae,  July  2A,  1814 ^ 12 

Eari  P.  Clinse,  Jnly  25, 1814 12 

John  Clnrk,  Jnly  26, 1K14 12 

BeiOiimin  Dean,  Jr.,  July  25, 1814 12 

Ueoree  Dean,  July  25. 1814 12 

William  Kvans,  July  25, 1814 12 

Lemuel  Kriminster,  Jnly  25, 1814 8 

Lot  Hathaway,  Jnly  25. 1814 12 

Tliontas  Hathaway,  July  25, 1814 12 

Job  l*aine,  July  25, 1814 12 

Solomon  Paine,  July  25, 1814 ~  12 

Abraham  Uichntond,  Jnly  25,  1814 12 

Robert  Robertson,  July  25, 1814 12 

Second  company  in  the  local  militia  that  served  at 
New  Bedford  as  a  part  of  the  Coast  Guard  from  June 
18,1814: 

Days 
Served. 

Simeon  Ashley,  captain 14 

Samuel  Macoml>er,  ensign 14 

Bishop  Ashley,  sergeant 14 


u 


John  Itoniisevili, 

GilliertRonnsevIll,**       

Philip  TalHir,  ••       

John  Alien,  ** 

BoiOnmln  KHis,      **        

Olark  llankins,        **       

Josiah  I>e  Moranvllle, sergeant 

Ephraim  Gurney,  musician 14 

Thomas  Bounsevill,  Jr.,  mnsl-- 

clan 14 

Abram  Ashley  (20),  private.. —  14 


11 
11 
11 
14 
14 
14 
14 


Abram  Ashley  (3d), 
Taber  Anhloy, 
Tliomas  Anhley, 
Leonard  Ashley, 
Jonathan  Braley, 
Job  Braley, 
Abel  Brigpi, 
John  Bent, 
Asa  Clark,  Jr., 
Joseph  Clark, 
George  Cnmnilngs, 
J.  GnnimiuKS, 
William  Ciinimings, 
William  Case, 


u 
«l 


M 
U 


N 
M 


«« 


t« 


II 

3 
11 
II 
11 
14 
11 
10 
14 

0 
11 
11 

4 
14 


Days 
Served. 
Frederick  Downing,  private. ...~    9 


John  Downing, 
James  Gorlmm, 
David  S.  Hathaway, 
Philip  Hathaway, 


M 


M 


11 

14 
14 
11 


II 


II 
ti 
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Nathaniel  Hathaway, '*     11 

Nathaniel  Jucket, 
David  Ijawrence, 
Spencer  Ijawrenoe, 
Annel  Lucas, 
Ilezekiah  Mason, 
Noah  Perkins, 
Ira  Pittsley, 
Abraham  Pittsley, 
Alexanilor  Pittsley, 
Jamas  Pittsley, 
Mike  Reynolds,  Jr., 
Wilbur  Reynolds, 
Luther  Rogers, 
Silas  Rounsevill, 
Jomph  Rounsevill, 
John  Toliey, 
James  White, 
John  White, 
Malachi  White, 
Samuel  White,  Jr., 
William  Wastgate, 


M 
M 


7 
14 
11 
U 
11 
14 
14 
14 
14 
11 
12 
14 
14 
14 
11 
14 
11 
14 
11 
11 
11 


Names  of  men  drafted  from  the  second  company  to 
serve  in  the  Coast  Guard,  at  or  near  New  Bedford: 

Days 
Served. 

Joseph  AHrlch,  Jnly  25, 1814„ 11 

Loonanl  Ashley,  July  26, 1814 U 

William  (lase,  July  25,1814 11 

William  Cunimings,  July  25, 1814 11 

Nntbanlel  llaakelT,  July  25, 1814 11 

Lathley  Haakins.  July  25. 1814 11 

EiijNh  Lucas.  July  25, 1K14 ~  U 

Abrnm  Pittsley,  July  25. 1814 11 

SilNS  llonneevilf,  July  25, 1814 11 

Philip  TalK»r,  July  25, 1814 11 

John  Voter,  Jnly  25,1814. 11 

And  Ellas  Hoard  servsd  ten  days,  and  George  Douglsss  five  days,  at 
Falritaven. 


Minute-men  of  April,  1961,  who  responded  to  the 
"first  call,"  and  performed  service  three  months  at 
and  near  Fortress  Monroe,  in  Virginia,  being  known 
as  Company  G,  in  Third  Massachusetta  Regiment, 
under  Col.  David  W.  Wardrop,  of  New  Bedford : 

Oommiaien^d  Qgtotn:  John  W.  Marble,  captain ;  Humphrey  A.  Francli 
and  John  M.  Dean,  lieutenants.  JAm-Cbawiiisioiisd  Q0iemr9 :  James  H. 
Hathaway  and  George  D.  Williams,  ssrgeants ;  Frsderlo  Thayer  and 
Chester  W.  Briggs,  corporals.  IVIsafs  •otdlcn^  James  OL  Clark,  Jamss 
H.  Haskell,  Charles  U.  Haskins,  Bphralm  H.  Hasklns,  George  H. 
Haskins,  Bnssell  Haskins,  Urial  M.  Hasklns,  David  Bw  Hill,  Russell 
H.  Hathaway,  John  Malcolm,  Oolambus  Pelrct,  Lather  Pickens, 
George  F.  Putnam,  Edward  K.  Reed,  Welcome  H.  RIdinond,  Jamss 
H.  Whlttaker,  and  Benedict  A.  Winslow. 

Names  and  rank  of  Freetown  men  who  performed 
nine  months'  service  in  Company  A,  of  Third  Regi- 
ment of  infantry,  mustered  in  September,  1862,  and 
discharged  in  June,  1868 : 

John  W.  Marble,  captain ;  James  H.  Hathaway,  Stephen  Hathaway,  and 
Frederick  Thayer,  sergeants ;  Urial  Hosklns,  Kphralm  H.  Hosklni, 
and  David  B.  Hill,  corporals;  Albsrt  B.  Ashley,  Francis  B.  Briggs, 
Franklin  J.  Chase,  Sumner  J.  Chipman,  George  Dnifee,  Andrew  T. 
Hambly,  George  H.  Ilasktns,  Jamss  B.  Hsskell,  Aaron  D.  Hathft- 
way,  Andrew  J.  Hathaway,  Lynde  Hathaway,  Andrew  J.  Horr, 
Shubael  K.  Howland, Thomas  W.  Murtangh,  George  A.  Paine,  Idwia 
H.  Dermis,  Edwin  S.  Rounsevill,  Simon  D.  Bounsevill,  Aaa^^ner, 
Jr.,  Benedict  A.  Winslow,  George  F.  Wilcox,  and  Maioenah  B.  Wil- 
cox, private  soldiers. 

Names  and  rank  of  Freetown  men  in  the  "  three 
years'  service"  of  late  war  of  the  "  Great  Rebellion." 
Service  performed  in  the  Twenty-ninth  Regiment  of 
infantry,  of  which  Ebenezer  W.  Peirce,  of  Freetown, 
was  colonel : 

John  M.  Deane  and  George  D.  Williams,  captains;  Martin  Y.  Haskell, 
corporal ;  James  Booth,  John  Booth,  Thomas  E.  Bosworth,  Alnrmm 
Haskell,  Ephraim  Haskell,  William  Hasksll,  Xdmnnd  H.  Peiroe, 
Henry  L.  Hill,  James  Pittsley,  Albert  B.  Pittsley,  William  IMttslsy, 
Oulliert  Reynolds,  Cornelius  Westgate,  Xliaha  Westgate,  Xllsha  B. 
Wrstgate,  John  Wsstgate,  Joseph  Westgate,  Joseph  L.  Wsstgats, 
Preserved  Wsetgate,  Edward  Wilbur,  private  soldiers. 

Names  and  rank  of  Freetown  men  in  the  Fifty- 
eighth  Regiment  of  infantry,  of  which  John  C. 
Whiton,  of  Boston,  was  colonel : 

Ephraim  U.  Haskins,  second  lieutenant;  Aaron  D.  Hathaway, sergeant ; 
Alson  G.  Ashley,  Francis  E.  Briggs,  Thomas  Brewer,  Ablel  Hath»- 
way,  Octavos  Y.  Robinson,  Cliarles  H.  Rsad,  Bensdlct  A.  Winslow, 
William  S.  Winslow,  William  B.  Pratt,  and  Philip  A.  Wilcox, 
private  soldlera. 

General  and  field  officers  in  the  local  militia,  with 
dates  of  commissions,  promotions,  and  discharges: 

Gknkral  Orncia* 

Ebeneser  W.  Peirce,  brigadier^general,  com.  Nov.  7,  1866;  dlsch.  Dee. 
13, 1861. 

Field  OmoKBS. 

Seeond  Rt^finumi  ^f  In/aiUrp. 

Thomns  Elliot,  colonel,  com.  1782;  dlsch.  Sept  19, 1776. 

Thomas  Terry,  lieutenant»colonel,  com.  174-;  dlsch. 

Ebsneter  Hathaway,  lleutenant*coIonel,  com.  174-;  dlsch. 

Abiel  Terry,  lieutenant-colonel,  com.  1768;  dlsch.  1782. 

James  Winslow,  llsutenant-colonel,  com.  July  26. 1771;  dlich.  Sept.  18, 

1776. 
Joseph  Durfse,  lieutenant-colonel,  com.  Jnly  1, 1781 ;  dlsch.  1788. 
BeiiJamin  Weaver,  llentenant-colonel,  com.  July  10^  1788;  dlsch.  March, 

17W. 
Thomas  Tsrry,  miOoi't  com.  178- ;  pro.  174-. 
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J«liii>  Hilfaiviy,  mijor,  cum.  FeL.  T,  ITTt;  dlKb.  inS. 
JuHpli  DurtM,  iii^Jar,  euDLJuixil,  nni;  pm.  Juir  I,  IT«1. 

BIluP.  IUcbIDr>nd,ciiliil»l,  ciiID.iei>S;  dtocb.  1SI». 

XbtDUBi  W.  Piliu,  lleui»ni.ni-ailDUil,  HUD.  Ayiil  !,  last;  pra.  Nur. 

BUM  P.  RlelimDDd,  lIcuigiuiDi-uilond,  eon.  IMl;  |jni.  IMS. 
JOmaiecW.  Filiu,  Dujur,  con.  Au«.3,IUl;  fro.  A |it) 1 1, 1861. 

JuHpb  .WuT«r,  Dijar,  cddi.  April  14,  ISllL 


FifO,  Riglmnl  •>/  luf'<->n- 
n<l,  coin.  Aug.  10.  ISU;  >1Ik1i. 
cuIdd-I,  com,  Se|>l.  SO,  IKl ;  diKh. 
Ir.,  Hiluiiol.  cua>.  OcL  6,  MSO ;  JIkI: 


pbntin  Wluluw,Jr.,11eu1 


tjna 


From  tLe  (lute  of  incorporation  (July,  168S)  until 
about  tlie  time  that  what  had  been  a  pari  of  Tiverton 
was  anricietl  in  1747,  a  period  of  some  aixty-four 
years,  tbe  local  militia  of  Freetown  were  enitiodied  in 
one  company,  but  about  that  time  were  made  to  con- 
stitute three  conipaniea.  What  is  now  Old  or  West 
Freetown  la  nearly  identical  with  what  was  then  made 
to  constitule  the  geographical  liniilH  uf  the  lirst  com- 
pany, the  section  Bet  olT  in  1803,  which  became  Fall 
Itiver,  includes  nearly  all  the  territory  assigned  to  the 
second  company,  and  East  or  New  Freetown  militia 
were  made  the  third  company.  From  1683  until  1715 
the  local  militia  of  Freetown  were  commanded  by  a 
lieutenant,  being  too  few  in  number  to  constitute  a 
captain's  command. 

Aa  lieutenant-commandant,  Thomas  Terry  was 
commissioned  June  4,  1686,  and  he  waa  succeeded  in 
that  office  by  Job  Winalow  a  few  year?  later,  and  by 
Joaiah  Winslow  in  or  about  the  year  1702. 

The  names  of  captains  of  the  first  company,  with 
dates  of  commisBiona,  etc.,  were  Bs  follows: 


Aliial  TiiirT,  wm.  119-;  pro.  to  nw]. 

Jimn  Wlmlow.  can.  Juoi «,  ITUli  pn.  to  lloui.-vsl.  July,  ini. 

GtargaObua,  cuiD.  Jalf,  117li  dlimlMId  Bapl.  13,  IT7fi. 

IIiD>iiilii  llu.1,  D'ni.  I77S;  dlKh.  IISI. 

BonJaiDlii  WHiar,  com.  Jul/  1, 1181  i  pro.  Is  I1>uI.-cd1.  July  10, 1' 

Btnitmia  Purler,  cuiu.  Ju)^  IB.  ITSB;  diKb.  11H!. 

ClurlHSir>ngg,caiii.jDbi2g,  1I»;  diKli.  lltB. 

Juli  Pi«H,  Jr.,  oan.  Aug.  tl.  IBOl ;  dl>il  Sup''  ^. !«»' 
JsHpli  K.  BHd,  CKini.  Au(.  IS,  l«M;  pro.  to  mij.  Jdu  1,  len. 
■iJiDH  Dicuoti,  com.  Aug,  A,  IKT ;  dlicb.  Himb  B,  1BI1. 

Ljnds  llilbllH]',  sum.  Juna  IS,  IBll  1  pro.  W  DIlJ.  Aug.  10,  ISIB. 
Utnrj  Pnrlir,  cum.  BtpL  1,  ISIB  ;  diKb.  Hirch  1.  IBH. 
11*]lcblBsw1iiia,»m.  April  13,  irai;  diHb.  Uanh  1,  llfl. 


g.  Apill  n,  IMI;  pro.  Ic 


H».l.  U.  I.....  c 

COD.  Uiy  xt.  iKii  1  aiKU.  Sopi.  1, 18^ 

A»»ia>.,«V«''<tNWrr. 

AmbrtH  BmdvIi,  com.  11—,  dlwh.  11-^. 

G«org»  UrlghlBUi 

,««.iie-idi..b. 

JidlUmlluwiif.a 

«D.juir.iiiiidu.s.pt.i».mi. 

TboniM  Putf-.  «m.  July  B.  1T78 ;  illKh.  III-. 

Jnepli  KHd  (3-V 

c«iu.juiTi,miidi«h.ns-. 

Lulli.t  Wlnab.1. 

c™,JuM8.l1Bllidl*b.l1*J. 

IcUnbudllHd.cul 

ItaNjuulB  Eiior'" 

,  ™..  11.1,  8.  imi  p™.  I„  m^,  S.pl- H.  iBoa. 

i»«ia»^„,,./V--(.,. 

Jcba  Bduu-III,  »n.  1151 ;  dlKh. 

KU.Im  I'jirKir,  cu 

B.11-;  dl..fcpt.l»,lI1», 

J^HpbUvIog.c 

n.  m-i  dUcl..  11B-. 

r*rl(n»li  Wbill, 

com.  July  1,l1Bli  diMli. 

N«l.  OrMO,  com 

April  gl,imi4lBb.A»(iBl.lW».    • 

AbrobiD  UortD. 

cap>.U.;ll.nWl!l»b.lM«. 

J.B».A.1.l.jr.wi 

«-  Oct.  14,  IBUBl  dtecb.  April  11.  IMl, 

BluHiiAaliley.c 

«.lf-b.*.lBli;  rni.loB>I.ABC.U,llll. 

Itpbrdni  Qumey 

»«.  B«p(.  2!,  ISlBi  dIHb.  April  IS,  lUL 

Puilil  SdHd,  (UU.  Hiy  a,  1B31 ;  diHb.  IBBO. 

HillcblWblK.a 

«u.  H>r  4,  isai;  diKb.  April  18, 18U. 

n^rtW.CoHI. 

cum.  Jirni  *u,  laSi ;  Aitsb.  April  M.  lUO. 

(!-«.b,    OMp^. 

(lUM  .1  Leg 

lu  ll.t  HTfnl  luvrna  ollliln  Ih*  SkdiuI  Uaf tmnt.) 

M.1,1.,  com.  1711 :  dlKb.  8.pl.  IB,  ms. 

EI»B>Ht  W.  Paircs.  CHpt,  sum.  Juiia  U,  ISM;  dlacli..  K*r  It,  lUl. 
Auguauw  C.  BuTooi,  iipL,  aw.  Juue  14.  IBS) ;  dl^b.  Aprtl  ^  l«U. 
Joliu  W,  Uatb1a,Mi|Jl.,ciom.  April  IS,  isa4i  dlicb.  Uurti  M,  USA, 
9Ilu  p.  BIcboiMd,  npl,  <wn.  Uijr  B,  IBBSi  |.n,.  July  E4,  IMS. 
JaiusiR.  tlUliaWBU,  ii|>l.,oi>m.lIanh  4.  I«5>:  dlsll.  IBM 
John  M.  Hul<la,a>pl..i»iiii.l«<IOi  dlacli.  1BI12. 

»>rd  llfhi  In/unirt  UbM|>ay. 
WlllUuB  r.  Wuod.  Mpl,  cum.  Nut.  aa,  lUI ;  dtach.  l»^^ 
MarcuiM.BuuiiHtlll,  mm.  Uurcb  10,185-;  dlioh.  Fib.  IBM. 
Wini«u  A.  Hoflurd.  urn.  H«nrb  II,  IBM  ;  dUcli.  MiircU  IB,  IWO, 
Tniry  AlloD,  cum.  Il>x,  IBSB;  dlarb.  July,  IH»1. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  tho  American 
Revolution  the  three  companies  into  whicli  the  local 
militia  of  Freetown  were  then  divided,  togetlier  with 
a  part  of  a  company  of  cavalry  lo  which  some  bo- 
longed,  cfmipused  a  part  of  the  Second  Regiinent  of 
infantry,  of  which  Thomas  Gilbert,  of  Freetown, 
was  colonel,  James  Winslow,  of  Freetown,  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  Benjamin  Grinnell,  of  Freetown,  adju- 
tant.   The  com  missioned  oflicera  of  the  companii^ 


IS  fullot 


iC-bav 


imphli,. 


r,  opUlo;   Staplivn   Bardali  . 


firowil  CotTfUHi/.—itU  III 

Ikanitl  Morloii,  llauliDiud, 
Cmht  Ob-jw-j.— Al.l»l  Tarry,  Jr.,  oplaln ;  JuUn  Krii,>,  ooraat. 

The  battalion  of  loyalists  thai  Col.  Gilbert  claimed 
to  have  raised  to  Bghl  for  llie  king  and  Parliaaicnt, 
and  to  arm  and  equip  which  he  applied  to  Governor 
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€hige,  and  received  a  generous  supply  of  the  munitions 
of  war,  was  doubtless  that  part  of  these  four  com- 
panies iliat  could  be  induced  to  take  the  king's  arms 
and  train  in  his  name,  as  a  considerable  proportion 
doubtless  did,  and  were  thus  for  several  days  engaged 
in  drilling  and  perfecting  themselves  to  light  against 
the  **  Sons  of  Liberty,"  and  by  force  of  arms  to  rivet 
the  chains  of  bondage  upon  their  own  countrymen, 
including  their  nearest  neighbors,  uphold  a  foreign 
monarchical,  despotic,  and  singularly  arbitrary  power. 

The  four  captains  gave  most  unmistakable  evidence 
that  their  sympathies  were  strongly  on  the  side  of  the 
king,  as  did  also  Lieuts.  Tompkins  and  Ashley  and 
Cornet  John  Evans.  But  Lieuts.  Borden,  Barnolz, 
and  Morton,  if  not  all  "  liberty"  men  at  the  start, 
soon  became  so,  and  gave  their  undivided  efforts  and 
influence  to  the  cause  of  their  distressed  and  bleeding 
country. 

Ambrose  Cleveland,  of  Freetown,  when  in  arrest  at 
Providence,  R.  I.  (Oct.  81, 1776),  signed  a  written 
confession  and  recantation,  in  which  he  set  forth  that 
"ho  acknowledges  his  wrongs  in  signing  Brigadier 
Ruggles'  association  under  Col.  Gilbert,  and  training 
under  said  Gilbert  for  two  days,  and  going  to  Boston 
and  working  at  the  king's  works,  and  likewise  of  my 
saying  I  could  pilot  the  fleet  as  far  as  Bower's  (now 
Somerset  village),  all  which  I  am  heartily  sorry  for, 
and  for  the  future  am  determined  to  stand  for  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  my  country." 

In  an  intercepted  letter  of  Col.  Gilbert  to  Gen. 
Ruggles,  dated  April  5, 1775,  he  said  concerning  the 
British  man-of-war  that  came  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Tories,  "  My  son  took  a  long-boat  and  went  to  the 
man-of-war,  and  brought  back  a  letter  from  Capt. 
Wallis  to  the  admiral,  which  I  sent  to  your  care.  I 
hear  from  Capt.  Wallis  that  he  fears  to  venture  up 
the  river  with  the  ship,  fearing  there  is  not  suflScient 
depth  of  water.  A  vessel  of  less  force  might  answer 
the  purpose. 

*'  Last  Monday  the  rebels  mustered  from  Middle- 
borough  and  Berkley,  Swansea  and  Dighton,  and 
made  up  a  hundred  and  forty  in  arms,  marched  by 
my  house,  where  were  twenty-five  men  with  king's 
arms  well  loaded.  I  went  out  before  my  door  and 
told  them  that  they  were  a  poor  set  of  deluded  rebels. 
So  they  marched  off*  without  tearing  down  my  house 
or  killing  me,  as  the  day  before  they  swore  they 
would." 

That  a  large  proportion  of  the  local  militia  in  the 
First  Company,  and  considerable  numbers  of  the  Sec- 
ond and  Third  Companies,  as  also  of  the  cavalry  com- 
pany, took  up  arms  for  the  king  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  of  the  American  Revolution  seems 
quite  conclusively  proved  by  an  address  of  the  Free- 
town Committee  of  Correspondence,  Inspection,  and 
Safety  to  the  Massachusetts  legislature  in  session  at 
Boston,  March  22,  1780,  in  which  said  committee,  as 
also  the  selectmen  of  Freetown,  concerning  the  votes 
of  said  town,  declared  that  "  great  numbers,  we  have 


reason  to  believe,  held  a  criminal  correspondence 
with  the  enemy  when  they  occupied  the  island  of 
Rhode  Island. 

"  A  great  number  took  the  king's  arms  by  the  in- 
stigation of  Col.  Gilbert,  and  never  acted  but  against 
us. 

"  Many  have  refused  to  tarn  out  at  alanns  when 
the  enemy  invaded  our  town  and  committed  depre- 
dations. 

"  Our  exertions  against  the  enemy  has  been  em- 
barrassed by  the  conduct  of  our  inhabitants. 

**  If  the  king  of  Great  Britain  should  forbear  hos- 
tilities and  recall  his  troops  from  our  land  we  should 
not  have  presumed  thus  to  trouble  your  Honors  with 
complaint. 

"  We  should  have  rested  under  their  insults,  al- 
though we  have  used  our  utmost  efforts,  and  spent 
our  thousands  for  the  defense  of  our  beloved  country. 

'*  What  have  we  to  hope  or  expect  if  Great  Britain 
should  continue  the  war,  and  the  king's  troops  re- 
possess Rhode  Island?  We  should  be  between  two 
fires. 

"  Our  fears  are  multiplied  in  case  such  dissatisfied 
persons  should  take  the  lead  in  town  affairs." 

A  newspaper  called  the  Essex  OazetUy  published  in 
Salem,  April  18, 1775,  the  day  before  the  battles  of 
Lexington  and  Concord  were  fought,  contained  the 
following  communication : 

**  BoBTOir,  Monday,  April  17th. 

**  A  l«tt«r  from  Taunton  dntod  last  Friday,  menUona  that  on  tha  Mon- 
day befora  partlca  of  Minnta  Men,  etc.,  fh>ra  arery  town  In  that  ooonty, 
witli  arma  and  ammunition,  met  at  Freetown  early  that  morning  In 
order  to  take  Col.  Gilbert,  but  be  bad  fled  on  board  the  man-of-war  at 
Newport. 

''They  then  dlrldod  Into  parUeaand  took  twenty-nine Torlea  who  had 
aigned  enllatmenta  and  reeeired  arma  in  the  colonera  company  to  Join 
the  klng^M  troopa.  They  alao  took  thlrtyflTa  mnskela,  two  caae  bottlea 
of  powder,  and  a  baaket  of  balleta,  all  which  they  brought  to  Tannton 
the  same  afternoon,  where  the  prieonera  were  aeparately  examined, 
eighteen  of  whom  made  aueh  humble  aeknowledgmenta  of  Uioir  paat  bad 
condnct  and  eolemn  promisee  to  iMhaTe  better  for  the  fhtnre  they  were 
dlsmlaeed,  Imt  the  other  eleren  iMing  obatlnate  and  insulting,  a  party 
were  ordered  to  carry  them  to  SImabury  Mlnea,but  they  were  suflleienUy 
humbled  before  they  had  got  fourteen  milea  on  their  way  thither,  upon 
which  they  were  brought  liack  the  next  day,  and  alter  signing  proper 
articles  to  behare  better  for  the  ftatnre,  were  escorted  to  Freetown. 

**  There  were  upwards  of  two  thousand  men  embodied  there  last  Mon- 
day.»* 

But  this  successful  expedition  did  not  rid  the  town 
of  active  Tories,  as  the  following  from  the  public 
records  of  the  town  serves  to  show : 

*'  At  a  legnl  town-meeting  held  at  ye  public  meeting-house  house  In 
Freetown  on  ye  Slut  day  of  Blay,  1777,  ye  following  Torlea  were  Toted 
for  trial,  Tis.:  George  Brightman,  William  \^ln8loWy.  Luther  Wlnslow, 
John  Winsiow,  Jail  Hathaway,  Solomon  Terry,  Abiel  Terry,  Ablel 
Terry,  Jr.,  Willinm  Hathaway,  Silas  Hathaway  (2d),  Silas  Terry,  Eben- 
ezer  Terry,  B«>t\}amin  Tompkins,  Ralph  Paine,  Job  Paine,  Job  Paine 
(2d),  George  Chase,  George  Chase,  Jr.,  Bradford  Gill>ert,  Epitralm  Win- 
slow,  Amml  Chase,  Horah  Durfee,  Jonathan  Dodson,  Job  Terry,  Silas 
Sherman,  BetUamiu  Cleveland,  Abraham  Ashley,  John  Briggs. 

**  Then  Mi^.  Joshua  Hathaway  was  chosen  agent  in  behalf  of  ye  said 
town." 

The  lenity  exercised  towards  the  Tories  by  the 
Whigs,  instead  of  making  the  former  more  tractable, 
only  served  to  encourage  them  to  seize  upon,  as  they 
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did,  bvery  opporlunily  that  presented  itself  to  make 
trouble  for  thosa  wlio  liad  Hpared  ihem  when  in  their 
poner,  thus  ever  and  always  returning  evil  for  good, 
und  showing  neither  kindneas,  tendernees,  or  mercy 
to  those  from  whom  they  oned  much  of  all,  and  to 
whose  clemency  alone  tliey  owed  their  power  to  do 
liurt. 

Even  before  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  war  these 
Tories,  who  had  bpcn  bo  signully  defeated  when  and 
wherever  they  submitted  their  csuae  to  the  arbitration 
of  the  cartridge-box,  suddenly  changed  their  tnctics, 
and  by  a  united  and  well-directed  effort,  being  joined 
as  they  were  by  the  "  baser  sort"  of  all  parties,  com- 
pletely carried  their  pointD  at  the  ballot-box  in  Free- 
town, allowing,  as  they  did,  persons  in  their  village 
to  vote  that  they  might  thus  swell  the  number  of  their 
boasted  majority  ;  and  the  legislative  power  of  the 
Blate  had  to  be  appealed  to,  and  did  exercise  its  au- 
thority to  bring  order  out  of  auch  anarchy  and  con- 
fusion as  resulted  from  that  disorganicing  and  dis- 
graceful act  of  the  Tories,  thoroughly  determined 
either  to  rule  or  ruin.  Nor  did  the  indignities  BulTered 
st  the  hands  of  the  Tories  cease  at  what  was  gener- 
ally considered  the  successful  termination  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  for  the  "  Shay's  rebellion"  of  178(1 
found  them  again  in  the  field,  and  this  town,  that  in 
17TS  in  the  person  of  Col,  Thomas  Gilbert  furnished 
the  most  prominent  and  troublesome  Tory  in  the 
county,  only  eleven  years  later  furnished  the  county 
leader  of  rebels  in  arms  against  the  new  government, 
and  it  is  a  noteworthy  fact  titat  when  the  "Shay's 
men"  with  arma  appeared  to  stop  the  session  of  the 
County  Ckjurt,  being  held  at  Taunlon,  a  prominent 
leader  was  dressed  in  a  full  British  uniform,  and  new 
muskets  of  British  manufacture  were  plentifully 
supplied  gratia  to  all  who  would  volunteer  to  use  the 
same  to  aid  the  motley  crowd  of  anarchialu  there 
drawn. up  in  battle  array  under  the  command  of 
David  Valentine,  of  Freetown, 

Shay's  Rebellion.— As  in  the  war  of  the  Ai 
Revolution,  ho  also  in  the  outbreak  usually  known  as 
"Shiiy's  Rebellion,  the  local  militia  remained  divided 
into  three  companies,  that  also  continued  to  constitute 
a  part  of  the  Second  Regiment.  Those  officers  resid- 
ing in  Freetown,  who  were  all  commiiuioned  July  1, 
17S1,  being  as  follows: 


Steond  Cbnpny. 


In  Hassachusetts,  the  State  which  had  been  fore- 
most in  the  war  for  independence  againi-t  Great 
Britain,  occurred  the  first  instance  of  armed  and  or- 
ganized rebellion  against  the  situation  and  conduct 
of  public  affairs  consequent  upon  the  changed  char- 
acter of  the  government  and  its  administrabira.  Thia 
spirit  of  lawlessness  was  not  entirely  conlined  to  Mas- 
SBchusetta,  as  in  the  neighboring  State  uf  New  Hamp- 
shire a  reckless  and  de8])erate  body  of  mnlcootunta  en- 
tered the  legislative  chamber  at  Exeter,  overpowered 
and  made  prisoners  of  the  General  Assenihly  of  that 
State;  but  the  citizens  arose,  and  by  energetic  and 
well-directed  eRbrta  the  dastardly  movement,  with  il« 
aiders  and  abetters,  was  crushed. 

Not  so,  however,  in  Massachusetta,  where  the  re- 
bellion secured  to  itself  a  much  longer  lease  of  life. 
The  mob  spirit  grew  more  and  more  rampant,  Bristol, 
Hampshire,  Middlesex,  and  Worcester  Cimntiea  at- 
taining to  the  unenviable  reputation  of  being  the 
chief  centrea  of  lawless  violence  tliroughnut  New 
England.  ,  Few  towns  in  Bristol  County  cuuld  muster 
an  entire  company  of  its  local  militia  Ut  austaiii  the 
government,  and  in  Freetown  that  in  the  ponton  of 
David  Valentine  furnished  the  county  louder  of  the 
"Shay's  men."  The  niobocruts  probably  bore  a  still 
larger  proportion  to  the  whole  uumher  of  the  iuhab- 
itauta  than  the  Tories  had  done  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war  of  American  Revohitiim. 

In  Rehobotb,  then  also  embracing  what  aftcrwnn) 
became  Seekonk  and  Pawtucket,  the  uinlcontenta 
showed  by  their  votes  a  large  majority  nt  the  pulls, 
nod  took  posseasion  of  the  town's  stock  of  powder, 
bullets,  and  munitions  of  war. 

But  in  Freetown,  the  county  headiiuartetaof  that  re- 
bellion, the  town's  stock,  by  the  unyielding cunutancy 
of  Benjamin  Weaver,  then  captain  of  the  First  Com- 
pany in  the  local  militia,  was  saved  from  capture  by 
the  rebels,  and  used  only  for  lawful  purposes,  and  ao 
plentiful  was  the  supply  that  ho  nbtninvd  with  which 
to  kill  the  "Shay's  men,"  that  of  what  was  not  then 
expended  his  son,  Miy.  Joseph  Weaver,  filled  tlie 
cartridge-boxes  of  the  same  company  under  his  cti 
niand  St  the  beginning  of  those  difficulties  that 
ripened  into  the  war  of  1812,  and  Freetown's  con- 
tribution to  the  force  sent  to  Virginia  at  the  first  oall 
in  April,  18G1,  in  the  brigade  commanded  by  Benja- 
min Weaver's  grandson,  Gen.  E.  W.  Peirce,  carried 
in  its  cartridge-boxes  some  of  the  bullets  moulded  in 
Freetown  with  which  to  que'l  the  rebellion  of  1786. 
Benjamin  Weaver's  loyalty,  courage,  and  good  con- 
duct secured  to  him  a  speedy  promotion  to  the  office 
of  lieulenanl-colonel. 

Ecclesiastical. —Probably  the  first  or  earliest  rec- 
ord still  preserved  of  an  cllbrt  on  the  part  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Freetown  to  provide  for  the  public  wor- 
ship of  God  was  that  of  a  legal  meeting  which  appears 
upon  the  thirty-Hflh  page  of  the  first  book  of  the  pub- 
lic records  of  said  town,  and  in  the  words  fullow- 
iag! 


FREETOWN. 


296 


"  At  a  town  in«>«tlng  to  fyeetown,  on  the  tenth  day  of  Jnne,  in  the 
year  1600,  legnlly  wnrned  by  tlie  Seleetroen,  to  be  at  the  honee  of  John 
hathwey,  In  freetown.  In  onter  to  oontlder  of  a  eonvenlent  place  to  eet 
a  mrolinff  honae  where  It  may  be  raoet  eonrenlent  to  Join  with  eome  of 
onr  neigbliori  In  tanton. 

**  And  In  caee  they  will  Join  with  ne,  we  have  roted  tliat  the  meeting 
liooie  eliall  be  eet  on  Jamee  Cndworth*e  land,  on  the  ■ontliward  tido  of 
the  brook  called  abntHi  ewarter,  and  at  tlie  foaed  meeting  Jamee  Cnd- 
worth  and  Joefah  Wlnelow  were  clioeen  to  treat  tanton  men,  and  to 
bring  Ihayr  aneor  to  as  with  all  epeed  whether  thay  will  Join  with  ue 
or  not,** 

That  town-meeting  was  held  in  a  house,  then  a 
tavern,  that  stood  on  the  spot  of  the  former  residence 
of  Benjamin  Hamhly,  late  of  Freetown,  deceased. 
The  neighbors  in  Taunton  doubtless  lived  in  that 
section  of  said  town  set  off  in  1735,  incorporated  as  a 
new  town,  and  called  Berkley.  The  spot  proposed  on 
which  to  erect  a  meeting-house  is  at  the  foot  of  the 
hill,  a  little  northerly  of  the  former  residence  of  the 
late  Philip  J.  Tripp.  From  the  fact  that  nothing  more 
appears  to  have  been  done  about  it  leads  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  people  of  Taunton  were  unwilling  to  join 
with  those  of  Freetown  in  the  labor  and  expense  of 
erecting  a  meeting-house  at  the  spot  proposed.  Tradi- 
tion or  records  furnish  nothing  further  until  the  first 
Monday  in  February,  1702,  when,  in  open  town-meet- 
ing, Robert  Durfee  was  chosen  as  the  town's  agent  to 
obtain  a  man  to  dispense  the  gospel  and  instruct  chil- 
dren in  reading  and  writing ;  and  further,  that  no 
meeting-house  be  built  at  the  town's  charge  until 
such  man  had  been  procured.  Two  years  later,  Wil- 
liam Way  accepted  these  trusts,  and  was  by  the  town 
engaged  to  serve  them  as  a  gospel  minister  and  school- 
master. Mr.  Way  proposed  to  receive  for  his  minis- 
trations in  the  gospel  whatever  the  inhabitants  in 
gratuity  or  free  will  chose  to  confer  upon  him.  Two 
years  more  passed,  and  the  town  found  itself  in- 
dicted by  the  grand  jury  on  a  charge  of  not  being 
supplied  with  a  minif>ter  according  to  law,  and  Lieut. 
Job  Winslow,  one  of  the  selectmen,  elected  as  the 
town's  agent  to  answer  in  behalf  of  the  town  at  the 
next  session  of  the  County  Court.  Lieut.  Job  Wins- 
low  was  also  chosen  the  town's  agent  to  confer  with 
Mr.  Samuel  Danforth,  minister  at  Taunton,  in  order 
to  have  William  Way,  of  Freetown,  approbated  as  a 
minister,  qualified  according  to  law. 

Failing  in  all  these  efforts,  the  town  on  the  21st  day 
of  January,  1707,  vot^d  to  dismiss  William  Way  from 
longer  serving  the  town  as  a  minister  and  school- 
master. Then  from  the  Court  of  General  Sessions 
came  a  precept  directing  the  town  to  provide  itself 
with  an  able,  learned  orthodox  minister,  pursuant  to 
which  the  town  on  the  21st  day  of  March,  1707,  by  a 
vote  of  more  than  two- thirds  present  and  voting,  de- 
cided to  be  supplied  by  the  Bishop  of  London  with  a 
minister  according  to  the  Church  of  England,  estab- 
lished by  the  law  of  the  English  nation.  Three  years 
later  the  town  voted  to  build  a  meeting-house  thirty- 
six  feet  long,  twenty-six  feet  wide,  and  eighteen  feet 
between  joints,  and  elected  three  Congregational  min- 
isters, viz.,  Samuel  Danforth,  John  Sparhawk,  and 


Richard  Billings,  a  committee  to  determine  where  the 
meeting-house  should  be  set,  which  committee  in 
writing,  bearing  date  March  7,  1710,  recommended 
that  the  proposed  house  should  stand  upon  a  lot  of 
land  that  Samuel  Lynde,  of  Boston,  had  promised  to 
give  to  the  town  on  which  to  erect  a  meeting-house 
and  a  school -honse,  and  to  be  used  also  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  burial-ground  and  training-field.  The 
town  the  same  year  voted  to  raise  the  snm  of  thirty 
pounds  with  which  to  build  the  meeting-honse,  and 
voted  thanks  to  the  General  Court  for  twenty-five 
pounds  voted  to  the  town,  and  expressed  the  desire 
that  it  be  paid  to  Mr.  Joseph  Avery  for  his  services 
as  minister  that  year.  Oct.  10, 1710,  John  Hathaway 
and  twenty-three  others  of  Freetown  petitioned  the 
General  Court  to  grant  aid  to  Mr.  Avery  for  his  en- 
couragement to  preach  still  among  them,  and  that 
the  court  would  be  pleased  to  give  as  much  as  it  had 
done  the  last  year.  March  17,  1711,  the  General 
Court  passed  the  following  resolution : 

**  IU»lv9dt  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  oat  of  the  pobllc  treaeary  to 
Mr.  Joeeph  Arery,  after  the  rate  of  twenty  poande  per  annnm.  fbr  each 
Sabbath  he  hath  or  shall  preach  at  Freetown,  f^m  the  tlma  he  wm  lait 
paid  to  the  seesion  of  the  oonrt  in  May  next** 


Mr.  Joseph  Avery,  the  second  person  who  attempted 
to  perform  the  duties  of  a  gospel  minister  at  Free- 
town, was  the  fourth  and  youngest  child  of  Lieut 
William  Avery  and  wife,  Elizal>eth  White.  Elizabeth 
was  the  second  wife  of  Lieut.  William  Avery,  who 
had  had  four  children  by  a  former  wife ;  and  Joseph 
Avery,  born  in  Dedham,  April  9,  1687,  though  his 
mother's  fourth  child,  was  the  eighth  child  on  his 
father*s  side.  Lieut.  William  Avery,  the  parent,  re- 
ceived a  commission  in  the  train-band  at  Dedham, 
from  which  his  title  was  derived,  and  bearing  date  of 
Oct  15,  1673.  Lieut.  Avery  also  held  the  offices  of 
town  clerk  and  selectman  of  Dedham.  Mr.  Joseph 
Avery,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  graduated  at 
Harvard  College  in  1706.  His  brother,  John  Avery, 
aged  twenty-one  years,  graduated  at  the  same  time 
and  place,  and  was  settled  in  the  gospel  ministry  in 
the  town  of  Truro,  on  Cape  Cod.  Soon  after  leaving 
college  Joseph  Avery  was  for  a  time  employed  to 
teach  a  school  in  Rehoboth.  Added  to  the  offices 
civil  and  military  held  by  William  Avery  and  already 
enumerated,  he  also  held  the  position  of  deacon  of  the 
church,  which  circumstance  throws  more  light  upon 
the  causes  operating  to  bring  about  the  result  of  his 
having  two  sons  that  became  ministers  or  clergymen 
than  all  other  known  causes  combined,  the  religious 
element  in  the  character  of  the  father  thus  largely 
cropping  out  in  his  sons,  who,  if  not  foreordained  be- 
fore the  world  was  by  the  God  of  the  Bible  to  be  am- 
bassadors for  the  cause  of  Christ,  doubtless  were  by 
the  God  of  nature  before  either  of  these  sons  were 
born. 

Mr.  Joseph  Avery,  Freetown's  second  minister,  in 
or  about  the  year  1720,  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sarah  Newman,  of  Rehoboth.    She  was  bom 
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Not.  20,  1700,  and  coDHequently  was  about  thirteen 
fears  younger  than  her  husband.  8he  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  DeacoD  Samuel  Newman,  Jr.,  granddaughter 
of  Samuel  Newman,  8r.,  and  wife,  Batliibeba  Chick- 
ering,  and  Kre&t-granddaughter  of  Rev.  Snmuel  New- 
man, one  of  the  firat  Bettlera,  and  the-llrat  minUler  of 
Behoboth.  Mr.  Joaepli  Avery  remained  in  Freetown 
but  a  short  time,  aa  on  the  2Sth  day  of  October,  1714, 
he  wan  ordaiued  pastor  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in 
Norton,  and  thuR  became  the  earlient  settled  minister 
in  that  town;  and  when  we  are  informed  that  the 
people  of  Norton  voted  upon  their  own  responsibility 
to  pay  him  a  salary  of  flily  pounds  per  year,  no  fur- 
ther reasons  need  be  assigned  why  he  lell  Freetown 
with  its  proponalfl  to  pay  him  thirty  pounds  per  year, 
and  beg,  if  they  could,  a  yearly  appropriation  of 
twenty  pounds  more  from  the  General  Court.  To 
have  remained  in  the  Held  of  his  labor  Ht  Freetown 
may  seem  more  pious,  but  his  change  to  the  vineyard 
of  the  Lord  at  Norton  was  decidedly  more  praclical. 
At  a  town-meeting  holden  in  Freetown,  July  5, 
1711, 

"Tutsd  HtoHopanri  Wndiwarib  tobflinirctwpBl  mlulitvr,  nceonjlnc  to 


"  VuUd  He.  JuMph  Miokmin  to  Iml  Mr.  Wulimirtk  In  lb*  Unru'i 

Against  this  action  of  the  town  John  Bead,  Jr., 
made  a  publie  protest,  characterizing  the  vole  aa 
"rash  and  heady,"  in  that  the  town  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  man's  "conversion"  or  "(lualification," 
to  what  town  or  government  he  belonged,  that  the 
voting  of  twenty  pounds  was  contrary  to  gospel  rule, 
and  that  the  town  had  nlready  voted  to  be  supplied 
by  the  Itishop  of  London.  And  this  strife  was  finally 
ended  by  a  report  from  Mr.  Blackman  that  Mr.  Wads- 
worth  had  refused  to  serve  the  tovrn  as  miniater. 
Recompense  Wadsworth  was  born  March  19,  1C88. 
In  1713  he  was  appointed  master  of  the  North  Free 
Orammar  School,  at  Boston.  He  was  a  sou  of 
Thomas  Wadsworth,  a  gunsmith,  who  for  a  time  re- 
sided in  Boston,  and  removed  from  thence  to  New- 
port, B.  L     Aug.  8,  1712,  the  town  voted 

B>pl.  n.  )711, "  TbiB  jaXti  JuhD  hithwv,  aitn  1,  lu  inli  for  nixl  trHl 


I.  13,  1713,  tbet< 


Mr.  James  Hale  was   probably  the  person  whom 
John  Hathaway  brought  into  town,  and  who  did  not 

prove  Hctp[)inljlB  to  a  majority,  but  was  liked  by  a  few. 


Roljert  Durfeo,  Constant  Church,  Benjamin  Chase, 
Jr.,  Walter  Chase,  and  Jacob  Hathaway  entered 
their  protest  against  this  vole. 

June  2,  1713,  the  town  made  choice  of  "  Jonathan 
Dodson  to  be  minister  of  the  gospel  for  this  town 
untill  there  is  a  supply  from  England,  ai:cariling  to  u 
former  vote  of  the  town." 

Juno  19,  1714,  the  meeting-house  that  in  1710  it 
was  agreed  to  build  lieing  completed,  was  by  the 
building  committee  delivered  to  the  selectmen  for 
the  uae  of  the  town. 

Sept.  22,  1715,  Josiah  Winslow,  Thomas  Terry, 
Jonathan  Dodsun,  and  Joseph  Read  were  cliosen  a 
committee  to  seat  the  meeting-house  at  the  town's 
charge. 

Enough  has  already  been  given  to  show  that  the 
people  of  the  town,  if  not  prosecuting  or  carrying  nu 
a  "holy  war,"  were  persiHl«nlly  and  determinately 
engaged  in  religious  controversy.  They  had  u  few 
years  before  voted  that  a  gospel  preached  in  the  town 
must  be  dispensed  to  the  people's  acueptunue,  iind 
the  town  clerk,  wlio  may  have  been  e^juully  con- 
versant with  the  spirit  uf  Cliristianity  and  the  rulca 
of  orthography  in  committing  said  vote  lo  the  town 
records,  stated  that  the  dispensation  must  be  to  the 
town's  "e^ceplance"  (instead  of  acceptance);  and 
thus  the  sequel  seemed  tu  prove,  for  bickcriugit, 
strife,  contention,  opposition,  eiivyings,  and  taking 
exceptions  to  anything  and  everything  proposed  or 
done,  attempted  or  recommended  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  preached  gospel  in  town,  became  a  general 
rule  instead  of  an  exception. 

In  or  about  the  year  1715,  at  the  request  of  several 
of  the  principal  inhabitants,  accompanied  by  their 
written  promise  of  support,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Craig- 
head entered  upon  the  duties  of  a  gospel  minister  iu 
Freetown,  and  he,  being  approbated  by  the  miniiters 
of  the  neighboring  towns  as  qualtfied  fur  tlie  duties 
of  that  potsition,  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  wna 
called  by  a  warrant  from  tlie  seleetmen,  and  held  in  tlie 
meeting-house  »t  Freetown  uu  Muiiduy  the  t)lli  day  of 
September,  1717,  to  see  if  the  town  in  its  uurporule 
capacity  would  vote  tu  employ  the  Etcv.  Thomas 
Craighead  as  the  town's  minisEer.  Capt,  Juaiah  Wina- 
low  was  elected  moderator,  whereupon  John  Read, 
Benjamin  Chace,  Jr.,  Qeurge  Winslow,  Abraham 
Bimmoos,  and  John  Cleveland  protested  against 
further  proceedings,  giving  as  tlieir  reasons  fur  so 
doing  "  that  the  town  had  already  a  choice  lo  be 
supplied  by  the  Bishop  of  London,  as  may  appear  on 
rei^ord,  as  also  the  uou-sufficiency  of  the  warrant." 
But  the  legal  voters  present  decided  to  proceed,  and 
by  a  vote  of  twenty-eight  for  to  three  against,  or  u 
clear  majority  of  twenty-five  votes,  made  choice  of 
Rev.  Thomas  Craighead  to  be  the  town's  minister, 
and  yet,  ailer  sU  this,  Mr.  Craighead,  to  collect  hia 
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pay  for  services,  was  forced  to  sue  the  town,  and  ob- 
taining a  verdict  in  his  favor,  the  town  appealed  to 
the  General  Court,  where  the  town  being  again  beaten, 
several  of  the  principal  inhabitants  were  thrust  into 
the  county  jail,  and  there  kept  confined  until  Mr. 
Craighead  was  paid,  a  train  of  proceedings  in  which 
the  wrong  done  was  only  equaled  by  the  ridiculous. 
July  19, 1721,  the  town  voted  the  use  of  the  meeting- 
house to  the  Rev.  James  Macsparron  "to  carry  on 
the  public  worship  of  God  in  at  time  and  times,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intention  of  his  order  by  the  rev- 
erend society  in  his  mission  honorably  intended.'' 
The  town  at  the  same  time  voted  that  the  selectmen 
be  a  committee  to  solicit  the  Rev.  James  Macsparron 
to  accept  the  meeting-house  for  tjiat  service,  but  that 
such  acceptance  should  "  in  no  wise  hinder  or  bar  any 
other  public  use  or  improvement  of  said  house  as 
formerly." 

These  difficulties  did,  as  they  were  reasonably  cal- 
culated to  do,  prejudice  many  of  the  inhabitants 
against  a  paid  ministry,  and  the  provision  for  such 
payment  when  provided  for  by  a  public  tax,  and 
many,  and  perhaps  the  most,  of  those  inhabitants  best 
able  to  pay  thenceforth  allied  themselves  with  the 
Friends  or  Quakers,  which  religious  body  erected  a 
place  of  public  worship  near  what  is  still  called 
Quaker  Hill,  not  far  distant  from  the  bleachery,  and 
just  across  the  street  from  what  is  known  as  the  South 
school-house.  That  Quaker  meeting-house  was  prob- 
ably built  in  or  near  the  year  1725,  and  for  at  least 
half  a  century  the  Friends  or  Quakers  were  numeri- 
cally the  largest  worshiping  congregation  in  town, 
embracing  the  men  of  first  minds,  most  money,  and 
best  manners,  in  fact,  the  wit  and  the  wealth,  if  not 
exclusively,  was  generally  theirs.  Nearly  one  hun- 
dred years  ago  that  Quaker  meeting-house  was  re- 
moved to  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  where,  as  a 
place  of  public  worship,  it  continued  to  be  used  by 
the  Friends  or  Quakers  nearly  seventy  years,  when 
demolished,  and  its  place  supplied  by  a  new  one  that 
is  still  standing. 

Oct.  20,  1721,  the  town  voted  to  relieve  Thomas 
Durfee  and  George  Winslow,  constables,  of  a  fine 
levied  upon  them  for  their  neglect  or  refusal  to  col- 
lect a  tax  assessed  under  the  title  of  "the  minister's 
rate.*'  For  the  next  quarter  of  a  century  scarcely 
anything  appears  upon  the  public  records  of  Free- 
town concerning  the  support  of  a  gospel  ministry, 
and  it  was  not  until  1747  that  another  minister  was 
settled  in  town,  who,  to  relieve  himself  from  a  repeti- 
tion of  the  troubles  experienced  by  his  predecessors, 
made  a  written  promise  that  was  copied  into  the 
public  record-book  of  the  town,  where  it  still  appears 
in  the  words  following  : 

"  This  instrument,  made  at  Freetown,  in  y«  Oounty  of  Bristol,  and 
ProTlnce  of  y  Massachusetti  Bay,  In  New  England,  this  thirtieth  day 
or  Novmnber  in  y«  year  of  onr  Lonl  Christ  one  thousand  aeTeo  hnn- 
dred  and  forty-seven,  Wltnesaeth  tliat  I,  Silas  Brett,  of  Easton,  in  y 
County  alioTes^,  Preacher  of  y*  Gospel,  and  now  Pastor  Elect  of  Congre- 
gational Church  of  Christ,  in  Freetown  alioTes^,  do  hereby  corenant. 


promfaa,  grant,  and  agree  to  and  with  the  aforesaid  ehnreh,  and  y*  Omi- 
gregatlon  usually  worshipping  with  them,  that  ttom  tha  day  of  my 
Solemn  Separation  to  the  PMtomI  oflloa  in  said  ohorch,  and  for  mkI 
during  y  fnll  term  and  Uma  of  my  Oonttnuanoa  in  that  ofllea,  la  aaid 
church,  I  will  neither  directly  nor  Indirectly  take  adTantagaof  y*  Laws 
of  this  ProTinoe  to  get  a  salary  aatUed  on  me  In  y*  town  of  Vraetown, 
bat  look  for  and  expect  my  aapport  by  tha  fk«t  will  offarlng  of  y 
People. 

**  In  testimony  whereof,  I  hare  subacrlbed  this  loatramant,  to  be  en- 
tered in  y«  Records  of  y*  cbnroh  aboToa',  and  also  in  y*  Records  of  y 
town.  If  it  be  desired.** 

'*  Witoecs  my  hand, 

*'8lUAi  BjlBTT.** 

**  A  tnie  record.    Attest :  AMBBon  BAmnABT, 

•«  3W»  OlsHk.** 

This  course  of  action  was  like  oil  poured  upon  the 
waters,  allaying  strife,  but  failing  to  secure  either  the 
support  or  good  will  of  a  majority  of  the  tax- paying 
inhabitants,  as  the  following  from  the  record  of  a 
town-meeting  held  on  the  18th  day  of  March,  1754, 
most  clearly  serves  to  prove : 

**  Voted  that  those  that  are  disposed  to  repair  the  town^  meeting- 
house, so  as  to  render  it  fit  to  meet  in  for  wonhip,  that  they  may  haTe 
the  liberty  to  repair  the  aald  booee  on  their  own  cost  and  charge,  and 

not  at  the  charge  of  the  town. 

"Abibl  Tbkkt, 

**  IbtoM  OCsrI.** 

Rev.  Silas  Brett  was  a  son  of  Seth  Brett  and  wife, 
Sarah  Alden,  born  in  or  about  the  year  1716.  He 
preached  to  this  church  and  society  in  Freetown 
about  twenty-eight  years.  The  church  was  alwajrs 
small,  as  also  the  congregation,  and  Sabbath  services 
found  in  attendance  but  few  worshipers,  who,  becom- 
ing divided  in  political  sentiment  by  the  troubles 
which  gave  rise  to  the  American  Revolution,  soon 
realized  that  **  a  house  divided  against  itself  cannot 
stand,"  and  the  ministerial  labors  of  Rev.  Silas  Brett 
were  thus  and  then  brought  to  a  close,  and  no  min- 
ister of  this  denomination  was  regularly  settled  in 
town  from  the  close  of  Mr.  Brett's  labors,  in  or  about 
1775,  until  the  engagement  of  Rev.  Joseph  P.  Tyler, 
in  or  near  the  year  1809,  when  a  Congregational 
meeting-house  was  erected  at  Assonet  village,  and  the 
old  meeting-house,  that  had  stood  nearly  a  century  of 
years  just  within  what  is  now  the  most  northerly 
limits  of  Fall  River,  was  demolished.  Three  Calvin- 
istic  Baptist  Ohurches  for  a  time  existed  and  held 
public  worship  in  Freetown.  One  of  these  erected  a 
large  and  commodious  meeting-house  in  the  southerly 
part  of  Assonet  village,  employing  as  their  pastor  the 
Rev.  David  Simmons,  whose  services  were  closed  by 
his  death,  he  being  drowned  while  attempting  to  cross 
the  river. 

He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Philip  Hathaway, 
who  proclaimed  the  doctrines  of  and  preached  to  this 
church  until  1807,  when  the  pastor  and  nearly  all  his 
people  having  become  greatly  liberalized  took  a  "  new 
departure"  from  their  former  faith  and  founded  a  new 
church,  and,  in  imitation  of  the  primitive  brethren 
at  Antioch,  took  upon  themselves  the  name  of 
"Christians."  That  Christian  Church  continued  to 
occupy  the  Calvinistic  Baptist  meeting-house  until 
about  two  years  before  its  demolition,  the  Christian 
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Church  and  Society,  in  1832,  building  a  new  meetiiig- 
houBQ  that  those  bodies  still  continue  to  occupy.  The 
old  meeting-house  was  laben  down  in  1836.  The 
building  of  that  house  wan  probably  commenced  In 
17QS,  but  nae  not  finished  Tor  use  until  1796.  It  was 
neither  lathed  nor  plastered  until  taken  possession  of 
*by  the  Christians,  80  called.  What  waa  known  aa  the 
Becond  Calviniatic  Baptist  Church  in  Freetown  was 
gathered  within  that  section  now  Fall  Itiver.and  U  in 
exislence  still,  and  known  as  the  Fir^t  Baptist  Church 
tn  that  city.  Their  meeting-house  stood  near  the 
pond,  adjacent  to  what  is  now  known  aa  the  "  Nar- 
rows." The  Third  Calviniatic  Baptist  Church  in 
Freetown  was  gathered  in  the  easterly  part,  or  what 
is  called  New  Freetown,  Hev.  Abner  I^wis  was  for 
a  time  the  pastor.  Their  meeting-house  stood  a  little 
east  of  the  village,  and  near  what  is  now  known  na 
the  "County  road."  Four  churches  of  the  Christian 
denomination  have  existed  in  this  t^wn,  three  of 
which  were  gathered  in  Eaal  or  New  Freetown ;  and 
each  church  has  a  comfortable  and  commodious  houae 
for  public  worahip,  ^nd  three  of  the  four  maintain  a 
gospel  ministry.  There  are  novr  six  church  edifices 
in  town,  viz.,  the  Trinitarian  Congregational,  at  Asso- 
net  village,  erected  in  1809,  but  considerably  enlarged 
a  few  years  since;  the  Christian  Chapel,  at  Asaonct 
village,  built  in  1832  ;  the  Friends'  meeting-house,  in 
the  extreme  northerly  part  of  the  town,  erected  in  or 
about  18S2 ;  the  Second  Ohriatian,  at "  Moson'a  Cor- 
rer,"  so  called,  in  East  Freetown,  erected  about  fifty 
years  ago  )  the  Third  Christian,  at  Braley  Four  Cor- 
ners, built  about  forty  years  since;  and  the  Fourth 
Christian,  standing  near  the  line  of  Itochester,  built 
about  twenty-five  years  ago,  and  is  the  only  one  of 
the  six  in  which  public  worahip  ia  not  regularly  main- 
tained. Coercive  measures  for  the  support  of  the 
ministry  in  Freetown  have  long  since  been  abandoned, 
nnd  the  last  attempt  at  anything  pointing  in  that 
direction  which  appears  upon  the  public  records  was 
that  of  a  town-meeting  held  on  the  2d  day  of  De- 
cember, 1805,  and  as  follows: 

mlDiilirbTtlittdttu." 


What  report,  if  any,  was  made  by  that  committee 
ia  not  now  known,  and  the  vote  then  paaaed  appears 
to  have  been  not  only  the  first  but  the  last  done,  said, 
or  written  concerning  the  establishment  of  two  re- 
ligious parishes  in  Freetown. 

Eduoational.— William  Way,  Freetown's  earliest 
minister  of  the  gospel,  was  also  the  earliest  school- 
master, having   been   engaged,  so   saith    the   public 


record,  "to  Educate  and  instruct  Children  in  Read- 
ing and  Righting,"  which  may,  for  aught  we  know, 
have  been  to  teach  the  young  ideas  how  to  shoot  in 
right  or  proper  directions.  Nothing  more  upon  the 
public  record  concerning  achonla  appeara  until  May 
15,  1718,  when  it  was  voted  to  set  up  a  acliool  to  leuru 
children  to  read  and  "right,"  and  "  made  choyce  of 
Jacob  hathaway,  agent  to  seek  for  a  sclioolniasler." 
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Id  1725,  William  Gaige  waa  employed  to  tench 
school  one  year  for  thirty-two  poumlii  and  tii  board 
himself.  In  1726,  1727,  and  1728.  William  Cnswoll 
was  employed  to  teach  school  fur  thirty-eight  pDUndsa 
year  and  board  himself;  and  also  in  1729  his  wages 
were  raised  to  forty  pounds.  Caswell  taught  in  1729 
for  forty  giounda,  and  William  Gaige  in  17^0. 

July  HI,  1727.  The  town  voted  to  erect  two  school- 
houses,  one  of  which  should  be  eighteen  feet  long  and 
fourteen  feet  wide. 

Nov,  2,  1783.  "  Voted  the  sum  of  fitly  pounds  t« 
Mr.  Israel  Nichols'  to  keep  school  insaid  towu, always 
excepting  Satunlay,  every  week." 

1768.  Voted  Mr.  James  Ward  aixty-aix  pounds  lo 
keep  school  one  year,  and  aold  two  schoul-lioiisoa  at 
public  auction,  one  for  five  dollani  and  the  other  for 
two  dolUra.  Dec.  17,  1744,  Jamea  Moade  was  tlis- 
miased  from  further  service  as  the  town's  school  muster. 
Nov.  13,  1745,  the  town  made  choice  of  Bhudrueh 
Unthaway  to  keep  school  for  one  year.  Tradition 
suith  Shadruch  Hathaway  waa  a  graduate  of  aome 
college.  The  inscription  on  his  tombstone  stales 
that  he  died  Dec.  3,  1741),  in  the  thirty-third  year  of 
hiaoge,  and  therefore  must  have  been  born  in  or  near 
the  year  I71G.  He  was  buried  on  the  farm  now  owned 
and  occupied  hy  Daniel  Macombcr.  The  town  in 
1746  purchased  of  Ephruim  Tisdale  a  new  school- 
house,  together  with  the  land  upon  which  it  stood,  for 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  old  tenor. 

Samuel  Forman,  George  Winslow,  Stephen  Chace, 
and  Joshua  Boomer  were  the  town's  committee  thai 


contrnc[«<l  with  Ephrnini  Tisdale  for  tbc  building  of 
that  liDiiRe-and  parclinse  of  tlie  land.  It  was  agieed 
tliat  Tiedale  iiliould  also  furnish  convenicnL  scatH  and 
tnble!!,  and  that  the  house  should  be  ','  fuiiiihed  to  j' 
tttrning  of  a  key."  That  hnnse  Btoml  upon  the  ppot 
now  ocFUpied  by  the  building  recently  owned  by 
Joshua  Shove,  Inte  of  Freetown,  deceased,  and 
wherein  he  kept  the  poat-uHlcc.  Thnt  school-house 
remained  nbout  tn-enty-seven  years,  when,  from  well 
authenticated  tradition,  we  lenrn  that  it  was  acci- 
dontnlly  destroyed  by  fire.  The  town  also  in  174G 
voted  to  add  twelve  feet  to  the  length  of  what  was 
tlien  the  middle  school  lionflc,  and  also  to  provide 
siiid  liouac  ivith  n  good  chimney.  It  is  doubtful 
nhcthcr  that  vote  was  put  into  effect,  as  on  the  (!l1i  day 
of  May,  1748,  the  town  "  voted  to  bnild  a  new  school- 
house  of  twenty-four  feet  in  length  and  twenty  foet 
wide,  upon  the  town  land  in  the  centre  of  the  town, 
near  or  upon  the  spot  on  which  the  old  school-house 
stands."  This  town  land,  so  called,  was  that  upon 
which  the  town  erected  a  meeting-house  some  time 
between  the  years  1710  and  1716.  It  lies  just  within 
the  most  northern  limitsof  Fall  River.  Jan.  17, 1760. 
—■'Voted,  that  Joseph  BriBhtman,  Jr.,  should  lake 
care  to  mend  that  school-house  at  y"  south  end  of  a' 
town  upon  y"  town  charge,  and  bring  in  his  acconnt 
for  allowance  at  our  next  March  meeting."  Jan.  7, 
17I>C.— "The  town  voted  to  dismiss  the  former  com- 
mittee that  were  chose  to  huild  the  middle  school' 
house,  and  then  made  choice  of  Nathan  Simmons  to 
flnisli  s*  house,"  This  vote  of  the  town,  altliough  not 
complimentary  to  the  committee,  could  not  justly  be 
characterized  as  hastj-,  for  nearly  seven  years  had 
passed  since  the  town  voted  to  bnild  the  house,  and 
the  work  in  charge  of  that  committee  still  remained 
incomplete,  and  the  prospect  probably  was  that,  afler 
beinp;  forgiven  for  their  delay  seven  times,  they  would 
need  to  be  for  seventy  and  seven. 


Bnir  >nil  Hirt,  uid  aHUid  within,  uid  a  brick  eblnnv-' 
»  AgiTHl  Hint  Uiaf  ilimll  inn  >,{  put «(  tl»  ichinl  for  th*  fnlon." 

That  school-house  whs  probably  located  at  or  near 
what  is  now  known  as  Mason's  Corner.  Freetown  at 
that  date  embraced  vrhat  in  1803  became  Fall  River, 
and  from  the  voto  passed  March  15,  1703,  it  may  be 
quite  reasonably  inferred  that  the  inhabitants  of  East 
or  New  Freetown  then  efjualed  only  one-eighth  part 
of  the  entire  population  of  the  town. 


Most  of  this  labor  in  teaching  school  had  doubt- 
less been  performed  in  1768,  as  in  November,  1769, 
the  town  made  choice  of  "  an  agent  to  answer  apre- 


aentment  of  the  grand  jury  w.  ■•  town,  because  they 
were  destitute  of  a  schoolinMt«r,  as  the  law  directs," 


*,  br  kMpInt  >cImoI  hnin 
id  ■  half  In  T>  niddl*  of  tha 
■nnat,  thi  nm  oT  U  poand* 


■klllln 


wnk  for  bl>  board." 


Shadrach  Winslow  wu  a  son  of  Lieut. -Col.  James 
Winslow,  of  Freetown,  and  wife.  Charity  Hodges, 
and  born  Dec.  17,  IIW.  Me  was  a  graduate  of  Yftle 
College,  studied  medicine,  and  settled  for  practice  in 
Foxborough,  Thetowii,oii  lbel7thday  of  Msy,177S. 
voted  to  build  a  school-house  at  Assonet  village,  and 
locate  it  upon  the  spot  occupied  by  the  school-bouse 
erected  in  174G,  that  hadthen,  probably,  recently 
been  burned. 


w  Ufiv  of  r  bMiII*  Khoal- 


That  school-house  remained  Id  the  possession  of 
the  town  until  Aug.  7, 1809,  when  disposed  of  at  pub- 
lic auction  for  the  sum  of  forty  dollan.  Joshna 
Howard  Brett,  the  town's  schoolmaster,  was  a  son  of 
the  Rev.  Silos  Brett,  and  bom  June  29, 1761,  united 
in  marriage  with  Annie  Dunbar,  of  Easton,  April  4, 
1782.  He  studied  medicine,  and  for  a  time  practiced 
ill  Freetown.  He  was  an  assessor  at  Freetown  two 
years,  and  on  the  ISth  of  Uay,  1762,  elected  as  rep- 
resentative to  the  General  Court. 


The  bills  that  year  paid  fortheaupportofthe  poor 
appear  to  have  amouiit«d  to  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
and  sixteen  dollars. 


■■Aiigiin,nM.  Votl^^l,^ 


la  p«t  thfl  poor  « 


Dec.  9,  1791.  The  town  of  Freefewn  was  divided 
into  seven  school  districts,  when  it  was  decided  that 
the  size  of  each  school-honse  built  or  to  be  built, 
together  with  the  number  of  Gunilies  in  each  district, 
should  be  as  follows : 


..  H  lata 
.  M  njm 
.  M    brio 

::  sxgsx 


Districts  Nos.  1  and  7  were  in  what  afterwards  be* 
came  Fall  Rirer;  District  No.  4  at  Aaeonet;  District 
No.  6  included  Slab  Bridge,  Quanapang,  and  the 


"Njktli*L  UoKTOir, 


This  lot  of  laud  was  the  Huine  that  the  towu  pur- 
cliiLsed  uf  Ephrniin  Tiadale  in  174ti,  and  wlioroon  he 
built  tlmtyear  for  the  town  a  buhuol-house  thut  tra- 
dition Miilh  wffl£  destroyed  by  fire  some  twenty-iicveu 
yean  later.  Copt.  George  Cbaie  aa  un  ugenl  of  tlio 
town  erected  another  suliool -bouse  upon  the  apot  in 
or  neiir  the  year  1773,  which  school-hoUHe,  togolher 
with  the  lot,  was  disposed  of  by  the  town  at  public 
auutioii  Aug.  7,  1809.  In  1809  the  town  voted  to 
ruise  iukI  uppropriute  four  buiidred  and  liny-Beveii 
dollars  uiid  ninety-one  cents  for  the  support  of  public 
school,  uud  this  wan  repealed  iu  1810. 

"  April  IV,  IBI4,  Vutnl,  llAl  Oipt.  J,  lMni>E>,  HiO.  JuHpli  Wwtu, 
Ciipt  BoUhuiIii  M.  Lawlun,  Ur.  KduuQil  I'aliu,  Ciqil.  LynJa  ItaUi*- 
w.y,J»b  Kiinmi,  IU<i..  IXuuu  Abnliuii  Aikl.j.in.l  Mc.  Joil>L  D* 
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■ebooli  In  t)i«  old  part  of  the  town.  Job  Morton,  Ew].,  William  BoaoM- 
tI11«,  Biq.,  and  Malaohl  Whit*  for  Mew  Freetown. 

"WiLUAM  Tbatt,  Tnm  CkrhJ* 

Mr.  Hercules  Cushman  was  a  lawyer  then  recently 
come  to  practice  in  town,  and  representative  for  several 
years  to  the  General  Court.  In  1821  he  was  made  col- 
onel of  a  regiment,  and  in  1822  elected  a  member  of  the 
Governor's  Council.  Maj.  Joseph  Weaver  was  a  son 
of  Col.  Benjamin  Weaver  and  wife,  Amy  Brownell.  He 
was  commissioned  captain  in  1811,  promoted  to  major 
in  1812,  and  died  in  December,  1814.  Robert  8tro- 
bridge  was  elected  four  times  to  the  General  Court, 
and  he  was  }>ostniaster  at  Assonet  village  from  1817 
until  his  death,  July  28,  1822.  Job  Morton,  Esq., 
was  elected  to  the  General  Court  eleven  years,  and 
William  Rounseville,  Esq.,  elected  to  the  same  posi- 
tion ten  years  in  succession.  A  committee  appointed 
to  regulate  the  school  districts  in  Freetown,  on  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1820,  reported  as  follows : 


u 


u 


u 


«l 


**  District  No.  1  and  2, 40  fttmiliee,  enUtled  to  153.08 
M         ««  3,22        **  "        "    20.73 

a         II  4^24        "  "        •'    32.43 

"         «  5,34        •«  M        «    45  90 

u         u  6,87        "  "        ••    49.94 

«•         «•  7,38        "  MM    5128 

•*  8,18        "  "        ••    16.26 

"  9,19        "  ••        «    25.67 

••  10,13        ••  "        "    17.01 

••  11,18        ••  MM    24;»3 

M  12,13        "  "        "    48Ji4 

"         **  13,46        "  MM    02.06 

**BB]iJAMiir  Wbavib, 
"Job  Tbbrt, 
*  "SiLAi  Tkkkt, 

*'  Bakl  Sampson,  Cbmmiffec. 
"  WiLUAM  Pbatt,  Toum  Clerk.** 

The  custom  of  electing  a  general  school  committee 
annually  was  commenced  in  Freetown,  April  14, 
1827,  that  committee  for  ten  years  being  made  to 
consist  of  live  persons,  when  it  was  reduced  to  three 
persons.  For  something  more  than  twenty  years 
the  school  committee  have  been  chosen  to  serve 
three  years,  one  of  the  three  members  being  elected 
each  year. 

Formerly  each  school  district  owned  the  school- 
house  used  by  such  district,  but  now  all  the  school- 
houses  are  owned  by  the  town. 

There  are  now  seven  school-houses  in  town,  viz. : 
three  in  Old  or  West  Freetown  and  four  in  New  or 
East  Freetown. 

Water  Privileges  and  Mannfaotories.— The  first 

dam  across  Assonet  River  was  probably  that  upon 
which  Thomas  Winslow's  grist-mill  now  stands,  and 
was  constructed  in  or  about  the  year  1696.  The 
water  at  that  point  appears  to  have  at  first  been  ntil-. 
ized  to  carry  a  saw-mill,  to  which  was  subsequently 
added  a  fulling-mill,  grist-mill,  and  machinery  for 
carding  wool.  The  second  was  that  which  still  con- 
tinues to  be  called  the  "  forge  dam,"  although  no 
forge  has  been  in  operation  there  for  more  than  half 
a  century.  This  dam  was  erected  in  or  near  the  year 
1704,  and  was  built  expressly  for  a  forge  where  iron 


'ore  dug  in  the  vicinity  was  for  nearly  a  century 
wrought  into  iron  bars.  Succeeding  the  forge  was  a 
grist-mill,  a  manufactory  of  cutlery,  and  a  nail-factory, 
all  of  which  have  now  ceased  to  operate,  and  the  valu- 
able privilege  for  several  years  has  been  lying  idle. 

The  third  dam  was  that  at  Assonet  village,  built 
near  the  year  1710,  and  a  grist-mill  located  thereon, 
added  to  which  is  now  operated  a  saw-mill,  box- 
board  and  shingle  mill.  Indian  com  has  here  been 
ground  probably  every  year  for  nearly  or  quite  one 
hundred  and  seventy- five  years,  and  boards  and  tim- 
bers sawed  for  more  than  a  century.  The  box-board 
and  shingle  saws  have  recently  been  added.  Still 
higher  up  the  stream  than  the  "  forge  dam,"  and  a 
little  below  what  is  known  as  the  "Howland  saw- 
mill," tradition  saith  that  Philip  Rounsevill  put  up 
a  dam,  some  traces  of  which  still  remain.  He  prob- 
ably erected  and  for  a  time  operated  a  saw-mill 
thereon. 

The  fifth  dam  was  probably  that  whereon  the 
bleachery  of  Henry  Winslow  and  Bradford  Q.  Por- 
ter now  stands.  The  water  at  that  place  was  for  many 
years  used  to  carry  a  grist-mill  and  a  trip-hammer, 
and  for  a  few  years  a  nail-factory. 

Many  years  since  a  dam  was  built  and  a  saw-mill 
erected  thereon,  the  slabs  sawn  from  the  logs  being 
used  first  to  build  and  afterwards  to  repair  a  bridge 
that  stood  a  little  below  the  dam,  which  circumstances 
caused  the  bridge  to  acquire  the  name  of  the  materials 
of  which  it  was  principally  constructed  and  main- 
tained, and  the  locality  to  receive  the  still  familiar 
name  of  "Slab  Bridge."  No  mill  is  operated  there 
at  the  present  time. 

Next  probably  in  date  of  construction  was  the  dam 
upon  which  the  Howland  saw-mill,  so  called,  stands, 
and  where  probably  the  water-power  has  never  been 
utilized  save  to  saw  timber  and  boards  with  the  old- 
fashioned  "up  and  down  saw."  Whether  a  little  afler 
or  a  little  before  the  Slab  Bridge  dam  this  of  the  How- 
land  saw-mill  was  built  it  is  not  now  easy,  if,  in  fact, 
possible,  to  determine.  The  dam  near  the  residence 
of  Joseph  R.  Dunham  is  probably  of  a  more  modem 
constraction.  Here  has  been  operated  a  saw-mill  and 
a  shingle-mill,  now  used  to  saw  box-boards.  The 
dam  near  Maple-tree  Bridge  was  erected  in  or  about 
1827,  and  for  several  years  the  water-power  used  to 
carry  a  grist-mill,  now  used  for  a  box-board  and 
shingle-mill. 

Upon  the  falls  of  Quequechan,  or  Fall  River,  Ben- 
jamin Church,,  the  renowned  Indian  hunter,  had  mills 
of  some  kind  that  commenced  to  be  operated  in  or 
about  the  year  1702.  Doubtless  one  of  these  was  a 
saw-mill,  and  probably  to  this  was  added  a  grist-mill, 
and  before  that  section,  now  Fall  River,  was  set  off 
from  Freetown  the  water  at  that  point  may  perhaps 
have  been  utilized  for  some  other  purposes,  though 
not  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods.  A  small 
stream,  known  as  "Mill  Brook,"  that  empties  itself 
into  Assonet  River  through  what  is  usually  known  as 
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"Payne'i  Cove,"  ctkme  into  early  use  as  &  motive- 
power.  At  a  locality  knowu  as  the  "  Baker  Place"  it 
dam  was  erected  across  this  Mill  Brook,  and  mills  of 
some  kind  operated  tliereon  more  than  a  century  and 
a  quarter  ago.  A  saw-mill  built  thereon  nearly  a 
hundred  years  ago  lias  been  in  active  operation  since 
the  memory  of  many  now  living.  Higher  up  the 
stream,  and  withia  the  present  limits  of  Fall  River, 
at  what  ia  sometimee  called  the  "  Wardell  Neighbor- 
hood," is  a  dam  on  which  for  mfiny  years  has  been 
operated  a  aaw-miii.  I>oner  down  npon  this  stream, 
near  the  head  of  Payne's  Cove,  receiving  also  the 
waters  of  another  brook,  was  many  years  since  ereetc<l 
A  dam,  on  which  were  operated  a  sHw-mill  and  a  grist- 
mill and  afterwards  a  small  foundry  and  next  ableach- 
ery,  and  it  is  that  upon  which  uow  stands  the  Crystal 
Bpriiig  Bleachery,  bo  called.  Upon  the  brook  just 
named  many  years  ago  was  erected  a  dam,  so  long 
since  that  neither  records  nor  tradition  define  the 
date  of  its  construction.  Here  was  probably  oper- 
ated a  saw-mill,  and  for  many  years  it  remained  in 
utter  disuse.  In  1829  n  cupola  furnace  was  erected 
thereon,  afterward  used  for  the  pur|ioees  of  a  bleach- 
ery,  and  finally  accidentally  burned,  and  this  Jam  has 
recently  been  removed  to  give  place  to  the  erection  of 
a  reservoir  for  the  "  Crystal  Spring  Bleachery." 

Upon  what  was  called  "  Fall  Drook,"  a  stream  in 
the  east  part  of  Freetown  that  diaeliarges  itself  into 
the  Long  Pond,  so  called,  was  erected  in  or  near  the 
year  1784  a  bltai  furnace,  where  iron  ore  was  not  only 
smelted  but  also  manufactured  into  what  then  went 
under  the  general  uvi,m6oi hoUow-ware.  Thooriginal 
projectors  of  this  enterprise  were  Capt.  Levi  Itounse- 
vill,  Philip  Itounsevill,  and  Capt.  Abraham  Morton, 
of  East  Freetown;  Oapl.  Job  Peirce  and  Joseph 
Leonard  (2d),  of  Middleborougb ;  and  Beth  Keith, 
of  Bridgewater,  Capt.  Levi  Bounaevill,  Capt,  Job 
Peirce,  and  Beth  Keith  owned  a  quarter  interest  each, 
and  Philip  Rounsevill,  Capt.  Abraham  Morton,  and 
Joseph  Leonard  {2d)  owned  the  other  quarter,  or  one- 
twelftb  part  each.  Fuel  in  East  Freetown  woods  was 
then  abundant  and  readily  and  cheaply  obtained,  and 
much  of  the  iron  ore  waa  taken  from  Asaawamset 
Pond,  in  Middleborough.  The  small  village  that  as  a 
consequence  thus  grew  up  near  by  came,  as  naturally 
it  would,  to  be  called  the  "  F\imace  Village"  or  "  Fur- 
naae  Neighborhood,"  which  names  still  serve  to  desig- 
nate the  locality  and  are  in  familiar  use,  although  tlie 
furnace,  either  us  a  bfail  or  cupola,  has  lung  since 
ceaiicd  to  operate,  A  few  years  after  its  erection  this 
furnace  came  to  be  owned  almost  eiclusively  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Rounsevill  family,  and  hence  came  to  be 
called  the  "  Rounsevill  Furnace." 

In  1811,  James  Alger,  of  Bridgewater,  Gen.  Crom- 
well Washburn,  of  Taunton,  and  Col,  Salmon  Fobes, 
of  Bridgewater,  purchased  three-fourths  of  this  fur- 
nace, and  in  1814,  Junies  Alger hought  the  remaining 
nunrter,  Gen.  Washburn  at  the  same  time  dis)H>sing 
of  Jjifl  ebare  to  Alger  &  Fobea.    Nayum  Alger,  of 


Bridgewater,  and  aftenvards  of  Freetown,  became 
agent  and  manager,  and  the  firm  of  Alger  &  Fobes 
also,  besides  carrying  on  the  furnace,  run  two  saw- 
mills and  a  grist-mill,  a  blacksmith -shop,  and  a  coun- 
try store,  and  thus  furnishing  employment  for  some 
fifty  men.  In  1818  this  property  changed  owners, 
being  principally,  if  not,  in  fact,  wholly  purchased  by 
Samuel  Slater,  David  Wilkinson,  and  Charles  Dyer, 
of  Providence,  and  Benjuuiin  Dyer,  of  Cranston,  R,  I., 
und  these  parties  took  upon  themselves  the  name  of 
"  Providence  Foundry  Company,"  employing  Capt. 
Calvin  Thomas,  of  Pembroke,  as  superintendent,  who 
ulso  became  a  part  owner.  The  old  blast  furnace  was 
tlieu  or  soon  after  demolished,  and  Its  place  xupplicil 
by  a  cupola  furnace,  and  the  smelting  of  iron  ore 
taken  from  the  Aasawamset  Pond  and  other  places 
adjacent  abandoned,  the  iron  used  being  purchased 
in  "  pigs,"  brought  from  New  Jersey  to  Assnnet  per 
water  carriage,  und  from  thence  tranfiported  by  ox- 
teams  to  East  Freetown.  Succeeding  this  furnace 
business  ut  this  water  privilege  was  a  sash-,  diwr-,  and 
blind-factory  that  has  not  been  in  operation  fur  sev- 
em!  years,  and  the  motive-power  ia  now  ntiliied  to 

Higher  up  this  stream  and  near  the  railroad  de|iol 
is  an  ancient  dam,  whereon  formerly  stood  a  aaw-mill, 
but  now  left  unoccupied,  and  ut  a  point  still  higher, 
at  a  place  known  as  Goshem,  are  traces  of  a  niill- 
dam,  wherein  doubtless  once  were  to  be  heard  the 
sounds,  echoes,  and  re-echoes  of  busy  life,  and  tbo 
cheering  hum  of.  industry,  hut  'now  left  silent  as  llic 
grave. 

Proceeding  still  higher  up  the  stream  we  come  first 
to  Jonathan  B.  Gurney's,  and  hist  to  Paul  M. 
Burns'  mlil-danis,  at  both  of  which  places  large 
quantities  of  box-boards  are  annually  sawn. 

The  lowest  dam  upon  this  East  Freetown  stream  is 
that  near  the  stone  bridge,  und  whereon  is  a  box- 
board  mill  and  a  grist-mill,  owned  and  operated  by 
Capt.  Marcus  M.  Rounsevill  and  G.  S.  Allen. 

Physicians.— Dr.  Richard  Winslow  was  one  of  the 
enrlieat,  and  perhaps' the  fint,  medical  practitioner 
who  settled  in  Freetown.  He  was  a  son  of  Lieut.  Job 
Winslow,  of  Swansea,  and  afterwards  of  Freetown, 
who  resided  in  Freetown  until  his  death,  July  14, 
1720.  Dr,  Richard  Winslow  appears  to  have  left 
Freetown  and  removed  to  I^/cicestcr.  His  will  bore 
date  of  Aug.  7, 1727,  and  was  proved  in  Probate  Court 
April  16,  1728, 

Dr.  John  Turner  resided  in  that  part  of  Freetown 
which  in  February,  1803,  heuame  Full  River.  His 
former  residence  wns  in  what  is  now  known  us  Bow- 
enville.  He  married  Patience,  a  daughu-r  of  Samuel 
Gardiner,  of  Swansea.  Dr,  Turner  and  wife  were 
umonji  the  original  memhora  of  the  CongregationHl 
Church  gathered  nt  Freetown  in  1747.  Dr.  Turner 
was  one  of  the  four  pereouH  who  made  to  thm  church 
the  gift  of  u  farm  tor  a  parsonage. 

Dr.  John  Turner,  Jr.,  waa  a  son  of  Dr.  John  Turner 
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and  wife  Patience  Qardiner,  and  born  March  22, 
1748.    He  resided  in  that  part  now  Fall  River. 

Dr.  Shadrach  Winslow  was  a  son  of  Lieut. -Col. 
James  Winslow  and  wife  Charity  Hodges,  and  born 
Dec.  17, 1750.  He  graduated  at  Yale  College.  Prob- 
ably practiced  for  but  a  short  time  in  Freetown,  and 
located  as  a  physician  in  Foxborough.  He  taught 
school  at  Freetown  in  1772. 

Dr.  Joshua  Howard  Brett  was  a  son  of  Rev.  Silas 
Brett,  and  born  June  29,  1751.  Taught  school  at 
Freetown  in  1773.  He  was  elected  representative  to 
the  General  Court  May  18, 1782.  Assessor  two  years, 
viz. :  1785  and  1786. 

Dr.  Cormick  lived  in  a  house  that  occupied  the 
site  of  the  former  residence  of  Philip  J.  Tripp,  late 
of  Freetown,  deceased.  Dr.  Cormick  took  to  wife 
Lois  Chase.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Ammi  Chase. 
Dr.  Cormick  did  not  practice  long  in  Freetown. 

Dr.  Jesse  Bullock  was  a  native  of  Rehoboth.  Dr. 
Bullock  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mehitabel  Win- 
slow,  of  Freetown,  Oct.  1, 1765.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Lieut.-Col.  James  Winslow,  and  born  April  22, 
1739.  She  died  July  21,  1827.  Dr.  Bullock  died 
Dec.  31,  1805,  in  the  sixty-fiflh  year  of  his  age.  At 
the  commencement  of  the  war  of  American  Revolu- 
tion Dr.  Bullock  was  one  of  the  leading  Tories  at 
Freetown.  He  lived  in  the  house  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  Mrs.  James  Wetherill. 

Dr.  William  Carpenter  was  a  native  of  Rehoboth, 
and  a  nephew  of  Dr.  Jesse  Bullock.  He  owned  and 
occupied  the  next  house  northerly  of  the  Dr.  Bullock 
place. 

Dr.  Nicholas  Hatheway  was  born  Saturday,  Dec. 
4, 1773;  practiced  medicine  at  Freetown  nearly  twenty 
years;  removed  to  the  State  of  Ohio  in  1817.  He 
died  at  Milford,  in  Union  County,  Ohio,  Aug.  24, 
1848.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1800  he  opened 
in  Freetown  a  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  small- 
pox, and  treated  so  successfully  as  not  to  lose  a 
patient. 

Dr.  Seth  P.  Williams  was  a  native  of  Dighton. 
He  commenced  practice  at  Freetown  in  or  about  1817, 
and  continued  it  through  life. 

Dr.  Thomas  Bump  was  a  native  of  Middleborough. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  Brown  University,  at  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  and  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Arad 
Thompson,  of  Middleborough,  and  settled  for  prac- 
tice at  Freetown  in  or  near  1817.  He  was  town  clerk 
of  Freetown,  selectman,  and  a  representative  to  the 
Qeneral  Court  Practiced  medicine  at  Freetown  nearly 
sixty  years ;  was  regarded  as  eminently  skillful  in  his 
profession. 

Dr.  Oliver  Cushing  practiced  for  a  brief  period  in 
this  town. 

Dr.  Bradford  Braley  was  a  native  of  Freetown.  He 
commenced  first  as  a  nurse  of  the  sick  during  the 
prevalence  of  a  fearful  epidemic  that  prevailed  ex- 
tensively in  1816,  called  the  "  cold  plague."  He  ere 
long  came  to  practice  as  a  physician,  in  which  he 


continued  until  his  death,  Feb.  7, 1878,  when,  being 
on  his  way  to  visit  a  patient,  a  breaking  of  his  car- 
riage caused  him  to  fall,  resulting  in  instant  death. 
He  had  practiced  the  healing  art  about  fifty-six  years. 
He  was  twice  elected  as  a  member  of  the  General 
Court 

Dr.  Seth  Pratt  came  to  Freetown  from  Mynckvllle, 
then  in  £^t  Taunton  (now  Berkley).  He  had  an  office 
in  Assonet  village,  practiced  in  this  town  and  vicinity 
about  three  years,  when  his  health  became  impaired, 
and  he  died  in  1836. 

Dr.  Barnaby  W.  Hathaway  was  a  native  of  Free- 
town. He  was  a  son  of  John  Hathaway  and  wife 
Betsey  Winslow,  and  born  Nov.  11, 1812.  He  studied 
medicine  with  Dr.  Seth  Pratt,  and  commenced  prac- 
tice in  Freetown,  and  a  few  years  later  removed  to 
Fall  River,  and  from  thence  to  California,  where  he 
died. 

Dr.  Thomas  C.  Nichols  was  a  native  of  Freetown. 
He  was  a  son  of  John  Nichols  and  wife  Margaret 
Winslow,  and  born  Nov.  9, 1819.  He  practiced  medi- 
cine at  Freetown  several  years,  and  relinquishing  that 
went  into  the  manufacture  of  sporting  goods.  Was 
town  clerk  of  Freetown  ten  years,  and  twice  elected 
as  a  representative  to  the  General  Court.    He  died. 

Dr.  Henry  H.  Sproat  is  a  native  of  Middleborough, 
son  of  Capt  Earl  Sproat 

Town  Clerks  of  Freetown.— For  several  years 
after  Freetown  was  incorporated  no  public  records 
appear  to  have  been  kept,  or,  if  kept,  have  failed  to 
be  preserved ;  and  in  what  were  kept  it  is  difficult,  if 
not  indeed  impossible,  to  determine  how  long  some  of 
the  earliest  clerks  served. 

Llent.  Samuel  Gardiner,  1688 ;  Llaat  Job  Winslow ;  Jothiia  TMale, 
March  30, 1808,  fonr  joan;  Thoniai  King,  March  XO,  1700,  one  jmr; 
John  R«6d,  Jr.,  March  31, 1701,  flflaen  years;  Lleat  Robert  Dnrfee, 
Blarch  20,  1718,  one  year;  John  Reed,  March  25, 1717,  two  years; 
JonaUian  Dodson,  March  26, 1710,  one  year ;  John  Reed,  Mareh  80, 
1720,  eighteen  years ;  Llent.  Joeeph  Reed,  March,  1738,seTeB  years; 
Gapt  Ambroee  Unrnaby,  March  4, 174A,Bix  years;  MaJ.  Abfel  Terry, 
May  90,  1781,  tweWe  years;  Ospt.  Ambrose  Barnaby,  Mareh  31, 
1783,  four  years :  Zeliadee  Terry,  March  16,  1767,  eight  years ; 
Samuel  Harnaby,  March  8, 1776, Ave  years;  IJeut  Philip HaUiaway, 
Jr.,  July  10,  178C\  eight  years ;  Ephralm  Winslow,  April  7,  17e8, 
aeven  years;  Lieut.  William  Ennis,  Mareh  23, 1796,  Ave  years;  Ben- 
jamin Porter,  Jr.,  April  7, 180 ',  one  year;  Kbeneier  Peirce,  April  8, 
1801,  one  year;  Oapt.  Job  Pierce,  Jr.,  April  6, 1802,  one  year;  Kben- 
exer  Peirce,  April  4, 1803,  three  years  ;  Lieut.  William  Pratt,  April 
7, 1800,  eighteen  years;  Dr.  Tliomas  Bonip,  April  6, 1824,  two  yeant ; 
James  Taylor,  April  3,  1826,  one  year;  John  T.  Lawtoo,  April  2, 
1827,  two  years;  Ephralm  Atwood,  April  8, 1820,  three  years;  Dr. 
Tliomas  Bnmp,  March  6, 1832,  three  years;  Ool.  Ephralm  Winslow, 
March  2, 18:16,  two  years;  Alden  Hathaway, Jr., March  6, 1837,  three 
years;  IMtIs  J.  Barrows,  March  2,  1840,  two'  years;  Joeeph  B. 
WeaTer,  Esq.,  March  7, 1842,  seven  years ;  Dr.  Thomas  O.  Nichols, 
Not.  7, 1848,  ten  years;  8.  T.  Richmond,  March  14, 1860,  four  years; 
George  W.  Hall,  March,  18G3,  one  year;  D.  0.  U.  Hathaway,  March, 
1884,  two  years;  Humphrey  A.  Francis,  March,  1876,  four  years; 
Palo  Alto  Peirce,  Esq.,  March  31, 1879. 

TOWN  TRBASURERa 

Lieut.  Samuel  Gardiner,  May  12,  1090;  Lieut  Joslah  Wlneluw,  Marvh 
28, 1704;  Llent.  Thomas  Terry,  March  17, 1713,  seven  years;  Wil- 
liam Winslow,  March  29, 1720,  eight  years ;  George  Winslow,  March 
4, 1728,  twenty.one  years;  Philip  Hathaway,  Mareh  20, 1740,  thrve 
years;  George  Chase,  October,  1762,  two  yaan;  John  Winalow, 
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Manli  IB,  ITM,  out  jHr;  Uiut.  Junti  WlulDw,  No'.  ID,  III 
NiUuD  BltmiHiu,  Uiicb  tl,  llca,  lln  tttn;  Wllllin  Wlulo 
lUnh  II.  l7IU,(;jiir  Twrti  LltuL  JoDUk»  Bwd,  Utrib  (.  IT 

Hub  BhiI,  Manli.  t)«t, two  }mn:  Onr(s  Biifhlinitii, Ew|.,  Hrtri 
17B9,t<ru  mm  LIxit.  Philip  ilWbowiy,  Jr.  Msrch.nu.DDirx 

April  1,  nw,  two  T«n;  Dirlu*  01ih«,  April  I.  ITKl,  o 


1.  April 


l.oj.ir 


Wiitir,  April  S.IUI.aliblHDj'Hni  HubartPunv,  April  6, 
lburT«n;I.i*otFbtIlpl<.HtIh>wiiy.Aprin,lSQ,ai»<rHr;a<»r(« 
Plck«i»,  April  t,  1M4,  two  >«>nj  Jgnpli  UurlH,  Jr^  April  S.  IKG. 

B.  WMiar,  April  i,im,lbi 


t.  Srlm 


>P^Q*, 


Twr>;B>n]iiii]laDurt,  Jr.,8(pl.  St,lHt,lvaxHni  Winiun  I'nII 
(Id),  (Urch  MB44,oi»;Hr:  Maj.  IU»i»ui  W.  Polru,  Hurck  3. 
IMS,  una  jtiu;  OldKn  P.  HithaviT,  Uarcli  «.  1MB.  ens  frar; 
Qiillronl  Iliithiwiir,  Kuth  19,  IMI.  fburiHA  ywn;  Jolm  D.  Wll- 
■on,  Hircb  10.  IBSI,  out  )Hr;  JornM  Biin,  Harcb.  IBIB,  lhr» 
Tun:aulifunIlliiUiiwi>,U(rcb20,lHS,Ui»>xi>>n;I>r.Tbuiuu 
a.  NlehiiU.Hiji:h3a.lBIU,liruysmn;  OuUftinl  Udliiwir,  Harcb, 
l«o,  ar>  yMn;  QrorgB  W.  Hill,  llntrb,  1*76,  two  iun ;  U«1i  P. 
Fliilllpi,  U>n:li,  1877.  (WO  Jon;  Htlhsu  W.  Dirli.  M*nb  31.  inn. 

BuTVWH,  April  lU.  1982. 

PoitmaBters. — There  ure  two  poat-olfices  in  Free- 
town, ooe  at  Aasonet  villHge,  in  the  old  or  west  part 
of  the  town,  and  the  other  in  the  "  Furnace  village," 
■io  called,  in  East  Freetown. 

The  names  of  postmaaterB  of  the  office  at  Aaaonet 
and  terms  of  service  are  aa  follows: 


811-1; 


itabirt  SlroUrldi^  lBn-2£ ;  Qhi 


The  office  at  Boat  Freetown  was  diBcoiitinuod  in  or 
about  1822,  and  te- established  id  18G3,  Poatmaatera 
Bobert  Strobridge  and  Ainos  Braley  died  while  hold- 
ing the  ofiicc. 

Freetown  gentlemen  who  have  been  membera  of  the 
Governor's  Council,  with  dates  of  election  and  terniH 
of  service : 

Thomu  DiirfH.  •Iacl»l  IT    ,  Hrrid  THn;  Ilitculu  CuiliiDtii, 


11 

uaiu  0 

—Thomu  Dnr 

«,  .1. 

C1t> 

Ij 

■mil  Uort 

n,  (iMtHl  IMH, 

»t.<»l 

KliuUiiin  P.  Eblbiw 

v.  *i«ua 

M3,  MrVKl  „,. 

Tripp,. 

«Udl87[>.»r 

1«d  OU<  JH 

Ch 

F  Conmi  Co 

BtCOD, 

an-ao. 

Ci. 

[UTI  Dognn.— Job  Harto 

n,  .ppolnled  In 

T  OofmiiDTlo 

HtlBN.— Samua 

I'/ 

rUBurdw 

Nulbi 

u.n,  Burt  Tamlman,  Oc 

1.  10,  isai 

ElullbiD  P.  IIiUhw 

J. 

M..t 

The  first  convention  was  called  to  form  a  State  on- 
etiiution,  the  second  to  ratify  the  Federal  constitution, 
the  third  and  fourth  for  revising  the  Stale  conutitu- 

U,  ELniiiDOK  TiNKHAH  in  1861  tendered  his  ser- 
vices to  tiie  goverument,  and  was  appointed  acting 
muster's  mate  Dec.  12,  1861,  and  was  ordered  to  re- 
port daily  on  board  United  States  ship  "Ohio"  for 
instruction  in  gunnery.    Feb.  8, 1862,  in  obedience 


to  orders,  reported  for  duty  on  board  United  Stal«a 
gunboat  "Kennebec,"  and  joined  the  We«t  Qulf 
Squadron,  Admiral  D.  O.  Farragut  coinmnnding. 
In  1863  was  promoted  to  ucting  ensign.  While  in 
Farragut's  squadron  took  part  in  the  following  en- 
gagcmenta;  Fort  Jackson  and  8t.  Philip.  Balon 
Rouge,  Vicksburg,  Port  Hudson,  and  Mobile.  At 
the  latter  place  was  wounded  by  a  shell  from  the 
rebel  ram  "Tennessee,"  and  invalided  home.  In 
four  months  reported  for  duty,  and  was  ordered  to  the 
UnitedStatessteamer  "Bat,"  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 
Admiral  David  D.  Porter  commanding,  and  took  part 
in  the  figlit  of  Wilmington,  Cnpe  Fear  River;  also 
acted  as  convoy  to  President  Lincnln  during  his  trip 
from  Washinf^Lou  to  Richmond  and  back.  When  the 
"  Bat"  wiis  placed  out  of  commission  was  ordere<l  to 
the  United  States  gunboat  "Seneca"  until  she  waa 
placed  out  of  commission,  when  ho  was  ordered  home 
on  "leave."  He  was  also  iittnched  to  the  United 
Slates  ship  "  Constitution."  to  ussist  in  reniuviitg  the 
naval  academy  U»  Annapolis,  Md.  Alter  the  war 
closed  he  made  a  two  years'  cruise  with  the  West 
India  Squadron,  Admiral  James  S.  Palmer  coniinaiitl- 
ing.and  on  his  return  home  was  honorably  discharged 
with  the  thanks  of  tbe  department,  which  discharge 
beara  date  of  May  13,  1867. 


BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 

QUILFOnD    II.  IIATHAWAY. 

Quilford  H.  Hathaway  is  a  lineal  descendant  on  the 
paternal  side  from  John  Hathaway,  the  descent  being 
as  follows:  John',  John',  Jacob',  Philip*,  Philip',  Ed- 
mund*, Guilford  H.'  On  the  maternal  side  he  ia  de- 
scended from  the  same  original  John  Hathaway, 
through  John',  Jacob',  Meltiah'.  Rev.  Philip*,  Betsey*, 
Guilford  H.' 

Edmund  Hathaway,  futhcr  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Freetown,  Mass.,  Sept.  2ii,  1771,  and  married  Bet- 
sey, daughter  of  Rev.  Philip  and  Abinh  (Ashley) 
Hathaway.  Slie  was  born  Oct.  1 2, 1780,  and  died  OcL 
11,  1873,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years. 
They  had  twelve  children, — ai  v  sons  and  six  daughters, 
—of  whom  Guilford  H.  wua  the  flftli  child.  All  of 
this  large  family  lived  to  attain  tlheir  majority,  and 
six  of  them  are  living  at  this  writing  (1888),  the 
youngest  of  whom  is  flily-olght  years  old. 

Edmund  Hathaway  was  in  his  day  the  mo«t  promi- 
nent business  man  of  his  town.  He  was  largelv  en- 
gaged in  ship-building;  wus  a  merchant  and  ship- 
master, and  carried  on  trade  with  the  West  Indies. 
In  his  varied  business  cutcrpriscs  he  was  quite  suc- 
cessful, and  exerted  a  large  inlluence  not  only  in  the 
town  where  he  resided  but  beyond  its  limits.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  subscribem  to  tbe  stuck  of  the 
Fall  River  Bank,  and  one  of  its  largest  stockholders 
at  the  time  of  bis  death,  which  occurred  Oct.  S,  1832. 
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Guilford  H.  Hathaway  was  born  in  Freetown,  May 
3, 1808.  He  was  reared  amid  the  diversified  business 
operations  carried  on  by  his  father,  and  grew  up  with 
some  practical  knowledge  of  these  various  things. 

Ho  attended  the  common  school,  and  at  sixteen 
went  to  Capt.  Alden  Partridge's  Military  School 
at  Norwich,  Vt.,  and  lefl  when  that  school  was 
transferred  to  Middletown,  Conn.  He  had  among 
others  for  classmates  Governor  Thomas  H.  Seymour, 
of  Connecticut,  Lieutenant-Governor  Cushman,  of 
Massachusetts,  and  Gideon  Welles,  of  Connecticut, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  under  President  Lincoln. 
When  he  was  eighteen  he  began  teaching,  and  taught 
six  consecutive  winters,  chiefly  in  Fall  Uiver  and  in 
his  own  town.  During  this  time  he  spent  his  sum- 
mers with  his  father  in  Freetown. 

About  1830  he  was  engaged  in  merchandising  in 
Freetown,  and  followed  the  business  some  two  years, 
when  he  retired.  He  has  since  been  engaged  in  the 
same  business  as  his  father, — *.«.,  building  vessels, — in 
company  with  others.  He  has  owned  an  interest  in  a 
large  number  of  vessels  and  coaster:^  engaged  in  the 
whaling  trade  and  iti  freighting.  In  1836  he  became 
a  director  in  the  Fall  River  (now  National)  Bank, 
which  position  he  still  retains,  being  the  oldest  living 
director.  He  was  elected  president  of  the  Fall  River 
National  Bank  in  1876,  and  still  holds  the  office.  He 
is  the  oldest  living  member  of  the  Fall  River  Savings- 
Bank,  Board  of  Investment,  and  has  been  a  member 
since  1847. 

Mr.  Hathaway  followed  in  early  life  the  political 
faith  of  his  father,  being  a  Jeffersonian  Democrat, 
and  ciMting  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  Oen,  Jack- 
son, whom  he  much  admired.  Soon  after,  however, 
he  united  with  the  Whigs,  and  so  became  a  Republi- 
can in  1856.  He  was  collector  of  taxes  for  Freetown 
four  years  and  selectman  of  the  town  five  years.  In 
Fall  River  he  was  an  assessor  thirteen  years  and  was 
chairman  of  the  board  during  that  period.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  General  Court  in  1837,  and  county 
commissioner  of  Bristol  County  from  1868  to  1877. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  of  Fall 
River  in  1864  and  1865,  and  of  the  board  of  aldermen 
in  1866  and  1867. 

He  married  Betsey  Wilson,  daughter  of  Edward 
and  Hannah  Wilson,  Nov.  1,  1832.  She  was  born 
Oct.  14,  1814,  and  died  in  Fall  River,  April  9,  1865. 
Their  children  are  (1)  Othalia  W.,  (2)  Abiah,  (8) 
Edmund,  (4)  Edward  W.,  (5)  Edmund  2d,  (6)  Emma 
Florence,  (7)  Charles  G.,  all  deceased  save  Edmund 
2d  and  Emma  Florence. 

Mr.  and  Mre.  Hathaway  were  members  of  the 
Unitarian  Society  of  Fall  River. 

Mr.  Hathaway  was  in  former  days  a  strong  anti- 
slavery  man.  He  is  opposed  to  all  forms  of  slavery, 
an  earnest  advocate  of  temperance  and  other  reforms, 
and  a  believer  in  universal  education.  While  he 
is  cautious  and  economical,  he  is  also  liberal  towards 
all  worthy  objects  and  a  friend  to  the  poor. 
20 


CAPT.  WASHINGTON  RBAD. 

Capt,  Washington  Read  was  born  in  Freetown, 
Bristol  Co.,  Mass.,  July  2,  1813.  He  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Rosamond  (Hathaway)  Read,  and  grand- 
son of  William  Read,  who  was  a  farmer,  and  resided 
in  that  part  of  Freetown  which  is  now  Fall  River. 
John  Read,  father  of  Capt.  Washington,  was  a  sea 
captain,  and  most  of  his  life  was  spent  as  master  of 
vessels  in  the  merchant  service.  For  an  extended 
ancestral  history  of  the  Read  family  both  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe,  see  biography  of  Henry  0. 
Read  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

Capt.  Washington  Read  was  one  of  a  family  of 
eleven  children,  and  his  father,  not  being  in  affluent 
circumstances,  was  unable  to  give  to  all  of  his  chil- 
dren a  liberal  education.  Among  the  number  who 
received  but  limited  advantages  in  that  direction  was 
Washington.  His  life  has  chiefly  been  spent  on  the 
waters.  At  the  early  age  of  nine  years  he  went  as 
cabin-boy  on  board  his  father's  vessel.  At  the  age  of 
thirteen  he  commanded  a  sloop  called  **  Friendship," 
which  plied  between  Fall  River,  Newport,  and  Provi- 
dence. But  it  was  at  the  age  of  fifteen  that  his  life 
as  a  sailor  began  in  earnest.  He  commenced  at  the 
lowest  round  of  the  ladder,  shipping  as  a  sailor  before 
the  mast  with  Capt.  Nathaniel  Briggs,  on  the  "Ann 
Maria,"  plying  between  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Darien. 
He  continued  on  this  vessel  two  years,  then  shipped 
from  Providence,  R.  I.,  with  Capt.  Thomas  Andrews 
on  the  brig  "  Abeona,"  in  the  West  India  trade.  After 
two  years  on  this  vessel  he  shipped  with  the  same 
captain  as  second  mate  on  brig  "  Agenoria,"  engaged 
in  the  European  trade.  He  soon  became  first  mate, 
and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  was  made  master  of 
the  brig  "  Laura."  It  would  be  idle  to  attempt  to 
follow  minutely  his  adventurous  and  constantly- 
changing  career,  but  it  may  be  of  interest  to  note  a 
few  of  the  vessels  he  has  at  different  times  com- 
manded. After  the  "Laura"  he  commanded  the 
"  New  England,"  in  the  New  York  and  West  India 
trade.  Sept.  20,  1826,  he  took  command  of  the 
"Friendship;"  Nov.  27,  1827,  the  "Victory;"  June 
10,  1835,  the  schooner  "Florida;"  Sept.  2, 1835,  the 
brig  "  Laurel ;"  March  27,  1836,  he  took  charge  of 
the  "New  England ;"  July  20, 1838,  the  "  Agenoria." 
In  1840  he  commanded  the  "  Nicholas  Brown,"  and 
afterwards  the  bark  "William  and  James"  in  the 
European  trade.  He  then  for  three  year^  com- 
manded the  "John  P.  Harward."  He  then  had  a 
ship  built  at  Swansea  named  for  his  wife  the  "  Caro- 
line Read."  In  this  vessel,  in  1850,  he  circumnavi- 
gated the  globe.  Starting  from  New  York  he  doubled 
Cape  Horn  to  San  Francisco ;  thence  to  Singapore, 
E.  I. ;  thence  to«Calcuttii ;  then  around  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  to  London ;  from  there  home  to  New  York. 
The  trip  occupied  seventeen  months. 

His  next  vessel  was  the  ship  "  Pride  of  the  Ocean ;" 
in  her  he  made  one  voyage  to  London,  and  sold  her 
there  to  a  London  house  for  use  in  the  Crimean  war. 


306 


HISTORY  OF  BRISTOL  COUNTY,  HAS8ACHUSBTTS. 


ReturniDg  to  New  York  he  built  t}ie  "Belle  of  the 
Ocean,"  and  for  a  while  employed  her  ao  a  packet 
chiedy  between  Pliltadelphia  and  Liverpool.  During 
the  war  of  tbe  American  rebellion  he  sold  her  to  an 
English  house.  He  then  went  to  Hull,  England,  and 
took  charge  of  the  ship  "  Argoaa ;"  sailed  in  her  to 
Caliao,  Peru,  thence  back  to  Hamburg,  thence  to 
Newport,  England,  and  thence  tu  New  York.  Afler 
a  brief  intermiBaion  he  went  to  Falmouth,  EngUud, 
And  again  took  charge  of  the  "  Argusa ;"  took  her  to 
iNazarre,  France,  where  he  euperinteniled  the  repair- 
ing of  her,  then  sent  her  to  San  FranciHCO,  Cal.,  and 
returned  to  New  York.  This  wua  Capt.  Read's  lust 
Toyage,  and  was  in  1874. 

It  is  worth;  of  note  that  in  all  his  extensive  and 
varied  experience  as  commander,  he  uever  Iwat  a  \en- 
Bel,  and  always  returned  in  the  Bamo  sliip  lit'  went 
out  unless  she  was  auld.  Hit  has  never  grounded  or 
put  ashore,  although  he  has  frequently  lost  both  spars 
and  sails.  He  has  rescued  many  survivors  from  nu- 
merous wrecks,  and  has  fre(|uent1y  periled  hia  life  to 
save  that  of  otliers.  On  one  occasion,  after  ho  had 
rescued,  during  a  terrific  gale,  fifty-two  of  the  crew 
of  the  wrecked  ship  "Sea  Nymph"  in  mid-ocean,  and 
in  doing  HO  had  encountered  great  peril,  he  was  called 
Lefore  the  lord  mayor  of  London  to  receive  remuner- 
ation for  his  brave  deed,  as  the  rescued  crew  were 
British  subjects.  Hereceived  high  commendation  from 
the  lord  mayor  on  this  occasion,  and  he  would  have 
received  a  medal  or  badge  of  honor,  only  that  he  was  in 
command  of  an  American  vessel.  He  has  crossed  the 
Atlantic  more  than  aeventy-five  times,  and  Mrs.  Read 
has  accompanied  him  thirty-eight  times.  He  has 
always  given  such  satisfaction  to  owners  iLnd  employ- 
ers tliat  he  never  was  recalled  from  the  command  of 
a  vessel,  and  has  frequently  been  solicited  to  take  a 
place  in  marine  insurance  offices.  He  has  sailed  in 
nearly  or  quite  all  the  navigable  watera  of  the  globe, 
and  has  visited  all  civilir.ed  nations,  and  most  of  tbe 
principal  ports  of  the  world. 

He  has  owned  the  great  majority  of  tbe  vessels  he 
has  sailed,  and  catablished  such  confidence  with  the 
capitalists  and  prominent  business  men  in  the  differ- 
eut  parts  of  the  world  that  his  word  was  good  fur  any 
amount  of  money  he  might  need  or  call  for,  and  he 
baa  in  bis  possession  to-dny  letters  from  Baring 
Brothers,  the  celebrated  bankeni  of  London,  author- 
izing him  to  draw  on  them  for  any  amount.  Upon 
retiring  from  the  life  of  mariner,  Oapt.  Read  returned 
Lome  to  his  native  village  of  Assonet,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  was  elected  to  represent  tlie  siilli  district  of 
Bristol  County  in  the  State  Legislature,  He  has 
always  been  Republican  in  politics. 

Sept.  13,  1837,  he  married  Caroling  Chase,  daugh- 
ter of  Oapt.  Allen  and  Sarah  Chase.  She  was  born 
Sept.  14,  1816.  They  have  one  son,  Allen  Washing- 
ton, born  May  28, 1S89.  Mrs.  Read  is  descended  from 
one  William  Chase,  who  emigrated  from  England  iu 
1630,  and  settled  in  Yarmouth  in  1G37.    The  line  of 


descent  is  u  follows;  William  (1),  Benjamin  (2), 
Waller  (S),  George  (4),  Oilliert  (0),  and  Allen  (0). 

Capt.  Read  ha>  a  beautiful  borne  in  the  picturesque 
little  village  of  Assonet,  and  after  roaming  the  wide 
world  over,  has  followed  the  example  of  thousands  of 
other  of  New  England's  sous,  returned  to  the  homo 
of  his  childhood  to  spend  the  autumn  of  his  days. 


I>U.  TIIDUA8   a.  NIOUOLS. 

Dr.  Thomas  O.  Nlchula,  of  Freetown,  wu  tlio 
youngeitt  son  of  Capt.  John  Nichols,  of  that  town, 
born  Nov.  9, 1819.'  Nurtured  in  a  Christian  home,  lie 
esily  manifested  a  desire  for  a  liberal  education,  and 
was  fitted  for  college  under  the  tutelage  of  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin Crane,  A.M.,  a  toaclicr  in  Assonet  village,  and 
entered  Union  College  in  1839,  and  graduated  in  1843 
in  the  class  with  Uou.  Alexander  H.  Rice.  His 
scholarship  was  such  as  gave  him  high  standing  in 
his  class.  He  studied  uiedicine,  graduating  at  New 
York  Medical  College  and  Jetfcrson  Medical  Uni- 
versity, 1&46  and  1847.  Returning  to  his  native  town, 
he  entered  upon  tlie  practice  of  medicine,  iu  which  he 
continued  for  twelve  years,  and  then  relinquished  it 
on  account  of  the  exposure  incident  to  the  wide  cir- 
cuit which  it  embraced.  It  waa  with  much  reluctance 
that  he  abandoned  the  profession  for  which  be  was  so 
eminently  fitted,  to  embark  in  other  business.  In 
1862  he  became  a  partner  and  financial  manager  in 
the  firm  of  N.  R.  Davis  &,  Co.,  manufacturers  uf  lire- 
arms,  continuing  this  connection  till  his  death,  which 
occurred  Feb.  16, 1883.  In  his  business  relations  he 
was  widely  known  as  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  just 
and  liberal  in  all  his  dealings,  careful  and  diMrrimi* 
nating  in  judgment,  courteous  and  considerate  ut  the 
opinions  and  interest  of  his  associates.  Twenty  years 
devoted  to  this  department  of  manufacturing,  cover- 
ing the  dark  and  trying  season  of  the  great  civil 
war,  taxed  his  physical  powera  to  such  a  degree  as 
to  impair  his  health,  which  never  was  robust.  In 
addition  to  his  raanufacluriRg  be  was  active  in  iho 
cause  of  agriculture,  and  was  a  prominent  niomlier 
for  years  of  the  Central  Bristol  Society.  He  early 
took  a  deep  interest  in  public  ntfairs,  and  was  for 
many  years  prominent  on  the  school  board,  and,  in 
fact,  was  foremost  in  all  that  pertained  tu  the  best  In- 
terest of  his  town.  Hu  was  the  representatis'e  of  tlie 
Fourth  Bristol  District  in  the  Legislature  in  1858  and 
1867,  in  which  capacity  his  rare  discretion  was  ac- 
knowledged, and  his  influence  and  advice  highly  re- 
garded. 

In  early  life  he  disclosed  a  reverence  for  the  re- 
ligion of  bis  parents,  and  for  more  than  thirty  years 
was  foremost  iu  sustaining  the  ordinances  of  the  gos- 
pel in  his  native  village,  and  his  consistent  life  waa  a 
perpetual   illustration  of  the  true  Christian.    As  a 
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tnisted  friend  he  was  much  consulted,  and  was  often 
called  to  settle  disputes  where  lawsuits  were  threat- 
ened. In  the  settlement  of  estates  he  was  frequently 
engaged,  and  the  widow  and  orphan  found  in  him  a 
sympathizing  friend. 

Politically  he  was  a  Republican,  having  cast  his 
first  vote  for  James  Q.  Birney.  He  was  from  the 
first  among  the  active  Free-Soilers,  and  rendered  eflS- 
cient  service  in  the  early  struggle  for  the  overthrow 
of  the  slave  power.  His  firmness  and  stability  of 
character  were  conspicuous,  while  courtesy  and  re- 
spect for  the  opinions  of  others  was  a  part  of  his 
nature.  His  tender  regard  for  those  in  trouble  or  dis- 
tress was  early  illustrated.  While  at  the  medical  col- 
lego  his  chum  was  stricken  with  the  smallpox,  and 
l>eing  far  from  home  was  abandoned  by  even  the  so- 
ciety of  which  he  was  a  member.  Dr.  Nichols  stood 
by  him,  though  fully  expecting  to  contract  the  dis- 
ease, until  death  relieved  him  of  his  sufferings.  In 
the  more  sacred  and  tender  relation  of  domestic  life 
his  unsullied  character  was  most  happily  revealed, 
while  his  broad  culture  and  manly  character  were 
quickened  with  that  benevolence  that  was  eager  in 
every  enterprise  promotive  of  the  welfare  of  the  family, 
the  church,  and  the  community  where  he  lived.  Hap- 
pily married  in  1852  to  Miss  Irene  Lazell,  daughter  of 
Barzillia  Crane,  of  Berkley,  their  children  are  Win- 
slow,  Charlotte  Crane,  Gilbert  M.,  John  T.,  and  Hos- 
ier D.,  the  latter  son  a  member  of  Harvard  College. 

His  only  surviving  brother  is  Curtis  C.  Nichols, 
treasurer  of  the  Boston  Five-Cent  Savings-Bank. 


ALDBN   HATHAWAY,   Jr. 

The  first  American  ancestor  of  Alden  Hathaway 
was  John'  Hathaway,  who  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
in  the  town  of  Taunton,  Mass.  He  came  from  Eng- 
land about  1640,  and  became  a  landholder  in  that 
part  of  Taunton  now  Berkley.  He  was  a  commis- 
sioner, land  agent,  etc.,  of  the  Plymouth  Colony,  and 
a  man  of  prominence  and  note  in  his  day.  He  had 
a  son,  John*,  who  came  to  what  is  now  Freetown,  and 
became  a  landholder  there  before  the  town  was  in- 
corporated. This  John  had  children, — Jacob, Thomas, 
Isaac,  Ephraim,  John,  and  a  number  of  daughters. 

Isaac'  inherited  a  part  of  the  homestead  of  his 
father,  and  also  the  iron  forge,  which  was  established 
by  his  father.  This  was  the  first  forge  in  the  town. 
He  was  also  a  mill-owner,  and  was  a  man  of  push, 
sagacity,  and  enterprise.  He  had  three  sons — Thomas, 
Niciiolaa,  and  Peleg — and  five  daughters, — Martha, 
Phcbe,  llebcccah,  Mohala,  and  Jarah. 

Nicholas*  married  Rebecah  Merritt,  and  became  a 
farmer,  inheriting  a  part  of  the  original  purchase  by 
his  grandfather,  John,  which  was  the  eighteenth  lot 
of  the  freemen's  purchase.  He  had  four  children, — 
Stephen,  Elkanah,  Isaac,  and  Rebecca.  She  became 
the  wife  of  Henry  Tew. 

Stephen*,  when  of  proper  age,  learned  the  carpenter's 


trade.  He  married  Hope  Peirce,  of  Middleborough, 
Mass.,  and  resided  there  till  1786,  when  he  removed 
to  Taunton,  where  he  died  in  1819.  He  represented 
Taunton  in  the  State  Legislature,  and  was  a  promi- 
nent, infiuential,  and  honored  citizen.  He  was  the 
guardian  of  numerous  children,  and  settled  many 
estates,  and  was  always  regarded  as  a  man  of  great 
probity  and  virtue.  He  had  a  family  of  thirteen 
children, — Leonard,  Alden,  Stephen,  Nicholas,  Anna 
(Atwood),  Elias  (died  young),  Ebenezer,  Frederick, 
Anson,  Hope,  Polly  (Pierce),  Erastus,  and  one  which 
died  in  infancy. 

Alden'  was  born  April  9, 1770.  He  learned  car- 
pentering when  a  boy,  but  when  he  grew  up  he 
went  to  sea  and  became  master  of  a  vessel.  When 
twenty-six  years  of  ago  he  met  with  the  misfortune 
of  losing  his  vessel  at  sea,  and  with  it  most  of  his 
possessions.  He  then  gave  up  a  seafaring  life,  and 
returning  to  his  native  town  he  engaged  in  trade  at 
Assonet  village,  and  became  a  successful  business 
man,  accumulating  quite  a  property  for  those  times. 
He  was  a  much  respected  citizen  of  the  town.  He 
married  Mercy  Palmer,  and  had  three  children  who 
reached  maturity,'— Gideon  P.,  Anna  A.  (married 
Samuel  Blake,  of  Taunton),  and  Alden.  In  1821  he 
purchased  the  house  formerly  owned  by  his  brother 
Nicholas,  who  was  a  physician,  and  resided  there 
until  his  death,  September,  1861. 

Alden  Hathaway,  Jr.,  was  born  April  6, 1811.  He 
received  a  common  school  education,  and  upon 
arriving  at  proper  age  he  employed  his  time  during 
several  winters  in  teaching  school,  and  in  farming 
and  trading  during  the  summer  months.  He  has 
been  through  life  a  trader  and  speculator  and  a  suc- 
cessful business  man.  He  is  one  of  the  few  honor- 
able and  worthy  representatives  of  one  of  the  most 
ancient,  useful,  and  respectable  families  of  the  town. 
Among  various  positions  of  ofllce  and  trust  he  has 
been  chairman  of  the  board  of  selectmen  and  over- 
seer of  the  poor,  and  was  member  of  the  board  eight 
years.  He  was  representative  to  the  State  Legislature 
two  years  (1838-89).  He  was  reared  in  the  Democratic 
school  of  politics,  voted  that  ticket  many  years,  and 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature  on  the  Democratic 
platform,  but  he  now  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  resides  on  the  homestead  of  his  father  in 
Assonet  village,  and  is  passing  down  the  hill  of  life 
with  the  pleasing  consciousness  that  the  acts  of  his 
long  business  career  will  bear  the  closest  scrutiny,  and 
that  there  is  nothing  in  his  past  record  that  does  not 
sustain  the  honor  of  the  family  name. 

He  married  Susan  Hathaway,  daughter  of  Edmund 
and  Betsey  Hathaway,  and  sister  of  Guilford  H.  Hath- 
away. (See  his  biography.)  To  this  union  there  are 
three  living  children,  one  son  and  two  daughters. 
The  son  went  to  California  when  eighteen  years  of 
age,  married  there,  has  three 'children,  and  is  a  suc- 
cessful business  man.  Mrs.  Hathaway  died  Aug.  23, 
1882. 


A.  H,  CIIACB. 

Abi«liai  H,  Clmce  was  born  in  Freetown,  Dec.  16, 
le  ia  a  son  of  Edward  and  PermelU  Chace, 
aod  grandson  of  Edward  Cliace.  Both  of  these  EJ- 
■wanU  were  nntivea  of  Freetown,  and  wore  men  miidi 
respected  and  eateemed  in  their  day.  The  Chace 
family  ia  a  very  ancient  one  in  New  England.  (For 
Bn  extended  genealogy  of  the  family,  see  elsewhere 
in  this  volume.)  Tlieeducalional  advantages  anbriled- 
boys  ill  the  rural  diatricta  at  the  period  of  Mr,  Chnce'a 
boyhood  were  very  limited  indeed.  An  attendance  of 
three  months  during  tlie  winter  at  the  district  suliool 
Was  the  moat  to  be  hoped  for,  and  fortunate,  indeed, 
was  the  lad  who  could  boast  of  an  unbroken  attend- 
ance during  even  that  short  term.  Mr.  Ohaee  waa  no 
exception  to  the  general  rule,  but  be  read 
school  than  most  boya,  and  so  managed 
pretty  fair  English  education.  Ilia  firdt  start  in  busi- 
nesa  life  was  as  a  farm  laborer.  Aller  one  year  spent 
In  this  manner,  he  became  clerk  in  a  country  store, 
tvherc  he  remained  three  years.  He  then  engaged  in 
farming  and  lumbering,  and  this  has  been  hie  business 
chielty  through  life.  In  1869,  at  the  earnest  BolicJta- 
tion  of  Mr.  Joseph  Oriiinell,  who  was  then  president 
of  the  New  Bedford  and  Tauntou  liailroad,  he  was 
induced  to  come  to  Braley  Station,  on  that  road,  and 
asaume  the  duties  of  utation-agent  at  that  place.  In 
connection  with  bis  dutiia  as  agent  ho  also  eatablisbed 
a  store  at  the  same  point,  and  haa  continued  merchuu- 
dising  to  the  present  time.  Ue  was  a  Democrat  in 
politics  until  the  election  of  Franklin  Pierce  oa  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  Since  that  time  he  has  aflil- 
iated  with  the  Republican  party.  Ho  ia  a.  member  of 
the  Cliriatian  Baptist  Church,  has  been  selectman  and 
overseer  of  the  poor,  and  is  now  road  coinmlasiouer. 
He  has  always  been  an  earnest  advocate  of  temper- 
ance, and  his  own  hale,  hearty  manhoud  in  old  age  is 
itself  an  impressive  sermon  in  favor  of  total  absti- 
nence. In  his  younger  days  be  wa^  for  many  years 
an  ensign  in  the  militia  ranks,  and  aCternards  lieu- 
tenant. 

Mr.  Chace  is  an  example  of  what  may  be  accom- 
plished in  the  ijiiiet  walks  of  life,  even  under  adverse 
circumstances,  by  honesty,  fidelity  of  purpose,  and 
industry.  Ue  commenced  hia  married  life  almost 
literally  without  a  dollar,  reared  a  large  family  of 
children,  and  is  to-day  in  comfortable  circumstances. 

He  married  Feb.  14, 1S28,  Lucy  Cummings,  daugh- 
ter of  George  Cummings,  of  Lakeville.  To  them 
were  born  fourteen  children :  George,  born  April  15, 
1830;  Surah  J.,  born  May  22,  1831  ;  Albert  F.,  born 
Nov.  24,  1832;  Azel,  born  May  3,  1834  (deceased); 
William  C„  born  Sept.  22,  1886;  Lucy  P..  born  Oct. 
0,  1837;  Azel  (2),  born  Nov.  20,  1838;  Beth  H.,  born 
Nov.  1,  1841  (deceased);  Ophelia,  born  April '27, 
1843  (deceased);  Franklin  J.,  born  Sept.  lii,  1844; 
Carlton,  born  Dec.  15,  1846  (deceased);  Arline  F., 
born  May  24,  1847;  John  C,  born  June  25,  1849; 
Ellen  C,  born  May  22,  1861  (deceased). 
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Fai.1.  Rivek  lies  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the 
county,  and  is  bounded  as  follows:  On  the  north  by 
Taunton  River  and  Freetown;  on  the  eoat  by  Free- 
town ;  on  the  south  by  Wcstport,  Dartmouth,  and 
Uliode  Island ;  and  on  tliu  west  by  Mount  I  lope  Hay 
and  Taunton  River. 

This  section  of  territory  originally  embraced  a  por- 
tion of  what  was  known  as  the  "  Freeman's  Purchase," 
a  tract  of  land  which  wits  granted  by  the  Plymouth 
Colony  to  a  number  of  freemen  July  3.  IfiSt!.  This  tract 
lay  east  of  Taunton  River,  four  miles  in  width,  and 
from  six  to  seven  in  length,  boundetl  on  the  south  by 
Quequeehan,  and  on  the  north  by  Assonet  Nock. 
April  2, 1G60,  a  warrantee  deed  of  this  tract  wiis  giveu 
to  Capt  James  Gudwortli,  Joaiah  Winslow,  and  others 
by  Oaaamequin  (Maasosoit),  Wamsuita,  his  son,  and 
Tuttapanum,  wife  of  Wamsuita,  usually  called  Wectn- 
moe.  This  deed  was  signed  by  Wamsuita  and  Tutta- 
panum, in  presence  of  Thomas  Cooke,  Jonathan  Dridg, 
und  John  Sussamon,  and  July  9,  1^9,  was  acknowl- 
edged by  "  WamsutU  and  Squaw  Pattapanuin"  before 
Josiab  Winslow  and  William  Bradford,  assistonte. 
Osaamequin  never  signed  tlio  deed. 

The  considurutiuii  for  this  purchase  wua  "twenty 
coatu,  two  ruga,  two  iron  pots,  two  kettles  and  oue 
little  kettle,  eight  pairs  of  shoes,  six  pairs  of  stock- 
ings, one  duxen  hoes,  one  dozen  hutcliets,  two  yards 
of  broadcloth,  and  a  debt  satisfied  to  John  Uarnw, 
which  was  due  from  Wamsutta  to  John  Barne«." 
This  grant  was  incorporated  in  1683  as  Freetown. 
"  The  first  scHlera,"  says  the  lute  Rev.  Grin  Fowler, 
'■were  principally  from  Plymouth,  Alarshfield,  and 
Scituate.  Some  were  from  Tauntou,  and  a  few  from 
Rhode  Island.  The  early  names  were  Cudworth, 
Winslow,  Morion,  Read,  Hatbuivuy,  Durfee,  Terry, 
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Borden,  Brightman,  Chase,  and  Davis.  The  purchase 
was  divided  into  twenty-six  shares,  and  the  shares 
were  set  ofT— whether  by  lot  or  otherwise  does  not 
appear — to  the  several  purchasers.  Afler  the  division 
into  shares  was  made,  there  was  a  piece  of  land  be- 
tween the  first  lot  or  share  and  Tiverton  bounds, 
which  in  1702  it  was  voted  by  the  proprietors  be  sold 
'  to  procure  a  piece  of  land  near  the  centre  of  the  town 
for  a  burying-place,  a  training-field,  or  any  other 
public  use  the  town  shall  see  cause  to  improve  it  for.' 
Accordingly  this  piece  of  land  was  sold  to  John  Bor- 
den, of  Portsmouth,  B.  I.,  the  highest  bidder,  for 
nine  pounds  and  eight  shillings,  and  was  the  territory 
on  which  that  part  of  the  village  south  of  Bedford 
Street  atid  north  of  the  stream  now  stands.  This 
John  Borden  is  believed  to  be  the  ancestor  of  all  who 
sustain  his  name  in  this  vicinity." 

The  occupation  of  this  tract  soon  attracted  the 
attention  of  other  enterprising  pioneers,  and  in  1680 
a  second  grant  was  made  to  Edward  Qray,  of  Plym- 
outh ;  Nathaniel  Thomas,  of  Marshfield ;  Benjamin 
Church,  Daniel  Wilcox,  and  Thomas  Manchester,  of 
Puncatest;  and  Christopher  and  John  Almy  and 
Thomas  Waitc,  of  Portsmouth,  R.  I.,  of  a  tract  extend- 
ing south  along  the  bay  from  the  Quequechan  to  the 
town  of  Dartmouth  and*  Seaconnet  and  inland  from 
four  to  six  miles.  This  tract  was  purchased  from  the 
Indians  for  the  sum  of  eleven  hundred  pounds,  and 
was  known  as  the  Pocasset  Purchase,  and  was  subse- 
quently incorporated  as  the  town  of  Tiverton. 

For  several  years  afler  Freetown  and  Tiverton  were 
incorporated  there  was  a  dispute  respecting  the  boun- 
dary line  between  the  two  towns,  which  was  amicably 
adjusted  in  1700  by  a  committee,  consisting  of  Josiah 
Winslow,  Robert  Durfee,  and  Henry  Brightman,  of 
Freetown,  and  Richard  Borden,  Christopher  Almy, 
and  Samuel  Little,  of  Tiverton. 

The  division  line  settled  by  this  committee  ex- 
tended by  a  clefl  rock,  over  which  the  store  of  Reed 
&  Bowen^  now  stands,  southwardly  to  the  Fall  River, 
thence  the  river  to  be  the  bound  to  its  mouth,  and 
from  the  clefl  rock  easterly  about  on  the  line  of  the 
present  Bedford  Street.  This  continued  to  be  the  line 
between  these  two  ancient  towns  so  long  as  Tiverton 
belonged  to  Massachusetts. 

In  1740  a  dispute  arose  concerning  the  boundary 
line  between  the  colonies  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode 
Island,  and  a  royal  commission  was  appointed  to  de- 
termine the  true  boundary,  whose  report,  in  1746,  wns 
confirmed  by  the  king,  though  appealed  from  by  both 
colonies.  Kr  parte  lines  were  run  by  Rhode  Island, 
which  were  found  incorrect  when  revised  by  Massa- 
chusetts in  1791. 

"One  of  the  decrees  in  the  king's  award  mentioned 
'a  certain  ])oint  four  hundred  and  forty  rods  to  the 
south  ward  of  the  mouth  of  the  Fall  River,*  from  which 
a  line  was  to  be  run  three  miles  towards  the  east, 
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forming  the  northern  boundary  of  that  part  of  Rhode 
Island.  In  measuring  this  four  hundred  and  forty 
rods  the  ex  parte  commissioners  of  1746  '  measured 
round  a  cove  or  inlet,  and  followed  the  sinuosities  of 
the  shore'  until  they  reached  a  point  from  a  quarter 
to  a  half  mile  farther  north  than  if  the  same  distance 
had  been  measured  in  a  straight  line.  From  this 
point  they  extended  the  three-mile  line,  running  it 
through  the  southern  part  of  the  village  of  Fall  River 
at  the  old  Buttonwood  Tree,  so  called,  on  Main  Street, 
a  little  north  of  the  present  line  of  Columbia  Street. 
No  definite  decision  of  the  question  in  dispute  was 
reached  at  the  time,  and  in  1844  another  commission 
was  appointed,  which  in  1848  made  a  report  to  their 
respective  Legislatures. 

''  In  a  matter  so  seriously  afiecting  the  interests  of 
Fall  River,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  appoint  a 
committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  Orin  Fowler,  Dr.  Foster 
Hooper,  and  Dr.  Phineas  W.  Leland,  to  petition  the 
Massachusetts  Legislature  not  to  allow  any  settlement 
of  the  boundary  line  less  advantageous  than  that 
granted  by  George  II.  in  1746.  This  committee 
claimed,  and  gave  good  reasons  therefor,  that  George 
II.  designed  that  the  point  from  which  to  run  the 
three-mile  line  should  be  four  hundred  and  forty  rods 
in  a  direct  line  from  the  mouth  of  the  Fall  River. 
They  showed  that  in  making  these  measurements  as 
they  had  *  the  Rhode  Island  commissioners  added  to 
their  State  a  thickly-settled  territory  with  about  fif- 
teen hundred  inhabitants,  and  a  taxable  property 
valued  at  nearly  half  a  million  dollars,  when,  if  the 
measurements  had  been  made  in  straight  lines,  not 
only  would  the  design  of  George  II.  and  his  commis- 
sioners have  been  carried  out,  but  Fall  River  would 
have  been  brought  within  the  bounds  of  one  State, 
with  no  danger  of  its  thickly-settled  territory  being 
again  placed  under  a  divided  jurisdiction.'  In  con- 
sequence of  these  representations  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature  refused  to  ratify  the  decision  of  the  com- 
missioners of  1848,  and  by  agreement  of  the  two 
States  the  question  was  referred  to  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court. 

**  In  1860  the  Supreme  Court  appointed  engineers, 
with  instructions  to  measure  and  mark  a  described 
line  which  should  be  th^  true  boundary  between  the 
two  States,  the  decree  to  take  effect  in  March,  1862. 
The  full  claim  of  neither  State  was  granted,  but  such 
a  boundary  fixed  as  to  give  an  undivided  jurisdiction 
to  densely-populated  districts  without  infringing  on 
the  rights  of  any.  By  this  change  of  boundary 
Massachusetts  acquired  a  territory  comprising  about 
eleven  square  miles.  Of  this  about  nine  square  miles, 
with  a  population  of  nearly  three  thousand  six  hun- 
dred, and  a  taxable  property  of  some  two  million  dol- 
lars, were  embraced  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of 
Fall  River.'' 

"  The  Pocasset  Purchase,"  says  Rev.  Orin  Fowler, 
in  1841  (after  reserving  thirty  rods  wide  adjacent  to 
the  Freeman's  Purchase  and  the  river  and  some  other 
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Btnall  tracts),  was  divided  into  thirty  ahares  and  dis' 
tribuled  among  tlie  proprietora,  the  lot  nearest  the 
liver  being  numbered  one.  Thin  piece  of  lund,  in- 
cluding tlie  water-power  on  the  Houtli  side  oC  the 
river  to  (the  present)  Main  Street,  nnd  on  both 
sides  east  of  said  street  to  Watuppa  Pund,  contnin- 
ing  sivtjr-six  acrea  of  land,  woa  also  divided  into 
thirty  shares  and  sold  to  the  original  purchiuerH.  Col. 
Church  and  hia  brother  Caleb,  uf  Watertown  (who 
was  a  millwright),  bought  twenty-BiK  and  a  half  of 
the  thirly  sharea,  and  thereby  became  the  chief 
owneni  of  the  water-power.  On  the  8th  of  Auguat, 
1691,  Caleb  Church  sold  his  right  in  this  property 
(thirteen  and  a  half  shares)  lo  his  brother  Benjamin, 
who  then  became  the  owner  of  twenly-six  and  a  half 
aharea.  Probably  John  Borden  purchased  tlie  other 
three  and  a  half  aharea.  In  1703,  Col.  Church  liad 
moved  to  Fall  Kiver  and  improved  the  water-power 
by  erecting  a  saw-mitl,  griat-mill,  and  fuliing-mill. 
His  dwelling-house  stood  between  the  present  resi- 
dence of  Col.  Richard  Borden  and  that  of  his  brother 
Jeflerson,  and  remained  till  within  forty  years.  He 
continued  at  Fall  Kiver  but  a  few  years,  and,  Sept. 
IS,  1714,  sold  the  above-named  twenty-aix  and  a  half 
aharea  to  Richard  Borden,  of  Tiverton,  and  Joseph 
Borden,  of  Freetown,  sons  of  John;  and  thus  the 
lauds  on  botli  aides  of  the  river,  with  all  the  water- 
power,  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Borden  family, 
John  Borden  having  previously  purchased  that  on 
the  north  side,  west  of  Main  Street," 

Caleb  Church  sold  his  interest  for  one  hundred 
pounds.  At  this  rate  the  whole  sixty-six  acres  was  val- 
ued, in  IGDI,  at  about  seven  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 
The  piece  on  the  north  aide  cost  John  Itonlea  about 
thirty-one  dollars  and  thirty-four  centa;  total,  seven 
hundred  and  aeventy-one  dollars  and  thirty-four 
cents.  This  included  the  whole  of  the  water-power 
and  moat  of  the  land  whore  the  village  now  stands, 
together  with  a  strip  east  to  Watuppa  Pond.  Twenty- 
six  and  a  half  shares  of  the  above  sixty-six  aurcs  were 
Bold  by  Col.  Church  in  1714  for  one  thousand  pounds. 

The  Village  in  1803.— The  embryo  settlement 
thus  founded  by  Col.  Church  and  John  Borden  wati, 
however,  ofslow  growth.  Although  Cul.  Church  hud 
erected  a  saw-,  grist-,  and  fulliitg-niill'  on  the  stream, 
and  was  doubtless  an  snterpriaing  man  of  that  day, 
still  there  seemed  to  be  nothing  of  particular  advan- 
tage to  attract  the  settler,  and  as  late  as  1803,  one 
hundred  years  later,  we  find  the  village  numbering 
only  eighteen  dwellings  and  about  one  hundred  iii- 
bubitanla. 

"  In  North  Main  Street,"  aays  Rev.  Oriu  Fowler, 
"  there  were  six  houses  occupied  by  Charles  Durfee, 
Daniel  ButHngton,  John  Luther,  Abncr  Duvol,  John 
Coot,  and  Mary  liorden.  In  East  Central  Street  tliere 
were  four  occupied  by  Nathan  Bowen,  Perry  Borden, 


Seth  Borden,  and  Elihu  Cook.  In  West  Central 
Street  there  were  two  occupied  by  Nathan  Bordeu 
and  Daniel  Borden.  In  South  Main  Street  there  were 
live  occupied  by  Simeon  Borden,  Richard  Borden, 
Thomas  Borden,  Benjamin  Brayton,  and  Fraucii 
Braytou.  Near  the  shore  there  was  one  occupied  by 
Thomas  Borden.  Of  these  eighteeu  fumiliea  nine 
were  Bordons." 

From  this  period,  however,  as  the  natural  advan- 
tages of  the  place  began  U>  be  appreciated  the  growth 
of  the  settlement  was  more  rapid,  and  iu  1810  the 
population  of  the  town  numbered  twelve  hundred  and 
uinely-sii.  And  among  this  number  was  one  par- 
ticular! j  enterprising  spiritwhodid  much  tu  advance 
the  interest  of  the  town  at  that  period,  and  biM:Hiue 
the  pioneer  in  cotton  manufacturing  iu  Fall  Uivcr, 
Col.  Joseph  Durfee.  This  pioneer  mill  of  Col.  Dur- 
fee's  was  a  small  .ifTair,  erected  in  1811  at  Olube  vil- 
lage. 

Fall  Eiver  in  1813.— Henry  H.  Earl,  Esq.,  in  his 
excellent  work  published  iu  1677,  eiitltleil  "Fall 
River  and  its  Industries,"  in  speaking  of  the  ttiwn  iu 
18  la,  says,— 

"The  resident  community  of  Fall  River,  or  Troy, 
as  it  was  then  called,  was  located  about  what  is  now 
the  centre  of  the  city,  the  main  street  following  the 
line  of  the  present  principal  thoroughlare  northward, 
and  another  considerable  street  trending  eastward  to 
the  lake.  The  greater  part  of  the  residences  were  in 
these  two  avenues.  Within  a  territory  appruxiiuating 
to  one  and  a  half  miles  square,  which  would  be  desig- 
nated at  that  day  the  village,  were  about  thirty  dwell- 
ing-houses, three  saw-mills,  four  grist-mills,  ono  liill- 
ing-mill,  ablacksmithy  with  trip-hammer,  and  several 
small  stores.  The  papulation  was  estimated  at  tliree 
hundred. 

"One  small,  three-masted  vessel,  which  had  been 
engaged  iu  foreign  trade,  but  was,  for  a  abort  period 
atler  the  war,  hauled  up  iu  the  creek  whore  the  '  Old 
Depot'  was  afterwards  located,  aud  u  few  small  elou|>e 
carrying  cord-wood  to  Newport  and  Bristol,  cousti- 
tuted  the  local  shipping  interest.  There  ytmt  no  regu- 
lar conveyance  to  Providence,  and  whnt  freight  was 
transferred  between  tlio  two  plucea  wont  by  mutt  ply- 
ing between  Providence  and  Tuuuton,  which,  in  ilo- 
fault  of  wharfage  convenience  at  the  Falls,  stopped  at 
tlie  ferry  two  miles  up  the  river,  where  all  tho  cotton 
and  merchandise  was  landed  for  some  years.  The 
first  craft  regularly  sailing  lo  Providence  was  a  small 
schooner,  or  two-niasled  lighter,  large  enough  to  load 
ten  bales  of  cotton  and  a  small  addilional  cargo  of 
Hour  and  miscellaneous  goods.  This  was  succeeded 
by  the  sloop  '  Fall  River,'  of  thirty  or  forty  tuns  ca- 
pacity, and  that  again  by  the  aloop  '  Argonaut,'  and 
another  craft  whose  name  is  forgotten,  which  sus- 
tained the  communication  till  the  steamer  '  Hancock' 

"The  religious  and  educational  structures  of  the 
village  were  fur  from  suggestive  of  the  present  num- 
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ber,  convenience,  or  architectural  beauty.  '  In  1818/ 
says  our  chronicle,  'there  was  one  poor  old  dilapi- 
dated wooden  meeting-house,  neither  plastered  nor 
lathed,  which  stood  upon  the  line  dividing  the  States, 
occupied  occasionally.  The  regular  place  of  worship 
on  the  Sabbath  was  at  the  Narrows,  about  two  miles 
east.  There  was  one,  and  only  one,  good  school- 
house  in  the  village,  which  stood  on  the  corner  of 
Annawan  and  South  Main  Streets.'  The  residences 
were  of  the  usual  simple  and  plain  construction 
adopted  in  early  New  England  communities,  the  most 
pretentious  one  being  erected  by  Charles  Durfee  in 
1811,  and  standing  until  1867,  when  it  was  burned 
down.  The  richest  resident  from  1813  to  1824  was 
cstinmtcd  worth  forty  thousand  dollars,  'and  there 
were  but  a  small  number  of  this  class.'  The  entire 
valuation  for  some  years  did  not  exceed  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  the  total  taxation  in  1813  was 
fifteen  hundred  dollars." 

The  location  as  a  manufacturing  centre  now  began 
to  attract  the  attention  of  leading  men  in  this  and 
adjoining  towns,  and  the  year  1813  witnessed  the 
organization  of  the  Fall  River  Manufactory  and  Troy 
Mills,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present,  the  growth  of 
the  city  m  a  manufacturing  centre  has  been  almost 
phenomenal. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

FALL   RIVER.— ((7onCtitH«(/.) 
WAR  or  TUE  REVOLUTION. 

Remininctfiicea  of  Ool.  Joarph  Dnrfoo — Earlj  Incidents— 1777 — Fall 
Rivrr  rxiMMiH  to  the  Ilrftlth— Orgnnlxntion  of  aOuiinl  of  Safotj — The 
Rrititli  npproNcli  the  Town  bj  Boat)* — Ftre<l  upon  bj  the  Guard  at  the 
Day— Rf treat  of  the  Guard — Pursuit  by  the  Kncmj— Battle  near  the 
Brh1|rei— The  Knomy  defeated— Burning  of  Bnlldinge  by  the  British- 
Capture  of  Richard  Borden — Retreat  of  the  Enemy. 

TiiK  following  reminiscences  of  Col.  Joseph  Dur- 
fee, written  in  1834,  is  an  invaluable  contribution  to 
the  pioneer  Revolutionary  history  of  the  town : 

**  Joseph  Durfee  was  the  eldest  son  of  the  late  Hon. 
Thomas  Durfee.  He  was  born  in  April,  in  the  year 
1750,  in  what  is  now  the  city  of  Fall  River.  At  that 
time,  and  until  within  a  few  years,  the  Fall  River 
stream  wns  owned  by  the  Bordens.  Much  of  what  is 
now  in  the  city,  where  are  elegant  buildings  and  a 
dense  population,  was  then  a  wilderness,  where  the 
goatH  lodged  in  the  winter  seasons.  The  Bordens  and 
the  Diirfecs  were  then  the  principal  proprietors  of  the 
Pocnssct  Purchnse,  and  owners  of  the  land  on  the 
south  side  of  what  is  now  Main  Street  for  more  than 
a  mile  in  length.  Thomas  and  Joseph  Borden  owned 
the  south  side  of  the  stream,  and  Stephen  Borden 
owned  the  north  side.  Thomas  Borden  owned  a  saw- 
mill and  a  grist-mill  at  that  time,  standing  where  the 
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old  saw-  and' grist-mills  stood  near  the  iron-works 
establishment 

**  Thomas  Borden  led  a  widow  and  four  children, 
viz.,  Richard,  Christopher,  Rebecca,  and  Mary.  Jo- 
seph Borden,  brother  of  Thomas,  owned  a  fulling-mill, 
which  stood  near  where  the  Pocasset  Factory  now 
stands.  He  was'  killed  by  the  machinery  of  his  ftill- 
ing-mill.  He  left  four  children,  viz.,  Abraham,  Sam- 
uel, Patience,  and  Peace.  Patience  was  my  mother. 
Stephen  Borden,  who  owned  the  north  side  of  the 
stream,  had  a  grist-mill  and  a  saw-mill  standing 
near  .where  the  woolen  establishment  has  since  been 
erected.  He  left  six  children,  viz.,  Stephen,  Qeorge, 
Mary,  Hannah,  Penelope,  and  Lusannah. 

"The  widow  of  Joseph  Borden  was  afterwards  mar- 
ried to  Benjamin  Jenks,  by  whom  she  had  six  chil- 
dren,— John,  Joseph,  Hannah,  Catherine,  Ruth,  and 
Lydia.  The  widow  of  Stephen  Borden  was  married 
to  John  Bo  wen,  by  whom  she  had  two  sons, — Nathan 
and  John. 

"  At  that  time,  and  until  within  a  few  years,  there 
were  but  two  saw-mills,  two  grist-mills,  and  a  fulling- 
mill  standing  on  the  Fall  River.  There  are  now 
about  forty  different  mills  on  the  river.  The  stream 
was  very  small ;  but  the  falls  were  so  great  that  there 
was  little  occasion  for  dams  to  raise  a  pond  sufficient 
to  carry  the  wheels  then  in  operation.  A  small  foot- 
bridge, which  stood  near  where  the  main  street  now 
crosses  the  stream,  afforded  the  only  means  of  passing 
from  one  side  to  the  other  of  the  stream,  except  by 
fording  it.  There  was  formerly  a  small  <fam  near 
where  the  Troy  Factory  now  stands,  over  which  the 
water  flowed  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  When  it 
failed,  those  who  owned  the  mills  near  the  mouth  of 
the  stream  hoisted  the  gates  at  the  upper  dam  and 
drew  the  water  down.  It  was  no  uncommon  thing, 
twenty-five  or  thirty  years  ago,  for  the  water  to  be  so 
low  and  the  river  so  narrow  at  the  head  of  the  stream 
that  a  person  might  step  across  without  difficulty.  It 
was  frequently  not  more  than  six  inches  deep.  At 
one  time  there  was  a  foot-bridge  of  stepping-stones 
only  across  the  Narrows  between  the  North  and  South 
Ponds. 

"  Our  country  has  been  involved  in  three  wars  since 
my  recollection.  The  first  was  with  the  French  and 
Indians,  when  we  fought  for  our  lives.  The  French 
offered  a  bounty  for  every  scalp  which  the  Indii^ns 
would  bring  them.  It  was  therefore  certain  death  to 
all  who  fell  into  the  Indians'  hands.  I  distinctly 
recollect  the  time  when  Qen.  Wolfe  was  killed,  and 
of  seeing  the  soldiers  on  their  march  to  reinforce  the 
army.  I  saw  many  men  enlist  into  the  service,  and 
among  them  Joseph  Valentine,  father  of  William 
Valentine,  of  Providence.  I  was  then  about  ten 
years  of  age. 

"  The  second  war  was  with  Great  Britain,  during 
the  greater  part  of  which  I  was  actively  engaged  in 
the  service  of  my  country.  We  then  fought  for  our 
liberty.    We  were  divided  into  two  parties,  called 
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"WbigB  and  Toriea,  tlje  former  the  friends  of  liberty 
and  independence,  the  latter  the  enemies  of  both. 
Hefore  the  Revolution  broke  out  the  Wh!g«  were  buny 
ia  making  saltpetre  and  gunpowder,  in  making  and 
preparing  amall-arms,  in  training  and  learning  tlie 
art  of  wnr.  At  this  time  we  of  this  State  were  British 
Bubjecta,  and  constituted  what  was  then  called  the 
Colony  of  Massachusetts.  ConventioDB  were  held  iu 
the  colony  to  tranaact  tlie  business  and  consult  upon 
the  affairs  of  the  colony.  At  one  of  these  conven- 
tions 1  received  a  captain's  couiinisaion,  signed  by 
Walter  .Spooner,  Esq.,  and  took  the  command  of  k 
company  of  minnte-men. 

"British  ships,  commanded  by  Wallace,  Asque, 
and  Howe,  early  in  the  Revolution,  were  off  our 
coast,  in  the  river  and  bay,  harassiog  and  distressing 
the  towns  of  Newport,  Bristol,  and  other  towns  on  the 
river.  I  was  called  upon  with  my  company  and  sucb 
others  as  could  be  mustered  to  guard  the  shores  and 
prevent  the  British  from  lauding,  until  the  colony 
could  raise  a  force  sufflcienl  to  protect  the  inhab- 
itants from  their  depredations. 

"In  177ti,  after  the  battle  on  Long  Island,  a  rein- 
forcement was  called  for  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the 
American  troops.  I  was  ordered  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  a  company  of  sixty  men  and  march  forth- 
with to  the  army  then  retreating  from  New  York, 
These  orders  were  promptly  obeyed.  With  the  com- 
pany under  my  command,  I  joined  the  regiment 
commanded  by  Col.  Thomas  Carpenter,  and  by  a 
forced  march  we  reached  the  army  a  few  days  before 
the  battle  at  the  White  Plains.  In  that  engagement 
I  took  an  active  part. 

"Soon  afler  my  return  home  from  the  battle  at  the 
White  Plains,  the  Jlcitisli  landed  at  Newport,  on 
Rhode  Island,  and  look  posaessioa  of  that  town. 
I  was  called  upon  to  proceed  immedialely  with  my 
company  to  assist  in  covering  the  retreat  of  the  small 
forces  then  commanded  hy  Col.  John  Cook  from  the 
island  of  Rhode  Island.  This  was  olfecled  without 
la's,  though  attended  with  difficulty  and  delay,  as 
there  was  no  bridge  from  the  island  to  the  mainland. 
At  that  time  the  inhabitants  in  the  south  part  of 
MassachusetiA  and  Rhode  Island  were  iu  a  critical 
situation.  They  were  nearly  surrounded  with  British 
emissaries.  A  part  of  the  English  squadron  lay  olf 
our  coast,  and  their  troops  had  possession  of  the  south 
part  of  Rhode  Island.  Both  were  harassing  our  towns, 
destroyii)g  property,  and  making  prisonera  of  the  in- 
habitants. In  addition  tothis,  ivehadToriesat  borne, 
enemies  in  disguise,  who  were  aiding  and  abetting  the 
British,  while  they  professed  friendship  for  the  cause 
of  liberty  and  for  those  who  were  shedding  their  blood 
to  obtain  it. 
■  "  Early  in  the  spring  of  1777,  I  received  a  major's 
commission,  and  was  stationed  at  Little  Cumpton,  in 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the  regiment  under  the 
command  of  Col.  John  Hathaway,  of  Berkley,  Moss, 
At  Little  Compton,  and  in  that  neighhorhoodj  I  con- 


tinned  several  months  on  duly  witli  the  regiment, 
often  changing  our  station  to  repel  the  invasions  of 
the  enemy  and  to  protect  the  iuhabitnnts  from  their 
frequent  depredations.  In  the  full  of  1777, 1  returned 
home  to  Fall  River.  I  found  the  citixena,  smoug 
whom  were  my  relatives  and  best  friends,  expoaetl 
and  continually  liaraivied  by  the  enemy.  I  applied 
to  several  of  the  leading  and  influential  men  of  this 
place, and  proposed  raising  u  guard  liir  the  safely  and 
protection  of  the  inhabitants.  They  coincided  with 
my  views,  and  the  necessity  of  a  guard  to  protect  our 
defenseless  inhabitanis,  I  went  to  Providence  to  con- 
sult Gen,  Sullivan,  who  was  commander-in-chief  of 
all  the  forces  raised  in  this  section  of  the  country, 
and  to  obtitiu  assistance  from  him.  He  approved  of 
my  plan  of  raising  a  guard,  and  gave  mo  an  order  for 
two  whale-boats,  and  an  order  also  for  rations  for 
twenty  men,  drawn  upon  the  commisaary,  then  at 
Bristol.  I  soon  ritised  a  guard,  procured  llir  store 
now  standing  at  the  end  of  the  Iron- Work*  Com  piiny's 
wharf  in  this  place  for  a.  guard-liouse,  where  we  met 
every  day,  culled  the  roll,  and  ■tutioued  sentinels  for 
the  night  to  watch  the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and 
give  the  alarm  when  approached.  The  orders  of  the 
sentinel  were  peremptory, — that  if  a  boat  was  seen 
approaching  iu  the  niglit,  to  hail  them  three  times, 
and  if  no  answer  was  received,  to  lire  upon  them.  It 
was  not  long  before  one  of  the  guard,  Samuel  Reed, 
discovered  boats  silently  and  cautiously  approaching 
the  shore  from  the  hay.  The  challenge  was  given, 
hut  no  answer  received.  He  fired  upon  the  iHints. 
This  created  an  ulurni.  and  the  whole  ncighburhmid 
were  soon  inarms,  I  stationed  Ibo  guard  behind  a. 
stone  wall,  and  kept  up  u  constant  lire  upon  the 
enemy,  until  tliey  brought  their  cannon  tii  bear  upon 
us,  and  commenced  firing  grape-shut  among  us,  when, 
as  we  were  unable  to  return  the  compliment,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  to  retreat.  Two  of  the  guard  were 
sent  to  remove  all  the  planks  which  laid  over  the 
stream  for  foot-people  to  cross  upon,  and  to  cut  oil, 
as  far  as  possible,  every  facility  for  crossing  the 
stream,  except  the  upper  bridge.  We  then  retreated 
slowly  until  we  reached  the  main  road,  near  where 
the  bridge  now  crosses  the  stream.  I  then  gav« 
orders  to  form  and  give  them  battle.  This  was  done, 
and  never  were  soldiers  more  brave.  Bo  roughly  were 
the  enemy  handled  by  our  little  band  of  Bpnrtuiis  that 
they  soon  beat  up  a  retreat,  leaving  behind  them  oue 
dead  and  another  bleeding  to  death,  besides  the 
wounded  whom  they  carried  away. 

"  The  wounded  soldier  \e(t  by  the  enemy,  before 
he  expired,  informed  me  that  the  number  of  the 
enemy  who  attackeil  us  was  about  one  hundred  and 
lifly,  commanded  by  Maj,  Ayers.  When  the  enemy 
landed  they  set  lire  to  the  house  of  Thomas  Burden, 
then  nearly  new.  They  nest  set  fire  to  a  grist-mill 
and  a  saw-mil!  belonging  to  Mr.  Borden,  standing  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Fall  River,  These  buildings  I 
saiv  when  set  on  fire.    When  tlie  British  troofia  re- 


FALL  BIVER. 


313 


treated,  m  they  were  compelled  to  do  from  the  shots 
of  our  little  hand  of  volunteers,  they  set  fire  to  the 
house  and  other  huildings  of  Richard  Borden,  theu 
an  ag^d  man,  and  took  him  prisoner.  We  pursued 
them  so  closely  in  their  retreat  that  we  were  enabled 
to  save  the  buildings  which  they  had  last  fired.  The 
British  were  frequently  fired  upon,  and  not  a  little 
annoyed  by  the  musketry  of  our  soldiers  as  they 
passed  down  the  bay  in  their  boats  on  their  retreat. 
Mr.  Richard  Borden,  whom  they  took  prisoner,  was 
in  one  of  their  boats.  Finding  themselves  closely 
pursued  by  a  few  American  soldiers,  who  from  the 
shore  poured  in  their  shot  and  balls  upon  them  as 
fast  as  they  could  load  and  fire,  and  finding  them- 
selves in  danger  from  the  musketry  of  these  few  brave 
Whigs  who  pursued  them,  they  ordered  Mr.  Borden, 
their  prisoner,  to  stand  up  in  the  boat,  hoping  that 
his  comrades  on  the  shore  would  recognize  him,  and 
desist  from  firing  upon  them.  But  this  he  refused 
to  do,  and  threw  himself  fiat  into  the  bottom  of  the 
boat.  While  lying  there  a  shot  from  the  Americans 
on  shore  killed  one  of  the  British  soldiers  standing 
by  his  side  in  the  boat.  Mr.  Borden  was  obsti- 
nately silent  to  all  the  questions  which  were  asked 
him,  so  that  not  being  able  to  make  any  profitable 
use  of  him  they  dismissed  him  in  a  few  days  on 
parole.  This  engagement  took  place  of  a  Sabbath 
morning,  on  the  25th  of  May,  1778.  The  two  British 
soldiers  killed  in  this  engagement  were  buried  at 
twelve  o'clock  on  the  same  day  of  the  battle,  near 
where  the  south  end  of  the  Massasoit  Factory  now 
stands. 

"  During  a  considerable  part  of  the  month  of  Au- 
gust following  we  were  busily  engaged  in  procuring 
arms,  ammunition,  and  provisions  for  the  soldiers, 
and  in  building  fiat-bottomed  boats  and  scows  for 
the  troops  to  cross  over  the  river  on  to  Rhode  Island, 
with  a  view  to  dinlodge  the  British  army  who  then 
had  possession  of  the  island.  A  barn,  now  standing 
near  the  stone  bridge,  was  occupied  for  a  commissary 
store,  of  which  I  had  the  charge  until  things  were 
in  readiness  and  the  troops  prepared  to  cross  over  to 
the  island,  when  I  lefl  the  store  in  charge  of  my 
friend  and  relative,  Walter  Chaloner. 

"  In  the  forepart  of  August,  1778,  the  American 
troops  embarked  in  the  boats  and  scows  prepared  for 
them  and  landed  on  Rhode  Island,  where  I  joined 
them,  having  been  appointed  a  major  in  Col.  Whit- 
ney's regiment.  Our  troops  were  then  marched  to  a 
spot  but  a  short  distance  to  the  north  of  what  is 
called  Butts'  Hill,  where  they  encamped  for  the 
night,  with  but  the  canopy  of  heaven  for  a  covering 
and  the  ground  for  our  beds.  But  we  were  animated 
with  the  hope  of  liberty,  with  a  belief  that  we  were 
engaged  in  a  righteous  cause,  and  that  He  who  sways 
the  sceptre  of  the  universe  would  prosper  our  under- 
taking. At  this  time  we  were  anxiously  looking 
for  the  French  fleet,  from  which  we  hoped  for  as- 
sistance againiit  the  enemy,  whose  numerous  bodies 


of  troops  were  before  us.  Soon  the  French  fleet  hove 
in  sight,  when  the  British  set  fire  to  the  shipping  in 
the  harbor  and  blew  up  most  of  the  vessels  within 
their  reach.  Not  long  after  the  French  fleet  came 
up,  the  British  fleet  appeared  in  the  ofllng.  Imme- 
diately the  French  fleet  tacked  about,  went  out  and 
attacked  the  British  squadron,  when  broadsides  were 
exchanged  and  a  bloody  battle  ensued.  A  tremen- 
dous storm  came  on,  long  remembered  as  the  August 
storm,  in  which  the  two  fleets  were  separated,  and 
many  who  had  escaped  the  cannon's  mouth  found  a 
watery  grave.  The  French  fleet,  or  bo  much  of  it 
as  survived  the  storm,  went  into  Boston  to  repair, 
and  the  remnant  of  the  British  fleet  went  into  New 
York. 

"  Soon  after  this  storm  our  troops  marched  in  three 
divisions  towards  Newport,— one  on  the  ESast  road  so 
called,  one  on  the  West  road,  and  the  brigade  com- 
manded by  Gen.  Titcomb  moved  in  the  centre, — 
until  we  came  in  sight  of  Newport,  when  orders  were 
given  to  halt,  erect  a  marquee,  and  pitch  our  tents. 
General  orders  were  issued  for  a  detachment  from  the 
army  of  three  thousand  men,  our  number  being  too 
small  to  risk  a  general  engagement  with  the  great 
body  of  British  troops  then  quartered  on  the  south 
end  of  the  island.  Early  on  the  next  morning  a  de- 
tachment of  troops,  of  which  I  was  one,  was  ordered 
to  proceed  forthwith  and  take  possession  of  what  was 
called  Hunneman's  Hill. 

**  The  morning  was  foggy,  and  enabled  us  to  advance 
some  distance  unobserved  by  the  enemy,  but  the  fog 
clearing  away  before  we  reached  the  hill,  we  were 
discovered  by  the  British  and  Tory  troops,  who  com- 
menced such  a  heavy  cannonade  upon  us  that  it  was 
deemed  expedient  by  the  commanding  ofllcers,  to  pre- 
vent the  destruction  of  many  of  our  brave  troops,  that 
we  should  fall  back  and  advance  under  the  cover  of 
night.  Accordingly,  when  night  came,  we  marched 
to  the  hill  undiscovered  by  the  enemy.  We  imme- 
diately commenced  throwing  up  a  breastwork  and 
building  a  fort.  When  daylight  appeared  we  had 
two  cannon  mounted,— one  twenty-four  pounder  and 
one  eighteen, — and  with  our  breastwork  we  had  com- 
pleted a  covered  way,  to  pass  and  repass  without  being 
seen  by  the  enemy.  The  British  had  a  small  fort  or 
redoubt  directly  under  the  muzzles  of  our  cannon, 
with  which  we  saluted  them,  and  poured  in  shot  so 
thick  upon  them  that  they  were  compelled  to  beat  up 
a  retreat.  But  they  returned  again  at  night  to  repair 
their  fort,  when  they  commenced  throwing  bombshells 
into  our  fort,  which,  however,  did  but  little  damage. 
I  saw  several  of  them  flying  over  our  heads,  and  one, 
bursting  in  the  air,  a  fragment  fell  upon  the  shoulder 
of  a  soldier  and  killed  him. 

"  At  this  time  we  were  anxiously  waiting  the  return 
of  the  French  fleet  from  Boston,  where  they  had  gone 
to  repair.  But  learning  that  they  could  not  then  re- 
turn, and  knowing  the  situation  of  the  British  troops, 
that  they  were  enlarging  and  strengthening  their  forts 
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and  redoubts,  and  that  they  had  reiDforcementa  arriv- 
ing daily  from  New  York,  it  was  deemed  expedient  by 
our  commanding  officers,  Lafayette,  Qreene,  and  Sulli- 
van,  all  experienced  and  brave  generals,  that  we 
should  retreat  to  the  north  end  of  the  island. 

"  Accordingly,  on  the  29th  day  of  August,  early  in 
the  morning,  we  struck  our  marquee  and  tents  and 
commenced  a  retreat  The  British  troops  followed, 
and  soon  came  up  with  our  rear-guard  and  com- 
menced firing  upon  them.  The  shots  were  briskly 
returned  and  continued  at  intervals,  until  our  troops 
were  joined  by  a  part  of  our  army  a  short  distance  to 
the  south  of  Quaker  Hill,  so  called,  when  a  general 
engagement  ensued,  in  which  many  lives  were  lost  on 
both  sides.  At  night  we  retreated  from  the  island 
to  Tiverton.  On  the  following  day  we  left  Tiverton, 
crossed  over  Slade's  Ferry,  and  marched  through 
Pawtucket  and  Providence  to  Pawtuxet,  where  we 
remained  until  our  term  of  service  expired. 

"Some  time  ailer  this  I  received  a  lieu  ten  aut-col- 
onePs  commission  and  took  the  command  of  a  regi- 
ment to  guard  the  sea-shores,  and  a  part  of  the  time 
my  regiment  was  stationed  at  Providence.  I  soon  re- 
ceived orders  from  Qen.  Qates,  who  at  that  time  was 
principal  in  command,  to  march  with  my  regiment  to 
Tiverton  and  join  Qen.  Corneirs  brigade.  The  war 
now  raged  throughout  the  country.  Old  and  young, 
parents  and  children,  all,  excepting  the  Tories,  were 
engaged  in  the  common  cause  of  their  country,  in 
breaking  the  shackles  of  colonial  bondage,  in  obtain- 
ing her  liberty,  and  achieving  her  independence. 
Old  England  now  began  to  examine  the  prospects  be- 
fore her.  She  found,  after  a  bloody  contest,  what  she 
might  and  ought  to  have  known  before,  that  her  re- 
bellious colonies,  as  she  was  pleased  to  term  them, 
could  be  ruled,  but  not  ridden  upon,  that  by  mild 
and  liberal  measures  she  might  have  retained  a  valu- 
able part  of  her  kingdom.  She  discovered  her  error 
too  late  to  profit  by  it.  The  brave  people  of  her  col- 
onies were  resolved  to  throw  off*  the  yoke  and  them- 
selves be  fVee. 

**  On  the  29th  day  of  October,  1779,  the  British 
troops  left  Rhode  Island,  and  the  American  troops, 
under  the  command  of  Gens.  Gates  and  Cornell, 
marched  on  to  the  island  and  took  possession  of  the 
town  of  Newport,  On  the  29th  day  of  December 
following,  my  time  of  service  having  expired,  I 
returned  home  to  my  family.  This  was  the  coldest 
winter  known  during  the  last  century.  The  river 
and  bay  were  frozen  over  so  thick  that  people  with 
loaded  teams  passed  all  the  way  from  Fall  River  to 
Newport  on  the  ice.  I  continued  in  the  service  of 
my  country  until  about  the  close  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  when  I  removed  from  Fall  River  to 
Tiverton,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  where  I 
lived  about  thirty  years.  During  this  time  I  was 
elected  by  my  fellow-citizens  to  several  offices  in 
town,  and  was  a  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
for  many  years. 


"When  Thomas  Jefferson  was  elected  President 
of  the  United  States  in  1801,  and  the  Democratic 
fever  raged  to  the  highest  pitch,  I  was  What  was 
then  called  a  Federalist,  and  having  repeatedly 
sworn  to  support  the  Federal  Constitution,  could  not 
consent  to  turn  my  coat  wrong  side  out.  I  was 
therefore  not  permitted  to  hold  any  office  for  acme 
time  after.  But  in  time  this  party  fever  abated,  and 
finally  the  people  united  in  electing  Mr.  Monroe, 
under  the  general  appellation  of  Federal  Republi- 
cans. Attempts  have  since  been  made  to  alter  the 
Constitution,  that  noble  fabric  reared  by  the  Revolu- 
tionary patriots,  and  should  tliey  succeed  it  will  be, 
in  my  estimation,  like  sewing  new  cloth  to  an  old 
garment.'' 
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THE  MAMUFACTUBINQ  IMTBBEST. 

The  Pioneer  Cotton  Bluuafucturer  In  Ftell  Blv«r— Ool.  JoMph 
The  First  Mill— The  Fall  River  Uanuractoiy— The  Troy  OoUou  aimI 
Woolen  Manufactory— The  Pocaiaet  Manufkctarlnf  GompMiy — Tkm 
Auuawau  Manufactory — The  Metacumet  ManuliactiiriDf  Ooai|MUi]r— ' 
The  American  Linen  Company — Union  Mauufacturing  Oompaay — 
The  Qnuiito  Mills— The  Bubesou  Mint— The  Tecumseli  Mill*— TIm 
DurfeeMills— The  Davul  Mills— The  Merchants*  MaottfoctariDf  Obbb- 
pany— The  Mechanics*  Mills— The  Staflbrd  Mills— Tlie  WMtano* 
Mills— The  Slude  Mills— The  Bichard  Borden  Manufactarinc  Oooi- 
pany- The  Wanipanoag  Mill*— Tho  Marragansett  Milla— Tba  King 
•Philip  Mills— The  Crescent  Mills— Tba  Montaup  Mllb— Tlie  Ottmru 
Mills— The  Chase  Mills— The  Flint  Mills—Tha  Donlen  €Htj  MU^— 
The  Sagamore  Mills— The  Shove  Mlllt— Tlia  Barnard  Maiiuraeturiag 
Company- The  Oonanlcut  Mills— The  Globe  Yaru>Milla— Tha  Dottrne 
Mill— The  Laurel  Lake  Mills- The  Baruaby  Maunracturlng  Cbiu- 
pany— The  Fall  lliver  Bleachery— Wauautta  Steam  Wouleu  MUI~ 
The  Wyoming  Mills— The  Massasolt  Manufiictarlng  Oompaaj — Flail 
Biver  Merino  Oompany— Fall  Blver  Spool  and  Bobbin  Oonpaoy— Tli« 
Full  Biver  Iron-Works  Company — Fall  Biver  Machlua  ObmpMiy— ' 
Hargravee  Manufacturing  Oompany — The  Fkll  Birer  Oa«-Work»— 
The  Manufacturers*  Qas>Light  Company — Watuppa  Kasarvoir  Oam 
pany — American  Printing  Company— Union  Belt  OumpMij— Clloba 
Street  Ballway— The  Quequecban  Mills  -An  Old  Landmark. 

The  manufacturing  of  cotton  in  Fall  River  dates 
baclc  to  1811,  when  Col.  Joseph  Durfee,  in  company 
with  a  few  others,  erected  a  small  wooden  factory  in 
what  is  now  known  as  Globe  village.  This  pioneer 
establishment  was  continued  until  1829,  when  it  was 
changed  into  a  print-works,  and  finally  destroyed  by 
fire  in  1888.  This  enterprise  was  not  practically  suc- 
cessful, probably  for  the  lack  in  the  promoters  of 
practical  knowledge  of  the  business.  Col.  Durfee  was 
a  prominent  citizen,  and  during  the  Revolutionary 
war  was  a  zealous  patriot,  and  held  the  rank  of  lieu- 
tenant-colonel in  a  regiment  recruited  from  this 
section. 

The  Fall  River  Manufaotory.— The  year  1813 
ushered  in  an  important  era  in  the  history  of  Fall 
River.  That  year  witnessed  the  organization  of  the 
first  regular  cloth  manufacturing  enterprise  on  a  sub- 
stantial basis  in  the  town.  In  the  month  of  March 
two  companies  were  incorporated, — the  Fall  River 


FALL  RIVER. 


315 


Manufactory  and  the  Troy  Cotton  and  Woolen  Manu- 
factory. The  Fall  River  company  was  organized  with 
a  capital  of  $40,000,  its  prominent  promoters  being 
Daniel  Anthony,  Dexter  Wheeler,  and  Abraham 
Bowen,  with  Anthony  as  treasurer  and  agent.  Mr. 
Anthony  was  a  native  of  Somerset.  The  mill  was 
erected  in  1813,  and  was  sixty  by  forty-five  feet,  three 
stories  high,  with  1600  spindles.  It  went  into  opera- 
tion in  October,  1818,  and  was  the  first  cotton-spin- 
ning organization  in  the  village  of  Fall  River.  Power 
weaving  was  first  done  in  this  factory  in  1817,  the 
weavers  receiving  $2.50  per  week,  and  in  1819  the 
employe's  numbered  about  thirty-five.  The  factory 
erected  in  1813  was  enlarged  in  1827,  and  again  in 
1839,  and  was  entirely  dodtroyed  by  fire  in  18G8.  The 
following  year  the  present  factory  was  erected.  It  is 
two  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet  long,  seventy-three 
feet  wide,  dye  stories  high.  The  mill  contains  640 
looms  and  27,080  spindles.  The  Fall  River  Manu- 
factory was  incorporated  in  1820,  with  a  capital  of 
$150,000,  which  has  been  increased  to  $180,000,  its 
present  capital. 

The  present  oflicers  of  the  corporation  are  as  fol- 
lows :  President,  John  S.  Brayton  ;  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer, Holder  B.  Durfee;  Directors,  John  8.  Brayton, 
Cliristoplier  Borden,  H.  B.  Durfee,  A.  S.  Covel,  and 
J.  M.  Morton,  Jr. 

The  Troy  Cotton  and  Woolen  Manufacturing 

Company  .-Coincident  with  the  starting  of  the  Fall 
River  Manufactory  was  that  of  the  Troy  Manufac- 
turing Company.  The  articles  of  association  upon 
which  this  enterprise  was  inaugurated  are  dated,  as 
approved,  March  8,  1813:  "Articles  of  agreement 
for  the  regulation  and  well-ordering  the  concerns 
and  ]>rocecdings  of  the  subscribers  associated  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a  manufactory  of  cotton  or  other 
goods  in  the  town  of  Troy,  county  of  Bristol  and 
commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  with  a  capital  stock 
of  $50,000,  divided  into  one  hundred  shines,  to  be 
paid  by  ins^talments.  Article  First :  Th^'  company 
shall  be  known  and  called  by  the  name  of  the  Troy 
Manufacturing  Company,  etc."  The  articles,  eleven 
in  number,  were  signed  by  the  following-named  per- 
sons, together  subscribing  for  all  the  shares,  namely: 
Aniey  Borden,  Clark  Chace,  Oliver  Chace,  James 
Maxwell,  Jonathan  Brown,  William  Slade,  N.  M, 
Wheaton,  Oliver  Earl,  Elier  Slade,  Joseph  G.  Luther, 
ShefFcl  Weaver,  John  Stackford  for  Charles  Wheaton 
and  self,  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  James  Driscol,  Benja- 
min Slnde,  Moses  Buffintbn,  Nathan  Slade,  Daniel 
Buflinton,  Hezekinh  Wilson,  Benjamin  E.  Bennett, 
Joseph  BufRnton,  Walter  Durfee,  Wiliam  Read,  Rob- 
inson Buffinton,  John  Martin,  and  Benjamin  Buffin- 
ton.  Article  Second 'Providing  for  an  annual  meet- 
ing, at  which  were  to  be  chosen  a  moderator,  clerk, 
and  standing  committee,  consisting  of  five  persons, 
**  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  transact  and  do  all  the  busi- 
ness of  the  company  during  the  year;*'  this  annual 
meeting  of  the  stockholders  was  holden  on  the  7tli  > 


of  June,  and  James  Maxwell,  Sheffel  Weaver,  Nathan 
Wheeler,  Benjamin  Slade,  and  Jonathan  Brown  were 
chosen  standing  committee  for  the  ensuing  twelve- 
month. At  this  meeting  it  was  voted  to  petition  the 
Legislature  for  a  charter  for  incorporation.  This 
charter  having  been  issued  Feb.  22, 1814,  a  meeting 
was  holden  July  25, 1814,  to  organize  under  their  act, 
and  the  name  of  the  company  was  changed  to  the 
Troy  Cotton  and  Woolen  Manufactory.  There  is 
also  a  record  of  a  meeting  on  the  7th  of  the  same 
month,  at  which  it  was  voted  to  increase  the  amount 
of  capital  $16,000,  assessing  each  share  $40,  payable 
quarterly  during  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Troy  Company's  mill  was  built  of  stone  gath- 
ered from  the  neighboring  fields,  and  designed  to  run 
two  thousand  spindles.  The  building  was  one  hun- 
dred and  eight  feet  long,  thirty-seven  feet  wide,  four 
stories,  and  had  a  low  hip  roof.  It  was  located  at  the 
foot  of  the  fall,  near  to  or  directly  on  the  site  of  an 
old  saw-mill.  The  date  of  its  commencing  operation 
was  about  the  middle  of  March,  1814,  the  building 
having  been  finished  in  the  previous  September. 

Oliver  Chace  was  the  originator  and  agent  of  these 
mills. 

In  1821  the  Troy  Company  had  erected  a  small 
building  where  the  old  saw-mill  previously  referred 
to  stood,  which  was  called  the  "  Little  Mill."  This 
addition  was  nearly  ready  for  occupation  when  the 
main  building  was  burned,  and  was  immediately 
equipped  with  the  few  carders  and  looms  rescued 
from  the  fire  and  a  small  supplement  of  machinery 
from  the  Qlobe,  and  put  in  operation. 

In  1843  an  addition  of  stone,  three  stories  high  and 
seventy-five  by  forty-seven  feet  in  proportions  on  the 
ground,  was  made  to  the  original  Troy  Mill.  Ten 
years  later  this  new  part  was  raised  two  stories  and 
the  building  extended  eighty  feet  on  the  south,  all  the 
old  wooden  erections  being  removed.  In  1860  the 
original  mill  of  1823  was  removed,  and  the  part 
known  as  the  New  Mill  erected  on  the. north  reach- 
ing to  Bedford  Street,  two  hundred  and  ninety-six 
feet  long,  seventy  feet  wide,  and  five  stories  high. 

Oliver  Chace  remained  agent  of  the  Troy  until 
1822.  when  he  accepted  a  similar  position  with  the 
Pocasset  Company. 

The  mill  contains  961  looms  and  38,928  spindles. 
The  present  capital  is  $300,000.  The  present  officers 
are :  President,  Jeflerson  Borden ;  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer, Richard  B.  Borden  ;  Directors,  Jeflerson  Bor- 
den, Stephen  Davol,  Thomas  J.  Borden,  John  S. 
Brayton,  Richard  B.  Borden. 

The  Pocasset  Manufacturing  Company  was  or- 
ganized in  1821,  with  a  paid  in  capital  of  $100,000, 
with  Samuel  Rodman  as  president  and  principal 
owner.  The  original  stockholders  were  eight  in 
number,  namely,  Samuel  Rodman,  Abraham  Bowen, 
Oliver  Chace,  Clark  Chace,  William  Slade,  Nathaniel 
B.  Borden,  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  and  Edward  Bennett. 
Oliver  Chace  became  the  first  agent.    The  first  build- 
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ing  erected  waa  that  known  oa  the  "  Bridge  Mill."  It 
was  forty  by  one  hundred  feet,  three  stoHea  high. 
This  waa  desEroycfl  in  the  fire  of  1S43. 

The  Pocosset  Oompany  seemed  to  hnve  mnde  it  a 
point  to  encournge  smaller  manufHcturers,  end  to  this 
end  erected  buildings  Hiiccessively  for  some  t«n  or 
lifteen  years,  which  were  leased  to  other  parties.  A 
buihII  building  to  the  west  of  the  ell  of  the  old 
"Bridge  Mill"  was  occupied  by  Job  Eddy,  of  New 
Bedford,  and  subsequently  by  Edward  and  Oliver  S. 
Hawes  and  otherm  for  printing  calicoes  in  a  small  way, 
but  this  waa  of  short  continuance. 

In  the  fall  of  1S24,  Andrew  Uobcson,  of  New  Bod- 
ford,  came  to  Fall  River  to  eatnlilish  a  calico-printing 
buniness,  and  made  arrangements  with  the  PocBSBct 
Company  to  occupy  a  part  of  the  building  erected  in 
IBBfi,  and  known  as  the  Satinet  Factory.  The  capital 
(160,000)  for  this  enterprise  waa  generally  sul>8cril>ed 
in  New  Bedford.  The  south  half  of  this  building 
was  occupied  by  J.  &  J.  Eddy  for  the  mannfacture  of 
woolen  goods  (whence  the  name  "  Satinet"),  and  con- 
tinued to  be  so  used  by  them  till  the  erection  of  the 
Wamsutta  Steam  Woolen-Mill,  on  "Mosquito  Island," 
in  1849.  In  1826  a  stone  building,  on  the  site  of  the 
present  Quequechan  Mill,  known  in  those  days  as  the 
"  New  Pocasset,"  wna  erected  and  leased  to  A.  &  J. 
Shove,  who  sub-leased  the  north  half  to  Chiise  iSc 
Luther,  both  firma  engaging  in  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  into  yarn  and  cloth.  The  succeeding  year  still 
another  stone  building  was  put  up,  which  was  aller- 
wards  known  as  the  "Mossosoit,"  and  now  an  tiio 
"  Watiippa  Mill."  It  was  a  building  so  large  that  it 
waa  conaidered  no  one  firm  would  want  to  occupy  the 
whole  of  it,  hence  a  partition- wall  was  run  from  the 
foundation  to  the  roof,  and  two  wheel-pits  put  in. 

January,  1831,  Holden  Borden  leased  the  whole 
mill  and  proceeded  with  a  master  hand  to  develop 
the  manufacturing  business.  The  mill  was  furnished 
with  nine  thousand  spindles,  and  was  from  the  begin- 
ning successful.  This  enterprise  of  Holden  Borden 
gave  character  to  the  buainoas  ond  definitely  settled 
the  future  of  Fall  Itiver  as  a  manufacturing  centre. 
From  that  time  onward  the  growth  of  Fall  Itiver  as  a 
cotton  manufacturing  city  has  been  almost  phcnom- 

The  old  Quequechan  Mill,  which  commenced  opera- 
tions in  182ii,  and  waa  owned  by  the  company,  has 
been  taken  down  and  mills  No.  2  on  Pocasset  tilreet 
and  No.  3  on  Central  Street  built.  The  company  now 
run  56,112  spindlea  and  1385  looms  on  aheeting,  shirt- 
ing, drilling,  duck,  and  print  clotha ;  employ  730 
handa.  Capital,  ¥1,161,000.  President,  Samuel  W. 
Rodman,  Boston;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Bradford  D. 
Davol,  Fall  River;  Directors,  Samuel  W.  Rodman, 
Stephen  Davol,  F.  M.  Weld,  B.  R.  Weld,  Horatio 
Hathaway,  Thomas  It.  Rodman,  Alfred  Rodman. 

The  Annawan  Hannfactory  was  incorporated 
Feb.  8,  1825,  with  a  capital  of  tl(iO,000.  One  of  the 
lower  water  privileges  on  the  Fall  River  stream  was 


purchased  of  the  Fall  River  Iron-Worka  Company,  and 
a  brick  mill,  with  flniiihed  stone  in  the  lower  stories, 
immediately  erected  under  the  supervision  of  MaJ. 
Bradford  Durfee.  He  was  aUo  the  agent  of  tlie  mill. 
Thirteen  persona  took  all  the  atock,  hs  follows:  Abra- 
ham and  Isaac  Wilkinson,  four  shares;  Bradford 
Durfee,  two;  William  Valentine, two;  Joseph  Butler, 
two;  Richard  Borden,  two;  Holden  Borden,  four; 
Benjamin  Rodman,  eight;  Francis  Riitch,  one;  Wil- 
liam D.  Rotcb,  one;  Thomas  Swain,  one;  Willinm 
Swain,  one;  Charles  W.  Morgan,  two.  Of  this  capi- 
tal one  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  paid  in. 

The  Annawan  contains  102  looms  und  10,010 
spindles,  Capital,  fltiO.OOO.  The  present  oil  i  cur.  ore 
OS  follows;  President,  Jell'eraon  Borden;  Clerk,  Kieh- 
ard  B.  Borden  ;  Treasurer,  Thomas  8.  Borden ;  Direc- 
tors, Jefferson  Borden.  R.  B.  Borden,  A.  S.  Covel,  John 
8.  Braylon,  Thomas  S.  Borden. 

The  Hetacomet  Uannfactnring  Company.— The 
mill  owned  by  this  company  was  built  in  1847  by  the 
Fall  River  Iron- Works  Company,  and  owned  exclu- 
sively by  that  corporation,  which  also  owned  the  Fall 
River  Oas-Works  Company,  the  Fall  River  and  Provi- 
dence Steamboat  Company,  and  the  Fall  River  Ma- 
chine Company.  These  five  companies  were  operated 
in  conjunction  until  1880,  when  a  diviKioii  occurred. 
The  Metocomet  Mill  conUius  25,760  spindles  and  592 
looms.  Capital,  (288,000.  The  present  omcors  are 
as  follows:  President,  Jeffcraon  Borden;  Clerk  and 
Treasurer,  Thomas  6.  Borden ;  Directors,  JutTerson 
llorden,  John  S.  Braylon,  R.  B.  Borden,  A.  8.  Tripp, 
Robert  C.  Brown,  and  David  A.  Brayton,  Jr. 

The  American  Linen  Company.— The  your  ISSa 
witnessed  the  establishing  of  u  new  industry  in  ihia 
city.  This  was  the  American  Linen  Company,  organ- 
ixcd  for  manufacluriug  the  liner  linen  fabrics  on  a 
large  scale.  This  corporation  owns  two  mills.  No.  I 
Mill,  301  feet  by  63,  four  stories  high,  was  erected  in 
1352.  In  1858  the  production  was  changed  to  cotton 
print  cloths,  and  the  mill  was  enlarged.  No.  2  Mill 
was  built  in  1866,  300  feet  long,  72  feet  wide,  and  five 
stories  high.  These  mills  contain  1^73  looms  and 
82.452  spindles.  Capital,  1400,000.  Whiter  Paine  (Sd) 
was  treasurer  and  agent  from  its  organisation  to  1879, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  Philip  D.  Burdou.  The 
present  officers  are  as  follows ; 

President,  Jefferson  Burden ;  Clerk,  Daniel  G. 
Chace;  Treasurer,  Philip  D.  Bordeu  ;  Superintendeut, 
Jainea  P.  Hillard ;  Directors,  Jelleioon  Borden,  Rich- 
ard B.  Borden,  John  S.  Brayton,  A.  S.  Tripp,  Na- 
thaniel Lindsey,  Fall  River;  Horace  M.  Barnes, 
Bristol;  W.  H.  Peurce,  Providence. 

The  Union  Cotton  Uanafaoturing  Company.— 
The  Union  Mill  Company  was  incorp"r»led  Dec.  31, 
I860,  with  a  capital  of  *175,000.  The  first  ofticera 
were  S.  Angior  CImce,  president;  David  Anthony, 
treiuturer;  Simeon  Borden,  clerk;  and  S,  A.  Chace, 
David  Anthony,  Hale  Itemington,  William  Mofton, 
Charles  O.  Shove,  and  Charles  P.  Dring,  directors. 
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Thin  enterprise  was  succesHful,  and  gave  an  impetus 
to  manufacturing  and  to  the  growth  of  the  city  in 
every  direction.  No.  1  Mill  was  completed  in  1860, 
and  No.  2  in  1865. 

During  the  financial  troubles  in  1879  the  property 
of  the  Union  Mill  Company  was  sold  to  the  creditors 
and  reorganized  as  the  Union  Cotton  Manufacturing 
Company.  No.  3  Mill  was  subsequently  completed, 
and  the  mills  now  contain  89,608  spindles  and  2122 
looms.  The  present  capital  is  $750,000.  The  present 
officers  are : 

President,  William  D.  Forbes;  Clerk,  Joseph  F. 
Knowles;  Treasurer,  Thomas  E.  Brayton;  Directors, 
William  D.  Forbes,  Charles  Whitney,  Boston  ;  A.  H. 
Scabnry,  Thomas  B.  Wilcox,  New  Be<lford ;  John  B. 
Anthony,  Providence;  Theodore  Dean,  Taunton; 
F.  H.  Stafford,  Henry  C.  Lincoln,  James  M.  Morton, 
Jr.,  Fall  River. 

The  Oranite  Mills  were  incorporated  March  3, 
1863,  with  William  Mason  as  president,  Charles  O. 
Sliove  treasurer,  and  William  Mason,  Lazarus  Bor- 
den, Eklmund  Chase,  Samuel  Hathaway,  Charles  O. 
Shove,  and  Charles  P.  Stickney,  first  board  of  direc- 
tors. The  originator  of  this  enterprise  was  Charles  O. 
Shove,  who  for  several  years  previously  had  contem- 
plated the  erection  of  a  cotton-mill.  The  original 
capital  was  $225,000,  which  was  increased  to  $400,000 
in  May,  1864,  and  to  $415,000  the  following  July,  but 
in  1871  was  rc<luced  to  $400,000,  its  present  capital. " 

No.  1  Mill,  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  feet 
long,  seventy  feet  wide,  five  stories  high,  commenced 
running  in  January,  1865,  and  the  first  lot  of  cotton 
was  manufactured  at  a  loss  of  $60,000.  Soon  after, 
however,  a  rapid  change  for  the  better  took  place,  the 
])rofits  of  the  corporation  were  large,  and  in  1871  No. 
2  Mill  was  erected,  three  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
feet  long,  seventy-four  feet  wide,  ftwe  stories  high. 
The  two  mills  contain  79,000  spindles  and  1902  looms. 

Mr.  Charles  O.  Shove  was  the  active  manufacturer 
and  financial  manager  of  these  mills  until  his  death 
in  July,  1875,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
Charles  M.  Shove,  who  is  the  present  clerk  and  treas- 
urer. The  present  officers  of  the  company  are  as  fol- 
lows: President,  William  Mason;  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer, Charles  M.  Shove ;  Directors,  W.  Mason,  Ed- 
mund Chase,  John  S.  Brayton,  Iram  Smith,  John  P. 
Slade,  Charles  M.  Shove,  and  Frank  S.  Stevens. 

The  Robeson  Mills. — This  corporation  was  organ- 
ized Dec.  1,  1865,  with  the  following  board  of  direc- 
tors: Andrew  Robeson,  Jr.,  Charles  P.  Stickney, 
Samuel  Hathaway,  William  .C.  Davol,  Jr.,  Linden 
Cook,  Samuel  Castner,  and  Josiah  Brown.  Samuel 
Hathaway  was  elected  president,  and  Linden  Cook 
treasurer.  The  new  corporation  took  the  name  Robe- 
son Mills,  from  Andrew  Robeson,  Sr.,  and  was  incor- 
porated Feb.  20,  1866.  A  brick  mill,  three  stories 
high,  with  a  French  roof,  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  feet  long  and  seventy-six  feet  wide,  was  erected 
during  the  year  1866,  and  commenced  running  in 


March,  1867.  The  mill  has  since  been  enlarged,  and 
now  contains  23,648  spindles  and  600  looms.  Capital, 
$260,000.  The  present  officers  are:  President,  Linden 
Cook ;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Linden  Cook ;  Directors, 
Linden  Cook,  William  R.  Robeson,  Dan  forth  Horton, 
Frank  S.  Stevens,  Louis  Robeson,  £.  £.  Hathaway, 
and  Samuel  Luther. 

The  Teenmseh  Mills. — ^These  mills  were  incor- 
porated Feb.  8,  1866.  Augustus  Chace,  James  W. 
Hartley,  John  P.  Slade,  and  their  associates  were  in- 
corporated as  the  Tecumseh  Mills  Company,  with  a 
capital  of  $350,000,  in  shares  of  $1000  each.  This 
stock  was  taken  by  eighty-nine  subscribers.  Land 
was  purchased  on  Hartweli  Street,  bordering  also  on 
the  Quequechan  River,  a  short  distance  above  the- 
upper  or  Troy  dam,  and  immediate  steps  taken  for 
the  erection  of  a  mill  of  about  20,000  spindles.  Au- 
guRtus  Chace  was  elected  president,  Isaac  B«  Chace 
treasurer,  and  the  following  board  of  directors :  Au- 
gustus Chace,  James  W.  Hartley,  Louis  L.  Barnard, 
Lazarus  Borden,  Jonathan  T.  Lincoln,  Cook  Borden, 
and  Dan  forth  Horton. 

The  mill  was  completed  and  running  in  1866.  In 
1873  No.  2  mill  was  completed.  No.  1  mill  has  28,472 
spindles  and  589  looms,  and  No.  2  has  22,576  spindles 
and  576  looms.    Capital,  $500,000. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  President,  Au- 
gustus Chace;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Frank  H. 
Dwelly;  Directors,  Augustus  Chace,  Samuel  Wad- 
dington,  D.  T.  Wilcox,  John  Southworth,  S.  B.  Chase, 
George  E.  Hoar,  George  W.  Nowell,  Jerome  C.  Bor- 
den, and  Leontine  Lincoln. 

The  Durfee  Mills. — ^This  company  was  organized  in 
1876  with  a  capital  of  $500,000,  and  named  in  honor 
of  Maj.  Bradford  Durfee,  whose  son  was  the  principal 
stockholder  and  original  president.  This  corporation 
owns  three  mills.  No.  1  was  built  in  1866,  No.  2  in 
1871,  and  No.  3  in  1881.  This  has  the  largest  capacity 
of  any  corporation  in  the  city,  having  109,860  spindles 
and  2734  looms.  Capital,  $500,000.  The  present 
officers  are :  President,  John  S.  Brayton ;  Clerk  and 
Treasurer,  David  A.  Brayton,  Jr.;  Directors,  John 
S.  Brayton,  Hezekiah  A.  Brayton,  and  David  A. 
Brayton,  Jr. 

The  Davol  Mills  Company  was  organized  Dec.  1, 
1866,  and  incorporated  in  1867,  nineteen  persons  con- 
tributing the  entire  capital  of  $270,000,  and  named 
afler  one  of  the  conspicuous  promoters  of  cotton 
manufacturing,  William  0.  Davol.  A  site  was  se- 
lected above  the  dam  and  on  the  west  side  of  the 
pond,  in  such  proximity  to  the  latter  as  to  assure  a 
convenient  supply  of  pure  water  for  steam  purposes. 
Ground  was  broken  for  the  foundation  April  1, 1867, 
and  on  the  11th  of  March,  1868,  the  first  yard  of  cloth 
was  woven. 

This  company  has  two  mills,  with  an  aggregate  of 
30,496  spindles  and  768  looms.  The  company  was 
reorganized  in  1880,  and  has  a  capital  of  $400,000. 
The  present  officers  are :  President,  Frank  8.  Stevens ; 
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Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Charlei)  M.  Sladcj  Directors, 
WillUm  C.  Davol,  Frank  8.  Stevens,  Jonathan  Slade, 
E.  E.  Hathaway,  W.  C.  Davol,  Jr.,  Charlea  It.  Batt, 
William  A.  Huakeli,  Daniel  Denny,  Boston. 

The  Ketohanti'  Ua&afaoturinir  Company.— 
This  company  was  organized  Oct.  24,  1866,  with  & 
capital  of  eight  hundred  thousand  dolloni. 

On  the  2d  af  November  following  a  permanent  or- 
ganization of  the  compiiny  wus  arrnnged,  W.  H.  Jen- 
nings being  chosen  treasurer  and  corporation  elerk, 
and  James  Henry,  W.  H.  Jennings,  Auguslua  Chaco, 
L.  L,  Barnard,  Robert  IS.  Oibbs,  Char1e«  H.  Dean, 
Crawford  E.  Lindsey,  Robert  K.  Remington,  and 
Lafayette  Nichols,  directors.  At  a  subsequent  meet- 
ing James  Henry  was  chosen  president,  and  Mr. 
Jennings,  clerk. 

The  promoter  of  thia  enlarprise  was  Mr,  William 
H.  Jennings,  a  man  of  great  buainesa  energy  and 
tact.  As  illustrative  of  this  fact,  it  is  said  that  he 
secured  all  the  capital,  tSOO,000,  in  the  brief  period 
of  two  days.  The  mill  was  erected  in  1867,  and  in 
February,  IS68,  the  firut  cloth  was  made,  and  in  the 
following  fall  was  in  full  operation.  In  1872  a  largo 
addition  to  the  mill  wus  completed,  thus  making  it 
the  largest  mill  under  one  roof  in  Fall  Uiver.    It 


dOfim  spindles 
$800,000. 

The  present  officers  a 
James  Henry ;  Clerk  ai 
Chase;  Directors,   Jamea 


ind  2100  looms;    capital, 

'e  as  follows ;  President, 
d  Treasurer,  Simeon  B. 
Henry,  William  H.  Jen- 
nings, Augustus  Cbace,  James  M.  Osborn,  Riehard 
B.  Borden,  Robert  T.  Davis,  Samuel  Wadinglfln, 
Andrew  J.  Borden. 

The  Ueohanica'  Hills. — This  corporation  was 
chartered  May  25,  18ti8,  and  organized  on  the  Ut  of 
the  following  July  with  the  following  olhcera:  Presi- 
dent and  Agent,  Thomas  J.  Borden  ;  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer, D.  H.  Dyer;  Directors,  Thomas  J,  Borden, 
Stephen  Davol,  Lazarus  Borden,  Job  B.  French, 
Southard  H.  Miller,  li.  M.  0.  Durfee,  Tillinghast 
llecords,  James  M.  Morion,  Jr.,  and  A.  D.  Baslon. 

The  capital  stock  was  fixed  at  $750,000,  divide<l 
Into  7600  shares  of  HlOO  each.  The  stock  was  largely 
distributed  among  parties  of  small  means,  there 
being  in  all  328  Btockholders,  18S  of  whom  owned 
from  1  to  10  shares  each,  and  73  owned  from  11 
to  25  shares  each,  making  261  stockholders,  no  one 
of  whom  owned  over  (2500  of  the  stock,  and  aver- 
aging leas  than  (1000  each.  The  organization  of 
the  Merchants'  Klanufucturing  Company  in  1807, 
with  a  capital  of  (800,000  and  about  STiO  stock- 
holdera,  and  of  the  Mechanics'  Mills  in  1868,  with  a 
capital  of  1750,000  and  S2S  stockholdera,  were  the 
development  of  a  new  feature  in  the  ownership  of 
manufacturing  property  in  Fall  River,  all  previous 
enterprises  of  the  kind  having  been  associations  of 
parties  of  considerable  wealth,  while  these  two  were 
the  result  uf  bringing  together  in  large  amounts  the 
funds  of  parties  of  very  moderate  capital. 


The  mills  were  completed  and  running  In  1809. 
Thoma«  J.  Uorden  remained  president  until  1871, 
when  he  rexigued,  and  was  succeeded  by-  Stephen 
Davol.  D.  H.  Dyer  was  treasurer  until  1871,  when 
Thomas  J.  Horden  succeeded,  and  continued  until 
February,  1876,  when  George  B. Durfee  wus  appointed. 
He  was  succeeded  in  1879  by  Frank  S.  Stevens,  who 
held  the  oilice  about  two  years,  when  he  resigned,  and 
H.  N.  Durfee,  the  present  treasurer,  was  appointed. 
James  M.  Morion,  Jr.,  the  prenent  clerk,  was  ap- 
puintcd  Fob.  3,  1870.  These  mills  have  58,712  spin- 
dles and  IU3II  looms.    Capital,  t75<I.IHH). 

The  present  ofBcera  areas  follows :  President,  Stephen 
Davol;  Clerk,  James  M.  Morton,  Jr.;  Treasurer, 
Horatio  N.  Durfee;  Directors,  Stephen  Davol,  Job 
tl.  French,  Thomas  J.  Itorden,  Tillinghast  Records, 
Southard  H.  Miller,  Jamea  M.  Morton,  Jr.,  John  B. 
Huthsway,  F.  S.  Stevens,  John  8.  Braylon. 

The  Stafford  Hilli  was  organixod  I^.  12,  187(i, 
with  H  capital  of  $riOO,OiH>.  Foster  If.  Stiillord  wn» 
electeil  president  and  agent,  and  Shubaul  P.  Lovdl 
clerk  and  treasurer,  with  the  following  board  of  direc- 
tors: F.  H.  Stall'urd,  Sainnol  lliilUawuy,  C'Imrles  1'. 
Stickney,  Robert  T.  Davis,  William  C.  Duvol,  Wil- 
liam L.  Slade,  Danfurih  llorton,  Edmund  Chaso,  and 
Weaver  Osborn. 

March  16,  1871,  this  corporation  was  dissolved,  and 
the  subscribers,  twenty-two  in  number,  reurguniMwl 
under  a  special  charter  granted  to  Charles  P.  Stick- 
ney, Samuel  Hathaway,  Foster  H.  Slull'ord,  and  their 
associates  as  the  "StalTord  Mills,"  with  a  capital  of 
(550,000.  The  persona  chosen  offiuerti  in  the  &nt  or- 
ganization were  elected  to  the  same  positions  under 
the  special  charter. 

The  company  assumed  the  name  of  "  Btalfurd 
Mills,"  in  honor  of  Uieir  president,  who  was  the  pro- 
jector of  the  enterprise,  and  whose  long  experience, 
untiring  devotion  to  the  business,  and  proved  skill 
and  success  had  justly  earned  him  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  his  associates. 

The  mill  was  erected  in  1872,  aud  now  cuntniaa 
88,800  spindles  and  966  looms.    Capital,  (r)5O,0O0. 

The  present  oRiccnt  are  as  follows :  Prwidcut,  F.  IT. 
Stalfurd;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Albert  E.  Itosworth; 
Agent,  F.  U.  SUfl'otd;  Directors,  F,  II.  Stall'urd.  U. 
T,  Davis,  Edmund  Chase,  Danforlh  llorton,  William 
L.  Slade,  William  Mason,  Irani  Smith,  Frank  &. 
Stevens,  and  E.  E.  Hathaway. 

The  Slade  Mill  was  organized  May  1,  1871,  its 
principal  promoters  being  William  L.  and  Jonathan 
Blade,  Benjamin  Hall,  the  Dwelly  heirs,  Frank  S. 
Stevens,  John  C.  Milne,  W.  and  J.  M.  Osborn,  Rich- 
ard B.  and  Thomas  J.  Borden,  S.  Angier  Chace,  David 
A.  Braylon,  B.  M.  C.  Durfee,  and  William  Valentine. 
William  M,  Slude  wiks  chosen  president,  and  James 
M,  Oaborn  treasurer.  These  mills  coulnin  37,0-ll> 
spindles  and  876  looms.  Capital,  $550,000.  The 
present  officers  are  as  follows :  President,  William  L. 
Slade ;  Clerk  aud  Treasurer,  Henry  S,  Fenner ;  Direc- 
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tors,  William  L.  81ade,  Jerome  D welly,  Frank  8. 
Stevens,  Benjamin  Hall,  Jonathan  Blade,  John  C. 
Milne,  Daniel  Wilbur,  Henry  S.  Fenner,  Qeorge  W. 
Hills. 

The  Weetamoe  Mills  Company.— The  first  meet- 
ing for  the  organization  of  this  company  was  held 
Dec.  29, 1870,  and  the  following  directors  were  chosen : 
L.  L.  Barnard,  Job  B.  French,  Jonathan  I.  Hilliard, 
Josiah  0.  Blaisdell,  William  Lindsey,  Francis  B. 
Hood,  Henry  C.  Lincoln,  E.  C.  Kilburn,  and  D.  H. 
Dyer.  L.  L.  Barnard  was  elected  president,  and  D.  H. 
Dyer,  treasurer.  The  act  of  incorporation  is  dated 
Feb.  24,  1871.  The  number  of  original  subscribers 
was  two  hundred  and  seventy-five.  Land  for  a  mill- 
site  was  purchased  on  the  banks  of  Taunton  River, 
near  Slade's  Ferry,  and  the  new  corporation  assumed 
the  name  of  "  Weetamoe,"  after  the  Queen  of  the 
Pocassets,  who  was  drowned  near  by  in  crossing  the 
river.  Another  tract  of  land,  north  of  Mechanics- 
ville,  was  purchased  for  tenement  houses.  Work  on 
the  mill  building  was  begun  in  March,  1872,  and 
within  ten  montlis  the  looms  were  running  off  cloth. 

The  mill  is  of  brick,  three  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
long,  seventy-four  feet  wide,  and  five  stories  high,  with 
basement. 

The  first  steps  in  the  organization  of  this  company 
were  taken  by  D.  Ilartwell  Dyer,  who  opened  the 
books  for  subscriptions,  and  he  also  drew  the  plans 
for  the  erection  of  the  mills.  The  mill  contains 
34,080  spindles  and  860  looms.  Capital,  $550,000. 
The  present  oflicers  are  as  follows :  President,  Job  B. 
French;  Clerk,  John  E.  Blaisdell;  Treasurer,  Wil- 
liam Lindsey;  Directors,  Job  B.  French,  Elijah  C. 
Kilburn,  Josiah  C.  Blaisdell,  Henry  C.  Lincoln,  Wil- 
liam Lindsey,  John  P.  Siade,  William  H.  Ashley. 

The  Richard  Borden  Manufacturing  Company 
was  organized  May  19, 1871,  the  entire  capital  of 
$800,000  being  taken  by  twelve  individuals.  Thomas 
J.  Borden  was  elected  treasurer  and  corporation  clerk, 
and  Richard  Borden,  Philip  D.  Borden,  Thomas  J. 
Borden,  Richard  B.  Borden,  and  A.  S.  Covel,  direc- 
tors. Richard  Borden  was  chosen  president  at  the 
second  meeting  of  the  board. 

The  mill,  which  is  one  of  the  most  perfect  struc- 
tures for  manufacturing  purposes  in  the  country,  was 
erected  and  "  wound  up"  under  the  personal  super- 
vision of  Thomas  J.  Borden,  who  made  the  plans  of 
construction  and  machine  equipment.  It  was  started  in 
February,  1873.  The  present  number  of  spindles  are 
46,048,  with  1080  looms.  Its  production  annually  is 
14,000,000  yards  of  print  cloth. 

Col.  Richard  Borden  remained  president  until  his 
death,  in  February,  1874,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 
his  son  Richard  B.  Borden,  who  continued  in  the 
ofiice  until  1876,  when  he  succeeded  Thomas  J. 
Borden  as  treasurer,  and  has  officiated  in  that  ca- 
pacity to  the  present  time.    Capital,  $800,000. 

The  present  oflicers  are  as  follows:  President, 
Thomas  J.  Borden ;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Richard 


B.  Borden ;  Directors,  Thomas  J.  Borden,  Richard 

B.  Borden,  A.  8.  Covel,  Jerome  C.  Borden,  Edward 
P.  Borden,  M.  C.  D.  Borden,  and  Avery  Plummer. 

The  Wampanoag  Hill  Company.— The  prelimi- 
nary meeting  for  the  oi^anization  of  this  company 
was  held  May  23,  1871,  when  Stephen  Davol,  J.  D. 
Flint,  William  H.  Jennings,  L.  8.  Earl,  Walter  C. 
Durfee,  and  R.  T.  Davis  combined  for  the  purpose  of 
projecting  a  new  corporation.  On  the  Slst  of  the 
same  month,  the  capital  of  $400,000  having  been  sub- 
scribed, the  company  was  organized  with  Walter  C. 
Durfee  as  treasurer  and  corporation  clerk,  and  R.  T. 
Davis,  J.  D.  Flint,  Walter  C.  Durfee,  Stephen  Davol, 
Foster  H.  Stafford,  Simeon  Borden,  deorge  H.  Eddy, 
A.  L.  Covel,  L.  8.  Earl,  William  H.  Jennings,  and 
John  H.  Brown,  directors. '  At  a  subsequent  meeting 
R.  T.  Davis  was  chosen  president. 

No.  1  Mill  was  erected  in  1872,  and  No.  2  Mill  in 
1879.  These  mills  operate  64,872  spindles  and  1605 
looms.  Present  capital,  $500,000.  The  present  officers 
are :  President,  Robert  T.  Davis ;  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
Walter  C.  Durfee ;  Directors,  Robert  T.  Davis,  W.  C. 
Durfee,  John  D.  Flint,  Stephen  Davol,  Foster  H. 
Stafford,  William  H.  Jennings,  Qeorge  H.  Eddy, 
Simeon  Borden,  John  H.  Boone,  Daniel  Wilbur. 

The  Narragansett  Mills.— The  original  promoters 
of  this  mill  were  Daniel  McCowan,  James  Waring, 
A.  D.  Easton,  and  others.  The  capital,  originally 
$350,000,  was,  on  the  acceptance  of  the  charter,  July 
6,  1871,  increased  to  $400,000.  At  the  meeting  of 
organization,  July  12th,  James  Waring  was  chosen 
treasurer,  and  A.  D.  Easton  president.  The  mill  was 
finished  and  wound  up  for  operation  by  the  latter  part 
of  December  in  the  following  year.  Its  capacity  is 
32,144  spindles  and  787  looms.  The  present  officers 
are  as  follows :  President,  Robert  Henry ;  Clerk  and 
Treasurer,  James  Waring  ;  Directors,  Robert  Henry, 
James  Waring,  Foster  H.  Stafford,  David  T.  Wilcox, 
James  P.  Hillard,  Samuel  Wadington,  Qeorge  W. 
Nowell. 

The  King  Philip  Mills. — ^This  corporation  was  pro- 
jected in  1871  by  Messrs.  Elijah  C.  Kilburn  and  Craw- 
ford E.  Lindsey,  of  Fall  River,  and  Jonathan  Chace, 
of  Valley  Falls,  R.  I.  Believing  that  the  times  were 
auspicious  for  the  establishment  of  a  company  for  the 
manufacture  of  fine  cotton  goods,  these  gentlemen  de- 
cided to  open  a  subscription  to  a  capital  of  $500,000 
for  a  mill  of  about  36,000  spindles.  Within  a  fort- 
night the  $500,000  desired  was  subscribed  (and  $160,- 
000  more  offered),  and  on  July  14, 1871,  the  company 
was  duly  organized  by  the  election  of  Mr.  C.  E.  Lind- 
sey as  president,  Mr.  E.  C.  Kilburn  as  treasurer,  Mr. 
A.  S.  Tripp  as  clerk,  and  a  board  of  eleven  directors, 
viz.,  Jonathan  Chace,  James  Henry,  S.  Angler  Chace, 

C.  E.  Lindsey,  Philip  D.  Borden,  Charles  O.  Shove, 
£.  C.  Kilburn,  A.  S.  Tripp,  Benjamin  A.  Chace, 
Simeon  Borden,  and  Charles  H.  Dean. 

Work  was  begun  on  the  foundation  of  the  No.  1 
Mill  in  October,  1871,  and  pressed  forward  until  cold 
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weather  prevented  further  operations  that  season. 
In  April,  1872,  work  wna  resumed,  llie  mill  building 
com)ileted,  Uie  mHcliinery  received  and  placed  in  po- 
sition, and  in  March,  1873,  the  first  piece  of  cloth  was 

The  mill  is  situated  on  the  west  »hore  of  Laurel 
Lake,  and  ia  built  of  granite  quarried  on  the  prom- 
iaes.  It  is  three  hundred  and  twenty  by  ninety-two 
feet,  being  a  wide  mill,  so  called,  aud  ia  four  storie:! 
high  above  the  basement.  The  engine-  and  picker- 
house  is  attached  to  the  main  building,  and  is  sixty- 
five  by  fifty  feet,  and  three  stories  high. 

Thiamin  contains  42.01G  splndlu  and  ftfiS  wide- 
looms. 

The  anticipations  of  the  projectors  of  the  King 
Philip  Mills  were  fully  verified  within  a  decade  from 
the  starting  of  the  No.  1  Mill,  for  in  June,  1S81,  in 
response  to  a  request  from  many  of  its  largest  stock- 
holdem,  the  directors  issued  a  caU  for  a  meeting  to 
consider  the  advisubiiity  of  increasing  the  capital 
stock  from  $500,000  to  (1,000,000,  and  the  erection  of 
a  new  mill.  The  corporation,  by  u  lai^e  vole,  de- 
cided to  adopt  the  plans  proposed  by  the  directors, 
and  in  July,  1881,  ground  was  broken  for  the  founda- 
tion of  the  No.  2  Mill,  which  was  completed  in 
1882,  and  has  52,928  spindles  and  1006  looms.  This 
mill  is  three  hundred  and  eighty-six  by  ninety-two 
feet,  which,  together  willi  the  No.  1  Mill  aud  engine- 
house,  present  an  unbroken  frontage  of  seven  hundred 
and  forty-six  feet. 

The  two  mills  contain  94,944  spindles  and  1838 
looms,  having  more  spindles  in  operation  than  any 
other  corporation  in  the  city,  with  the  single  excep- 
tion of  the  Durfee  Mills.    Capital,  91,000,000. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows :  President,  Craw- 
ford E.  Lindsey ;  Corporation  Clerk,  Azariah  S.  Tripp ; 
Treasurer,  Elijah  C.  Kilhuni ;  Directors,  C.  E.  Lind- 
sey, E.  C.  Kilburn,  William  Lindsey,  Edwin  Shaw, 
Henry  H.  Burl,  Lcontine  Lincoln,  Charles  K.  Fisher, 
liohert  Henry. 

The  Cresoent  Uilli  were  organised  Oct.  £S,  ISTl, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $500,000,  and  the  erection 
of  this  mill  was  soon  after  commenced,  and  the 
main  building  is  of  granite,  339  feet  by  74,  four 
stories  and  attic  above  the  basement.  The  picker- 
house  building  in  rear  is  80  by  50  feet,  three 
stories  high.  The  firat  cotton  was  put  in  Dec  21, 
1872,  and  the  6rat  cloth  produced  Feb.  8,  1873,  and 
the  entire  mill  wad  in  full  operation  Aug.  30,  1873. 
The  mill  contains  33,280  spindles  and  762  looms. 

The  original  officers  of  the  corporuiiou  were  Ben- 
jamin Covel,  president;  Lafayette  Nichols,  treasurer; 
and  Benjamin  Covel,  L.  Nichols,  D.  A.  Chapin,  Wil- 
liam B.  Durfec,  J.  F.  Nichols,  Joseph  Urady,  David 
F.  Brown,  O.  M.  Baffiirds,  and  A.  S.  Covel  consti- 
tuted the  board  of  directors. 

Mr.  Nicliols  served  as  treasurer  until  Nov.  12, 1873, 
when  he  resigned,  und  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  It.  B. 
Borden.    Mr.  Borden  filled  the  position  until  Feb,  9, 


1876,  when  he  resigned,  and  Mr.  A.  8.  Cuvel,  lJi« 
present  treasurer,  was  elected.  Gaplul,  <500,000.  TUa 
present  officers  are  as  follows :  President,  lleujunia 
Covel ;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Alphonso  S.  Covel ;  Di- 
rectors, Benjamin  Covel,  Daniel  A.  Chapin,  WllliBm 
B.  Durfee,  Alphonso  S.  Covel,  Lafayett*  Nichols,  W. 
H.  Ashley,  and  N.  Amzen. 

The  Hontaup  Uilli  were  organized  Nov.  14, 1871, 
when  the  following  board  of  directors  was  chosen: 
Josiah  Brown,  Bradford  D.  Davol,  Ueorge  B.  Dur- 
fee, A.  D.  EAston,  William  L.  Slade,  Isaac  Borden, 
George  H.  Hawes.  William  Valentine,  llolden  U. 
Durfee,  and  Thomas  J.  Uordeo.  Jusiah  Brown  was 
elected  president,  and  Isaac  Borden,  treasurer  uud 
clerk  of  the  corporation.  The  capital  was  fixed  at 
{250,000,  and  the  name  of  "  MouUup  Mills"  adopted 
as  the  corporate  name,  suggested  by  tlio  Indian  name 
of  "  Mount  Hope."  The  act  of  incorporation  bean 
date  Doc  I,  1871.  The  projector  of  these  mills  wa» 
Josiah  Brown,  Est). 

Laud  was  bought  on  the  uorlhorn  shore  of  Jiiiurol 
I^ke,  and  operations  on  the  foundation  ware  boguti 
Feb.  13,  1872,  and  the  work  advanced  with  such 
rapidity  that  the  engine  was  started  Jan.  2,  1873,  miil 
the  weaving  Feb.  7, 1873,  or  in  a  little  loss  than  a 
year  from  the  first  breaking  of  ground. 

Thecompany  entered  immediately  upon  the  man- 
ufacture of  first  quality  seamless  bags,  cotlou  lintH 
and  duck,  running  7200  spindles  and  1 12  looms,  pro- 
ducing (100,000  bogs  (two-bushel)  annually. 

AAer  about  two  years  the  style  of  goods  manufac- 
tured was  changed.  These  mills  now  ojierate  11120 
spindles  and  152  looms,  and  manufacture  yuriw,  plain 
uud  fancy  ducks  colored.  Capital,  9160,000.  Th« 
mill  is  of  brick,  242  feet  long,  74  feet  wide,  four 
stories  high.  The  present  officers  are  as  follows; 
President,  William  L.  Blade;  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
Isaac  Borden ;  Directors,  William  L.  Slado,  Bradford 
D.  Dnvol,  Weaver  Oshoru,  William  H.  Ashley,  Ben- 
jamin Ureoiie,  Isaac  Borden,  and  Charles  A.  Chacu. 

The  Osborn  UillB  enterprise  was  due  to  the  sug- 
geution  of  Weaver  Osborn,  Esq.,  who,  in  consultation 
with  Messrs,  Easton  &  Milne  and  Joseph  Healy,  pro- 
posed the  formation  of  a  company  with  $600,000 
capital  for  the  manufacture  of  print  cloths.  The 
books  were  opened,  and  Ir^ore  niy/it  tlie  whole  amount 
was  subscribed,  and  the  same  evening  "  rights"  sold 
at  three  per  cent,  premium.  The  first  meeting  of  the 
original  subscribers,  thirty-live  in  uumber,  was  lioldeti 
Oct.  9,  1871,  and  the  company  organized  with  the 
following  board  of  directum:  Weaver  Osborn, 
Joseph  llenly,  James  T.  Milne,  Benjamin  Hall, 
Andrew  J.  Borden,  Joseph  Osborn,  Joseph  E  Ma- 
comher,  Oeorge  T.  Hathaway,  John  C.  Milne,  D. 
H.  Dyer,  and  Edward  E.  Hathaway.  Weaver  Os- 
born was  subsequently  elected  president,  and  Joseph 
Healy  treitsurer  and  clerk  of  the  uor|>o ration.  The 
capital  wiu  fixed  nt  9500,000,  and  tlio  name  of  "  Os- 
born Mills,"  in  bonof  of  the  president,  belected  uUu 
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corporate  name.     The  act  of  incor|foration   bears 
date  Feb.  1, 1872. 

A  tract  of  land  on  the  eafttern  shore  of  Laurel 
Lake,  comprising  about  fifteen  acres,  was  secured  as 
a  mill-site.  The  mill  is  built  of  granite,  and  is  three 
hundred  and  eighteen  feet  long  by  seventy-four  feet 
wide,  five  stories  high,  with  a  flat  roof  and  a  base- 
ment, with  an  L  on  the  west  ninety  feet  by  forty, 
three  stories  high,  as  an  engine-  and  picker-house,  to 
which  is  attached  a  boiler-house  forty-one  feet  by 
forty-two,  two  stories  high.  The  mill  building  was 
put  up,  the  machinery  placed  in  position,  and  weav- 
ing commenced  (March  10, 1873)  in  le&s  than  a  year 
from  the  time  of  beginning  work  on  the  foundation. 
The  mill  was  "  wound  up"  for  the  manufacture  of 
print  cloths  64  by  04,  and  contained  37,232  spindles 
and  930  looms.  The  capacity  has  been  increased 
until  now  the  spindles  number  39,256,  with  970 
looms,  manufacturing  print  cloths  and  jeans.  Capi- 
tal, $500,000.  The  present  officers  are:  President, 
Weaver  Osborn ;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Joseph  Healy ; 
Directors,  Weaver  Osborn,  Joseph  Osborn,  John  C. 
Milne,  Joseph  Healy,  Edward  E.  Hathaway,  Benja- 
min Hall,  and  Thomas  Almy. 

The  Chaoe  Mills  Company  was  organized  in 
1871-72,  the  original  promoters  of  the  enterprise 
being  Augustus  Cliace,  George  W.  Grinnell,  and 
J.  M.  Earl.  The  first  suggestion  of  the  new  cor- 
poration was  the  effort  of  a  few  gentlemen  associated 
with  Mr.  John  P.  Slade  to  start  a  mill  a  considerable 
distance  south,  on  the  shore  of  the  Quequechan 
Pond.  The  locality  proposed  being  considered  too 
far  removed  from  the  city,  the  undertaking  resolved 
into  another  enterprise,  which  terminated  in  the  for- 
mation of  the  Chaco  Company.  The  Ohace  Mill, 
located  on  Rodman  Street,  is  a  granite  structure  three 
hundred  and  seventy-seven  feet  long  by  seventy-four 
feet  wide,  and  six  stories  high. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  organization  Augustus 
Chace  was  chosen  president  and  Joseph  A.  Baker 
treasurer.  This  mill  at  first  contained  43,480  spin- 
dles and  1056  looms.  The  number  has  since  been  in- 
creased, and  at  the  present  time  there  are  50,000  spin- 
dles and  1275  looms.  Productions,  print  cloths.  Cap- 
itol, $500,000. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows :  President,  Au- 
gustus Chace ;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Joseph  A.  Baker ; 
Directors,  Augustus  Chace,  George  W.  Grinnell,  Ed- 
ward E.  Hathaway,  William  Mason,  Joseph  A.  Baker, 
James  F.  Davenport,  Jerome  C.  Borden. 

The  Flint  Mills  were  organized  in  February,  1872, 
with  a  capitel  of  $500,000,  which  was  increased  to 
$600,000  in  October  of  the  same  year;  Dec.  22, 1879, 
to  $580,000.  The  act  of  incorporation,  bearing  date 
Feb.  28,  1872,  names  John  D.  Flint,  Stephen  C. 
Wrightington,  Simeon  Borden,  and  William  H,  Jen- 
nings, their  associates  and  successors,  as  the  new  cor- 
poration. The  numberoforiginal  subscribers  was  about 
two  hundred.  John  D.  Flint  was  elected  president, 
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Stephen  C.  Wrightington  treasurer,  and  J.  D.  Flint, 
Robert  T.  Davis,  Stephen  Davol,  William  H.  Jen- 
nings, William  T.  Hall,  Daniel  McGowan,  Ghirdner 
T.  Dean,  S.  0.  Wrightington,  William  Carroll,  and 
Cornelius  Hargraves  the  board  of  direction.  Mr. 
Wrightington  resigned  in  March,  and  George  H. 
Eddy  was  elected  treasurer  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Mr. 
Eddy  resigned  in  September,  1879,  and  J.  D.  Flint 
was  chosen  treasurer  and  B.  D.  Davol  president.    J. 

D.  Flint  resigned  April,  1881,  and  B.  D.  Davol  was 
chosen  treasurer  and  J.  D.  Flint  president.  In 
October,  1882,  B.  D.  Davol  resigned,  and  W.  S. 
Potter,  the  present  treasurer,  was  chosen.  Upon 
the  organization  of  this  corporation  it  assumed  the 
name  of  Flint  Mills,  in  honor  of  its  president,  and 
the  village,  which  has  since  grown  up  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  mill,  is  known  locally  as  "Flint  Village." 
Land  for  a  mill-site  and  tenement  was  purchased 
on  the  upper  part  of  the  stream,  near  where  it  issues 
from  the  South  Pond,  and  before  frost  was  out  of  the 
ground  operations  were  begun  for  the  foundation  of 
the  mill.  The  mill  was  built  of  stone,  in  accordance 
with  plans  drawn  by  D.  H.  Dyer,  architect,  and,  nn- 
like  most  of  the  cotton-mills  in  the  city,  was  a  wide 
mill,  after  the  English  style,  being  three  hundred  feet 
long  by  ninety-four  feet  wide,  instead  of  the  usual 
width  of  seventy-two  to  seventy-four  feet.  It  was 
five  stories  high,  with  a  flat  roof,  and  a  finely-propor- 
tioned tower  in  front.  The  machinery  was  mostly 
American,  and  arranged  for  the  manufacture  of  print 
cloth  64  by  64.  The  mill  commenced  running  in 
April,  1873,  and  at  the  date  of  its  destruction  by  fire 
manufactured  15,200,000  yards  of  print  cloths  per 
annum.  It  contoined  49,860  spindles,  1065  looms, 
and  employed  500  operatives,  with  a  monthly  pay- 
roll of  $12,000.  The  machinery  was  driven  by  a 
double  Corliss  engine  of  800  horse-power.  Steam 
was  supplied  by  six  upright  boilers  of  150  horse- 
power each.  Water  was  token  directly  from  the 
stream  by  a  .canal  dug  for  the  purpose.  This  mill 
was  entirely  destroyed  by  fire  Oct  28,  1882.  The 
fire  broke  out  at  3.85  p.m.,  soon  after  the  mill  had 
been  shut  down  for  the  day,  and  the  flames  increased 
with  such  amazing  rapidity  that  all  attempts  to 
check  it  were  unavailing.  The  entire  mill  was  de- 
stroyed with  its  contents.^ 

Border  City  Manufacturing  Company.— The 
Border  City  Mills  were  organized  April  29, 1872,  with 
the  following  board  of  directors :  S.  Angier  Chace, 
Stephen  Davol,  Chester  W.  Greene,  E.  C.  Kilburn, 
Charles  P.  Stickney,  A.  D.  Easton,  Oeorge  T.  Hath- 
away, John  M.  Dean,  William  E.  Dunham,  James 

E.  Cunneen,  Horatio  N.  Durfee.  8.  A.  Chace  was 
subsequently  elected  president,  and  Oeorge  T.  Hath- 
away treasurer.  An  act  of  incorporation  was  secured 
under  date  of  June  3, 1872,  and  the  name  of"  Border 


1  Since  tlie  abore  wm  written  the  corpormtion  hu  decided  to  rebuild, 
ant)  work  hae  already  been  eommenoed. 
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Two  mills  were  erected,  No.  I  ia  1873,  and  No.  2 
in  1874.  The  former  wm  318  feet  long  and  78  feet 
wide,  live  etoriea  hJgli,  and  contniued  35,632  spindles 
and  880  looms.  No.  2  Mill  woa  329  feet  long,  73  feet 
28,  and  contained  36,512  spindles  and 
jv.  17,  1877,  Mill  No.  1  was  totally  de- 
stroyed by  fire. 

During  the  financial  irregularities  of  1879  tliia  cor- 
poration passed  into  tlie  hands  of  its  creditors,  and 
waa  reorganized  aa  tiie  Uorder  City  Manufacturing 
Company,  with  a  capital  of  {400,000,  which  Las  been 
increased  to  $600,000.  No.  1  Mill  has  been  rebuilt, 
and  the  two  mills  now  eoninin  76,000  npind]t»  and 
1850  looma.     Production,  print  goods. 

The  present  offlcerg  are  aa  follows  :  President,  John 
B.  Erayton  ;  Clerk,  Henry  K.  Bruloy ;  Treasurer, 
Bdward  L.  Anthony;  Directors,  John  8.  Qrayton, 
Charles  J.  Holmea.  A.  S.  Covel,  Jonathan  Bourne, 
Jos.  Arthur  Beauvaia,  Charles  E.  Barney,  Theo.  Dean, 
Francis  A.  Foster,  and  George  M.  Woodward. 

The  Bagamore  Hanufactnring  Company.—Tlie 
Sagamore  Mills  were  ineorporaled  in  the  spring  of 

1872,  witbL.  L.  Barnard  as  president,  Francis  B. 
Hood  treasurer,  and  the  following  board  of  directors : 
L,  L.  Barnard,  V.  B.  Hood,  Juaiah  C.  Blaisdell,  James 
W.  Hartley,  Charles  McCreery,  Jonathan  I.  Hillinrd, 
Joseph  Borden,  William  M.  Almy,  D.  Hartwell  Dyer, 
and  Job  T.  Wilson.  A  tract  of  land  on  the  borders 
of  Taunton  River,  a  little  north  of  Slade's  Ferry,  was 
purchased,  and  work  on  the  foundations  of  the  mill 
begun  in  July,  1872.    The  mill  was  completed  in 

1873,  three  hundred  and  twenty  feet  long  by  seventy- 
three  feet  wide,  iive  stories  high. 

The  mill  continued  under  this  management  about 
four  years,  when  it  went  into  other  bands,  with  new 
capital,  with  the  following  officen:  President,  James 
A.  Hathaway ;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  George  T.  Hath- 
away ;  Directors,  James  A.  Hathaway,  Job  T.  Wilson, 
Joeiah  C.  Blaisdell,  John  D.  Flint,  Charles  P.  Stick- 
rey,  George  T.  Hathaway,  James  E.  Ounneen,  John 
M.  Deane,  Chester  W.  Greene. 

In  1879  the  corporation  failed,  and  the  property 
went  into  tho  hands  of  the  creditars,  and  was  reorgan- 
ized as  the  Sagamore  Manufacturing  Company,  with 
a  capital  of  (.500,000.  A  new  mill  was  built  in  1882, 
and  the  two  mills  now  contain  84,692  spindles  and 
2042  looms.  Capital,  J750,0O0.  Production,  print 
cloths. 

The  present  oSiuers  are  as  follows:  President, 
Theodore  Dean  ;  Clerk,  Henry  K.  Braley  ;  Treasurer, 
Hezekiah  A.  Brayton;  Directors,  Theodore  Dean, 
Taunton ;  Moses  W.  Richardson,  Boston ;  A.  S.  Tripp, 
John  8.  Brayton,  William  Lindsey,  D.  H.  Dyer, 
Charles  J.  Holmes,  Fall  Hiver;  Abram  H,  Howlund, 
Jr.,  Jos.  A.  Beauvais,  New  Bedford. 

The  Shove  Hills. — The  honor  of  having  been  the 


founder  of  these  mills  is  due  to  John  P.  Slade,  Esq.,  u 
it  was  mainly  through  his  instrumentality  that  the 
organixBtion  was  finally  effected,  a  charter  souurud, 
and  the  project  brought  to  a  succeesAil  issue. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  subscribers,  thirty-one  in 
number,  fur  the  organization  of  the  company,  waa 
held  March  4,  1372.  The  act  of  incoq)uraliun  is 
dated  April  2,  1872.  The  capital  was  fixed  at  $550,- 
000,  and  the  name  of  "  Shove  Mills"  aiisumed  as  the 
corporate  name,  in  honor  of  Charles  0.  Shove,  a 
prominent  cotton  mnnufoeturer  of  the  city,  and  the 
first  preaident  of  the  new  corporation.  John  P.  Blade 
was  elected  treasurer,  with  tho  following  board  of 
directors :  Charles  0.  Shove,  Joseph  McCreery,  neorgo 
A.  Chace.  Lloyd  B.  Earle,  William  Connell,  Jr.,  Na- 
than Chace,  Isaac  W.  llowlnnd,  Josiuh  C.  Blaisdell, 
and  John  P.  Blade. 

Land  for  a  niill-silo  waa  purchased  on  tlie  weDl«rn 
shore  of  Laurel  I^ko,  just  within  tlio  Hue  of  boun- 
dary between  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  uiitl 
further  purchases  beyond  the  boundary  lino  were 
made  for  tenement  blocks, 

NoactivestcpB  towards  building  tlie  mill  wore  taken 
until  the  fall  of  1873,  when  a  Ibundutlon  only  was 
put  in.  Work  was  resumed  in  the  apring  of  1874, 
and  the  building  carried  forward  to  eompletian  and 
filled  with  machinery.  The  mill  is  a  handsome 
granite  struetiire,  S.^O  feet  long,  74  feet  wide,  and  five 
stories  high,  with  a  basement,  a  flat  roof,  and  a  large 
square  tower  running  up  at  the  centre. 

The  mill  was  erected  in  IS74,  and  commenced  run- 
ning in  April,  1875,  with  37,604  spindles  and  U60 
looms ;  about  1500  spindles  have  since  been  added. 
Tho  mill  is  heated  by  steam,  and  lighted  by  gaa  made 
from  petroleum  and  manufactured  on  the  premises. 

In  1881  the  company  erected  a  yarn-mill  of  21,088 
spindles  just  over  the  line  in  Rhode  Island,  makiug 
the  present  capacity  of  the  mills  60,128  spindles  and 
1500  looms;  production,  print  cloths.  The  preaent 
officers  are  as  follows  :  President,  Charles  M.  Bhove; 
Clerk  and  Treasurer,  George  A.  Chace;  Directors, 
Charles  M.  Shove,  John  P.  Slade,  George  A.  Chace, 
Edmund  Chase,  Lloyd  5.  Earle,  Isaac  W.  Howland, 
H.  B.  Allen,  George  W.  Blade,  and  Feuner  Itr\>wnelL 

The  mill  waa  wound  up  and  all  the  machinery  in 
operation  April  7,  1875,  with  a  capacity  of  26,400 
spindles  and  768  looms.  This  has  been  increased  to 
31,280  spindles  and  808  looms.  The  mill  structure  is 
of  granite,  located  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city  on 
the  Quequcchan  River.  Capital,  $330,000;  produc- 
tion, print  cloths.  The  present  olDcers  are  aa  follows : 
President,  William  H.  Jennings;  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer, Nathaniel  B.  Borden;  Directors,  William  K. 
Jennings,  James  M.  Aldrich,  N.  B.  Borden,  Simeon 
IJorden,  John  Campbell,  Arnold  B.  Chace,  Alphoniso 
S.  Covel,  Robert  T.  Davis,  Stephen  Duvnl,  W.  II. 
Giflord,  Williiim  Huston.  Ilonrv  C.  Lincoln,  John 
W.  Rogers. 

Thfl   Coaauiont  KiUi  were  origitially  built  by 
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Oliver  Chase  as  a  thread-mill,  and  after  several 
changes  the  present  company  was  incorporated  in 

1880,  with  a  capital  of  $80,000.  The  mill  is  located 
at  Globe  village,  and  contains  11,072  spindles  and  250 
loomfi.  Production,  wide  fine  goods.  The  present 
officers  are  as  follows :  President,  Edmund  W.  Con- 
verse ;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  C.  E.  Lindsey ;  Directors, 
E.  W.  Converse,  Charles  L.  Thayer,  Moses  W.  Rich- 
ardson, Boston ;  James  H.  Chace,  Providence ;  Wil- 
liam Lindsey,.  E.  C.  Kilburn,  Crawford  E.  Lindsey, 
Fall  River. 

The  Globe  Yam-Mills  were  incorporated  in  1881, 
with  a  capital  of  $350,000,  for  the  manufacture  of 
superior  quality  of  yarns.  The  mills  contain  82,000 
spindles.  The  first  and  present  officers  are  as  follows : 
President,  William  H.  Jennings;  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer, Arnold  B.  Sandford;  Directors,  William.  H. 
Jennings,  Robert  T.  Davis,  Frank  S.  Stevens,  James 
M.  Osborn,  Samuel  D.  Howland,  A.  B.  Sanford ;  E.  S. 
Draper,  of  Hopedale. 

The  Bourne  Mill,  named  in  honor  of  Jonathan 
Bourne,  a  capitalist  of  New  Bedford,  was  erected  in 

1881,  and  is  one  of  the  most  complete  mills  in  the 
country.  It  contains  43,000  spindles  and  1100  looms. 
It  is  located  just  over  the  State  line  in  Rhode  Island. 
Capital,  $400,000.  The  present  officers  are  as  follows : 
President,  Eklmund  Chase;  Clerk  and  Treasurer, 
George  A.  Chace ;  Directors,  Jonathan  Bourne,  New 
Bedford  ;  Eklmund  Chase,  George  A.  Chace,  Dan  forth 
Norton,  Lloyd  8.  Earle,  Charles  M.  Shove,  and  Frank 
8.  Stevens. 

Laurel  Lake  Mills. — ^This  corporation  was  organ- 
ized in  1881  by  John  P.  Slade,  R  .T.  Davis,  M.D.,  and 
Henry  C.  Lincoln.  Mr.  Slade  was  elected  president 
of  the  corporation,  and  has  held  the  position  to  the 
present  time.  The  manufacture  of  cloth  commenced 
in  December,  1882.  The  mill  contains  860  looms  and 
34,038  spindles.  Capital,  $400,000.  The  present  offi- 
cers are :  President,  John  P.  Slade ;  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer, Abbott  E.  Slade;  Agent,  James  E.  Cunneen; 
Directors,  John  P.  Slade,  William  H.Jennings,  Rob- 
ert T.  Davis,  Frank  S.  Stevens,  Henry  C.  Lincoln, 
David  T.  Wilcox,  S.  H.  Miller,  George  E.  Hoar,  Wil- 
liam Beattie,  John  B.  Whittaker,  Milton  Reed,  Prelet 
D.  Connnt;  Law  ton  I.  Ware,  Warren. 

The  Bamaby  Manufacturing  Company  was  in- 
corporated in  1882,  with  a  capital  of  $300,000.  The 
first  officers  were  as  follows:  President,  Simeon  B. 
Chase;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  Stephen  B.  Ashley; 
Directors*  Simeon  B.  Chase,  Samuel  Wadington, 
Robert  T.  Davis,  George  H.  Hawes,  S.  B.  Ashley, 
George  H.  Hills,  J.  B.  Barnaby,  Charles  E.  Berney, 
and  William  F.  Draper.  The  officers  and  directors 
have  not  been  changed.  The  mill  is  located  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  city  on  the  Quequechan  River, 
and  contains  15,000  spindles  and  500  looms.  Produc- 
tion, fine  ginghams. 

The  Fall  River  Bleachery.— The  founding  of  this 
establishment  is  due  to  Mr.  Spencer  Borden,  who 


started  the  movement  for  organization  in  1872.  After 
submitting  his  plans  to  various  inanufactureni  in  Fall 
River  and  New  Bedford,  who  pronounced  the  project 
feasible,  the  books  of  the  company  were  opened,  and 
the  stock  so  quickly  subscribed  that  before  a  stone  had 
been  laid  it  was  quoted  at  110  in  the  market  Promi- 
nent among  the  subscribers  were  Messrs.  Jefferson, 
Philip  D.,  and  Richard  B.  Borden,  Stephen  Davol, 
Frank  Stevens,  C.  E.  Lindsey,  C.  P.  Stickney,  George 
B.  Durfee,  Walter  Paine  (3d),  of  Fall  River;  Messrs. 
Thomas  Bennett,  Jr.,  William  J.  Rotch,  Edward  D. 
Mandell,  Edward  C.  Jones,  William  W.  Crapo, 
Charles  L.  Wood,  Andrew  G.  Pierce,  Joseph  Arthur 
Beauvais,  Edward  L.  Baker,  Jonathan  Bourne,  Jr., 
Charles  L.  Hawes,  David  B.  Kempton,  of  New  Bed- 
ford ;  Messrs.  T.  P.  Sheperd  &  Co.,  John  O.  Water- 
man, George  Bridge,  and  Arnold  Peters,  of  Rhode 
Island  ;  and  Mr.  Dempsey,  of  Lewiston,  and  others. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  stockholders  Jefferson  Borden 
was  chosen  president;  Spencer  Borden,  agent  and 
treasurer ;  and  Messrs.  Thomas  Bennett,  Jr.,  Richard 
B.  Borden,  Bradford  D.  Davol,  Crawford  E.  Lindsey, 
Philip  D.  Borden,  George  B.  Durfee,  and  Charles  P. 
Stickney,  with  the  president  and  treasurer,  directors. 

The  bleachery  was  built  with  twelve  kiers,  or  a  ca- 
pacity of  twelve  to  thirteen  tons  per  diem,  which  has 
been  increased  until  the  present  capacity  is  twenty-two 
tons  per  day.  Capital,  $250,000.  The  present  officers 
are  as  follows:  President,  Jefferson  Borden;  Clerk 
and  Treasurer,  Norman  E.  Borden ;  Directors,  Jeffer- 
son Borden,  Spencer  Borden,  Richard  B.  Borden, 
Bradford  D.  Davol,  Crawford  E.  Lindsey,  Thomas 
Bennett,  Jr.,  Joseph  Arthur  Beauvais,  William  J. 
Rotch,  and  Norman  E.  Borden.  Spencer  Borden  re- 
mained as  clerk  and  treasurer  until  1882. 

Wamsntta  Steam  Woolen-MilL— The  manufac- 
ture of  woolen  cloth  into  a  fabric  known  as  satinet, 
made  with  a  cotton  warp  and  wool  filling,  was  com- 
menced here  in  1825  by  Samuel  Shove  and  John  and 
Jesse  Eddy,  under  the  firm-name  of  Samuel  Shove  & 
Co.  The  firm  was  dissolved  in  1884  by  the  withdrawal 
of  Samuel  Shove,  and  the  business  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  remaining  partners,  under  the  firm-name 
of  J.  A  J.  Eddy. 

In  the  management  of  the  business  John  Eddy  was 
the  manufacturer  and  Jesse  the  buyer  and  seller. 

The  production  of  Ekldy's  satinets  was  largely  in- 
creased from  year  to  year,  and  they  became  well  known 
in  all  the  principal  markets  as  the  best  goods  of  that 
style  of  fabric.  In  1843,  however,  the  satinet  manu- 
facture was  discontinued,  and  a  fabric  of  all  wool, 
called  "cassimere,"  was  commenced.  Two  years 
later  business  was  removed  to  a  place  known  as 
"  Eagle  Mill,''  situated  about  three  and  a  half  miles 
south  of  Fall  River,  in  the  town  of  Tiverton,  R.  I. 

Shortly  after  the  firm  of  J.  Sc  J.  Eddy  was  dissolved, 
but  the  business  continued  in  the  above  locality  for  a 
few  years,  until  the  property  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

In  the  mean  time  Jesse  Eddy,  in  connection  with 
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Joseph  Durfee,  bought  aad  located  a  mill  on  a  tract 
of  laud  just  cibove  tlie  dam,  and  near  the  outlet  of  the 
pond  known  as  "  MoBquilo  Island,"  designing  to 
manuracture  the  same  kind  of  goods  produced  by  J. 
&  J.  £d(l,T,  but  as  they  were  about  ready  to  commence 
operalions  Joseph  Durfee  died,  and  it  was  not  until 
January,  1849,  that  mnnufacturing  wiu  lieguo  in  tbe 
new  mill.  Jesse  Ekldy  beeame  the  proprietor,  and 
ebortly  after  took  his  son,  Thomas  F.,  into  partner- 
ship, under  the  firtn-neme  of  Jestte  Eddy  &  Son,  by 
whom   the   biisine^  was   conducted   for   twenty-one 

In  IST3,  upon  the  decease  of  the  Tather,  the  huil- 
ness  passed  into  the  hands  of  bis  two  sons,  Thomas 
F.  and  James  C,  who  still  continue  the  manufacture 
under  the  name  of  the  Wamsutta  Steam  Woolen- 
Mill,  Jesse  Eddy's  Sons,  proprietors,  the  prodncliou 
being  fine  fancy  cassinieres. 

TheWyomingUills.—Thcsemills  were  established 
by  Augustus  Chuce  and  the  Into  William  B.  TrafTord 
in  1845,  The  property  subsequently  passed  inlo  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Chace,  who  is  Che  present  propria' 
tor.  Production,  cotton  twines,  batts,  and  carpet  warp. 
The  Haesaioit  Hannfactaring  Company  was  or- 
ganized in  1S82|  and  occupies  the  edifice  formerly  oc- 
cupied by  the  Massosoit  Flour-Hilts,  so  famous  in 
former  years  as  the  business  home  of  Chase,  Mason 
&  Durfee.  The  new  company  manufactures  com- 
fortables as  a  brunch  of  an  establishment  in  Connec- 
ticut, and  has  a  capacity  for  turning  oat  near  a  thou- 
sand a  day,  em])loying  about  sixty  hands. 

The  offlcers  and  directors  of  this  company  are  as 
follows:  Frank  L.  Palmer,  president;  Wendell  E. 
Turner,  treasurer;  Directors,  Edward  A,  Palmer, 
Elisha  L.  Palmer,  William  H.  Turner,  Frank  I,. 
Palmer,  Wendell  E.  Turner. 

The  Fall  River  Spool  and  Bobbin  Company  was 
partially  organized  in  June,  1875,  but  did  not  perfect 
its  organization  until  July  11, 1878,  obtaining  their 
charter  July  13,  1878. 

The  first  ollicers  elected  were:  President,  Coot 
Borden  ;  Treasurer,  George  B.  Davol ;  Clerk,  B,  D. 
Davol ;  Directors,  Cook  Borden,  F.  H.  Stafford,  Wil- 
liam II.  Jennings,  Stephen  Dh»o1,  Charles  C.  Shove, 
Frank  S.  Stevens,  Walter  Paine  (8d),  Weaver  Osborn, 
George  T.  Hathaway,  Augustus  Cliace,  S.  Angier 
Clmce. 

The  mill  and  buildings  were  erected  and  occupied 
in  December,  1875;  employ  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men  ;  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  production  yearly. 
Present  officers:  President,  Joseph  Healey  ;  Clerk 
and  Treasurer,  J.  Henry  Wells;  Directors,  Joseph 
Healey,  Augustus  Chace,  Stephen  Davol,  F.  H.  Staf- 
ford, B.  D.  Davol,  F.  L.  Almy,  Jerome  C  Borden,  J. 
Henry  Wells. 

Capital  stock,  originally  $40,000;  after  perfecting 
its  organization  was  reduced  to  t21,000.  Is  doing  a 
very  prosperous  business,  which  has  steadily  increased 
since  1878, 


The  Fall  Ritdt  Iroa-Worki  Company,— This 
corporation,  which  for  so  many  yearn  directed  and 
controlled  the  interests  of  Fall  Kiver,  was  founded  in 
1821,  principally  through  the  iuslrumentulity  of 
Uichard  Dorden  and  Bradford  Durfee.  Tlie  original 
company  was  organized  with  a  capital  of  twenty-four 
thousand  dollars,  and  consisted  of  Richard  Borden, 
Bradford  Durfee,  Holden  Borden,  and  David  Anthony, 
of  this  town,  and  Joseph  Butler  and  Ahrnui  and  Isaac 
Wilkinson,  of  Providence.  S<iun  afler  the  capital 
was  reduced  to  eighteen  tltuusand  dollars  by  the  wiUi- 
druwal  of  the  Wilkinsons. 

The  works  were  incorporated  in  162fi  with  a  capi- 
tal of  (200,000,  which  was  increased  iu  1845  to 
$950,000. 

In  tiie  organization  of  tbe  Fall  River  Iron-Works 
Company,  that  "  eorlieat  germ  of  the  wealth  of  tlie 
city,"  Col.  Richard  Bordeu  took  an  active  part,  and 
was  appointed  treasurer  and  agent,  a  jiositioD  which 
he  filled  ably  and  satisfactorily  up  tu  the  day  of  his 
final  withdrawal  from  busiuess,  a  period  of  over  fifty 
years.  Tbe  Iron-Works  Company,  meeting  with  as- 
sured success  almost  from  the  start,  soon  turned  its 
attention  to  the  improvement  of  its  landed  estate, 
water-power,  etc.,  and  as  part  owners  became  largely 
interested  in  enterprises  somewhat  foreign  to  its  own 
legitimate  sphere  of  work.  The  agent  of  the  com- 
pany as  its  representative  thus  became  an  active  par- 
ticipant in  all  these  schemes,  and  the  busiuess  taut 
and  skill  of  Col.  Bonlen  were  brought  into  fullest 
exercise.  The  Iron-Works  tympany  became  owner 
in  the  Watujipa  Reservoir  Company,  organized  in 
1826;  in  the  Troy  Cotton  and  Wuuien  Manufiictury: 
in  tbe  Fall  River  Manufactory;  iu  the  Aiinawun 
Mill,  built  by  it  in  1825;  in  the  American  Print- 
Works,  whose  buildiugs  were  all  erected  by  the  Iron- 
works Company  In  1834,  and  leased  to  the  Priut- 
Works  Company;  in  the  Metacomcl  Mill,  built  iu 
1840 ;  in  tbe  Fall  River  Railroad,  opened  in  1840 ;  iu 
tbe  Bay  State  Steamboat  Line,  established  in  1847 1 
in  the  Fall  River  Gas-Works,  built  in  1S47,  as  well  as 
in  the  erection  at  various  times  of  buildings  which 
were  leased  to  individuals  for  the  establishment  of 
business  or  private  manufacturing  enterprises. 

Up  to  the  year  1860  tlte  Iron-Works  Company 
owned  and  operated  tlie  Fall  Rivor  Ons-Works,  tha 
Fall  River  and  Providence  Bteamboat  Coni|>any,  ami 
tbe  Metacomet  Mill.  In  that  year  a  division  of  this 
large  interest  occurred,  and  the  following  corpora- 
tions were  organizi^l  as  separate  cor|ioratinns :  thii 
Fall  River  Gaa-Works,  with  a  capital  of  1288,000; 
the  Fall  River  and  Providence  8teaml>oat  Company, 
capital,  $1!)2,000;  the  Fall  River  Machine  Company 
(new),  capital,  $06,000;  the  Metacomcl  Manufactur- 
ing Company ;  and  the  Fall  River  Iron-Works  Com- 

The  present  officers  are  as  foHows ;  President,  Jef- 
ferson Burden;  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  RohcrlC.  Brown  ; 
Directon,  Jefferaon  Borden,  John  8.  Bray  too,  William 
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B.  Durfee,  R.  B.  Borden,  H.  B.  Durfee,  R.  G.  Brown, 
D.  A.  Bmyton,  Jr. 

The  Fall  River  Machine  Company,  successor  to 
Mnrvel,  Davol  A  Co.,  was  organized  in  1880,  with  a 
capital  of  $96,000. 

Tlie  present  oflicers  are  as  follows :  President,  Jef- 
ferson Borden  ;  Clerk,  A.  8.  Covel ;  Treasurer,  Wil- 
liam B.  Durfee;  Directors,  Jefferson  Borden,  John 
8.  Bray  ton,  A.  8.  Covel,  Nathaniel  Lindsey,  David 
A.  Brayton,  Jr.,  H.  M.  Barnes,  of  Bristol. 

The  Fall  River  Merino  Company,  for  the  manu- 
facture of  knit  goods,  is  among  the  later  industries 
started  here,  and  is  the  only  manufactory  of  the  kind 
in  this  vicinity.  The  mill  is  a  fine  briqk  edifice  of 
two  full  stories  and  attic,  in  which  last  are  a  few 
mules  to  do  the  spinning  needed.  The  concern  was 
well  wound  up  from  the  first,  and  the  most  improved 
knitting-machines  in  use  obtained,  so  that  work  was 
turned  out  with  great  celerity.  The  productions  of 
this  factory  have  always  found  a  ready  market,  and 
maintained  their  rank  among  all  descriptions  of  home 
work  or  imported  fabrics.  The  present  superin- 
tendent, Mr.  Charles  £.  Bean,  is  an  accomplished 
manager  of  this  sort  of  manufacturing  interest. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows:  President, 
Frank  S.  Stevens ;  Clerk,  Seth  H.  Wetlierbeo ;  Treas- 
urer, Cliarlcs  E.  Bean  ;  Directors,  Frank  8.  8tevens, 
Foster  H.  Stafford,  Robert  T.  Davis.  William  Mason, 
Samuel  Wadington,  8.  H.  Wetherbee,  Charles  E. 
Bean,  Matthew  C.  Yarwood;  Jason  P.  Stone,  Jr., 
Providence;  Charles  Weil,  Boston. 

Hargraves  Manafactming  Company.— In  1851, 
Cornelius  Hargraves  commenced  the  manufacturing 
of  soaps  and  glue  substitute  on  the  site  now  occupied 
by  the  Hnrgraves  Manufacturing  Company,  com- 
;nencing  in  a  very  small  and  limited  way,  the  capa- 
city of  the  works  being  only  one  small  kettle  in  which 
to  make  soap  and  prepare  the  glue  substitute;  but 
by  perseverance  and  strict  attention  to  business  he 
succeeded  in  increasing  the  business  from  year  to 
year,  it  being  a  success  from  the  start,  and  as  the 
time  rolleil  by  ho  was  enabled  to  add  some  de- 
cided improvement,  and  in  1871  he  organized  the 
Hargraves  Manufacturing  Company,  consisting  of 
(^)rnclius  Hargraves,  Reuben  Hargraves,  and  Thomas 
Hargraves,  the  two  latter  being  his  sons ;  and  after 
continuing  two  years  the  senior  member  of  the  firm 
sold  his  interests  to  James  8.  Anthony,  who  con- 
tinued in  the  business  four  years,  then  sold  out  to 
Reuben  and  Thomas  Hargraves,  the  present  pro- 
prietors of  the  Hargraves  Manufacturing  Company, 
who  still  continue  to  manufacture  soaps  of  various 
brands,  glue  substitute,  fertilizers,  tripe,  pigs'  feet,  and 
neat's- foot  oil,  also  dealers  in  tallow,  bones,  grease, 
rosin,  chemicals,  etc.,  and  from  the  small  beginning 
have  grown  to  its  present  condition,  now  having  the 
capacity  to  turn  out  every  week  sixty  thousand  pounds 
of  soap,  fifleen  -  thousand  pounds  of  glue  substitute, 
ten   tons  of    fertilizer,   three   thousand   pounds   of 


chicken  feed,  three  thousand  pounds  of  pigs'  feet, 
four  thousand  pounds  of  tripe,  etc.  Reuben  Har- 
graves, Thomas  Hargraves,  John  W.  Hargraves,  clerk, 
and  Alfred  D.  Butterworth,  agent 

The  Fall  River  Oas-Works  were  erected  in  1847 
by  the  Iron-Works  Company,  and  were  operated  by 
that  company  until  1880,  when  they  were  organized  as 
a  separate  corporation,  under  the  name  of  the  Fall 
River  Gas  Company,  with  a  capital  of  $288,000.  The 
present  officers  are  as  follows:  President,  Jefierson 
Borden ;  Clerk,  William  B.  Durfee,  Jr. ;  Treasurer, 
George  P.  Brown;  Directors,  J.  8.  Brayton,  R.  B. 
Borden,  Jefierson  Borden,  A.  8.  Tripp,  William  B. 
Durfee,  D.  A.  Brayton,  Jr. 

The  Mannfactnrers*  Oas-Light  Company  was 
incorporated  in  1866.  The  present  officers  are  as  fol- 
lows :  President,  Thomas  F.  Eddy ;  Clerk  and  Treas- 
urer, Joseph  A.  Baker ;  Directors,  Thomas  F.  Eddy, 
Foster  H.  Stafford,  SimeoQ  B.  Chase,  Charles  M. 
Shove,  Joseph  A.  Baker,  David  A.  Brayton,  Jr. 

Manufacturers*  Board  of  Trade.  —  President, 
Frank  8.  Stevens;  Vice-President,  Charles M.  Shove; 
Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Simeon  B.  Chase. 

Watnppa  Reservoir  Company  was  incorporated 
in  1826.  The  stock  of  this  corporation  is  held  by  the 
Troy  Cotton  and  Woolen  Manufacturing  Company^ 
Pocasset  Manufacturing  Company,  Fall  River  Print- 
works, Fall  River  Manufactory,  Annawan  Manufac- 
turing Company,  and  the  Fall  River  Iron- Works 
Company. 

American  Printing  Company.— The  pioneer  in 
calico-printing  in  Fall  River  was  Andrew  Robeson, 
of  New  Bedford,  who  began  this  industry  in  a  very 
small  way  in  1826  in  the  north  end  of  a  mill  owned 
by  the  Pocasset  Manufacturing  Company,  the  other 
portion  of  the  building  being  occupied  by  J.  &  J. 
Eddy  in  the  manufacture  of  satinets. 

In  1827  he  erected  works  especially  for  this  busi- 
ness, the  capacity  of  which  was  increased  from  time 
to  time  until  the  year  1886  by  the  erection  of  new 
buildings.  The  enterprise  continued  with  marked 
success  until  1848,  when  the  depression  then  prevail- 
ing caused  the  suspension  of  the  works. 

It  is  said  that  the  first  calico-printing  machine  in 
the  United  States,  was  constructed  in  these  works,  and 
first  operated  in  1827,  soon  afler  which  two  sons  of 
the  founder,  William  R.  and  Andrew,  Jr.,  became  as- 
sociated with  him,  under  the  firm-name  of  Andrew 
Robeson  &  Sons. 

After  the  suspension  of  the  Robesons  in  1848,  the 
establishment  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  corporation 
organized  by  Andrew  Robeson,  Jr.,  under  the  name 
of  the  Fall  River  Print- Works,  which  continued  the 
business  of  calico-printing  for  about  twelve  years,  the 
product  being  chiefly  indigo-blue  prints,  when  print- 
ing was  discontinued  and  the  works  converted  into  a 
cotton-mill  for  the  manufacture  of  print  cloths. 

The  second  calico-printing  establishment  within 
the  present  territory  of  Fall  River  (but  then  in  Tiver- 
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ton,  R.  I.,  and  since  brought  within  the  limits  of  Fall 
River  by  a  change  of  tlie  boundiiry  Hue  between 

MoKBiLchuselta  and  Rhode  Island)  waa  located  at 
Olobe  village,  one  and  a  c]uartet  miles  aoulh  of  the 
Fall  River  Btream,  upon  a  Htteani  flowing  from  Laurel 
Lake  to  Mount  Hope  Bay,  which  has  been  utilized 
for  manufacturing  purpoees  since  1811,  when  aaninll 
cotton'mill  waa  built  there  by  Col.  Joseph  Durfee. 

Alter  paaaing  through  several  hands  it  waa  pur- 
chased by  Potior  &  Chatburn  in  1820,  and  converted 
into  a,  print-works.  The  6rBt  goods  were  printed 
there  in  1830.  Aller  Ihut  date  it  waa  enlarged  from 
time  to  time,  and  with  varying  degrees  of  eucceaa  was 
run  in  1833-34  by  Holder  Borden;  1835-39,  as  Tiver- 
ton Print- Works;  1839-42,  by  Waller  C.  Durfee, 
agent;  1843-44,  by  Prentiaa  &  Marvel;  1845-6S,  by 
W.  &a.  Chapin;  1853-58,  aa  Bay  State  Print- Worltu, 
when  in  1858  it  waa  purchased  by  the  American 
Print-Worka,  and  operated  by  them  in  connection 
-with  their  larger  worka  until  1876.  It  waa  aold  in 
1880,  and  the  site  ia  now  occupied  by  tlieGlobo  Yarn- 
Milla,  chiefly  a  new  brick  structure,  but  utilizing  in 
connection  with  it  a  amall  part  of  the  old  print-worka. 
This  establishment  from  18&1  to  185S  had  ten  print- 
jng-machines,  and  printed  10,000  to  12,000  piccea  per 
week,  about  one-half  delainea  and  one-half  calicoes, 
Delaine- printing  was  diacontlnued  in  1S&5,  and  the 
product  was  aubsequently  confined  to  calicoes. 

The  American  Print-Worka  was  established  by 
Holder  Borden  in  1634,  there  being  associated  with 
him  in  the  owneiship  moat  of  tlie  stockholders  of  the 
Fall  River  Iron-Works  Company. 

The  retjuisite  buildiuga  were  erected  by  the  Iron- 
works Company  on  land  owned  by  them,  their  owncr- 
ahip  continuing  until  1657,  when  the  print-works, 
which  had  rented  the  land  and  buildings  from  1834 
to  1857,  waa  organized  as  a  corpuration,  and  purcliased 
the  real  ectate  from  the  Fall  River  Iron-Works  Com- 
pany. The  works  were  started  in  January,  1836,  with 
four  printing-machines,  producing  two  thousand  to 
two  thousand  five  hundred  pieces  of  prints  per  week. 

Mr.  Holder  Borden  held  tite  management  until  Peb- 
j'uary,  1637,  when,  in  consequence  of  ill  heiLlth,  he 
resigned,  and  Jclfcrson  llorden  was  ducted  agent  and 
principal  manager,  which  position  he  held  until  Feb- 
ruary, 187G,  a  period  of  thirty-nine  years,  when 
Thomas  J.  llorden  was  chosen  agent  and  treiuturcr. 

In  1840  the  works  were  enlarged  by  the  conslrnc- 
tion  of  a  new  machine  building,  dye-houae,  etc.,  and 
the  production  about  doubled.  Further  additiona  and 
improvements  in  methods  of  operating  had  brought 
the  production  in  1654,  with  six  printing-machines, 
to  about  nine  thousand  pieces  per  week,  No  impor- 
tant changes  in  the  arrangement  of  these  works  were 
made  from  the  latter  date  until  18(>7,  when  a  portion 
of  the  buildings  were  removed  and  a  new  and  greatly 
enlarged  etructure  of  Fall  River  granite  waa  com- 
menced. As  the  new  and  extensive  works  were  about 
completed,  and  while  negotiations  for 


in  progress,  but  not  consummated,  a  Are  bruke  out  on 
the  15th  of  December,  18U7,  in  one  of  the  old  build- 
ings, which  destroyed  the  whole  of  the  new  part  at 
(lie  establishment  and  about  one-hnlf  of  the  old, 
causing  a  loss  to  tite  corpomlion  of  more  than  od« 
million  dollars. 

This  disaster  had  been  preceded  oik  tlie  6th  of  tlia 
larae  month  by  a  Hre  ot  the  Bay  State  Works,  then 
owned  and  operated  by  tlie  American  Print-Worka, 
which  laid  in  ashes  the  boiler-house  and  machine- 
room  buildings  and  their  contents. 

With  the  characteristic  energy  of  the  agent  and 
treasurer,  Ur.  Jeflerson  Borden,  all  of  the  buildings 
so  suddenly  desitroyed  were  in  a  very  short  apace  of 
time,  compared  with  the  magnitude  of  the  work,  recon- 
structed, filled  with  machinery,  and  in  1869  put  in 
operation,  the  corporation  having  in  the  new  Ameri- 
can Works  16  prinling-inachinea  and  other  facilities 
for  producing  24,000  pieces  prints  per  week,  and  ut 
the  Bay  State  Works  6  printing-mnolLines,  with  Lh« 
requisite  accompaniments  for  turning  out  7000  piecua 
per  week.  In  consequence  of  the  disastrous  fire  in 
1867,  with  no  insurance,  tlie  works  were  operaled 
under  a  heavy  indebtedness  until  1879,  when  they 
were  obliged  to  suspend.  In  February,  188<>,  a  new 
corjKiration  was  organized,  under  the  name  of  the 
American  Prinliug  Company,  with  a  capital  of  $300,- 
000,  which  wai  subsequently  increased  to  :|AO0,OUU. 
Several  additions  have  been  made  both  of  buildings 
and  machinery,  and  the  works  now  have  19  printiug- 
machinea,  and  proiluce,  when  in  full  ojieratiou,  36,000 
pieces  printed  fabrics  per  week. 

The  main  building  of  the  works  of  the  American 
Printing  Company  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  world 
devoted  to  the  business  of  printing  textile  fabrics, 
and  attracts  the  attention  of  all  strangers  as  they 
enter  the  city  by  steamboat  or  railway.  A  fair  idea 
of  tlie  magnitude  of  this  eatabtishnient  may  be  ob- 
tained hy  the  consideration  of  the  fact  (hat  the  aggre- 
gate length  uf  the  various  buildings  comprising  it  ia 
over  two  thousand  live  hundred  feet. 

Its  ample  rooms  are  l\irniahed  witli  the  best  mod- 
ern appliances  of  science  and  skill  in  each  depart- 
ment, and  the  pruduclious  uf  this  uini|iuuy  are  U>  be 
found  in  all  sections  of  tlie  country  from  itie  Allaulio 
to  the  Pacific. 

The  ]>reseat  officers  are:  Prcaldont,  JiimesG.  Eddy ; 
Clerk,  AlphonsoS.  Covel;  Treasurer,  Thomas  . I.  Bor- 
den ;  Directors,  James  C.  Eddy,  Thomas  J.  Burden, 
A.  8.  Covel,  A.  S.  Tripp,  of  Fall  River,  and  C.  N. 
Illisa,  of  New  York. 

Union  Belt  Compajiy,— The  year  1871  is  notable 
in  the  history  of  Fall  River  as  witnessing  the  extra- 
ordinary development  of  the  cotton  industry.  Some 
fifteen  large  mills  were  erected,  calling  for  a  large  in- 
crease of  its  jMpulation  and  tliecstablishment  of  sev- 
eral industries  to  supply  material  incidental  to  run- 
ning and  keeping  in  motion  the Ihoutiandsof  spindles 
and  luomswhich  were  contained  in  tbehandsumBand 
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substantial  buildings  that  had  been  erected  for  their 
use.  Prominent  among  these  industries  stands  the 
Union  Belt  Company,  a  corporation  organiased  for 
the  purpose  of  manufacturing  leather  belting. 

The  rapid  expansion  of  the  cotton  industries  of 
Fall  River  had  attracted  the  attention  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liam H.  Chacc,  a  gentleman  living  in  a  neighboring 
city,  and  who  was  a  practical  belt-maker.  He  be- 
lieved that  it  was  an  opportune  time  to  establish  the 
manufacture  of  belting  in  a  city  that  was  so  large  a 
consumer,  and  he  succeeded  in  inducing  a  number  of 
gentlemen  to  engage  in  the  enterprise. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  a  corporation  was 
formed,  with  a  capital  of  two  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars,  with  the  following  officers :  President,  R.  B. 
Borden ;  Treasurer,  A.  8.  Covel ;  Agent,  William  H. 
Ghace;  Directors,  R.  B.  Borden,  T.  J.  Borden,  Wal- 
ter Paine  (3d),  B.  D.  Davol,  and  William  H.  Chace. 

A  large  brick  building  was  erected  by  the  Troy 
Cotton  and  Woolen  Manufactory  on  Troy  Street,  which 
was  leased  by  the  Belt  Company,  and  fitted  up  for  the 
requirements  of  the  business.  Contracts  were  made 
with  several  of  the  new  mills  then  being  erected  to 
furnish  the  belting,  and  the  enterprise  fairly  inaugu- 
rated. Ader  a  short  time  the  business  of  covering 
top  rolls  was  added.  From  the  first  the  company  has 
done  a  successful  and  profitable  business.  The  mar- 
ket for  its  belting  is  not  confined  to  Full  River  alone; 
the  reputation  which  the  company  has  earned  for 
itself  in  doing  first-class  work  has  created  a  demand 
for  their  bolts  in  the  neighboring  manufacturing  cities 
and  also  in  Chicago,  where  a  large  part  of  their  pro- 
duction has  been  used.  The  growth  of  their  business 
called  for  additional  room,  and  a  large  two-story 
brick  addition  has  been  made  to  the  original  building, 
giving  them  ample  facilities  for  meeting  the  increased 
demand  for  their  belting. 

As  a  financial  venture  it  has  been  one  of  the  most 
successful  in  the  city,  having  returned  large  dividends 
since  the  first  year  of  its  organization,  and  being  now 
in  the  strongest  and  best  of  credit.  The  success  of 
the  enterprise  is  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the  agent, 
Mr.  W.  H.  Chace,  whose  faithful  and  unremitting 
cfibrts  and  knowledge  of  the  business  has  been  given 
to  the  corporation  from  its  organization.  The  ofiScers 
at  this  time  are:  R.  B.  Borden,  president;  A.  8. 
Covel,  treasurer;  W.  H.  Chace,  agent;  Directors, 
R.  B.  Borden,  T.  J.  Borden,  E.  C.  Kilburn,  B.  D. 
Davol,  W.  H.  Chace,  and  A.  8.  Covel. 

The  Globe  Street  Railway  Company  was  char- 
tered April  16,  1880,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000.  The 
original  stockholders  were  as  follows :  liMward  Her- 
bert, Isaac  P.  Francis,  Edward  E.  Mannersley,  8.  V. 
Bliflins,  8eth  H.  Wetherbec,  Foster  H.  Stafford,  Mrs. 
B.  Wixon,  Franklin  P.  Osborn,  Braley  &  Swift  (Henry 
K.  Braley,  Marcus  G.  B.  Swift),  Cook  Borden  &  Co., 
George  F.  Mellen,  D.  B.  Wilson,  and  Frank  W. 
Brightman. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  incorporators  was  held 


April  24th,  when  the  following  officers  were  elected : 
President,  Edward  Herbert;  Treasurer,  Qeorge  F. 
Mellen;  Clerk,  Marcus  Q.  B.  Swift;  Directors,  Ed- 
ward Herbert,  F.  H.  Stafford,  F.  P.  Osborn,  S.  V. 
Bliffins,  George  F.  Mellen,  Isaac  P.  Francis,  and 
James  B.  Hillard. 

The  company  operates  a  line  of  road,  a  portion^ 
of  which  is  double  track,  extending  as  follows :  From 
Weaver  Street  to  City  Hall,  up  Pleasant  Street  to 
Quequechan  Street;  from  City  Hall,  through  East 
South  Main  Street,  to  East  Main,  to  Globe  Street ; 
thence  through  Globe  Street  to  South  Main,  and 
through  North  Main  to  near  the  Slade  school-house. 
A  line  also  extends  from  Weaver  Street  to  Forest  Hill. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows :  President,  Wil- 
liam H.  Jennings ;  Treasurer,  Frank  W.  Brightman ; 
Clerk,  M.  G.  B.  Swift ;  Directors,  William  H.  Jen- 
nings, Frank  8.  Stevens,  John  8.  Brayton,  Andrew 
J.  Borden,  M.  G.  B.  Swift,  Joseph  A.  Beauvias,  and 
Thomas  B.  Wilcox. 

The  Quequechan  Mill8.~The  original  Quequechan 
Mill  was  located  two  privileges  above  the  mill  now 
known  by  that  name,  and  was  several  years  since  torn 
down,  and  its  site  is  now  included  in  the  extensive 
works  of  the  Pocasset  Manufacturing  Company. 

Andrew  Robeson  commenced  the  business  of  calico 
printing  on  the  site  of  the  original  Quequechan  Mill 
ill  October,  1824.  In  1826  he  purchased  the  site 
now  occupied  by  the  present  Quequechan  Mills,  and 
in  company  with  his  two  sons,  Andrew  and  William, 
transferred  his  business  to  this  point,  erecting  build- 
ings which  now  constitute  a  part  of  the  buildings  of 
this  corporation. 

They  had  at  that  time  associated  with  them  in 
various  capacities  Mr.  George  Kilburn  (afterwards 
of  Lonsdale,  R.  I.),  Mr.  Samuel  Hathaway,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Tasker.  The  business  was  continued,  in- 
creasing from  time  to  time,  under  the  firm-name  of 
Andrew  Robeson  &  Sons  until  Jan.  27, 1848,  when 
they  failed.  At  the  date  of  this  failure  they  were 
operating  about  fourteen  printing-machines. 

The  property  then  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
Fall  River  Print- Works,  which  was  incorporated  by 
special  act  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  April 
18, 1848,  of  which  Mr.  William  H.  Taylor  was  treas- 
urer until  1858,  when  Mr.  Andrew  Robeson,  Jr.,  be- 
came treasurer,  holding  the  management  of  the  works 
until  1866,  when  Andrew  Robeson  (8d),  son  of  An- 
drew Robeson,  Jr.,  became  treasurer,  and  continued 
until  Aug.  iS,  1878,  when  the  concern  filed  a  volun- 
tary petition  in  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  Alonzo  Borden  was  superintendent  of  the  Fall 
River  Print- Works  during  most  if  not  all  its  exist- 
ence. They  ran  from  two  to  three  printing  machines, 
principally  on  indigo  blues,  greens,  buffs,  etc. 

In  1859  the  main  or  largest  building  was  filled 
with  machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  printing 
cloths ;  capacity,  about  6000  spindles.  This  was  in- 
creased in  1865  to  11,000  spindles,  and  again  in- 
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ctesMtd  in  1867  to  12,800  iipindlea.  The  mill  was 
completely  reorganizeil  in  I8C8,  and  brnuglit  nenrly 
to  the  present  capncity.  Tlie  printing  buniness  wna 
completely  abaadoaed  about  1S63, 

After  the  failure  of  the  Fall  Elver  Print- Works  the 
mill  was  run  under  the  mana^femeut  uf  trustees  for 
the  creditors,  with  Mi.  Andrew  Robeson  (3d)  aa  man- 
aging trustee  UDtil  Dec.  20, 1879,  on  which  dale  the 
property  pussed  into  the  hand*  of  tlie  corporation 
now  knowu  aa  the  Quequecbin  Mills,  with  Audrew 
nobeson  (3)  as  treasurer,  and  Mr.  Henry  O.  Fonner, 
superintendent,  Mr.  Robeson  and  Mr.  Feiiiier  re- 
signed in  January,  1881,  when  Mr.  D.  H.  Dyer  be- 
came treasurer  and  general  manager.  During  the 
past  two  yeara  important  improvements  have  been 
made  both  to  buildings  and  machinery,  and  the  mill 
now  contains  13,9.')2  spiudles  and  306  looms,  and  is 
fitted  for  the  manuTacture  of  a  considerable  variety 
of  goods.  When  the  whole  capacity  is  devoted  to 
(aixty-four  by  aixty-four)  print  cloths,  the  product  is 
about  1600  pieces  per  week. 

Aa  Old  Laadmark.— A  writer  in  tlie  Providence 
Journal  in  speaking  of  the  old  tannery  of  Edmund 
Chase,  Esq.,  aaya, — 

.  "Among  the  few  old  UndmarkH  of  by-gonu  year^ 
that  seem  to  connect  the  present  waning  decades  of 
the  century  with  the  earlier  period,  the  oldest  in  the 
centre  of  the  town  is  the  old  tannery,  now  owned  by 
Edmund  Chase,  Esq.,  situated  adjoining  the  new 
elegant  United  Stales  custom-house  and  poBt-offlce 
building  on  Bedford  Street.  These  two  ediflces  afford 
just  the  contrast  needed  to  indicate  the  progress  of 
the  last  seventy  ycani.  This  ancient  tannery  build- 
ing was  erected  or  at  leaat  the  tanning  business  was 
organized  here  not  fur  from  1808  by  the  father  of  the 
present  owner,  and  antedated  by  five  yeara  the  etitab- 
lishment  of  the  cotton  manufacture  In  thin  l^wn.  The 
location  chosen  was  on  the  Quequechan  Uiver,  be- 
cause of  the  abundance  ol  wator,  and  where  the  Troy 
mill  was  built  the  company  selected  the  site  acroits 
the  stream  next  above  the  tannery,  and  that  establish- 
ment also  marks  the  middle  period  of  development 
between  the  date  of  the  tannery  and  the  new  post- 
ufUce  building.  Years  ago  this  tannery  was  a  scene 
of  busy  industry.  The  hides  were  bought  of  the  sur- 
rounding country  farmers,  and  wrought  into  good 
solid  leather  for  the  general  market.  In  those  days 
other  tanueriea  flourished  in  this  vicinity,  and  leather- 
dressing  was  an  art  of  great  importance.  This  branch 
of  manufacture  was  kept  until  a  short  time  ago,  when 
it  was  found  that  finished  leather  could  be  bought  in 
the  market  cheaper  than  it  could  be  made  liere  in  the 
present  state  of  the  hide  market.  Since  the  great 
increase  of  cotton  mills  and  other  works  employing 
machinery,  belt-making  has  been  a  leading  industry. 
For  many  years  Mr.  Chase  has  carried  on  this  brancli, 
and  many  manufactories  here  and  elsewhere  use  his 
work,  which  has  always  proved  substantial  and  ser- 
viceable,   The  older  portion  of  our  citiient  would 


probably  regret  to  sec  the  old  favorite  landmark  of 
the  6rst  quarter  of  the  century  swept  away,  nor  do 
they  regret  that  there  is  no  symptom  of  its  going  just 
yet.  Mr.  Chase  is  still  in  th«  vigor  of  business  life, 
and  by  his  judiclims  management  has  built  up  his 
business  on  the  soundest  basis,  and  has  always  ranked 
among  the  leading  solid  business  men  of  the  city. 
Few  concerns  in  New  England  have  maintained  for 
seventy-Bve  years  such  unimpeachable  uredit  or 
gained  a  more  enviable  reputation  for  honest  deal- 
ing." 
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The  National  nmon  Bank.— The  National  Union 
Itunk  is  the  oldest  bank  iii  tliu  city,  having  buun  diur- 
tered  as  the  Bristol  Union  Hunk,  of  Dristut,  B.  I.,  in 
1823.  Its  authorized  capital  was  950,l>OU,  with  the 
privilege  of  increasing  ilie  same  to  $200,1)00.  It  com- 
menced business  in  1824  with  a  paid  in  capital  of 
$10,000,  which  was  increased  within  the  next  two 
years  to  $40,000.  In  1834  the  capital  was  increased 
to  $100,000;  inl84()  to  $200,000,  and  in  1866  to  $300,- 
000,  its  present  capital. 

The  first  president  of  the  bank  was  Itarnabas  Bates, 
who  oHiciatcd  till  some  time  in  1824,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  Parker  Borden,  who  held  the  office  until 
1838,  when  he  was  followed  by  David  Durfec.  Mr. 
Durfee  was  succeeded  in  1846  by  Natlianiel  B.  Bor- 
den, who  remained  until  1865,  and  was  then  suc- 
ceeded by  Jesse  Eddy.  Sir.  Eddy  was  president  until 
1874,  wlien  Cook  Borden  become  president,  and  Jilr. 
Borden  was  succeeded  by  the  present  president,  BIr. 
Daniel  Wilbur,  in  1881. 

The  cashiers  have  been  tis'fullows:  Nullianiel 
Wurdwell.  1824;  Jusiah  Ooodiog,  182fi;  William 
Coggeshall,  182G-(;0  ;  Daniel  A.  Chapin,  from  1860  to 
the  present  time. 

In  1830,  Fall  River,  Mass.,  affording  a  more  prom- 
ising field  for  banking  operations,  the  bauk  was  re- 
moved from  Bristol  and  located  in  Tiverton,  just  over 
the  line  from  Fall  River,  and  its  name  chaugi'd  to 
the  Fall  River  Union  Bank.  Ita  uAico  was  on  South 
Main  Street,  opposite  the  head  of  Ctilumhiu  Street. 
In  1837  the  bank  erected  for  its  accommodation  the 
brick  building  corner  of  South  Main  and  Bodmon 
Streets,  and  removed  its  office  to  tlie  lower  floor, 
where  it  continued  its  business  until  1862.  In  that 
year,  by  the  change  ef  boundary  line.  Fall  Biver, 
K,  I.,  became  Fall  River,  Maaa.,  and  tlie  bank  was 
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removed  to  the  office  in  the  southwest  comer  of  the 
market  building,  now  City  Hall. 

In  June,  1865,  the  bank  became  a  national  bank- 
ing association,  under  the  name  of  the  National 
Union  Bank.  In  1872  the  office  of  the  bank  was  re- 
moved to  No.  8  Main  8treet.  The  present  officers  are 
as  follows:  President,  Daniel  Wilbur;  Cashier,  Daniel 
A.  Chapin  ;  Directors,  Daniel  Wilbur,  Thomas  Bor- 
den, William  B.  Durfee,  William  H.  Ashley,  John 
D.  Flint,  Samuel  Wadington,  D.  A.  Chapin,  D.  M. 
Anthony,  A.  8.  Covel. 

The  Fall  River  National  Bank.— The  Fall  River 
Bank  was  the  first  banking  institution  established  in 
this  town.  It  was  chartered  in  1825.  The  prelimi- 
nary meeting  to  consider  the  expediency  of  establishing 
a  bank  in  what  was  then  the  "  village"  was  held  at 
the  office  of  James  Ford,  Esq..  Jan.  18, 1825.  The 
record  reads  as  follows : 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  dtJuens  of  the  ▼illag[e  of  FbII  River  at  the  office 
of  Jamee  Ford,  Bki^  Jan.  18, 1826,  puraunnt  to  prvTions  noUce,  to  take 
into  coneideration  the  expediency  of  establinhing  a  bank  in  said  Til- 
lafe,  DaTid  Anthony  being  called  to  the  chair  and  James  Ford  appointed 
Mcretaij,  it  was 

**  VoUd  and  Rttoh^df  That  a  petition  be  presented  to  the  Legislature, 
at  their  present  session,  for  a  charter  for  a  bank ; 

"  That  a  committee  of  Ave  be  appointed  to  receive  subscription  for  the 
Block,  and  to  eanse  the  petition  to  be  presented ; 

**  Tliat  OIlTer  Otmci*,  IMvid  Anthony,  Bradford  Dnrfoe,  Itichard  Bor- 
den, and  James  Ford  be  this  committee; 

**  That  Are  cents  on  n  share  tie  paid  by  the  subscribers  to  defray  the 
expenses  that  may  accrue  in  obtaining  an  act  of  incorporation ; 

"That  Oliver  diace  be  treasurer  to  receive  the  above  money. 

"A  true  copy.  Attest:  M.  G.  DvxrsR.** 

The  act  of  incorporation  contains  the  names  of 
Oliver  Chacc,  David  Anthony,  Bradford  Durfee, 
Richard  Borden,  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  John  0.  Bor- 
den, Lucius  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Clark  Shove, 
Harvey  Chacc,  Edward  Bennett,  Arnold  Bufium, 
James  Ford,  James  G.  Bowen,  William  W.  Swain, 
Benjamin  Rodman,  William  Valentine,  and  Holden 
Borden. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  stockholders,  April  7, 
1825,  Oliver  Chnce,  David  Anthony,  Bradford  Dur- 
fee, Sheffel  Weaver,  Edward  Bennett,  Gideon  How- 
land,  Benjamin  Rodman,  John  C.  Borden,  and  Rich- 
ard Borden  were  elected  directors,  and  at  a  subsequent 
meeting  of  the  directors,  May  8,  1825,  David  An- 
thony was  chosen  president,  and  Matthew  C.  Durfee 
cashier. 

This  was  the  only  bank  of  discount  and  deposit  in 
the  village  for  twenty  years. 

David  Anthony,  after  a  service  of  forty  years,  re- 
signed the  office  of  president  on  account  of  ill-health 
in  1SG5,  and  was  succeeded  by  Col.  Richard  Borden, 
who  died  in  1874,  and  was  succeeded  by  Guilford  H. 
Hathaway,  the  present  president. 

Matthew  C.  Durfee  continued  as  cashier  until  1886, 
when  he  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by  Henry  H. 
Fish,  who  served  twenty-seven  years,  resigning  in 
18G8.  George  R.  Fiske  was  elected  his  successor,  and 
served  until  1878,  when  he  resigned,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Ferdinand  H.  Gifford,  the  present  cashier. 


The  first  banking-house  of  the  Fall  River  Bank 
was  a  brick  building,  erected  in  1826,  on  the  corner 
of  Main  and  Bank  Streets.  It  was  destroyed  by  the 
great  fire  in  1843,  but  rebuilt  of  the  same  material  the 
same  year. 

The  Fall  River  Bank  started  with  a  capital  of 
$100,000,  which  was  increased  to  $200,000  in  1827, 
and  to  $400,000  in  1886.  In  1844  it  was  reduced  to 
$350,000,  but  increased  again  to  $400,000  in  1864, 
when  it  was  incorporated  as  the  Fall  River  National 
Bank. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows :  President,  Guil- 
ford H.  Hathaway  ;  Cashier,  Ferdinand  H.  Giflbrd ; 
Directors,  G.  H.  Hathaway,  William  L.  Slade,  John 
P.  Slade,  Richard  B.  Borden,  Isaac  Borden,  Henry 
S.  Fenner,  F.  H.  Gifford. 

The  Massasoit  Kational  Bank.— The  Massasoit 
Bank  was  organized  June  2, 1846,  with  an  authorized 
capital  of  $100,000.  Jason  H.  Archer  was  elected 
president,  Leander  Borden  cashier,  and  Jason  H. 
Archer,  Oliver  S.  Hawes,  Azariah  Shove,  Nathan 
Durfee,  Henry  Willard,  Iram  Smith,  and  Benjamin 
Ward  well  a  board  of  directors.  The  bank  com- 
menced business  in  December,  1846,  with  a  paid  up 
capital  of  $50,000,  which  was  increased  in  the  follow- 
ing March  to  $100,000.  In  January,  1854,  the  capital 
stock  was  again  increased  to  $200,000. 

In  October,  1852,  Dr.  J.  H.  Archer,  having  removed 
from  the  town,  resigned  his  office  as  president,  and 
Israel  Bufiinton  was  chosen  his  successor.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1864,  Charles  P.  Stickney  was  elected  president, 
vice  Israel  Buffinton,  resigned.  Charles  P.  Stickney 
resigned  Sept.  11, 1878,  and  Iram  Smith  elected  presi- 
dent. Leander  Borden  resigned  Nov.  1, 1881,  and  E. 
W.  Borden  elected  cashier. 

In  December,  1864,  the  bank  was  converted  into  a 
national  banking  association,  under  the  name  of  the 
Massasoit  National  Bank.  It  was  also  made  a  de- 
pository and  financial  agent  of  the  United  States. 

The  bank  when  first  established  occup\^  rooms  in 
the  north  end  of  the  Mount  Hope  Block,  corner  of 
Main  and  Franklin  Streets.  It  continued  here  for 
thirty  years,  or  until  1876,  when  it  was  removed  to  its 
more  commodious  and  convenient  banking-house  at 
the  Four  Corners,  the  northeast  corner  of  Main  and 
Bedford  Streets. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows :  President,  Iram 
Smith;  Cashier,  Eric  W.  Borden;  Directors,  Irani 
Smith,  Southard  H.  Miller,  Edmund  Chase,  William 
M(ison,  Bradford  D.  Davol,  Charles  M.  Shove,  George 
A.  Cliace,  Nathaniel  B.  Borden. 

The  Metaoomet  National  Bank.— The  Metacomet 
Bank  was  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  1852-58, 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $400,000,  which  was  soon  afler 
increased  to  $600,000.  It  was  organized  in  the  sum- 
mer following  by  the  choice  of  Jefierson  Borden  as 
president,  Azariah  S.  Tripp  cashier,  and  a  board  of 
nine  directors,  viz. :  Jefferson  Borden,  Nathan  Durfee, 
William  Lindsey,  Philip  D.  Borden,  Thomas  J.  Bor- 
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den,  D&niel  Brown,  William  Carr,  Williani  Marvel,  i 
and  Joaepb  CranOnll.  The  bonk  wiu  located  in  tlie 
brick  building  corner  of  Water  nnd  Pocasaet  Streets, 
and  commenced  bublnesa  in  December,  1S5S,  with  a 
capititl  then  as  largo  aa  that  of  any  bank  in  tbe  c<-m- 
monwealtb  outside  of  Itoston. 

In  ltJG5  the  inHtitution  vtoji  converted  into  a  national 
banking  association,  under  the  name  oT  the  Meta- 
coniet  National  Bank  of  Fall  Biver,  No.  924.  After 
having  been  located  on  the  boundar;  of  the  "  Bonier 
City,"  it  removed  in  1876  to  ita  preaont  commodioiia 
and  complete  banking-house  in  tbe  Borden  Block, 
corner  of  South  Main  and  Pleaitant  Streets. 

Mr.  Borden  remained  |>resideat  until  January,  1880, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  William  Lindsey,  Ibe 
present  incumbent.  Mr.  Tripp  has  remained  cnshier 
of  tbe  bank  from  the  lirut,  a  period  of  nearly  thirty 
years,  and  ia  one  of  the  oldest  bank  oflicials  in  term 
of  nervice  in  tbe  commonwealth. 

The  Fooasset  National  Bank.— The  Pocoiwet 

Bank  was  im:orporated  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island  in  May,  1864,  Moses  Baker, 
Oliver  Chace,  and  Joseph  O^iborn  being  named  in  the 
charter.  The  bank  was  organized  June  S,  1854,  by 
the  choice  of  Oliver  Chace,  Samuel  Uathaway, 
Weaver  Osborn,  Gideon  H.  Durfce,  and  Moses  Baker, 
of  Tiverton,  and  John  C.  Milne  and  William  H. 
Taylor,  of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  as  directors.  Oliver 
Chace  was  elected  president,  and  William  II.  Bruckett 

The  bank  woa  located  in  the  Fall  River  Union 
Bank  building,  corner  of  South  Main  and  Rodman 
Streeta,  then  in  Tiverton,  R.  I.  In  1S6G  tlie  town  of 
Tiverton  was  divided,  and  that  part  wherein  the 
bank  was  located  became  Fall  Biver,  B.  I.  In  1862 
the  boundary  line  between  Bhode  Island  and  MoBsa- 
chusolta  was  changed,  Fall  River,  R.  I.,  being  set  o(r 
to  Massachusetts,  and  tiie  bank,  by  authority  of  the 
Legislature,  became  a  Muasacliusetta  institution,  and 
was  removed  to  the  office  in  the  northwest  corner  of 
the  market  building,  now  City  Hall,  on  Main  Street. 

Feb.  1,  186S,  the  bank  waa  organised  as  a  national 
bank  under  the  title  of  Ibe  Pocasset  National  Bunk, 
No.  679.  In  1872  tbe  bank  purchased  the  lot  on  the 
Houtheabt  corner  of  Main  and  Bedford  Streeta,  and 
erected  on  the  "  Four  Corners,"  so  called,  a  fine  gran- 
ite building  of  three  stories  high,  with  a  mansard 
roof.  In  January,  1873,  tbe  bank  was  removed  to  its 
present  eligible  location  on  the  lower  Qoor  of  this 
building. 

At  tbe  annual  meeting  of  tbe  board  of  directors, 
Jan.  6.  1882,  Oliver  Chace  resigned  the  presidency, 
and  on  the  following  day  William  H.  Hathaway  was 
elected  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

Dec.  9,  1862,  William  H,  Brockett  resigned,  and 
was  succeeded  by  tlie  present  cashier,  Mr.  Edward  E. 
Hathaway,  who  has  been  connected  with  the  bank 
since  its  organization  in  1854. 

Samuel    Hathaway   olBcinled   aa  president  until 


his  death,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Weaver 
Osborn,  the  present  president.  Only  ibree  of  the 
original  board  of  directors  are  living,  vix.,. Weaver 
GHborn,  John  C.  Milne,  and  Gideon  H.  Durfee.  Mr. 
Osborn  and  Mr.  Milne  are  memliers  of  the  present 
board. 

The  present  board  is  as  follows:  Weaver  Osborn, 
Nathan  Read,  Danforth  Hortoa,  Linden  Cook,  Foster 
H.  SulTord,  John  C.  Milne,  E.  E.  Hathaway.  Capi- 
tal, $200,000;  surplus,  flO,000;  undivided  profits, 
$37,475.13. 

The  First  National  Bank  was  organized  Jan.  23, 
1864,  with  a  capital  of  1200,000.  Hon.  John  S. 
Brnyton  was  elected  preiideni,  and  Mr.  Charles  A. 
Baasett  cashier.  In  March,  1865,  the  capital  stock 
was  increased  to  $400,000,  which  ia  its  present  figure. 
From  the  date  of  organization  until  1870  it  was  a 
United  States  doponlKiry  and  financial  agent.  Tho 
bank  is  located  at  No.HQranilu  Block,  un  ihecurnur 
of  Main  and  Central  Streeta,  the  southwest  of  tho 
"  Four  Corners,"  so  called.  Mr,  Charles  A.  Dusaett, 
cashier,  having  in  1877  been  elected  treasurer  of  tha 
Fall  Biver  Bavings-Bank,  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Hezekiah  A.  Braylon,  who  remained  caahier  unUI 
April  28, 1880,  wlien  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  0.  E. 
Hendrickson,  the  present  incumbent.  The  present 
officers  of  the  bank  are  as  follows :  President,  Joha 
S.  Brayton ;  Cashier,  Oharlea  E.- Hendrickson  ;  Direc- 
tors, John  S.  Brayton,  William  H.  Brayton;  11.  A. 
Itrayton,  D.  A.  Brayton,  Jr. 

T\X6  Second  National  Bank  is  a  suucessor  of  tho 
Wamsutta  Bank,  which  was  incorporated  as  a  State 
bank  June  4,  1856,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000.  The 
first  board  of  directors  were  S.  A.  Chace,  Hale  Rem- 
ington, Jumea   B.   Luther,  Brownell    W.  Woodman, 

E.  C.  Kilburu,  Thomas  F.  Eddy,  and  Thomas  Almy. 
S.  A.  Chace  was  chosen  president,  and  uflioiutud  in  tbut 
capacity  until  1K78,  when  ho  reaigneU,  and  ThoniMi 

F.  Eddy  was  elected  tu  lliat  position.  Chiirtus  J. 
Holmes  was  elected  cashier,  and  has  uontinuod  tu  tho 
present  time.  In  May,  1804,  tbe  bank  waa  reorgan- 
ized as  tbe  Second  National  Bank  of  Fall  River,  and 
the  following  year  the  capital  was  increased  to$lSO,000, 
The  present  board  of  directors  are  Thomas  F.  Edily, 
E.  0.  Kilburn,  C.  J.  Holmea,  C.  E.  Fisher,  Leontinu 
Lincoln,  Albert  Winalow,  and  A.  B.  Saudfurd.  Cap- 
ital, $150,000;  undivided  earnings,  $34,000. 

The  Fall  Rtret  Savings-Bank  was  incorporated 
March  U,  1828,  and  Oliver  Chace,  James  Ford, 
UenrjChace,  Bradford  Durfee,  John  C.  Borden,  Clark 
Shove,  and  Hezekiah  Battelle  were  conslitutetl  a  cor- 
poration by  the  name  of  the  Fall  River  Institution 
for  Savings. 

The  organization  of  the  institution  was  completed 
by  the  election  of  Micuh  H.  Ruggles  la  president, 
llorvey  Chuee  secretary,  and  Juuics  Ford  treasurer. 
The  first  board  of  trustees  were  us  follows;  Duvid 
Anthony,  Samuel  Cliacc,  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  John 
C.  Borden,  Harvey  Chnce,  Joseph  Oooding,  Jamei 
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Ford,  Bradford  Durfee,  Richard  Borden,  John  S. 
Cotton,  Clark  Shove,  Philip  R.  Bennett,  Joeeph  C. 
Luther,  Jesse  Eddy,  Enoch  French,  Hezekiah  Bat- 
telle,  Matthew  C.  Diirfee,  and  William  H.  Hawkins. 
Enoch  French,  David  Anthony,  Matthew  C.  Durfee, 
Jesse  Eddy,  and  Harvey  Chace  were  constitated  a 
board  of  investment. 

May  28,  1828,  the  bank  was  opened  for  business, 
and  sixty-five  dollars  was  deposited  on  that  day  by 
four  depositors.  During  the  first  year  there  was 
three  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  dollars 
received  from  fi fly-eight  depositors,  but  of  this  amount 
five  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars  was  withdrawn. 
The  first  dividend  was  made  in  October,  1828,  amount- 
ing to  thirteen  dollars  and  four  cents. 

The  act  of  incorporation  provided  for  its  continu- 
ance for  a  term  of  twenty  years.  In  April,  1847,  by 
special  vote  of  the  Legislature,  the  act  was  continued 
without  limitation.  In  April,  1855,  the  name  of  the 
bank  was  changed  to  "  The  Fall  River  Savings- Bank." 

The  bank  has  had  but  four  presidents,  viz.,  Micah 
H.  Ruggles,  from  1828  to  1857 ;  Nathaniel  B.  Borden, 
from  1857  to  1865 ;  Job  B.  French,  from  1865  to  1882 ; 
and  William  Lindsey,  from  1882  to  the  present  time. 
Its  original  place  of  business  was  in  the  office  of 
James  Ford,  the  first  treasurer.  In  1830  it  was  re- 
moved to  the  store  of  Hawkins  Sc  Fish,  southeast 
corner  of  Main  and  Bedford  Streets,  Mr.  William  H. 
Hawkins  having  succeeded  Mr.  Ford  in  the  office  of 
treasurer.  In  July,  1833,  Mr.  Hawkins  was  succeeded 
by  Mr.  Henry  H.  Fish,  who  was  in  turn  succeeded  in 
1836  by  Mr.  Joseph  F.  Lindsey.  Mr.  Lindsey  de- 
voted the  best  y^ars  of  his  life  to  the  interests  of  the 
bank,  and  upon  his  retirement  in  1877,  after  forty 
years'  service  in  an  office  which  he  had  conducted 
with  marked  honesty,  ability,  and  courtesy,  was  com- 
plimented with  the  appointment  of  vice-president  of 
the  corporation.  His  successor  as  treasurer  was  Mr. 
Charles  A.  Bassett,  who  has  continued  to  the  present 
time.  Mr.  Bassett  had  been  cashier  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Fall  River  for  thirteen  years. 

The  bank  continued  in  Mr.  Fish's  store  till  some 
time  in  1841,  when  an  increase  of  business  demanded 
more  room,  and  a  small  building  in  the  rear  of  the 
old  post-office  on  Pocasset  Street  was  procured.  It 
remained  here  about  a  year,  and  was  then  removed  to 
the  basement  of  a  house  on  North  Main  Street,  owned 
and  occupied  by  Dr.  Nathan  Durfee.  This  house  was 
destroyed  in  the  great  fire  of  July,  1843,  and  a  private 
dwelling  was  occupied  by  the  bank  until  the  next 
January,  when  the  Mount  Hope  House  Block  was 
completed  on  the  site  of  the  former  office.  The  bank 
was  then  moved  into  the  office  in  the  southwest  cor- 
ner of  this  block,  where  it  remained  until  the  erection 
of  its  own  banking-house  on  North  Main  Street  in 
March,  1869,  which  is  one  of  the  most  complete-  in 
the  State. 

The  bank  has  paid  dividends  regularly  every  year, 
excepting  1879.    In  1882,  however,  an  extra  dividend 


of  four  and  a  half  per  cent  was  paid,  which  made 
good  to  the  depositors  the  deficiency  of  1879.  The 
total  dividends  from  organization  up  to  and  including 
October,  1882,  amount  to  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  and  a  half  per  cent,  making  an  average  of  six 
per  cent  since  its  organization. 

Previous  to  the  spring  of  1878  the  bank  had  con- 
tinuously increased  its  deposits,  until  the  amount 
reached  an  excess  of  $6,000,000.  The  well-known 
local  financial  irregularities  of  that  and  the  following 
year  caused  universal  distrust,  and  it  was  deemed  ex- 
pedient that  the  bank  should  take  the  benefit  of  the 
restrictive  act  limiting  payments,  known  as  the  "  Pay 
Law.''  It  was  first  applied  to  the  bank  in  July,  1878, 
and  continued  in  force  until  April  1, 1880,  when  the 
bank  resumed  payment  under  its  by-laws,  and  has 
since  paid  upon  demand  all  sums  desired  by  the  de- 
positors, and  the  managers  can  now  confidently  say 
that  in  their  opinion  it  is  as  sound  and  safe  as 
never  before.  The  present  deposits  amount  to  over 
$4,400,000. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows :  William  Lind- 
sey, president ;  A.  S.  Tripp,  vice-president ;  Isaac  B. 
Chace,  clerk;  Trustees,  J.  B.  French,  A.  S.  Tripp, 
Caleb  B.  Vickery,  Robert  C.  Brown,  Quilford  H. 
Hathaway,  Benjamin  Earl,  William  Lindsey,  Isaac 
B.  Chace,  Thomas  J.  Borden,  James  0.  Eddy,  Brad- 
ford D.  Davol,  Newton  R.  Earl,  Crawford  E.  Lindsey, 
Samuel  R.  Buffinton,  Henry  C.  Hawkins,  Henry  K. 
Braley,  Clark  Shove,  Ferdinand  H.  QifiTord,  Robert 
Henry;  C.  A.  Bassett,  treasurer;  N.  R.  Earl,  secre- 
tary board  of  trustees;  Board  of  Investment,  William 
Lindsey,  Quilford  H.  Hathaway,  Robert  C.  Brown, 
James  C.  Eddy,  Henry  C.  Hawkins. 

Citizens'  Savings-Bank.*^"  In  1851  the  October 
session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  passed  an  act  incorporating  'The 
Savings-Bank,*  to  be  located  in  Tiverton.  Oliver 
Chace,  Jr.,  Cook  Borden,  Thomas  Borden,  Clark  S. 
Manchester,  and  their  associates  and  successors,  were 
created  a  body  politic,  under  the  name  and  style  of 
'The  Savings-Bank,'  with  perpetual  succession. 
The  amount  of  deposits  to  be  received  was  limited 
to  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

"The  bank  was  organized  Nov.  15, 1851,  by  the 
election  of  Joseph  Osborn,  president;  Charles  F. 
Searle,  secretary;  William  H.  Brackett,  treasurer; 
and  a  board  of  fifteen  trustees.  Cook  Borden,  Oliver 
Chace,  Jr.,  Weaver  Osborn,  William  C.  Chapin,  and 
Samuel  Hathaway  were  chosen  a  board  of  invest- 
ment The  bank  was  opened  for  business  Dec.  1, 
1851,  at  the  office  of  the  Fall  River  Union  Bank,  and 
on  that  day  the  first  deposit  was  made. 

"  In  June,  1854,  the  bank  was  removed  to  the  office 
in  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Fall  River  Union  Bank 
building,  on  South  Main  Street,  corner  of  Rodman 
Street,  and  continued  there  until  the  change  in  the 
boundary  line  between  Rhode  Island  and  Massachu- 
setts, March  15, 1862,  when  it  became  a  Massachu- 
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Hetts  inslituUou,  under  ihe  name  of  tbe  CitiEens' 
BavingB-Iiaiik,  aod  wua  removed  wilh  tlie  Pocasaet 
Bank  to  the  oarlhweat  uomor  of  the  market  building, 
now  City  Hall.  In  Jatiuury,  1S73,  the  bitDk  waa  again 
removed  M  tbe  office  [irepared  far  it,  in  conoeciiiiD 
witli  tlie  Focasset  National  Bank,  in  the  iatter's  new 
building,  erected  for  a  banking-house  and  othtsr  piir- 
poaes,  on  the  comer  of  Main  and  Bedford  Streots. 

"  In  December,  1S62,  William  H.  Drackett  resigned 
tbe  ofHce  of  treasurer  on  account  of  removal  to  an- 
other city,  and  Edward  E.  Hathaway  wna  elected  to 
till  the  vacancy. 

"The  first  dividend  woa  declared  June  4,  1852, 
viz.,  three  per  cent,  for  the  preceding  tix  niontbs." 

Tbe  present  deposits,  February  9th,  are  $2,216,- 
183.02;  undivided  profits,  |47,993.9fii  guarantee 
fund,  839,702.76.  Preaident,  Joseph  Oaborn  ;  Vice- 
Presidents,  Linden  Cook  and  Danfurtb  Horton; 
Secretary,  Jubn  C.  Milne;  Treasurer,  E.  E.  Hatha- 
way ;  Assistant  Treasurer,  R  F.  Borden ;  Second  As- 
aistant Treasurer,  William  F.  Winter;  Clerk,  William 

B.  Shove;  Book-keeper,  F.  O.  Dwelly;  Trustees,  Jo- 
seph Osborn,  L.  8.  Earle,  Linden  Cook,  Charles  P. 
Bring,  J.  C.  Milne,  Weaver  Osboni.  B.  F.  Winslow, 
F.  H.  Stafford,  Joseph  Healy,  George  0.  Fairbauks, 
Samuel  W.  Hathaway,  Danforth  Horton,  Joseph  n. 
Carr,  George  H.  Eddy,  M.  G.  B.  Swift,  P.  I.  Conant, 
John  B.  Marvel,  F.  L.  Aliuy,  James  W.  Henry,  Je- 
rome Dwelly ;  Board  of  Investment,  Weaver  Osborn, 
Charles  P.  Dring,  John  C.  Milne,  Linden  Cook, 
Lloyd  S,  Earle. 

Weaver  Osborn  was  a  member  of  the  first  board  of 
trustees,  and  has  remained  a  trustee  to  tlio  present 

The  Fall  River  Five-Cent  Savings-Bank  was  in- 
corporated April  10, 1S5-^,  with  the  following  incorpo- 
rators :  S.  Angier  Chace,  Halo  Remington,  Walter  C. 
Durfee,  James  Buffinton,  E.  P.  BufGntou,  B.  H.  Davis, 
AsaP.French,and  Alvan  S.  Ballard.  The  institution 
was  organized  on  the  2dth  of  the  (oltowiog  October, 
with  S.  Angier  Cbace,  president;  Hale  Remington, 
secretary;  Charles  J.  Holmes,  Jr.,  treasurer ;  and  S. 
Angier  Chace,  Asa  Eumes,  E.  P.  ButlinUm,  Abner 
L.  Wcstgate,  and  Robert  K.  Remington,  u  board  of 
investment.  Mr.  Chace  remained  president  until 
1878,  when  he  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by  Walter 

C.  Durfee.  Mr.  Remington  continued  as  secretary 
until  October,  1856,  wben  John  P.  Slade  was  elect«d 
to  that  position.  There  has  been  no  change  in  tbe 
office  of  treasurer,  Mr.  Holmes  having  officiated  dur- 
ing tbe  twenty-seven  years  of  the  bank's  existence. 
The  present  deposits  amount  to  $1, 100,000  ;  surplus, 
^0,000.  The  present  board  of  investment  is  as  fol- 
lows: Walter  0.  Ourl'ee,  E.  C.  Kilburn,  Iram  Smith, 
S.  M.  Brown,  and  Edwin  Shaw. 

The  Union  Savings-Bank  was  incorporated  April 
24,  186<),  with  Gardner  T.  Dean,  Edwin  Shsw,  and 
Lafayette  Nichols  aa  corporators.  An  organization 
was  immediiiitily  I'llbijiud   hy  tlie  choice  of  Augustus 


Chace,  president;  James  M.Morton,  Jr.,  secretary ; 
D.  A.  Cbapin,  treasurer;  and  a  board  of  twenty-five 
trustees.  The  board  of  investment  consisted  of  Cook 
Bordeo,  William  B.  Durfee,  Gardner  T.  Dean,  Lafay- 
ette Nichols,  and  Alphonso  8,  Oovel.  The  bank 
opened  for  business  in  May,  18(i!). 

tls  present  otiicers  ari;  ns  follows :  President, 
Augustus  Chace;  ^^rutary,  Abruhum  G.  Hart; 
Treasurer,  Daniel  A.  Cbapin  ;  Biiard  of  Investment, 
Nathan  Cbace,  William  B.  Durfee.  Gardner  T.  Dean, 
Lafayette  Nichols,  A.  S.  Cove). 
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Th■  Vill  lllxr  H><n— Tlig  D.llj  B'l-nlui  Hior-Tlia  Vill  OiMjr 
nmlJ—TbE  AdiuiM-TIo  IlHllr  B«unl— Tbi  Iktlly  Sub— Tli*  FliM 
S»(<  Ud*  BelwHD  rail  Btisr  *ud  PnitliUiin-'Tbii  Fall  Blm- 
l.lo*  of  HtHman— Tke  ajj*  Llna— Vuton  In  lS3a-Tli*  VIra  et 
Itm—Uwlot  Uulldlitia  D«lKt]>vd~Ci»hin-llau(t  an-l  I->>at4fflea— 
Tlia  taij  Hall— KduetUonal— Boliuala  la  IIUS—PitmiiI  Omiil'lluo  uT 
BcIitMl^Mn.  Uirr  B.  Vcnng'i  QitI— Th*  ruUIn  Ubnrr'-Tb* 
Hfcalalan  lu  Arinai— WitwWgr).*— Fin  lM|>arlD>anl-()>li    G»» 

Town— NiniiL'hingallaTruT-Suba^'iaullxl'.  WM  niv>r— Inatr- 
l«m<bii  el  Uio  Oliy—Ftrat  Onion— Unygra  rniii  ISM  tu  l«st— 
llo<abanurCuiigiwUnlil>iilaurir.n  Ul>ar-Bb.lii  B-iuh>ra~Kti>- 
nxulilKca  tnm  1SU3  Is  1M«— TkiwB  Ckrfca  Inni  imu  lu  lltH— Oitf 
<JI*ck>  (raui  ISM   to   ISH— Piwent  Cll]r  OniiHiK— Volualluu  (rum 


The  FaU  River  Monitor.— The  pioneer  in  Fall 
River  journalism  was  the  Ahnitor,  first  issued  Jan,  (i, 
1826,  by  Nathan  Hall.  The  olhce  of  publication  was 
on  Bedford  Street,  in  a  brick  building  which  stood 
where  is  situated  tlie  block  now  occupied  by  Measrs. 
Allen,  Slade  &  Co.,  for  tbeir  wholesale  grocery  busi- 
ness. Tbe  size  of  the  paper  was  nineteen  by  twenty- 
four  incbei,  four  pages,  and  four  columns  to  a  page. 

Tbe  paper  was  primed  on  a  Ramage  preat,  similar 
to  the  one  used  by  Franklin.  Tbe  ink  waa  distributed 
upon  the  type  by  balls,  the  very  ancient  style  of  tbe 

The  number  of  advertisements,  though  ipiit«  lim- 
ited, was  respectable  for  this  early  period  of  our 
history  as  a  town.  Among  iliese  we  note  tbat  John 
8.  Cotton  offers  a  variety  of  goods  at  his  store,  at  tlie 
old  stand  at  the  corner  formerly  occupied  by  the  Fall 
River  Manufactory,  vii;,,  dry-goods,  groceries,  crock- 
ery, glassware,  and  liardwiire.  Jubn  Southwick  was 
also  a  dealer  in  the  same  articles.  J.  it  D.  Iieonnrd 
supplied  the  people  with  paints  and  oil,  but  as  no- 
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thing  is  said  about  paper  hangings,  we  infer  that  Fall 
River  people  had  not  attained  to  the  style  necessary 
to  make  them  a  profitable  com'modity.  Bennett  A 
Jacobs  were  prominent  dealers  in  West  India  goods 
and  groceries,  as  also  did  Hiram  Bliss.  Enoch  French 
Sc  Sons  supplied  the  people  with  boots,  shoes,  and 
leather,  which,  by  the  way,  is  the  only  store  which  has 
remained  till  this  day,  the  same  being  continued  by 
one  of  the  sons  and  a  grandson  under  the  firm-name 
of  Job  B.  French  &  Son,  at  or  near  the  old  stand,  but 
with  greatly  increased  facilities.  Samuel  Shove  <& 
Son  were  engaged  in  the  dry -goods  business,  and  also 
including  in  his  stock  crockery,  earthen-  and  glass- 
ware. Blake  &  Nichols  were  dealers  in  staple  goods. 
Peleg  H.  Earl  was  the  merchant  tailor.  James  Ford 
dispensed  the  law.  Joseph  Luther  and  J.  Ames 
taught  private  schools.  Benjamin  Anthony  and  John 
Southwick  were  the  auctioneers.  James  G.  Bowen 
was  the  postmaster.  Matthew  C.  Durfee  was  the  only 
bank  cashier.  Susan  Jennings  was  the  tailoress,  and 
Mrs.  Hannah  Allen  the  mantuamaker.  David  An- 
thony was  agent  for  a  Boston  insurance  company. 
John  C.  Borden  and  David  Anthony  were  among  the 
principal  owners  of  real  estate,  and  the  former  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  his  name  appearing  occasionally 
lis  officiating  at  marriage  ceremonies.  A  Masonic 
lodge  was  in  being  here  at  this  early  day,  of  which 
lU.  W.  Leandei;  P.  Lovell  was  Master,  and  John  C. 
Borden  was  Secretary  and  Tyler,  with  Rev.  A.  B.  Read 
OS  Chaplain. 

B.  Earl  entered  the  ofiUce  of  the  Monitor  as  an  ap- 
prentice late  in  the  fall  of  1826.  After  serving  three 
years,  and  continuing  labor  in  the  ofilce  some  six 
months  longer,  he  purchased  the  office  with  all  its 
materials,  the  good-will,  and  list  of  subscribers  to  the 
Monitor,  and  commenced  its  publication  on  the  1st 
of  July,  1829,  continuing  its  publication  until  1838, 
when  it  was  sold  out  to  Tripp  &  Pearce.  During  the 
last  vear  or  two  of  Mr.  Earl's  connection  with  the 
ofiUce,  J.  S.  Hammond  was  associated  with  him  in  that 
and  other  business. 

James  Ford,  Esq.,  officiated  as  editor  of  the  Monitor 
during  most  of  the  period  of  its  publication  by  Mr. 
Earl. 

During  the  publication  of  the  Monitor  by  Mr.  Earl, 
the  Morgan  excitement  on  Masonry  and  anti-Masonry 
sprung  up,  and  waxed  hot  and  bitter  between  the 
contending  adherents  on  either  side;  and  also  the 
"  great  Hodges  and  Ruggles'  contest,"  as  it  was  after- 
wards called,  for  Congressional  appointment,  which 
finally  terminated  in  the  election  of  Hodges  on  the 
seventh  ballot.  The  Monitor  took  the  Masonic  side  of 
question  in  controversy,  and  this  gave  to  its  publisher 
the  cognomen  of  "  Jack-mason." 

In  March,  1838,  Earl  &  Hammond  sold  out  their 
interest  in  the  paper  to  Mr.  N.  A.  Tripp  and  Alfred 
Pearce.*  Their  partnership  continued  but  three 
months,  when  Mr.  Henry  Pratt  assumed  the  obliga- 
tions which  Mr.  Pearce  had  thrown  off.    Thus  for 


many  years  the  publishers  were  Messrs.  Tripp  & 
Pratt  In  1850,  Mr.  Tripp  went  out  of  the  firm,  and 
in  1857  engaged  in  the  publication  of  the  Daily  Star, 
which  soon  after  came  into  existence.' 

The  senior  publisher,  Mr.  Noel  A.  Tripp,  still  sur- 
vives, and  is  an  cUlacM  of  this  office.  He  is  probably 
the  oldest  printer  in  the  county,  and  still  wears  his 
honors  bravely,  receiving  to  himself,  very  justly,  the 
credit  of  establishing  the  first  daily  newspaper  which 
became  a  permanent  institution.  Mr.  Alfred  Pearce 
died  in  Providence,  March  12, 1871. 

For  many  years  previous  to  the  fire  of  1848  the 
paper  was  published  in  the  Exchange  Building  which 
stood  where  the  City  Hall  building  is  now  located. 
After  the  fire  it  sought  temporary  quarters  in  the  rear 
of  Mrs.  Young's  residence,  on  North  Main  Street, 
until  the  Borden  block,  which  stood  where  the  new 
one  is  now  erected,  was  finished,  when  it  was  removed 
thither.  When  the  Pocasset  House  was  rebuilt  the 
office  was  removed  to  its  present  quarters,  where  it  has 
remained  ever  since. 

In  1841  the  present  proprietor  entered  the  office  to 
serve  an  apprenticeship,  after  concluding  which  he 
continued  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Henry  Pratt,  the  pub- 
lisher, most  of  the  time  till  about  1855,  when  he  en- 
gaged in  business  himself.  In  December,  1868,  he 
assumed  the  publication  of  the  Monitor,  which  had 
been  suspended  for  some  months.  For  two  years  it 
was  run  as  a  free  paper.  Jan.  1, 1871,  it  was  enlarged 
to  its  present  dimensions  and  issued  at  one  dollar  per 
annum.  It  continued  at  this  price  one  year,  and  Jan. 
1,  1872,  the  subscription  was  raised  to  one  dollar  and 
fifty  cents  per  annum.  Its  subscription  is  larger,  and 
it  has,  undoubtedly,  now  a  far  wider  circulation  than 
at  any  period  in  its  history. 

The  name^  of  those  who  at  various  times  previous 
to  Mr.  Robertson's  connection  with  the  Jtfbnitor  wielded 
the  editorial  pen  in  its  columns  are  in  their  order  as 
follows :  Joseph  Hathaway,  Esq.,  Charles  F.  Town- 
send,  Matthew  C.  Durfee,  James  Ford,  Esq.,  and  Hon. 
Joseph  E.  Dawley.  Mr.  Dawley  is  the  only  one  now 
living. 

The  first  editor,  Mr.  Hathaway,  was  a  native  of 
Fall  River,  which  then  embraced  Freetown,  where 
Mr.  Hathaway  was  born.  He  was  probably  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  members  of  the  Bristol  County  bar. 
As  a  platform  speaker  he  had  few  equals,  and  as  an 
incisive  writer  he  could  wield  a  lance  which  cut  to  the 
quick. 

Charles  F.  Townsend,  Esq.,  of  "  Townsend  Hill" 
notoriety,  became  an  early  contributor  to  the  columns 
of  the  Monitor,  more  especially  in  its  poetical  depart- 
ment, and  continued  in  that  capacity  many  years. 

Matthew  C.  Durfee  was  its  editor  from  1828  to  1830. 
He  was  a  man  of  fine  talents,  a  cashier  of  the  first 
bank  ever  started  here,  and  possessed  good  business 
abilities.  He  was  a  good  writer,  a  person  of  conscien- 
tious principles,  and  wielded  a  trenchant  pen.  He 
died  in  December,  1841. 
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James  Ford,  Eaq.,  naaitmed  the  editorial  chair  in 
1880  and  continued  till  1858.  As  a  writer,  he  waa 
honest  in  atatement  and  an  ardent  advocate  of  his 
political  parly,— tlie  Whigs,  During  a  good  portion 
of  this  time  the  Democracy  were  in  the  ascendant  in 
the  nation,  but  Fall  River  usually  was  curried  by  the 
Whigs,  nnd  it  was  gencrully  conceded  that  the  paper 
was  a  powerful  mulor  in  the  accomplishment  of  this 
work.  Political  caiitroveray  raged  high  in  those  dayn, 
much  hotter  than  in  modern  times.  The  editor  wus 
not  peculiarly  mild  in  his  denuncistian  of  the  policy 
of  the  Democratic  party,  whom  ho  generally  styled 
"  IjQCofocoe,"  a  term  quite  commonly  applied  to  them 
In  those  days.  Various  attempts  were  made  to  auxtaiD 
»  newspaper  again  by  tlie  Democratic  party,  but  with 
iadiSerent  succesa.  Failure  after  fuilure  followed 
until  the  Weeily  Nmt  got  a  foothold.  In  tile  menu 
Ume  the  editor  of  ilie  Monitor  was  continually  pouring 
hot  shot,  metaphorically  speaking,  into  the  enemy's 
camp.  Generally  the  opposition  papers  were  edited 
by  various  perHuns,  hence  arose  a.  term  of  "  forty 
fathers,"  which  Judge  Ford  applied  to  the  authors  of 
their  editorials.  Tiie  drat  objective  point  seemed  to 
be  the  demolition  of  the  theories  of  the  MohUot, 
against  which  they  battled  long  and  earnestly.  The 
controversy  was  long  continued,  the  excitement  ran 
high,  and  epitbels  of  a  harmless  nature  were  freely 
applied  on  lioth  sides.  Though  for  a  wliile  these 
afforded  conMideruble  amusement  to  the  patrons  of 
the  papers,  yet  tliey  were  carried  to  such  an  extent  as 
to  become  tedious  to  the  readers  and  unprofitable  to 
the  publishers.  In  those  days  newspaper  controversy 
was  more  popular  than  it  is  now,  but  as  they  gener- 
ally degenerate  into  personal  abuse,  they  detract  from 
the  character  and  profitableness  of  the  paper,  and 
please  few  but  those  whose  belligerent  propeosities  are 
superior  to  tbe  mental.  Mr.  Ford  lived  to  a  ripe  old 
age,  being  only  a  few  daya  short  of  eighty-nine  years 
at  his  death,  retaining  his  mental  facultiex  till  the  last. 

Hon.  Joseph  E.  Duwley  became  a  contributor  to 
the  Monitor  as  early  as  1847,  and  upon  the  retirement 
of  Hr.  Ford,  Iti  1853,  he  assumed  the  sole  editorial 
charge,  and  eoiitiuued  to  discharge  those  duties  until 
about  1861,  when,  in  consequence  of  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion,  the  paper  wassUHpended  for  several  months. 

The  MonUor  is  now  published  by  Mr,  William  S. 
Robertson,  editor  and  proprietor. 

The  Moral  Envoy  {unti- Masonic)  was  started  in 
1830  by  George  Wlieaton  Alleo,  a  native  of  Butavia, 
N.  Y.  This  journal  cnritinued  to  be  published  sbout 
a  year,  when  in  1831  it  was  succeeded  by  the  Village 
Recorder,  Noel  A.  Tripp  publisher.  This  was  issued 
once  a  fortnight  from  the  same  ofBce  as  the  Monitor 
for  a  short  time  until  1832,  when  it  came  out  weekly. 
After  running  nearly  three  years,  the  Recorder  was 
merged  in  the  Monitor. 

In  1836  there  was  started  the  first  Democratic 
paper,  a  weekly,  called  the  Palriot.  The  publisher 
was  William  N.  Canlield,    It  was  edited  a  few  months 


by  6.  Ellery  Hale,  aller  which  the  editorial  work  was 
mostly  performed  by  a  ctiteria  of  writers,  among 
whom  were  the  late  Dr.  P.  W.  Leland,  Dr.  Foster 
Hooper,  Jonathan  Blade,  and  Louis  Lnphnm,  Esi|. 
These  were  the  "  forty  fathers,"  so  termed  by  James 
Ford,  Esq.,  who  at  this  time  edited  the  Monitor,  The 
Patriot  was  a  journal  of  considerable  shilJty,  and 
did  good  service  for  the  Democracy.  It  lived  four  or 
five  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Ariketypt,  which 
was  started  in  1641  under  the  management  of  Messrs. 
Thomas  Almy  and  Louis  l.apham.  After  one  year 
it  was  discontinued,  and  wss  followed  by  the  Gazette, 
published  liy  Abraham  Dowen,  and  edited  by  Ejteplicn 
Hart.  This  was  also  short-lived,  when  the  Argui 
sprung  up  under  the  editorial  supervision  of  Jonathan 
Slode,  with  Thomas  Almy  as  publisher.  The  olRce 
being  destroyed  in  the  great  fire  of  1840,  the  pa|>er 
was  suspended.  About  this  Ume  was  issued  the  Flint 
and  Steel,  a  small  weekly  sheet  edited  by  the  late  Hr. 
P.  W.  I.«land.  It  was  in  tho  interest  of  the  Democ- 
racy, and  gave  full  scope  to  the  talent  posHeased  by 
the  doctor  in  making  the  sparks  of  criticism  and  sar^ 
CHsm  Hy  thick  and  fast. 

At  its  demise  various  ventures  in  journalism  were 
made,  among  them  The  Mechanic,  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Almy,  assisted  hy  Mr.  John  C.  Milne,  the  tfuin- 
puiioag,  and  tome  others,  Since  1840  there  have  been 
the  All  Sorii,  by  Abraham  Ilowen,  published  ucca- 
sionnlly;  Journal,  weekly,  by  George  Uoberiaon ; 
People'n  IWi,  tri-weekly,  by  Noel  A.  Tripp.  The 
..4/f  Sorit  and  Journal  lived  for  a  season,  Tbe  /Veu 
wus  published  five  years,  nod  then  in  ISUfi  was  mergeil 
into  the  Monitor. 

The  Labor  Journal,  published  by  Henry  Seiivoy, 
was  started  in  1873,  now  discontinued.  The  L'Echo 
du  Cojuida,  an  organ  of  the  Frenuh  Oanadiaas,  was 
started  in  1373,  and  lived  about  two  years. 

The  first  daily  paper  was  The  Spark,  published  in 
1848,  a  small  campaign  paper,  edited  by  Louis  Lap- 
bam,  EtK].,  which  lived  but  a  lew  weeks. 

The  Fall  River  Weekly  News  was  established 
April  3,  1845,  by  Thomas  Almy  and  John  C.  Milne, 
as  a  Democratic  paper,  and  continued  us  such  till 
18S3,  when  it  espoused  the  principles  of  the  Itepub- 
tican  party,  which  it  has  uontinucd  to  advocate  ever 
since,  in  June,  1609,  the  publication  of  the  Daitu 
Evening  Newt  was  commenced,  in  connection  witli 
the  Weehly.  In  I8G4,  Mr.  Frank  L.  Almy,  who  had 
entered  the  olHce  us  an  apprentice  during  the  first 
year  of  the  Weekly  Newt,  was  admitted  as  a  partner. 

In  1882  the  firm  of  Almy,  Milne  4Co.  was  dissolveil 
by  the  death  of  the  senior  partner,  Mr.  Thomas  Almy, 
after  a  business  connection  with  Mr.  ftlilne  of  more 
than  thirty-seven  years,  and  the  publication  of  the 
two  papers  has  been  continued  since  that  time  by  Mr. 
John  C.  Milne  and  Mr.  Frank  L.  Almy,  under  the 
original  Krm-name  of  Almy  &  Milne. 

Both  the  Daily  and  Weekly  Newt  have  been  enlarged 
from   time  to  time,  until   they  are  now  among  the 
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largest  papers  in  the  State,  each  containing  thirty-six 
columnB.  The  Evening  Newt  is  the  largest  daily  pub- 
lished in  the  city,  and  it  has  a  large  and  increasing 
circulation,  and  its  value  as  an  advertising  medium  is 
well  understood  by  business  men.  It  is  an  able,  high- 
toned,  and  influential  journal,  and  in  the  days  of  the 
anti-slavery  agitation  was  noted  for  its  zeal  and  effi- 
ciency in  the  cause  of  human  freedom.  It  occupies 
a  bold  and  fearless  position  on  the  great  moral  ques- 
tions of  the  day,  is  a  prominent  advocate  of  the  tem- 
perance cause,  allows  no  liquor  advertisements  in  its 
columns,  and  gives  its  aid  to  advance  in  every  way 
the  best  interests  of  the  community. 

FaU  River  Herald. — In  1872  a  conference  of  lead- 
ing Democrats  of  Fall  River  was  held  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  establishing  a  daily  paper  to  represent 
the  interests  of  the  party  and  the  workingmen  of  the 
city.  Accordingly,  a  subscription-paper  was  circu- 
lated chiefly  among  the  Irish  Democrats  of  means, 
and  in  a  short  time  stock  to  the  amount  of  six  thou- 
sand dollars  was  taken  and  paid  for.  An  office  in 
Nichols  building  on  Pocasset  Street  was  secured,  and 
the  necessary  materials  purchased.  On  July  2d  the 
first  copy  of  the  paper  was  issued,  under  the  name  of 
The  Border  City  Herald^  with  Mr.  William  Hovey, 
later  editor  of  the  Bosf/m  Transcript^  and  now  editor 
of  the  Sunday  Ihidgrt^  in  charge  of  the  editorial  de- 
partment. The  paper  sprang  into  immediate  favor 
both  among  readers  and  business  men,  and  its  success 
was  assured  from  the  first  issue.  Instead  of  confining 
itself  to  the  narrow  channels  of  partisanship,  an  inde- 
pendent position  was  assumed,  and  Democratic  pro- 
clivities set  aside  whenever  any  false  course  was  per- 
ceptible in  that  party.  With  success  came  that 
negligence  so  characteristic  of  people  who  have  not 
much  on  their  minds,  and  the  result  was  that  the 
monetary  affairs  of  the  concern  were  improperly  man- 
aged. Several  times  was  the  project  of  dissolving  the 
company  broached  in  the  meetings  of  the  stockhold- 
ers, but  the  wisdom  of  the  clear-sighted  members 
prevailed,  and  the  question  effectually  disposed  of 
forever.  A  debt  of  over  five  thousand  dollars  was  in- 
curred by  the  directors,  which  no  one  could  see  a  way 
of  li  fting.  A  new  and  more  energetic  board  of  direct- 
ors was  chosen,  who  personally  managed  the  affaire 
and  applied  for  articles  of  incorporation  in  1877, 
which  were  granted,  and  the  name  changed  to  FaU 
River  Daily  Herald.  A  good  system  of  economy  was 
at  once  inaugurated,  money  raised  to  meet  the  out- 
standing obligations,  and  the  company  placed  on  a 
sounder  footing.  The  new  lease  of  life  infused  into  the 
Herald  at  that  time  has  brought  it  to  its  present  ex- 
cellent standing ;  so  that  the  stock,  which  sold  for 
forty  dollars  per  share  in  1876-77,  cannot  now  be  had 
for  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars. 

Mr.  Hovey  was  succeeded  as  editor  by  the  late 
Judge  Lapham,  whose  ponderous  editorial  articles 
afforded  great  pleasure  to  the  old -line  Democrats, 
among  whom  he  was  the  leading  light.    He  contin- 


ued in  charge  until  his  duties  as  justice  of  the  Police 
Court  became  so  onerous  that  he  was  compelled  to  re- 
sign. Mr.  Walter  Scott  was  the  third  editor,  followed 
soon  by  a  New  Jeraey  journalist  named  Trellease, 
whose  stay  was  exceedingly  brief,  because  of  his  ir- 
regular habits.  George  Salisbury,  now  editor  and. 
publisher  of  the  FaU  River  Weekly  Advance^  was  ap- 
pointed his  successor,  but  receiving  a  more  advan- 
tageous offer,  he  shortly  afterward  resigned  to  accept 
a  similar  position  from  Henry  Sevey,  who  at  that 
time  was  running  a  one-cent  paper  on  Pleasant  Street 
called  the  Daily  Journal  and  Democrat,  Mr.  Ernest 
King,  an  associate  at  one  time  of  Horace  Qreeley, 
and  publisher  of  a  paper  in  Connecticut,  was  next 
called  in  as  editor,  and  filled  the  position  acceptably, 
when  he  asked  to  be  released,  on  account  of  a  difficulty 
with  the  directors,  who  held  that  the  paper  was 
amenable  to  the  laws  under  the  copyright  act  for 
publishing  an  article  on  the  Irish  question  written  by 
Charles  S.  Parnell  for  the  North  American  Review, 
The  seventh  editor  was  William  B.  Wright,  a  young 
Boston  journalist,  who  caused  the  paper  to  assume  a 
new  and  more  vigorous  tone.  He  stayed  two  yean, 
when  he,  too,  January,  1882,  resigned.  The  vacancy 
remained  unfilled  for  a  few  weeks,  until  Mr.  Joseph  £. 
Chamberlain,  at  that  time  editor  of  the  Newport  Daily 
Ncwi,  and  former  managing  editor  of  the  Chicago 
TinieSf  assumed  charge  at  the  invitation  of  the  direc- 
tors. The  paper  has  made  a  great  gain  in  circulation 
and  influence  within  the  past  year.  It  is  Democratic 
in  politics,  and  independent  and  fearless  in  its  man- 
ner of  discussing  public  topics. 

The  Advance  was  started  as  a  licensed  victuallere' 
organ  in  March,  1879,  by  a  pereon  named  Trellease, 
and  soon  afterwards  fell  into  the  hands  of  Salisbury 
&  Newell,  who  continued  to  run  it  until  August,  1881, 
when  Mr.  Salisbury  purchased  his  partner's  interest 
in  the  concern,  and  has  since  run  it  as  its  sole  pro- 
prietor and  editor,  entirely  changing  its  character 
and  tone,  and  making  it  an  independent,  chatty,  and 
amusing  family  and  news  paper.  Starting  as  a  small 
six-column,  patent  outside  sheet,  it  has  gradually  de- 
veloped into  a  nine-column  paper,  all  filled  with 
bright,  fresh,  and  interesting  reading-matter.  It  is  a 
paragraphic  and  witty  paper,  which  is  quoted  far  and 
near,  and  its  jokes  and  stories  are  reproduced  as 
largely  in  the  old  country  as  at  home.  Mr.  Salisbury, 
the  editor,  .is  an  Englishman,  who  has  only  been  in 
this  country  about  nine  years.  He  has  built  up  a 
big  and  a  jolly  paper,  and  is  a  prime  favorite  with 
the  paragraphic  fraternity  all  over  the  country.  The 
Advance  is  a  weekly  paper,  published  every  Saturday, 
and  has  a  large  and  steadily-increasing  circulation 
and  a  good  advertising  patronage.  The  Advance  is 
illustrated  by  humorous  cuts,  and  makes  a  specialty 
of  racy  and  laughable  stories. 

The  Daily  Record  was  established  Dec  12, 1878, 
by  W.  O.  Milne  &  Co.,  and  was  discontinued  July 
29,  1879. 
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The  Fall  River  Daily  Sun  was  dnt  iuued  May 
11,  ISSO,by  ilie  Fall  River  Sun  Publishing  Oouipany, 
with  Earnest  King  aa  ediUii,  and  was  published  until 
March  24,  1882. 

The  Firit  Stage  Line  between  Fall  Rivet  and 
Providence  nnd  Fall  River  and  Now  Beiiruril  was 
established  in  1825,  Mr.  laaac  Fish  being  proprietor 
of  the  former,  and  I.  11.  Bartlett  of  the  latter.  The 
terminus  of  each  line  being  at  Slade'a  Ferry,  which 
was  crossed  by  a  hone  ferry-boat.  This  primitive 
craft  was  succeeded  in  1847  by  the  steam  ferry-boat 
"  Faitt,"  and  this  by  the  "  Weetamoe"  in  1SS9.  This 
ferry  continued  in  use  until  the  completion  of  the 
bridge  iu  1875. 

Fall  River  and  Providence  Steamboat  Com- 
pany.—The  Full  River  and  Providence  line  of 
ateaniers  was  establislipd  by  the  Iron-Worlis  Company 
in  1828,  and  was  owned  and  operated  by  that  corpor- 
ation until  1680,  when  it  was  organized  as  a  separate 
company,  with  a  capitnl  of  one  hundred  and  niuuty- 
two  thousand  dollars. 

The  first  steamer  on  this  line  was  the  "  Hancock," 
put  on  in  1828;  she  measured  ninety-eight  tons, 
eighty-nine  feet  long,  eighteen  feet  beam,  and  about 
six  feet  depth  of  hold,  and  was  commanded  by  Oapt. 
Thomas  Qorden.  The  "  Hancock"  was  succeeded  by 
the  "King  Philip"  in  1832.  The  "  Bradford  Durfee" 
was  placed  upon  the  route  in  1S45,  the  "Canuiiicus" 
in  1849,  the  "  Metacomet"  in  18S4,  and  the  "  Rich- 
ard Borden"  in  1874.  Two  Bleamers,  the  "Richard 
Borden"  and  "Bradford  Durfee,"  ply  regularly  be- 
tween thin  city  and  Providence.  Thesl«amcr"Canon- 
icus"  is  used  for  the  summer  season.  The  present 
officers  are  ua  follows ;  President,  Jefferson  Borden ; 
Clerk  nnd  Treasurer,  Robert  C.  Brown;  Directors, 
Jefferson  Borden,  John  B.  Brayton,  R.  B.  Borden, 
Nathaniel  Lindsey,  David  A.  Bruytou,  Jr.,  and  H. 
U.  Barnes. 

The  Fall  River  Line.— The  first  steamboat  com- 
munication between  this  city  and  New  York  was  in- 
augurated in  1847  by  the  organization  of  the  Bay 
State  Steamboat  Company  with  a  capital  of  $^00,000. 
The  first  steamer  commenced  her  trijm  in  May  of 
that  year.  This  was  the  "  Buy  State,"  three  hundred 
and  twenty  feel  long,  with  a  tonnage  of  sixteen  hun- 
dred, commanded  by  Capt.  Joseph  I.  Onmstock.  The 
alternate  boat  was  tboBteamer"MasaBChuset  Is,"  which 
was  chartered  until  the  completion  of  the  "  Metropo- 
lis" in  1854.  This  steamer  was  three  hundred  and 
fif^y  feet  in  length,  with  u  capacity  of  two  thousand 
two  hundred  tons. 

The  conception  of  the  organization  of  this  favorite 
through  route  of  travel  between  Boston  and  New 
York,  via  Fall  River,  was  largely  due  to  Col.  Richard 
Borden,  by  whom  also  the  railroad  was  projected  and 
mainly  constructed.  Other  business  men  were  inter- 
ested in  this  latter  movement  and  aided  in  its  develop- 
ment, among  whom  were  Andrew  Robeson,  Sr,  who 
was  its  first  president,  his  successor,  Hon.  Nathaniel 


B.  Borden,  and  David  Aniliony,  who  was  treasurer. 
Jefferson  Borden  was  also  most  prominent  in  ilia 
management,  and  shared  with  his  brother  Richard  in 
the  organization  of  the  steamboat  line.  Until  1846, 
there  Imd  been  no  communication  direct  from  Fall 
River  by  steam  or  rail  with  either  Itoston  or  New 
York. 

The  Bay  Sliile  Steamboat  Company  in  coune  of 
time  passed  into  the  control  of  the  Boston,  Newport 
and  New  York  Steamboat  Company,  and,  thtt  Olil 
Colony  Railroad  Company  having  in  tho  mean  tima 
extended  their  road  from  Fall  River  to  Newport,  that 
city  (1864)  was  made  the  eastem  terminus  for  the 
boats  of  the  line.  Boon  came  another  change,  the 
steamers  becoming  tlie  property  of  the  Narraganaetc 
Steamship  Company,  then  under  the  control  of  Jamea 
Fiak,  Jr.,  and  Jay  Oould,  of  New  York,  and  the 
eastern  terminus  was  rc-esUblishod  (1869)  at  Fnll 
River. 

About  two  years  hilur  this  line  piUHod  into  tho  pon- 
session  of  the  Old  Colony  Steamboat  Oumpaiiy,  which 
was  controlled  by  ibo  CM  Colony  Rtiilniiid  Oom|>any, 
thus  forming  the  now  famous  "  Fall  River  Line,"  be- 
tween Boston  and  New  York,  Among  the  ulder  bottU 
operated  by  this  compnjiy  were  the  "Senator,"  the 
"Governor,"  the  "Katuhdin,"  and  the  "Stale  of 
Maine."  Tho  present  steamers  are  tha  "  Oid  Colony" 
and  "New|)ort"  for  winter  service,  and  the  jmUtial 
steamers  "Bristol"  and  "Providence"  for  summer 
travel.  A  new  palatial  steamer  hits  Just  been  added 
to  this  line,  bearing  the  appropriate  name  of  "  Pil- 
grim." This  is  one  of  the  finest  and  largest  steainom 
plying  on  the  Sound. 

The  present  ofiiccrs  of  tiic  company  are  as  follows; 
President, Charles  F.  Choute ;  Clerk,  Oeorge  Muraton  ; 
Treasurer,  John  M.  Washburn;  Diroctoiv,  Charles 
F.  Choate,  F.  B.  Huyos,  Uriel  Crocker,  Samuel  a 
Cobb,  Fred.  L.  Ames,  Samuel  L.  Crocker,  John  J. 
Russell,  John  8.  Broyton.T.  J.  Borden,  R.  W.  Turner, 
Qeorge  Marston,  William  J.  Rotuh,  and  Blisba  W. 
Willard. 

Clyile's  Philadelphia  and  Hev  England  Steam- 
ship Line— This  project  was  inaugnraliil  in  1870. 
when  a  line  of  Hl«uni  propellers  was  started  plying 
between  this  city  and  Philadelphia,  thus  opening  a 
new  and   direct    route    between    Pliilndelphitt  und 

Voteri  in  IB30.— In  the  yenn  of  1830  and  18S3, 
when  Full  River  was  a  village  of  three  tliouaund  in- 
hnUlants  or  thereabouts,  the  following- named  ciliacns 

were  legul  voters  in  the  town,  who  are  yet  residing 
here,  and  perhaps  others: 


MUb,  Boduliihui  II. 

ll«d«,H.tMB. 

ItarJun.  tH.c. 

norA.a,Tb<HM. 
B«.ni.Al«I,™. 

Ilri|llU»H.,a>ryI>. 
BrigK^  Zoi.l.,.ii].l,  1 

UoHea,  UMn. 

UuBlnluu,  UUi*i. 
OBUlu.JuhB. 

FALL  RIVBR. 


Ihh,  Iiuo. 
rnncli,  J,.l,  D. 
Fniwh.  Slii|ih<ii  L. 
Frr«tnTt,  ThomH. 
Mil,  Oil  w. 


Hull,  VI 


Rnd,  Wllllim  V. 
LInilKT,  Jncph  J. 
Snntnitl,  Will  lam. 
Smith,  ItBpi. 
Blnngc,  Wllllnn. 
Trrrj.  amRh. 
Trrrj,  Drtihliniii. 
Tripp,  NmI  a. 
VIckarj,  Oolsb  B. 
W(l«m.  Jgli  T. 


Ilfcw,  Srf  ucwr.  Wdrdull,  OharlH 

TI18  Aillowing-nBined  iwraons  theu  residents  ore 
now  livinfr  Diit'bf  the  city : 

Allan,  Janin  S.  I^nnri.  Pii>1fI. 

Cmt,  Paul.  Wtnclmlar,  John  P. 

Preneh,  Au  V.  Wocnl,  Laonmnl. 

Thin  lixt  docs  not  iudiide  thoso  citiKcns  of  Fall 
Blver  wlio  were  tlien  citfwn!.  of  Tiverton.  R.  I. 

The  Fire  of  1843.— TI.e  year  1843  marks  n  mem- 
oniblc  epKicli  in  tlie  history  of  Fnll  River.  On  the 
nftcrnooii  of  July  2(1  of  Ihnt  yciir  the  town  wns  vis- 
ited by  R  most  dcvastiitiiig  conllngDition,  which  in  a 
few  hours  kid  ntnrly  the  entire  village  in  ruins. 
Tlie  firo  originateJ  in  a  small  cnrj>entcr-shop  on 
Borden  Street,  near  Main,  wliich  when  discovered 
wns  envelni«Hl  in  flames,  and  liie  fiery  element 
wiin  nlrpiidy  Uircnt«iiiiig  mljacent  buildiii|^.  A  mo- 
ment tiKiro  the  surrounding  buildings  were  on  fire, 
and  Iho  sLriini;  wind  blowing  from  the  south  wim 
burling  the  crackling  flNmen  and  burning  ciudera 
into  the  very  heart  of  the  village.  The  flames 
len|ied  from  building  to  building  with  such  aninr.- 
ing  rajiidity  that  all  Bttcm)iL<(  of  the  band-enginefi 
and  "biicltct  brigade"  to  subdue  them  were  unavail- 
ing, and  for  seven  hours  thp  iire  raged  and  was  only 
cheeked  when  the  wind  suddenly  changed  ond  blew 
in  MI  opposite  direction.  Twenty  acres  were  burned 
over  in  the  heart  of  the  village,  extending  from 
Borden  Street  on  the  south  to  Franklin  on  llie  north, 
embracing  the  following  property: 

Hambfr  of  holMlngi  lnimad,  not  Inclndlrii;  Iha  iniiilLir  onra IK 


■i..„?r:-~ 

Oli<irclHa(lltl)<MlMaidairl»i'i<i  <  >'>.  - 

HaiUr-l-Mury 

Mnrf.au'liiH 

Omcarj  anil  pniTl.lo 

.««L.;. ,..:.,:...   ..■,:;:;^«i 

llo.ll.  awl  iliuHtDm 

d«ln>ic<l   . 

■'           '■                                       

jFvalnni' 

llonin-nialirn'    " 
ainta-aiiil  Ilnmrci-il 
Unua-(.>«i»l>in 
BlaFliainJtlii'  ■tiflpi 

nl*  II            . 

tmornialiao'  ilioia 
l1ana-n<alier'>lhDp 

S»ai>-lH)llsT'i  ibfip 


HlafE#.oinca 
I>rlri|jn(-i>a 
Lax;  an' 
PhjilcliM' 


Tha  nunibor  nt  radilllis  naliilnl  Within  ttia  bnnil  dlitriel  at  Iha 

UnH>  of  lb*  Bra  >ai „ „ __ „_ „    31» 

rmoni  iMilDnBiiig  to  thnaa  ltaBlHi«„_._-.... „_....___-„ 1134 

Panoni  In  uldlllon,  eBi)ilo;ail  or  Mn|  bgriNMi  la  Iba  Innt  dla- 
IricL  bni  llTlug  out,  alnnl -_-_..._ »,_,.„...    MO 

Custom-Houf  e.— The  district  of  Pall  Hiver— em- 
bracing, besides  this  town,  the  other  towns  adjacent  to 
Taunton  River — up  to  April  1,  1837,  was  called  the 
District  of  Dighton,  with  Dighton  ss  the  port  of  , 
entry.  In  1834  the  custom-house  was  removed  to 
Fall  River,  and  the  name  of  the  district  changed  to 
Fall  Rivrr. 

In  1840  there  wore  belonging  to  thia  district  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  registered,  enrolled,  and  li- 
censed vensels,  and  the  tonnage  was  eight  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nine. 

The  following  is  a  Hat  of  coUcctorn  :  llodijah  Hay- 
lies,  1789-1809;  Nathaniel  Williams,  1809-23;  Her- 
cules Cuahman,  1823-25;  Seth  Wiliiaros,  182.'i-29; 
William  Wood,  1829-33;  HoraUo  Pratt,  1833-34; 
V.  W.  Leland,  1834r42;  Charles  J.  Holmes,  1842 
-45  (deputy  collector,  J.  E.  Read)  ;  8.  W.  Leland, 
184fl-4!t  (deputy  collector,  Jonathan  Slade) ;  Samuel 
L.  Thantcr,  1849-63  (deputy  collector,  Benjamin 
Earl) ;  S,  W.  Leland,  1S63-6I  (deputy  collector,  Jon- 
athan Slade) ;  Charles  Almy,  1861-65  (deputy  col- 
lector, Samuel  R.  Buliinton);  James  Brady,  Jr.,  18G5 
-83  (deputy  collectors,  Samuel  R.  Buffiuton,  Isaac 
Borden,  Edward  T.  Marvell). 

The  customs-ofGce  was  in  several  differenl  places 
after  ita  removal  to  Fall  River,  always  in  rented 
rooms,  until  June  29,  1881.  it  was  removed  to  the 
new  government  building,  temporarily  occupying  the 
southeast  room  of  the  second  story,  The  building 
not  being  completed  made  very  unconifortiiblo  work 
for  several  months,  or  until  the  office  was  removed  to 
the  north  rooms,  which  were  assigned  aa  those  for  the 

At  the  time  of  the  great  tire  of  1843  all  pHjier^  pre- 
vious to  1S34  were  burned.  The  books  were  mostly 
saved,  dating  back  to  1789. 

Gastom-HonBe   and   Post-Offloe  Building, —  la 

1873   Congress  appropriated  t200,000  for  the  erect- 
ing of  a  custom -ho  use  Mid  post-oiHce  building  in  this 
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city,  the  approprlatiOD  being  limiW  to  this  amount. 
In  1870  the  limitation  tvus  repealed,  and  an  additional 
sum  of  $40,000  appropriated.  In  1S7G,  125,000  was 
appropriated;  in  1877,  $20,000;  in  187S,  {70,000 ;  in 
1879,186,000;  in  1880,  |i50,000 ;  and  in  1881.  $28,000, 
making  a  total  appropriation  of  $518,000,  of  which 
$132,856.05  WHS  expended  for  the  purchase  of  land. 
The  building  wan  designed  and  the  [ilans  conipleteil 
ill  1875  by  Mr.  William  A.  Potter,  BUperviging  ari 
tect,  [o  whose  profeMional  ability  it  is  uertainly  very 
creditable.  The  building  was  begun  in  8eplembcr, 
1875,  and  was  occupied  by  the  custom -house  in  Jun 
1880,  and  by  the  past-ofiice  u  few  months  later. 

The  government  structure  has  a  frontage  on  Bei 
fordStreetof  one  hundred  and  twenty-live  feet,  and  l 
Second  Street  of  oiglity-fuur  feet.     It  is  throe  stories 
elevation,  with  a  sleep,  bigh  roof,  the  total  height 
from  street  curb  to  line  of  roof  being  ninety-two  feet. 
At  the  two  flanks,  and  facing  on  Bedford  Street,  are 
circular  pavilions,  which  project  from  the  body  of  the 
building,  and  between  these,  on  the  ground-floor,  are 
the  entrances  to  the  posC-ofBce,  through  Ave  bri 
archways.     The  main  features  here  are  the  large 
,  monoliths  of  polished  red  granite,  each  in  one  block, 
five  feet  by  three  feet  six  inches,  finished  by  elabor- 
ately-carved capitals  of  gray  granite.     A  noticeable 
amount  of  carved  work  of  a  high  order  is  displayed 
upon  the  Bedford  Street  front,  in   red  and  some 
gray  granite. 

On  the  Second  Street  frontage  the  entrance  to 
custom-house  is  the  prominent  feature  of  the  design. 
This  entrance-way,  with  its  orcliea,  polished  colun 
massive  buttresses,  corbels,  crockets,  copings,  etc 
a  masterpiece  of  architecture,  occupying  a  space 
Iwenty-nine  feet  in  breadth,  and  two  stories  in  height. 
The  main  body  of  the  building  is  gray  rock-faced 
ashlar,  laid  in  regular  cuursea.  Tbe  muUions  and 
leveala  of  the  windows,  tbe  interior  of  tbe  arcade 
entrances  to  tbe  post-oflice,  and  other  prominent 
points  are  of  gray  granite  finely  dressed.  The  band 
courses,  sills,  lintels,  cornices,  water-Lableo,  etc.,  are 
of  red  granite,  similarly  face- finished. 

The  entire  ground-floor  is  occupied  by  the  post- 
tifiice,  tlie  second  floor  by  the  custom -house,  while  the 
third  floor  can  be  used  for  tbe  United  Stales  cour 
whenever  required.    This  is  one  of  the  most  comple 
And   elegant  government  buildings  in    tbe  United 
States. 

The  City  Hall.— The  first  town-house  was  eatah- 
litthed  at  t^teep  Urook,  tbe  then  centre  of  business  in 
1805.  In  W25  a  new  town  housuwos  erected  on  land 
now  occupied  by  the  North  Cemetery.  In  1836  this 
building  was  removed  to  Town  Avenue,  and  occupied 
until  tbe  completion  of  the  new  town  ball  and  mar- 
ket building,  erected  after  tbe  great  fire  on  Main 
Street.  In  1845-46  the  ]>resent  City  Hall  building, 
built  of  Fall  River  granite,  was  erected  in  Market 
Square,  at  an  expense  of  sixty-five  thousand  dollars, 
including  lot,  foundation,  sidewalks,  furniture,  etc. 


It  was  considered  a  model  public  building  for  th« 
time,  solid  and  substantial  in  its  construction,  and 
judiciously  arranged  with  a  lock-up  or  town  prison  in 
the  basement,  a  market  on  the  first  fioor,  and  a  large 
town  hall,  will)  offices  in  frout,  ujron  the  second  floor. 
The  hall  was  one  of  the  best  in  the  SUte,  and  more 
commodious  even  than  the  fur-famed  Faneuil  Hall  of 
Ikiston.  With  the  growth  of  the  city,  however,  more 
office  accommodation  was  required,  and  in  1872-73 
the  building  was  entirely  remodeled  and  rebuilt,  with 
the  addition  of  a  mansard  roof,  tower,  clock,  bell, 
etc,  at  H  cost  uf  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

EdnoationaL— Tbe  first  church  edifice  in  ancient 
Freetown  was  erected  within  [be  present  limits  of 
Fall  River,  and  was  used  for  religious  purpikses  about 
ninety-eiglit  years.  Adjacent  to  this  church  adillcc, 
and  upon  the  same  lot  of  land,  stood  a  school-houiw 
where  the  children  of  former  generations  were  taught 
to  read,  write,  and  spell.  So  long  has  that  house  been 
gone  that  all  traditions  concerning  it  have  been  si- 
lenced, and  have  passed  from  the  minds  and  memo- 
ries of  men.  Secular  knowledge  and  divine  instruc- 
tion were  doubtless  for  a  time  imparled  under  the 
same  roof,  as  some  of  Freetown's  earliest  iniuisI«rH 
were  al^  employed  to  officiate  in  tlie  capacity  of 
town  school -master. 

Tbe  following  are  extracis  frani  tbe  town  rocords: 


Again  we  find  under  the  date  of  May  IS,  1718: 

"All  la^  UiWQ  niHlIni  tn  tneluwu,  V<il<il,'-To  hi  n|i  ■  mIhh 


Hathaway  was  not  only  a  wrestling  Jacob  but  u 
prevailing  Israel,  for  Ave  mouths  later  we  find  u{ion 
the  time-worn  record  was  cntere<), — 


111*  SIh  d«>,- 


ilawD,  Jul)  llllbdi 
-lowu,  Jillj  jr.  I«t 


iwllk  Wlllluu  0>l(r>  g 
-naBter  fur  Iht  laim  g 


•hjr  IT1M.— Iliau 


oltli  Vrui.Cwoillls 


To  carry  out  the  last  clause  of  that  vote  a  scbuol- 
jDuse  had  to  be  built  at  or  near  Steep  Brook.     In 
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1725,  William  Gaige  was  employed  to  keep  school 
one  year  for  thirty -two  pounds  and  board  himself. 

William  Caswell  served  as  school-master  for  the 
years  172G-28  for  thirty-eight  pounds  per  year,  and 
boarded  himself,  and  in  1729  his  wages  were  raised  to 
forty  pounds. 

July  10, 1727,  the  town  voted  to  build  two  school- 
houses,  one  of  which  should  be  eighteen  feet  long 
and  fourteen  feet  wide. 

In  1730,  William  Qaige  was  again  the  town's 
school-master  at  forty  pounds  per  year. 

In  1733  we  find  the  following  record  of  a  vote  passed 
November  2d  of  that  year : 

**  Voted,  the  mtm  of  60  pounds  to  Mr.  Isniel  nlcholt,  to  keep  lehoo]  In 
Mill  town,  Klwuyii  excepting  Sntiirdny  erory  week.** 
In  1738,*'  Voted  Mr.  Jamei  Witrd  06  pounda  to  keep  wboot  one  year. 

**  JosKPii  Rkkd,  Town  CUrkJ* 

In  173S  sold  two  school-houses  at  public  auc- 
tion, one  brought  five  dollars  and  the  other  two  dol- 
lars. 

Dec.  17,  1744,  James  Mead  was  dismissed  from 
serving  longer  as  school- master. 

Nov.  13,  1745,  the  town  made  choice  of  Shadrach 
Hathaway  to  keep  school  one  year,  and  he  to  board 
himself.     Ambrose  Barnaby,  town  clerk. 

Shadrach  Hathaway  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  Col- 
lege. His  gravestone  bears  the  following  inscrip- 
tion :  '*  In  memory  of  Shadrach  Hathaway,  M.A., 
died  December  ye  3d,  1749,  in  ye  33d  year  of  his 
age." 

Up  to  this  date,  all  that  was  done  about  schools  in 
Freetown,  that  part  now  Fall  River  received  about 
one-half  the  benefits  of,  as  it  constituted  about  one-half 
of  the  town.  East  or  New  Freetown  was  annexed  in 
1747,  an<l  then  Fall  River  was  considered  about  one- 
third  of  the  entire  township. 

A  school-house  standing  near  the  meeting-house* 


1  "In  the  pulpit  of  llmt  meetlng-lionm  in  what  had  lieen  the  centre  of 
Freetown,  now  Just  within  the  nioet  northerly  limili  of  Fall  Rlrer,  the 
gospel  waa  preached  for  nearly  a  centnry  by  the  foUowing  diTlnen,  ter- 
eral  remnlning  bat  a  Mhort  period,  ae  It  was  fonnd  to  be  an  exceedingly 
dimctilt  matter  to  *diRpen«e  tlie  goepel  to  the  town*B  exceptnnce,'  and 
taking  exceptions  to  anything  and,  in  fact,  to  almost  erery thing  that  a 
minister  could  do  or  say  seemed  to  be  the  darling  project  of  many  of  the 
people,  Inslrad  nf  accepting  or  snbmltting  to  anything  whatcTer.  Jar- 
gon  and  contention  was  the  rule,  peace  and  qniet  the  exception. 

"  The  patience  of  one  of  these  preachers  hsTlng  become  exhansted, 
tradition  assertu  that  he  wiUi  warmth  once  proclaimed  from  the  pulpit 
that  he  nerer  before  in  all  his  life  saw  such  a  set  of  heathen  and  sneh 
incorrigible  sinners,  when,  suddenly  recollecUng  some  others  of  the  same 
sort,  he  chocked  himself  with  the  words,  *God  forgive  me,  for  I  must 
and  will  except  Turetown,*  mennlng  Tiverton. 

"  One  priracher  who  had  failed  to  edify  In  the  morning  effort,  told  tlie 
audience  that  he  should  improve  upon  the  same  text  in  the  afternoon, 
when  one  of  his  hearers  blnrted  out, '  Well,  preach  from  It  again  In  the 
afternoon,  but  I  shall  not  come  to  listen  to  you,  and  the  man  In  the  next 
pew  says  he  won*t.* 

*'  The  laborers  In  this  stony  ground  of  this  vineyard  of  the  Lord  were 
as  follows  :• 

••  Rev.  William  Way,  from  Feb.  14, 1704,  to  January,  1707 ;  Bev.  Joseph 
Avery,  Mr.  Joseph  Halle,  Jonnthan  Dodson,  Rev.  Thomas  Craighead, 
Rev.  James  McSparrow,  Mr.  Israel  Nichols,  and  Bev.  Silas  Brett    Of 


was  in  the  town  records  of  1748  <;a]led  an  old  school- 
house,  and  a  vote  passed  to  supply  its  place  by  s 
new  school-house,  twenty-four  by  twenty.  The 
school-house  then  built  must  have  been  the  second 
that  stood  on  the  meeting-house  lot. 

These  extracts,  meagre  as  the  same  are,  famish 
nearly  all  that  can  now  possibly  be  learned  of  what 
was  done  for  the  education  of  children  in  Fall  Biver 
from  1704  to  1748. 

In  the  early  history  of  the  town  but  feeble  efforts 
were  put  forth  in  the  promotion  of  the  common 
schools.  As  the  population  of  the  town  increased, 
however,  much  praiseworthy  interest  seemed  to  be 
manifested,  and  in  1826  the  town  voted  to  raise  six 
hundred  dollars  for  the  support  of  the  common  schools, 
and  appointed  a  general  school  committee  to  examine 
teachers  and  superintend  the  school.  This  committee 
consisted  of  Joseph  Hathaway,  James  Ford,  Jason 
H.  Archer,  John  Lindsey,  and  William  B.  Canedy. 
In  the  following  year  the  amount  voted  was  more 
than  doubled,  being  twelve  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
dollars.  In  1840  the  committee  consisted  of  Bev. 
Grin  Finley,  Asa  Bronson,  James  Ford,  Eliab  Wil- 
liams, Joseph  F.  Lindsey,  Jonathan  S.  Thomson,  and 
George  M.  Bandall,  and  the  amount  voted  was  four 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  With  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  city  and  the  rapid  increase  in  population 
increased  educational  facilities  were  demanded,  and 
from  that  time  to  the  present  the  citizens  of  Fall 
Biver  have  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  educational 
matters,  and  their  public  schools  to-day  are  among 
the  best  in  the  commonwealth. 


....................... 


STATISnOAL. 

PopulaUon  of  Fall  River  May,  1881 

Number  of  children  in  the  city  between  6  and  16  yean  of  ag*, 

Blay  1,1881 ; 

Increase ..*....» MS 

Of  these  there  were  In  tlie  Borden  Grammar  School  Dls- 


40,M» 
lObtfa 


Iriot. 


Mnple  Street  School  District. 
Illgli        M         "  ••       . 

Davis       "         ••  "       . 

Morgan   «         "  •« 

Blade 


M 


«l 


13S7 

............................ ..............     oxs 

~ 1451 

« *. «  2217 

« 8735 

970 


Whole  number  of  dllTerent  pnplls  enrolled 

Average  numlMr  belonging 

Average  attendance 

Nnnilier  of  schooMiouses,  36;  sittings.. 

Number  of  pnplls  over  16  years  of  age «... 

Number  of  separate  schools  (high,  1;  grammar,  22;  intoma- 

dlate,  34 ;  primary,  63;  suburban,  9) 

Whole  number  of  teachers  employed  In  day  schools:  high,  8; 

grammar,  27;  Intermediate,  41;  primary,  70;  suburban,  9. 


10,262 

10,361 

6,968 

6,131 

8,266 


Total. 


Whole  number  employed  In  evening  schools,  36;  evening  draw- 
ing school,  6.    Total 

Numlier  of  male  teachers  employed  In  day  schools  (high,  6; 
grammar,  4) ~ « 

Number  of  female  teachers  employed  in  day  schools :  high,  2 ; 
erammar,  23;  Intermediate,  41;  primary,  70;  suburban,  9. 
ToUl 


129 

164 
41 
10 

164 


the  seventy*one  years  between  Feb.  14, 1704,  and  1776,  Bev.  Silas  Brett 
preached  about  twenty-eight  years. 

**  The  old  church  edifice,  the  first  efeoted  in  what  Is  now  Fall  Biver, 
was  demolished  In  or  alwut  1808.  It  was  a  very  modest-looking,  unpre- 
tending structure,  without  a  bell-tower  or  steeple,  and  Innooant  of  the 
adornments  of  paint. 

**  No  church-bell  was  used  in  town  during  the  ninety-elght  years  this 
old  church  stood,  nor  for  quite  a  number  of  yean  afterwarda.**— G«n.  B. 
W.  Pelrce. 


HI8T0BY  OF  BRISTOL  OODNTY,  MASSACHU8BTTS. 
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Wholi  nnmUr  of  pnplli  •nmll-l  In  priMurj  tAnda. _— 

_„.  M« 

BtPIOTiui  Souoou  (Knunt). 

Ml 

BciiooL  Census. — The  truBDt  offloen  on  the  fint 
day  of  May,  ISSl,  toak  the  census  of  the  school  chil- 
dren between  fivo  and  fiflucn  year*  of  nge,  with  the 
following  resulta.  Whole  number  in  the  city  10,252, 
which  is  489  more  than  for  the  previoua  year.  There 
were  on  that  day,  in  the  public  achools,  6897  cliildren 
between  tiie  ages  above  named,  being  469  in  exceas  of 
the  previous  year.  An  enrollment  of  852  waa  fonnd 
in  the  parochial  and  privale  hcIiooIs,  which  is  21  more 
than  WBH  found  the  year  before.  There  were  1420 
children  employed  in  the  mills  on  the  above  days 
against  1331  the  year  previous.  Of  those  children 
neither  at  worL  nor  in  the  schools,  1083  were  found, 
which  is  80  less  than  the  preceding  year. 

The  reaulu  obtained  are  tabulated  holow  for  conve- 
nience of  reference  and  comiurison  with  thone  of 
former  yeara, 

.     »   II.       I     n  ..  .  KotlBiliJ 

Oruonmr  '"  "'"';"•    '"^'V    At  Wiuk.  Bctiuit  nw       Totia. 

Dlilrlcti.  Bchoulu        Scliuuli.  ,,  worli. 

glide. na  n  na  im  mo 

MgrnD  BlrHL...  £370  tm  (T3  IBB  i,TJt 

Hl|b  SirMt. 1(108  HS  w«  m  l.*"' 

D.'li 1M9  BU6  3B0  182  11,»IT 

lUpl<  BtTMt- —    *U  S-i  10  38  (W2 

ui  n  m         -so  fss 

The  number  of  children  between  five  and  eight 
yeara  of  age  was  found  lo  be  3363,  the  number  be- 
tween eight  and  fourteen,  5899;  and  the  number  over 
fourteen  but  less  than  fifteen,  990.    The  following 


tabular  statement  eahibile  the  facCa  it 
diflerent  grammar-school  dislricts: 


The  present  school  committee  ii  as  follows :  Lnuisft  1 
a.  Aldrich,  January,  1883;  Harriet  T.  Healy.  Jai 
uary,  1833;  l«antino  Lincoln,  January,  1883;  WiU  1 
liam  O.  Itennett,  January,  1S84;  Marcus  O,  It.  Swift,  I 
January,  1884;  John  A.  Tourtellot,  January,  1884;  ] 
Thomas  L.  IlamKbottom,  January,  1865;  A.  M.  Jacic-  1 
son,  January,  1885;  E.  W.  Hunt,  January,  1886.  J 
Williiini  C'unnell,  superintendent  of  scliooU.  A.  U. 
Jackson,  cliairman  ;  William  Conncll,  secretary. 

The    MuNiFiCBHT    Out    oi'    Mui*.    Wary    H. 
YoiTNo  to  the  city  of  Fall  River  for  the  ]iur(MMe«  1 
of  a  high  school  is  best  explained  by  the  follow 


■■air,— 1 


«  Hiiok  or  Till  OiTi  01 


"'Tl»und«nil|iinl  uikmlha  tullawln||inqiiBiUaD: 

"At  luoD  ••  III*  |>ro|i*[  )iliH»  cuH  be  fivfAiul,  nh*  will  WMI 

Ubuliuisr  VarCwiiHi  IJiii  M  IkHiiirlwJ  uii  tbo  iiurlli  bjr  lnwut  Mtmi,  mt    | 
l>>  llUli  Blrwil,  •••uLli  bjr  Cliorrr  Mn»l,Bn<l  ooat  Ut  Uwk  tUntl  (wti 
liil  cDblBliHi  aUrtil  two  liupdnd  ud  firttjr  AjoHro  rnb  or  Uwl),  •  iKll^ 
iii(  lulbU*  rur  Uia  iHirpaHa  at  ■  lil|li  •olwol,  and  Hinn  lU  Ooivlollos,   j 
will  cuuitj  ilw  HD»  will.  Iha  lol  U  lli>  0)1}  al  AiH  klMr. 

iJi*  bnuoliH  of  tludy  llliuUaM  Ij  iIid  uh  uI  hIJ  ■|.)wn>(>ii>. 

"'Bliamxhw  IJili  pniiwilUuD  Bpuii  Iba  coodlUuu  llial  Ilia  iwli 
•ud  conllnUAQU  ut  lh>  tHGl.sn  br  uU  blth  kI>wI,  aad  tl»  th 
D»uU  oounnclad  wlih  11,  •lull  La  iuI.Jhi  lo  llii  i|i|Hvtal  uT  cartali 
KiDi  w  Im  iiaotd  L;  bar  In  aidd  dwd  ut  ilfl,  lud  ilitlr  ■ncarwn. 
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**  Ordtrtd^  That  the  propofflUon  of  Mra.  Marj  B.  Toang  to  eraet  luid 
oonr^y  to  the  city  of  Fall  Hirer,  In  memory  of  her  ion,  Dnidrord  Mat- 
thew (Tlialonrr  Ptirfee,  a  hnlhHnK  for  the  niwi  anil  piirpnace  of  a  lilgli 
■chtMil,  M  contained  In  the  written  proiNMal  submitted  l»y  her,  bearing 
date  Feb.  5,  a.d.  1889,  be  and  the  Mune  Is  hereby  aocepted,  and  a  form  of 
deed  substantially  lllce  that  annexed  hereto  Is  hereby  approred  and 
adopted,  and  the  mayor  is  anthorlied  to  petition  the  Ijeglslatnre  for  the 
passage  of  snch  act  or  acts  as  may  be  necessary,  if  any,  to  make  ralld 
the  contrmplated  action. 

**  i?«»}lr«(f.  That  In  Its  acceptance  of  the  munificent  offer  of  Mrs.  Mary 
B.  Yonng,  to  give  a  lot  of  land,  nnsarpassed  In  location  for  the  purpose, 
to  build  thereon,  equip,  endow,  and  present  to  the  city  of  Fall  Rlrer  a 
high  school  edifice  In  memory  of  her  son,  Bradford  Matthew  CSialoner 
Durfee,  and  for  the  adraneed  education  of  the  youth  of  the  city  of  Fiill 
RiTer,  the  City  Council  desire  to  express  and  place  on  record  its  grateful 
acknowledgment  of  the  gift  and  the  spirit  which  prompts  it.  Ooming 
at  a  time  when  the  snl](|ect  of  a  new  high  school  building,  after  repeated 
delays,  had  forced  Its  Importance  upon  the  attention  and  carefhl  consld" 
eratlon  of  the  city  gorernment  for  Immediate  action,  this  noble  and 
generous  proposition  to  honor  the  memory  of  a  belored  and  only  son  in 
such  a  form  as  to  adorn  the  city  and  benefit  its  inhabitants,  and  by  an 
expenditure  so  far  in  adrance  of  what  prudence,  on  our  part,  would  dic- 
tate as  Judicious  for  the  city  to  make  with  due  regard  to  other  wants 
and  nevessltlea,  excites  our  warm  appreciation,  and  relloTes  us  by  its 
happy  solution  of  a  most  Important  and  trying  question. 

'*  JZcsolved,  That  these  reeolntlons  be  spread  upon  the  records  of  both 
branehee  of  the  City  Council,  and  a  copy  theieof  be  forwarded  to  Mrs. 
Mary  B.  Toung,  signed  by  his  honor  the  mayor,  the  president  of  tlie 
council,  and  duly  certified  liy  the  respectlre  recording  offlcere  thereof.** 

The  following  is  the  form  of  the  deed : 

*'  Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Mary  B.  Toung,  of  Fall 
RiTer,  In  the  Stato  of  Mniwachusetts,  in  consideration  of  one  dollar  to 
me  paid  by  the  city  of  Full  Kirer,  a  ninnlcl|inl  cor]ioration  situate  In 
snld  State,  do  hereby  give,  grant,  bargttln,sell,  and  convey  unto  the  said 
city  of  Fall  Rlror,  a  certain  lot  of  land,  with  all  the  buildings  and  <m- 
protenients  theroon,  situate  in  said  Fall  River,  and  bounded  on  the  west 
by  Rock  Street,  on  the  north  by  Locust  Street,  on  the  east  by  High 
Street,  and  on  the  south  by  Cherry  Street,  and  containing  two  hundred 
and  forty  square  rods  of  land,  more  or  less. 

**To  have  and  to  bold  the  same  for  Uie  uses  and  purposes  of  a  high 
school,  in  memory  of  my  son,  Bradford  Matthew  Chaloner  Durfee,  to 
the  said  city  of  Fall  River,  Its  succeseors  and  assigns,  with  all  the  privi- 
leges and  appurtenances  thereto  t>elonging,  to  its  and  their  use  and  be- 
hoof forever  as  aforesaid. 

**  Provided  that,  and  this  conveyance  Is  made  u|ien  tlio  express  con- 
dition thnt  the  selection,  employment,  and  oontlnnanco  by  the  school 
committee  of  Fall  River,  or  snch  other  body,  or  person  or  persons  as  are 
or  may  be  charged  with  tliat  duty,  of  ttie  teachers  for  and  in  said  high 
school  and  the  departments  connected  therewith,  shall  be  subject  to  tlie 

written  approval  of ,  and  of  snch  persons  as,  in  case  of  the  non- 

arceptanee,  dIsaMlity,  death,  removal,  or  resignation  of  any  of  them  or 
of  their  snccei«ors,sliall  lie  chosen  by  a  majority  of  those  then  remain- 
ing and  acting  to  fill  the  vacancy  or  vacancies  caused  by  such  death, 
non-acceptance,  removal,  resignation,  or  disability ;  and  in  case  any 
teacher  or  teachers  shall  bo  selected,  employed,  or  continued  In  said 
school,  or  any  of  the  de|iartments  connected  therewith,  without  such 
written  approval,  then  said  promlMes,  and  tlie  buildings  and  Improve- 
ments there<tn  slmll  revert  to  the  grantor,  her  heirs  and  executors,  ad- 
ministrators and  assigns,  and  she  and  they  may  enter  and  repossess  them- 
selves thereof. 

"  And  I  do  hereby,  for  myself  and  my  heirs,  executora,  and  adminis- 
trators, covenant  witli  tlie  grantee,  Its  successors  and  assigns,  that  I  am 
lawfully  seixe«l  in  fee-simple  of  the  granted  premises,  that  they  are  free 
from  all  Incumlirnnces,  except  the  c«>ndition  aforesaid,  that  I  have  good 
right  to  sell  and  convey  Iho  same  as  aforesaid,  and  that  I  will  and  my 
heirs,  executors,  and  administrators  shall  warrant  and  defend  the  same 
to  the  said  grantee,  its  successors  and  assigns  agiilnst  the  lawful  clnlms 
and  demands  of  all  persons,  except  those  arising  from  a  breach  of  tiie 
'  condition  aforessid. 

"In  witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  have  hereto  set 

hand  and  seal  this day  of  '  a.d.  eighteen  hundred  and 

eighty 

"  Signed  sealed  end  delivered  ) 
in  presence  of  i 

*'  Bristoi.,  FS.  CoMMoifwxALTn  or  MAMAcnusnira. 

**Then  personally  appeared,  etc.** 


**  In  Boabd  or  ALDiBMnr,  7eb.  9, 1888. 

**  Report  acc^ited,  reeommeiidatloiMi  order,  and  rsnlatioiM  adoptod. 

"  Bent  for  eoneurrenca. 

"GiOMB  A.  Ballaed,  out  drrft. 


**  Concurred  in. 


In  OoMMOR  Cotmon,  7fb.  0, 1888. 
**  Asnum  AimoiiT,  OUrikV 


THE  8KELXT0N  IN  ABM0R.1 

**  Speak  1  speak  1  thoo  fbarful  guest  I 
Wlio,  with  thy  hollow  breast 
Still  in  rode  armor  drsat, 

Comest  to  daunt  me  I 
WnMiit  not  In  Sastem  balms, 
But  with  thy  fleahless  palms 
Stretched  as  If  asking  alms,    • 
Why  dost  thou  haunt  me?** 

When  Lfongfellow  wrote  "  The  Skeleton  in  Armor," 
he  commemorated  forever  the  carious  and  mysterious 
remains  that  were  found  in  Fall  River  in  the  year 
1832,  and  destroyed  in  the  great  fire  of  1848.  Few 
persons  of  general  reading  are  entirely  unacquainted 
with  the  conjectures  of  antiquarian  and  archseological 
societies  in  relation  to  the  origin  of  this  skeleton. 
The  Society  of  Northern  Antiquaries  of  Copenhagen, 
Denmark,  which,  a  few  years  afler  the  finding  of  the 
skeleton,  had  the  subject  under  consideration,  raised 
the  query  whether  it  might  not  have  been  the  remains 
of  one  of  the  Northmen,  who  are  now  very  generally 
supposed  to  have  visited  our  coast,  and  to  have  spent 
a  winter  here,  or  near  here,  about  the  eight  or  ninth 
century.  Probably  the  best  account  now  extant  of  the 
finding  of  the  skeleton,  and  a  description  of  its  ap- 
pearance at  the  time,  was  written  by  the  late  Dr. 
Phineas  W.  Leland  in  the  records  of  the  old  Fall 
River  Athenaeum  soon  afler  the  fire  of  1848,  and  is  as 
follows: 

"  Among  the  curiosities  of  peculiar  interest  (in  the 
cabinets  of  the  Fall  River  Athenaeum)  was  the  entire 
skeleton  of  a  man,  about  which  antiquarians  in  the 
old  as  well  as  the  new  world  had  speculated  much. 
The  skeleton  was  found  in  the  year  1882  in  a  sand-  or 
gravel-bank  a  little  east  of  the  Unitarian  meeting- 
house' by  some  persons  while  digging  away  and  re> 
moving  a  portion  of  the  bank.  The  skeleton  was 
found  near  the  surface  in  a  sitting  posture,  the  leg- 
bones  doubled  upon  the  thigh-bones,  and  the  thighs 
brought  up  nearly  parallel  with  the  body.  It  was 
quite  perfect,  and  stobd  remarkably  well  the  test  of 
exposure.  Covering  the  sternum  was  a  triangular 
plate  of  brass  somewhat  corroded  by  time,  and  around 
the  body  was  a  broad  belt  made  of  small  brass  tubes 
four  or  five  inches  in  length  about  the  size  of  a  pipe- 
stem  placed  parallel  and  close  to  each  other.  Arrow- 
heads made  of  copper  or  brass  were  also  found  in  the 
grave  with  the  skeleton.  That  these  were  the  remains 
of  an  Indian  seemed  to  be  very  generally  conceded ; 
the  configuration  of  the  skull,  the  position  in  which 
the  skeleton  was  found,  and  the  additional  fact  that 


>  Contributed  by  George  W.  Rankin. 

*  On  or  very  near  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  gas-works,  corner  of 
Hartwell  and  llfUi  Streets. 
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parts  of  other  skeletons  were  found  near  the  aame 
place  renderH  it  nearly  oertfiin  that  thtwe  were  Ihc 
bones  of  an  Indian.  Whose  frame  it  was  will  not 
likely  ever  be  poriuitted  us  to  know.  Whether  it  be- 
longed to  some  chief  still  celebrated  in  song  and 
story,  or  to  an  obscure  child  of  the  forest,  whose 
bones  and  deeds  slept  iu  the  same  undistinguished 
grave,  we  have  no  means  of  knowing.  Tradition  and 
history  are  alike  silent  when  interrogated.  We  would 
fain  believe  that  these  were  the  remains  of  soma  noble 
old  chief,  once  master  of  the  lieiiutiful  and  rich  vnlley 
through  which  tbe  dark  waters  of  the  Titicut  (Indian 
name  ofTaunton  River)  still  roll.  Wewould  believe 
Eo,  for  we  love  to  think  tliat  humanity  once  warmed 
the  heart  of  him  whose  bones  have  excited  so  much 
our  wonder  and  curiosity.  Whoever  he  was,  peace 
be  to  his  ashes." 

In  the  American  Monthly  Slagannt  for  January, 
1836,  is  a  short  article  on  the  skeleton,  then  iu 
tbe  Fall  River  Atheoceum,  portions  of  which  we 
shall  extract,  not  because  the  description  is  faultless, 
but  because  it  is  the  account  of  one  J.  Stark  who  ex- 
amined tbe  remains  for  the  purpose  of  describing 
them  to  the  public.  With  Mr.  Stark's  speculations 
accompanying  hia  description  we  have  little  concern. 
More  facts  and  greater  reflection  would  probably  have 
led  him  to  very  different'  conclusions.  He  describes 
the  niceleton  as  "tbe  remains  of  a  human  body, 
armed  with  a  breastplate,  a  species  of  mail  and  ar- 
rows of  brass,  wbich  remains  he  supposes  to  have 
belonged  eitlier  to  one  of  the  race  who  inhabited  this 
country  for  a  time  anterior  lo  the  so-called  aborigines, 
and  afterwards  settled  in  Mexico  or  Quatemala,  or  to 
one  of  the  crew  of  some  Phatnician  vessel  that,  blown 
out  of  her  course,  thus  discovered  the  Western  world 
long  before  the  Christian  era. 

"These  remains  were  found  in  the  town  of  Fall 
River,  in  Bristol  Coonty,  MaM.,  about  eighteen 
months  since.  In  digging  down  a  bill  near  the  viN 
lage,  a  large  lawm  of  earth  slid  ofl*,  leaving  in  the 
bank  and  partially  uncovered  a  human  skull,  wbich, 
on  examination,  was  found  to  belong  to  a  body  buried 
in  a  sitting  posture,  the  liead  being  about  one  foot 
below  what  iiad  been  for  many  years  the  surface  of 
the  ground.  The  surrounding  earth  was  carefully  re- 
moved and  the  body  found  to  ba  enwrapped  in  u  cov- 
ering of  coarse  bark  of  a  dark  color.  Within  this 
envelope  were  found  the  remains  of  another  of  coarse 
cloth,  made  of  tine  bark  and  about  the  texture  of  a 
Manilla  coffee-bag.  On  the  breast  was  n  plate  of 
brass,  thirteen  inches  long,  six  broad  at  the  upper 
end  and  five  at  the  lower.  This  plate  appenra  to  have 
been  cast,  and  ia  from  one-eighth  to  three  thirty-sec- 
onds of  an  inch  in  thickness.  It  issomuch  corroded 
that  whether  or  not  anything  was  ever  engraved  upon 
it  has  not  yet  been  ascertained.  It  is  oval  in  form, 
tbe  edges  being  irregular,  apparently  made  so  by 


"Below  the  breastplate,  and  entirely  encircling 


the  body,  was  a  belt  composed  of  brass  tubes,  each 
four  and  a  half  inches  in  length  and  three-six  teen  I  ha 
of  an  inch  iu  diameter,  arranged  longitudinally  and 
close  together,  the  length  of  the  tube  being  the  width 
of  the  belt.  The  tubes  are  of  thin  brats,  cast  upon 
hollow  reeds,  aud  were  fastened  together  by  pieces  of 
sinew.  Tbis  belt  was  so  placed  as  to  protect  the  lower 
parts  of  tlie  body  below  the  breastplate.  The  arrows  ' 
are  of  brass,  thin,  flat,  and  triangular  in  shape,  with 
a  round  hole  cut  through  near  the  base.  The  shaft 
was  fastened  to  the  head  by  inserting  the  latter  in  an 
opening  at  the  end  of  the  wood,  and  tlieu  tying  it 
with  a  dinew  through  tbe  round  hole,  a  mode  of  con- 
structing the  weapon  never  practiced  by  the  Indians, 
not  even  with  their  arrows  of  thin  shell.  Furls  of  tbe 
shaft  still  remain  attached  to  some  of  tbem.  Wbea 
first  discovered  the  arrows  were  in  a  sort  of  quiver  of' 
bark,  which  fell  in  pieces  when  exposed  to  the  air. 

"The  skull  is  much  decayed,  but  tbe  teeth  are  sound 
and  apparently  of  a  young  man.  The  pelvis  ia  much 
decayed  and  the  smaller  bones  of  the  lower  extrcm- 

"The  integuments  of  the  right  knee,  for  four  or 
five  inches  above  and  below,  are  in  good  preservation, 
apparently  tbe  sixe  aud  shape  of  life,  altliough  quite 
black. 

"  Considerable  Heah  is  still  preserved  on  the  hands 
and  arms,  but  more  on  the  shoulders  and  elbows. 
On  the  hack  under  the  belt,  and  for  two  Inches  aliove 
and  below,  the  skin  and  Hesh  are  in  good  preserva- 
tion, and  have  tbe  appearance  of  being  tanned.  Tbe 
chest  is  much  compressed,  but  the  upper  viscera  are 
probably  entire.  The  arms  are  bent  up,  not  crossed, 
so  that  the  hands  turned  inwarda  touch  the  abouldera. 
The  stature  is  about  five  and  a  half  feut.  Much  of 
the  exterior  envelope  was  decayed,  and  the  inner  an« 
appeared  ta  be  preserved  only  where  it  had  been  in 
contact  with  the  brass. 

"The  preservation  of  this  body  may  be  the  result 
of  some  embalming  process,  and  this  bypiithesis  is 
strengthened  by  tbe  fact  tliat  tbe  skin  has  the  appear- 
ance of  having  been  tanned,  or  it  may  be  the  acci- 
dental result  of  tbe  action  of  tbe  Halts  of  the  bruiia 
during  oxidation,  and  this  latter  hypollicois  is  sup- 
porled  by  the  fact  that  the  skin  and  llusb  have  boon 
preserved  only  where  they  have  been  iu  contact  with 
or  quite  near  tbe  brass,  or  we  may  account  for  the 
preaervation  of  tbe  whole  by  supposing  tbe  prtnence 
of  saltjietre  in  tbe  soil  at  the  time  of  the  deposil.  In 
either  way,  the  preservation  of  the  remains  in  fully 
accounted  for,  aud  upon  known  cbemical  principles. 

"That  the  body  was  not  one  of  tbe  Indians  we 
thinlc  needs  no  argument.  We  have  seen  some  of 
the  drawing!)  taken  from  the  sculptures  found  nt 
Palenijue,  and  in  those  the  figures  are  represented 
with  the  breastplates,  although  smaller  than  the 
plate  found  at  Fall  Itiver.  On  the  flgures  at  Palenque 
the  bracelets  and  anklets  seem  to  be  of  a  manufacture 
precisely  similar  to  the  belt  of  tubea  just  deacribod. 
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"  If  the  body  found  at  Fall  River  be  one  of  the 
Asiatic  race,  who  transiently  settled  in  Central 
America,  and  afterwards  went  to  Mexico  and  founded 
those  cities,  in  exploring  the  ruins  of  which  such  as- 
tonishing discoveries  have  recently  been  made,  then 
we  may  well  suppose  also  that  it  is  one  of  the  race 
whose  exploits  have,  although  without  a  date  and 
almost  without  a  certain  name,  been  immortalized 
by  Homer.  Of  the  great  race  who  founded  cities 
and  empires  in  their  eastward  march,  and  are  finally 
lost  in  South  America,  the  Romans  scorn  to  have  had 
a  glimmering  tradition  in  the  story  of  Evander. 

"  But  we  rather  incline  to  the  belief  that  the  re- 
mains found  at  Fall  River  belonged  to  the  crew  of  a 
PhrRuician  vessel.  The  spot  where  they  were  found 
is  on  the  sea-coast,  and  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood of  Dighton  Rock,  famed  for  its  hieroglyphic  in- 
scriptions, of  which  no  sufficient  explanation  has  yet 
been  given,  and  near  which  rock  brazen  vessels  have 
been  found.  If  this  latter  hypothesis  be  adopted,  a 
part  of  it  is  that  these  mariners,  the  unwilling  and 
unfortunate  discoverers  of  a  new  world,  lived  some 
time  afler  they  landed,  and  having  written  their 
names,  perhaps  their  epitaphs,  upon  the  rock  at 
Dighton,  died,  and  were  buried  by  the  natives." 

Water-Works.  —  "The  system  of  public  water- 
works, regarded  by  engineers  as  one  of  the  most  per- 
fect, both  in  design  and  construction,  in  the  Union, 
is  justly  a  constant  cause  of  self-congratulation  to  the 
residents  of  Fall  River.  The  natural  resources  of  the 
district  in  which  the  city  has  grown  up,  almost  unique 
in  the  wealth  and  purity  of  their  treasure,  hardly 
need  be  suggested  to  the  reader  who  has  formed  his 
own  conception  of  the  eastern  plateau,  extending 
parallel  with  the  community  of  mills  and  residences, 
and  bearing  in  its  bosom  the  long  chain  of  spring-fed 
lakes.  Farther  on  will  be  given  a  comparative  view 
ofthe  enormous  volume  of  water  which  this  unequaled 
natural  reservoir  contains.  The  value  of  Watuppa 
to  the  city,  regarded  simply  as  an  element  in  its  in- 
dustrial progress,  is  very  great,  but  when  its  more 
recent  service,  as  a  sure  and  powerful  antagonist  of 
fire,  and  a  never-failing  purveyor  of  health,  cleanli- 
ness, and  comfort  in  every  household  is  considered, 
its  worth  is  really  beyond  our  powers  of  estimate. 

"  Fall  River  is  fortunate  in  the  possession  of  a  beau- 
tiful lake  of  fresh  water  within  two  miles  of  the  centre 
ofthe  city,  whose  purity  is  unsurpassed  by  any  other 
public  water-supply  equally  extensive  and  so  easily 
attainable. 

"  Watuppa  Lake,  the  source  of  supply  for  the 
water-works,  and  also  for  eight  mills  that  run  by 
water-power  on  the  lower  part  of  Quequechan  River, 
— the  outlet  of  the  lake, — is  seven  and  two-thirds 
miles  in  length,  with  an  average  width  of  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile.  It  is  fed  principally  by 
springs  and  small  streams,  which  collect  the  water 
from  the  surrounding  hills.  The  drainage  area  is 
sparsely  settled,  and  covered  principally  by  a  young 


growth  of  oak,  interspersed  with  pine  and  chestnut, 
and  the  soil  is  exceedingly  favorable  for  the  collec- 
tion of  a  pure  and  abundant  water  supply,  being 
composed  principally  of  sand,  gravel,  and  gravelly 
loam,  interspersed  with  numerous  bowlders,  and  rest- 
ing generally  on  a  solid  stratum  of  granite  rock. 

"  The  whole  area  included  by  the  water-shed  con- 
tains about  20,000  acres,  or  81.25  square  miles,  and  is 
capable  of  furnishing  a  daily  supply  equal  to  half 
the  amount  of  water  used  by  the  city  of  Paris,  or 
about  double  the  quantity  used  by  the  city  of  Boston. 

''  In  fact,  the  lake  is  capable  of  furnishing  a  daily 
supply  of  about  85,000,000  gallons,  and  of  this  the 
water-works  took  less  than  1,000,000  gallons  per  day 
during  the  year  1875,  and  about  1,500,000  gallons  per 
day  during  the  excessively  dry  season  in  the  summer 
of  1876.  The  daily  average  for  the  year  1876  will 
undoubtedly  be  less  than  one  and  a  quarter  millions. 

"  According  to  the  analysis  made  by  Professor  John 
H.  Appleton  in  1870,  the  water  of  Watuppa  Lake  is 
remarkably  pure,  there  being  but  1.80  grains  of  solid 
matter  per  gallon. 

"In  the  spring  of  1871  the  first  board  of  water 
commissioners  was  appointed  by  the  City  Council, 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  work  was  begun 
upon  a  road  which  it  was  necessary  to  construct  for  a 
distance  of  nearly  a  mile  and  a  half  to  give  access  to 
the  place  selected  for  a  pumping-station. 

"During  the  year  1872  the  foundations  of  the 
engine-house,  boiler-house,  and  coal-house  were  built, 
and  the  superstructure  was  completed  the  following 
year,  being  constructed  of  granite  quarried  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood,  on  the  lot  bought  by  the 
city  for  the  pumping-station  and  reservoir." 

COST  or  MAINTENANCK  AND  BKYENUB  FOB  1882. 


Interest  on  bonds 

Rnglneciing  do|«irtinent 

Water  bonM  and  water  registrar's  de- 
partment  

General  repairs  and  incidentals 

Cost  of  pum|4ng : 

Attendance » 

Repairs 

Fnel  purchased 

Oil,  waste,  and  articles  for  engine* 
house ~ 


Total  cost  of  maintenance  for  1882. 

Kerenne  from  water  i 

Excess  of  maintenance  oTer  revenue*.. 
Management  and  repairs  (without  In 

torent  on  bonds) 

Excem  of  roTenue  oTer  management  and 

repairs 


|118,ft27.63 

116.301.06 

8,228.47 

10,662.53 

06,748.63 


Cost  per  1000  Gal- 
lons jumped. 
Cents. 


.1481 
.0037 

.0031 
.0067 

.0061 

.0080 

.0007 


.1773 
.1725 
.0048 

.0200 

.1433 


Total  number  of  gallons  pumped  In  1882, 068,242,286,  or  an  excess  oter 
last  jear  of  23  f  per  cent. 

Interest  account  Is  In  oxcens  of  last  year $1815.00 

Fuel  purchased  Is  In  excess  of  last  year 2006.30 

1  The  appmprlntlon  for  water  for  city  uses  was  $16,000*  less  this  year 
than  lust,  but  the  revenue  from  privato  Individuals  and  corporations  was 
$4713.65  more  than  last  year. 

*  For  the  above  reason  the  maintenance  account  shows  an  excess  over 
revenue. 
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The  first  engioeer  was  William  Rotch.  The  pres- 
ent engineer  ii  A.  U.  Martine;  W.  W.  Roberlaoii, 
wuter  registrar. 

From  that  time  to  the  present  the  improvement  ami 
enlargement  of  the  watcr-worlca  has  kept  abreast  with 
the  rapid  incrciuie  in  population,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  beat  syatema  in  the  State. 

The  totul  number  of  gallong  pumped  since  the  in- 
ception of  llie  waler-ivorks  is  8,928,770,440. 

The  Fire  Department  of  Fall  Itlver,  one  of  the 
most  ellicicnt  in  tlie  en mmon wealth,  haa  been  fur 
many  years  a  consjiieuous  tualure  of  muniuipnl  or- 
ganization. It  is  well  managed,  and  the  imrviciM  ul' 
the  officers  ttud  men  prompt  and  efficient.  It  ci 
of  five  steamers,  eight  hose-reels,  three  hook' 
ladder  trucks,  ami  one  supply-wagon,  and  t 
and  two  hose-reels  fully  equipped  hold  in  reserve. 
Tlio  present  chief  of  the  department  is  John  A.  Mac- 
farlane.  William  G.  Davol,  Jr.,  and  Holder  U.  Dur- 
fee,  have  alau  held  this  position.  Col.  Thomas  J. 
Borden  was  chief  several  terms,  and  his  active  in- 
terest in  the  department  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 

Oak  Orove  Cemetery. — This  burial-jdace  oecu- 
pies  an  elevated  location  in  the  northeasterly  aection 
of  the  city.  The  original  purchase  of  forty-seven 
acres  was  made  in  1S5(),  and  by  several  additional 


puruliasGS  now  embraces  eighty  acres.  The  original 
young  forest  was  retained,  and  on  three  sides  it  is 
quite  nearly  surrounded  by  a  high  stone  wall.  It  his 
cost  an  immense  amount  of  labor  to  clear  away  the 
rocks  and  flt  the  luud  for  a  buriul-pluce,  but  so  much 
has  been  done  that  there  are  now  seven  miles  of 
paths  and  avenues.  Up  to  ISGO,  or  fourteen  yearn 
from  the  beginning,  lit48  interments  had  taken  place, 
but  since  that  date,  and  for  the  second  fourteen  years, 
4108  have  been  added,  making  a  total  uf  Hidti,  In 
18C9  the  present  auperiutcndent,  Jonathan  K.  Mor- 
rill, Esq.,  came  into  office,  aud  during  liis  term  tlia 
cemetery  has  become  a  point  of  great  interest  both 
for  the  elegant  monuments  that  have  been  multiplied 
very  much  the  lost  lea  years,  and  the  floral  decora- 
liona  in  summer  and  autumn.  During  last  year  3S3 
interments  were  made,  of  which  29li  died  in  this  uity, 
and  6G  in  other  places,  or  wore  brought  from  other 
cemeteries.  Of  the  29ti  which  died  in  this  city  last 
year,  128  were  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

The  citizens  of  Full  River  manifest  a  just  pride  in 
Oak  Qrove  Cemetery,  which  is  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful burial-places  in  the  commonwealth, 

Tme  Nonni  Ckueriiuv,  upon  North  Main  road, 
ivoH  for  many  years  the  principal  burial-place  of  tlie 
city.  There  are  aUa  various  Roman  Uutholic  ceme- 
teries in  the  city.  The  lupcrinlendeiit  of  the  North 
Cemetery  is  Btephcn  White. 

OiTil  History,— Tho  town  of  Full  Ulvur'  was  unt 
oir  from  Freetown,  Feb.  Ull,  1803,  during  the  iidniia- 
istratiun  uf  Governor  Caleb  Hlrung,  May  8,  1804;  by 
a  vote  of  the  town  the  name  was  uhangod  to  Troy. 
Tradition  reports  that  this  action  was  induced  by  a 
prominent  citizen  who  had  recently  visited  Tray,  N.  Y., 
and  who  became  so  cuamorc<l  of  its  name  that  upon 
liis  return  he  induced  his  fallow -townsmen  to  give  up 
the  suggestive  and  appropriate  name  received  from 
the  red  man  and  assume  that  derived  from  the  ancient 
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and  mythical  Homeric  city.  The  act  changing  the 
name  was  passed  June  18, 1804. 

The  town  was  known  as  "Troy"  until  1888,  when 
at  a  town-meeting  held  on  the  18th  of  March  of  that 
year,  it  was  voted  "that  it  is  expedient  to  have  the 
name  of  the  town  of  Troy  altered  to  that  of  Fall 
River,"  and  "that  the  selectmen  be  directed  to  peti- 
tion the  Legislature  now  in  session  for  an  act  to  alter 
the  name  of  the  town  of  Troy  to  that  of  Fall  River." 
The  act  passed  Feb.  12, 1834. 

Incorporation  of  the  City.— Fall  River  was  in- 
corporated as  a  city  April  12,  1864,  and  the  first  city 
election  was  held  on  the  6th  of  the  following  month, 
when  the  following  officers  were  chosen:  Mayor, 
James  Buffinton  ;  Aldermen,  James  Henry,  Edward 
P.  Buffinton,  Oliver  H.  Hathaway,  Alvin  8.  Ballard, 
Edwin  Shaw,  Julius  P.  Champney ;  Common  Council, 
Robert  C.  Brown,  Henry  Wilbur,  Oliver  Grinnell, 
Chris.  W.  Tillinghast,  John  Mason,.  Jr.,  Smith  Wins- 
low,  William  Goodman,  Obadiah  Chace,  Gardner 
Groves,  Nathaniel  Bonney,  David  S.  Brigham,  Shef- 
field Brightman,  Peter  J.  Dennise,  Henry  Diman,  Jr., 
Howard  B.  Allen,  Wm.  M.  Almy,  Thomas  T.  Potter, 
Albert  Winslow. 

Organisation  of  the  First  City  Government,  May  15, 1854. 

At  A  icMion  of  the  major-  and  aldermen-elect  Blay  16, 1864,  previous 
to  tlie  adniiniMerlng  of  tlie  oath  of  office,  Uie  membeni  of  this  board 
and  board  of  Common  Oonncit  made  choice  of  AWan  8.  Dallard,  clerk 
j>ro  letn. 

Ordered,  Tliat  a  act  of  rnloa  and  orden,  preaented  by  Alderman  Shaw, 
be  adopted  by  thia  iMwrd  temporarily. 

roCrrI,  Tliat  a  committee  of  two,  conslitlng  of  Aldermen  Shaw  and 
Ifenry,  notify  the  Common  Coancil  that  tbie  board  li  now  ready  to  meet 
them  In  convention  for  each  bueineai  as  may  legally  oome  before  the 
City  Council. 

In  board  of  Common  Council,  concurred. 

A'ljournrd  to  City  Hall,  to  meet  In  conTontion. 

The  ofllcere  pretent  wore  then  marshaled  Into  the  City  Hall  by  Col. 
William  Sisson,  accompanied  by  the  selectmen,  where  a  large  number  of 
the  citlseus  were  In  attendance  to  witness  the  ceremonies,  and  to  hear 
the  Inaugural  address  of  Hnyor  Buffinton. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Clienter  W.  Greene,  chairman  of 
the  board  of  selectmen,  and  the  throne  of  grace  was  addressed  by  Ber. 
Benjamin  J.  Relyea. 

Tlie  names  of  the  city  officers-elect  were  called  by  the  clerk,  and  the 
oath  of  office  administered  by  James  Ford,  Bsq.,  Justice  of  the  peace. 

Clifster  W.  Greene  then  addressed  the  mayor  in  behalf  of  the  board 
of  selectmen. 

Mayor  Buffinton  then  dellrered  bis  inangural  addraas. 

After  which  the  boards  of  aldermen  and  Common  Oonneilmen  sepa- 
rated, each  going  to  their  respectlTe  rooms. 

The  may  ore  from  1854  to  1884  have  been  as  fol- 
lows: James  BufBnton,  1864-66;  Edward  P.  Buffin- 
ton, 1866, 18G0>66;  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  1867 ;  Josiah 
C.  Blaisdell,  1868-69;  George  O.  Fairbanks,  1867-68 ; 
Samuel  M.  Brown,  1869-72;  Robert  T.  Davis,  1873 ; 
James  F.  Davenport,  1874-77;  Crawford  E.  Lindsey, 
1878-79 ;  AVilliam  8.  Green,*  1880-81 ;  Robert  Henry,» 
1881 ;  Henry  K.  Bealey,  1882-83. 

The  following  members  of  Congress  were  residents 
of  Fall  River :  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  1837-40,  1848- 
44;  Rev.  Grin  Fowler,  1849-62;  James  Buffinton,* 

1  Resigned  Btnrch  28, 1881.  •  Elected  I'j  City  Conndi. 

*  Re-elected  for  1875-76,  bnt  died  before  the  opening  of  Congress. 


1856-66,  1859-64,  1871-74;  Robert  T.  Davis,  M.D., 
188M4. 

Fall  River  was  first  honored,  in  1838,  by  the  choice 
of  one  of  her  citizens  to  the  position  of  State  senator 
of  Massachusetts.  Since  that  date  she  has  had  the 
following  representative  in  this  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, viz. :  1838,  Hon.  John  Eddy ;  1840-42,  Dr. 
Foster  Hooper;  1843,  Dr.  Phineas  W.  Leland;  1845 
-47,  Hon.  Nathaniel  B.  Borden;  1848,  Rev.  Grin 
Fowler;  1864,  Col.  Richard  Borden;  1855-56,  Hon. 
Joseph  E.  Dawley  ;  1857,  Hon.  Jeremiah  S.  Young ; 
1869-61,  Dr.  Robert  T.  Davis ;  1865,  Hon.  Joelah  C. 
Blaisdell ;  1867-68,  Hon.  Samuel  Angler  Chace;  1869 
-70,  Hon.  John  B.  Hathaway ;  1871-74,  Hon.  Charles 
P.  Stickney ;  1877-78,  Hon.  Charles  J.  Holmes;  1879, 
Hon.  Weaver  Gsborn;  1880,  Hon.  Thomas  Webb; 
1881,  Hon.  Milton  Reed ;  1882,  Hon.  Andrew  J.  Jen- 
nings; 1883,  Hon.  John  W.  Cummings. 

Selectmen  and  Representatives.— The  following 
is  a  list  of  selectmen  from  1803  to  1864,  and  represen- 
tatives from  1803  to  present  time : 

1808. — TlioniM  Borden,  Benjamin  Ihirfee,  Bobert  Miller,  selectmen. 

1804.--8Amuel  Tliurston,  Benjamin  Dnrfee,  Bobert  Miller,  selectmen; 
Abrnham  Bowen,  representatlre. 

1806. — Nathan  Bowen,  Pardon  Bavol,  BlUah  Blossom,  Jr.,  selectmen ; 
Jonathan  Brownell,  repreaentatlTO. 

1806.~Jonathan  Brownell,  Abraham  Bowen,  Kl^ah  Blossom,  Jr.,  select- 
men ;  Jonathan  Brownell,  rrpresentaUre. 

1807. — Jonathan  Brownell,  El^ah  Blossom,  Stephen  Leonard,  select* 
men ;  Abraham  Bowen,  representaUre. 

1808.— Nathan  Bowen,  Ilenry  Brightautn,  David  WUaon,  selectmen; 
Abraham  Bowen,  represAntatlTe. 

1809— Patid  Wilson,  William  Bead,  Jr.,  Charles  Dnrlise,  selectmen ; 
Roliert  Miller,  repreeentaUve. 

1810.— Dnvld  Wilson,  William  Bead,  Jr.,  Charles  DnrflM.  selectmen ; 
Bobert  Miller,  representatlre. 

1811.— Darld  Wilson,  William  Bead,  Jr.,  BeiOamIn  Bennett  (Sd),  select- 
men ;  Boltert  Miller,  representatlTe. 

1812.— Ileseklah  Wilson,  William  B.  Oanedy,  William  Borden,  select- 
men ;  Bobert  Miller,  representatlTe. 

1813.— William  B.  Oanedy,  William  Borden,  Isaac  Winslow,  selectmen ; 
Boliert  Miller,  representatlTe. 

1814.— William  Borden,  Benjamin  W.  Brown,  8.  Hathaway,  selectmen ; 
Joeeph  K.  Bead,  representatlTe. 

1816.— Benjamin  W.  Bruwn,  Sheffel  WeaTcr,  Bradford  Dnrfee,  select- 
men; Joseph  E.  Bead,  representatlTe. 

1818.— Sheffel  WeaTer,  William   Ashley,  William   Bead,  selectmen; 
Heiekiah  Wilson,  representatlTe. 

1817.— Sheffel  WeaTer,  Abraham  Bowen,  William  Ashley,  selectmen ; 
HcMkiah  Wilson,  repreeentatlTe. 

1818.— Beqjamln  W.  Brown,  Charles  Pitman,  James  0.  Bowen,  select- 
men ;  Joeeph  E.  Bead,  repreeentatlTe. 

1819.— Benjamin  W.  Brown,  Charles  Pitman,  James  O.  Bowen,  select- 
men ;  Joseph  E.  Bead,  representatlTe. 

182a— Sheffel  WeaTer^  Bei^amln  W.  Brown,   BIchard  Borden  (9d), 
selectmen ;  voted  not  to  send  repreeentatlTe. 

1821.— Hubert  Miller,  Charles  Pitman,  Enoch  French,  selectmen;  Abra- 
ham Bowen,  representatlTe. 

1822.— Bobert  Millrr,  Charles  Pitman,  Enoch  Trench,  selectmen ;  Bobert 
Miller,  repreeentatlTe. 

1823.— Joeeph  K.  Head,  Benjamin  W.  Brown,  Edmund  Chace,  select- 
men ;  William  B.  Canedy,  representatlTe. 

1824.— Enoch  French,  Ilexeklah  Wilson,  William   Bead,  selectmen; 
William  B.  Oknedy,  representatlTe. 

1826.— Enoch  French,  Heaeklah  Wilson,  William  Bead,  selectmen; 
James  Furd,  representatlTe. 

1820.— Enoch  French,  Ilesteklah  Wilson,  William   Bead,  selectmen; 
TOted  not  to  send  repreeentatlTe. 

1827.— Enoch  French,  Hetekiah  Wilson,  William  Bead,  selectmen ;  Jo- 
sq>h  Hathaway,  representatlTe. 
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Tlio  towu  clerka  from  1803  to  1804  have  boen  as 
.WikltPr  Chuluner;  1804-14,  Bcnjanun 
Brightnian  ;  1814-ia,  William  B.  Cauedy ;  1816.  March 
U)  November  2,  Natbauie)  Lulhor;  wlien  at  a 
meeting  waa  made  tlie  following  record  :  "  Nathaniel 
Luther,  the  town  ulerk,  being  ali»ent,  made  choice  of 
Joseph  E.  Itead  to  act  oa  town  clerk  the  remainder  of 
the  year  (nt  nil  town-mcetiiiga  and  all  other  other 
lining  to  the  town  clerk'a  duty]  in  the 
ahoL-nee  of  Mr,  Luther."  ISlli.  Noveu>l>or  2,  to  1831, 
JoHuph  K.  Uead;  1821-2fi,  John  C.  itordoii;  1835, 
Nathaiiiol  I),  itordeii;  1820-31,  Uenjuitiiii  Anthony; 
1831-»6,  Stephen  K.  Crnry ;  1836-10,  lleiijaniin  Earl ; 
184G-18,  George  S.  Baker;  1848-53,  Samiiol  B.  Ilua- 
aeyi  185S,  John  R.  Hodges. 

The  city  cterka  from  1854  to  1834  have  beea:  John 
R.  Hodges,  1854;  Alvin  S.  Bulhird,  18f>5  to  18G4; 
Georgo  A.  Ballard  from  18lJ4  U>  present  time,  nearly 
wenty  years. 

The  present  city  officers  are  na  follows ; 

J/uynr.— Hon.  Henry  K.  Braley. 

.dfi/crmm.— Ward  1,  Vincent  Thorpe;  Ward  2,  Johu 
SoutUworth;  Ward  3,  William  J.  Hurley;  Ward  4, 
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Hugh  McKevitt;  Ward  6,  Denn'iA  Qarvey ;  Ward  6, 
Henry  G.  Langley;  Ward  7,  Thomas  8.  Borden; 
Ward  8,  Thomas  F.  Eddy ;  Ward  9,  William  J.  Wylie. 

Common  Onincil  (Henry  H.  Earl,  Jhreiident), — 
Ward  1,  Samuel  B.  Wilcox,  George  T.  Durfee,  Charles 
H.  Albert;  Ward  2,  Franklin  P.  Osborn,  Edward  F. 
Murphy,  John  H.  Wells;  Ward  8,  James  Powers, 
John  Desmond,  Michael  Grandfieid ;  Ward  4,  Thomas 
Darcy,  Jr.,  Thomas  Tyrell,  Thomas  Latham  ;  Ward 
6,  John  T.  Murphy,  Michael  J.  Kelly,  Michael  H. 
Connelly;  Ward  6,  Peter  Hnrwood,  John  G.  Blais- 
dell,  Thomas  Sanford;  Ward  7,  William  8.  Robert- 
son, Edward  8.  Adams,  Charles  E.  Brown ;  Ward  8, 
Henry  H.  Earl,  William  F.  Thomas,  Cyrus  C.  Rounse- 
villc;  Ward  9,  Jethro  H.  Wordell,  Charles  H.  Boomer, 
Walter  D.  Read. 

(JUy  CierL — George  A.  Ballard. 

7¥€(Mfirer  and  Chliector. — James  C.  Brady. 

Auditor, — Arthur  Anthony. 

Superintendent  of  Streets. — Anthony  Thurston. 

Assessors.  —  Edward  Buffinton,  Robert  O'Hearn, 
William  J.  Waring. 

Solicitor. — James  F.  Jackson. 

Messenger, — Charles  L.  Dean. 

City  Marshal. — J.  A.  Hunt 

Chief  Engineer  of  Fire  Department. — .Tohn  A.  Mac- 
farlnne. 

dty  Physician. — James  E.  8uHivan. 

Superintendent  Oak  Grove  Cemetery. — J.  E.  Morrill. 

Superintendent  North  Burial -Ground.  —  Stephen 
White. 

Superintendent.  Public  Buildings. — James  M.  Adam. 

Superintendent  l^iblic  Schools] — William  Connell,  Jr. 

SeaJer  of  Weights  and  Measures. — William  W.  Dar- 
ling. 

Sctwol  Committee. — A.  M.  Jackson,  Harriet  T. 
Healy,  Louisa  G.  Aldrich,  E.  W.  Hunt,  Thomas  L. 
Ramsbotton,  Leon  tine  Lincoln,  William  G.  Bennett, 
M.  G.  B.  Swift,  John  A.  Tourtellot. 

Watuppa  Water  Board, — Philip  D.  Borden,  Weaver 
Osborn,  William  M.  Hawes. 

Wat^  Registrar. — W.  W.  Robertson. 

Engineer  and  Sitperintendent. — A.  H.  Martine. 

Thtstees  of  Public  Library, — Henry  K.  Braley,  Leon- 
tine  Lincoln,  Robert  Henry,  James  M.  Morton, 
Charles  J.  Holmes,  Crawford  E.  Lindsey. 

Librarian, — W.  R.  Ballard. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor* — Mayor  and  Aldermen. 

Agent  of  Board. — George  O.  Fairbanks. 

Board  of  Health. — B.  F.  Winslow,  J.  8.  Anthony 
James  E.  Sullivan. 


VALUATION,  18M>1882. 

Tear.                  VInatlon.  T«.  ^,7;:,X!'    pS^li. 

1854 18,039,210  95.80  tB6^23.70  3,117 

1865 0,708,420  5.00  50,425.16  3,148 

1800 ll/>22,05O  7.<I0  00,124.01       -  3,238 

1805.... 12,134,000  10.50  200,272.20  4,401 

1800 12,702,5:)4  17.50  232327.02  4,740 

1807 15,220,028  17.00  208,020.05  6,136 

1888 17,010,102  14.00  202,872.74  0,002 

1800 21,308,526  16.00  340,310.00  0,247 


Tear. 


VnIuMIoii.       Tnx. 


1870 .$23,812,214  $15.30 

1871 80,141,117  13.00 

1872 37,841,204  12.00 

1873 47,41«,a4«  13.00 

1874 40,006,110  1S.80 

1876 61,401,487  14.60 

1870 48,020,486  16.20 

1877 47,218.320  16.60 

1878 42,320,7:10  VIM 

1870 :i8,173/>l0  18.00 

1880 38.171.204  18.00 

1881 41,110,701  lOXXI 


Amoant  mitrd      No. 

Itjr  Taxation.  Polls. 

$374,763.22  8,743 

302,974.16  7V070 

471,886.68  8,870 

836,461.61  10,020 

668,480.11  11,110 

768,46447  11,671 

764,889.41  10,619 

763,786.98  10,988 

789,618.48  11,664 

689,370.88  11,678 

702,088.91  \%fM 

n7,646.4«  18/191 


In  1840  the  number  of  taxable  polle  was  1,609.    The  Talnation  of  real 
ertate  was  $1,678,603 ;  of  personal  estate,  $i;}10,866;  total, $S,9W^<68. 


POPULATION,  1810-81. 


1810. 
1820. 
1830. 
1840. 
1845. 


1,896 

1,594 

4,169 

„ 6,738 

10,290 

1850 11,170 

1855 12,680 

18C0 13,240 

1861 14,086 

JloOw     •  •••••« e*ee«*»e*««e**e**e**«*e«     X  I  fVOl 

1803 16.406 

1866 17,526 

1806 19,262 

1807 21,174 


1808. 83,023 

1869. 86,099 

1870 27,191 

1871 ., 28,891 

1878............... 84,836 

lo73.. ................ .......•..•..•.  00,404 

loiO.. .......... ....•..«...•.....•.«.  eOflOU 

1876 ...»  44iS66 

Is  ft  ..............M........  OT.......  S0,119 

1878............ 48,494 

1879...... 46,909 

1880 47,883 

1881 48,049 


CHAPTER   XXVIII. 

FALL    RIVBR.— (Coa<»»M«d.) 

X00LE81A8TI0AL  HISTOBT.* 

The  First  Oongregallonal  Ohureb— The  Oentral  Oongregatlonal  Ohnrch 
—The  Third  Oongregntlonal  Cbnrch— The  First  Methodisi  Splsoopal 
Chnreh— St.  Panics  Methodist  Kplsoopal  Chnreh— Brayton  Methodist 
Kpisoopal  Church— The  North  Methodist  Bplsoopal  (%nreli — Quarry 
Street  Methodist  Kplsoopal  Chnreh— Mapls  Street  Methodist  Bpiscopal 
Chnreh— PriniiUve  Methodist  Chnreh— North  Main  Strest  Methodist 
Kpiecopal  Church- The  First  Baptist  Chnreh— Second  Baptist  Chnreh 
—Third  Dnptitt  Chnreh— Ctinreh  of  the  Ascension— St  John*s  Chnreh 
— Cliristinn  Chnreh,  Franklin  Street— North  Christian  Chnreh— 
Chnreh  of  the  New  JemsaleBi— Sooietj  of  Friends— United  Prssbj- 
terian  Church— Hebrew  Wonhipers— Soman  Catholic  Chnrehes. 

The  First  Congregational  Church  was  organized 
at  the  dwelling-house  of  Deacon  Richard  Darfee, 
Jan.  9,  1816,  with  the  following  members:  Joseph 
Durfee  and  wife  Elizabeth,  Richard  Durfee,  Benjamin 
Brayton.  and  Wealthy  Durfee,  wife  of  Charles  Dur- 
fee. Benjamin  Brayton  died  Dec.  9, 1829,  and  leaving 
no  children,  he  bequeathed  the  bulk  of  his  property 
to  this  church,  in  trust,  as  a  permanent  fund  for  the 
support  of  the  ministry.  For  about  seven  years  after 
the  'organization  of  the  church  it  had  no  house  of 
worship  nor  settled  pastor.  The  church,  however, 
met  regularly  on  the  Rabbath  for  public  worship,  and 
when  they  were  destitute  of  a  pastor  conducted  the 
devotional  exercises  themselves.  A  portion  of  the 
time  they  were  supplied  by  missionaries,  among 
whom  were  the  following:  Revs.  John  Sanford, 
James  Hubbard,  Amasa  Smith,  Reuben  Torrey,  C. 
H.  Nichols,  Curtis  Coe,  Samuel  W.  Colburn,  Moses 


>  The  Increase  in  population  in  1882  was  owing  to  Uie  annezaUon  of 
the  town  of  Fall  Rlter,  R.  I.,  which  contained  a  popnlaUon  of  abont 
three  thousand  Ats  hnndred  and  ninety. 

s  For  history  of  Unitarian  Chnreh,  see  Appendix. 
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Oeborae,  Isbbc  Jones,  Selh  Chapin,  Silfts  Shove, 
Otis  Lane,  and  Loring  D.  Dawey.  During  the  finit 
three  years  arter  Iheir  organ ieatinu  there  were  uddad 
to  the  church,  chiefly  hy  profestioD,  lliirty  members, 
Among  whom  were  only  four  main. 

While  this  church  was  without  a  house  of  worship 
tbelr  ineetingB  were  held  aometiraes  at  private  houses, 
Bouietimea  in  a  large  store-room,  Hoioelimea  in  the  only 
eehool-houae  in  the  plaue,  and  occasionaUy  in  the  line 
meeting- ho  use,  an  edifice  located  on  tlie  line  hetween 
the  States  of  Maaaachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  and 
erected  in  1798, 

The  first  movenientD  for  the  erection  of  a  church 
edifice  were  inaugurated  in  1819,  and  in  1821  and 
1822  their  first  bouse  of  woraliip  was  erected,  and 
dedicated  in  February,  1823.  It  wua  forty-five  feet 
long  by  thirly-tiix  wide,  with  a  vestry  underneath. 
This  was  the  second  meeting-house  built  in  Fall 
River,  the  Friends  having  built  a  Hniull  house  fur 
worship  in  1821. 

An  ecclesiastical  Congregational  Society  was  foruied 
in  1820,  and  incorporated  in  February,  1821.  The  in- 
corporators of  the  society  caused  considerable  excite- 
ment in  the  town,  which,  however,  "  soon  spent  itself 
hy  its  own  warmth,  and  ultimately  did  no  harm  to 
tlie  society," 

The  first  settled  pastor  was  Rev.  Augustus  R,  Reed, 
who  was  ordained  and  inatalled  July  2,  1823.  His 
snhiry  was  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  year. 
Mr.  Reed  remained  until  Aug.3,  182.5.  Nov.  1, 1826, 
Rev.  Thomas  M.  Smith  became  pastor,  and  conLinuetl 
until  April  27,  1831. 

In  1827,  the  flrst  year  of  Mr.  Smith's  ministry,  an 
addition  of  twenty-five  feet  was  made  to  the  length  of 
the  meeting-house- 
May  22,  1831,  Rev.  Orin  Fowter,  A.M.,  became 
pastor  of  this  church  and  remained  until  May  1&, 
18S0. 

Mr.  Fowler  was  born  in  Lebanon,  Conn.,  July  29, 
1791.  Upon  his  settlement  iu  Fall  River  he  entered 
zealously  into  every  project  luokinjf  to  tlie  advance- 
ment of  the  material,  educational,  uud  religious  wel- 
fare of  the  town.  He  was  e.  member  of  the  State 
Senate  from  this  district,  and  in  1848,  before  his 
senatorial  term  had  expired,  he  was  elected  to  tlie 
Thirty-First  Congress.  He  died  Sept.  3,  18S2.  Mr. 
Fowler  was  dismissed  from  the  pastorate  of  tho 
church  in  May,  1850,  and  iu  the  same  month  was 
succeeded  by  Rev,  llenjamin  J.  Relyea,  who  re- 
mained until  April,  185fi,  He  was  succeeded  by 
Rev.  J.  Lewis  Diman,  D.D.,  in  April,  1856,  who 
continued  until  February,  1860.  He  was  afterwards 
professor  of  history  in  Brown  University.  In  May, 
1861,  Rev.  Solomon  P.  Fay  was  installed,  who  re- 
mained until  Oct.  1,  1863,  when  he  was  succeeded 
in  the  following  month  by  Rev.  William  W.  Adams, 
D.D.,  who  WHS  acting  pastor  until  Sept.  14, 1664,  when 
he  was  installed  as  pastor,  and  has  remained  to  the 
present  time. 


The  present  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1831-82, 
at  a  coHt  of  about  |lti,000. 

In  1856  the  interior  was  entirely  remodeled,  walls 
of  Budience-room  and  ceiling  frescoed,  pulpit  trans- 
ferred from  east  to  west  end  of  the  clinrcb,  etc 

In  1866  a  new  organ  was  procured  of  Messra. 
Hoolc,  in  Boston,  at  an  expense  of  about  (40OO; 
water  motor  added  in  188U;  186S,  mission  chapel 
built  and  furnished,  at  a  cost  of  about  t4<H)U ;  1873, 
missionary  employed  in  connection  with  the  chapel 
Sunday-school ;  1873-74,  parsonage  built,  at  a  coat, 
with  lot,  of  tl6,40O. 

In  1674  the  Third  Congrogntional  Church'  was 
organized  in  mission  chapel,  whiuh  they  have  sincu 
continuously  occupied. 

In  1875  tlie  chiipel  was  rotnoved  tu  u  liuttt^r  loca- 
tion, enlarged,  frescoed,  thoroughly  refitted,  and  pro- 
vided with  basement  fur  Sunday -school,  etc. ;  change 
in  First  Church  from  anernoon  to  evening  service. 

In  1S76  new  iirliclee  of  faith  and  covenant  were 
adopted,  and  in  1878  iho  weekly  olferiiig  system  wns 
adopted ;  1681,  pa-^tor  sent  abroad  for  a  year,  all  ex- 
penses paid,  and  pulpit  supplied  hy  the  society.  Iu 
1882.chiircb  edifice  thoroughly  renovated  within  and 
witliQUt,  newly  upholstered  and  runiislied,  at  an  ux- 
peiise  of  t&mi. 

Present  memlicrdhip,  Jan.  1,  1883,  47  males,  167 
females ;  total,  204.  Tutul  meniberuhip  from  orgnni- 
zalion,  831. 

Contributions  for  strictly  charitable  ubjecta  from 
1865  to  1882,  inclusive,  t48,OOU;  besides  large  sums 
given  by  individuals. 

Subsidiary  organiiuitions :  Ididics'  Benevolent  So- 
ciety, Society  for  Good  Works,  Woman's  Foreign 
Missionary  Society,  Clnldrua'a  Missionary  Society. 

The  officers  for  1883  are  us  follows:  Ueocuoi, 
Hiram  Bliss  [emerUiui),  F.  W.  Maeombor,  0(»»rg« 
W.  Rohbius;  Clerk,  Hiram  G.  Andrews;  Sunday- 
school  Superintendent,  Isaac  Borden ;  Chorister, 
Charles  U.  Robbins. 

The  Central  Congregation&l  Charch  of  Full 
River  WHS  orgauiEed  Nov.  Ui,  1842.  Seventy  mem- 
bers of  the  First  Orthodox  Oongrugational  Olntrcli, 
then  under  the  [lustorul  cure  of  Itev.  Orin  Fuwiur, 
wore  dismisaed  from  that  church,  and  united  to  form 
this  new  body. 

A  council  composed  of  the  pastors  of  the  neighbor- 
ing churches,  with  their  delegates,  conHrmed  and 
ratified  the  organisation.  Tho  Itev.  Mr.  Sheldon,  of 
the  cliurch  in  Ertstou,  was  moderator  of  the  council, 
and  Rev.  Erastus  Maltby,  of  Taunton,  (cribe. 

A  warrant  being  issued,  and  a  meeting  called  for 
the  purpose,  according  to  the  statutes  of  the  State,  a 
corporate  and  legal  form  was  given  to  tlie  o^aniu* 
tion  on  tlie  20th  of  January,  1843,  which  tlian  as- 
sumed the  name  of  "The  Central  Congregational 
Society  of  Fall  River." 

I  Bm  lililBrjr  alimvlMn  la  Mi  wutk. 
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The  mem  here  of  this  society  were  Amery  Glazier, 
Nathan  Durfee,  Benjamin  Ear),  Ricliard  Borden, 
Henry  H.  Fish,  Abraham  Cook,  John  S.  Cotton, 
William  A.  Burt,  Charles  C.  Dillingham,  Edward  S. 
Chase,  Daniel  Leonard,  Henry  Woodward,  and  Jesse 
Eddy. 

Three  days  later,  Jan.  23,  1843,  the  society  met, 
and  a  committee  previously  appointed  to  secure  a  lot 
for  a  church  edifice,  reported  as  follows:  "The  lot 
on  Bedford  Street,  known  as  the  Massasoit  lot,  and 
belonging  to  Messrs.  Bradford  Durfee,  Nathan  Dur- 
fce,  Joseph  Durfee,  and  Mrs.  Fidelia  B.  Durfee,  can 
be  had  as  a  donation,  for  the  erection  of  a  house  of 
public  worship  thereon,  for  the  use  of  the  Central 
Congregational  Society,  if  said  lot  will  answer  the 
uses  of  the  society." 

The  lot  was  accepted,  and  a  committee  at  once  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  a  plan  for  the  house,  with  the 
estimated  cost.  Nathan  Durfee  was  chairman  of  that 
committee. 

The  result  was  the  erection  of  the  building  on  the 
lot  at  the  corner  of  Hock  and  Bedford  Streets,  which 
was  dedicated  for  worship  March  27,  1844,  and  was 
used  for  that  purpose  until  the  completion  and  dedica- 
tion of  the  new  building,  which  now  stands  at  the 
corner  of  Rock  and  Franklin  Streets,  a  period  of 
nearly  thirty-one  years. 

It  formerly  fronted  upon  Bedford  Street,  but  in  1882 
was  turned  around,  and  now  fronts  on  Rock  Street. 
It  is  still  used  by  the  Sabbath-school  of  the  Central 
Church. 

This  first  church  was  built  by  Melvin  Borden,  who 
had  erected  the  frame  and  collected  a  large  part  of 
the  material  when  the  memorable  fire  of  July  2, 1843, 
destroyed  the  lumber  and  delayed  the  work.  The 
frame  was  by  great  exertion  saved. 

When  the  fire  occurred  the  society  was  worshiping 
in  Pocasset  Hall,  in  a  building  used  as  a  hotel,  and 
known  as  the  Pocasset  House.  This  building  was 
burned,  and  the  one  now  called  Pocasset  Block  stands 
u|K)n  its  site. 

This  most  destructive  fire  by  which  Fall  River  has 
ever  been  visited  not  only  turned  the  society  adrift, 
but  rendered  scores  of  families  homeless. 

In  this  emergency  the  congregation  were  most  cor- 
dially invited  to  the  full  and  free  use  of  the  Baptist 
temple  for  their  worship,  with  the  privilege  of  using 
the  pulpit  one-half  of  each  Sabbath. 

The  Rev.  Asa  Bronson  was  then  the  pastor  6f  that 
church,  a  man  made  up  without  stint  in  soul  or  body, 
a  man  who  wns  a  tower  of  strength  in  the  religious 
history  <if  Fall  River. 

This  kind  and  generous  offer  was  gratefully  ac- 
cepted, and  the  two  congregations  worshiped  together 
until  the  autumn,  when  the  veMry  of  the  new  build- 
ing was  ready  to  be  occupied,  and  the  congregation 
met  there. 

During  this  period  the  church  wns  without  a  settled 
pastor,  and  preaching  was  supplied  by  recent  gradu- 


ates of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Andover.  Among 
them  were  Rev.  Robert  S.  Hitchcock,  whose  father 
was  a  Congregational  clergyman  for  many  years  in 
Randolph  and  in  Wrentham ;  Edward  A.  Washburn, 
who  afterwards  entered  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
after  a  useful  life  died,  deeply  regretted,  in  New  York 
in  1881 ;  Roswell  D.  Hitchcock,  now  eminent  as  presi- 
dent of  Union  Theological  Seminary  in  New  York 
City ;  and  Benjamin  F.  Hosford.  This  last  was  a  most 
refined  and  accomplished  man,  who  did  faithful  and 
successful  work  as  pastor  of  the  Centre  Church  in 
Haverhill,  Mass.,  from  1846  till  1863,  when  ill  health 
compelled  his  resignation,  and  he  died  the  next  year 
at  the  age  of  forty-six. 

The  dedication  of  the  church  took  place  the  next 
spring,  April  24,  1844.  On  the  same  day  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Washburn  was  installed  as  the  first  pastor  of 
the  church.  Mr.  Washburn  was  a  preacher  of  more 
than  ordinary  ability,  and  possessed  a  rare  and  grace- 
ful manner  and  oratory.  Before  this  settlement  he 
had  traveled  and  preached  as  agent  of  two  of  the 
Christian  societies  of  the  church,  and  had  been  a  set- 
tled pastor  at  Greenfield,  Mass.  His  tastes  were  cul- 
tivated and  refined,  and  his  talents  and  conversation 
made  him  a  brilliant  accession  in  any  gathering  of 
scholarly  men.  He  remained  with  the  church  four 
years  and  eight  months,  and  was  dismissed  by  his  own 
repeated  request  in  January,  1849.  He  died  at  New 
York  on  the  15th  of  September,  1853.  His  last  set- 
tlement as  pastor  was  over  a  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Baltimore. 

The  next  pastor  was  Rev.  Eli  Thurston,  D.D.,  who 
was  installed  on  the  evening  of  Wednesday,  March 
21, 1849,  a  night  to  be  remembered  as  one  on  which 
occurred  one  of  the  most  violent  of  equinoctial  storms 
that  ever  visited  New  England,  Mr.  Thurston  had 
previously  been  settled  for  nearly  ten  years  over  the 
Congregational  Church  in  Hallowell,  Maine.  He 
was  born  in  Brighton,  Mass.,  in  1808,  and  commenced 
studying  for  the  ministry,  afler  learning  a  trade,  at 
the  age  of  twenty-one.  After  his  conversion,  which 
took  place  at  Millbury,  Mass.  (where  he  was  learning 
his  trade),  he  became  possessed  with  the  idea  of 
preaching  the  gospel.  Nothing  could  turn  him  from 
this  purpose,  and  from  that  day  till  his  death  it  was 
the  one  absorbing  passion  of  his  life.  "  This  one  thing 
I  do**  was  as  true  of  him  as  of  Paul. 

When  he  was  settled  over  the  Central  Church  it 
had  a  membership  of  about  one  hundred.  It  hnd 
many  zealous,  efficient,  working  members,  and  they, 
with  their  pastor,  soon  came  to  make  the  church  a  felt 
power  in  Fall  River.  Accessions  were  made  yearly, 
and  oflentimes  in  great  numbers,  while  as  a  mission- 
ary church  at  home  and  abroad  it  came  to  stand  in 
the  front  rank  among  the  churches  of  Massachusetts. 
The  Sabbath -school  was  large  and  prosperous,  and 
from  it  as  a  centre  radiated  light  and  service  and  suc- 
cessful toil  among  the  large  population  of  the  city 
less  favored  with  religious  instruction. 
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Mr.  Thuralon  waa  a  man  of  powLive  beliefs,  and 
had  a  poHitive  way  of  slating  his  conviclions.  He 
mada  no  compromisQ  witli  error  or  half  Uuth,  or  with 
any  practice  which  annulled  or  would  lead  to  the  an- 
nulling of  Che  commandB  of  Ood.  His  interest  in 
questions  relating  to  the  progress  of  the  world,  ils 
discoveries,  iui  inventions,  ita  most  wonderful  facili- 
ties for  communicatiou  with  all  nations, — tbeee  were 
matters  of  vital  importance  to  him.  Tliey  arousexl 
the  whole  enthusiasm  of  hia  nature,  because  through 
them  he  beheld  the  grand  and  final  triumph  of  tlie 
gospel  of  Je^uB  Christ  in  all  tlie  world.  This  was  the 
glorious  consummation  to  which  he  devoted  all  the 
power  and  energy  of  his  own  life,  and  his  unfaltering 
taith  in  its  accomplishment.  It  gave  zest  and  hope 
Budubeerful  alacrity  to  his  every  effort.  In  his  earlier 
ministry  at  Eallowell,  when  thesubject  of  slavery  had 
come  to  divide  the  church  aa  well  as  the  politics  of  the 
country,  he  had  thrown  all  the  weight  of  his  eloquence 
and  iufluence  Into  the  anti-slavery  balnuce,  and  witii 
such  impetuous  fervor  as  to  bring  upon  himself  much 
reproach,  and  bo  it  was  later,  aa  a  natural  sequence,  in 
the  dark  days  of  the  war,  which  this  sin  brought  upon 
the  country,  his  whole  soul  was  stirred  to  its  depths, 
and  his  sympatby  in  the  struggle  must  intense.  Then, 
loo,  hia  faith  in  Ood  and  in  hia  omnipotent  power  to 
work  righteouanesB  and  redeem  the  world  from  sin 
did  not  forsake  him.  It  was  the  strong  tower  into 
which  his  soul  fled  and  wus  aafe.  In  his  appeals  in 
thoiie  days,  mada  from  the  pulpit  and  often  from  Che 
rostrum  of  the  large  City  Hall,  to  the  manhood,  the 
loyalty,  the  Christian  aentiinent,  the  patriotisui  of  our 
cili»3Da,  he  ahowed  an  eloquence  and  a  strength  of 
Intellectual  power  which  will  never  be  forgotten. 
Probably  no  one  man  in  Bristol  County  wielded  so 
strong  an  influence,  and  so  long  as  he  lived,  and  as 
often  as  be  spoke  in  Fall  Itiver  upon  this  topic,  or 
upon  temperance,  or  upon  any  social  reform,  never 
did  bo  lack  an  audience.  The  opiKwers  of  truth  and 
the  enemies  of  reform  acknowledged  the  power  uud 
pungency  of  hia  reasoning,  for  his  logic  was  close  and 
almost  invulnerable  when  one  had  conceiled  his  prem- 
ises, and  lie  had  the  eloquence  which  comes  from 
highest  personal  conviction. 

In  the  work  which  fell  to  the  Cbriatian  minister  in 
the  days  of  the  civil  war,  Mr.  Tburoton  was  helped  aud 
stimulated  by  the  sympatby  and  co-operation  of  bis 
dear  friend  and  brother  minister,  tlie  Rev.  P.  B, 
Haughwanl,  of  the  First  Baptist  Church.  For  many 
years  the  Central  Church  came  under  the  inBuence 
and  most  eloquent  preaching  of  this  talented  and 
accomplished  ucbolar,  whose  interest  iu  the  war  and 
whose  zeal  for  the  right  were  equal  to  Mr.  Thuraton'a. 
The  two  men  aland  side  by  side  and  heart  with  heart 
lo  all  who  review  that  period  of  greatest  interest  in 
the  history  of  the  American  citizen  of  this  century. 
The  Central  Church  enjoyed  the  blesaing  of  Dr. 
Thurston's  ministry  for  twenty-two  years.  In  De- 
cember, 1868,  be  was  seized  with  pneumonia,  and  i 


died  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month,  at  the  age  of 
siiCy-one  years. 

At  the  lime  of  Dr.  Thurston's  death  ihe  Central 
Church  was  large,  vigorous,  and  prosperous.  It  had 
a  memhen^hip  of  nearly  three  hundred,  many  of  whom 
were  intelligent,  active  workers  In  the  Lord's  vine- 
yard, Tliey  had  been  trained  to  a  cuusecration  of 
wealth  aa  well  as  of  heart,  ami  were  among  the  moat 
cheerful  and  hearty  supporters  of  the  gospel  through- 
out the  world,  while  their  obligations  to  the  poor  and 
ignorant  about  them  were  never  ignored. 

A  mission  scliool,  which  for  some  years  existed  as 
a  union  school,  had  been  partially  under  the  cure  of 
members  of  thin  church,  but  for  sonis  time  previous 
to  this  date  had  assumed  a  separate  and  diatluci  or- 
ganization, under  the  solo  care  of  thu  Central  Church, 
aud  the  large  and  cummodioua  niioaion  building,  on 
Pleasant  Street,  was  purchased  by  the  society. 

The  services  of  Hev.  Edwin  A.  Buck,  ofSlaterville, 
R.  I.,  were  secured  as  u  missionary  to  have  tlie  care 
of  this  branch  of  the  service.  Mr.  Buck's  work  in 
this  department  has  now  been  most  successfully  car- 
ried ou  for  Hfleen  years.  Mr.  Tliomax  F.  Eddy  waa 
the  efficient  superintendent  of  the  uilssiou-Bchuul  for 
twenty-five  years.  His  successor  is  Mr.  AlphuuHu  B. 
Covel. 

Very  many  have  been  trained  in  the  inissiun-school 
who  have  added  to  the  streugth  as  well  as  the  num- 
bers of  the  church.    It  biui  been  a  great  bluasing. 

Dr.  Thurston's  death  occurreil  at  the  close  of  the 
year  1BG9.  In  the  spring  of  1670  the  people  listened 
to  tlie  preaching  of  the  Rev.  Michael  Durnham,  who 
was  still  in  the  seminary  iitAnduver,  and  their  dial ca 
fell  upon  him  us  succusaor  to  tlioir  laUi  pastor.  Mr. 
Ilurnham  graduated  in  June,  aud  wiw  installed  as 
pastor  of  tbo  Central  Church  Oct.  2!),  1870.  His  or- 
dination occurred  at  the  same  time. 

Under  Mr.  Burnham's  ministry  the  church  oun- 
tiuucd  to  prosper  anil  increase  in  numbers,  aud  it  was 
thongbt  best  to  onlurge  tlie  space  aud  oji|)orlunity  Co 
give  tlie  gospel  to  a  larger  number  of  the  rapidly- 
incrcaalng  population.  Fur  this  purpose  it  was 
decided  to  build  a  larger  aud  more  enduring  house  of 
worship  in  some  ueiv  locality.  In  March  and  April, 
1872,  measures  were  taken  for  this  purpoao,  and  a 
valuable  lot  secured,  comprising  the  whole  space  on 
Rock  Street  between  Frankliu  and  Bauk  Streets.  The 
purchase  comprised  one  hundred  and  four  square 
rods,  aud  coat  soniutliing  over  fifty-six  thousand  dol- 
lars. A  building  committee  was  chosen,  consisting  of 
Tliumas  J.  Borden,  Robert  K.  Remington,  William 
II.  Jennings,  and  Holder  B.  Durfee. 

The  subscriptions  to  the  new  building  were  about  . 
one  hundred  and  twonty-six  thousand  dollars,  and  u 
contract  was  made  at  once  for  a  brick  and  stone 
building,  in  the  Victorian  early  English  Gothic  style, 
stately  in  proportions  and  complete  in  detail,  to  be 
erected  on  the  northerly  and  easterly  sections  of  the 
new  loL    The  work  was  commDnced  in  May,  1874, 


I 

I 


FALL  BIVER. 


351 


the  basement  walls  and  brick  pillars  to  support  the 
floor  were  put  in,  and  on  July  2dd  of  that  year  the 
congregation  assembled  with  glad  hearts  to  lay  with 
solemn  ceremony  the  comer-stone.  The  report  of 
the  building  committee  was  read,  appropriate  hymns 
were  sung  by  the  congregation,  the  selections  and 
music  being  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Charles  Durfee, 
chorister,  and  Mr.  Lyman  W.  Deane,  the  organist  of 
the  church.  A  very  interesting  and  impressive  ad- 
dress was  made  by  the  pastor,  and  the  corner-stone 
was  laid  with  all  due  formality  by  the  senior  deacons 
of  the  church.  These  were  Deacon  Benjamin  Earl 
and  Dr.  Nathan  Durfee. 

The  box,  which  was  properly  sealed,  and  was  placed 
under  the  stone,  contained  the  confession  of  faith 
of  the  church,  a  list  of  pastors  and  officers  and  mem- 
bers, a  history  of  the  organization  and  subsequent 
growth  of  the  church,  history  of  Fall  River,  copies  of 
the  local  newspapers  and  of  the  religious  papers  of 
the  day.  Afler  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  the 
work  on  the  building  went  rapidly  on,  and  was  fin- 
ished before  the  end  of  the  following  year  (1876). 

The  costly  and  elegant  structure  thus  completed, 
with  tower  and  steeple,  with  nave  and  transept,  and 
high-reaching  roof,  is  built  of  brick,  with  freestone 
trimmings  and  facings,  and  occupies  the  whole  north- 
ern portion  of  the  lot  on  Franklin  Street,  with  a  front- 
age of  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  on  Rock  Street. 
This  includes  an  elegant  cloister,  by  which  the  main 
building  is  destined  eventually  to  join  a  chapel  on 
the  south  end  of  the  lot.  One  cannot  fail,  on  looking 
at  the  building  from  the  east,  on  Rock  Street,  of  re- 
ceiving the  impression  of  grand  solidity  and  strength, 
as  well  as  of  most  harmonious  proportion  and  elegance 
of  finish  in  all  the  exterior  decoration. 

The  main  entrance,  through  a  heavy  black  walnut 
door  hung  in  a  case  of  the  same  wood,  and  sur- 
rounded and  ornamented  with  a  belting  of  stone 
richly  cut  in  flower-work,  is  enriched  also  by  fine 
and  highly-polished  pillars  of  Scotch  granite.  These 
elegant  pillars,  with  carved  capitals,  and  stone-cut- 
ting in  relief,  are  continued  at  the  entrance  of  the 
cloister. 

The  floor  of  this  building,  as  well  as  all  the  vesti- 
bules, are  of  handsome  tile.  The  tower  is  on  the 
northeast  corner,  quadrangular  in  form,  and  is  sup- 
ported by  heavy  buttresses  on  both  Rock  and  Frank- 
lin Streets,  trimmed  at  the  base  and  all  along  its  edges 
with  freestone.  It  is  provided  with  abundant  win- 
dows, and  at  some  seventy-five  or  eighty  feet  from 
the  ground  the  form  is  changed  to  a  hexagonal,  and 
carried  up  to  its  full  height  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety  feet,  with  an  occasional  belt  of  stone,  and  sur- 
mounted with  a  gilded  cross.  It  is  one  of  the  finest 
and,  to  the  eye,  most  satisfactory  steeples  to  be  seen 
in  this  part  of  the  State. 

On  the  front,  to  the  left  of  the  main  entrance,  is 
the  beautiful  motto  in  Gothic  letters,  "Let  us  exalt 
His  name  together.''    On  the  right,  in  a  narrow  space 


between  the  buttress  of  the  tower  and  the  entrance, 
is  another,  "  Praise  ye  the  Lord."  On  the  Franklin 
Street  side  is  the  sentence,  "  Seek  ye  the  Lord  while 
He  may  be  found;  call  ye  upon  Him  while  He  is 
near." 

At  intervals  on  the  outside  of  the  fiant  are  several 
panels  of  stone  inserted  in  the  brick  wall  and  cut  in 
rosettes.  The  eaves  and  border  of  the  roof  are 
arched  with  stone. 

The  main  entrance  ushers  you  into  an  extended 
portico,  where,  on  the  left  and  right,  wide  staircases 
invite  to  the  gallery  above.  Beyond  the  stairway  the 
corridor  leads  to  various  anterooms  for  the  use  and 
convenience  of  the  people.  Those  at  the  north  end 
are  appropriated  to  the  ladies,  while  at  the  south  end 
are  rooms  for  gentlemen.  They  are  supplied  with 
heat  and  water  and  every  needed  furnishing. 

Two  very  large  and  elegant  parlors  for  the  work 
and  business  of  the  society,  and  for  social  gatherings, 
connect  these  accommodations  with  the  main  body 
of  the  church,  while  a  finished  basement  below  sup- 
plies all  that  is  needed  for  culinary  and  domestic 
purposes  when  food  is  provided. 

Coming  to  the  auditorium  the  eye  is  struck  with 
the  size  of  the  room  and  its  adaptedness  for  religious 
worship.  Including  the  space  occupied  by  the  pulpit 
platform,  it  is  not  far  from  one  hundred  feet  long  by  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  feet  wide  in  the  rear,  and  about 
one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  in  the  transepts,  and  over 
seventy  feet  in  height  to  the  ridge  i)f  the  roof.  It  is 
finished  in  pure  Qothic  style,  with  arches  between 
the  pillars  clear  to  the  ridge.  The  seating  capacity, 
including  the  main  and  transept  galleries,  is  some 
twelve  or  thirteen  hundred,  while  eighteen  hundred 
can  easily  be  provided  for  by  filling  up  the  spaces 
with  camp-chairs.  Numerous  exits  in  front  and  rear 
afibrd  opportunity  to  vacate  the  church  in  a  few  mo- 
ments should  occasion  require. 

The  pulpit  platform  is  at  the  extreme  west  end  of 
the  audience-room,  in  the  main  body  of  the  church. 
It  is  fourteen  and  a  half  feet  in  width  by  twenty-four 
feet  in  length,  and  has  a  small  but  richly-ornamented 
desk  for  the  speaker. 

A  wide  and  handsome  arch  is  thrown  over  the  plat- 
form with  the  inscription,  *'  The  gift  of  God  is  eternal 
life  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." 

A  capacious  recess  with  inner  arch  has  the  motto, 
"  Worship  the  I^ord  in  the  beauty  of  holiness,"  and 
this  encloses  a  highly  decorative  design  illustrating 
the  Trinity.  It  is  formed  by  a  triangle,  within  which 
the  quaint  Latin  symbol  of  the  doctrine  is  made  by 
the  word  "  Deus"  in  the  centre,  with  radiations  to 
the  three  points  of  the  diagram,  where  the  letters 
I.  p  M  M  p  M  u  g  g  „  gj^j^j  f^^  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 

Spirit,  while  the  radiating  lines,  with  the  Latin  word 
"  o«t"  reading  one  way  and   "non  est"  the  other, 
make  a  puzzle  such  as  old  divines  delighted  to  quarrel 
over  through  centuries  of  church  history. 
The  pastor's  room,  at  the  north  end  of  the  platform. 
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»  one  of  tbe  gems  of  this  beautiful  church.  It  ii  pro- 
vided with  whatever  can  cootribute  to  the  comfort  and 
quiet  of  the  speaker  before  and  after  the  uervice,  and 
is  a  moat  restful,  en  well  as  taiteful,  little  rooiu.  It 
is  entered  by  u  door  from  Franlclin  Street,  and,  be- 
sides the  door  leading  to  the  platform,  baa  two  which 
open  upon  the  floor  of  the  church.  Upon  the  front 
of  this  room,  which  projects  out  into  the  body  of  the 
church,  is  inserted  a  large  and  most  beautifDl  memo- 
rial tablet  of  Tennesaee  marble,  with  rich  marble 
pillars  and  sculptured  adornments,  the  whole  set  in  a 
frame  of  heavy  black  walnut.  Tins  tablet  is  a  mcmo- 
rinl  to  the  first  two  pastors  of  the  church,  Itev.  Sam- 
uel Washburn  and  Hev.  Eli  Thurston,  D.D. 

The  organ  stands  nt  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
auditorium,  projecting  slightly  into  the  church,  par- 
allel with  the  pastor's  room  on  the  north  of  the  plat- 
form. It  has  a  very  elegant  and  elaborate  case,  and  is 
one  of  the  finest  instruments  ever  manufactured  by 
Hook  &  Hastings,  of  Boston.  Its  tone  and  compaM 
are  nearly  perfect,  and  such  as  to  give  exquisite 
pleasure  to  the  most  cultivated  musical  taste. 

The  interior  decorations  of  ceiling  and  fresco  are 
in  Gothic  style,  to  accord  with  the  exterior.  Tbe  tlntH 
are  of  soft  gray,  with  borders  of  drab,  tbe  linos  and 
figures  relieved  by  gold.  The  wood-work  is  of  black 
walnut,  much  of  it  being  finely  carved.  The  windows 
are  of  rich  stained  glass  ;  the  small  and  delicate  clus- 
tered pillars  that  support  the  roof  are  gilt-bronze:  the 
gas  (struck  by  electricity)  is  so  arranged  as  to  throw 
light  down  upon  the  audience,  and  thus  never  pain- 
fully to  meet  the  eye;  indeed,  the  whole  eUcct  of  llie 
interiorarrangement  is  so  perfect  as  never  to  bewilder 
or  astonish,  but  seems  ever  to  breathe  a  solemn  repose 
and  a  cnmforting  sense  of  the  fitness  of  It  all  to  the 
worship  of  God. 

The  society  took  leave  of  the  old  church  on  Sab- 
bath afternoon,  Dec.  12,  1876.  A  most  interesting 
sermon  was  preached  on  tbe  occaiion  by  Mr.  Burn- 
ham,  from  2d  Peleriii.  chapter,  Ist  verse  (last clause), 
"I  ftir  up  your  pure  minds  by  way  of  remembrance." 
The  formation  and  history  of  the  church  was  reviewed 
in  that  sermon,  and  just  and  worthy  tributes  paid  to 
its  former  pastors,  and  to  all  who  bad  helped  to  sus- 
tain it.  The  congregation  present  on  that  occasion 
numbered  five  hundred  and  sixty. 

On  tbe  following  evening,  Monday,  Dec.  18,  1875, 
the  new  church  was  dedicated.  The  dedication  ser- 
vices were  of  great  iutereat,.And  the  building  was  filled 
by  a  large  audience  of  over  two  thousand  people.    The 

lighted,  while  elegant  floral  decorations,  from  tbe  con- 
servatories of  Dr.  Nathan  Durfee  and  Mr.  C.  V.  S. 
Remington,  adorned  the  pulpit  and  platform.  A 
splendid  crown  of  rosea  woa  placed  in  tbe  family  pew 
of  the  late  Dr.  Thurston,  while  a  cross  of  the  same 
lovely  flowers  adorned  the  pew  of  the  present  pastor. 
The  touching  significance  of  these  tokens  added  to 
their  loveliness  and  beauty.     An  organ  vnlunlory, 


under  the  skillful  hand  of  Mr.  Lyman  W.  Dean, 
brought  out  the  long  time  honored  and  deep  tunea 
of  "Old  Hundred,"  aucceeded  by  the  grand  unlbem 
of  Mozart,  "  Praise  the  Lord,"  by  a  choir  of  select 
singers,  whooccupiedthesoutb  transept.  Tbe  prayer 
of  invocation  was  by  Dr.  J.  W.  Wellman,  of  Maiden. 
Tbe  Scriptures  were  read  by  Dr.  William  W.  Adams, 
of  the  First  Congregational  Churub,  and  the  sermon 
was  preached  by  Dr.  Richard  S.  Starrs,  of  Ilrooklyn, 
N.  Y.  The  text  wus  John  xvii.  chapter,  20tli  verae, 
"Neither  pray  I  for  these  alone,  but  for  them  who 
believe  through  their  word."  It  was  delivered  with- 
out notes,  and  was  an  able  and  instructive  dJscoursQ 
on  the  power  and  efficacy  delegated  to  the  cburcli  by 
their  riaeii  Lord,  a  power  greater  than  be  could 
have  exerted  by  remaining  on  earth  under  mortal 
conditions  and  limits,  because  It  brought  into  exercise 
Jaith,  which  all  could  exercise,  and  which  could  over- 
come all  things.  Mr.  Burnham  offered  the  dedicatory 
prayer,  followed  by  tbe  anthem  from  Leacb,  "  How 
Beautiful  are  Thy  Dwellings."  The  exercises  closed 
with  the  singing  of  the  Doxology  by  the  whole  con- 
gregation, and  the  benediction  by  tbe  paat^ir. 

With  these  formal  services  wna  dcillcatod  tn  tho 
service  of  the  living  God,  this  churdi  building, 
which  stands  to-day  aniong  the  elilcf  aohitcclural 
ornaments  of  the  city,  arranged  with  every  appliiiiiue 
of  invention  and  art  lo  make  It  a  comfortable  and 
suitable  place  of  worship. 

But  Ihest)  satisfactory  outward  conditions  did  not 
snilice  to  ward  off  from  the  church,  within  a  short 
tinie,  great  perplexity  and  financial  umbarrusiiment. 
This  came  from  many  trying  cuuaos,  as  well  us  from 
the  universal  dopres-iion  of  all  husinosa  (succeeding 
tbe  panic  of  1S7!I),  and  eapecially  of  the  manufactur- 
ing interest,  upon  which  in  Fall  Kiver  everything  de- 

The  sun  of  prosperity  bad  shone  for  many  years 
upon  this  Christian  enterprise,  but  now  tbe  clouds  of 
adversity  darkened  its  sky,  and  with  tbe  incubus  of  a 
heavy  debt,  resulting  from  inability  lo  dispose  of  ila 
old  lot  and  building  as  bad  been  contemplated,  and 
tbe  removal  by  death  of  some  who  bad  lieou  its  atrung 
supporters,  it  waa  greatly  tried.  It  liad  missed  fur 
several  years  tbe  counsel  and  presence  of  one  of  its 
most  honored  aud  moat  devoted  members,  Cul.  Rich- 
ard Burden.  With  wise  judgment  and  generous  heart, 
he  had  stood  by  the  church  Ihrongli  every  vicisaitude, 
and  with  longingdesire  had  hoped  losee  ihe  extension 
and  enlarged  usefulness  wliicb  lie  felt  would  come  to 
the  church  through  this  new  temple  to  God's  honor, 
but  he  did  not  live  till  iu  completion. 

After  struggling  with  a  debt  of  more  than  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  for  four  years,  a  strenuous  and 
successful  effort  waa  made  on  Sunday,  Feb.  1, 18S0,  to 
raise  the  debt.  More  than  seventy  thousand  dollars 
were  raised  by  that  day's  efTorld,  and  this  with  aubae- 
quent  donations,  added  to  property  already  held  by 
tbe  cburcb,  canceled  tbe  obligation.     The  people 
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were  greatly  indebted  in  this  work  to  the  interest  and 
'influence  of  Rev.  Dr.  Alexander  McKenzie,  of  Cam* 
bridge,  Mass.,  who  had  been  a  friend  and  helper  of 
the  church  for  several  years,  and  who  was  rewarded 
by  the  grateful  affection  of  all  the  people. 

The  pastor,  too,  gave  himself  untiringly  to  this  work 
for  months  previous  to  the  happy  crisis,  and  by  his 
unwearied  and  judicious  efforts  secured  large  aid  and 
sympathy  from  a  few  generous-hearted  Christian  men 
in  Boston  and  other  places.  This  strain,  added  to  all 
the  cares  and  duties  of  so  large  a  parish,  resulted  in 
injury  to  Mr.  Bum  ham's  health,  and  although  he 
continued  for  two  years  longer  to  work  with  great 
zeal  and  efficiency,  he  became  convinced  that  it 
would  be  better  for  him  to  leave  the  Central  Church 
and  enter  another  field  of  labor.  With  great  reluc- 
tance he  was  dismissed  in  the  summer  of  1882,  and 
in  October  of  that  year  vtm  settled  over  the  Immanuel 
Congregational  Church  nt  Boston  Highlands,  Mass. 

Almost  immediately  after  Mr.  Burnham's  dismis- 
sion the  church  and  society  united  in  giving  a  call  to 
Rev.  Eldridge  Mix,  D.D.,  who  had  for  some  years 
previous  ministered  to  the  First  Presbyterian  Church 
in  Orange,  N.  J.  Dr.  Mix  was  installed  Wednesday 
evening,  Sept.  27, 1882.  The  sermon  was  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Alexander  McKenzie,  and  the  other  services  were 
conducted  by  Rev.  Samuel  (I.  Willard,  of  Colchester, 
Conn.;  Rev.  Michael  Burnham,  Boston  Highlands; 
Rev.  William  W.  Adams,  D.D.,  Fall  River,  and  Rev. 
A.  J.  F.  Beh rends.  Providence,  R.  I.  The  present 
membership  of  the  church  is  four  hundred  and  flfly- 
nine. 

The  Third  Congregational  Chnroh  was  organized 
in  1874,  with  Rev.  Leander  S.  Coan  as  pastor,  who 
remained  until  1875,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  the 
present  pastor.  Rev.  Calvin  Keyser.  The  church 
edifice  was  erected  in  1874,  and  is  located  on  Havover 
Street,  corner  of  Maple. 

First  Methodist  Episcopal  Churoh.'— The  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  in  Fall  River  cannot  boast  of 
a  very  early  origin.  Somerset,  a  few  miles  distant, 
had  been  favored  with  Methodist  preaching  for  about 
twenty  yearn  previous  to  any  account  of  regular 
preaching  by  Methodist  ministers  in  this  place.  In 
the  year  1824,  Rev.  Ebenezer  Blake,  then  stationed  at 
Somerset,  now  South  Somerset,  held  meetings  in  this 
place,  then  a  considerable  village  called  Troy,  and  for 
a  time,  according  to  an  old  record,  **  preached  lectures" 
once  in  two  weeks.  He  was  succeeded  at  Somerset 
in  June,  1825,  by  Rev.  Herman  Perry,  who  continued 
to  preach  or  "lecture"  in  the  village,  and  during 
the  year  formed  a  class  of  about  twelve  members. 
Of  this  first  class  John  Anthony,  afterwards  a  local 
preacher  of  the  Bank  Street  Church,  then  a  young 
man,  was  appointed  leader.  Luther  Cliace  and  wife, 
Constant  B.  Wyatt,  Elouisa  Chase,  who  afterwards 
married  a  Mr.  Pierce,  Rebecca  Lindsey,  now  Tilling- 
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hast,  Nancy  Cory,  afterwards  the  wife  of  Rev.  Daniel 
Webb,  and  Betsey  L.  Douglas  were  members.  In  June, 
1826,  Revs.  Charles  Virgin  and  Nathan  B.  Spaulding 
were  appointed  to  Somerset,  one  of  whom  preached  in 
this  place  once  in  two  weeks. 

About  the  commencement  of  the  year  1827  fruits  of 
their  labors  began  to  appear.  A  gracious  revival  com- 
menced, and  Mr.  Spaulding  confined  his  labors  entirely 
to  this  place  the  remainder  of  the  Conference  year.  A 
school-house,  standing  on  the  corner  of  Anawan  and 
South  Main  Streets,  was  their  place  of  worship.  How 
many  were  added  to  this  number  we  have  no  means 
of  knowing.  There  is  a  single  record  of  the  ordinance 
of  baptism  administered  to  nine  persons,  April  1, 1827, 
by  Mr.  Virgin.  At  the  Conference  in  the  following 
June,  Rev.  E.  T.  Taylor,  afterwards  universally  known 
as  **  Father"  Taylor,  and  justly  celebrated  for  his  labors 
in  behalf  of  seamen,  was  appointed  to  Fall  River,  he 
being  the  first  minister  sent  to  the  place  by  the  Con- 
ference. The  appointment  appears  on  the  minutes  in 
connection  with  Little  Compton,  and  Amos  Binney 
was  his  colleague.  They  were,  however,  virtually 
distinct  charges.  A  new  church  edifice  was  immedi- 
ately commenced,  which  was  completed  and  dedicated 
December  25th  of  the  same  year.  It  was  a  modest, 
unpretending  structure,  without  spire  or  bell,  and  sit- 
uated a  little  off  from  what  is  now  Central  Street. 
When  the  house  was  nearly  completed  a  gentleman 
asked  Mr.  Taylor  where  they  intended  to  put  the  bell. 
With  a  significant  turn  of  the  head  he  promptly  re- 
plied, "  In  the  pulpit,  sir."  The  pulpit  bell  had  the 
right  ring.  Its  tone  was  loud,  clear,  inviting.  It  gave 
no  uncertain  sound.  The  people  flocked  to  hear  it 
and  were  charmed. 

The  minutes  of  the  next  Conference,  held  in  June, 
1828,  report  for  Fall  River  and  Little  Compton  one 
hundred  and  ninety  in  connection.  Mr.  Taylor  was 
reappointed  to  this  place  at  this  Conference,  but  in 
December  he  was  removed  to  the  Mariners'  Church, 
Boston,  in  which  sphere  he  labored  with  signal  suc- 
cess till  old  age  superannuated  him.  Rev.  £.  Blake, 
then  stationed  at  Easton  and  Stoughton,  and  others 
supplied  the  church  until  the  next  Conference.  At 
the  Conference  of  1829,  Mr.  Blake  was  appointed  to 
this  charge,  and  labored  with  good  success.  Two 
hundred  and  six  are  reported  in  connection  with  Fall 
River  and  Little  Compton  at  the  next  Conference. 
At  this  early  date  the  names  of  Iram  Smith  and  Wil- 
liam Mason,  of  Nehemiah  Rogers,  Edward  Mason, 
and  John  E.  Qreen  appear  on  the  records  as  class- 
leaders. 

Mr.  Blake  was  succeeded  in  June,  1830,  by  Rev. 
Daniel  Webb.  In  May,  1831,  Rev.  Ira  M.  Bidwell  was 
appointed  to  this  place,  and  remained  two  years. 
The  church  was  eminently  prosperous  during  his  ad- 
ministration, though  the  latter  year  was  one  of  severe 
trial  and  conflict.  As  a  result  of  their  united  efforts 
a  blessed  and  powerful  work  of  grace  was  wrought 
among  them,  extending  through  the  greater  portion 
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of  his  term  of  wrvice.  Meetings  were  held  nearly 
every  night  for  about  four  montliH ;  more  than  a  iiun- 
dred  persona  professed  conversion,  and  tibont  seventy- 
five  were  ttdded  to  the  uhurcb.  But  in  the  midst  of 
thia  prosperity  trials  came ;  ft  terrible  Htonn  swept 
over  tlie  church  in  this  vicinity,  which  for  a  lime 
threatened  coinplet«  destruction. 

The  famous  or  rutber  infamous  Avery  and  Cornell 
alTairwaa  the  ocCHsion  of  this  fiery  trial.  It  occurred 
in  the  latter  partof  the  year  18S2.  Mr.  Avery  won 
then  stationed  at  Bristol,  R.  1.,  hut  as  Fall  River  wan 
the  scene  of  the  tragedy,  it  was  here  that  the  storm  of 
excitement  mged  with  greatest  violence.  It  is  impuu- 
sible  to  correctly  estimate  the  state  of  public  feeling 
which  existed  at  that  time,  and  the  violent  prejudice 
and  oppositjoti  ugainet  the  Methodist  Church.  As  a 
consequence  the  church  nulTered  severely.  Some 
withdrew  from  the  membership,  many  more  from  the 
congregation.  But  one  man  remained  a  regular 
member  of  the  congregation  who  was  not  a  member 
of  the  church.  That  man  was  Joshua  Remington, 
who  was  then  unconverted,  but  adhered  firmly  to  the 
church  with  his  wife,  who  waa  a  faithful  member. 

At  the  close  of  Mr.  Bidwcira  pastorate  Fall  River 
etands  alouo  in  the  minutes  for  the  first  time,  with 
one  hundred  and  sixty  in  connection.  At  the  end  of 
Mr.  Bidweli's  flrst  year  the  number  reported  for  Full 
River  and  Little  Compton  waa  two  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-six, but  this  number  was  reduced  to  the  above 
figures  by  the  Avery  nud  Cornell  tragedy.  In  June, 
1633,  Rev.  Squire  B.  Haskell  was  appointed  to  suc- 
ceed Mr.  Bidwell,  and  remained  two  years.  The 
membership  was  reported  to  be  one  hundred  and 
seventy-four  at  ita  cluae. 

At  the  Conference  in  1835,  Rev.  Mark  Staple  was 
appointed  to  this  station.  The  church  had  not  even 
then  recovered  from  the  severe  shock  received  from 
the  Avery  tragedy.  A  powerful  revival  prevailed 
throughout  the  moat  of  this  year,  and  at  its  cloao  the 
number  reported  to  the  Conference  was  two  hundred 
and  sixty-three.  Mr.  Staple  was  reappointed  in 
1S36,  and  continued  until  January,  1837,  when  hie 
health  failed,  and  he  was  obliged  to  resign,  and  wan 
succeeded  in  February  by  Rev.  Jesse  Fillmore,  o  local 
preacher,  who  waa  appointed  by  the  presiding  elder. 
Rev.  D.  Webb,  to  supply  the  church  until  the  ensuing 
Conference.  He  is  credited  with  having  put  the 
records  of  the  church  Into  a  somewhat  systematic 
and  prcservahle  form.  Rev.  Jease  Fillmore  was  inc- 
cecded  in  June,  1837,  by  Rev.  Hector  Bronson,  who 
served  the  church  for  one  year  only.  Notwitlistand- 
ing  the  labors  of  Mr.  Bronson,  the  church  was  in  a 
languishing  and  declining  state  the  whole  year.  In 
June,  1836,  Rev.  Phinesa  Crandall  was  appointed  to 
this  station. 

Mr.  Crandall  labored  in  the  place  two  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  the  church  was  blessed,  in  common 
with  other  churches  in  the  village,  with  revival  intlu- 
eoces..  During  the  year  about  one  hundred  were  re 


ceived  into  the  church  by  profession  of  faith  and 
certificate.  Under  liis  administration  au  attempt  wai 
made  to  secure  a  more  suitable  place  of  worship, 
which  was  successful.  The  debt  on  the  old  house  was 
paid,  the  house  sold,  and  a  new  and  better  one  built, 
in  a  more  central  and  eligible  psrt  of  the  town,  near 
the  corner  of  South  Main  and  Anawan  Streets,  where 
the  present  church  sUknds.  This  house  was  dedicated 
to  the  worship  of  Qod  by  Rev.  Orange  Scott,  Feb.  20, 
164U.  At  the  end  of  Mr.  Crandall's  ndministrutioa 
the  church  was  in  u  very  prosperous  condition,  with 
a  membership  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-six  souls; 
the  congregation  was  larger  sad  the  prospect  for  the 
future  brighter  than  ever  before.  In  July,  181(1,  he 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Isaac  Bonney.  In  June.  1842, 
Mr.  Bonney  wos  followed  by  Rev.  Thomas  Kty.  Dur- 
ing his  second  year  the  "  great  Are"  occurred,  and  the 
church  edifice  was  burned  to  the  ground.  This  was 
July  2,  1843.  The  bright  hopes  and  cheering  pros- 
pects of  the  church  seemed  all  blasted  in  oue  brief 
hour.  Not  only  was  their  place  of  worship  destroyed, 
but  many  of  the  members  were  deprived  of  a  part  or 
all  of  their  property,  which  rendered  tlie  condition  of 
the  society  still  more  distrcaaing  and  gloomy. 

But  the  I<ord  did  not  forsake  hie  people.  Although 
"cost  dowu".thoy  were  not  utterly  "destroyed."  The 
First  Congregational  Oliureh  kindly  invited  tlie 
church  to  worship  with  them,  which  they  did  for  sev- 
eral Sabbaths,  when  A.  L.  Westgale  and  Williaui 
Borden  having  erected  their  furniture  warehouse, 
which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  lire,  opened  an 
upper  room  in  the  same  to  acconimodnte  the  society 
for  the  time  being.  The  society  now  began  to  con- 
template rebuilding  their  church,  Mr.  Ely  led  home 
and  traveled  extensively  to  solicit  funds  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  church.  He  succeeded,  however,  iu 
raising  but  about  seventeen  hundred  dollars.  The 
building  was  soon  commenced,  being  much  larger, 
more  commodious,  aud  better  adapted  to  the  wants 
of  the  society  than  the  former  one.  On  the  3d  of 
April,  1S44,  it  waa  dedicatcrl  to  the  womhij)  of  God, 
Rev.  Charles  K,  True  preaching  the  detlitatnry  ser- 
in July,  1844,  Rev,  George  F,  Poole  succcodeil  to 
the  pastoral  charge  of  tlie  church.  In  1845  ho  was 
followed  by  Rev.  Jaiues  D.  Butler.  He  remained 
two  years,  which  were  years  of  great  spiritiiiil  pros- 
perity, so  that  at  the  torniiiiation  of  his  ministry  the 
church  nuuihcred  three  hundred  aud  eighty-ono 
members.  In  April,  1847,  Mr.  Butler  waa  succeeded 
by  Rev.  David  Patten,  now  dcc«ased,  Rev.  Daniel 
Wise  waa  the  next  pastor  of  the  church,  being  ap- 
pointed to  the  charge  in  April,  1849.  During  the 
winter  of  his  first  year  that  eminent  evangelist,  Rev. 
James  Caughey,  labored  with  the  church  for  about 
three  months.  More  than  two  hundred  professed 
conversion  as  the  result  of  their  uniteil  ollorU, 

The  congregation  had  now  become  ao  large  that 
persona  wishing  to  hire  seata  could  not  Ih  accotnnio- 
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dated.  The  question  of  division  was  agitated,  and 
it  was  finally  decided  to  establish  a  second  congrega- 
tion, and  ask  Conference  to  send  them  two  preachers. 
Accordingly  Mr.  Wise  was  returned,  and  Rev.  Elijah 
T.  Fletcher  was  appointed  with  him.  The  result  was 
a  second  church,  now  known  as  the  Bank  Street 
Church.  At  the  next  Conference  in  1850,  Rev. 
Frederick  Upham  was  appointed  to  the  First  Church, 
and  Rev.  Ralph  W.  Allen  to  the  Second,  or  Bank 
Street  Church.  The  latter  enterprise  was  immedi- 
ately successful,  and  to-day  both  churches  number 
about  four  hundred  members  each. 

Rev.  Elisha  B.  Bradford  succeeded  Mr.  Upham  in 
April,  1853.  An  organ  costing  sixteen  hundred  dol- 
lars was  placed  in  the  church  this  year.  In  1855, 
Rev.  John  Howson,  still  living,  was  made  pastor,  and 
continued  its  minister  for  two  years.  In  1857,  Rev. 
Thomas  Ely  was  appointed  to  this  church  for  the 
second  time. 

During  the  winter  of  1857-58  this  church  shared 
in  the  gracious  visitation  then  enjoyed  by  most  of  the 
churches  in  the  land.  The  church  edifice  was  inter- 
nally improved  and  beautified  at  an  expense  of  six- 
teen hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  Ely  was  followed  in  1859  by  Rev.  Andrew 
McKeown,  who  commenced  his  ministry  under  favor- 
able auspices,  and  was  eminently  successful  in  every 
department  of  church  work.  He  reported  at  the 
close  of  his  pastorate  two  hundred  and  forty  mem- 
bers and  twelve  probationers.  In  1861,  Rev.  Charles 
H.  Payne  became  the  pastor  of  the  church.  Mr. 
Payne  is  now  president  of  one  of  the  largest  Meth- 
odist universities  in  the  West.  While  here  Mr. 
Payne  gained  the  enviable  reputation  of  being  an 
able,  popular,  and  successful  minister  of  the  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

His  successor  in  1863  was  Rev.  Henry  Baylies. 
During  this  year  a  commodious  and  comfortable  par- 
sonage was  purchased  on  South  Main  Street  at  an 
expense  of  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty 
dollars.  In  the  spring  of  1864  Mr.  Baylies  returned 
to  this  charge.  Mr.  Baylies'  health  failing,  he  yielded 
to  the  conviction  that  he  could  be  more  useful  else- 
where, and  so  sought  and  obtained  a  transfer  to  the 
"Upper  Iowa  Conference."  The  Rev.  Joseph  H. 
James,  theft  a  member  of  the  New  Jersey  Conference, 
supplied  the  pulpit  for  the  remainder  of  the  year, 
being  engaged  for  the  work  by  Rev.  Paul  Townsend, 
then  presiding  elder  of  the  district.  In  March,  1867, 
J.  D.  King  was  pastor.  In  March,  1870,  Rev.  A.  A. 
Wright  followed  Mr.  King;  in  1873,  S.  L.  Gracey; 
1874,  Rev.  Ensign  McChesney ;  in  1877,  Rev.  Watson 
L.  Phillips ;  in  1879,  Rev.  William  T.  North  ;  and 
1882,  Rev.  Warren  A.  Luce,  the  present  pastor.  These 
all  have  been  years  of  more  or  less  prosperity.  During 
the  administration  of  Rev.  A.  A.  Wright,  the  old  par- 
sonage on  South  Main  was  sold,  and  a  new  one  built 
on  Ridge  Street. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  church  has  always  been  a 


revival  church,  and  that  for  the  first  twenty  years  of 
its  history  its  success  as  an  evangelizing  agent  was 
simply  wonderfiil. 

Without  making  any  invidious  comparisons,  it  may 
be  safely  and  truthfully  said  that  but  few  churches, 
if  indeed  any  in  the  Conference,  have  gathered  into 
their  communion  more  converts  to  the  truth  during 
the  same  period  of  time.  It  is  impossible  to  give 
the  precise  number,  but  from  the  data  we  have  it  is 
probable  that  at  least  two  thousand  persons  have 
professed  faith  in  Christ  in  this  church  during  the 
last  fifty  years.  The  church  edifice  was  raised,  stores 
built  in  front  on  Main  Street,  and  many  other  neces- 
sary repairs  made  during  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  J.  D. 
King.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  in  his  praise  for  the 
time  and  energy  he  put  into  this  work.-* 

Foremost  of  those  who  have  gone  up  from  this 
Bethel  below  to  the  grander  Bethel  above  stand  those 
sainted  men,  Edward  Mason,  James  Waring,  Wil- 
liam Henry,  Ashley  Saunders,  John  Livesey,  and 
Luther  Chace,  and  nameless  others  not  less  worthy 
who  have  .washed  their  robes  to  spotless  purity  in 
Christ's  own  cleansing  blood. 

**  0nc«  th«y  wn  mournera  h«ra  below, 
And  poured  out  orict  And  lean ; 
They  wrestled  hiird,  en  we  do  now, 
With  sine  and  double  end  feen.** 

Many  were  the  conflicts  they  waged  in  the  main- 
tenance of  this  church,  many  were  the  difilculties 
encountered,  many  the  sacrifices  made.  There  is  still 
remaining  a  noble,  heroic  band  of  men  and  women ; 
may  their  victories  be  as  many  as  their  fathers'  were, 
and  then  "  a  saint's  rest"  for  each  and  every  one. 

May  the  fpture  history  of  this  branch  of  God's  peo- 
ple be  still  more  glorious  than  the  past. 

St.  Paul's  Methodist  Episcopal  Choroh  was  or- 
ganized in  1851,  and  their  church  edifice  was  erected 
in  the  following  year.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev. 
Ralph  W.  Allen,  who  was  followed  in  1858  by  Rev. 
John  Hobart.    His  successors  have  been  as  follows : 

M.  J.  Tslbot,  1855;  Samuel  C.  Brown,  1857;  J.  B. 
Gould,  1859;  J.  A.  M.  Chapman,  1861;  Samuel  C. 
Brown,  1863 ;  Alfred  A.  Wright,  1865 ;  George  Bowler, 
1866 ;  Francis  J.  Wagner,  1868 ;  Emory  J.  Haynes, 
1870;  George  E.  Reed,  1872;  George  W.  Woodruff, 
D.D.,  1875-76 ;  Richard  H.  Rust,  1877-79 ;  Charles  W. 
Gallagher,  1880-81 ;  Edward  M.  Taylor,  1882-83. 

The  present  officers  are  as  follows : 

Trustees, — William  Mason,  Iram  Smith,  Robert  C. 
Brown,  Caleb  S.  Chace,  Lafayette  Nichols,  Charles  E. 
Case,  Robert  Henry,  J.  E.  McCreery,  William  S. 
Greene ;  J.  IJ.  McCreery,  clerk ;  R.  C.  Brown,  treas- 
urer. 

Stewards. — Robert  C.  Brown,  John  Reed,  Charles 
E.  Case,  John  G.  Sargent,  J.  E.  McCreery,  Samuel 
Allen,  Abram  F.  Shove,  Henry  W.  Davis,  M.  V.  B. 
Benson ;  A.  F.  Shove,  recording  steward  and  treas- 
urer. 

Brayton  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  located  at 
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Qlobe  village,  wna  orgHiiized  id  1S54,  with  Rev.  A, 
H.Wortliingtonaa pastor.  Mr.  Worthingron  remained 
one  year,  and  was  Bucceeded  hj  Rev.  C.  A.  Merrill, 
who  ofHi:iate<l  until  1858.  HU  succeuora  have  been 
as  follows;  A.  U.  SwinertOD,  1869:  Elihu  Grant, 
I8G1;.  William  P.Hyde,  1869;  George  H.  La.n.on, 
1871  i  Charles  9.  Morse,  1873;  E.  A.  Lyon.  1875-7B; 
Samuel  McKeown,  1877-78;  Rev.  E.  Grout,  1879-80 
<Bupiily];   William  B.  Heath,  1881,  preaeat  incuiii- 

The  church  edillce  belonging  to  this  society  wax 
«rected  in  1850  by  Christ's  Church,  which  existetl 
four  yeara,  when  it  was  disbanded  and  their  house  of 
'  worship  sold  to  this  church  in  1854. 

The  North  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  bunted 
»t  6teei>  Urook,  was  orguuiited  in  165!).  The  6nl 
pastor  was  Rev.  Philip  Crandon,  wlio  filled  the  pulpit 
until  18fivl.  He  was  succeeded  by  Itev.  George  H. 
Manchester  iu  ISfiS;  John  Gilford,  18G5;  Johu  Q. 
Adams,  18G7  ;  J.  G.  Gammons,  1860 ;  Philip  Crandon, 
1871 ;  R.  W.  C.  Farusworth,  1873.  The  present  pastor 
is  Rev.  Dr.  Church. 

Qnarrr  Street  Hethodist  Episcopal  Church  was 
urjriinizeil  in  1870,  unU  their  church  cUiIke  on  Quarry 
Street  was  erected  the  same  year.  The  pustoraol'lhis 
church  have  been  Revs.  Samuel  M.  Beal,  Richard 
Porey,  E.  D.  Hull,  H.  H.  Martin,  and  J.  H.  Nutting, 
the  present  incumbent. 

Uaple  Street  Methodist  Chnroh  was  organized 
in  1881,  Rev.  Isaac  Emery  pastor. 

The  Primitive  Methodist  Choroh  is  located  on 
the  Eight  Rod  Way.  It  was  erected  in  1874.  Pastor, 
Rev.  Ralph  Fotherglli. 

North  Main  Street  Methodist  EpiscqpalChnrch' 
was  organized  in  1875,  and  waa  located  on  Terry 
Street.  Rev.  William  D,  Heath  waa  first  pastor,  and 
remained  from  April,  1875,  until  1878,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  John  F.  Sheffield,  who  vi&»  appointed 
in  April,  1878.  The  same  year  the  church  was  re- 
moved to  its  present  location.  North  Main  Street. 
John  F.  Sheffield  remained  one  yeur  only.  Rev. 
Eben  Terrill  v/&»  next  appointed  April,  18Ti) ;  he  re- 
mained three  years  until  April,  1882,  uud  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  E.  F.  Smith,  the  present  pastor. 

FiratBaptist  Church.'— The  earliest  record  extant 
in  relation  to  this  church  is  under  date  of  May  15, 
1781,  as  follows: 


It  is  supposed  that  the  organination  of  the  church 
was  in  the  house  of  one  Jooatban  Brownell,  that 
Blood  on  what  is  now  North  Main  Street,  east  from 
the  house  of  worship  of  the  Third  Baptist  Churub. 
There  were  thirty  constituent  members  of  the  church, 
—sixteen  men  and  fourteen  women, — whose  names 


>riir.J.i.]Mwirr, 


may  be  found  in  a  church  manual.  On  the  2Zd  of 
May,  1783,  was  the  ordination  of  the  first  paslar. 
Elder  Amos  Uurrowa.  The  ordination  service  was 
conducted  by  Elder*  Thompson,  of  Swansea,  Bur- 
rows, of  TiverlOD,  and  Golf,  of  Dighlon,  In  the  bouaa 
of  Samuel  Wnrren.  After  an  unfortunate  pastorale 
of  one  year,  Mr.  Burrows  removed  to  Vermont.  It 
seems  that  a  regular  uhurch-ineeting  wris  held  on  the 
secoud  seventh  day  in  each  inouth,  that  "Qenrge 
Crocker  Has  appointed  to  keep  the  chnrcb-hook,"  am) 
that  those  meetings  were  considered  as  important  as 
preaching  services,  since  it  was  "voted  that  our 
stated  meetings  should  not  beset  aside,  nutwithsUind- 
ing  a  minister  should  be  present  at  any  such  meet- 
ing." 

Five  years  after  Mr.  Burrows  left,  the  church  choae 
two  of  their  own  useful  and  promising  young  men 
"  to  improve  their  gifts  in  public  and  to  attend  meet- 
ings where  tliey  shall  be  re(|ueiteil,"  and  tlireu  years 
later  appears  an  arrangement  for  more  regular  public 
worship.  It  was  voted  that  ona  of  Ihoae  brethren, 
who  from  his  eighteenth  year  had  been  blind,  "should 
improve  one-half  of  the  Lord's  day,  that  Brother 
Nathaniel  Boomer  read  the  psalm,  aud  (lial  Mutthew 
Boomer  take  the  lead  of  the  ainging."  After  three 
years'  mora  proof  of  their  real  worth,  on  the  third 
Thursday  of  Ma/,  1705,  occurred  the  doublu  ordina- 
tion of  those  two  young  men,  James  Boomer  and  Job 
Borden.  The  ministers  participating  in  the  ordination 
service  were  Elders  Thomjison,  Burrows,  IlatliawBy, 
and  Baker.  During  the  same  niontli  the  dmrcb  In- 
vited Joseph  StillwcU  and  Nathaniel  Boomer  "  to  act 
as  deacons  till  some  shunld  be  chuHen."  Four  ycare 
later,  in  1799,  the  church  joined  the  Warron  Assocla- 

For  about  eightyeara  the  two  pastors  labored  faith- 
fully together,  when  a  threatening  cloud  is  indicated 
by  this  record  of  Dec.  9,  18U3:  "This  day  is  a  trying 
scene  to  us,  both  our  eiders  think  of  lenviag  ua;  may 
the  God  of  heaven  protect  us."  And  God  did  protect 
them,  for  while  Elder  Boomer  asked  for  bis  diamis- 
siou  to  go  to  Charlton,  where  lie  died  Fob.  24,  18S7, 
Elder  Job  Borden  remained  the  honored  pastor  of 
(he  church. 

On  June  13,  178^,  was  a  meeting  of  a  cnmniittee 
"concerning  tlie  meet  ing- ho  use."  Tliat*  first  meet- 
ing-house, at  the  Narrows,  must  have  been  opened  for 
worship  about  the  year  1800,  when  the  church,  which 
for  some  time  had  been  known  as  "The  Church  iu 
Freetown,  Dartmouth,  and  Tiverton,"  by  a  second 
change  of  name  came  to  he  called  "The  Second  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Tiverton." 

"The  uhnrch  in  Tiverton,  under  the  pastoral  care  of 
Elders  James  Boomer  and  Job  Borden,"  invited  a 
council  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Gamaliel  Warren,  Oct. 
30, 1799,  when  there  was  the  triple  ordination  of  James 
Reed  as  an  itinerant  preacher,  and  Nathaniel  Boomer 
nnd  Joseph  Slillwell  as  deacon«.  Two  yean  later — 
Nov.  18,  1802— is  found  in  the  records  this  Qnt  allu- 
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sion  to  the  new  meeting-house:  "Ghoee  George 
Crocker  to  have  the  care  of  the  meeting-house.'' 
Plainly,  then,  worship  commenced  in  that  house  be- 
tween 1799  and  1802. 

There  are  but  brief  records  of  the  church  for  the 
next  twenty-five  years;  this  single  item  giving  a 
glimpse  of  the  public  worship :  "  Sept  2,  1818,  chose 
John  Da  vol  to  read  the  Aim,  etc.,  in  publick." 

During  the  two  years  1827-29,  Rev.  Arthur  Ross 
acted  as  colleague  pantor,  receiving  a  part  of  his  sup- 
port for  services  as  school-teacher.  Those  two  years  are 
memorable  for  the  first  great  revival  in  the  history  of 
the  church,  in  which  more  than  ninety  were  added  to 
its  membership ;  for  the  third  change  of  the  name  of 
the  church,  when  it  became  "The  First  Baptist  Church 
of  Troy;**  for  the  building  of  the  second  meeting-house; 
and  the  organization  of  *'  The  Baptist  Female  Charita- 
ble Society,"  one  of  whose  first  enterprises  was  "  to 
procure  the  trimmings  and  dress  the  meeting-house." 

Mr.  Ross  was  born  in  Thompson,  Conn.,  1791 ;  or- 
dained in  1819.  He  published  several  valuable  his- 
torical pamphlets,  and  during  his  ministry  baptized 
more  than  fourteen  hundred  persons. 

The  new  meeting-house  referred  to  was  the  one  on 
South  Main  Street,  afler wards  sold  to  the  Episcopal 
Church.    It  WAR  fledicated  July  30,  1828. 

In  connection  with  the  new  village  meeting-house, 
appeared  an  evident  tendency  towards  fashion.  It  was 
voted  to  purchase  candlesticks  for  the  evening  meet- 
ings, the  Association  was  invited,  and  N.  White,  R. 
Wrightington,  and  William  Ashley  were  appointed  to 
"seat  the  house;"  and  Deacon  French,  A.  Hall,  and 
P.  Smith  were  chosen  to  take  charge  of  the  bass  viol. 
It  is  possible  that  the  violins  were  in  such  demand 
elsewhere  that  three  church  officers  could  not  exercise 
exclusive  control  of  them.  Fortunately,  perhaps,  there 
followed  some  checks  to  undue  vanity,  for  it  was  voted 
"  to  withdraw  fellowship  from  Israel  C.  Durfee  for 
his  remarks  respecting  building  our  meeting-house,  in 
which  he  manifested  a  covetous  disposition,  and  for 
his  unrichous  remark  in  relation  to  our  young  deacons, 
French  and  Da  vol." 

Elder  Scth  Ewer  was  obtained  to  supply  the  pulpit 
for  the  year  1829. 

Rev.  Bradly  Miner  was  next  called  to  the  pulpit. 
He  was  born  in  North  Stonington,  Conn.,  July  18, 
1808.  He  successfully  filled  the  oflice  of  pastor  for 
about  three  years.  About  the  time  that  Mr.  Miner 
Icfl  the  venerable  senior  pastor  passed  from  earth. 

Rev.  Asa  Bronson  became  pastor  April  4,  1833. 
About  that  time  revised  articles  of  faith  were  adopted, 
and  Abiatliar  Hail  and  Stephen  L.  French  were  elected 
deacons.  In  1835  the  modest  little  Meh-Shway-ee 
Society  appeared  like  an  obscure  fountain,  whose 
broadening  stream  of  pure,  life-giving  waters  has 
steadily  been  flowing  on  for  forty-five  years. 

In  1834  the  name  of  the  town  was  changed  from 
Troy  to  Fall  River,  when  there  must  be  the  fourth 
change  in  the  name  of  the  church,  and  in  1836  the 


'*  Female  Charitable  Society  of  Troy"  adopted  a  new 
constitution,  by  which  the  name  becanae  "  The  Fall 
River  Baptist  Female  Benevolent  Society."  In  the 
same  year  the  church  became  one  of  the  constituent 
members  of  the  Taunton  Baptist  Association. 

The  first  covenant  meeting  was  held  in  the  vestry 
of  the  new  house  of  worship,  called  the  Temple,  July 
1, 1840,  and  that  house  was  dedicated  September  16th 
of  that  year.  Some  years  before  the  church  had  re- 
corded this  resolution :  **  That  we  most  earnestly  and 
affectionately  invite  all  the  members  of  the  church 
who  are  not  now  members  of  the  Temperance  Society 
immediately  to  become  members,  and  throw  all  their 
infiuence  in  favor  of  Christian  sobriety."  Then  fol- 
lowed the  great  aliti-slavery  struggle,  in  which  this 
church  took  a  foremost  and  unequivocal  position. 
During  the  earnest  discussions  of  the  decade  from 
1840  to  1850,  the  bold  pastor,  deacons,  and  members 
introduced,  defended,  and  had  recorded,  as  the  adopted 
sentiments  of  the  church,  such  declarations  as  these : 
"Slavery  is  one  of  the  grossest  sins  against  God  and 
violations  of  the  rights  of  man  that  can  be  committed." 
*'  No  circumstances  justify  holding  slaves."  "  This 
church,  as  an  independent  body,  feels  bound  to  bear 
its  unequivocal  testimony  against  the  abominable  sin 
of  slavery."  "  We  will  not  invite  or  allow  a  slave- 
holding  minister  to  occupy  the  pulpit,  or  invite  or 
allow  a  slaveholder  to  commune  with  us  as  a  church." 

The  church  was  blessed  with  two  remarkable  re- 
vivals, and  during  the  eleven  years  of  Mr.  Bronson's 
pastorate  seven  hundred  and  nine  were  added  to  the 
church.  He  was  afterwards  pastor  at  Albany  for  two 
years,  when  he  returned  and  became  pastor  of  the 
Second  Baptist  Church  in  this  city,  and  died  Nov.  29, 
1866,  aged  sixty-eight  years.  He  was  succeeded  in 
this  church  by  Rev.  V.  R.  Hotchkiss,  who  became 
pastor  Dec.  4, 1845. 

The  house  called  the  "Temple"  was  conveyed  to 
the  Second  Church  in  October,  1847,  from  which 
time  this  church  worshiped  in  Union  Hall  till  the 
first  Sunday  in  1850,  when,  Rev.  A.  P.  Mason  having 
become  pastor,  the  church  entered  the  vestry  of  the 
new  house  on  North  Main  Street,  which  completed 
house  was  dedicated  October  28d. 

Mr.  Mason  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  Samson 
Mason  who  was  an  ofilcer  in  Cromwell's  army.  He 
came  to  America  in  1650,  and  settled  in  Dorchester ; 
then  removed  to  Rehoboth,  and  afterwards,  "  for  con- 
science* sake,"  to  Swansea,  where  he  assisted  to  build 
the  Baptist  meeting-house,  for  which  he  was  sum- 
moned before  the  authorities  of  Plymouth  Colony, 
fined  fifteen  shillings,  and  warned  to  leave  the  juris- 
diction of  the  colony.  From  that  true  Baptist  stock 
descended  our  Pastor  Mason,  during  whose  faithful 
ministry  of  three  years  was  an  interesting  revival,  in 
which  fifty-nine  valuable  members  were  added  to  the 
church.  He  was  afterwards  pastor  in  Chelsea,  and 
for  several  years  has  been  district  secretary  of  the 
American  Baptist  Home  Missionary  Society. 
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The  next  paiCor,  Rev.  Jacob  R.  Scott,  could  be 
retained  here  Tor  only  the  year  IBfiS.  After  hU  resig- 
nation, Rov.  JoDBlhan  Aldricb  aucceesrully  supplied 
the  pulpit  for  nearly  a  yeur,  when  Daniel  J.  Olader 
tiaa  etect«d  pastor.  Before  taking  the  place  for  which 
lieaeemed  «o  peculiarly  li  tied  he  suddenly  died,  March 
9, 1855,  Rev.  P.  B.  Haughwout  became  pastor  in  ItiSS. 
In  1860  he  went  to  Europe,  remaining  seven  months, 
during  which  time  the  church  ordained  and  had  for 
acceptable  supply  Rev.  A.  Judanu  Padelford.  Ptwtor 
Haughwout  gave  lo  this  church  fifteen  yesra  of  his 
moHt  vigoroua  life,  during  which  was  hia  euthusisslic 
share  in  the  great  struggle  against  rebellion,  and  the 
addition  of  more  than  two  hundred  to  the  church, 
when  failing  health  made  retirement  esaential.  He 
died  April  26,  1877,  in  the  forty-ninth  year  of  his 
age. 

Id  1871,  Daniel  C.  Eddy,  D.D.,  became  pastor. 
The  house  of  worship  was  extensively  remodeled  and 
enlarged.  The  former  paDtora,  Dra.  Hotchkiss  and 
Hason,  with  other  clergymen  of  the  city,  took  part 
in  the  intereating  rededicalion  aervicea,  Sept.  3, 1872, 
After  a  rich  revival,  in  which  more  than  sixty  were 
added  to  the  church.  Dr.  Eddy  closed  a  two  years' 
pastorate,  and  was  succeeded  in  1874  by  Rev.  A.  K. 
P.  Small,  who  remained  uolil  1883. 

The  deacons  have  been  a*  follows :  Deacons  Still- 
well,  Boomer,  Enoch  French,  John  Davol,  Philip 
Smith,  John  E.  Carr,  Benjamin  Bufflngtou,  Abiathar 
Hall,  Steplien  L.  French,  Seth  Pooler,  Jesse  F.  Eddy, 
Joaeph  L.  Bullington,  Edward  Warren,  Henry  Rich- 
ards, George  S,  Diivol,  and  Henry  S.  Butfinglon. 

The  Second  Baptist  Chnroh.— For  seven  years 
previous  to  the  year  1846  the  question  Iiad  been  agi- 
tated among  the  ineinbura  of  the  First  Baptist  Church 
whellier  the  best  interests  of  the  cause  of  Christ,  the 
AaWalioo  of  souU,  and  the  glory  of  God  did  not  re- 
<]uire  the  organization  of  another  Baptist  Church  in 
Fall  River.  No  decisive  action  was  taken  until  the 
month  of  April  of  that  year,  when  a  uurober  of  breth- 
ren who  felt  that  the  time  had  fully  come  when  a 
new  interest  should  be  commenced  requested  the 
pastor  and  deacons  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  to 
entertain  the  question,  and  if  they  thought  proper 
call  a  special  church  meeting,  in  order  to  ascertain 
-whether  those  who  were  disposed  to  embark  in  this 
enterprise  could  do  so  with  the  approbation  of  the 
whole  church,  and  under  the  intluence  of  uiutually 
kind  feelings. 

ThiH  request  was  cordially  received,  and  in  puriiu- 
ance  a  very  full  meeting  of  the  church  was  convened 
on  the  evening  of  April  21,  1S16.  At  this  meeting, 
DO  objection  being  raised  to  the  formation  of  a  second 
Baptist  Church  in  this  place,  it  was  unanimously 
voted  to  give  their  approbation  to  the  project. 

Having  thus  obtained  tlje  full  consent  of  the 
mother-church,  these  brethren  secured  the  use  of  the 
town  hall,  adopted  the  plan  of  free  seala  and  volun- 
tary contributions,  and  invited  the  Rev.  Asa  Dronson, 


of  New  York,  their  former  pastor,  to  preach  tbaiM 
gospel  in  the  above-named  place,  Pursuant  to  tbia  J 
request  he  came  and  commenced  his  labora  o 
second  Sabbath  in  Mny  followiug.  Much  interert  I 
was  manifested,  a  large  congregation  gathered,  and  i 
unexpected  encouragement  realiiet). 

On  the  9th  of  June  one  hundred  and  forty-uina  1 
members  sought  and  obtained  letters  of  dismiasioD  1 
from  the  First  Baptist  Church.  Of  these  members  1 
flity  were  males  and  ninety-nine  females.  On  the  1 
l^th  of  June  these,  with  several  other  brethren  from 
dilTeront  churches,  were,  by  mutual  and  voluiitafj  i 
consent,  formed  into  a  church  by  the  adoption  of  I 
articles  of  association  and  a  covenant  and  tlie  elao-  T 
tion  of  the  proper  ofBcers.  At  tliis  meeting  R«V>  ] 
Asa  Bronsun  was  moderator,  and  Juhu  C.  Mlluo  w 

The  church  was  styled  the  Second  Baptist  Church  A 
of  Fall  River,  and  officers  elected  as  follows:  ReT.  > 
Asa  Brontuin,  pautor;  Charles  Borden  and  Joseph  I 
Borden,  deacons ;  John  C.  Milne,  clerk  ;  Joseph  Bor-  j 
den,  treasurer.  A  prudential  committee,  a  board  of  I 
Sunday-school  managers,  and  u  cuuimitlee  uf  ordar'j 
were  uldO  appointed. 

On  the  29th  of  September,  1846,  the  church  } 
publicly  recognked  by  a  council  compiiaed  of  tliS'i 
pastoro  and  delegates  horn  several  of  the  sister  4 
churches  within  the  hounds  of  the  Taunton  Baptist  ,1 
Association. 

The  church  immediately  entered  upon  a  season  of  J 
great  spiritual  prosperity.  The  vestry  of  the  Units-  T 
rian  Church  on  Second  Strectwi 
to  the  town  hall. 

The    church    having  completed   arrangenienld  for 
the  purchase  of  the  temple  in  which  they  u 
ship,  they  removed  thither  from  the  town  hall  the  3 
firat  Sabbath  in  Ootober,  1847,  the  First  Churdi  in  { 
the  mean  time  having  vacated  it 

Soon  after  the  organisation  of  the  church  the  i 
"  Second  Baptist  Society"  was  incorporated  by  act  I 
of  the  Legislature. 

The  Sabbuth-Bchool  dates 
ization  of  the  church. 

The  church  hiui  had  six  pastors  during  ita  history, 
viK.,  Rev.  Asa  Brouson,  who  surved  from  May,  lt>40,  i 
till  Sept.  13,  1857 ;  Rev.  Charles  A.  Snow,  fruai  Feb.  j 
2S,  18&8,  till  Oct.  20, 18G4  ;  Rev.  John  Duncan,  D.D.,  J 
from  Feb.  12, 1865,  till  June  9, 1S7Ui  Rev,  Frank  R.  ' 
Morse,  from  Nov.  6,  1871,  till  Feb.  23,  1873;  Rev. 
Henry  C.  Graves,  from  Oct.  4,  1874,  till   Feb.  22. 
1880;  Rev.  E.  W.  Hunt,  from  Sept.  1,  1880,  to  De- 
cember, 1882. 

Two  of  the  above  pastors  were  ordained  by  coun- 
cils called  under  the  direction  of  the  church,  vis., 
Rev.  Charles  A.  Snow,  July  7,  1858,  and  Rev.  E.  W. 
Hunt,  Sept.  21,  1881). 

Additions  to  the  board  of  deacons  were  made  Nov. 
6,  1853,  when  Joseph  M.  Davis  and  Charles  Coburn 
were  chosen.     Feb.  6,  lSt>a,  William  S.  Robertwin 
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was  elected.  April  12, 1^80,  Alexander  O.  Cook  was 
also  chosen.  Jo^ph  M.  Davis  resigned  May  7, 
1881,  and  Barton  Crankshaw  was  elected  to  fiU  the 
Tacancy  June  2, 1881. 

The  following  brethren  have  been  elected  deacons, 
bat  declined  serring,  via. :  Dan  forth  Horton,  Not.  6, 
1853,  and  again  Feb.  5, 1865 ;  Silas  Smith,  AprU  12, 
1880 ;  and  Charles  Long,  Jane  2,  1881. 

The  office  of  treasarer  has  been  filled  saocessirelj 
as  follows,  Tia. :  Joseph  Borden,  from  Jane  18, 1846, 
till  April  1,  1851;  Benjamin  F.  Winslow,  from 
April  1, 1851,  till  Jaly  3, 1855;  John  C.  Milne,  from 
July  3,  1855,  till  Oct  5,  1857 :  Mason  Baffinton,  from 
Oct  5,  1857,  till  April  26,  1858;  Joseph  Borden  was 
again  chosen  June  7, 1858,  and  continued  till  Jnly 
12,1860;  GarreU  Horton,  from  July  12,  1860,  till 
Jaly,  1868,  when  the  present  treasurer,  Charles  Co- 
burn,  was  elected. 

The  office  of  clerk  was  filled  by  J.  C.  Milne  from 
the  organization  of  the  church  till  Oct  4,  1853 ;  A. 
G.  Hart,  from  Oct  4,  1853,  till  April  5,  1854 ;  and 
William  S.  Robertson,  the  present  clerk,  was  elected 
May  9,  1854. 

The  church  has  licensed  three  of  its  members  to 
preach  the  gospel,  riz.,  Rev.  John  J.  Bronson,  July 
3,  1855;  Rev.  Jacob  Furrhman,  April  8,  1872;  Rev. 
Willinm  C.  Carr,Sept  1,  1872.  All  of  these  are  now 
ordaine<l  ministers. 

In  the  winter  of  1873  the  present  house  of  worship 
was  remodeled  and  refitted,  the  main  audience-room 
and  also  the  vestry  sharing  in  the  general  improve- 
ment At  the  same  time  the  additions  to  the  front  of 
the  temple  were  made,  giving  the  present  spacious  en- 
trance to  the  audience-room  and  vestry. 

The  Third  Baptist  Church/— The  Mechanics- 
ville  Baptist  Church  was  the  outgrowth  of  a  mission 
Sabbath -school  started  by  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
and  operated  under  their  direction  until  Oct  9, 1871, 
when  a  church  was  organized  with  the  foregoing 
name,  under  the  piistorate  of  Rev.  Ambler  Edson. 
The  first  officers  were  D.  H.  Dyer,  Richard  Thack- 
ray,  deacons;  William  A.  Dunn,  clerk;  Silas  B. 
Hatch,  treasurer ;  and  a  total  membership  of  twenty- 
eight 

The  church  was  recognized  as  a  regular  Baptist 
Church  by  a  council  convened  in  due  form  April  10, 
1872.  The  pastorate  of  Rev.  A.  Eklson  closed  April 
30, 1873.  During  the  following  summer  their  pulpit 
was  supplied  principally  by  Rev.  M.  C.  Thwing  and 
Rev.  J.  N.  Williams.  Rev.  F.  A.  Lockwood  became 
l>aHtor  of  tlie  church  Nov.  IG,  1873. 

The  church  was  reorganized  and  incorporated  under 
the  laws  of  Massachusetts  Marcli  2^),  1874,  as  the 
"Third  Baptist  Church  of  Fall  River."  The  pas- 
torate of  Rev.  F.  A.  Lockwood  closed  Oct.  31,  1876. 

From  the  close  of  Rev.  F.  A.  Lockwood's  pastorate 
until  Sept  20, 1878^  the  church  had  no  settled  pastor, 
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th^r  pnlpit  beiiq^  supplied  by  stedenta  frosi  Xewton 
Theological  Seminarr,  the  ■loai  proadBeBl  of  whom 
were  Rev.  IL  R  Lanniiq^  and  BeT.  Geofge  L.  Mason. 
On  the  7th  day  of  July,  1876,  IIm  dmrch  ordained 
Rev.  George  L.  MascMi  to  IIm  goapel  miaisirT  while 
he  was  stiU  a  stadent  at  Newton,  and  from  that  time 
he  supplied  the  polpil  of  the  chutliy  and  was  elected 
pastor  Maiy  2, 1878»  Mmiaii^  IIm  pastorml  office  Sept 
aO,  187S. 

Rev.  Geoige  L.  Xaaoii  reaigBed  his  pMlorate  Jaly 
IS,  1880,  to  accept  an  appoiataseot  frooi  the  BaptisI 
MisBiooary  Unioa  as  a  misaioiiary  to  Ningpo,  China. 

Since  that  time  IIm  church  haa  beeo  withoot  a  pas- 
tor, hot  has  maintained  its  appointments  and  regular 
preaciiing,  employing  stodenla  from  Newton,  the  most 
prominent  of  whom  were  Rera.  C  £.  Higgins,  L.  A. 
Eaton,  W.  F.  Slocnm,  and  W.  A.  McKillop. 

ReT.  C.  A.  Snow,  of  Tknnton,  became  acting  pastor 
Oct  1, 1882,  and  is  still  aerring  the  church  in  that 
capacity.  Present  offioera,  J.  H.  Jackson  and  Her- 
bert W.  DaTis,  deacons;  D.  H.  Dyer,  clerk;  and 
Richard  Thackray,  treasurer. 

Church  of  the  Atoenaioa'  (Frotettmat  Bpiaoo- 
pal). — ^The  first  senrice  according  to  the  ritual  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
SUtes  held  in  (what  was  then)  the  "  Tillage  of  Fall 
River"  was  conducted  by  the  Rot.  James  C  Rich- 
mond, on  a  Sunday  cTening  in  1885.  This  was  in 
the  Unitarian  house  of  worship.  The  next  pubiie 
service  was  on  July  13, 1836,  in  the  First  Congrega- 
tional Church.  The  preacher  was  the  Rev.  James 
Pratt,  of  Rhode  Island.  He  was  assisted  by  the 
Rev.  John  West,  alao  of  Rhode  Island.  This  service 
was  held  with  the  view  of  effecting  a  permanent  or- 
ganization of  the  church,  which,  however,  was  not 
accomplislied  until  two  days  after.  Then,  July  15, 
1836,  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on  Central 
Street,  a  parish  was  duly  formed  under  the  name 
(suggested  by  the  diocesan,  the  Rt  Rev.  Alexander 
Viets  Griswold,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  the  Extern  Diocese) 
of  the  Church  of  the  Ascension.  The  clergy  present 
at  the  formation  of  the  parish  were  the  Revs.  John 
West,  James  Pratt,  J.  W.  Fenner,  and  Stephen  El- 
liott, afterwards  (1841)  and  now  Bishop  of  Georgia. 
A  missionary,  the  Rev.  P.  H.  Green  leaf,  was  put  in 
charge  of  the  infant  parish,  which  consisted  of  ten 
men,  every  one  of  whom  has  passed  beyond  this 
world.  James  Ford,  Esq.,  was  senior  warden,  Job 
H.  Lawton  junior  warden,  and  Richard  W.  Batt 
secretary. 

The  first  services  were  held  in  the  hall  of  the 
Pocassct  House.  The  congregation  was  of  about 
fifty  persons,  and  the  Sunday-school  had  about 
twenty  scholars.  From  thp  Pocasset  House  the 
parish  moved  to  the  town  hall  on  Central  Street 
in  March,  1837.  Here  the  parish  worshiped  for 
three  years,  and  struggled  through  many  ditiiculties 
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And  against  much  prejudice  and  oppooitioo.  A  l«gsl 
-exUtence  and  corporate  powers  were  secured  May  1, 
1887.  In  this  Hct  oC  incorporation  are  found  tlie 
names  of  J.  H.  Lawtoii,  Cyrus  Alden,  Etq.,  William 
LaDgford,  Richard  W.  Batt,  Jaroei  Ford,  Esq.,  James 
E.  Lake,  Baylies  J.  Tnlbot,  John  Chatbiirn.  William 
Canedy,  John  Houghton,  Oeorge  Baylis,  Richard  W. 
Houghton,  Deiinifl  Brown,  Elijah  Aatle,  Joiieph  Pot- 
ter, Edward  P.  Lake,  Richard  W.  Smith,  T.  Mar- 
i]uaud,  and  Nathaniel  Munday.  Cyrus  Alden  was 
elected  senior  and  J.  H.  Lawton  junior  warden,  R. 
W.  Halt  clerk.  The  inisaionary  left  in  July,  1887. 
In  1838  [July  22d)  the  Rev.  Oeorge  U.  Randall  (af- 
terwards, 1865-73,  Bishop  of  Colorado),  immediately 
upon  hia  ordination  to  the  deaconate,  assumed  cliarge 
of  the  parish.  He  was  instituted  as  rector  August, 
1840.  Bis  ministry,  amid  many  discouragements, 
was  greatly  blessed.  In  1839  a  Bapti»t  house  of 
worahip  was  purchased.  It  was  centrally  located 
en  South  Main  Street,  and  (after  neceasary  altera- 
tions) was  Bolemnly  consecrated  in  1640  by  the  Rt. 
Rev.  Bishop  Qriswold,  A  heavy  debt  for  those  days 
and  for  the  strength  of  tlie  parish  was  coulracied  by 
this  purchase,  wliich  for  a  long  time  burdened  and 
crippled  the  church.  In  1844,  Mr.  Randall  resigned 
to  accept  the  rectorship  of  the  Church  of  the  Messiah 
in  Boston.  For  nearly  ii  yeur  there  was  no  clergy- 
man in  charge,  when  the  Uev.  A.  D.  McCoy  was  in- 
stituted rector,  April  10,  1845,  He  remained  only 
two  years.  There  was  no  rector  then  for  two  years, 
much  to  the  detriment  of  all  the  intoresi^  of  the 
parish,  when  (under  very  discouraging  circumstance))), 
on  Sunday,  April  29,  1849,  the  Rev.  E.  M.  Porter 
became  rector.  His  labors  were  blessed.  He  suc- 
ceeded, with  large  aid  from  outside  of  Fall  River,  in 
liquidating  the  debt.  The  congregation  increased, 
and  the  spiritual  life  deepened.  But  the  parish  was 
still  feeble.  The  church  was  destroyed  by  6ro  on 
Christmns-eve,  1850.  The  parish,  however,  was  not 
destroyed.  The  corner-stone  of  a  new  edifice  on  the 
same  site,  or  nearly  ho,  was  laid  in  1851.  An  address 
was  made  by  Dr.  Randall.  In  1852  (February)  the 
new  church  was  consecrated  by  the  Right  Rev.  Man- 
ton  Eaetburn,  the  Bishop  of  Massac h use tts.  It  was 
only  in  this  year  (1852)  that  the  parish  was  able  to 
do  without  missionary  aid,  which  it  had  steadily  re- 
ceived since  its  original  foruiation.  Mr.  Porter  closed 
his  labors  with  the  church  in  1868,  after  a  successful 
rectorship  of  fourteen  years,  by  far  the  longest  that 
the  parish  had  enjoyed  thus  fur.  His  name  and 
memory  are  held  in  atTectionate  remembrance. 

In  the  summer  of  18<i3  the  Rev.  A.  M.  Wylie  was 
called  to  the  rectorship.  His  resignation  was  ten- 
dered Nov.  1,  1868,  and  took  effect  in  December  fol- 
lowing. The  Rev.  John  Hewitt  succeeded  Mr.  Wylie, 
remainingonly  until  January,  1871.  The  Rev.  Henry 
E.  Hovey  became  rector  about  Easter  of  this  year,  and 
resigned  in  November,  1872.  The  Rev.  William 
McOiathery  assumed  charge  in  August,  1878,  and  re- 


signed in  the  fall  of  1875.  In  187(1  the  Rrv.  William 
T.  Fitch  was  elected  rector.  His  resignation  took 
effect  in  May,  1881.  On  the  15tb  of  May,  1 
preient  incumbent,  the  Rev.  A.  St.  John  ChambrS, 
D,D.,  assumed  cliarge  of  the  parish. 

The  history  of  the  parish  has  been  that  of  struggle 
from  the  beginning,  but  of  steady  advancement,  not- 
withstanding all  and  every  difficulty.  In  1870  the 
parish  moved  into  its  large,  costly,  and  elegant  stone 
church,  erected  upon  Rock  Street.  Its  financial  c 
ditlon.is  second  to  that  of  no  parish  in  the  city.  Its 
congregations  are  large,  and  it  is  blessed  with  a  spirit 
of  great  harmony  and  of  commendable  leal  in  all 
good  workK.  The  magnlQcent  stained-gloss  window 
in  the  front  of  tlie  chur\:h,  representing  ii 
the  Saviour  and  the  four  ovuugelist«,  is  a  memnrial 
of  the  late  Bishop  Randall,  of  Colorado,  the  Hrst 
rector.  It  was  erected  by  the  contributions  of  the 
Sunday-school. 

From  this  parish,  as  the  growth  of  Fall  River  de- 
manded, has  sprung  the  flourishing  pariHh  of  Si. 
John,  on  South  Main  Street,  now  independent  of  its 
pBrent,but  holding  pleasant  relations  with  the  mother- 
church.  The  Church  of  tiie  Ascension  lias  a  mission 
by  the  name  of  St.  Mark  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
city,  and  it  is  couteinplating  other  movements  for  the 
good  of  the  community,  the  advancement  of  the 
church,  and  (above  all  other  considerations)  to  the 
glory  of  God. 

St.  John'i  Chnroh'  is  located  near  the  Park,  on  the  i 
Main  Street,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  south  of  tha 
Ascension,  of  which  il  was  once  a  mission. 

Between  thirty  and  forty  fumilics  uoiuieetod  with 
the  old  pariah,  reuiding  at  "  the  Globe", and  farther 
nouth  towards  the  Rhode  Island  line,  found  it  in< 
venient  because  of  the  distance  to  attend  the  parish 
church  regularly  ;  it  was  also  too  far  for  the  children 
to  walk  to  Sunday -school,  hence  the  dosire  for  a 

Services  were  first  held  in  "Connoll'a  Uall,"  di- 
rectly opposite  the  present  church  building,  the  fourth 
Sunday  in  September,  1878,  by  the  Rev.  W.  T.  Fitch, 
recl4)r  of  the  Ascension. 

Tho  church,  a  plain  wooden  building,  sealing  throe 
hundred  and  fifty,  with  a  Sunday-school  room  in  the 
basement,  was  used  for  the  finit  time  Sunday,  Aug, 
16, 1880,  the  Rev.  Arthur  T,  Barrington,  assislaul  at 
the  Ascension,  officiating.  It  was  built  on  leased 
land.  The  land  has  since  been  purchased  and  fully 
paid  for.  Tho  parish  was  generously  aided,  both  in 
erecting  the  building  and  in  the  sutisequent  purchas- 
ing of  the  land,  by  churchmen  in  Boston  and  else- 
where. 

The  mission  was  organized  into  an  independent 
pariah  Easter  Monday,  1881,  with  Nathaniel  Lewis 
and  Oeorge  Wallers,  wardens.  The  Rev.  Samuel  8. 
Spear,  then  at  St.  John's,  Taunton,  was  soou  elected 
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rector,  and  took  charge  of  the  infant  parish  Sunday, 
July  3, 1881. 

The  liflt  of  communicants,  Easter,  1888,  numbered 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five,  and  there  is  a  pros- 
perous Sunday-school  of  about  three  hundred  officers 
and  scholars. 

Parish  officers :  Rector,  the  Rev.  Samuel  S.  Spear; 
Wardens,  George  Walters,  Oliver  H.  P.  Howard ; 
Treasurer,  John  Taylor;  Clerk,  Enoch  Horsfield ; 
Vestrymen,  Nathan  Crabtree,  George  Porteur,  George 
Hanson,  Richard  Fleet,  William  Wild,  William 
Wooley,  Sr.,  Alpheus  Burdick. 

The  church  property,  valued  at  seven  thousand 
dollars,  is  entirely  free  from  debt,  and  is  held  for  the 
parish  by  the  "  Trustees  of  Donations." 

The  building  has  not  yet  been  consecrated,  as  it  is 
deemed  desirable  to  make  several  needed  improve- 
ments and  additions  before  consecration. 

Christian  Church,  Franklin  Street— This  church 
was  organized  in  April,  1829,  and  in  the  following 
year  the  society  was  organized  and  the  first  church 
edifice  erected.  This  church  was  destroyed  in  the 
great  fire  of  1843,  and  in  the  following  year  the  pres- 
ent church  edifice  on  Franklin  Street  was  erected. 

The  first  pnstor  was  Rev.  Joshua  V.  Hines,  who 
was  succeeded  by  Benjamin  Taylor, H.Taylor,  James 
Taylor,  Simon  Clough,  M.  Lane,  A.  G.  Cummings, 
Jonathan  Thompson,  previous  to  1840 ;  Revs.  P.  R. 
Russell,  1841;  A.  M.  Averill,  1843;  Elijah  Shaw, 
1846;  Charles  Morgridge,  1847;  Stephen  Fellows, 
1848;  David  E.  Millard,  1852;  B.  S.  Fanton,  1855; 
Thomas  Holmes,  1863 ;  Hiram  J.  Gordon,  1866 ;  S. 
Wright  Butler,  1866.  Present  pastor.  Rev.  M.  Sum- 
merbell. 

The  North  Christian  Church  was  organized  in 
1842,  and  is  located  on  North  Main  Street,  at  Steep 
Brook.  The  pastors  of  the  church  have  been  as  fol- 
lows: Revs.  Wm.  ShurtlefT,  1861;  Moses  P.  Favor, 
1866;  Chas.  T.  Camp,  1872;  O.  P.  Bessey,  1874;  O. 
O.  Wright,  1876. 

Chnroh  of  the  New  Jernsalem.'— The  Fall  River 
Society  of  the  New  Jerusalem  was  organized  in  1864. 
It  consisted  of  seven  members.  Thirty-one  have 
been  added  since,  making  thirty-eight  in  all.  Ten 
have  died,  two  have  been  transferred  to  other  soci- 
eties. The  number  now  belonging  to  it  is  twenty-six, 
nine  of  whom  reside  out  of  the  city.  Four  of  the 
original  members  are  still  living.  Its  church  on 
Rock  Street,  between  Oherry  and  Ijocust,  was  built 
in  18G9.  The  services  were  conducted  by  lay  readers, 
except  upon  the  communion  Sabbath,  when  a  minis- 
ter officiated ;  but  in  1877  the  present  pastor,  Rev. 
John  Westall,  was  ordained  and  invited  to  devote  all 
his  time  to  the  service  of  the  society. 

The  Sabbath-school  consists  of  forty-four  scholars 
and  teachers.  The  library  contains  three  hundred 
and  fifty-!*evcn  volunicg.   '^^^^  expenses  of  the  society 


'  liy       Y.  John  WMlall. 


are  met  by  voluntary  Bubacription.    All  the  seats  of 
the  church  are  free. 

Society  of  Friends. — ^The  first  meetings  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  In  Fall  River  were  held  about  the 
year  1812,  the  attendants  coming  mostly  over  the 
river  from  Swansea  and  Somerset.  They  commenced 
public  worship  here  in  1819,  and  in  1821  erected  a 
house  of  worship,  which  was  subsequently  removed, 
and  the  present  edifice  on  North  Main  Street,  between 
Pine  and  Cherry,  was  erected  in  1836.  The  present 
overseer  is  Nathan  Chace. 

The  United  Presbyterian  Church,  Pearl  Street 
corner  of  American,  was  organized  in  1846,  and  the 
church  edifice  was  erected  in  1861.  The  pastors  have 
been  as  follows :  Revs.  David  A.  Wallace,  1861-63 ; 
William  Maclaren,  1864-67 ;  Joshua  R.  Kyle,  1869- 
76 ;  James  H.  Turnbull,  1876. 

Hebrew  Worship. — ^The  Jewish  or  Hebrew  resi- 
dents of  this  city  number  some  fifty  to  sixty  men, 
many  having  families.  Of  these  six  'are  German 
Jews,  so  called,  but  as  they  do  not  affiliate  with  the 
Polish  Israelites,  they  have  no  organized  synagogue. 
The  other  class  have  pushed  ahead,  organized  a  syna- 
gogue by  themselves,  employed  a  leader,  and  have 
kept  up  worship  for  several  months  on  Pleasant  Street. 

St.  Mary*s  Roman  Catholio  Chnroh  was  estab- 
lished in  1836,  under  the  name  of  St.  John  Baptist, 
which  was  changed  upon  the  occupation  of  the  church 
edifice  in  1866.  The  pastors  of  thischnrbh  have  been 
as  follows:  Revs.  John  Corry,  Richard  Hardy,  and 
Edward  Murphy.  Rev.  John  O'Connell  and  Corne- 
lius McSweeney  were  assistant  pastors  in  1876.  The 
present  assistant  pastors  are  Revs.  Louis  Dady  and 
James  A.  Gleason. 

Chnroh  of  the  Saored  Heart  was  organized  in 
1878.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  Matthew  McCabe, 
assisted  by  Rev.  James  Masterson.  Church  on  Linden 
Street. 

St.  Ann*s  Church  (Frenoh  Catholio)  was  organ- 
ized in  1873  by  Rev.  A.  de  Montanbrieg.  It  is  located 
on  Hunter  Street  corner  of  William.  The  present 
pastor  is  Rev.  Thomas  F.  Briscoe,  assisted  by  Rev. 
O.  F.  Clark. 

St.  Joseph's  Catholio  Chnroh  was  organized  in 
1874,  by  Rev.  William  H.  Brie.  The  present  pastor 
is  Rev.  Andrew  J.  Brady,  assisted  by  Rev.  J.  F. 
Roach.    Location,  North  Main  Street. 

St.  Patrick's  Catholio  Chnroh  was  organized  in 
1874,  by  Rev.  J.  Kelly,  who  has  since  continued  as 
pastor.    Location,  Slade  Street. 

Notre  Dame  Church  was  organized  in  1874,  by 
Rev.  P.  J.  B.  Bedard,  who  has  since  remained  as 
pastor.     Location,  Notre  Dame  corner  Ashton  Street. 

St.  Peter's  and  Paul's  parish  is  of  recent  organiza- 
tion, and  a  church  edifice  is  soon  to  be  erected.  The 
pastor  is  Rev.  Father  Doyle. 

The  Immaculate  Conception  is  also  a  new  parish, 
with  Father  Kiernan  as  pastor.  Of  the  one  hundred 
and  eighty  thousand  attendants  upon  Catholic  wor- 
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■hip  ID  the  Frovideni^e  diatrict,  about  eighty^eight 
thouxand  reside  in  lirislol,  Barnalablc,  Duten,  and 
Nantucket  Counties  of  Mauachusetts,  and  some 
twenty-eight  thousand  in  this  city.  In  the  proposal 
to  establiah  three  new  dioceaea  in  this  6tat«,  it  is  con- 
Rdentlj  expected  that  the  above  counties  will  be  set 
off  as  one  of  them,  and  Fall  Hirer  bo  conatituted  the 
cathedral  city. 

There  is  also  a  French  mission  (Baptist)  on  Pleaa- 
Knt  Street,  Euaibe  Legur,  misaionary. 


CHAPTER    XXIX. 

PALL    RIVElt.— (Oj«lii.Mrf.) 

Mount  Hope  lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.'~"  Dec.  8, 
6824.  The  petition  of  Andrew  Harris  and  othera, 
praying  for  a  charter  for  a  new  lodge  in  the  village 
of  Fall  River  and  town  of  Troy,  to  bo  called  '  Mount 
Hope,'  was  read  and  referred  to  W.  Joseph  0,  Spragiie, 
Rev.  Joeeph  Ridiurdaon,  and  Abra  Haakell. 

"The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  applica- 
tion of  Andrew  Harria  and  othera  for  a  charter  Tor  a 
lodge  in  the  town  of  Troy  have  heard  the  ropreaeu- 
tationa  on  tho  subject,  and  would  report  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitionem  ought  to  be  granted. 

■"  By  order,  J.  S.  ai'RAGUE.  Chairman. 

"  Read  and  accepted. 

"  Agreeably  to  a  commisaion  from  the  M.  W.  John 
Abbot,  Grand  Master,  dated  Aug.  3,  68ai,  directed 
and  given  U>  R.  W.  Tlioniaa  Talman,  D.  D.  G.  Maater 
for  the  Fourth  Masonic  District,  authorizing  and  em- 
ponering  him  to  constitute  Mount  Hope  Tiodgc, 
holden  at  Troy,  village  of  Fall  River,  and  Co  install 
its  otiicers,  the  1st  of  September,  S825,  was  agreed  on 
and  appointed  the  day  for  installation. 

"  On  the  evening  preceding,  to  wit,  on  the  3Ist 
day  of  August,  a  lodge  of  Past  Mastem  aascnibled  at 
the  hall  of  Mount  Hope  Lodge,  the  R.  W.  D.  D.  G. 
Master  in  the  chair,  assisted  by  R,  W.  Lemuel  Gay 
and  R.  W.  Asa  Wood  iks  Wardens,  when  the  degree  of 
Post  Master  was  conferred  on  R.  W.  Itrother  Lounder 
P.  Lovell,  the  Master  elect  of  Mount  Hope  Lodge. 
On  ihe  1st  day  of  September,  A.h.  6825,  a  Deputy 
Grand  Lodge,  consisting  wholly  of  Worthy  Present  or 
Past  MasterH  of  lodges,  assembled  at  Fall  River,  and 
was  opened  in  due  and  ancient  form.  Present,  R.  W. 
Thomas  Tiiliimu,  G.  M.  pro  ten.;  R.  W,  Benjamin 
Hunloon,  Dep.  G.  M. ;  B.  W.  James  L.  Hodgea,  H. 
G.  W. ;  R.  W.  James  W.  Croaaman,  G.  Treas. ;  R.  W. 
Asa  Wood,  G,  Sec. ;  R.  W.  George  Randall,  G.  Mar- 
ahal;  R.  W.  Rev.  Luther  Hamilton,  G.  Chap.;  R. 
W.  Samuel  Caswell,  Jr.,  S.  U.  D.;  K.  W.  Jonathan 
Reynolds,  J.  G.  D. ;  R.  W.  Nathaniel  Blake,  Ist  G. 
a.;  R.  W.Simeon  Presbury,  2d  G.S.;  R.W.Anthony 

1 0orltd  tnu  rtwrdi  of  Ui*  Orud  LodgL 


D.  Richmond,  G.  B.  B. ;  B.  W.  Thomas  Cole,  R.  W. 
Ephriam  Kempton,  G.  P. ;  B.  W.  Thomas  Shepherd, 
O.  Tyler  ;  R.  W.  Caleb  Earle,  Bearer  of  the  Book  of 
CoDStitutinua  ,-  R.  W.  John  Carlisle,  Bearer  of  tho 
Holy  Writinga. 

"A  committee,  consisting  of  R.  W.  Brothers  Hun- 
toon  and  Gay,  were  appoiiiled  to  examine  the  oRicers 
of  Mount  Hope  I»dge  as  to  their  knowledge  of  the 
lecUirea  and  work,  and  to  inspect  their  recorda  and 
by-laws.*  The  committee  having  attended  to  tlie  duty 
of  their  uppuinlment,  reported  tliat  they  found  the 
officers  well  aklUed  iu  the  lectures  and  mysteries  of 
Masonry ;  that  they  found  their  records  and  by-laws 
in  conformity  to  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Lodge, 
fairly  kept  and  duly  entered,  and  that  tliey  cbeer- 
fully  recommended  said  lodge  for  coiislitutioa  nnd 
installation. 

"This  report  having  been  unanimously  accepted 
by  the  Deputy  Grand  Lodge,  they  were  escorted  to 
the  hall  of  Mount  Hope  Lodge,  where  a  very  Urge 
procession  was  formed,  consisting  of  brethren  and 
com|)aniona  of  the  several  Moaonic  degrees. 

"Several  oUtcerK  of  the  Grand  Ijodge  of  Rhode 
Island  and  other  distinguished  memtiers  of  the  fra- 
ternity were  present,  and  united  in  the  priH^saion  ou 
the  occasion. 

"The  whole  procession,  accompanied  by  an  excel- 
lent hand  of  music,  then  moved  to  the  Baptiat Church, 
where  a  very  appropriate  and  truly  Masunic  address 
was  delivered  by  R.  W.  Rev.  Paul  Dean,  of  Boston. 

"Mount  Hope  Ijodge  waa  then  snlomnly  cunsc- 
crnted  and  dedicutod  uucunling  to  ancient  custom. 
The  acting  Grand  Moslor  then  proceeded  to  cousti* 
tute  the  brethren  into  a  regular  lodge  of  Free  mid 
Accepted  Masons,  afler  which  the  officen  elect  were 
publicly  installed  into  their  respective  oHIcea.  Their 
names  are  na  follows  r 

"  R.  W.  Leander  P.  Lovell,  M. ;  W.  Benjamin  An- 
thony, S.  W.;  W.  Joseph  Rice,  J.  W.;  Joseph  E. 
Reed,  Treaa.  ;  James  Ford,  Sec;  Augustus  B.  Eteed, 
Chap.;  Richard  Chaae,  S.  D. ;  Luciua  Smith,  J.  D.; 
Pierce  Allen,  Marshal;  John  Norris,  Oliver  Mason, 
Stewards;  Calvin  Soaver,  Tyler. 

"Alter  the  serviueo  at  the  church,  the  Deputy 
Grand  Lodge  having  completed  the  buaintea  for 
which  it  waa  assembled,  woa  uscorted  back  to  the 
room  which  bad  been  provided  for  that  accommoda- 
tion, and  closed  in  due  and  ancient  forui.  A  sump- 
tuous repast  having  been  provided  by  Mount  Hope 
I^dge,  (he  brethren  proceeded  to  the  place  of  re- 
freshment, and  united  in  the  social  festivities  of  the 


"  A  true  record  of  the  proceedings. 

Attest:  "Aba  Wood,  Z>ep.  O.  Secrelary." 

The  Masters  of  Mount  Hope  Lodge  from  Dec,  8, 
1824,  have  been  as  follows:  1825-26,  Leander  P.  Lov- 
ell ;  1827-28,  Benjamin  Anthony ;  1S29,  Daniel  Leon- 
ard;    1830,  Pcl^   H.    Earl;    1831-82.  ThooiH   P< 
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Ohaloner;  1833,  Ebenexer  Andrews;  1834-35;  Seth 
Darling;  1845-46,  Joshua  Remington  ;  1847,  Thomas 
D.  Ohaloner;  1848-49,  Daniel  Leonard;  1850,  James 
M.  Morton ;  1851-54,  Joshua  Remington ;  1855, 
Gardner  D.  Cook;  1856-68,  Robert 0.  Brown;  1859. 
Joshua  Remington;  1860-61,  James  Davenport; 
1862,  Josiah  C.  Blaisdell;  1863,  Robert  Henry ;  1864- 
65,  Charles  A.  Holmes ;  1866,  Robert  C.  Brown ;  1867, 
Charles  A.  Holmes;  1868-70,  Henry  Paddock;  1871- 
78,  A.  G.  Hart;  1874-75,  Henry  Waring;  1876,  Wil- 
liam J.  Burt ;  John  T.  Graham,  two  years ;  Nathan 
Everett,  one  year ;  Cliarles  E.  Spencer,  still  in  office. 

The  charter  members  of  the  lodge  were  Joshua 
Remington,  Thomas  D.  Chaloner,  Daniel  Leonard, 
John  P.  Winchester,  Thomas  Driver,  Samuel  B. 
Gardner,  Thomas  Killer,  James  D.  Burt,  William  B. 
Canady,  Francis  Eddy,  Gideon  Hatch,  Sabin  Blake, 
William  A.  Waite,  Jesse  Eddy,  Edward  Thompson, 
Jonathan  T.  Lincoln,  John  Eddy,  and  B.  W.  Miller. 

King  Philip  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.,  was  chartered 
Dec.  12,  1866,  the  "precedence**  to  begin  Jan.  16, 
1866.  The  charter  members  were  Joshua  Reming- 
ton, James  F.  Davenport,  Daniel  Stillwell,  George  A. 
Ballard,  E.  P.  Buffinton,  Francis  W.  Eddy,  Joseph 
Brady,  Mason  Fisher,  William  M.  Almy,  Charles  A. 
Bassett,  George  A.  Borden,  George  A.  Tower,  Silas 
Williams,  Alexander  Forbes,  D.  S.  Brigham,  T.  An- 
drew Francis,  Robert  A.  Brown,  George  E.  Hoar,  J. 
C.  Blaisdell,  James  Henry,  James  B.  Brayton,  Par- 
ker Borden,  George  W.  Billings,  William  G.  Bennett, 
L.  F.  Pease,  William  Davenport,  Thomas  L.  Brayton, 
Arthur  R.  Borden,  M.  Tootle,  Jr.,  Alden  Gilbert, 
George  W.  Gibbs,  A.  D.  Easton,  Edwin  Shaw,  E.  P. 
Haskins,  John  P.  Slade,  Perry  Giflbrd,  and  James 
Buffinton. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  Masters:  James  F.  Daven- 
port, 1865  to  October,  1868;  George  A.  Ballard,  1868 
to  October,  1869;  Charles  E.  Gifford,  1869  to  October, 
1870;  Daniel  Stillwell,  1870  to  October,  1871;  Wil- 
liam Davenport,  1871  to  October,  1872;  Thomas  G. 
Estes.  1872  to  October,  1873;  John  S.  Henry,  1878  to 
October,  1875;  Horatio  N.  Durfee,  1875  to  October, 
1876;  Charles  E.  Vickery,  1876  to  October,  1877; 
Edwnnl  T.  Marvcll,  1877  to  October,  1878;  Joseph 
L.  Buffinton,  1878  to  October,  1879;  Charles  A.  Ben- 
nett, 1879  to  October,  1880;  Enoch  J.  French,  1880 
to  October,  1881 ;  Judson  C.  McKenzie,  1881  (now  in 
office). 

Narragansett  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M.,  was  char- 
tered Dec.   13,  1876,  the  precedence  to  commence 


1  In  cunseqiience  of  the  depressed  condition  of  Mount  Ilupe  Ii*)dge, 
ftnd  of  Kroomnsonry  gonemlly,  at  a  reguUr  meeting  held  Nor.  3,  18-H5, 
it  was  Votedf  **  To  raise  a  committee  to  sell  all  the  rnriiitureof  the  lodge 
as  they  niny  deem  proper  for  tli'>  interest  of  the  Imige.**  Tha  meetings 
were  then  discontinued  until  1845,  when  the  brethren  desiring  to  reTive 
the  interest  in  Freemnsonry  snd  reenme  their  meetings  as  a  lodge,  find- 
ing  that  the' original  charter,  with  other  furniture,  had  been  deetix)yed 
by  the  great  fire  of  July  2, 1M3,  obtained  a  new  charter,  which  declares 
the  prece<b*uce  of  the  loilge  to  dnto  from  Dec.  8, 1824,  that  being  the  data' 
of  the  original  charter. 


Dec.  80,  1875.  The  charter  members  were  James 
Davis,  Daniel  Stevens,  William  Roderick  Robertson, 
G^rge  Leonard  Walker,  William  Henry  Brow, 
Edwin  Jackson  Dyer,  Robert  Macfarlane,  Charles  Sil- 
vester Norman,  John  McKean,  Mark  Phillips,  Chaun- 
cey  Howe  Sears,  Bennett  Cook,  James  Henry  Mini- 
ken,  John  Whi taker,  Jeremiah  Rodgers  Elsbree, 
Aimie  Benjamin  Bruneau,  James  Barney  Chace,  Rob- 
ert Hampson,  Alexander  Jeffisrson  Wilcox,  John 
Adams  Tourtellot,  Edmund  Whitehead,  Edwin  Cush- 
ing  Phillips,  Leon  Eugene  Sweet,  Robert  Hammer- 
ton,  Thomas  Francis  Vickery,  David  Smith,  Abner 
Luther  Howard,  Asa  Wilson  Gifibrd,  James  Francis 
Davis,  Everett  Bemis  Dyer,  Rodney  Augustus  Moore, 
Joseph  Harrison,  Samuel  Miirk  Standing,  Philip 
Roberts,  Charles  Frederick  Tripp,  Robert  Johnston 
Adams,  Joseph  Hyde,  Walter  Thackery. 

The  Fall  River  Royal  Aroh  Chapter  was  char- 
tered Jan.  9,  1865,  "  to  take  rank,  date,  and  prece- 
dence from  the  7th  day  of  June,  1864.'^  The  follow- 
ing were  the  charter  members:  Thomas  D.  Chaloner, 
Joshua  Remington,  Robert  C.  Brown,  Abner  L.  West- 
gate,  Charles  A.  Holmes,  Daniel  Stillwell,  James  C. 
Stafford,  James  Davenport,  Robert  Henry,  Silas 
Williams,  James  B.  Brayton,  Jonathan  £.  Morrill, 
Alden  Gilbert,  Williams  A.  Burt,  Lemuel  Hall, 
George  A.  Towei«  William  Breeton,  Eber  Slade,  Jona- 
than T.  Lincoln,  John  Whitaker,  John  Shepley,  John 
B.  Whitaker,  Joseph  Brady,  John  G.  Tinkham, 
Charles  F.  Langford,  James  Davis,  Samuel  Root, 
William  G.  Bennett,  George  E.  Hoar,  Mason  Fisher, 
John  P.  Slade,  Joel  Wood,  William  Davenport,  Jireh 
B.  Pettey,  Humphrey  A.  Francis,  and  Silas  P.  Rich- 
mond. 

Robert  C.  Brown  was  first  High  Priest,  Robert' 
Henry  first  King,  and  Joshua  Remington  first  Scribe. 
The  Grand  Chapter  officers  at  this  time  were  Solon 
Thornton,  Grand  High  Priest ;  Caleb  Rand,  Deputy 
Grand  High  Priest;  Albert  E.  Foth,  Grand  King; 
Wanton  T.  Drew,  Grand  Scribe;  Thomas  Waterman, 
Grand  Secretary. 

The  Past  High  Priests  are  as  follows:  Robert  C. 
Brown,  Robert  Henry,  George  A.  Ballard,  Henry 
Paddock,  Hiram  C.  Harrington,  Gideon  F.  Tomp- 
kins, Alfred  H.  Hartley. 

Godfrey  Be  Bouillon  Commandery  was  chartered 
Oct.  13, 1868,  "  to  take  rank  and  precedence  from  May 
9,  1868."  The  charter  members  were  Robert  Car- 
ver Brown,  Robert  Henry,  James  Franklin  Daven- 
port, James  Henry,  John  Palmer  Slade,  Silas  Wil- 
liams, William  Davenport,  Charles  Edwin  Crtse,  Jo- 
seph Brady,  Henry  Paddock,  John  Shepley,  John 
Birtwistle  Whitaker,  George  Andros  Borden,  Mason 
Fisher,  James  Davis,  Edward  Shove  Anthony,  Wil- 
liam Preston,  Leander  Davenport  Wilbur,  Charles 
Ellis  Gifford,  Daniel  Edson  Chace,  James  Crosby 
Ramsay,  Perry  Gifford,  Francis  Wilmarth  Eddy, 
William  Macomber  Almy,  Daniel  W.  Baldwin,  James 
Barney  Chace,  George  Alvan  Ballard,  Thomas  Lyn- 
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don  UrsyCoD,  JnniM  Buffinlon,  Abtier  Lewia  Weat- 
gate,  Frederick  William  Macoinber,  Elisha  Oook 
Hathaway,  John  Whitaker,  George  Edward  MoEir, 
JoBiah  Oolemau  BUJBdell,  AITred  Heury  Hartley, 
Thomaa  Francis  Vlckery,  William  Gray  Bennett, 
Thoniaa  Durfee  Cbaloner,  William  Wait  Stewart, 
Joe!  Wood. 

Robert  Henry  was  first  Comniander,  Janien  F. 
Dnvenport  tirsl  OencrallisBimo,  and  Henry  Paddock 
firel  Captain -General. 

The  Eminent  Commanders  have  been  aa  follows: 
Bobert  Henry,  R.  C.  Brown.  S.  W.  Butler,  John  B. 
Whitaker,  George  A.  Ballard,  Charles  E.  Gifford,  A. 
H.  Hartley,  Albert  F.  Dow,  and  Henry  Waring. 

Military  Record,  1861-66.— Fall  River  responded 
promptly  to  the  cull  of  her  imperiled  country  during 
the  war  of  the  Kelicllion,' and  only  aix  dnya  after 
the  firing  upon  Fort  Sumter,  April  19,  1861,  a  "  war 
meeting"  woa  held  at  the  City  Hall.  The  meeting 
was  called  to  order  by  Hon.  N.  B.  Borden,  who  rend 
the  call,  was  chosen  ehairman,  and  made  the  opening 
addreea.  Speechee  were  also  made  by  David  Anthony, 
James  Ford,  Hon.  James  BufRulon,  Dr.  Foster 
Hooper,  John  CollinB,  John  Weetall,  J.  C.  Blaisdell, 
E.  T,  Davis,  and  Walter  0.  Durfee.  Dr.  Hooper 
offered  the  following  re^olutiona,  which  were  adopted 
by  acclamation :  %  • 


On  April  24th  the  committee  of  the  City  Council 
to  whom  these  resolutions  wore  referred  reporteil  tin 
follows : 


GlUiDM  aha  hhj  Sola  ■  BlilUk  cuoi- 
llug  In  kw,  plulfsd  U  nuJn  BilJiUrj 
nqulnid,  wh*lli«r  bjr  (DlUsrily  of  Ills 
irnaitnl,  {Ji*iv  b*  pkld  rntm  th«  dij 


BUU  ur  Ibg  tlull 


Krrlfi;  md  thtfmn*r,  hir  ki 


The  order  was  adopted  by  the  City  Council,  and 
ten  tlioiisand  dollars  were  appropriated  in  accord- 
ance therewitli.  Meanwhile  enlistmento  were  rapidly 
going  on.  A  company  was  already  partly  formed 
under  Lieut,  Cushing,  who  had  Beeu  service  in  the 


Mexican  war,  and  a  rifle  company,  compmed  ofaome 
of  the  best  young  men  in  the  town,  waa  being  or- 
ganized under  Capt.  [afterward)  Lleul.-Cul.)  C.  W. 
Greene.  Fall  River  wm  the  third  iu  the  lint  of  sp- 
pllcants  In  the  commonwealtli  to  Governor  Andrew 
for  permtsaion  to  raise  military  companies.  April 
29lh  the  mayor  waa  requested  to  apply  to  the  State 
Buthorilieit  to  furninh  two  hundred  muaketa  for  the 
two  companies  orgHniied  in  the  city.  These  were 
mustered  into  the  United  States  service  June  11, 
18B1,  and  formed  companiea  A  and  B  of  the  Seventh 
MaMacbiisetts  Regiment  of  Volunteers,  commanded 
by  Col.  (atterwarda  Gen.)  D.  N.  Couch,  of  Taun- 
ton, and  by  Lieut, -Col.  Chester  W.  Greene,  of  (hia 
city.  Besides  the  above-mentioned  companiee,  a  third 
waa  formed,  composed  mainly  of  "  adopted  citi- 
zens,"  It  was  not  deemed  expedient,  however,  for 
them  to  be  muatered  into  service  at  the  time,  and 
June  &,  1S61,  the  city  government  voted  that  twelve 
dollars  be  paid  to  each  member,  and  they  were  dis- 
banded. In  September,  IStil,  a  bonuty  of  fifteen 
dollars  waa  authorised  to  be  paid  tu  each  volunteer 
who  should  join  a  company  then  forming,  which 
was  nnerwards  mustered  into  active  service. 

The  first  Fall  Kivcr  soldier  who  fell  in  the  slruggla 
for  the  nation's  life  was  Nathaniel  S.  Gerry,  a  private 
in  Company  A,  Seventh  Regiment  Mawncbusctti 
Volunteers,  And  the  first  commissioned  officer  waa 
Lieut.  Jesse  D.  Bullock,  of  the  same  regiment,,  who 
dioil  June  25,  18<;'2,  from  wounds  received  at  the 
battle  of  FairOuku. 

During  the  war  the  city  Airnished  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-five  men,  thirty-seven  of  whom  were  com- 
missioned officers.  The  roll  of  one  liundred  and 
sixty-three  names  of  fallen  heroes  on  the  soldtcra' 
mrinument  in  Oak  Grove  Goro<;t«ry  ahows  in  part 
only  the  sacrifice  in  human  life  made  by  Fall  Itiver 
in  the  struggle  for  national  existence. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  different  regi- 
ment* iu  which  Fall  River  men  served  :  Iu  the  three 
years'  regiments  of  MosHachusetta  volunteers,  the  city 
furnished  Companies  A  and  It  of  the  Seventh  Regi- 
ment; Compriny  G,  Twenty-sixth  Itcgimont;  ii  hirge 
portion  of  Companies  F  and  (i,  Filty-uighth  Regl- 
meul;  and  a  number  of  men  for  the  Ninth,  Eleventh, 
Twelfth,  Sixteenth,  Seventeenth,  Eighteenth,  Nine- 
teenth, Twentieth,  Twenty-second,  Twenty -fourth, 
Twenty-fifth,  Twenty -eiglitii.  Twenty-ninth,  Thirty- 
second,  Thirty-third,  Thirty -seventh,  Thirty-nintli, 
Fortieth,  Fifly-fourth,  and  Fifty-seventh  Regiments 
of  infantry ;  also  for  the  Fiah  and  Sixth  Batteries  of 
light  artillery.  Second  and  Third  Regiments  and 
First  Battalion  of  heavy  artillery;  and  fur  the  Fintt, 
Second,  Fourth,  and  Fifth  Regiments  of  cavalry.  Be- 
sides the  above.  Fall  River  men  also  served  iu  the 
regular  army,  general  service,  signal  service,  and  ia 
regiments  from  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
and  Illinois.  Four  hundred  and  ninety-seven  men 
from  Fall  Itiver  also  iierved  in  the  United  Stutee  navy. 
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In  the  Khort-term  service  the  city  furnished  Compan- 
ies C  and  D,  Third  Regiment  (nine  months) ;  also  a 
number  for  tlie  Eighth,  Forty-third,  Forty-six tli/ 
Forty-seventh,  and  Forty-eighth  Regiments  (nine 
months) ;  for  the  Sixty-first  Regiment  (one  year) ; 
Company  D, Sixteenth  Regiment  (one  hundred  days) ; 
Fifth  Unattached  Company  (ninety  days) ;  Twenty- 
first  Company  (one  hundred  days) ;  and  also  men  for 
the  Fiah,  Fifteenth,  Eighteenth,  and  Twenty-fourth 
Unattached  Companies  (one  hundred  days). 

The  amount  of  money  appropriated  and  expended 
by  the  city  on  account  of  the  war,  exclusive  of  State 
aid,  was  $107,828.03.  The  sums  of  money  raised  and 
expended  by  the  city  during  the  years  of  the  war  for 
State  aid  to  soldiers'  families,  and  which  were  repaid 
by  the  commonwealth,  were:  In  18G1,  $7262.25 ;  in 
1862,  $29,771.67 ;  in  1863,  $36,476. 10;  in  1 864,  $34,000; 
in  1865,  $20,000 ;  total  amount,  $127,510.02. 

The  city  was  fortunate  in  having  for  municipal 
oflScers,  as  well  a.<i  in  other  places  of  power  and  trust, 
men  of  high  integrity  and  undoubted  patriotism. 
The  mayor  through  the  entire  crisis  was  Hon.  £.  P. 
BuflSnton.  He  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  and 
commanded  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  his 
labors  were  incessant  and  untiring.  The  aldermen 
during  the  years  of  the  war,  all  of  whom  were  sub- 
stantial and  trustworthy  citizens,  and  steadfastly  co- 
operated with  the  mayor  in  his  labors,  were  in  1861 
George  H.  Eddy,  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  Asa  Pettey, 
Jr.,  John  Mason,  Jr.,  James  Ford,  Job  B.  Ashley ;  in 
1862,  Joseph  Borden,  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  Asa  Pet- 
tey, Jr.,  John  Mason,  Jr,^  James  Ford,  Job  B.  Ashley ; 
in  1863,  Samuel  Hathaway,  Joseph  Borden,  Nathaniel 
B.  Borden,  Benjamin  Covel,  Charles  O.  Shove,  Walter 
Paine  (3d);  in  1864,  Weaver  Osborn,  Joshua  Rem- 
ington, Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  Daniel  Stillwell,  Walter 
Paine  (3d),  Philip  D.  Borden  ;  in  1865,  James  Henry, 
Joshua  Remington,  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  Daniel 
Stillwell,  Walter  Paine  (3d),  Philip  D.  Borden. 

The  member  of  Congress  from  this  district  during 
the  war,  and  to  whom  the  city  is  as  largely  indebted 
|)erhaps  as  to  anyone  man,  was  Hon.  James  Buffinton. 
Mr.  Buffinton  enliKted  as  a  private  in  Company  A, 
Seventh  Massachusetts  Regiment,  at  an  early  hour  of 
its  organization,  and  positively  declined  to  be  elected 
to  any  office  therein.  He  took  part  in  its  preparatory 
drills  and  movements,  marching  in  the  ranks,  and 
went  with  it  when  it  was  mustered  into  service.  At 
Camp  Brightwood,  Washington,  he  was  appointed 
adjutant  of  the  regiment  under  Col.  Couch.  He  per- 
formed the  duties  of  his  position  until  the  fall  session 
of  Congress  in  1861,  when  his  constituents  demanded 
his  discharge  and  the  resumption  of  his  seat  in  Con- 
gress. 

The  women  of  Fall  River  during  the  struggle  were 
worthy  of  the  city  and  of  the  cause.  As  early  as 
April  27,  1861,  a  ladies'  sewing  society  was  organ- 
ized. For  six  weeks  the  members  met  daily,  working 
from   morning  until   evening,  and  afterwards   they 


usually  came  together  one  afternoon  in  each  week. 
Many  other  meetings  were  held  for  work  and  con- 
sultation, and  sevend  ladies  did  their  work  for  the 
society  at  their  own  dwellings.  Mrs.  Richard  Bor- 
den was  the  president ;  Mrs.  Avis  Ames,  vice-presi- 
dent; and  Miss  A.  C.  G.  Canedy,  secretary.  The 
committee  of  arrangements  comprised  twenty-two  of 
the  prominent  ladies  of  the  town,  and  the  society  re- 
tained its  organization  from  April  27, 1861,  to  July  28, 
1865,  with  some  change  in  its  officers,  although  Mrs. 
Borden  remained  its  president  during  the  entire 
period.  Mrs.  Caroline  Borden,  the  treasurer,  Mrs. 
Ames,  Mrs.  William  Munday,  Mrs.  S.  Angier  Chace, 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Brayton,  Mrs.  Mary  Young,  Mrs.  Fos- 
ter Hooper,  Mrs.  Mary  Durfee,  and  many  other  ladies 
rendered  valuable  services.  The  society  received 
during  the  time  of  its  existence  13347.76  in  cash, 
which  was  properly  expended  for  materials  to  be 
made  up  for  the  soldiers.  Among  the  articles  fur- 
nished were  200  soldiers'  uniforms,  231  bed-sacks, 
131  bed-quilts,  365  bed-comforters,  87  blankets,  355 
sheets,  262  pillows,  807  pillow-cases,  167  cushions  for 
wounds,  90  dressing-gowns,  380  cotton  shirts,  292 
flannel  shirts,  284  shirts,  209  drawers,  1164  pairs 
woolen  hoee.  1365  handkerchief,  2246  towels,  5589 
yards,  323  rolls,  1  box,  and  4  bundles  of  bandages, 
127  boxes  of  lint,  and  a  great  number  and  variety  of 
other  articles,  including  pin-cushions,  wines,  jellies, 
pictures,  newspapers,  books,  etc  A  childreu's  lint 
society  was  also  kept  up  during  the  war,  alternating 
its  meetings  at  the  different  homes  of  the  children. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  those  who  enlisted  from 
Fall  River  during  the  late  war  of  the  Rebellion : 


Adamt,  CliArlcs  P. 
Allen,  Thcodor*  D. 
Allen,  Gharka  C 
Anthony,  Chnrlf*  W. 
Andenon,  Aadrnw. 
Andenon,  Jolia. 
Adnna,  WlUiam. 
Allhani,  TIkhmm. 
Anderaon,  John. 
A  ah  ton,  Thomas. 
Ally,  Joalah  8. 
Adana,  Goorgv  F. 
Aldrich,  AahM. 
AlUiam,  Gaorge. 
Anttln,  Francis  L. 
Andrews,  Thomas  A. 
Austin,  Thonnas  A. 
Ash,  Thoous. 
Alden,  Frederick  D. 
Albert,  BIchard  W. 
Ardean,  WHllam. 
Aniean,  Thomas. 
Anderson,  James. 
Allen,  Theodore  A. 
Adiims,  Tmncis  M. 
Albert,  Janies. 
Alblnwon,  James. 
Allen,  George  F. 
Alchom,  George,  Jr. 
Arnold,  Gilbert  D. 
Adams,  Williara. 
Albro,  George  F. 
Atwond,  TIsdale. 


AMtin,  William  H. 
Alliro,  Oaidaer  D. 
Alrborn,  Oaonca. 
Albro,  Gharlca  K. 
Altham^  Gaorge. 
Bart,  John  B. 
Boomar,  Nathan  H. 
novaa,BBri  L 
Baanmont,  Joaeph. 
Borden,  Anhnr  B. 
Banneit,  Ilenry  B. 
Borgtas,  Syah  F. 
Bennett,  Fmnds  T. 
BorgisB,  Frsaq^n  B. 
Barker,  Frank. 
Bramwood,  WUliam. 
Baldwin,  Amoa. 
Brightmaa,  James  L. 
Brady,  Martin. 
Brajton,  Thomas  L. 
Brown,  George  W. 
Bnllock,  JesM  D. 
Bnfflnton,  Israel. 
Brightman,  Henry  W. 
Barrows,  Isaac  H. 
Blg^low.  Lndns  T. 
Brock  leh  n  ret,  Joh  n . 
Bollock,  Job  F. 
Brown,  William  A. 
Brigga,  Andrew  J. 
Beers,  Ilinim  L. 
Birtwell,  Thomas  K. 
Brown,  Henry  K. 
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BmitliK.  WIllluB. 
BooUi,  WIIUui. 
Durd>i.,Thi>nuJ. 


Bon]>q,  01.rl.  P, 

B«nb,  JuwpU. 

Booth.  G-o.*.. 

B™»h,  WillloiB. 

B«k,  Jol.n  I. 

BoBrn.,  Jwph. 

DlWl]',  JUUH. 

Bona,  JuMirii. 

Brld(^Ju,«L 

B<l.»».  JUIUH  T. 

Bait,  CtanrlH  B. 

B— .It.KllWT. 

Bnwutll,  WlllluB  T. 

ft.rJ.1..  0«i^  H. 

BH«gt,  NMIiuld, 

Bni,,J«n«. 

B..ll»ck.M<«.A. 

B.rlo.,Jun«. 

Burka,  Pulrlck. 

bux.,b>u,eaiD»>Lll. 

DorK  rnncU. 

Birnill,  WMklufUu 

Bildoiu.J.mxII. 

BooBiM,  KpbnJin. 

Bo.l"P,Jol.i.. 

B«™H>r,D..id8. 

Bonlen,  St<pl.*D  B. 

Bordsn,  Prina  B. 

Bu(l.r.J>a>«. 

Bo-.i.,Air.BL 

Dordtn,  A)pfa<ii>». 

BlVKHl.  JtBl«l 

aardnn.Jofan  A. 

Buokllii,<3»rg.  W. 

Bu>b,UllnrP. 

Bn.Jlon,8wpb»n». 

B.m<»,  Jtwpb. 

B<.w.™.J-eph. 

fl.jll«.0«.g,. 

B«l..i<,J>-in«t. 

B^,d,u.  luwvl.  0. 

BrlibUuu,  Wifffla 
BuiIibiD,  Jiiuv*  A, 
Brl«(>,  WllJbun  A. 


BunloD,  lllnin  C. 


Obao,  Hlno. 


•  uipbgll.JubnB. 


lli»,auph*ii. 
ilitfll.  Putrkk. 


OtuHbill.lUiiiBBd: 
CHHll.TbumuH. 
OBDi»rd,J.i>>HB. 
Cook.  Obnrlet  n. 

Crapu,  Vnoeto  H. 

OuldWlll.  WJllltB. 

r«D>6j^n,  Jubu  A. 
0»h,  Wllllun. 


I>n«lx,  WlllUm  B. 
luicc,  WIllUu  a. 
>D»>1«IL,  Alunudiir. 


FALL  BIVBR. 


367 


Dollard,  Giurret. 
Deplitdi,  WIlllMn. 
U^limift,  Jftmet  L. 
Dixon,  Juniefl. 
DoloMin,  JoMpli. 
Diirfre,  Samael  T. 
Dftrilng,  John  A. 
Dftvol,  John  N. 
DatoI,  John,  Jr. 
DatIs,  John  R. 
DftTlt,  John  P. 
DonoTiin,  Kdward  M. 
Diicoy,  Tlmothj. 
DoUn,  Androw. 
Dowiro,  WilllAm. 
Dillon,  John. 
Doraej,  Kdward. 
Dnvls,  William  L. 
Delaney,  Janiw. 
Dnnn,  John. 
Doamond,  C»rn«llii«. 
Driver,  WilllAm. 
Dc«n,  Thomns  8. 
Devine,  Michael. 
Dugan,  John. 
Druhan,  John  E. 
Dnvallj.  John  J. 
Dojle,  Michael. 
Dailey,  Thomas. 
Dwight,  Delola. 
Dnrfee,  Jooeph. 
Duffy,  Kdwnrd. 
Drlecoll,  Kdward  0. 
Diirfee,  Andrew. 
lK>rloy,  Thomna. 
Drennan,  Richard. 
Dolan,  Charles. 
Dixon,  Thomas. 
Dean,  George  D. 
Drennan,  John. 
Dlmoran,  Timothy. 
Downey,  John. 
Deplltch,  Jonathan. 
Dyer,  Everett  D. 
DaTol,  Bradrnrd  D. 
De  Oaro,  Frank. 
Dennis,  Robert  8. 
Dnnnlng,  Harlllo  P. 
Dailey,  Archibald  D. 
Davis,  Albert 
Davis,  Alonso  B. 
Dailey,  John. 
Dennan,  John  0. 
Devine,  John. 
Desmond,  Dennis. 
Doherty,  Thomas. 
Dougherty,  Philip. 
Dongherty,  Ilngh. 
Driscoll,  Daniel. 
Drisooll,  Michael. 
Dngan,  Michael. 
Diigan,  John. 
Downing,  Thomas. 
Dailey,  Thomas. 
Dowlre,  John. 
Dewire,  Patrick. 
Dorman,  John. 
Donovan,  Patrick. 
Driscoll,  Patrick. 
DeUney,  Thomas. 
Davli,  Albert. 
Davis,  William. 
Dearden,  James. 
Daley,"  John. 
Droyer,  Thomas. 
Desmond,  Jliim/>hr0/. 
Donnelly,  Jaote*. 


Dvnnlvan,  John. 
Delaney,  Jamas. 
Dnrfer,  Richard. 
Eddy,  Jesse  F. 
Elsbrer,  Frederick  0. 
Elsbrer,  Edwin  P. 
Eaton,  Jofliah  J. 
Eaton,  Henry  A. 
Emmer,  John  B. 
Elsbrer,  Almansa  S. 
Evans,  James. 
Bastham,  William. 
Emerson,  William. 
Edge,  Samnel. 
Elsbrer,  Joseph  R. 
England,  George. 
Emery,  Benjamin. 
Eddy,  James  0. 
Easton,  Alexander  D. 
Earlfs,  Newton  R. 
EocloB,  Tliomas. 
Ellis,  Simeon. 
Elts,  William. 
Evans,  Franklin. 
Eddy,  George. 
Fish,  John  R. 
Farnsworth,  William  H. 
Finneran,  John. 
Fleet,  James. 
Farrar,  Patrick  F. 
Farnsworth,  Henry. 
Flaherty,  James. 
Fleet,  George. 
Fitzgerald,  James. 
Field,  Daniel  L. 
Foley,  John. 
Finnimery,  Thomas. 
French,  Asa  B. 
Flynn,  Nicholas. 
Ford,  Nathaniel. 
Flske,  Bei^nmin  L. 
Fltigibbons,  Thomas. 
Fielding,  Robert 
Farren,  P.  Henry  8. 
Freelove,  Richmond  D. 
Frawley,  Patrick. 
Francis,  William. 
Folger,  David  J. 
Flnherty,  John. 
Fay,  Edward  A. 
Fulce,  James. 
Finley,  William. 
French,  William  H. 
Foster,  John. 
Fltisimmons,  Martin. 
FreebofEn*  Orlin  J. 
Field,  Ghartcs  F. 
Freelove,  Henry  B. 
Fagan,  Robert. 
Fraxler,  Thomas. 
Franklin,  George  A. 
Frawley,  Henry. 
Fish,  Joeeph  H. 
Fairbank,  George  0. 
Ferguson,  Andrew. 
French,  Edward  A. 
Frasler,  John. 
Fish,  Ana  F. 
Flalierty,  Thomas  C. 
Frawley,  John. 
Fielding,  Michael. 
Fleet,  John. 
Ford,  John  W. 
Fish,  William. 
Fish,  Andrew  E. 
FHi,  William  E. 
French,  George  H. 


Greene,  Chester  W. 
Greenhalgh,  John  H. 
Greene,  JAmea  E. 
Gerry,  Bei^amln  F. 
Greene,  John  E. 
Gregory,  Robert 
Gerry,  Nathaniel. 
Gifford,  George  W. 
GrimMhaw,  John. 
Gon,  Walter  8. 
Galllgan,  Bartley. 
Grinnell,  Richard. 
Goalin,  John. 
Grinnell,  William  T. 
Garvey,  Andrew. 
Gardner,  81dney. 
Greene,  Daniel. 
Greene,  Joseph. 
Ghilden,  Benjamin. 
Griffln,  Thomas. 
Grant,  Ellhn. 
Gmsh,  George  G. 
Graham,  William. 
Gilbert  Thomas. 
Grant  George  A. 
Greene,  Dennlt. 
Gmsh,  Frederick  A. 
Goelln,  James. 
Oleason,  Jamea. 
Guyman,  Michael. 
Gordon,  Charles. 
Griflln,  Thomas. 
Garvey,  John. 
Goniler,  John. 
Griflltha,  Thomas  W. 
Grinnell,  James  B. 
Giflord,  James  W, 
Gregory,  James. 
Greenhalgh,  Joeeph. 
Grady,  Michael. 
Gavin,  Patrick. 
Greenhalgh,  James. 
Gage,  Alexander. 
Greene,  Benjamin. 
Glflbrd,  David  8. 
Graham,  George. 
Gray,  Edward  M. 
Gannon,  Thomaa. 
Canning,  Thomas. 
Giflord,  Joseph  P. 
Gifford,  AlmAnsA  P. 
Greene,  Cornelias. 
Greene,  Daniel  8. 
Goodier,  Samnel. 
Gifford,  Aba  W. 
Gerry,  Charles. 
Gleason,  Daniel. 
Goff,  William  r. 
Hayden,  Frank  B. 
Hall,  Charles. 
Harding,  Christopher. 
Herin,  Patrick. 
Hill,  William. 
Hanipson,  William. 
Harding,  Lawrence. 
Hamer,  John, 
llaxeltine,  William. 
Hambly,  John  G. 
Hedge,  Lemuel  M. 
llohiies,  Peter  A. 
Hadfleld,  Thomas. 
Hathaway,  Warren, 
llarrihan,  Thomaa. 
Holehouae,  Jamea. 
Holehouae,  John. 
Harding,  Jamea. 
Uogan,  Patrick. 


Halden,  James. 
Hoar,  Charles  P. 
HlgginbottMn,  John. 
Harrington,  Timothy. 
HamUIn,  William. 
Harrison,  Joaeph. 
Hoar,  John. 
Haoly,  MIehael. 
Haggerty,  James. 
Hedge,  Mortimer. 
Henrys,  William. 
Hosmor,  James  L. 
Hart,  Ferdinand  B. 
^HS9tPT^t  John. 
Horsman,  John. 
Horsman,  Fraods. 
Hart,  Isaao  L. 
Hill,  Joseph. 
Hubbard,  Rossell. 
Hayston,  Thomas. 
Hinckley,  8amael  B. 
Holt,  Jamsa. 
Hanson,  George. 
Haekley,  John. 
Harrington,  Timothy. 
Harrington,  Daniel. 
Hoolan,  Michael. 
Harrington,  Jolin. 
Haywood,  Abram. 
HIgham,  Wlllhun. 
Halmer,  Theodore. 
Haley,  Jeremiah  C. 
Hunt,  Albert  B. 
Harding,  Charles. 
Uolden,  George. 
Holland,  Daniel. 
Uolley,  William. 
Handy,  John. 
Harrington,  Jeremiah. 
Hayes,  John. 
HasU^  WllUam  A. 
Hill,  Thomas. 
Hill,  Charles  F. 
Harrington,  Mark. 
Haaley,  Jamea. 
Howard,  diaries  A. 
Hayes,  Qnlnlan. 
Healy,  James. 
Hayes,  Samnel  A. 
Haekley,  WlllUm. 
Holloway,  Abram  P. 
Holland,  Cornelius. 
Hill,  Leander  U. 
,  Howard,  Oliver  H.  P. 
Hathaway,  Thomaa  8. 
Hathaway,  Charles  W. 
Hallsworth,  Jamsa. 
HanK>n,  Philip. 
Harvey,  John. 
Harrington,  James. 
Hayas,  Patrick.    . 
Harris,  Abraham. 
Hathaway,  Henry  W. 
Healy,  Timothy. 
Henry,  Jamee. 
HIbbert,  William. 
Hynes,  John. 
HIbbert  Samuel. 
Hathaway,  Edmnnd. 
Henry,  James  W. 
Hillard,  Charlee. 
Horsman,  Joeeph. 
Harroll,  Richard. 
Hamilton,  James. 
HlUard,  Oscar  A. 
Ilargraves,  William. 
UHthaway,  Samuel  W. 
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Burlia,  WnilmD. 
B«nn>lt,  WIllliBi  H. 
Bbim,  Purlck. 
Brov,  Aanw.Jr. 
Brawn,  Bolarl  A.    - 
Banltai,  Onrtti. 
Bun,  ChailM  A. 
Bardtn.ChrkP. 
Booth,  Orori*. 
BMk,  JoliD  I. 
BndJiJunii. 
Boo(ti,BlcbiliC 
Bm«,J(umT. 

BuMt.  nioiT. 

Bnftai,  Iboniu  J. 
Bndd,  Nulunlll. 
Bniwii,  llBndtnau. 
Bullock.  HcMi  A. 
Bach lu Din,  Ooarfo  '^' 


Dumi.  Tbanuu. 
Dunllnt.  WJIIkm. 
llaolL,WlllUm. 

Bunlan.TbniDU  J. 
BikDr,  Wlltlim  B. 

BnnliilDa,  CLulM. 
BiilblintD.OIiirlail. 


Boidn.  Alpbouo. 

Bmjtuu,  Jhium. 

Chnrcblll,Jad.hS. 

OBiiiir;,  Jubn. 

II»<lu,Job»A. 

OirT.Jubii. 

OtfBai-ll,Tbi)o.lori. 

Buckllii,<J«)rpi  W. 

Bu.I,,OMtmP. 

Ou]»u.i>,  Ndnn. 

abK<i,TbiinBUW. 

Bmllon,  Sltpbsn  F. 

Olblll,  TlioBU  L. 

Ot'nlltr.WaltuB. 

B.w«,Jv-pl.. 

B^jliui,  OH>rg>. 

Cb«^B.yllMlt. 

Ooniuii,  I'bilip. 

D.h»,J.n>«. 

Burd<i,,JuHH>0. 

Cbict,  JoHph  A. 

OW..IJ,  rn.Bk. 

nndbnrj.Winiun. 

Cbcl,™.,,.  IXi.1.1. 

Oouw.y.  Joliu. 

Biuir,  Fnuk  E. 

Ou|«l.l.d,  Cbu-lo.  D. 

Q.rtM»,lll«l«.l. 

DakDr.Altnmlf. 

Cnliblun.TUomuJ- 

C™t,.  H».lH. 

Br«dln,T)«ilil. 

Bn>w,Ju.,M. 

OUrk.  U.i,ry. 

Cliurcb.  Uaor(i  J. 

B*Fknr,J*raiDUh  D. 

B«w».  Albert  T. 

ObirkHP,  BdwlB. 

Ou-rl(ai,,  Julia. 

l>™i«,8l«r™L, 

iV>lll.D.J.pi«E. 

OQif«h.ll.ftlu.nndD. 

UflDOJ,  jMOllh. 

Brlililuun,  Wllllvn  B. 

ft,rd»i,,  ll.ur,8. 

Cmi».11,TIiobiuN. 

ChIIIh,  I'tMr. 

BMdM,  ClimrlH  C. 

Ik.r<b^n.  WillliDi, 

Ouunsrn,  Jiai«  ■. 

Bunin,  Ai>Ul>1. 

Uiwlr,  John. 

Cook.  Chanel  11. 

Cou«btlD,  UiulBa. 

Urlglimitii,  J>ini«. 

Doijutr,  AloiDdtr. 

Cl,.«,Q«rg.N. 

]ln>W[i.&»ii>i.l. 

UwiD,Dr,])i.tLdT. 

Cnipo,  rraucta  U. 

Dj«,  D..ld  II. 

Bnulbiiry.  Rob.rU 

Brawq.  IMtrick. 

Cold  wall,  WllllMB. 

Bru«ll,Tb<imu. 

»riM,,Ch«l=.8. 

CUUUUD,  JobB  A. 

Iiuuhi'u,  l«o,Jr. 

Bndburr.Bwuad. 

Brtiat.  0«rg.  W. 

0-h,  WIlllM.. 

Ikiln,  AnlbvRjr. 

JJ.rn.il,Juhn. 

Utooi.,  W.ll.r. 

Uruwltj,  IllHok. 

Dlckliu<w.Jufau. 

Blumliy.Jcwipb. 

Brawii,  WlllUmJ. 

OUrkwii.T)iDmu. 

IKiol.  Lan.l»[  A. 

Broiidbiint,  JimM 

B.ld»ln,Cliwl«H. 

Obi«.Pblllp. 

Douo,  Willi™  4. 

BuikB.P.trtek. 

Brow.  Willtan.  H. 

Ousd/,  Wllllnln  J. 

Buli>r«„nli.J«mH. 

0.rp.n,JMi,». 

l>«li«to'n,  WlllUn. 

Bn*lb.nl,Cb4rlM». 

Ho„,.on,J.ni„A. 

1.-1,1,1,  ie..g«* 

Bort.ll.nJwiJi.T. 

Urtw.  WIMIu.  4. 

guri»i..  JaiuiL 

IIkvI^  lUwird  U. 

Bdltfin,  BdwixL 

Uarut.  Oourwl. 

CordioKlJ,Tbom»B. 

D»U,  Ollt  11. 

Bi)«d<D,  Jimph. 

Bot>.>,J>m>L 

Oallar,  Iintl. 

I)o»no,  H«1I7. 

Burl.  Ichnliod  B. 

D™illi..J.a,M. 

Oooo«[,  D*i».li. 

Duuhim,  lcb>l»d  H 

BonkD,  Tbomu  Uvrtno. 

C«>|iu.,Ju.pll. 

Dixrit,  IMwrl  r. 

BI>k*,Wcb*rd. 

D.nnMl.  ll.p>,. 

a™™.  Tbon..^ 

b.W.lll,M.»nir. 

Bttytiia,  JsoiM. 

c.o«iy,wiiii,iBn. 

B«U«,H.nrr. 

B>.rJen.WllIliiuU. 

CbiuK,  u'liiuu  u. 

lljor.'w-liiJ. 

Burni,Jatiii. 

B»rJ,a,  luH  H. 

l>Mn.un<l,  Ctrlck. 

BurdM,J,wpl.  r- 

B^t^ia.ninmO. 

Oolllu,  Itoniiird. 

llounjr.OUdUL. 

BuniDiinl,  aumiiDl. 

Itmwn,  ItauloL  B. 

Omrot.  IhiDltL 

buuki),  Uiub.«. 

BurdBD.UMrgc'O. 

Un-„.M.u. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL    SKETCHES. 

NATUANtKI.    DlimOg   DOIlDliN. 

Mr.  Borden  wiis  a  cleBCcndiint  in  tlie  deveiilh  gencr- 
atioo  of  IticliuriJ  IlorUcti,  who  came  rrom  I'inglaiid  111 
1636,  anil  aetiled  in  1G38  in  PorUiuouili,  It.  I.  The 
firat  EnKli»i>  ancealor  v/ns  rruiii  Bourilimnn]',  in  Nor- 
luanily,  and  cniiie  to  Eiiglaiiil  as  a  soldier  under  Wil- 
liutii  (lie  Ckinqucror.  After  tlie  batlle  of  Hiutiiiga 
(a.u.  IMG)  lie  woo  iLiMigiied  lurnls  in  tlie  county  of 
Kent,  where  the  fiimily  snlineqnently  liecume  nenllliy 
and  inHucnlial,  and  the  village  where  tliey  resided 
wiiK  limned  Borden. 

Early  in  the  aoventeenlh  century  John  Bunkn  re- 
moved to  Waleii,  where  hiB  Hona  Riclninl  and  John 
were  married,  and  after  tliey  had  returiiMl  to  their 
native  t^iwn  of  Borden,  in  KngUnd,  tliejr  enibiirked 
for  America  in  May,  1(135.  The  line  of  descent  from 
Riehard  Borden,  the  first  American  ancestor,  and  from 
whom  probably  alt  of  thnt  name  in  this  vicinity  de- 
scended, if  as  follows:  Uichnrd',  John',  Richard', 
Joseph*,  AbrHliaiii',  Simeon*,  Nalhnuiel  B.' 

Nathunicl  Ilrigga  Itonlcn  was  born  April  16,  1801, 
in  Freetown,  in  that  portion  thereol'  sulMOqiiently  set 
oir  and  incorporated  into  a  acpiirute  township  by  tlie 
name  of  Full  River,  and  lie  died  in  Fall  River,  April 
10,  )8Q5,  being  five  days  lean  than  sixty-four  years  old. 
He  wag  born  in  the  house  which  stood  formerly  on 
the  went  side  of  South  Miiin  Street,  south  uf  wliat  ia 
now  PocBsset  Street,  and  nearly  opposite  the  soutli 
end  of  the  present  Pocssact  Mill.  The  house  had  a 
tocul  celebrity  from  the  fact  ihst  two  British  soldiers 
were  sliot  and  killed  nt  its  eaatei 
British  made  their  attack  upon  t 
Revolutionary  war. 

Simoon  Borden,  hie  father,  wi 
town  in  17f>i),  and  continued  t 
ISOG,  when 
died  Nov.  27,  1811. 


1   door  when  the 
village  during  the 


also  born  in  Free- 
rcside  tliete  until 
>vcd  to  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  where  be 
n  of  gcneniui  im- 
pulses, possessed  of  a  strong  mind,  mid  largely  in- 
terested in  the  water-power  at  Full  River.  The 
mother  of  Nathaniel,  Amey  Dordon,  nfa  Amey  Driggs, 
was  said  to  have  been  a  woman  of  sterling  traits  of 
character  and  superior  business  qualifications.  She 
was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Ihc  Troy  Cot- 
ton and  Woolen  Manufactory,  one  of  the  earliest  and 
largest  muuufnetiiring  eslaLlishnicuts  in  Fall  River, 
then  called  Troy,  incorporated  iu  1814.  In  considor- 
utiuuof  agrant  to  the  company  of  llie  hind  and  upper 
fall,  upon  which  the  mill  was  located,  aud  by  which 
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it  obtained  n  relative  control  of  the  whole  water- 
power,  she  received  eleven  of  the  one  hundred  shares 
conRtitiiting  ita  capital  stock.  She  died  May  26, 
1817,  leaving  five  children,  of  whom  Nathaniel  was 
the  fourth. 

Nathaniel  was  but  five  years  of  ap:e  when  his  father 
removed  to  Tiverton,  and  only  ten  when  he  died. 
The  greater  part  of  his  youth  was  spent  there,  upon 
the  farm  at  what  was  called  Nana  Quaket.  During 
the  winter  months  he  attended  the  country  school, 
and  nssistod  upon  the  farm  the  rest  of  the  year.  His 
mother  sought  to  give  him  a  liberal  education,  and 
for  this  purpose  sent  him  to  the  Plainfield  Academy 
in  Connecticut,  but  as  she  died  when  he  was  only  six- 
teen years  of  age  this  project  had  to  be  abandoned, 
and  he  returned  home  to  enter  thus  early  upon  the 
busy  conflict  of  life.  Although  his  school  education 
was  indeed  meagre,  young  Nathaniel  made  the  best 
use  of  his  opportunities,  and  his  great  interest  in  the 
success  of  the  government  of  the  then  infant  republic, 
kindled  anew  by  his  boyhood  knowledge  of  the  second 
war,  led  him  to  read  and  study  well  the  best  authors 
on  government,  paying  particular  attention  to  the 
writings  and  speeches  of  the  statesmen  of  all  coun- 
tries, especially  to  those  of  the  fathers  of  our  country. 

Having  previously  removed  from  Tiverton  to  Fall 
Hirer,  Mr.  Hordcn  associated  himself  with  others  in 
purchasing  several  mill-sites  and  adjoining  lands,  in- 
clu<liiig  the  falls  just  west  of  Main  Street,  where  the 
Granite  Jilock  and  Pocasset  Mills  now  stand.  On 
the  irith  of  August,  1821,  these  associates  held  a  meet- 
ing and  organized  as  the  Pocasset  Manufacturirig 
Company.  Mr.  Borden,  though  but  a  few  months 
over  twenty  years  of  age,  was  chosen  clerk  and  treas- 
urer of  the  corporation,  and  continued  to  hold  these 
responsible  positions  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
owners  until  January,  1838,  when  he  resigned  on  ac- 
count of  the  pressure  of  public  duties  devolving  upon 
him  as  a  member  of  Congress.  The  Pocasset  Manu- 
facturing Company,  after  its  organization,  proceeded 
at  once  to  develop  iis  property,  voting  at  first  to  erect 
a  grist-mill,  but  subsequently  changing  its  plans, 
erected  what  was  known  as  the  Old  Bridge  Mill, 
which  was  built  of  stone,  one  hundred  feet  by  forty 
feet,  three  stories  high,  and  stood  just  north  of  the 
stream  in  front  of  the  present  Granite  Block,  on  ter- 
ritory subsequently  taken  by  the  town  in  the  widen- 
ing and  straightening  of  Main  Street.  It  seems  to 
have  been  one  of  the  main  purposes  of  the  Pocasset 
Company  in  those  days  to  encourage  small  manufac- 
turers, and  to  this  end  it  erected  buildings  succes- 
sively for  ten  or  fifteen  years,  which  were  leased  to 
other  parties.  In  1825  the  Satinet  Mill,  so  called, 
was  erected.  In  1826  a  stone  building  was  erected  on 
the  site  of  the  present  engine-room  and  picker-room 
of  the  Pocasset  Mill,  where  the  old  (iuequechan 
Mill  formerly  stood.  The  next  year  still  another 
stone  building  was  put  up,  which  was  afterwards 
known  as  the  Massasoit,  and  now  as  the  Watuppa 


Mill.  All  the  above  buildings  were  let,  the  latter — 
which  was  thought  to  be  so  large  that  no  one  firm 
would  want  the  whole  of  it,  and  consequently  was 
built  with  a  partition  wall  in  its  centre  and  two  wheel- 
pits — being  leased  as  a  whole  for  fifteen  years  to  that 
young  master  business-spirit  of  the  time,  Holder 
Borden.  In  this  way  the  Pocasset  Company  fostered 
the  early  manufacturing  enterprises  of  the  town. 

And  thus  Mr.  Borden,  though  scarcely  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  was  continuously  engaged  in  building 
operations,  whether  of  dwellings,  factories,  or  work- 
shops, in  leasing  the  same,  and  in  buying  and  con- 
veying real  estate. 

In  1825,  Mr.  Borden,  with  others,  obtained  acts  of 
incorporation  from  the  Legislatures  of  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island  as  the  Watuppa  Reservoir  Com- 
pany, authorized  to  build  a  dam  and  make  reserves 
of  water  in  the  Watuppa  Ponds  while  yet  the  dam- 
ages for  flowing  the  surrounding  lands  would  be  in- 
considerable, and  realizing,  it  may  be  hoped,  that 
some  of  the  waters  then  in  the  ponds  would  ere  long 
be  wanted  to  quench  the  thirst  of  the  population  of 
the  great  and  prosperous  city  that  they  conceived 
would  grow  up  and  occupy  the  territory  between  the 
ponds  and  Mount  Hope  Bay. 

A  man  of  large  capacity,  thus  early  schooled  in 
taking  responsible  positions  in  the  management  of 
manifold  industries,  Mr.  ]V)rden'8  advice  and  aid 
were  largely  sought  and  highly  appreciated. 

He  was  for  many  years  in  local  public  life  as  town 
clerk,  selectman,  assessor,  and  highway  surveyor,  be- 
lieving it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  citizen  to  serve  the 
public  when  called  upon  to  occupy  any  oflicial  posi- 
tion for  which  he  was  qualified. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  lower  branch  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Legislature  in  1831,  1834,  1851,  and  1864, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Senate  in  1845  and  1847. 

At  the  time  of  the  agitation  of  Freemasonry  and 
Anti-Masonry  he  took  decided  grounds  against  secret 
institutions  in  a  free  country,  believing  them  to  be 
unnecessary  and  of  no  practical  use'in  a  country 
where  the  government  is  the  people.  Identified  with 
the  manufacturing  interests  from  association  and  busi- 
ness, he  acted  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  adult  life  with 
the  National  Republican  party,  until  the  time  when 
the  Masonic  question  became  a  distinct  issue,  and 
then,  as  heretofore  stated,  he  was  found  opposed  to 
the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  advocated  for  those 
times  a  protective  but  not  a  stimulative  tariff,  be- 
lieving that  capital  should  be  left  free  to  invigorate 
all  the  industrial  interests  of  the  country.  He  was 
prominent  among  the  early  and  personal  friends  of 
the  slave,  and  made  his  house  an  asylum  for  the  fugi- 
tives, many  of  whom  he  assisted,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly, on  their  way  to  Canada  and  freedom.  In 
1834,  at  a  time  when  it  was  fashionable  to  mob  abol- 
itionists, he  opened  the  Washington  School-House, 
then  his  private  property,  in  which  to  form  an  anti- 
slavery  society. 
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In  the  winter  of  1833-34  the  questions  of  the  re- 
churtcr  i>f  the  United  Statea  Bank  and  the  removal  of 
the  deposits  were  prominent  aubjecU  of  public  and 
private  discussion,  and  Mr.  Borden  was  found  nearly 
in  harmony  wiili  the  Jackson  party  upon  those  ques- 
tions. This  ted  to  his  nomination  oa  representative 
to  Congress  in  the  full  of  1834,  and  he  was  sujipurted 
by  both  the  Anli-Masonic  and  Jackaonian  parties  fur 
that  position.  It  was  a  spirited  contest,  and  he  wns 
not  elected  until  Che  third  trial,  being  the  Ural  dtiien 
of  Full  River  ever  chosen  to  snid  ofGue.  lu  1630  he 
was  re-elected  to  the  Twenty-llftli  Congress  by  iiii 
overwhelming  vote.  The  Twenty-fourtb  Congress 
comprised  the  last  two  years  of  the  ad tninist ration  of 
Gen.  Jackson,  and  the  Tneutyfiflh  the  firat  half  of 
the  administrution  of  Martin  Van  Buren  ;  and  beuidcs 
the  bank  qucHtion,  the  turilT  questions,  iind  the  em- 
barrassing questions  of  finance  incident  to  the  (leriod 
of  the  most  disaslroua  finnncial  criiiis  through  which 
the  country  baa  ever  pnsaed,  the  slavery  question 
was  even  then  duminaui,  and  begjsn  to  asuuine  por- 
tentous magnitude.  New  Territories  were  being  ac- 
quireil,  and  new  State:<  were  knocking  at  the  door  of 
the  Union,  and  in  every  insunce  the  battle  had  to 
Le  fought  over  again  whether  they  should  be  admitted 
unless  their  constitutions  prohibited  slavery.  The  pro- 
slavery  party  were  seeking  to  annex  Texas  for  the  pur- 
pose of  cutting  it  up  into  slave  States,  and  the  anti- 
slavery  people  of  theNorth  were  pouringin  a  multitude 
of  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  only  to  be 
jeered  at,  and  met  by  Congress  with  a  rule  that  upon 
their  presentation  "  all  such  petitions,  without  further 
action,  should  be  laid  on  the  table  without  being  de- 
bated, printed,  or  referred."  To  Mr,  Borden,  whose 
heart  was  so  earnest  in  the  anti-slavery  cause.  It  was 
a  source  of  great  satisfaction  that  in  this  severe  con- 
flict, iu  influence,  in  committee,  and  in  vote,  if  not  in 
debate,  he  was  privileged  to  participate  iu  the  support 
of  the  "old  man  eloquent"  in  his  triumphant  battle 
for  the  right  of  petition.  With  him  were  such  men 
ax  Joshua  R.  Uiddiugs  aud  Stephen  C.  Phillips  and 
Levi  Lincoln  and  George  N.  Brlggs  and  Richard 
Fletcher  and  William  IS.  Calhoun,  whose  names 
might  well  have  been  stereotyped  into  the  uiultitude 
roll-calls,  always  in  favor  of  the  right  of  petition. 

In  the  election  of  1S38,  in  consequence  of  some 
modilications  in  his  views  relative  tu  the  United 
States  Bank,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  finan- 
cial disiresaof  the  country,  and  his  entire  want  of 
sympathy  with  the  administration  of  Van  Buren,  and 
possibly  his  extreme  anti-slavery  principles,  Mr. 
Borden  wns  defeated,  and  the  Hon.  Henry  Williams, 
of  Taunton,  elected. 

But  in  1340,  Mr.  Borden's  friends  again  rallied  to 
bis  support  and  elected  him  to  the  Twenty-sevuntii 
Congress,  covering  the  period  of  the  fir^t  half  of  tlic 
term  for  which  President  Harrison  was  elected,  hut 
who,  unfortunately  fur  the  country,  soon  died,  and 
was  succeeded   by  Vice-President  Tyler,  for   whose 


administration  no  party  seems  to  have  had  respect. 
Again  tiie  great  struggle  between  slavery  and  freedom 
for  the  colored  race  whs  renewed,  and  while  even 
then  the  pro-slavery  party  in  Congress  were  plotting 
the  destniclion  of  the  government,  John  Qulucy 
Adams  was  threatened  with  expulsion  by  the  House 
for  presenting  the  petitions  of  the  women  of  Mhsbu- 
chusetts  praying  for  the  peaceable  dissolution  of  the 
Union.  Again  Mr.  Bordon  woa  only  too  glud  to  he 
there  and  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  Mr.  Adams, 
whom  he  loved  and  venerated,  until,  after  one  of  the 
moat  stormy  eaallicta,  of  eleven  days'  duration,  sneh 
M  even  "  our  stormy  hall  of  legialatiun"  has  rarely  wit- 
ueased,  the  heroic  old  man's  complete  vijidicatiun 
and  victory  came,  his  assailants  being  discomllted 
and  vanquished,  and  their  resolution  ignouiiniouily 
laid  upon  the  table. 

At  the  close  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Congress,  Mr. 
Borden  declined  a  renominulion.  As  a  legislator  be 
hod  extensive  practical  knowledge,  a  cool,  deliberate 
judgment,  and  a  6rm  puriiose  tu  do  what  he  believed 
to  be  right  regardless  of  personal  or  political  conse- 
quences to  himself.  His  convictions  of  duty  were 
ever  in  advance  of  any  real  or  sup|>osed  interests  tliat 
were  merely  personal. 

Mr.  Borden  waa  u  large  owner  of  real  estate,  a  good 
deal  of  which  was  situated  in  the  very  centre  of  llie 
town,  and  when  the  great  fire  of  1843  viMled  the  vil- 
lage be  was  one  of  the  largest  suflerera,  having  eleven 
buildings  consumed,  the  loss  of  which  was  severely 
felt.  His  private  residence  [>n  Secinid  Street,  nearly 
opposite  the  point  where  the  fire  started,  wns  saved 
by  the  exertions  of  friends  and  neighbors,  and  wns 
hospitably  thrown  open  to  tliuae  who  had  been  less 
fortunate.  Although  somewhat  disheartened  his 
spirits  rallied,  end  by  the  advice  and  cucourngemcnt 
of  his  friends  he  immedi&tulysot  about  rebuilding  iti 
earnest. 

In  1S45  the  Fall  Bivcr  Railroad  waa  opened  as  far 
OS  Myricks,  aud  the  next  year  it  was  extended  to 
South  Braintree,  connecting  there  with  the  Old  Col- 
ony Railroad.  In  1347,  Mr.  Borden  wns  clxwen  ]>resi- 
dent,  which  position  ho  held  until  1854,  when  iha 
Full  River  Rnilroail  was  cunaolidatod  with  the  Old 
Oulony  lUilruad,  u  measure  lu  which  he  was  op|HMed 
aa  being  against  the  best  interests  of  Kull  River. 
During  his  connection  with  the  railroad  the  Fall 
River  steamboat  line  to  New  York  was  established, 
which  added  largely  to  hi*  Inhors.  Mr.  Borden  cur- 
ried Id  this  position  the  1>enefltB  of  his  large  experi- 
ence, sound  judgment,  and  practical  knowledge,  and 
discharged  its  duties  with  his  accustomed  tea]  and 
efliciency. 

During  the  session  of  the  State  Legislature  inlSAl, 
the  long  aud  memorable  contest  for  the  election  nf  a 
senator  in  Congress  arose,  wherein  Ilohert  C.  Win- 
throp  and  Charles  Sumner  were  the  leading  candi- 
dates. Mr.  Borden  was  chosen  to  the  Legislature  on 
the  Whig  ticket,  and  to  deal  justly  by  his  supporters 
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he  continued  to  vote  for  his  old  friend  and  colleague 
in  Congresa,  Mr.  Winthrop,  until  by  town  meeting 
and  by  petitions  from  the  people  of  his  district,  it 
appeared  that  a  large  majority  were  in  favor  of  Sum- 
ner, whereupon  he  changed  his  vote,  and  has  the 
credit  of  casting  the  one  ballot  which  secured  Sum- 
ner's election.  As  was  natural,  Mr.  Borden*s  course 
was  considerably  criticised  at  the  time,  he  was 
blamed  for  overlooking  party  lines  in  so  acrimonious 
a  contest,  and  was  even  charged  with  having  been 
instrumental  in  procuring  the  expression  of  his 
townspeople  in  the  mode  it  was  given.  But  to  Mr. 
Borden's  credit  be  it  said,  that  he  was  always  a  firm 
believer  in  the  right  of  the  people  to  "give  instruc- 
tions to  their  representatives,"  under  Article  XIX. 
of  the  Bill  of  Rights  of  the  Constitution  of  Massa- 
chusetts, lie  therefore,  in  cheerful  obedience  to  the 
constitutional  right  of  his  constituents  as  well  as  in 
deference  to  his  own  personal  preference,  voted  for 
Charles  Sumner*  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  neither 
the  people  of  Fall  River  nor  of  Massachusetts  ever 
had  occasion  to  regret  that  vote. 

In  18/>6  ho  was  chosen  mayor  of  Fall  River,  and 
during  the  trying  times  of  the  winter  of  1866-57, 
while  the  mills  were  stopped  owing  to  the  greatly  de- 
]>rcssccl  condition  of  the  business  of  cotton  manufac- 
ture, and  hundreds  were  thrown  out  of  employment 
and  destitute,  the  constant  and  untiring  efforts  of 
Mr.  I^rden  shone  with  a  benevolence  rarely  sur- 
passed. He  believed  that  starvation  and  suffering  for 
want  of  food  should  never  be  permitted  in  a  Chris- 
tian community  having  the  means  to  alleviate  them, 
and  most  nobly  did  he  fulfill  his  duty.  Employment 
was  given  to  many  of  the  idle  laborers,  having  no 
legal  settlement,  at  a  very  cheap  rate  in  necessary 
work  about  the  city.  By  this  means  great  improve- 
ments were  wrought  upon  the  city  farm  and  Oak 
Grove  Cemetery,  and  in  building  new  streets  and  re- 
pairing old  ones  at  a  very  small  cost  to  the  tax- 
payers. Mr.  Borden  believed  it  to  be  a  just  and  wise, 
as  well  n»  a  humane  policy,  to  provide  for  the  wants 
of  these  people  temporarily,  and  secure  to  the  city  at 
the  same  time  the  benefits  of  their  cheap  labor. 
They  were  thus  retained  at  comparatively  little  ad- 
ditional expense  to  the  city,  where  their  useful  ser- 
vices would  again  soon  be  in  demand,  and  the  ob- 
jectionable course  avoided  of  throwing  them  as  a 
burden  upon  the  State,  with  all  the  fnmily  disorder 
and  social  degradation  consequent  thereupon.  If 
deeds  of  kindness  and  sympathy,  coupled  with  well- 
directed  charity,  embalm  a  man's  name  in  grateful 
remembrance,  such  will  be  the  recollection  of  the 
name  and  character  of  Mr.  Borden  during  this  trying 
time. 

Mr.  Borden  was  an  alderman  from  1859  until  his 
death  in  18G5,  and  it  mattered  little  what  party  or 
combination  was  formed  against  him  in  his  own  ward, 
the  people  there  knew  him,  and  that  was  sufficient  to 
secure  his  election.     He  was  president  of  the  Fall 


River  Union  Bank,  and  of  the  Fall  River  Savings- 
Bank  at  the  time  of  his  death,  positions  which  he 
had  held  for  several  years. 

•  In  stature  Mr.  Borden  was  rather  short  and  thick 
set,  but  not  gross,  with  a  genial  countenance.  Pos- 
sessed naturally  of  a  happy,  cheerful  disposition,  he 
was  a  pleasant  and  agreeable  companion,  a  kind  and 
indulgent  parent. 

In  religious  faith  he  was  a  Unitarian  and  a  firm 
believer  in  both  the  justice  and  goodness  of  the 
Deity.  He  uniformly  maintained  that  the  best  prep- 
aration for  a  happy  future  life  was  to  do  well  here. 
Cant  and  pretence  had  little  influence  with  him. 
"The  doers  of  the  word,''  and  not  the  mere  pretend- 
ers, were  in  his  view  Christians.  "Show  me  thy 
faith  without  thy  works,  and  I  will  show  thee  my 
faith  by  my  works"  was  his  favorite  text  and  the  rule 
of  his  conduct. 

And  so  by  holiness  in  life  and  godliness  in  walk, 
he  sought  to  be  judged  rather  than  by  any  show  of 
the  mere  ceremonials  of  profession.  Thus  sought  he 
his  reward.  It  is  what  earth  can  neither  give  nor 
take  away,  "  profitable  unto  all  things,  having  prom- 
ise of  the  life  that  now  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to 
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come. 

Such  a  character  is  pleasant  to  contemplate.  With 
a  moral  integrity  unimpeached  and  unimpeachable, 
a  large  heart  and  generous  sympathies,  he  passed 
through  life,  shedding  light  upon  and  assisting  by 
kindly  acts  his  fellow-man  wherever  found,  without 
regard  to  the  color  of  his  skin,  the  place  of  his  birth, 
or  the  nature  of  his  creed.  To  oppression  he  was  an 
enemy,  to  the  oppressed  a  friend. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  the  City  Council  of  Fall 
River,  held  on  the  day  of  his  decease,  the  following 
preamble  and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted : 

**  ITAfrMt,  It  !!«•  pIflMed  Almighty  God  to  caU  one  of  onr  namber, 
the  lion.  Nathaniel  B.  Borden,  from  the  aetlTe  erena  of  life  to  enter 
npon  the  nnt^l^d  eeenee  of  eternity,  one  Tenerable  in  yean,  rich  in  ex- 
perience both  in  national,  State,  and  mnnieipal  legislation,  one  who  hna 
flllod  tlie  highMt  executive  position  In  oar  city,  It  It  therefore 

**  J7e«of  red,  Tliat  it  ia  witli  feelings  of  solemnity  and  sorrow  tliat  we 
liow  under  thii  dispensntion  of  His  proridenee  in  serering  from  the 
midiit  of  tills  iKMrd  one  whose  serriees  have  so  long  been  identified  with 
its  action,  one  whose  long  experience  In  the  mnnicipai  aflTairs  of  the  city, 
togetiier  with  his  good  Jndgment,  enabled  him  to  give  direction  to  its 
council*  and  decisions. 

"  Renolvedt  Tiint  the  members  of  this  board  sympathise  with  the  family 
of  the  deceased  in  this  theirsad  bereavement, and  commend  them  to  the 
loving-kindness  and  compassion  of  our  blessed  Lord,  who  doth  not  wil- 
lingly ndllct  His  childrrn,  but  doeth  all  tilings,  after  the  counsel  of  His 
own  will,  for  our  gnod. 

**  Iie»olo^^  Thnt  in  token  of  our  esteem  for  the  deceased,  we  do  attend 
Ills  funeral  in  a  body,  and  that  the  public  offices  of  the  city  be  closed  on 
the  afternoon  of  iiis  funeral. 

"  Jte»o1ved^  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  b«  transmitted  to  tho  family 
of  the  deceased  by  tho  city  clerk,  and  the  same  he  published  in  the  news- 
papers of  the  city." 

Resolutions  of  similar  import  were  passed  by  the 
Fall  River  Savings-Bank,  of  which  Mr.  Borden  was 
president  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 

Mr.  Borden  was  four  times  married.  By  his  first 
wife,  Sarah  Gray,  he  had  five  children,  of  whom  two 


are  Btill  living.  Hia  second  wife  was  Louihb  Grny, 
to  whom  he  was  married  Dec.  10,  1840.  6he  died 
June  4,  1842. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  1843.  he  married  for  Itia 
third  wife  Sarah  G.  Buft'uui.  By  this  marriage  he 
hBdone«on,  etill  living. 

His  fuurth  wife  was  Lydia  A.,  daughter  of  Wiiliani 
Siade,  of  Somerset,  Mius.,  and  widow  of  John  Wilbur, 
of  Fall  River,  whom  he  married  March  14,  1SS5. 
She  is  still  living. 

COL.  RICHARD    BORDEX, 

The  Borden  Tamily  imccH  iU  ancestry  through  a 
Jong  and  honored  lineage  to  the  blood  of  the  Norao- 
nien,  the  lierce  and  warlike  vilciDgs  of  Scandinavia. 
Later  on  we  find  the  ancestor  of  the  Bordena  of 
America  a  soldier  with  Williaiu  the  Cooi^ueror,  and 
was  meted  out  his  full  Gliaro  by  that  sanguinary 
chieftain  of  the  spoils  (if  war,  and  reeeived  his  just 
(lisiribution  of.  Uie  lands  of  the  conquered  Suxuus, 
The  ancestry  of  Col.  Uichard  Borden  iii  clearly 
Irticed  to  John  Borden,  of  Kent  County,  England, 
who  was  a  man  of  note  in  the  realm.  His  sous, 
Itichard  and  John,  emigrated  to  America  in  l(j36. 
John  Borden  und  his  descendants  seem  to  have  souu 
passed  out  of  notice  of  their  cu temporaries,  but 
Iticliard  Borden  became  prominently  identified  with 
the  settlement  of  the  northern  portion  of  Rhode 
Island,  aud  died  May  25,  1671.  From  one  of  his 
sons,  John  Borden,  a  large  number  of  the  Bordens  in 
this  country  are  without  doubt  descended.  Hia  eld- 
est son,  Richard,  was  born  in  1671,  died  in  1732. 
The  descent  from  this  Uichard  Burden  to  Cui.  Rich' 
ard  Borden,  the  subject  of  thia  memoir,  is  as  follows: 
Richard',  Thomas',  Richard',  Thomas',  Richard'. 
Thomas,  father  of  Col.  Richard,  married  Mary  Hath- 
away, and  had  thirteen  children. 

Qui.  Richard  Borden  was  born  in  what  is  now  Full 
Biver  (then  Freetown),  April  12,  1795,  and  he  was  in 
his  eighth  year  when  Fall  River  was  incorporated  in 
1803.  He  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  in 
his  native  town,  und  after  the  period  of  boyhood,  hi^ 
early  years  were  spent  us  a  farmer,  and  to  the  end  of 
life  he  continued  hid  interest  in  that  honorable  pur- 
suit. But,  step  by  stop,  he  bocame  identified  with  all 
tlie  different  leading  business  interestu  of  the  rapidly- 
growing  town,  village,  and  city.  He  was  early  iden- 
tified with  the  maritime  intennts  of  the  place,  and 
gave  fresh  imjinlse  to  the  local  shipping  pursuit  when 
as  yet  it  was  but  a  rural  village.  While  still  u  young 
man  he  run  a  grist-mill  !]SI2-20),  wliich  stood  ju!it 
west  of  the  present  Annawan  Mill,  where  the  corn  of 
the  whole  region  was  ground.  In  compauy  with  his 
Wother  Jelferson,  it  was  his  custom  to  go  down  to 
Prudence  and  Conanicut  Islands,  in  the  sloop  ''Irene 
and  Betsey,"  which  carried  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  buahela  of  corn,  and  having  secured  a  load,  lo 
lelurn  id  Fall  River  and  discharge  it  directly  Into  the 


mill.  The  "  Irene  and  Betsey"  was  also  tuod  a»  a 
packet  bet IV een  Fall  River  and  the  neighboring  places, 
and  the  surplus  meal  was  sold  in  Warren,  Bristol,  or 
Providence,  and  a  return  freight  secured  of  provisions, 
groceries,  cotton,  etu,  Another  mill  whs  placed  on 
the  north  bank  of  the  creek,  at  the  nest  fall  nliove. 
where  lite  Annawan  Mill  is  now,  and  a  tramway  had 
been  constructed  from  this  mill  (known  as  the  Daveii- 
(lort  Mill,  but  owned  by  Richard  Borden,  the  uncle  of 
Col.  Richard)  to  the  shore,  and  a  car  run  up  and  down 
thin  itiuline,  drawn  by  ii  rope.  This  rope  was  wound 
uu  a  drum,  which  connected  by  gearing  with  the 
water-wheel,  and  thus  the  water-|iower  was  made  lo 
do  double  service.  The  great  strength  of  the  colonel 
wa«  always  u  inurvel  to  tlie  small  boys  sent  un  horse- 
buck  with  u  grist  to  grind,  it  being  his  ordinary  feat, 
alXer  putting  two  or  three  two-bushel  bugs  of  uieal  on 
the  horse  with  the  greatest  ease,  to  take  the  boy  and 
lift  him  to  hia  place  ou  bip  of  all.  It  was  about  this 
period  ho  joiued  Maj.  Durfee  in  the  cunatrueiinn  of 
several  small  vessels,  the  lumber  fur  wbioli  was  pre- 
pared in  a  saw-mill  adjoining  the  grisl-niill.  Heru, 
too,  the  strength  of  the  colonel  found  dovoloiinient,  aa 
single-handed  ho  would  roll  into  pusition  great  wliitv- 
ouk  or  mahogany  bultj,  two  feet  through  and  twuiity 
feet  long. 

The  year  1821  ushered  in  nn  important  era  in  the 
history  of  Full  River.  In  that  yeur  wiut  orgnuixed 
the  Full  River  Iron -Works  Company,  which  for  sixty 
yeani  has  been  n  powerful  element  in  tlie  tinanuiai 
operations  of  Fall  River.  In  the  organisation  of  this 
company,  that  "  earliest  germ  of  the  wealth  of  ilie 
city,"  Cul,  Borden  took  an  active  |iart,  and  was  up- 
pointed  treasurer  uud  agent,  u  position  whieli  he  filled 
with  distinguished  ability  up  to  the  day  of  his  llnul 
withdrawal  from  business,  u  period  of  over  fifty  yeun. 
The  Iroji-Worka  Company  meeting  with  assured  nuc- 
ccas  almost  from  the  start,  soon  turned  its  attention  to 
the  improvement  of  its  landed  estate,  wutur-jiower, 
etc.,  and  as  parlowneni  became  largely  iaterenl«d  lu 
enterprises  somewhat  foreign  U>  its  own  legitimate 
sphere  of  work,  The  agent  uf  the  comiMiny,  oa  its 
rc|ircHentiitive,  thus  becuine  un  active  )iartiGi[>unt  in 
all  these  schemes,  and  the  businuus  tuct  and  skill  of 
Uol.  Bortlen  were  brought  into  fullest  exureine.  lu 
this  way  the  Iron-Works  Uompimy  becauie  owner  in 
the  WatuppH  Reservoir  Couipany,orgaitiied  in  1S26; 
in  the  Troy  Cotton  and  Woolen  Manufactory ;  in  tlie 
Fall  River  Manufactory  j  in  the  Annawan  Mill,  built 
by  it  in  1825;  in  the  American  Print-Works,  whose 
buildings  were  all  erected  by  the  lron-Work»  Com- 
pany in  WJi,  and  leased  to  the  I'rii 
pany ;  in  tlie  Metacomet  Mill,  built. 
Fall  River  Railroud,  opened  in  1840; 
SteamboatLincesLiblishedin  1847; : 
Gas- Works,  built  in  1847 ;  ns  well  as 
at  various  times  of  buihlings  which  were  leased  tu 
individuals  for  the  establishment  of  bnsineas  or  pri- 
vate manufucttiring  enlerpriseu, 
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The  care  and  development  of  the  interests  of  these 
corporations  brought  into  exercise  those  qualities 
which  murk  the  highest  order  of  business  talent,  and 
which  in  him  were  combined  to  a.  remarkable  degree, 
namely,  clearness  of  perception,  excellent  judgment, 
and  great  energy,  together  with  the  highest  and  purest 
moral  integrity.  Col.  Borden  was  a  thorough  business 
roan,  and  devoted  himself  untiringly  to  the  trusts  im- 
posed upon  him.  These  were  enough  to  crush  any 
common  man,  but  he  possessed  that  happy  faculty  of 
dropping  one  subject  completely  and  taking  up  an- 
other as  occasion  required,  and  when  he  left  his  office 
he  left  his  business  there  too,  putting  it  off  as  an  outer 
garment,  so  that  in  his  home  and  in  his  family  he  was 
untrammelled  and  free  from  care,  the  loving  father 
and  grandparent,  the  genial  host,  the  centre  of  the 
heart's  warmest  affections  and  highest  esteem. 

It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  he  filled  a  most 
uncommon  list  of  offices  of  trust  in  the  community 
and  in  the  State.  In  the  cotton  manufacturing  in- 
dustries of  the  city  he  was  conspicuously  interested, 
being  identified  with  several  companies  either  as 
originator  or  director.  He  was  president  and  director 
of  the  American  Print- Works,  the  American  Linen 
Company,  the  Troy  Cotton  and  Woolen  Manufactory, 
the  liichiii'd  Borden  Mill  Company,  and  the  Mount 
Hope  Mill  Company,  and  director  of  the  Annawan 
and  the  Mctacomct  Mill  Companies.  He  was  presi- 
dent and  director  of  the  Fall  River  National  Bank, 
director  and  treasurer  of  the  Fall  River  Iron-Works, 
president  of  the  Watuppa  Reservoir  Company,  agent 
of  the  Fall  River  Furnace  Company,  and  director  of 
the  Fall  River  Gas  Company.  In  corporations  oper- 
ating outside  his  own  home  his  interests  were  also 
large  and  his  administrative  ability  reco/^^nis^d.  He 
was  president  of  the  Bay  State  Steamboat  Company 
Providence  Tool  Company,  Cape  Cod  Railroad  Com- 
pany, the  Borden  Mining  Company  of  Frostburg, 
Md.,  and  director  in  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  Com- 
pany. One  of  those  men  whom  oflice  has  to  seek, 
though  his  patriotism  and  conspicuous  public  service 
in  an  individual  capacity  might  easily  have  secured 
him  any  position  his  ambition  could  have  aspired  to 
in  his  nntive  commonwenlth,  the  legislative  terms  he 
filled  both  i?i  the  Senate*  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives were  probably  the  most  ungrateful  duties  of  a 
long  life  of  duty,  and  yet  while  the  highest  political 
position  possosMcd  no  exaltation  lo  attract  him,  his 
genuine  appreciation  of  a  citizen's  duty  would  not 
allow  liim  to  refuse  the  humble  town  or  village  dig- 
nity of  assessor  or  highway  surveyor,  when  his  ser- 
vice sronicd  obviously  needed.  If  there  was  one 
public  recognition  of  his  patriotism  and  public  worthi- 
ness tljos(»  who  know  him  can  fancy  he  took  pleasure 
in,  it  was  doubtless  the  honor  accorded  to  him  by  the 


'  Up  wns  picctt'd  to  tho  Lower  lloiiwe  In  1871,  riuI  to  tlio  SenatA  in 
18M.  In  tlio  former  lio  wrvod  on  tlio  Ooninilttr©  on  Mcrcnntile  Aflairs 
and  Insurance,  and  in  tlie  Senate  on  the  CJotnmittPO  ou  Claims. 


people  of  casting  one  of  the  electoral  votes  of  Massa- 
chusetts for  the  second  time  for  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Col.  Borden's  ship-building  and  boating  experiences 
fitted  him  for  further  enterprise  in  the  same  line,  and 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Iron- Works  Company  a 
regular  line  of  steamers  was  established  between  Fall 
River  and  Providence,  commencing  in  1827  with  the 
steamer  "  Hancock.''  Other  steamers  had  previously 
attempted  to  establish  communication  between  Fall 
River  and  the  neighboring  places,  but  with  only  par- 
tial success.  The  '*  Hancock"  was  succeeded  in  1832 
by  the  steamer  "  King  Philip,"  the  "  King  Philip" 
succeeded  in  1845  by  the  steamer  "  Bradford  Durfee," 
and  in  1874  the  steamer  "  Richard  Borden"  was  also 
placed  upon  the  route. 

One  of  the  largest  debts  of  gratitude  which  Fall 
River  owes  to  Col.  Borden  is  for  the  present  admi- 
rable system  of  communication  with  New  York  and 
Boston.  Up  to  1846  there  was  no  communication 
direct  by  steam  with  either  city,  though  the  traveler 
could,  by  going  to  Providence  or  Stonington,  catch  a 
train  or  a  boat.  At  this  time  Col.  Borden  projected, 
and  mainly  by  his  own  effort  constructed,  a  railroad 
from  Fall  River  to  My  rick's,  to  connect  with  the  New 
Bedford  and  Taunton  Railroad,  and  using  the  latter 
to  join  the  Providence  Railroad  and  complete  the 
route  by  rail  to  Boston.  This  wius  an  eccentric  way 
of  reaching  the  State  capital,  and  the  next  advance 
was  consequently  made  to  South  Braintree,  striking 
the  Old  Colony  Railroad  of  that  day.  A  satisfactory 
through  route  was  thus  secured ;  but  Col.  Borden,  not 
satisfied  yet,  was  ambitious  not  only  to  have  the  com- 
munication opened  for  his  favorite  city,  but  to  make 
it  self-sustaining.  With  this  view  he  organized  the 
Cape  Cod  Railroad  Company,  of  which  he  was  presi- 
dent, and  constructed  a  line  from  Middleborough 
down  to  the  Cape,  as  a  feeder  for  his  Fall  River 
route.  The  care,  administrative  and  executive  abil- 
ity, and  the  financial  involvement — for  he  was  not 
only  the  designer  but  the  banker  of  the  enterprise — 
were  excessive  demands  to  be  made  upon  one  man  in 
that  comparatively  early  day;  but  CqI.  Borden's  re- 
sources in  all  respects  were  equal  to  the  exigency.  It 
was  his  good  fortune  soon  to  see  his  railroad  enter- 
prise at  least  relatively  a  success.  His  purpose  in 
freeing  Fall  River  from  its  isolation  was  at  any  rate 
accomplished,  and  in  a  year  or  two  he  was  relieved  of 
his  new  responsibility  by  a  consolidation  of  the  roads 
he  had  constructed  with  the  Old  Colony, 
t  In  the  mean  time,  being  the  second  year  (1847)  of 
I  the  Fall  River  Railroad,  observing  the  success  of  the 
,  two  steamboat  lines  running  between  Stonington  and 
Norwich  (Conn.)  and  New  York,  Col.  Borden  deter- 
mined to  inaugurate  a  similar  water  communication 
for  Fall  River.  The  capital  appropriated  was  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  line  was  started  in 
1847  with  the  "  Bay  State,"  a  fine  craft,  for  that  day, 
built  for  the  company,  and  the  old  "Massachusetts," 
chartered  as  an  alternate  boat.    The  following  year 
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the  "Empire  Stnte"  wan  launched  nod  put  on  the 
route,  and  in  1854  tlio  niatnmoth  "  Metrofiolis,"  tlie 
most  Hnperb  bout  o(  licr  period  on  Euslcrn  wuten. 
Both  boats  were  paid  for  out  of  the  earnings  of  the 
line,  which  wan  such  a  muccoh  u  Id  1830  to  pay  aix 
percent,  monthly  dividends  for  ten  auecessivfi  monlli*. 

In  1864,  dissatisfied  witli  liis  connection  with  ilos- 
ton  via  the  Old  Colony  Ruilroad,  Col.  Borden  obtained 
an  act  of  orgunizatioii  and  set  about  a  second  throu);h 
route  to  Boston,  sturting  from  the  west  side  of  Mount 
Hope  Bay,  opposite  Fall  River.  It  was  n  great 
acheuie,  with  a  warranty  of  profitable  result  through 
its  control  ofthe  New  York  boat  connection,  but  en- 
tailing great  effort  and  cure  npon  a  man,  however 
energetic  and  indefatigable,  who  was  far  advanced  in 
life.  Unqueationnbly  the  road  would  have  been  con- 
structed, hot  the  Old  Colony  corporation  could  nut 
permit  a  competing  route  to  either  terminus,  and  its 
policy,  as  it  could  not  prevent  the  action  of  the  new 
company,  was  to  control  it  by  a  purchase.  The  prop- 
osition was  accordingly  made  to  Col.  Borden  to  trans- 
fer his  charter  to  the  Old  Colony  Company  upon 
terms  of  a  very  favorable  character  to  himself  and 
liis  stockholders.  Had  he  been  in  middle  life,  retain- 
ing the  physicul  an  he  still  did  the  menlul  vigor  of 
maturity,  it  is  doubtful  if  he  would  have  entertniaod 
any  proposition  however  favorable,  Tn  his  considera- 
tion of  the  business  lie  determined  to  make  it  a  cod- 
ditiou  of  his  accepldnce  that  the  Old  Colony  Rail- 
road Company  aliould  purcliase  the  steamboat  line  to 
New  York.  With  this  proviso  he  made  known  his 
acquiescence  in  the  proposition,  and  after  a  short 
deliberation  the  Old  Colony  became  possessed  of  the 
moat  profitable  water  route  to  New  York,  and  at  the 
aame  time  secured  relief  fnim  the  certainty  iif  a  very 
dangerous  competition. 

During  the  war  of  1S12,  Col.  Borden  joined  the 
local  militia  company  an  a  private,  and  was  promoted 
while  yet  in  his  minority.  He  was  first  commissi  a  ned 
ensign  in  a  company  of  the  Second  ilegiment  of  in- 
fantry July  30,  181-1.  Sept.  14, 1816,  he  was  uommis- 
aioned  lieutenant  in  the  same  regiment.  He  received 
liis  first  commiBsion  ua  captain  April  11, 1818,  and  Ilia 
second  commission  as  capUin  May  2,  1822,  both  in 
the  Fifth  Regiment  of  infantry.  He  was  made  lieu- 
tenant-colonel of  the  same  regiment  June  28,  1823, 
snd  colonel   March   12,  1S2S.     After  this  promotion 


withdrew  from   the  si 
for  themselves  as  noble  oi 


6  that  others  might  gain 
r  higher  lionors.  His  pa- 
ite  civil  war,  developed  in  a 
most  active  interest  on  behalf  of  the  Union  and  an 
earnest  care  for  the  well-being  of  its  defenders,  will 
not  be  forgotten  while  the  beautiful  monument  and 
grounds  of  [he  soldiers'  burial-place,  given  by  him, at 
the  entrajn'C  of  Oak  Urove  Cemetery,  aud  the  Eich- 
fird  Borden  Post  of  the  Urand  Army  of  the  Ilepuhlic, 
named  in  ho;iorof  hia  benevolence  to  the  soldiers  and 
their  families  in  the  trying  days  of  the  Rebellion,  re- 
main k)  perpetuate  his  memory. 


Personally,  Riciiard  llorden  represented  the  biMt 
type  of  that  pure,  straightforward,  sUilwart  Uasoa 
virtue  which  has  proven  New  Englnnd'a  bust  inherit- 
ance from  the  mother- conn  try.  His  sympathies  wer« 
given  to  all  good  things ;  he  was  a  men  broad  in  bia 
views,  true  and  steadfast  In  bis  convictions  and  feel- 
ings. A  sincere,  ouLtpoken  Christiuu  in  early  life, 
identifying  himself  with  thode  observant  of  the  Sab- 
bath, the  public  services  of  the  sanctuary  and  the 
requirements  of  the  gospel,  he  became,  in  182<i,  a 
member  of  the  First  Cungre^utional  Church  of  the 
city,  and  afterwards  one  of  the  leaden  of  the  Central 
Congregational  Church,  which  to  his  energy,  liber- 
ality, piety,  and  judicious  counsel  is  largely  indebted 
for  the  success  that  has  marked  its  subsequent  history. 
In  the  mission  Sab  bath -school  work  he  eugnged  witli 
hia  characteristic  energy,  for  a,  long  time  going  seven 
mites  out  ofthe  village  for  this  purpose.  His  interest  iu 
this  dcpartmentof  work  continued  so  long ns lie  lived. 
Thebenevolcnce  of  his  nature  (lowed  nut  as  a  deep  and 
silent  stream.  He  gave  lui  to  him  had  Iweii  given. 
None  sought  aid  from  him  in  vain  when  they  presented 
a  worthy  cause.  He  was  always  willing  to  listen  to 
the  appeal  of  the  needy,  and  sent  none  such  empty 
away.  "  Home  and  foreign  charities  alike  found  hiui 
ready,  yea,  often  wailing  to  attend  on  their  calls,  and 
among  our  institutions  of  learning  not  a  few  are  ready 
to  rise  up  and  cull  him  blessed  for  the  timely  aid  ren- 
dered in  the  hour  of  their  greatest  need.  Thus  he 
came  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  foremost  citizen  of  the 
place,  and  his  death  IcIV  a  void  in  the  community 
which  no  mie  man  will  probably  ever  fill  again.  Oen- 
erouB,  noble-hearted,  sagacious,  enterprising,  of  un- 
tiring energy  and  spotless  integrity,  far-seeing,  judi- 
cious, ever  throwing  hia  intluence  and  his  nienns  on 
the  right  aide,  he  presents  a  character  for  admiratiou 
and  example  whicli  is  fragrant  with  all  the  beat 
qualities  of  our  New  England  life." 

"  Among  his  last  contributions,"  snya  tlie  t-UU  Biver 
JJailij  Eoeaiuij  Neim  of  Feb.  2.^,  1874,  '■  was  one  of 
marked  generosity  to  the  Stale  Tempentnce  Alliaitoe. 
The  newly-dedicated  Children's  Home  also  counts 
him  its  moat  liberal  benefactor.  ...  As  one  of  the 
cnr{>orate  meinlien  of  the  American  Hoard  of  l^uni- 
missioneraof  Foreign  Missions  he  was  most  highly 
esteemed,  not  only  for  liis  judicious  counsel  and  genial 
fellowship,  but  also  for  his  generous  coutribulioua." 

The  cursory  sketch  of  his  business  career  which 
space  has  permitted  will  suggest  the  conspicuous 
qualities  of  Col.  Borden's  mind  aud  lemjierament,  as 
the  world  saw  tliein  and  even  la  caused  Ihem  to  de- 
velop. It  is  doubtful,  however.  If  any  qualities  of  his 
can  be  termed  more  conspicuous  than  others,  among 
those  who  really  knew  biin,  so  well  rounded  was  his 
nature.  His  achievements  were  many  and  groat,  a 
few  of  them  extraordinary  in  view  of  Ids  resources 
and  experience,  yet  ho  did  not  possess  one  sjuirk  of 
the  so-called  genius  to  which  exceptional  successes 
are  generally  aaoribed.    His  brain  was  like  hia  body. 


(J!/ry:r^£c£^^c/^^ 


,y  y;^ij»//i«-'.<-'^  -; 


FALL  RIVER. 


377 


robust  niifl  full  of  forces;  his  mental  process  direct 
and  simple ;  his  faculties  of  perception  and  deduction 
more  than  the  average  in  quickness  and  correctness 
of  action ;  his  scope  of  observation  and  consideration 
general  and  yet  effective.  He  had,  moreover,  a  thor- 
ough self-reliance  and  self- assertion,  yet  was  not  over- 
sanguine.  The  possession  of  such  a  mental  structure 
always  assures  excellence  of  judgment  and  consequent 
success  if  combined  with  a  suitable  temperament,  and 
such  was  the  fact  in  the  present  instance.  Col.  Bor- 
den's nerve  was  strong  and  undisturbed  by  sudden  or 
severe  trials.  Exceedingly  honest  of  purpose,  he  was 
wonderfully  persistent  when  his  judgment  8up|K)rted 
his  efforts,  never  giving  up  when  legitimate  means 
and  thorough  industry  could  compass  an  end  he  had 
started  for.  His  industry  was  his  conspicuous  quality, 
if  he  had  one.  He  was  an  indefatigable  worker  while 
the  day  lasted. 

May  27, 1872,  Col.  Borden  was  stricken  with  paraly- 
sis, and  from  that  day  forward  he  was  invalid.  He 
sank  to  rest  on  the  25th  day  of  February,  1874, 

**  Like  one  who  wrnps  the  drapery  of  hig  couch 
Abont  him,  iind  lies  down  to  pleannt  drenins.** 

Col.  Richard  Borden  was  a  universally  esteemed, 
beloved,  and  honored  citizen,  and  his  very  memory 
is  precious. 

Fob.  22, 1828,  ho  united  in  marriage  with  Abby  W., 
daughter  of  .James  Durfec,  and  their  children  are  as 
follows:  Caroline,  Thomas  J.,  Richard  B.,  Edward 
P.,  William  H.  H.,  Matthew  C.  D.,  and  Sarah  W. 


DR.  PIIINEAS   W.  LELAND. 

Dr.  Phineas  W.  Lcland  was  born  in  Graflou,  Mass., 
in  1798.  He  entered  Brown  University,  Providence, 
R.  I.,  in  1821,  but  led  college  before  the  expiration  of 
the  usual  term  of  four  years,  owing  to  ill  health.  He 
studied  medicine  with  Dr.  George  C.  Shattuck,  of 
Boston,  and  received  the  degree  of  M.D.  at  Bowdoin 
College,  Brunswick,  Me.,  in  182G,  and  practiced  his 
profession  for  some  time  at  Medfield,  Mass.,  but 
abandoned  it  in  1834,  and  removed  to  Fall  River, 
where  ho  rooeived  the  appointment  of  Collector  of 
Customs  from  President  Jackson.  This  position  he 
held  in  all  about  twenty  years,  being  reap(>ointed 
by  the  successive  Democratic  administrations.  He 
retired  from  this  oflice  in  1 800,  at  the  beginning  of 
President  Lincoln's  ndminlHtration,  and  from  that 
time  until  his  death  lived  in  retirement.  In  the  fall 
of  J 842,  Dr.  Leland  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate, 
and  on  taking  his  scat,  in  1843,  was  elected  president 
of  the  Senate.  This  is  the  only  political  office  he 
ever  held,  lie  retained  through  life  his  early  attach- 
ment to  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  a  constant 
attendant  to  the  conventions  of  that  ])arty  until  his 
retirement  from  public  life.  The  excellence  of  Dr. 
Leland's  personal  character,  his  large  public  spirit, 
and  above  all  the  high  standard  of  his  literary  attain- 


ments, gave  him  a  marked  individual  prominence  in 
the  community.  He  was  always  interested  in  every- 
thing that  tended  to  improve  the  literary  taste  of  Fall 
River,  and  was  identified  with  many  plans  to  effect 
this  result.  He  was  one  of  the  founders,  and  for 
many  years  president,  of  the  Fall  River  Athenaeum, 
and  when  the  Public  Library  was  organized  he  was 
elected  one  of  the  trustees,  a  position  he  held  until 
his  death.  He  served  on  the  building  committee  of 
the  City  Hall,  and  delivered  the  address  on  the  occa- 
sion of  its  dedication  in  1846.  He  was  always  active 
and  ardent  in  all  literary  enterprises.  Dr.  Leland 
was  for  many  years  connected  with  the  press,  and 
his  writings  were  distinguished  for  a  peculiar  piquancy 
and  brilliancy.  He  was  the  editor  of  the  Fall  River 
Patriot^  a  journal  which  was  started  in  1836,  and  con- 
tinued four  years.  He  was  also  the  first  editor  of  the 
FaU  River  Weekly  News,  started  in  1845,  and  after  his 
connection  with  that  journal  was  severed,  he  was  an 
occasional  and  popular  contributor. 

While  a  member  of  the  State  Senate  be  contributed 
a  series  of  articles  to  the  Boston  Post,  entitled  **  Pen 
and  Ink  Sketches  from  the  Gallery  of  the  Senate 
Chamber,"  which  were  widely  read  and  admired.  He 
was  always  interested  in  the  study  of  Indian  history, 
and  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  the  Indian 
lore  of  this  part  of  New  England.  For  several  years 
previous  to  his  death  he  was  very  much  of  an  invalid, 
and  after  many  weeks  of  painful  suffering  he  rested 
Jan.  22, 1870,  aged  seventy-one  years. 


SAMUEL  HATHAWAY. 

Samuel  Hathaway  was  born  in  Freetown,  Mass., 
Oct.  31,  1807,  his  parents  being  Samuel  Hathaway 
and  Hannah  Cook.  When  he  was  ten  years  of  age 
his  mother,  with  her  four  children,  of  whom  he  was 
the  eldest,  removed  to  Fall  River.  His  educational 
advantages  were  limited,  and  at  an  early  age  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  school  and  assist  in  the  support  of 
the  family.  In  1824  he  became  employed  at  Robe- 
son's Print  Works,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a 
color-mixer,  and  became  overseer  of  the  color-shop. 
He  subsequently  became  manager  of  the  IVint  Works, 
which  position  he  retained  until  1848,  when  Mr.  An- 
drew Robeson,  Sr.,  then  the  principal  proprietor,  re- 
tired from  business,  and  the  establishment  changed 
hands.  Mr.  Hathaway  then  severed  his  connection 
with  the  Print  Works,  and  retired  to  agricultural 
pursuits  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city,  a  business  to  which 
he  devoted  most  of  the  remaining  portion  of  his  life. 

Mr.  Hathaway  was  one  of  the  first  to  organize  the 
Citizens  Savings-Bank  in  1851,  and  Avas  ever  aflcr  till 
his  death  one  of  its  board  of  investment.  In  1854  he 
assisted  in  organizing  the  Pocosset  Bank,  of  which  he 
was  the  rest  of  his  life  a  director,  and  during  his  last 
ten  or  twelve  years  its  president.  As  a  banker  he  was 
noted  for  his  sound  judgment,  strict  integrity,  and 
faithful  performance  of  a\\  the  trusts  reposed  in  him. 
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Ha  was  also  largely  interested  in  ihe  loanuriic- 
turiii);  inl«renlit  uf  Full  River,  having  been  u  prime 
mover  in  orgBiiiELn^  the  Itob«siin  M ilia,  and  nn  iittive 
participant  in  the  TouuiliDg  uf  the  Stafford  aod  Ddvul 
MHIh.  He  waa  a  director  in  Che  Watuppa,  Granite, 
Euboann,  Davol,  and  Sliifliird  MilU,  from  the  time  oC 
tbeir  organ  izatiDn,  and  was  the  president  of  the  Robe- 
son Mills  and  a  direttor  in  the  Mnnnraetnruni' Gua 
Company. 

In  all  tliime  respunHible  positions  his  jiulgment  wax 
valued  by  his  asauciutas.  For  poliiieis  and  olGee- 
hutding  he  had  little  taste,  though  always  earnest  in 
the  support  of  correct  principles  and  the  elevation  of 
ttiu  must  suitiible  men  U)  office.  He  ivus  u.  mcmhcr  of 
tbe  board  of  alderinun  for  one  year,  declining  a  re- 
election at  tliD  expiration  of  his  term.  Though  frc- 
quenily  importuned  U>  buuomc  a  cjindidate  lor  the 
oificu  of  mtiyor,  he  always  declined. 

I'^or  niiiny  ytum  Mr.  Hathaway  was  one  of  the 
furcmost  und  must  valued  citizens  of  Fall  River. 
Possessed  of  a  rugged  and  independent  character,  he 
was  always  bold  in  his  denunciation  of  shama  and 
frauds,  and  eurncat  in  tlie  defense  of  what  he  consid- 
ered to  be  juat  and  true.  His  uprightness  nnd  integ- 
rity were  known  to  all  men,  and  nu  one  hod  a  greater 
Bliare  of  public  confidence  in  all  fiduciary  relutiomt. 
He  was  nil  earnest  friend  of  temperance  and  active  iu 
ttll  elforts  for  the  moral  welfare  of  his  native  uily.  He 
was  a  friend  of  the  tvidow  and  orphan,  an  earneat 
hater  of  pretenses,  and  will  long  be  remembered  for 
the  sterling  virtues  of  his  character.  His  life  was 
well  spent,  and  the  memory  of  his  good  deeds  and 
upright  life  will  long  survive  him. 

Mr.  Hathaway  married  Abby  Warren,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Uhoda  Warren,  March  21.  1882.  She 
n-au  born  Aug.  10,  1811,  in  Fall  River,  and  died  Feb. 
10,  18G9.  They  had  ten  children,  four  of  whom  died 
in  infancy,  and  daughter  Mary,  at  sixteen  years  uf 
age.  Tbe  surviving  children  are;  AUbie,  wife  of 
Eleazer  Waldron,  of  Fall  River;  Edward  E.;  Marion 
A.,  wife  of  Henry  Fry,  of  Providence;  Samuel  W., 
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Mr.  Hathaway  died  on  the  10th  of  April,  187^,  agi-d 
lixly-five  years  and  five  montlis. 


IIDN.  uMVIiR  CHACE. 
lion.  Oliver  Chaise  was  horn  in  Swansea.  Mass., 
Nov.  LI,  ltil2.  He  is  descended  iu  a  direct  line  from 
William  Chase,  who  was  the  Grstoftho  name  settling 
in  America,  and  who  came  from  England  in  the  lleut 
with  Governor  Wintlirop  in  l(i3<>,  bringing  with  him 
his  wife,  Mury,  und  his  oldest  son,  William,  then  a 
lad  about  eight  years  of  age.  The  first  residence  of 
William  Chase  wn-t  in  Roxbury  (now  Boston  Higb- 
hinds),  Mass.,  wliurc  he  lived  until  1(IU7.  He  was  a 
curpenter  bylruilc,  and  in  the  winter  of  1U37-»S  made 
a  SL-Itlement  with  Sl(']ilien  liachilur  and  others  in  Yar- 
mouth,  Ihirnstable  Uo.,  Mass.,  dwelling  there  until 


his  death  in  May,  1050.  The  place  of  his 
in  Yarmouth  was  near  Stony  Cove,  and  his  "  farm 
fence"  is  designated  as  u  boundary  in  sevuml  deeds 
aud  other  documents. 

William*  Chase  wns  horn  in  England  about  lU2:i, 
came  with  hia  father  to  America,  married  and  settled 
near  Herring  River,  on  tbe  east  side  of  the  Bass 
River  iu  Yarmouth,  now  Dennis  or  Harwich.  His 
children,  born  from  1G4G  to  l<i7^,  were  eonoected 
with  the  Society  uf  F'rlends.     He  died  in  lliS5. 

Joseph*  Chose,  son  uf  William*,  married  Surah 
Sherman,  and  reared  u  large  famil.v.  He  was  a 
member  of  tile  Friends'  Meeting  at  Uandwlch,  Mnsa., 
in  IGUl.  In  IGSij  hu  was  at  I'urtsmuuth.  H.  I.,  und 
was  a  pruminenl  member  uf  the  Rhode  Islituil 
Friends'  Meeting  until  his  death,  in  172-1,  at  Swun- 

Job'  Chase,  son  of  Joseph',  was  born  Aug,  21, 
IG98,  niarrie<l  Patience  Bourne  Sept.  (i,  171^,  and 
rmided  in  Swausea.  His  will  was  proved  Dtic.  2<i, 
I7li(>.  The  family  name  of  his  wife  i>  variously 
spelled  "  Horn,"  "  Diirne,"  "  Boweu,"  and  "'  llouriiu,*' 
tradition  and  ancient  records  favoring  tlic  tatter 
orthography. 

Jonutlian'  Chase,  son  of  Job,  was  lami  Uay  II, 
1728.  He  married  Mary  F^irle  May  lit.  1754,  mid 
had  eleven  diildron,  of  whom  Oliver  wan  the  sev- 
enth. Oliver  was  born  Aug.  24,  ITG'J.  He  married 
Susanna  Buffiuton  Sept.  15,  UiHi,  by  whom  he  had 
seven  children.  He  married  (aei^nd)  Mrs.  I'uticniM 
Itobinson  ;  nu  issue.  Hu  enjoyed  in  early  life  few  of 
theadvautagosof  birth  or  cireunistjiuees.  His  fiilhcr's 
patrimony  was  an  extremely  liiuiteilinie,  and  llie«>n'a 
education  correspondingly  restrided,  eHjiucially  was 
this  a  result  of  the  stormy  iieriial  of  the  Itevoiuliun. 
Inured  to  toil  and  eumpellud  to  htt  industrious  in  early 
boy  hood,  lie  naturally  liocame  nnteti  in  atter-lifv  fur  KU 
application  and  iiersevurunuu.  In  IWIl  he  tiHiL  the 
agency  of  a  small  mill  in  Swnnsuit,  in  which  Iiuboi^ume 
part  owner,  aud  eomineneed  the  m»uuriu;ture  uf  eot- 
ton  yarns.  In  1813  he  removed  to  Tall  River,  and  in 
eimijiany  with  Eber  Shuhi,  Shoflul  Weaver,  II eurlciah 
Wilson,  Benjamin  Blade,  Aniuy  Borden,  und  uthen, 
erected  the  Troy  Mill  and  became  iln  ugunl.  At  that 
time  Fall  Kiver  wax  a  viihigu  of  but  a  few  hundred 
inhabitant*.  It  was  mainly  thnrnj^h  his  ell'uria  that 
the  I'ocassut  Company  wiu  jirojected  nnd  ekiabliklied 
in  1S21,  aud  for  many  years  he  eontrulled  and  man- 
aged its  interests.  He  was  remarkable  fur  the  pos- 
session of  many  prominent  traits  of  ehuraelcr,  among 
whicb  may  be  mentioned  clear  aud  sound  judgment, 
punctuality,  industry,  and  integrity.    He  was  the  lirst 
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tlie  vnriety  store  of  Caleb  Vickery,  where  he  remained 
but  a  sliort  time.  He  then  accepted  a  clerlcRhip  in 
the  office  of  tlie  cotton  manufactory  of  Chace  & 
Lutlier,  his  brother  being  the  senior  partner.  A  few 
years  later  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  Israel  Buf- 
(ington,  under  the  firm-name  of  BufBngton  &  Chace, 
and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  laps,  which 
business  he  continued  until  1838,  when  in  company 
with  Joseph  C.  Anthony,  firm-name  Chace  &  An- 
thony, he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  yarns. 
In  1840  he  erected  the  Mount  Hope  Mills,  of  which 
he  was  sole  proprietor  and  business  manager  for  more 
than  twenty-five  years.  He  also  conducted  a  large 
farm  located  in  that  part  of  Tiverton,  R.  1.,  now  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  including  part  of  the  Park  and  lands 
nfljnccnt  on  the  south.  He  was  a  director  of  the 
National  Union  Hank  from  1842  to  1854.  In  1851  he 
was  prominent  in  establishing,  and  was  one  of  the 
corporators  of  the  Citizens'  Savings-Bank,  and  was 
trustee  and  member  of  its  board  of  investment  until 
June  9,  185n.  He  wns  one  of  the  corporators  of  the 
Pocasset  National  Bank  in  1854,  and  was  its  president 
from  the  time  of  its  incorporation  until  June  7,  18G2. 
He  was  interested  in  various  enterprises,  and  assisted 
in  establishing  and  building  up  many  of  the  great 
manufacturing  concerns  of  Fall  Kiver,  which  stand 
to-day  as  monnnHMits  to  the  energy  and  enterprise  of 
their  founders.  While  his  was  eminently  an  active 
business  life,  he  was  repeatedly  called  by  his  fellow- 
citizens  to  fill  important  trusts.  He  wais  an  assessor 
of  taxes,  an  overseer  of  the  poor,  a  member  of  the 
Town  Council,  and  was  several  times  elected  to  the 
General  Ansembly  of  Rhode  Island,  both  as  repre- 
sentative and  senator.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig  and 
a  Ucpublican. 

He  was  the  originator  of  the  Fall  River  Manufac- 
turers* Mutual  Fnsnrance  Company,  which  was  estab- 
lished solely  by  his  untiring  zeal  and  persistent  energy. 
He  was  its  president  from  its  organization  until  his 
death  May  (»,  1874,  and  devoted  his  time  and  strength 
to  its  management  even  to  the  detriment  of  his 
health.  He  was  a  birthright  member  of  the  Society 
of  Friends.  He  married,  Nov.  22,  1835,  Mary  E., 
ilangliter  of  William  8.  N.  and  Mahitible  (Church) 
Allan,  of  Newport,  R.  I.  She  was  born  Oct.  4, 1813. 
Their  children  are  Oliver,  born  Jan.  24,  1837  (died 
1837);  Benjamin  A.,  born  March  19,  1840,  married 
Sarah  K.  Durfce  Jan.  27,  18r>4;  Susan  A.,  born  Nov. 
20,  1842  (died  I8(i0)  ;  Mary  R,  born  Nov.  17,  1844, 
inarricd  Crawford  E.  Lindsey  May  27,  1863,  and  Wil- 
liam O.,  born  1847  (died  1848). 

Mr.  Chace  was  an  outspoken  and  persistent  oppo- 
nent of  y\inerican  slavery,  an  advocate  of  temperance 
and  other  reforms,  and  Avas  to  the  full  mejisure  of  his 
ability  a  helper  of  those  around  him  who  needed  and 
deserved  encouragement  and  assistance,  and  was  a 
considerate  and  generous  friend  to  the  poor.  He  was 
a  man  of  positive  eliararter,  but  kind  and  generous 
in  his  impulses,  of  quick  perception  and  sound  judg- 


ment. Public  spirited  to  a  fault,  active  and  earnest 
.in  all  he  did,  he  brought  to  bear  upon  whatever  he 
undertook  great  enthusiasm  and  the  whole  strength 
of  his  nature. 

COOK  B0R1>KN. 

The  Rordens  from  wliom  he  is  descended  were 
originally  from  Bourdonnay,  an  ancient  village  in 
Normandy,  France.  The  first  of  the  name  in  Eng- 
land was  a  soldier  under  William  the  Conqueror, 
who,  after  the  battle  of  Hastings  (a.d.  106G),  was  as- 
signed lands  in  the  County  of  Kent.  Here  the  family 
subsequently  acquired  wealth  and  influence,  and  the 
village  where  they  resided  was  named  Borden. 

The  father  of  Richard  and  John  Borden,  the  first 
emigrants  to  America,  removed  to  Wales  in  order  to 
secure  to  his  family  larger  religious  liberty  than  they 
could  enjoy  in  England.  Richard  and  John  married 
in  Wales,  and  afterwards  returned  to  Borden.  Eng- 
land, with  a  view  of  emigrating  to  America,  which 
they  did  in  1G35,  in  the  ship  "Elizabeth,''  Roger 
Cooper,  master.  For  a  short  time  they  resided  near 
Boston,  but  preferring  the  greater  freedom  of  Rhode 
Island,  they  chose  that  colony  as  their  future  home. 

Richard,  the  elder  brother,  and  progenitor  of  the 
family  to  which  this  writing  refers,  chose,  with  other 
pioneers,  the  north  end  of  the  island,  and  was  one  of 
three  men  to  lay  out  the  original  town  of  Portsmouth, 
R.  I.  His  son  Matthew,  born  there  in  May,  1638, 
was  the  first  white  child  born  on  the  island  of  Rhode 
Island. 

John,  the  fifth  son  of  Richard  and  Joan  Borden, 
was  born  in  September,  1640  ;  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  William  Earle,  and  died  June  4,  1716.  His  wife, 
Mary,  died  in  June,  1734,  aged  seventy-nine  years. 
He  was  a  prominent  Friend,  and  was  extensively 
known  among  the  Friends  at  a  distance  as  '*  John 
Borden,  of  Quaker  Hill,  Portsmouth,  R.  I." 

Richard,  of  the  third  generation,  was  the  eldest 
son  of  John  Borden,  and  was  born  Oct.  24,  1G71. 
He  was  a  large  land-owner  in  Tiverton.  He  and  his 
brother  Joseph  bought  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Church 
twenty-six  and  a  half  thirtieths  of  the  mill-stream 
and  mill-lot  at  Fall  River,  which  he  bequeathed, 
with  other  lands,  to  his  four  sons,  John,  Thomas, 
Joseph,  and  Samuel.    He  died  July  12,  1732. 

Thomas  Borden,  through  whom  the  family  line  is 
continued,  was  born  Dec.  8,  1097,  and  married  Mary 
Gilford,  1721.  He  was  a  farmer  and  considerable 
land-owner  in  Tiverton,  and  owned  a  large  interest  in 
the  Fall  River  stream.  He  died  in  1739,  in  the 
forty-third  year  of  his  age. 

Richard  Borden,  of  the  fifth  generation,  was  a 
farmer  and  mill-owner  in  Fall  River.  During  the 
Kevohition  he  was  taken  a  prisoner  by  the  Britisli, 
and  carried  to  Newport,  R.  I.  While  on  his  way  a 
chain-shot  from  the  American  fort  at  Bristol  killed 
two  Hritish  soldiers  who  had  him  in  charge,  while  he, 
lying  close  upon  the  deck,  escaped  unharmed.     He 
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died  July  4,  1795,  nged  aevBnty-four  yen™.  This 
Kidiard  was  tlie  grflndraMier  of  Cook  Borden.  His 
wife  was  Hope  Coob,  wlioui  he  murried  Mnrcli  12, 
1747.  His  Bona  were  Thomu  and  Richurd,  llie  lost 
named  being  the  fatlior  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir. 

Richurd  Burden,  of  the  sixth  generntioii,  married 
Fatly  Bowen,  and  had  ten  children,  of  whom  Cook 
was  the  seventh  iji  tlie  order  of  birth.  He  whs  also 
the  seventh  in  descent  from  the  originul  Riclmrd 
Borden,  who  came  from  England  in  1635.  Of  the 
eleven  children  of  the  first  Hichurd  and  his  wife  Joan, 
IMary,  the  youngest,  ninrried  John  Cook  in  1634. 
ThuB  early  the  Bordeua  and  Cooks  become  intermar- 
ried, and  from  thin  came  the  given  name  of  our  sub- 
ject. Tlie  Cooks  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  also  of  Eastern  Massaehuaettn. 

Cook  Borden  was  born  in  Full  River,  Ua^vi.  (in  that 
portion  then  Tiverton,  R.  T.},  Jan.  18, 1810.  He  mar- 
ried Mary  A.  Bessey,  Jan.  1, 1832,  and  about  Ihat  time 
built  a  residence  on  liia  estate  in  Tiverton,  wliero  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  hia  life,  and  whore  Ida  widow 
and  sons  now  reside.  By  the  change  of  boundary  line 
it  has  since  come  into  Fall  River.  Before  the  change 
Mr.  Bordeu  held  the  office  of  Baaessor  in  his  town,  and 
represented  it  one  term  in  the  Legislature.  He  was, 
however,  a  husineaa  man  rather  than  a  politician,  and 
never  Bought  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  ufiico.  He 
waa  a  self-made  man,  and  rone  to  the  prominence 
which  he  attained  chiefly  by  hi*  own  exertions.  The 
weight  of  his  character  gave  him  position  and  respec- 
tability, although  few  men  have  been  able  to  look 
back  to  a  nobler  line  of  ancestors.  Few  men  have 
belter  illuatrated  the  [lignity  nf  labor  or  the  value  of 
economy  in  early  miinhood. 

His  father  died  when  he  was  about  eighteen,  and 
his  Unt  money  was  procured  by  hia  own  labor.  When 
atarting  out  in  business  he  sold  the  portion  of  the 
farm  let  him  by  his  father,  situated  west  of  Main 
Street,  fur  n  sum  not  exceeding  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars, and  this  was  all  the  capital  he  hud,  except  what 
he  made  for  himself.  Before  he  embarked  in  husineaa 
on  his  own  account  he  worked  several  yean  Air  Frost 
&  Gurney,  the  original  lumber  dealers  of  Fall  River. 
Ue  then  commenced  the  lumber  business  for  himself 
near  Lindsey's  Wharf,  on  lands  now  occupied  by  the 
new  freight  depot  of  the  Old  Colony  Uailroud  Gojn- 
paiiy.  Hi4  tiusinoss  grew  to  be  Urge  and  profitable, 
and  in  1846  lie  bought  Bowenville,  and  removed  his 
yard  to  the  site  which  it  now  occupieii. 

Mr,  William  Cogswell,  cashier  of  the  old  Tiverton 
Itnnk,  Vina  his  partner  for  many  years  from  the  first 
inception  of  the  bnaincaa,  and  he  had  oliier  partners, 
until  at  last  hia  Hona,  tiho  hiid  grown  up  in  the  huai- 
ij ess,  took  their  jilaees  hy  hia  side,  and  have  carried 
oji  the  huainesB  since  his  death,  the  style  of  the  firm, 
"  Cook  Burden  ic  Co.,"  remaining  unchanged. 

Fur  some  time  Mr.  Borden  operated  in  lumbering 
in  Western  rennaylvanla,  and  at  the  same  time  car- 
ried on  hia  buaineaa  io  Fall  River. 


!,  Oct.  8,  18fil; 
ne  0.,  married 


Wo  have  mentioned  the  marriage  of  Mr,  llorden  to 
Mary  Bessey  on  the  first  day  of  the  year  1832.  Mrs. 
Borden  still  survives.  Their  children  have  been:  (I) 
Mary  J.,  died  young ;  {2]  Mary  J.,  marriod  Dr.  James 
W.  Hartley,  May  1.1863;  (8)  Tliwdore  W.,  ii 
Mary  L.  Davol,  June  10, 1850 ;  (4)  Avis,  died  yoiing; 
(6)  Philip  H.,  married  Ruth  A.  Dcni 
in)  Jerome  C,  dic<l  young;  (7)  Jer 
Emma  E.  Tetlow,  June  28,  1870. 

Mr.  Borden  die<l  Sept.  20, 1880,  in  the  aeventy-finet 
year  of  his  age.  From  notices  publishei)  at  the  time 
of  liis  death  we  select  tlie  following,  which  is  no  nv 
drawn  estimate  of  his  character  and  worth  as  a  n 
and  a  cili/en : 

"  Mr.  Borden  from  hia  birth,  which  occurred  in  tUii 
city  in  1810,  by  hia  long  busincos  life  nnd  cIomi  asso 
elation  with  the  varied  induatriee  of  thu  city,  was  ni 
intimately  connected  with  Fall  River,  ila  peculjari 
ties  and  aspirationa,  as  a  man  well  could  be.  Related 
by  lies  of  blood  to  most  of  our  old  fumiliea,  and  ac- 
quainted by  busineaa  ossociatluns  with  almost  every- 
liody  in  the  city  who  had  connections  with  our  man- 
ufacturing and  mercantile  interests,  he  was  one  of  tlio 
bestknown  of  our  prominent  men.  Hia  acijuaintance 
waa confined  to  noone class;  the operalivc,  the  laborer, 
the  mechanic,  the  fisherman,  the  iradesinuu.  the  inan- 
ufacturer,  the  professional  man,  the  clergyman,  all 
knew  him;  and  in  hia  long,  large  list  of  ac<]uaint- 
ance«  there  was  not  one  tbul  did  not  know  him  to 
respect  him.  Naturally  reserved  and  reticent,  he 
was  better  known  upon  closer  acquaintance.  There 
was  nothing  about  hini  flashy  or  eager;  he  was  solid, 
conacrvative,  Dtuudy. 

"  Mr.  Boiden  waa  not  aclllah  or  uvnricloua.  Many 
a  man  now  lives  in  Fall  River  who  has  lenled  his 
kindness  of  heart  and  willlngneaa  tu  help  one  who 
waa  trying  honorably  tu  help  himself.  He  was  also 
a  man  of  deep  religious  convictions,  and  for  many 
yearn  had  been  a  consistent  and  earuesi  member  of 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Fall  River,  He  was  al- 
ways to  be  found  in  his  seat  on  Sundays  in  the  duyi 
of  hia  health,  and  never  tired  in  service  or  in  giving. 
He  was  one  of  the  largust  contributor  Ui  his  church 
and  other  religious  agencies. 

"  Mr.  Borden  was  fund  of  out-of-door  sports,  espe- 
cially of  fishing.  He  knew  all  about  our  coast  and 
the  beat  flahiug-gruunds.  He  waa  almost  an  authority 
on  these  niatlcrd.  In  pleasant  weather  he  delighted 
to  be  on  tlie  water,  and  was  an  expert  in  tlie  use  of 
the  Ashing- line. 

"lie  always  applied  himself  t^i  business,  and  his 
life  was  one  of  lubor  and  constant  application.  In 
his  large  lumber  husineaa,  one  of  the  bust-known  ea- 
tablisliniuntauf  the  kind  in  this  part  of  New  Kuglaud, 
he  boa  lately  lieen  associated  with  his  three  sous. 
The  business  grew  from  a  nnulcstliegiuninginto  large 
dimeusioiis.  He  has  held  a  long  list  uf  ullicea  of 
trust,  and  his  death  will  leave  niony  vacancies  to  be 
filled.    He  was  president  of   the  Union  Nationml 
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Bank,  ■  member  or  the  Boxrd  or  Investment  of  the 
Union  8aring8<Bank, Kilirector  in  the Cliace,  Riclmrd 
Borden,  «nd  Tecnmiwh  Hili>. 

"  Hia  life  vm  gentle,  and  the  elements  so  mixed  in 
him  thst  nature  might  sUud  up  %ud  say  to  a!i  the 
world,  '  This  was  a  man.' " 


W.  B.  TBAFFORD. 
William  B.  Trafford,  son  of  William  Bradford  and 
Sarah  (Castinow)  TrAfTord,  was  Irarn  In  Dartmouth, 
UsM.,  Dec  6, 1819.  Ue  was  defended,  iu  the  sixth 
generation,  from  a  prominent  Protestant  family  of 
England,  wliich,  under  tlie  popish  persecutions,  suf- 
fered mucli  in  jierson  and  estate.  The  first  Traflbrd 
who  stnrted  for  Americn  wss  a  wenithjr  gentleman 
living  nenr  London.  He  was  selected  as  a  victim  for 
death  during  the  last  Catholic  persecution  in  Eng- 
land, and  was  warned  when  the  officers  coming  to 
arrest  him  were  approaching  his  house,  and  not 
having  time  to  escape  he  hastily  put  on  liis  groom's 
clothes  and  engaged  in  labor  in  tlie  slahies.  The 
nlBcers  came,  found  no  one  hut  the  grooms,  and  de- 
parted. TrafTord  tiien  left  tlie  place,  and  chartered  a 
vessel  to  remove  himself  and  familjr  to  America. 
Here  he  passes  from  our  knowledge.  Whether  he 
was  captnre«l  and  was  executed,  or  died  while  at  sea, 
are  equally  unknown  to  us.  The  vessel,  however, 
came  to  America,  and  landed  at  Dsrtmonth,  Mass., 
about  IGOO,  bringing  his  two  sons,  one  of  whom  was 
Thomas.  The  English  estates  were  conAscated,  and 
raverled  to  the  crown.  Thomas  settled  in  Dartmouth, 
married,  and  had  children.  The  other  son  settled  In 
New  Jersey,  and  his  descendants  are  numerous  in  tlie 
Midillc  and  Western  States.  From  tlio  landing  at 
Darlmnntli  the  Trafford  fnmily  Iins  been  connected 
with  the  liisbiry  of  Ilristol  County.  The  oldest  son 
ofTbomaa  and  tlie  only  child  attaining  maturity  was 
Philip.  Ha  liad  a  sun  Joseph,  wliu  was  a  Bevolu- 
tionnry  sotdior  under  Washington.  Tradition  says 
that  once,  while  ho  was  standing  gunni,  Washington 
endeavored  to  make  the  rounds  withont  giving  the 
counlersign.  He  succeeded  in  |iassing  two  of  the 
guards,  but  Trsflbrd  refused  to  let  him  pass  nnlal  he 
had  given  the  proper  countersign.  From  that  time 
Joseph  Trafford  was  the  one  chosen  for  dntjes  of 
great  trust  and  especial  responsibilities,  and  he  was 
mpidly  promoted,  becoming  one  of  the  tKst  ofliccre 
In  his  division.  He  lived  and  died  in  Dartmouth, 
leaving  seven  children,  Samuel,  Joseph,  William 
Bradford',  Philip,  Phebe,  Ruth,  tind  Naomi.  (We 
find  in  family  records  thst  Joseph  had  a  brother 
Elilui,  who  with  two  others  ran  a  vertsel  frnLn  Ni^w 
lledford  to  New  York  and  up  the  Connecticut  River. 
While  the  vessel  whs  moored  at  New  BedforU.  Elihu 
and  two  others  stnrted  on  foot  to  visit  tiieir  friends  in 
Dnrtmontli.  When  but  a  short  distnnec  out  they  ob- 
sorvetl  Itritisb  Kiildiers  following  tiiem,  when  they 
sliot  at  tiicm,  anil  Ihc  soldiers  returning  iheir  fire  in- 


stantly killed  all  three.)  Joeeph  lived  to  a  hale  old 
age,  and  waa  esteemed  for  hia  strength  of  character 
and  general  worthiness, 

William  Bradford  Trafford,  the  Brst  of  this  family 
to  bear  the  name  of  the  old  colonial  Governor,  was 
bom  in  DartmonUi,  and  was  a  mariner.  He  had  two 
daughters,  Buth  and  Nancy  A.,  and  one  son,  William 
Jtratf/onP.  (Nancy,  born  Feb.  11,  1811,  is  now  living 
at  Westport,  Musb.)  He  loft  not  much  to  record,  as 
sliorlly  before  the  birth  of  liU  son  he  went  t<>  sea, 
where  lie  probably  was  lost,  as  he  never  returned,  and 
no  tidings  ever  ejime  of  him. 

William  B.  Trafford'  had  very  limited  advantages 
nf  schools,  and  from  the  age  of  ten,  when  he  li^an 
to  wnrk  in  the  mills  at  Fall  River,  until  his  death  he 
wiin  cimstantly  at  work  willi  hands  and  brnin.  and 
during  hiii  long  and  busy  career  no  one  ever  won 
more  or  wanner  friends.  The  support  of  his  mother's 
family  in  time  largely  devolved  on  him,  and  well  did 
he  discharge  the  trust.  (His  motiier  is  yet  living  at 
Weetport,  Mass.,  aged  ninety-one.  She  married  a 
second  time  a  Hr,  Lewis,  and  Qenrge  and  Elijah 
Lewis,  so  long  connected  with  Hr.  Trafford  in  the 
Weetport  Hannfacturing  Company,  were  her  sons  by 
this  marriage.  She  waa  daughter  of  Raymond  Cas- 
tinow, whn  emigrated  to  America  from  France,  mar- 
ried Phebe  Salisbury,  resided  In  Weetport,  Mass.,  and 
liad  seven  childran, — Raymond,  John,  Phebe,  Martha, 
Hannah,  Barbara,  and  Sarah  C, — and  died  aged  sev- 
enty-six. Mrs.  GasUoow  died  aged  forty-seven.) 
From  his  flfleenth  year  Mr.  Trafford  carried  on  busi- 
ness for  himself,  hiring  machinery  and  working  dili- 
gently, and  developed  tbnee  tralta  of  economy  and 
thrift  ao  marked  in  later  life.  In  the  spring  of  184$ 
he  entered  into  copartnenhip  with  a  fellow-workman, 
Augustus  Chaee,  a>  Cfaoce  &  Trafford,  They  liod 
only  a  small  banning,  the  Barings  from  their  wages 
aa  mill  operativei.  Hr.  Chace  contributed  two  thou* 
■aud  three  hundred  dollars,  Hr.  TralTord  seven  hun- 
dred dollars,  WItii  this  capital  they  pnrchase<l  a 
small  lot  and  water  privilege  at  Globe  village,  and 
put  up  a  very  small  mill  for  spinning  coarse  yarn,  for 
which  their  means  would  only  allow  the  purchase  of 
second-hand  machinery.  The  machinery  being  in 
poor  order  it  was  not  easy  to  bin  operatives,  but  the 
partners  were  men  whose  capacity  for  work  eriabled 
them  alone  to  achieve  as  mnch  labor  as  six  hired 
operatives.  The  stream  was  small,  and  as  it  flirnrnhed 
their  only  power,  to  avoid  the  waste  of  any  water  tliey 
very  frequently  ran  their  machinery  night  and  dny, 
and  for  n  long  period  haliituslly  they  wouirt  work 
until  two  or  three  o'clock  in  the  morning.  To  uucli 
Islior  there  could  unly  come  one  result, — wealth, 
A.fteT  enlarging  the  capacity  of  this  mill  they  pur- 
chnsed  the  Westport  mill,  Mr.  Trafford  taking  the 
management  of  thst,  and  settled  in  Weetport  in  June, 
1854.  About  18G1  the  interesU  were  divided,  Mr. 
TralTonl  and  hia  half-brothers,  George  and  Elijah 
Lewis,  who  had  been  previously  connected  with  the 
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buainesa,  taking  the  Westport  Hillv,  wljicli  were  ur- 
gatiizeil  and  npurnteil  by  the  Weit|iorl  MHUUructuring 
Company.  Mr.  TrafTurd  continued  u  buaineiH  nmn- 
jiger  until  hiti  dentli,  Feb.  4,  1880,  liavin);,  however, 
returned  to  Full  River  Sept.  18,  1876,  whore  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  till  liia  death.  His  bnitbors  attended 
aH  well  tu  llii:  mecliAnical  departments  an  he  to  th< 
iinnnciiil,  and  all  worked  in  harmony.  Addition 
and  extensive  iinproviimL'ritti  were  frum  time  to  tinn 
miidc,  and  the  uoinpany  Jiiui  been  very  ]>rosperou«. 

Mr.  TraiTord  married,  first,  Abby  W.  Ikirden,  May 
IS,  1S42.  She  died  Nov.  2,  1656.  Their  children 
were  William  0„  Andrew  It.,  Charlen  A..HndOrrlii 
F.  April  li),  185S,  ho  niurrie>l  K»dicl  M.,  daughter 
of  Perry  and  Ruth  (Macomber)  Davis.  Their  dill- 
Uren  are  Alliaon  W.,  H.  Lester,  Ferry  D.,and  Dcr- 
nnrd  W.  (A  most  wonderful  and  alrong  alttichineDt 
exints  between  the  four  older  children  and  the  second 
wifi;  of  Mr.  Trall'ord.  She  hai  nobly  filleil  a  mother's 
|ilace  ill  tbcir  young  lives,  and  her  care  and  attention 
has  been  fully  appreciated  by  them.  Her  conifurL  is 
their  hrat  care.)  All  the  children  are  living  I 
Orrin  F.,  who  was  thrown  from  a  buggy  Nov. 
1880,  and  instantly  killed.  William  0.  Huccocds  hia 
father  as  manager  of  the  Westport  Manufacturing 
Company.  Andrew  R.  rcaiden  in  Weslport,  and  liaa 
three  children,— Abby  W.,  Orrin  I.,  and  Edilh  0. 
Orrin  lelt  two  danghlur^.^Rachie  B.  and  Orenn  F. 
Oharleo  A.  and  Allison  W.  reside  in  Providonue,  U.I. 
Charles  hiw  two  children,-Minnie  E.  and  Willii 
Bradford.  Henry  I..,  I'erry  D.,  and  Bernard  W.  are 
residing  with  their  mother  in  Fall  River. 

Mr.  TruRbrd  was  a  couslHlent  member  uf  the  Frank- 
lin Street  OhriBtian  Church,  of  Fall  River.  He  was 
Republican  in  politics,  and  as  such  represented  the 
town  of  Tiverton,  R.  1.,  in  the  State  Legislature 
senator  in  1857.  For  many  years  he  was  a  director 
in  the  Fall  River  National  Bank.  A  beautiful  and 
costly  monument  marks  his  resting-place  in  the  Oak 
Grove  Cemetery  at  Fall  River,  but  his  memory  will 
be  kept  green  in  the  hearts  of  the  many  who  learned 
to  prize  him  for  his  unassuming  worth,  hi«  pluanant 
ways,  his  aterling  integrity,  and  hia  liberality  In  all 
worthy  Huciul,  public,  and  rcligioua  uiuhuh.  He  wiut 
more  I  hail  an  ordinary  man.  Without  early  eduui- 
tion,  he  rose,  by  the  force  of  his  own  ability,  to  atand 
in  the  front  rank  of  the  business  men  of  his  day,  and 
left  a  large  estate  as  the  result  of  his  ability.  In  re- 
ligious, business,  soeinl,  and  family  relations  his  death 
left  a  vacuum  in  jnany  heiirla  that  ean  never  be  filled 
by  another. 

THOMAS  ALMY. 

No  sketch  of  the  lives  of  men  who  have  cnntrihnteii 
to  the  upbuilding  of  the  social  and  material  growth 
uf  Full  River  would  be  complete  without  menlioii  of 
the  lale  Thomas  Almy.  With  hia  name  more  than 
liiat  of  any  other  citizen  must  always  be  associated 
the  lii^loiy  ul  Juuriiiiliam  in  Fall   River.    His  life 


■panned  almost  the  entire  period  In  which  Fall  River 
journalism  grew  tttim  lltful  and  spasmodiu  ventures 
into  a  permanent  and  powerful  iailueuc«  in  directing 
the  thought  and  energies  of  th«  cominuiiily. 

Thomas  Almy's  life  was  spent  In  tUU  city,  or  wf  thin 
a  few  milni  fnim  it.  He  wuc  horn  in  the  netgliboring 
town  of  Tiverton,  K.  I.,  on  Fob.  28,  1810.  His  par* 
enta  were  Deacon  Thomas  and  Lydia  (Bniley)  Almy, 
and  his  early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm  in  his  untivo 
State,  where  he  developed  that  strung  cliaractcr  atid 
sturdy  matiliaoDN  which  distinguinhed  liiin  in  his  man 
mature  years,  neeigoyed  such  udvantagcH and  edu- 
cation in  his  youth  aasnlNttuiitial  New  Kngluud  farm- 
era  ihore  gave  tu  llieir children.  Ilia  all'ucli»mite  din- 
position  and  amisblllty  of  temper  loadu  him  popular 
with  his  youthful  aMociales,  and  many  uf  the  I'riend- 
ahipK  made  when  ho  wasu  lad  wore  inaintAined  all  liia 
life.  His  willingueMtii  work  and  unwillingness  tosliirk 
his  ju»t  share  of  tlio  labor  snch  lu  was  then  ineideniiLl 
to  thelile  uf  aboy  on  a  farm  werutuihihited  throughout 
all  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  anvrwartU,  even  under 
trying  con  ditiouH  and  in  lll-heallh,  won  divlingitishiiig 
charneicr latitat  in  all  his  relations  of  life.  When  liv 
lefl  the  farm  he  went  to  Bristol,  R.  I.,  whore  hu  l>«- 
eanie  appruntlucd  in  the  printing  hnsiness  to  lion,  W, 
tl.  a.  Bailey,  at  the  oHiee  of  the  UrUM  llmnix.  In 
this  cstnblishmont  lis  learned  thoroughly  the  priuter'a 
trade.  His  next  change  was  made  by  a  removal  to 
Providence,  R.  I.,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a  coin(Kis- 
itor  at  the  otnce  of  the  l'roviiitnc«  Juumal.  The  coun- 
try lad  soon  was  rccogijixed  as  having  much  promise. 
His  fidelity,  integrity,  and  energy  were  umnilbtlcd  in 
both  cities,  and  In  later  yuar«  iiu  would  itpuak  with 
alfectionato  admiration  of  his  early  employers  and 
those  wlio  befriended  bim  in  hi*  youth,  After  tir. 
Almy  had  attained  his  majority  ho  decided  to  start  in 
business  for  himself,  and  hin  atluiilinn  was  cuIImI  tu 
Fall  Uivnr,  which  had  then  ac<piire<l  some  promi- 
nence as  u  manufacturing  town.  He  came  to  ihla 
city  before  IKIO,  and  after  working  for  a  6iiort  tiuie 
in  the  ollicu  of  the  I'atriof,  a  small  weekly  pa[ter,  he 
assoeiated  himself  in  huslncss  with  the  late  liuuls 
Ijiphani,  and  coinmoiiced  the  jiubUcalion,  in  ltUl,or 
the  weekly  Aiv/utypr.  This  Journal  was  sulaH.<<|Uciitly 
followed  by  the  Wixi/y  Jrgut,  ot  uliiaU  Mr.  Almyuud 
the  late  Jonathan  Slade  were  the  puhliahen,  hut,  like 
its  preduccwior,  Ihu  sheet  had  a  tltl\il  exlsleueo,  and 
the  young  publisher  hod  the  niiafortuuc  of  hwlug  hid 
ollice  and  material  to  the  great  lire  of  18-1^.  llu  wue 
not  disheartened  by  his  toss,  and  soon  after  com- 
menced the  publication  of  the  Attcluatio,  and  still 
later  the  \V<iiap<inotttj.  In  all  tliive  ventures  there 
was  much  hard  work  and  anxiety,  but  (he  earnest, 
ambitious  young  printer  was  not  so  easily  discour- 
aged. He  played  a  manly  part  and  was  eonsUintly 
making  friendn.  These  weeklies  invariably  incul- 
cated the  importance  of  the  temperance  reform  and 
the  elevation  of  the  working-claisses.  In  1845,  when 
(he  old  Whig  and  Democratic  parties  were  wroslling 
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for  the  control  of  the  country,  a  number  of  leading 
Democrats  in  Full  River  decided  to  start  a  weekly 
newspaper  which  was  to  represent  the  principles  of 
that  party  in  this  city.  These  gentlemen  employed 
Mr.  Almy  and  Mr.  John  C.  Milne,  also  a  young  printer 
at  that  time,  to  manage  the  printing  and  publication 
of  their  paper. 

In  this  way  was  born  the  Weekly  Ncws^  with  which 
paper  all  of  Mr.  Alniy's  subsequent  years  were  most 
intimately  associatcil.  The  enterprise  was  arduous, 
laborious,  and  dinicult.  The  responsibilities  thrown 
upon  the  two  youiifij  publishers  seemed  very  great, 
but  industry  and  perseverance  sunnounled  all  obsta- 
cles. One  by  (Hie  the  orij^inal  proprietors  sold  their 
inlcrcst  (o  ihe  (inn  of  Alniy  St  Milne,  until  they  be- 
came the  sole  owners  of  the  jourinil.  Among  their 
early  contributors  were  Dr.  Foster  Jlooper,  Dr. 
Phineas  W.  Iceland,  Jonathan  Slade,  Esq.,  and  the 
Rev.  John  Wostall,  who  was  ever  afterwards  Mr. 
Almy*s  loved  and  trusted  friend.  The  WcekJy  News 
remained  an  ndhcrcnt  of  the  Democratic  party  until 
that  organization  became  fatally  entangled  in  the 
meshes  of  the  slave  power,  and  the  publishers,  after 
adopting  the  principles  of  the  anti-slavery  movement, 
became  identified  with  the  rising  and  growing  Repub- 
lican party.  The  increjtse  of  population  in  Fall  River 
demanded  a  <lnily  paper,  and  in  1850,  the  year  before 
the  outbreak  of  the  great  civil  war,  the  Dally  New^ 
w:is  started,  and  its  )>ublication  has  been  witnasscd 
simultaneously  ever  since  with  that  of  the  Weekly 
News.  The  co-partnership  of  Almy  <&  Milne  was 
never  dissolved  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Almy.  In 
18r»4  it  became  Almy,  Milne  &  Co.,  by  the  addition 
of  Mr.  Franklin  L.  Almy,  who  had  been  an  employ^ 
in  the  odice  from  the  very  beginning.  The  prosper- 
ity of  the  paper  win  largely  due  to  the  sound  judg- 
ment, excellent  sense,  and  unwearied  efforts  of  Mr. 
Almy,  who  never  spared  any  honorable  means  to 
make  it  worthy  of  sound  popular  approval. 

October  1,  184fi,  Mr.  Almy  was  married  to  Han- 
nah T.  Almy,  a  daughter  of  Langworthy  and  ]iklith 
G.  Almy.  The  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  late 
Kev.  Benjamin  Phelan.  With  gathering  years  Mr. 
Almy*s  character  became  rounded  and  ripened  into  a 
splendid  manhood.  He  constantly  grew  into  the  uni- 
versal respect  and  esteem  of  the  community,  and  be- 
came known  as  a  stanch,  earnest,  and  true  laborer  in 
every  good  cause.  He  identified  himself  with  the 
manufacturing  interests  of  Fall  River,  and  served  as 
a  director  in  the  Osborne  and  Wampanoag  Mills.  He 
was  also  a  director  in  the  Second  National  Hank,  and 
was  a  trustee  an<l  member  of  the  board  ofjnvestment 
of  the  Five  ('ents  Savings-Bank.  He  was  for  some 
years  secretary  of  the  Children's  Home,  and  was  al- 
ways a  liberal  friend  of  that  excellent  charity. 

The  moral  side  of  Mr.  Almy's  character  will  longest 
be  remembered.  In  him  the  tern f>erance  cause  had  a 
devoted  friend.  His  church  relations  were  sweet  and 
beautiful.     He  was  a  disciple  of  Kmanuel  Sweden- 


borg,  and  for  many  years  was  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  the  New  Jerusalem.  In  this  society  his  position 
was  almost  patriarchal.  He  loved  its  ministrations, 
its  Sunday-school,  and  gatherings.  His  place  was 
never  vac4int  when  his  health  allowed.  His  spir- 
itual and  religious  life,  although  modest  and  unosten- 
tatious, was  deeply  devout.  Religion  was  in  him  a 
daily  walk,  his  evening  incense  and  morning  devotion. 

His  noble  life  made  his  faith  respected.  His  charity 
and  philanthropy  were  bounded  only  by  his  means. 
Jle  was  the  friend  of  the  poor  and  needy,  of  those  in 
sorrow,  of  the  struggling  young  man  or  woman  who 
came  for  assistance  or  advice.  Like  gathering  sun- 
shine his  good  deeds  gilded  his  life  and  sweetened  his 
declining  years. 

Mr.  Aliny*H  death  occurred  at  the  house  of  his  bro- 
ther. Judge  Joseph  Almy,  at  San  Rafael,  Cal.,  May 
7,  1882. 

In  search  of  health  and  needed  rest,  and  in  fulfill- 
ment of  the  dream  of  years,  he,  with  his  wife  and 
his  partner,  Mr.  Milne  and  wife,  had  joined  an  ex- 
cursion party  for  California,  the  month  previous.  Mr. 
Almy*s  health  had  been  feeble  for  some  time,  and  the 
long  jcmrney  was  too  much  for  his  weakened  physical 
powers.  He  died  shortly  after  reaching  his  brother's 
house.  His  remains  were  brought  to  Fall  River  and 
interred  in  Oak  Grove  Cemetery,  his  beloved  pastor. 
Rev.  John  Westall,  conducting  the  funeral  services. 

Words  of  praise  seem  almost  out  of  place  in  writing 
of  one  whose  modesty  and  self- forgetful ness  would 
lead  him,  if  alive,  to  shrink  from  panegyric.  But 
memory  loves  to  linger  on  the  history  of  a  man  so 
thoroughly  true  and  manly  as  Thomas  Almy. 

His  death  was  universally  mourned.  His  beauti- 
ful and  serene  life  was  a  legacy  to  the  community 
where  he  lived,  and  will  blossom  in  unknown  paths 
and  quiet  places  wherever  his  influence  may  have 
reached. 

Well  did  he  act  his  part  in  life  ;  well  did  he  win  the 
crown  of  immortality.  Though  his  name  has  not 
figured  in  the  great  fields  of  action  which  led  to 
worldly  renown,  he  none  the  leas  lived  the  life  of  a 
moral  hero,  and  shrank  not  from  the  duty  of  the 
hour. 

To  his  friends  and  in  the  family  circle  loving  and 
gentle;  to  the  world  retiring  and  unobtrusive,  those 
who  were  admitted  to  his  friendship  will  never  forget 
in  him  "that  best  portion  of  a  good  man's  life,  his 
little  nameless,  unnumbered  acts  of  kindness  and  of 
love." 

The  various  corporations  and  societies  of  which 
Mr.  Almy  was  a  member  put  upon  record  appropri- 
ate expressions  of  their  esteem  and  respect  for  his 
memory.  From  the  records  of  the  directors  of  the 
Second  National  Bank,  of  Fall  River,  we  copy  the 
following: 

"Our  late  associate,  director,  and  friend,  Mr. 
Thomas  Almy,  having  been  suddenly  called  from 
i\\\%  life  while  away  from  home  seeVing  rcsioratiou 
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of  Tuiiing  health,  we  enter  tliia  day  upon  our  record! 
this  tribute  of  esteem  Htid  respect  to  his  memory. 

"  Mr.  Almy  wan  one  of  tlie  origioal  directors  of 
this  bank,  having  betii  uluijtcd  to  that  poeilion  Bcpt. 
28,  1856,  wJiile  it  wn>i  <t  Slnte  institution  with  tlie 
name  of  Wamsulta  It:iiik,  was  re-elected  undor  Its 
present  organization  ua  lIjo  Second  National  Hank, 
Mardi  19,  1864.  He  lius  tlierefore  been  connected 
witli  tliis  institution  ni'arly  twenty-six  yeare, — yeant 
of  more  thnn  usual  iiitert'St  and  resfioiisibility,  cov- 
ering times  of  great  prosperity  and  correspoDiJiDg 
adversity  of  peculiar  trial  and  discipline.  Through- 
out these  yearn  be  bus  been  a  faithful,  diligent 
oflicer,  attending  to  his  duties  In  a  careful,  cciiiBcien- 
tioua,  and  gentlemanly  niiinncr,  winning  our  ulloc' 
tioniUe  regard  by  hla  kindly,  honest,  and  ullkitiiil 
service.  Firm  when  occasion  demanded  it,  he  waa 
ever  gentle  in  his  deportment,  and  espoclally  en- 
deared himself  by  hin  ibuughtful  considemtlonuf  llie 
feelings  of  others.  He  liad  decided  opinions  ofliis 
own,  but  was  always  careful  uud  modest  In  the  ex- 
pression of  them  so  as  iiui  to  reflect  or  seem  to  re- 
flect upon  the  opinioun  of  others,  or  wound  their 
sensibilities. 

"  We  shall  miss  hitu  from  his  seat  nt  this  board, 
where  for  so  many  years  lii^  has  been  a  valued  mem- 
ber, but  we  rejoice  in  tlic  feeling  that  it  is  well  with 
him  in  the  larger  life  iriiu  which  he  has  now  entered. 
Ah  friends  we  tender  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  the 
afflicted  family  in  this  their  tiereavement,  and  will  join 
them  in  paying  the  last  tribute  of  raijiuct  lu  his  re- 
mains by  attending  hi^  funeral  services." 

The  dircctorH  of  tlic  Wampanoug  Company  put 
upon  their  records  a  similar  tribute,  saying  among 
other  things,  "The  piissitig  away  of  auch  a  man, 
whose  long  residence  iji  this  community,  and  inti- 
mate connection  with  its  interests,  moral  as  well  as 
material,  is  an  event  that  will  be  deplored  wherever 

The  Massachusetts  Asuueialion,  of  which  he  was  a 
member  and  often  a  ik'leg.ite,  adopted  the  fbllowing 
brief  expression  of  thuir  suiise  of  his  chiirtictur  and 
4  to  the  church  : 


JONATHAN    T.    LINCOLN. 

Prominent  among  tiie  industries  of  Pall  Rivcr.and 
one  doicrving  more  than  a  passing  notice,  is  th&  ma- 
chine-works of  Kilhuin,  Lincoln  &  Co.  The  success 
of  this  industry,  the  bnaiiiuis  history  of  which  covers 
a  period  of  nearly  forty  yt-ars,  is  largely  due  to  the 
mechanical  ingenuity  and  business  ssgucity  of  Joini- 
than  Thayer  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Lincoln  wiis  a  member  of  one  of  the  Taunton 
families  of  Lincoln,  whose  ancestors  were  among  the 


earliest  settlers  in  itrintol  County.  lis  was  a  Mn  0 
Caleb  and  Mercy  (Thayer)  Lincoln,  and  was  born  in 
Taunton,  Oct.  17,  180(5.  Tholr  oilier  children  were 
Nollie(lMirn  1788, diud  im&i.  Nancy  {Imrn  17mi,dic<l 
1874),  William  (born  1790,  died  1832),  ItcUey(biirn 
1792,  died  IttSli),  Iliinnuh  (Imrn  1793,  died  1874], 
Leonline  (born  1790,  died  1820},  Maria  (l«irn  1798, 
died  1822),  Nurcissa  (born  ISOO,  died  1827),  Oali-h 
Murtin  (born  1S02,  did  18fi,'>).  I^rcnxu  (burn  ISOU). 
and  Mercy  Kmmclinu  (bom  1810).  Culuh  Lincoln 
was  a  farmer  and  miller,  living  on  a  farm  in  the  now 
village  of  Wwtvillc,  Taunlun,  which  had  been  in 
possession  of  his  family  ainco  their  sottlpment  En  llis 
town  about  the  year  lliUO,  and  which  is  Htill  owned 
and  occnpiod  by  one  of  hln  son*,  lio  was  it  soldier 
in  Ihc  Itavolullonury  war.  Cnleb's  fathur  wan  Wil- 
liam Lincoln,  who  umrrlud  llatinuh  Wudc.  Ohihlren, 
— /.ilphy,  Sally,  Lurana,  Rebecca,  D<-Uoriili,  and 
Caleb.  William's  fiilhor  wan  Thomas  Lincutii,  wliu 
married  Iteliccwi  M'alkcr.  Children,— Willlnni,Hilns, 
Nathan,  and  Tahnlha. 

The  family  came  lo  Tnunlim  from  llingham.  It 
is  an  interesting  fact  Ihiit  nearly  all  the  Lincoln  fam- 
ilies in  the  United  Stutcs  Irtice,  with  mure  or  less  dis- 
tinctness, their  first  suttlcmunt  therein  tii  llingham. 
lion.  Solomon  Lincoln,  in  u  monograph  un  the  Lin- 
coln families  of  Mnasachusetls,  chiinis  that  all  the 
Liucnins  in  Uassnchluclti  are  descendants  of  the 
Lincoln*  who  settled  in  llingham  lu  16.16  and  1(186. 
He  says,  "We  have  evidence  of  nuthontic  r»cord« 
that  the  uiirly  seltlcro  of  llingham  iif  the  name  of 
Lincoln  wcro  four  licaring  the  numu  uf  Thomas,  dis- 
tinguished from  each  other  by  their  uecniutions  as 
miller,  weaver,  cooper,  and  hiuluindniun  ;  Klkphen 
(brothtir  uf  the  husbandman),  Daniel,  iind  ^Jamucl 
(brother  of  the  weaver.)"  He  lulds,  "Our  cUim  u 
that  the  early  settlers  uf  Hinghum  nbovo  enumoratcd 
were  the  progenitors  uf  all  the  Lincolns  uf  this  coun- 
try." From  llingham  the  Lincolns  trace  their  curly 
home  to  Norfolk  Coiiuty,  England. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  the  lirnt  rudi- 
ments of  his  school  eiluvHtion  at  tho  old  red  school- 
house  at  Weslville.  and  completed  it  at  the  iig«  of 
sixteeen  years  at  the  privato  school  of  Kev.  Alvln 
Cobh.  a  school  which  curly  iu  the  century  eiyoyeil 
considerable  local  fame,  lie  thou  went  to  work  for 
his  brother  William,  who  with  a  ciiusin,  lloi^oaiiu 
Lincoln,  had  begun  the  busineas  of  uottmi-spinning 
in  what  was  calleil  the  8hovel-Cakc  factory  ut  WiM- 
villc.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  lie  was  apprentiu'd  to 
David  Perry,  who  owned  u  machine-shop  on  the 
White  Bircji  Stream  in  Dightou.  Hero  he  leuined 
the  machinist's  trade,  a  trade  which  had  been  hiit 
choice  from  lioyliood. 

When  out  of  his  time,  at  the  age  of  twcniy-unc, 
witli  a  now  suit  of  dollies  and  liay  dollars  in  iiumey, 
then  the  usual  "  fncdoni"  payment  to  an  apprenlico 
for  his  three  years'  service  at  his  Crude,  he  left  Taun- 
ton for  Pawtucket,  where  he  found  omplnymcnl  at  the 
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tnachtne-8hop  of  David  Wilkinson.  Here  lie  worked 
about  three  years,  and  had  for  fellow-workmen  David 
Falen  and  Alvin  Jenks,  afterwards  founders  of  the 
firm  of  Falps  &  Jenks,  and  CMark  Tompkins,  after- 
wards the  successful  machine-maker  of  Troy,  N.  Y. 
Pie  next  removed  to  Taunton,  where  he  lived  about  a 
year.  It  was  about  this  time  that  he  was  engaged  to 
change  a  single-color  printing-machine  to  a  multiple- 
color  machine,  one  of  the  first  probably  ever  made  in 
the  country. 

He  came  to  Fall  River  in  1829,  and  in  18.S1  was 
employed  as  master-nieclmnic  by  the  Massasoit  Mill 
Company,  which  then  leiuned  the  mill  property  on 
Pocawct  Street  owned  by  the  Watuppa  Manufacturing 
Company.  In  l.S45-4()  the  MnHsaaoit  Company  re- 
moved it-H  marhinery  to  its  new  mill  on  Da  vol  Street. 
The  Watuppa  Company,  of  which  Mr.  Linden  Cook 
was  agent,  decided  in  fill  its  mill  with  improved  ma- 
chinery for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  goods,  and 
engaged  ^\r.  Lincoln  to  build  a  part  of  the  looms, 
which  he  did  in  the  machine-shop  of  the  mill.  The 
job  of  looms  was  divided  into  three  parts.  Mr.  Lin- 
coln had  at  first  a  third,  and  Mr.  John  Kilburn  a 
third,  with  the  understanding  with  the  company  that 
the  one  who  completed  his  )>art  first  should  have  the 
rcn)aining  third  to  make.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  the  suc- 
cessful competitor,  and  so  made  two-thirds  of  the 
looms.  The  style  of  lo<nn  then  made  was  widely 
known  as  the  "  Fall  River  loom." 

In  1844,  John  Kilburn,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire, 
began  in  Fall  River  the  manufacture  of  cotton -looms 
and  the  Fourneyron  turbine,  the  latter  a  French  in- 
vention which  was  being  introduced  into  the  New 
Enirland  mills  as  a  water-motor.  He  had  l>een  in 
business  but  a  nhort  time  when  his  health  failed,  and 
he  died  in  184rK 

Shortly  after  his  death  a  copartnership  was  formed, 
comprising  his  widow,  his  brother  Elijah  C,  and  Mr. 
Lincoln,  which  succeeded  to  the  business  he  had  been 
engaged  in  establinhing.  The  firm,  which  was  called 
F.  C.  Kilburn  Sc  Co.,  manufactured  turbines,  shaft- 
ing, and  various  kinds  of  machinery  for  print-works 
and  iron-mills. 

Mr.  Kilburn  had  charge  of  the  office- work,  and  Mr. 
Lincoln  of  the  mechanical.  Hoth  were  industrious, 
hard-working  men,  and  they  soon  built  up  a  flourish- 
ing business.  The  firm  continued  until  1856,  when  a 
new  firm,  Kilburn,  Lincoln  &  Ron,  was  formed,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Kilburn,  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  his  oldest 
son,  Henry  C.  Lincoln.  The  younger  Mr.  Lincoln 
brought  to  the  business  a  practical  knowledge  of  me- 
cbaniea  and  a  thorough  business  training,  having  been 
associated  with  bis  father  in  business  in  various  ca- 
]>ncities  from  early  manhood. 

Aitliougli  making  many  other  kinds  of  machinery, 
the  firm  made  a  specialty  of  the  "  Fourneyron  Tur- 
bine." This  turl)iiie,  as  improved  by  them,  had  a 
largcsalo,  displacing  the  lumbering  breast-wheels,  and 
utilizing  a  percentage  of  power  the  best  of  them  never 


rivaled.  In  1859,  Mr.  Lincoln  made  an  extensive 
business  tour  through  the  Southern  States,  his  firm 
having  built  up  a  considenible  business  with  the 
manufacturers  of  that  section  of  our  country. 

In  1867  it  was  found  necessary  to  build  a  larger 
machine-shop,  and  it  was  decided  to  add  an  iron 
foundry  to  their  works.  To  insure  the  new  feature 
being  a  success,  Mr.  Charles  P.  Dring,  who  had  been 
superintendent  of  the  Fall  River  Iron- Works  Com- 
pany's foundry  for  many  years,  became  associated 
with  them.  The  name  was  changed  to  Kilburn,  Lin- 
coln &  Co.,  and  they  became  an  incorporated  com- 
pany in  1868,  under  the  general  incorporation  act  of 
Massachusetts.  Mr.  Lincoln's  son-in-law,  Andrew 
Luscomb,  who  had  been  engaged  with  them  in  the 
nmnufacturo  of  musket-ports  for  the  United  States 
government,  was  also  admitted.  The  new  works  were 
completed  on  a  tract  of  three  hundred  rods  of  land 
in  an  eligible  location  near  railroads  and  tide- water, 
and  comprised  a  machine-shop,  iron  foundry,  brass 
foundry,  pattern-house,  paint-shops,  warehouse,  and 
setting-up  shop.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  elected  president 
of  the  corporation,  and  remained  so  until  his  death. 
Mr.  Kilburn  was  elected  treasurer,  which  ]>08ition  he 
held  until  1872. 

In  January,  1860,  Mr.  Kilburn  disposed  of  the 
larger  part  of  his  interest,  and  subsequently  of  all 
of  it,  to  the  other  members,  and  in  1872  he  was  elected 
treasurer  of  the  King  Philip  Mills,  which  position  he 
still  holds.  On  his  retirement  Mr.  Lincoln's  young- 
est son,  Leon  tine,  was  elected  treasurer. 

In  1872  additions  were  made  to  the  works  with  a 
view  to  the  manufacture  of  looms  on  a  large  scale. 
Since  then  the  company  has  been  among  the  largest 
manufacturers  of  looms  for  cotton-  and  silk-weaving. 
It  has  a  capacity  for  making  fifty  looms  a  week,  be- 
sides the  other  kinds  of  machinery,  such  as  shafting, 
pulleys,  dye-works,  and  bleachery  machinery,  of  which 
it  makes  a  specialty.  When  running  full  capacity  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  hands  are  employed. 

Since  Mr.  Lincoln's  death  his  interest  has  been 
held  by  his  family.  The  company  is  now  organized  as 
follows:  President,  Henry  C.  Lincoln  ;  Treasurer,  Le- 
ontine  Lincoln ;  Directors,  Henry  C.  Lincoln,  I^ontine 
Lincoln,  Andrew  Luscomb,  and  Charles  H.  Dring. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Lincoln  became  associated  with  his 
brother  Lorenzo,  his  nephew  James  M.,  and  his  son 
Edward  Lincoln,  in  the  business  of  paper  manufac- 
ture at  North  Dighton.  The  firm  was  called  L.  Lin- 
coln &  Co.,  and  succeeded  to  the  business  which  was 
established  in  1850  by  Mr.  Lincoln's  brothers,  Caleb 
M.  and  Lorenzo.  He  retired  from  the  firm  before  his 
death,  his  son  Edward  taking  his  interest  therein. 
He  had  the  greatest  faith  in  the  success  of  Fall  River 
as  a  centre  for  the  cotton  manufacturing  industry,  una 
one  of  the  original  stockholders  in  the  Union  Milj 
Company,  an  owner  in  several  other  corporations,  and 
a  director  in  thcTecumseh  Mills  from  the  time  of  the 
organiz-ition  of  that  corporation. 
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AUliough  lie  tiwlc  u  deep  iul«r«iit  in  public  afTairi), 
Mr.  Lincoln  ivus  averse  to  holding  publlu  afiii;e,  uiiil 
uever  held  bnt  one,  ilmt  ol'  inembec  of  tbe  Commun 
Council  uf  Full  River.  He  wm  one  of  the  uldwC 
memben  ot  the  Mount  Ilope  Lodge  of  Maaona,  of 
which  organlEBtion  he  wua  treaauror  fur  many  ycura. 
lu  |Militica  he  waa  a  Free-Soil  Whig  before  tlio  for- 
mation of  the  Ue|>uhlicuu  party,  when  he  hecanio  an 
earnoL  udhert'iiL  lu  the  iirinciplca  uf  that  piirly. 

lie  iviia  a  man  of  sunny  teuiparameiit,  eiinicat  of 
purpose,  charitable  in  judgment,  and  diafinguiabed 
by  acta  of  practical  benevolence.  The  fh/l  Jtiver 
Diiilij  Nevii  i:iaBed  an  editorial  notice  of  hia  deaili  aa 
fullowa ;  "  Mr.  Lincoln  tvaa  held  in  great  eateeni  and 
reipcct  by  hix  fullow-citiuinit  generally.  He  had  the 
reputation  of  being  an  ingeiiiuui  and  itkillful  inu- 
L'hunic,  and  a  buHiuLiM  man  ivhoae  integrity  was  un- 
queatioufd.  He  fas  a  worthy  and  valuable  uilliscn, 
whoHu  IcisH  must  be  fell." 


KTHI-IIKS   DAVOL. 

Stephen  Davol,  one  of  the  oldest  and  moat  aucceaa- 
ful  cotton  inunufactureni  in  New  England,  waa  bnrn 
in  Fall  River,  Nov.  21!,  1S07,  where  bo  biia  rcaidcd  Ui 
the  present  time,  ami  liua  been  tboruuglily  idenlilie<l 
with  the  rapid  growth  and  development  of  the  uolUiu 
indualry  and  of  the  city  in  general. 

Tbe  beginning  uf  Mr.  Dnvol'M  career  in  cnnnecliun 
with  tbe  cutlun  inatiunieluni  ilatea  back  U)  the  year 
1818,  when  huciiUcud  ibc  Troy  Milla,  working  in  tbe 
niilU  during  the  anninicr,  and  attvinlitig  auhiHil  in  Ihu 
winttir.  A  few  yuara  later  blenching  and  (»ili co-print- 
ing waa  bLirted  in  Ibis  place  by  Daniel  Wright  3l  Co., 
and  the  treoaurcr  of  the  company  ezprcaaing  a  wish 
tliutyuung  Davol  uboiild  coroe  with  theui  and  learn 
tbe  bnsincM,  hia  father  apprenticed  him  to  thia  firm 
for  three  yean.  Tlie  work  there  being  irregular,  one 
week  on  and  two  off,  he  waa  not  aatiatied  with  it,  and 
returned,  aher  a  few  inontha'  trial  of  the  printing 
buaineas,  to  the  Troy  manufocUiry,  and  aonn  became 
an  overaeer  of  their  iipinning,  dreaaiug,  and  weaving, 
where  he  remained  until  1833,  when  he  wua  called  to 
the  HU|>er  ill  tendency  uf  tbe  Pocasaet  Milla,  and  con- 
tinued in  tbiit  capacity  until  tbe  death  of  the  treas- 
urer of  the  milla,  Mr.  M,  It.  Kugglua,  in  lKii7,  when 
Mr.  Davul  suci'ucded  him  aa  trcaaurur,  and  continued 
in  that  capiicity  until  1877.  It  may  he  atatcd  alau 
that  from  1843  to  18(10  lie  waa  Ireaaurer  of  tbe  Truy 
Cotton  und  Woolen  Manufactory. 

At  the  time  Mr,  iJavul  entered  tbe  I'ucaasel  Com- 
pany B»  Hupurinteiidciit,  in  1833,  the  company  vas 
operating  llKKl  to  120tiapindlea  in  what  waa  known  ex 
their  Uridge  Mill.  Thin  mill  waa  burne<l  la  the  great 
fire  of  1843,  und  xinee  that  time  Milla  Noa.  1,  2,  und  3 
have  been  erected,  and  this  comfiany  now  ojieratea 
56,112  spindlca,  1385  looma,  and  haa  a.  capital  of 
|1,1G1,00U, 

'I'he  skill  and  long  ciperieiico  uf  Mr.  Davol  aa  u 


cotton  manufacturer  have  been  largely  called  upon  iu 
thiuo  lat«r  yeant,  and  hia  upiniuna  ara  Bought  on  all 
iH-caaiona  with  reference  to  manufacturing  chaogca 
and  lucthoUa,  for  even  in  hia  practical  reiinicy  lie 
lovei  to  mark  the  prugreaa  of  liui  favorite  buainesa, 
which  he  haa  aocn  riae  almuat  from  it»  hirtb,  with  ila 
crude  devieun  and  vurrunndinga,  and  haa  livc<l  to  auc 
thu  rufild  impruvuniunta  and  ingoniouH  njiplicalioiia 
which  hHVu  rwiitlud  in  making  u  mtxlurn  uotlun-niill 
uno  of  the  wonduni  of  the  ninoleuntb  ciintury. 

Altliough  Mr.  Davol  haa  prautically  retinid  fnmi 
active  bunineaa  life,  alill  hia  exiHirionca  und  judgineitl 
in  the  cotton  buaiuuaa  are  yd  uilled  into  ruijuiailion, 
an  indiculud  by  hia  remaining  on  tbe  l>uard  of  dtrcc- 
tura  of  nut  IcM  than  acvun  or  oigbl  corjiur.aion*.  He 
in  president  ol'  tbe  Mocbanica'  Milla,  and  a  dirrclur 
in  thia  and  the  rnciuaet,  Troy,  Wampanoag,  and 
Itarnurd  Manufwcluritig  Cunipuuica,  iind  in  the  Spiol 
und  Ihibbin  Company.  Ha  ia  alao  prcaident  uf  tliu 
Full  River  Miinufucturem'  Mutual  Firo  Inauraiicc 
Company,  und  a  direulor  iu  l)ia  Ulackatinie  and  Mer- 
chiuila'  Fire  Inaurancu  Ouinpaniea  uf  Frovidence,  R. 
I.,  and  in  lh»  Mctucouitil  liiuik  uf  tbia  city,  und  Wnu- 
tuppa  Reaurvotr  Company,  In  tbia  luiier  uur|>»rn- 
liiiii  ho  hint  been  a  dirccl'ir  over  thirty  jvura. 

May  18,  1840,  Mr.  Davol  wtu  united  in  uinrriagu 
with  Suruli  F.  CIniae,  and  lliuir  children  woru  aa  I'ul- 
lowa:  Itrudlbrd  Durfce,  murriud  CWneliu  Wbeedcii 
Lincoln,  Uuu.  1,  187<'> ;  tiuruh  I^iuiau,  murrieil  Jiuepb 
L.  Itullington,  Bu|>l,  21,  \»i\l;  Mary  Anna,  iiiiirritHl 
Alexander  Dorrnin^a  l-^iHlon,  8cpi.  ■£!,  I8tl.'>;  Jiuhim 
Chirk  Chnno,  nnirriwl  Mary  I'^Uun  llruwnull ;  (iuorgc 
ytupliun,  muniud  Mary  lamiMi  Uciui,tM]pL  S,  187:1; 
Ilarriuttu  Rcminglon,  niurriud riL^<phvn  llurmiby  Ash- 
ley, Fob.  18,  1874;  Aimer  ['union,  inarriuU  Harriet 
J.  Marvull ;  Charles  il.  U.  und  Claru  Frouburn.  All 
living  oicept  Claru,  who  diet)  iu  1881.  Mr.  Davol  i> 
a  public-siii riled  citiKeu,  and  all  mi'iiturua  tending  to 
the  aiivancciuent  uf  Ilia  native  town  find  in  him  an 
eurneiit  advocate. 


U,  T.  DAVIS,  M,D. 
Robert  Thoui|i»on  Davis,  M.D.,  M.C,  la  u  native  of 
County  Down,  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  waa  Iwrn 
Aug.  28,  1823.  Ilia  falliur  waa  of  l>r.'nl)yt<-rian  vAh- 
cutmn  and  unuo^ttry,  wbilo  bia  uiolbcr  bctuiigwl  U*  tliu 
Frieiida'  Sociuly.  Coming  to  Amuriuu  when  tlircv 
yeara  old,  lie  piiaaul  hia  curly  life  at  Aincabury,  Mum., 
where  his  father  reahled  for  hnlf  u  century.  Ha  waa 
cduculc<l  ut  Ihu  Friendd'  school  ut  Froviilcnce,  R.  I., 
and  Anieabury  Academy.  Cbou»ing  the  inedicul  jtru- 
fewiion  for  hia  life-work,  be  buciiinc  a  aludvnl  of  Dr. 
Thoinoa  Wilbur,  of  Fall  River,  pasaed  [wo  yeara  at 
Tremunt  MiHlicid  School,  Uoaton,  nud  iviu  graduated 
from  Harvard  Meilicul  Department  in  1817.  Aflcr  a 
short  experieuue  uadiaiieDaury  phyaicinn  in  Itottlon,  lie 
wont  to  Wuterville,  iluine,  and  alter  three  ycurs  cnino 
\it  Fall  River  in  IttTK),  und  permanently  catubliafaet) 
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himKelf  licro  in  liis  profession.  Excepting  four  years 
of  New  York  City  life,  Fall  River  has  since  been  his 
home.  He  at  once  became  actively  interested  in  tlie 
JSristol  (.-onnty  South  Medical  Society,  was  again  and 
again  elected  its  president,  the  youngest  man  at  that 
time  on  whom  the  honor  had  been  bestowed.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  and 
has  been  frequently  elected  councilor  of  that  honor- 
able body.  He  is  also  a  member  of  both  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association  and  National  Public  Health 
AKsociation.  lie  has  been  much  in  public  anairs,  and 
from  early  life  was  strongly  anti-slavery  in  sentiment, 
and  was  bold  and  earnest  in  advocacy  of  it»  cause, 
beginning  his  public  career  in  1851,  by  a  spirited  and 
elo(|uent  speech  in  favor  of  instructing  the  represen- 
tatives of  Fall  River  in  the  State  Legislature  to  cast 
their  votes  for  Charles  Sumner  for  United  Suites  sen- 
ator. The  vote  was  taken  in  harmony  with  the  forci- 
ble presentation  of  Dr.  Davis  and  the  representative 
voted  for  Sumner,  who  was  elected.  Dr.  Davis  was  a 
member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  the  State 
in  185.'5.  In  1858  and  1860  he  was  elected  to  repre- 
sent his  district  in  the  State  Senate.  No  public  mat- 
ter came  up  during  these  troublous  times  on  which 
Dr.  Davis  did  not  eloquently  express  his  views,  either 
by  speeches  or  written  articles,  and  show  a  keen 
power  of  lorecMslinjr  the  future.  \\v.  was  instrumental 
in  securing  the  line  adopted  and  ratified  by  the  J^egis- 
latiires  of  IMiode  Island  and  Massachusetts  as  the 
boundary  between  those  States,  and  clearly  foresaw 
the  value  of  such  action  to  the  prosperity  of  Fall 
River. 

He  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Republican  Con- 
vention in  1860  which  nominated  Abraham  Lincoln, 
and  also  a  delegate  to  the  one  in  1876  that  nominated 
Rutherford  B.  Hayes.  Governor  Andrews  appointed 
him,  in  1863,  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Chari- 
ties. In  1869,  on  the  organization  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health,  he  was  appointed  one  of  its  members  by 
Governor  Claflin,  and  by  repeated  appointments  con- 
tinued on  the  Imard  during  its  existence.  It  was  su- 
perseded by  the  State  Board  of  Health,  Lunacy,  and 
(•harity,  and  of  this  new  body  he  was  immediately 
matle  a  mendier  by  Governor  Talbot,  and  was  reap- 
pointed by  Governor  Long.  In  1873  he  was  elected 
nniyor  of  Fall  River,  there  being  no  opposing  candi- 
date. His  administration  was  in  a  great  transition 
period  of  the  city,  many  large  and  expensive  improve- 
ments were  under  way,  and  his  inaugural  was  full  of 
important  reeommeiulations  that  were,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions, adopted  and  carried  out  by  the  city.  Among 
the  improvenients  thus  recommended  and  made  was 
the  erection  of  three  large  public  school-buildings 
(one  of  which  was  named  "  Davis  School"),  three 
engine-houpcs  and  police-stations,  the  widening  of 
Pleasant  Street  for  a  distance  of  two  miles,  laying  out 
and  finishing  many  other  streets.  A  plan  of  sewer- 
age was  adopted  in  accordance  with  his  recommenda- 
tion;  also  the  City  Hall  was  completed  and  dedicated 


under  his  administration,  and  Dr.  Davis  was  the  one 
who  delivered  the  address.  The  mains,  machinery, 
and  buildings  of  the  water-works  were  brought  to 
completion  suflicicntly  for  use  during  the  same  period, 
and  in  the  same  year  the  city  government  adopted 
the  State  law,  furnishing  the  pupils  of  the  public 
schools  text-books  free  of  cost  to  them.  Fall  River 
was  the  first  city  in  the  State  to  do  this,  and  the  re- 
sult amply  proves  the  wisdom  of  this  action.  Dr. 
Davis  was  mayor  one  year  only,  he  declining  a  re- 
election. The  salary  of  the  office  he  donated  to  the 
"  Children's  Home." 

Always  a  friend  and  earnest  worker  in  the  cause  of 
education,  he  has  aided  everything  proposed  for  the 
good  of  the  scholars  and  increasing  their  proficiency. 

He  has  been  prominently  and  actively  interested  for 
years  with  the  business  prosperity  of  Fall  River.  He 
purchased  real  estate  in  the  eastern  portion  of  Fall 
River  in  1869-70,  and  made  investments  in  the  various 
corporations  having  mills  in  that  locality,  and  its 
rapid  increase  of  business  and  population  is  much  of 
it  due  to  his  enterprise  and  business  sagacity.  He  is 
president  of  the  Wampanoag  Mills,  a  director  in 
various  other  corporations,  and  was  one  of  three  to 
purchase  the  Globe  Print- Works  property,  where  two 
mills  have  since  been  put  up. 

He  is  oflen  called  on  to  address  public  assemblies. 
He  delivered  in  1868  the  first  address  made  in  the 
city  on  Decoration  Day.  At  a  public  meeting,  held 
in  the  fall  of  1871,  to  relieve  the  sufferers  by  the 
Chicago  fire.  Dr.  Davis,  in  a  forcible  speech,  proposed 
and  sustained  resolutions  pledging  Fall  River  to  give 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars  for  this  purpose.  They 
were  adopted  by  the  meeting,  approved  by  the  city 
authorities,  and  the  amount  sent  to  Chicago.  He  de- 
livered a  centennial  address  Oct.  25, 1880,  before  the 
assembled  scholars  of  the  higher  grades  of  the  public 
schools  on  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution  of  Massachusetts.  He 
closed  with  this  practical  and  patriotic  advice:  "  Now, 
my  young  friends,  in  closing,  let  me  simply  say  that 
you  are  on  the  threshold  of  the  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities of  American  citizens.  The  generation  of 
which  you  form  a  part  will  see  your  own  country  the 
dominant  povrer  of  the  civilized  world.  It  is  of  vast 
importance  that  that  power  shall  be  wielded  in  favor 
of  free  and  good  government  I  have  no  fears  that 
educated  as  you  are  in  Massachusetts,  inheriting  the 
traditions  of  your  forefathers,  and  imbued  with  their 
spirit,  you  will  not  perform  all  your  duties  in  this 
great  regard.  The  present  generation  must  transmit 
to  its  successors  that  which  it  has  accomplished  or 
inherited  from  the  past.  It  must  hold  firmly  aloft 
that  glorious  standard  of  free  principles  which  your 
predcces8oi*s  maintained  so  firmly  and  so  long ;  that 
standard  which  waved  before  the  armies  of  the  Revo- 
lution and  of  the  Union,  and  which  led  them  on  to 
conflict  and  to  victory,  giving  us  in  the  one  case  a 
country,  and  in  the  other  preserving  its  liberties  and 
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its  life.  It  JH  a  stanilard  consecrateil  Ly  the  efTurls,  wic- 
rilicea,  aiiii  memories  of  the  nobleist,  beat,  mill  brnveiit 
iiimiiM  in  our  history.  May  it  Ihmt  forisver,  the  un- 
queHtioned  Hymbol  not  of  national  power  and  prot^etw 
only,  but  of  the  eternul  priociplea  of  fre«i]uiii  and 
jliBtice." 

He  was  unnnimoualy  iiomiaated  in  1882  by  the 
Republican  CongreHsiunal  Convention  of  the  First 
District  as  its  candidate,  and  wus  elocleil  member 
of  Congreas  by  eleven  thoiisaml  four  hundred  and 
seventy-five  votes  in  his  favor  to  five  thousand  live 
hundred  and  eighty-one  euat  for  his  opponent  on  the 
Deniocmlic  ticlfot. 

He  married  Oct.  1,  1S4S,  Sarah,  daugl iter  of  Or. 
Thoinaa  Wilbur,  hia  inatructor  In  ineUiuine.  She 
died  in  1856,  having  survived  their  only  diibl.  He 
married,  in  June,  MMi,  Kuxan  Ann  lluight,  id  New 
Cjwtle,  N.  Y.    Tliey  huve  one  boh. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  pleasant  social  qualities  of 
Dr.  Davis  ivo  will  mention  that  on  the  organization 
of  the  Commercial  Club  of  Fall  River,  an  institution 
formed  for  sociality,  Dr.  Davis  was  elected  president, 
and  still  holds  tbnt  office. 


KDMII.\D    0UA8&. 

Edmund  Cbase,  tliesubject  of  this  skotcb,  was  born 
in  Fall  River,  Juno  H,  1818,  and  is  the  aon  of  Edmund 
and  rhebe  Chase,  who  were  prominent  members  of 
the  Society  of  Friends. 

Edmund  Cbase,  Sr.,  was  the  son  of  Obadiah  iind 
Eunice  Cbase,  and  wru  born  iu  Bomeniet,  Miua.,  April 
11, 1787,  lie  learned  the  trade  of  a  tanner,  and  com- 
menced businesa  in  Somerset,  doing  his  lint  tanning 
in  a  half-hogshead.  He  married,  Sept.  30, 1813,  Phebe, 
daughter  of  llcnjiiniin  and  Elizabeth  Skde,  of  Swnn- 

Rsnioving  to  Fall  River  in  1810,  he  purchased  tlie 
place  adjoining  the  present  poat-uflice  building,  wliuru 

bis  son  now  curries  on  business,  and  where  he  for 
nearly  fifty  years  conducted  the  business  of  a  tiinuer 

Hia  Bou,  Edinnnil,  was  reared  to  the  occupation  of 
bis  father,  and  received  liia  education  at  the  common 
schools  and  the  Friends'  Board ing-Schuol,  Provi- 
dence, R.  1. 

July  2, 1843,  came  the  "  Rig  Fire,"  entirely  destroy- 
ing his  father'a  buuinesti,  involving  a  loas  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars.  He  iinnieiliatfily  rebuilt,  tnkin);his  son 
as  partner,  so  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  lliu  business 
was  again  in  successful  operation,  tlio  lirjn  being 
Edmund  Cbase  &  Son,  and  so  remained  until  tbu 
death  of  his  father,  which  occurrel  July  4,  1859. 

From  obituary  notices,  which  were  puhttsbeit  at  the 
time,  we  take  the  folliiwing: 

"  For  nearly  half  n  century  he  has  been  llic  steady, 
industrious,  and  upright  man  of  business,  niaijitaiuJng 
under  all  circumstHuces  a  character  fur  strict  integrity 
and  probity,  leaving  behind  him  n  reputation  fur  the 


faithful  perfominncuof  the  varied  duties  of  lift?  rarely 
equaled,  and  very  seldom  surpassnl. 

"  lie  wus  one  of  ciur  oldest  ainl  must  reapoctcd  cili- 
Eeus,  a  man  of  uprightness  and  integrity  in  all  hi* 
business  and  social  rulutions,  and  most  eurenii  und 
conscientious  in  his  daily  walk  and  con  venation. 
Through  a  lung  life  ho  nniiutained  n  chnrucl«r  above 
reproach,  and  lias  left  behind  liim  what  i»  more  to  be 
coveted  than  riches  and  houom,  the  record  uf  a  giHid 
example,  not  aoon  to  he  forgotten  by  tlmau  who  en- 
joyed hia  JYieniUhip  and  confiileneci." 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  Mr.  Chase  begun  the 
manufacture  of  t>«ltB,  and  this  has  »ince  been  bis 
principal  businesa,  lie  Ima  been  a  director  in  tha 
Urauito  and  Stafford  Mills  from  Uieir  organ izalitin, 
nls»  dinictor  and  iireaidcnt  uf  the  llournu  MilU,  nu<l 
director  iu  the  Miissasoit  National  Ihiuk  sinuo  IKTt'. 
Itesides  these  Mr.  Chase  hoUU  uBicea  of  rcstponsibility 
and  trust  in  various  oilier  important  relutiotis. 

He  hint  been  twice  married.  His  Rnt  wife  was  Amy 
C.  Douglass,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  I'ulicnce  Doug- 
lass, whom  be  married  Nov.  V>,  1841.  She  die.1  IKI. 
S,  18G3.  He  married  for  his  second  witc  Sarah  II, 
Vickcry.duughterofCaiebl).  andAtmiraW.Viclfcry, 

May  m,  mm. 

He  is  a  Repuhlicau  iu  politico,  und  a  llnitariaii  iu 

his  religioUH  belief  and  associations. 


JOU  II.  FltKNnll. 

Job  B.  French,  sou  of  ICnoch  and  Hiirah  Friruch, 
was  born  iu  Truy  (now  Fall  ttiver).  Mar>di  U,  18iMi. 
He  is  n  descunduht  of  Ephraiiu  Frcuoh,  who  cuum 
from  Eogliind  about  11!8II  and  settled  in  itaynhiim, 
Mass.  Onuoftbcdeacendunlsuf  the  latter,  Kphrnlm, 
uf  Itaynhiiin  (probably  his  grandson),  murriud  Klibt- 
boili  Proslirey  in  1775,  and  bad  two  muis,  K|ibruiui, 
born  in  1777,  and  Enoch,  Imrn  in  1770.  Enoch  wm> 
taken  to  Fall  Itivi'r  by  his  mother  at  the  tune  of  her 
soeimd  marriage,  tho  father  linviug  dlud  a  y<>uug 
man.  lie  was  soou  after  apprenticed  tii  a  tiuiner 
named  James  lUud,  whose  youngest  Mister  Sarah  he 
married  in  171IU.  The  children  of  linnch  und  Sarah 
were  Ash  P.,  CeoTge  R.,  Sluphcn  L.,  IticbanI  O.,  Joh 
B.,  Nancy,  Abrani,  William,  James,  und  Eliisa, — o)j(hi 
sons  and  two  danghieiti.  Soon  after  his  marriage, 
Eniich,  although  not  tjiilte  of  age,  bought  the  tan- 
nery and  aulMequently  added  a  shoo  mnuuliuilory. 
lie  also  engaged  t[uite  extensively  in  runulug.  Tbu 
sons  worked  on  the  farm  and  leanicd  tl>e  trades  of 
laiiniNg  and  ahoemaking. 

Ueiul's  tannery,  where  Enoch  French  servoil  his  ap- 
prenticeship, was  oil  what  is  now  known  oa  Freueb'^ 
Hill,  the  name  of  the  latter  owner  having  entirely 
supcrseiled  that  of  the  former.  In  1820  hu  dpeiunl 
the  first  boot-  and  slioe-slore  iu  Fall  Uiver,  on  the 
corner  of  North  Main  and  Central  Streets,  where  the 
Durfee  block  now  stands,  Asa,  Stephen,  and  Job  act- 
ing as  clerks.    In  I83il  he  moved  a  few  doors  west  on 
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Central  Street,  and  in  1824  again  moyed  to  Main 
Street,  a  few  doors  south  of  the  present  location  of 
the  store  of  J.  B.  French  &  Son.  In  1822,  Asa  be- 
came a  partner,  the  name  of  the  firm  being  changed 
to  Enoch  French  &  Son.  Stephen  was  admitted  in 
1824  and  Job  in  1826.  In  1832  the  firm  was  dis- 
solved, Asa  taking  the  tannery,  Stephen  the  shoe- 
manufactory,  and  Job  remaining  in  the  store  with  his 
father,  the  firm-name  being  Enoch  French  &  Co. 
Their  store  was  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  1843,  but 
they  at  once  erected  the  bricic  block  (Merchant's 
block),  where  they  continued  business  until  the 
senior  partner  died,  in  1847,  aged  sixty-seven  years. 

Mr.  Enoch  French  was  an  influential  and  highly 
respected  citizen.  He  was  a  selectman  in  the  town 
of  Fail  Uivcr  eight  ycnr»,  1821-22,  1824-29,  and  was 
representative  to  the  General  Court,  1828-29  and  1840. 
He  was  one  of  the  committee  of  ten  appointed  to  dis- 
tribute funds  sent  to  Fall  River  after  the  great  fire  of 
1843.  He  was  a  corporator  of  the  Fall  River  Savings- 
Bank,  and  April  15,  1828,  he  was  elected  chairman  of 
its  first  board  of  investment,  a  position  which  he  held 
until  his  death,  a  period  of  nineteen  years. 

The  following  will  illuHtratc  his  high  sense  of  busi- 
ness honor.  His  son  Richard,  when  but  fourteen 
years  old,  was  engaged  for  a  year  to  work  for  a  man 
near  Newport,  R.  I.,  but  getting  homesick  he  returned 
before  the  expiration  of  his  timeof  service,  and  plead 
so  hard  to  be  relieved  that  Job  was  sent  to  take  his 
place,  the  father  contending  that  the  contract  must 
be  fulfilled  by  one  of  the  boys. 

But  it  was  not  in  the  business  or  political  aspects 
of  his  life  that  his  character  was  most  illustrious, 
although  he  discharged  most  honorably  the  duties  of 
the  various  (»nicos  assigned  him,  and  in  a  spirit  so  uni- 
formly kind  to  all  with  whom  he  associated  as  to  se- 
cure universal  esteem  and  respect. 

In  early  youth  he  became  a  member  of  the  First 
Baptist  C^hurch  of  Fall  River,  which  was  then  small 
and  feeble,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death  the 
enlargement  and  prosperity  with  which  that  church 
was  blessed  were  inseparably  connected  with  his  his- 
tory. For  more  than  forty  years  he  served  the  church 
in  the  oflices  of  deacon  and  treasurer.  During  the 
early  part  of  this  period  he  was  accustomed  to  assist 
in  conducting  the  public  services,  the  pastor,  the  late 
Rev.  Job  Borden,  being  blind.  At  some  seasons, 
when  the  church  was  dependent  upon  occasional 
f«upj)Iies  for  the  pulpit,  he  was  called  to  discharge 
the  duties  belonging  to  the  pastoral  office.  In  many 
instances  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  him 
alone,  or  in  connection  with  an  associate  deacon. 

Job  B.  French,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
notice,  has  been  so  intimately  associated  with  his 
father  and  his  brothers  that  it  is  impossible  to  con- 
sider his  life  ns  separate  from  theirs.  Nor  would  it  be 
desirable  on  his  part  could  such  a  thing  be  done,  for 
he  modestly  nsks  that  to  his  father  especially  should 
be  given  the  more  prominent  place  in  this  record. 


After  his  father's  death.  Job  B.  continued  the  busi- 
ness alone  until  Jan.  1,  1864,  when  he  admitted  his 
son,  Edward  A.  French,  into  partnership.  The  firm 
since  then  has  been  J.  B.  French  &  Son.  We  have 
thus  traced  the  business  back  to  the  beginning  of  the 
century,  a  little  more  than  eighty  years. 

Mr.  French  was  a  representative  to  the  General 
Court  in  1835  and  1841,  and  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  Fall  River  for  several  years,  and  he 
has  also  been  an  assessor.  He  has  served  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Fall  River  Savings-Bank  for  sixteen 
years,  and  as  trustee  nearly  forty  years,  a  position 
which  he  still  holds.  He  has  been  director  of  the 
Mechanics'  Mills,  and  president  of  the  Weetamoe 
Mills  since  its  organization.  He  has  been  since  1830 
a  member  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Fall 
River.  He  married  for  his  first  wife  Abby,  daughter 
of  William  S.  N.  Allan,  of  Newport,  R.  L,  April  17, 
1831.  She  was  born  June  20,  1807,  and  died  March 
17,  1870,  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  her  age.  She 
too  joined  the  Baptist  Church  in  1830.  Of  this 
union  there  were  born  six  children,  whose  names  are 
as  follows:  (1)  Mary  E.,  wife  of  D.  H.  Dyer,  of  Fall 
River;  (2)  James  R.,  deceased;  (3)  Sarah  J.,  wife  of 
William  Lindsey ;  (4)  Edward  A.,  business  partner 
with  his  father,  and  who  married  Eliza  A.  Ricketson  ; 
(5)  Abby  M. ;  and  (6)  Julia  W.;  the  latter  two  resid- 
ing at  home. 

Mr.  French  married  for  his  second  wife,  Aug.  19, 
1873,  Mary  B.,  daughter  of  Robert  Cook,  of  Fall 
River.  She  was  born  in  Wrentham,  Mass.,  Sept.  15, 
1816,  and  died  April  26, 1882.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  First  Congregational  Churcli  of  Fall  River  for 
many  years. 

Although  past  seventy-seven  years  of  age,  Mr. 
French  is  a  remarkably  active  man  of  unusually  good 
judgment,  and  his  advice  is  very  frequently  sought 
He  is  a  person  of  sterling  integrity,  and  enjoys  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  community  in  which  he 
lives. 


QEORGR  READ   FRENCH. 

George  Read  French,  second  son  of  Enoch  and 
Sarah  (Read)  French,  was  born  in  Troy  (now  Fall 
River),  Mass.,  on  the  24th  day  of  January,  1802.  He 
is  a  descendant  of  Ephraim  French,  who  came  from 
England  about  the  year  1680,  and  settled  in  Rayn- 
ham,  Mass.  One  of  the  descendants  of  Ephraim 
French  married  Elizabeth  Presbry  in  1775,  and  had 
two  sons,  whose  names  were  Ephraim  (born  in  1777) 
and  Enoch  (born  in  1779).  Enoch  French  located  in 
Troy  (now  Fall  River),  and  married  Sarah  Read  in 
1799.  To  them  were  born  ten  children, — Asa  P., 
George  R.,  Stephen  L.,  Richard  C,  Job  B.,  Nancy, 
Abram,  William,  James,  and  Eliza. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  George  R.  French 
became  the  manager  of  a  leather-  and  shoe-factory  at 
Oneysville  (now  a  part  of  the  city  of  Providence,  R. 
I.)}  where  he  remained  some  six  months,  when,  in 
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consequence  of  failing  liealtb,  he  embnrhed  in  a  tiloop 
("  liosetta")  for  Durien,  in  the  Stato  of  Georgia, 
where  he  engaged  uh  clerk  with  Porry  Davis,  lato  of 
Providence,  li,  I.,  who  at  that  time  waa  conducting 


aid  place  under  the  Rriti- 
id  who  waa  subsequently 
aa  proprietor  of  "  Perry 


intile  buaii 
name  of  Davis  &  Kelly, 
and  more  popularly  kno 
Davis'  Pain-Killer," 

After  residing  in  Georgia  about  ten  months,  Mr, 
Freni:h  returned  to  bis  home,  And  in  the  autumn  of 
1822  made  another  trip  South,  Hnd  located  in  the 
tiiwn  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  where,  under  the  firm  of 
Hathaway  &  French,  he  entered  into  biksiness  with 
the  late  John  Hathaway  (father  of  hia  lifelong  friend 
Mr.  James  L.  Hathaway,  of  New  York  City),  dealing 
in  lumber  shipments  and  general  merchandise,  laying 
tbe  foundation  of  his  long  and  aucceaisful  bueineos 
career  in  the  city  of  Wilmington.  In  the  year  lg28 
be  opened  a  ahoe-atore  in  his  own  name,  the  firm  of 
Hathaway  &  French  being  dissolved. 

On  the  5th  day  of  April,  1827,  he  was  married  to 
Sarah  C.  Weeks,  of  Wilmington,  with  whom  he  lived 
till  her  death  on  the  19th  day  of  May,  18G7.  They 
bad  twelve  children,— Surah  A.,  Sutsau  M.,  George  H., 
Georgiannu  C,  William  A.,  Margaret  0.,  Caroline, 
George  R.,  James  McD.,  Charles  E.,  Eliza  D.,  and 
Josephine  U.  George  H.,  Georglanna  C,  and  Caro- 
line died  in  infancy  and  youth.  All  the  others  are 
Btill  living,  situated  as  follows : 

Sarah  A.  is  wife  of  Go!.  E.  J.  Lutterloh,  of  Fayotte- 
ville,  N.  C,  now  residing  lU  Cedar  Keys,  Fla. 

Susan  M.  ia  wife  of  E.  D.  Nison,  of  JMenton,  N.  C, 
now  residing  at  Bnltiniore,  Md. 

William  A.  married  Harriet  P.  Timmoos,  of  Tim- 
monsville,  S.  C,  now  resident  of  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Margaret  O.  is  wife  of  Rev.  G.  8.  Jonea,  of  Pasquo- 
tank County,  N.  0.,  now  residing  in  Henderson ville, 
N.  C. 

George  R.  married  Cornelia  M.  Worth,  of  Wil- 
mington, N.  C,  now  resident  of  the  same  dly. 

Jainea  McD.  married  Mattie  Boykin,orSoutham|)- 
ton  County,  Va,,  who  died  leaving  no  ehildren.     Hia 


Bccond  marriuge  w 
ton,  N.  C. 

Cbarlea  E.  (still 
tora  of  the  Crow 
Minn,,  where  he  ri 


i  with  Edna  Godwin,  of  Lumber 


inmarried)  is  one  of  the  prupric- 
Roll ing-U ills,  in   Minneapolis, 


Eliiia  D,  is  the  wife  of  Llewellyn  Christian,  of  Ala- 
bama, now  resident  of  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Josephine  U.  is  the  wife  of  H.  C.  Toma,  of  Bun- 
combe County,  N.  C,  now  residing  in  Henderson  ville, 
N.  O.  From  the  date  of  hia  engagement  in  the  shoe 
trade  (1S2S)  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  late  civil 
war  (1B61)  Mr.  Frencli  was  the  sole  manager  of  his 
buainess,  which  he  successfully  prosecuted  with  char- 
acteristic euergy  through  the  financial  changes  of 
that  period,  maintaining  bis  mercantile  credit  and  high 
standing,  and  so  protecting  his  commercial  honor 
that  ut  no  time  was  his  paper  dishonored  or  prolealod. 


Taught  in  his  early  youth  to  honor  the  flag  of  his 
country  and  cherish  a  patriotic  adherence  to  the 
Union,  he  took  a  decided  stand  ■igiiiiii>t  the  doctrines 
of  seceeaiuu,  and  during  that  entire  atruggle  (although 
surrounded  by  friends  and  hia  family,  who  entertained 
opposite  views  politically]  he  adhered  to  hia  convic- 
tions ns  to  the  folly  of  appealing  to  anna  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  then  existing  dilTereneea,  remaining 
true  in  his  uUcgiance  to  his  country. 

In  the  year  1865,  by  admitting  hia  son  William  A. 
into  copartnership,  the  firm  of  George  It.  French  & 
Son  waa  formed,  and  in  1SG6,  admitting  George  K., 
Jr.,  and  James  McD.,  the  firm  now  known  as  Uotirge 
R.  French  &  Sons  was  established.  In  187'J,  James 
McD.  retired  from  the  Hrm  and  removed  lu  Lumbur- 
ton,  N.  C. 

In  the  year  1827,  Mr.  French  became  a  member  of 
the  First  liapliaE  Church  in  Wilmington.  From  thftt 
date  to  the  present,  through  all  the  changes  wrought 
in  the  history  of  tliis  church,  down  through  the  jiaat 
fifty-six  eventful  years  to  its  present  pToapernus  con- 
dition, the  position  occupied  by  Mr.  French  has  been 
deacrvedly  prominent,  as  evidenced  by  his  early  onii- 
nation  as  deacon,  his  services  as  aupcrintendeut  of 
the  Sabbath -school,  as  chairman  of  ciimmitEiies  in- 
trusted with  the  most  important  enterprises  of  tlia 
church  under  its  eight  succeeaive  postonites.  To  his 
personal  elTorls  and  contributions,  in  a  large  measure, 
are  the  Baptists  in  Wilmington  indebted  for  their 
present  hundaome  church  iiliRce  standing  on  (lio 
corner  of  Fifth  and  Murfcot  BtreeU. 

During  hia  commercial  ciircer  Mr.  Frotich  has  held 
positions  of  trust  and  honor  in  local  corgiorHtions, — 
director  in  the  bank  of  Cnpe  Fear,  director  and  also 
president  of  the  Bank  of  Wilmington,  director  in 
the  Wilmington  Savinga-llank  and  the  Bank  of  New 
Hanover,  director  in  the  Wilmington  Gas-I.ight 
Comitany,  director  and  president  of  Oakdnlc  Ceme- 
tery, president  of  tlie  Beiimeu'a  Friend  Society  of 
the  port  of  Wilmington. 

A  warm  friend  and  supporter  uf  educational  and 
religious  inatitutiona,  he  has  served  ae  triwtet)  of 
Wake  Forest  Oollego,  as  vice-preaident  of  the  Itoanl 
of  Missions  in  tlie  Suuthorn  Itaptist  Convoutlon,  and 
a.1  vice-president  of  the  American  Sunday-S<.'houl 
Union,  of  which  lie  is  a  life  member. 

Aug.  27,  1872,  he  married  Mrs.  Sophia  M.  Sawyer, 
of  Fall  River,  Miwa. 

Mr.  French  is  now  in  his  eighty-second  year,  re- 
markably vigoroua  and  well-preserved  in  body  and 
mind,  and  although  having  retired  from  active  bu.ii- 
nesa,  he  still  mulutains  his  intereat  in  the  firm  con- 
ducted by  his  sons.  It  ia  his  ciutoin  now  in  hi»  ripe 
old  age  to  puss  his  time  quietly  enjoying  the  eomforta 
of  his  Southern  home  in  tlic  winter  icason,  and  in 
summer  he  visits  his  three  beloved  brulliers,  residing 
in  Fall  River  and  vicinity,  or  shares  the  warm- 
hearted welcome  awaiting  him  iu  the  widely-sepa- 
rated homes  of  his  devoted  children. 
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JOHN  JASON   ARCIIER. 

John  Jason  Archer ^  son  of  Dr.  Jason  H.  and  Jen- 
nette  (Bowen)  Archer,  was  born  in  Fall  River,  Mass., 
July  26, 1845,  and  died  at  his  residence  in  the  same 
city,  Oct.  31,  1882.  His  paternal  grandfather  was 
Amos  Archer,  a  resident  of  Wrentham,  Mass.,  and  was 
one  of  her  most  esteemed  men.  His  father,  Dr.  Jason 
H.  Archer,  was  a  native  of  Wrentham,  Mass.,  where 
he  spent  his  youth  and  prepared  for  college  at  Day's 
Academy.  He  entered  Brown  University  in  1812, 
and  graduated  in  1816.  He  immediately  commenced 
the  studv  of  medicine  with  the  celebrated  Dr.  Wil- 
liam  Ingalls,  of  Jk)8ton,  and  afler  completing  his 
medical  studies,  he  very  soon  came  to  Fall  River, 
where  he  continued  to  have  a  successful  practice  till 
May  12,  1852,  when  he  returned  to  his  native  place, 
and  resided  there  until  his  death,  January,  1864. 

While  a  citizen  of  Fall  River  he  took  an  active 
part  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the 
town.  Politically,  he  was  a  Whig  and  Republican. 
He  was  the  first  president  of  the  Massasoit  Bank,  and 
continued  to  hold  that  position  five  years,  until  he 
severed  his  relations  with  the  place.  Ho  received 
from  the  officers  of  the  bank  soon  after  his  retirement 
a  beautiful  "  service  of  silver"  in  recognition  of  his 
valuable  services.  During  his  residence  at  Wrentham 
he  was  a  director  in  the  Wrentham  Bank. 

He  married  Jennette,  daughter  of  Abraham  and 
Ruth  Bowen,  and  had  four  children,  viz.,  Amanda 
M. ;  Caroline  A.,  wife  of  Frederick  H.  Gee ;  Jennette 
F.,  died  in  infancy;  and  John  Jcuon,  Mrs.  Archer's 
father,  Abraham  Bowen,  was  one  of  the  first  men  in 
Fall  River  to  commence  the  manufacture  of  cotton  or 
woolen  goods.  (For  a  more  detailed  history  on  this 
subject,  sec  history  of  Fall  River.) 

Abraham  Bowen,  son  of  Nathan  Bowen,  was  one 
of  Fall  River's  most  intelligent  and  useful  citizens. 
His  heart  was  in  every  good  work,  and  he  did  much  to 
build  up  the  rural  and  material  interest  of  the  town. 
His  house  was  often  the  house  for  the  weary  traveler, 
and  especially  ministers  of  various  denominations. 

He  was  social,  hospitable,  and  kind,  and  the  poor 
found  in  him  a  warm  and  sympathizing  friend.  Mrs. 
Jennette  (Bowen)  Archer  was  born  in  Fall  River, 
Oct.  16,  1805,  and  died  at  her  residence  in  the  same 
city,  Jan.  19.  1883. 

From  the  Daily  News  we  append  the  following : 

"  Dr.ATH  or  John  J.  AncRKK,  Esq. — One  of  the  most  hlghly^este^med 
membcra  of  tho  bar  of  this  city,  John  Jmod  Archer,  paMed  peacefully 
Awny  bctwoon  Hx  and  seven  o*clock  this  morning.  He  had  been  in  fail* 
lug  hortltli  for  nliout  eighteon  months,  but  was  fnlly  as  vrell  as  he  liad 
rrrontly  Iicpii  until  iiluiut  two  weeks  since,  when  ho  was  attitrked  with 
fever  witii  typlioid  symptoms,  and  gradually  sank  until  his  death  this 
morning. 

"  Mr.  Arclier  was  the  son  of  Pr.  Jason  11.  and  Jennette  Archer.  Ills 
fnthrr  dird  a  number  of  yoars  since,  but  his  motlier  has  been  spared  to 
render  sucli  ministries  to  him  as  only  a  devoted  mother  can  in  tlie  hours 
of  sufTering  and  mortal  weakness. 

'*He  was  l>oru  in  thin  city,  where  ho  resided  until  the  removal  of  his 
parents  to  Wrentham,  from  whence  he  went  to  Brown  University  and 
graduate<l  In  the  class  of  1800.  Very  soon  after  graduating  he  was  ap- 
pointed an  inMructor  in  English  literature  In  the  Naval  Academy  at 


Annapolia,  where  he  remained  between  one  and  two  ycara,  when  he 
was  attaeke«l  with  measles,  which  were  epidemic  at  the  Acadony  at  the 
time.  On  recovery  ftnom  the  dieeMe  his  eyes  wars  found  to  be  so  much 
affected  as  to  prevent  his  performing  the  duties  of  hfs  position,  and  he 
resigned  and  rstumed  horns.  He  soon  aftsr  commsncsd  the  study  of 
law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Morlblk  Oounty.  On  his  rstum  to 
this  city  he  began  practice,  and  has  been  for  a  number  of  years  the 
senior  memtwr  of  the  firm  of  Archer  k  Jackson.  He  was  also  associate 
Justice  of  our  District  Court,  and  was  for  ssTsral  years  a  mMnber  of  the 
school  committee. 

**  In  all  the  relations  of  life  as  son,  brother,  wise  and  honest  conn- 
sslor,  fHend,  and  good  citiien,  Mr.  Archer  has  left  a  record  that  is 
ei|uaied  by  few  and  seldom  surpassed.  He  was  thirty-ssTsn  years  of 
age.** 

The  accompanying  portrait  represents  him  ahout 
eighteen  or  twenty  years  of  age,  and  Is  the  only  good 
one  extant. 

Nov.  1, 1882,  the  members  of  the  Bristol  County 
(Second  District)  bar,  met  in  the  court-room  to  take 
action  on  the  death  of  the  late  John  J.  Archer,  asso- 
ciate justice  of  the  court.  Hon.  J.  C.  Blaisdell  was 
appointed  chairman,  and  A.  B.  Leonard,  clerk. 

A  committee,  consisting  of  Hon.  Mayor  Braley, 
Milton  Reed,  and  Andrew  J.  Jennings,  was  appointed 
to  draft  resolutions,  and  presented  the  following: 

**  with  unfeigned  Borrow  we  assemble  here  to-di^.  The  death  of  John 
J.  Archer  has  removed  from  our  bar  one  whose  place  cannot  easily  be 
filled.  Intellectually  and  morally  he  had  few.  If  any,  superiors  in  our 
community.  His  scholarship  was  not  only  wide  and  Taried,  but  also 
accurate  and  unpretentious.  •  Thoroughly  read  in  law  and  master  of  Its 
fundamental  principles,  he  was  one  of  our  aafest  and  ablest  counselors. 
No  man  had  a  keener  sense  of  right  or  wrong,  or  stronger  moral  con- 
victions. Upright  in  all  his  ways,  he  ever  had  a  charitable  word  for  the 
wrong-doer.  His  attainments  commanded  the  respect,  and  his  character 
the  regard  of  all  who  knew  him. 

"Realising  the  worth  of  such  a  man,  not  only  to  our  profession, 
which  he  dignified  and  adorned,  but  to  the  community  at  large,  which 
he  Influenced  and  elerated; 

**  JZeroIeed,  That  we  the  membera  of  the  Fall  River  bar,  moat  fully 
and  keenly  recognise  the  ability,  worth,  and  high  character  of  our  de- 
ceased brother,  John  J.  Archer,  and  with  feelings  of  mingled  pride  and 
sadness  attest  his  many  virtues,  his  professional  attainments,  and  his 
upright  life ;  that  in  him  we  have  each  lost  a  sympathising  fHend,  and 
one  whoee  Intercourse  with  ns  was  STsr  marked  by  the  greatsat  cour- 
tsay  and  kindness. 

"  A.  J.  Jbwminos, 
*'M.  Rbbd, 

"H.  K.  BftALBT.** 

On  motion  of  M.  G.  B.  Swift,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted : 

**  That  the  above  reaolulions  be  adopted  as  the  sense  of  the  Imr  and 
be  presented  the  Second  District  Gourt to  bespread  upon  Its  records,  and 
that  they  be  sent  to  the  family  of  the  deceased  and  to  the  press  for  pub- 
lication.** 

A  special  session  of  the  District  Court  was  subse- 
quently held  before  his  Honor  Judge  Blaibdell,  at 
which  A.  J.  Jennings,  on  behalf  of  the  members  of 
the  bar,  presented  the  resolutions  adopted  at  their 
meeting.     In  a  few  remarks  Mr.  Jennings  said, — 

•*  My  heart  responds  to  every  word  In  the  reeolutlons.  It  Is  a  day  when 
a  bar  like  this  should  rejoice  when  they  can  write  words  of  tnitii,  as 
these  words  are,  nlmut  any  man  who  has  been  a  member  of  It  I  think 
we  have  a  right  to  have  something  bright  mingled  with  our  sadness, 
when  we  can  point  to  such  a  man  as  a  member  of  the  bar  here,  as  one 
who  has  chosen  our  profession,  as  one  whoee  every  act  and  thought  has 
simply  tended  to  elevate,  to  raise  it  in  the  reepect  and  esteem  of  the  com- 
munity, and  who  gained  for  himself  the  love  and  reepect  of  all  his  fel- 
low-members and  the  members  of  the  community  In  which  he  lived. 

**  As  far  as  my  personal  knowledge  Is  concerned,  the  words  of  the  reso- 
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InilBl.t  liiis  of  lnl»grll)r,  hoBMi/,  Mid  upri^ian 


>»  brohni,  but  I  un  elml  «•  cu  aiHmlila  bin  >d<]  r«l  Ilut  111*  goad 
ut>dDU(irJiniTi>n<irUliD,  IIIiai]|.iqiuliliIlniii>lnla>»rtlUa[rIii- 
Lutau  upon  iu  who  Iu¥d  ihii  bl4  lini,  boaa  imiirBiHd  bj  bJa  OHiugbli 
LDd  work*,  to  nuke  ut  better  end  truer  meo,  bailer  end  truer  moiutian 

Hon.  Mayor  Braley,  on  seconding  the  resolution, 


In  bJa  liiiercDnita  witb  tbe  neuibenar  liia  ber  bo  waa  alweya  piMaaut, 
Alwajea.nllel.andeJaualrlclly  Irua,    Wbalerar  lie  Hid  intKbl  Ua  nllvl 

Hon.  M.  Reed  mado  a  Tew  remarks,  and  incidentally 
referred  to  tlie  death  of  uiembera  of  tlie  bar  siuce  he 
was  received.  J.  M.  Wood,  M.  G.  B.  Swift,  A.  N. 
Lincoln,  and  II.  A.  Dubuque  followed,  each  mention- 
ing aome  pleasing  truit  In  the  uharacter  of  the  de- 
parted. 

In  accepting  the  resohitiona  on  belialf  of  the  court, 
Jud^re  Blaiiidetl  said, — 

"Arier  lieaHng  tba  siiLo|lni  proasuueed  by  you,  tentleuen  of  tbe 


Uuuauf  Ufa.  Do  far  u  I  liiie  1i  iiowledge  of  bim,  be  wea  eupbelJcuny 
elruenien.    He  n.iermlilHl,  heierdeceirai],  naieriiernilllail  lllL||aUiiu 

Ae  ouBur  (bi  apsolel  juillcca  ul  Ibia  wurt  be  dlisliaraeJ  IkaduUle  allb 
Bdellly,  witli  IrulhrulneH,  ollb  lilgli  mollon  betbre  hlu  hi  elHara  do 
Juitlj  balneaii  party  aud  |»rl}'.  and  wee  caUBfleolluna  iu  (lie  dlecberge 

tn  Duitten  dI  eduallDU,af  Kood  eeempla  here  In  aur«iiiiinunlly.(ulD( 

tba  lallaD.    Try  end  pay  Ibal  trlbuu  of  napect  wbJcb  le  due  Is  eurli  e 


MILTON    REED. 

Hon.  Milton  Reed  wua  born  in  Haverhill,  Mass., 
on  Oct.  1,  1S48.  He  is  the  second  son  of  William 
and  Bopiiia  (Ludd)  Rued,  and  through  hotli  father 
and  mother  deacended  from  the  flrst  English  colonists 
in  tlie  Merrimac  Valley.  In  1868,  the  youngeat  in 
his  class,  tie  was  graduated  with  iiigh  houont  from 
Harvard  University,  and  came  to  Fall  River  as  editor 


of  the  Dailif  New  Bonn  after  graduation,  but  subae- 
(|ueutly  Btudiei)  law  at  the  Harvard  Law  Scliool,  and 
was  admitted  to  practice  in  1S72.  He  opened  an 
office  in  Fall  River,  and  rapidly  advanced  to  a  high, 
rank  tn  bis  profeaslon.  He  aerved  several  years  us 
special  justice  of  the  Police  and  Dlatrict  Courts  and 
city  solicitor,  in  the  laMcr  capacity  extending  his 
reputation  aa  a  sound  and  able  lawyer  by  hia  success 
with  tbe  important  cases  of  the  city.  In  1880  he  was 
chosen  senator  for  tlie  Second  Bristol  District,  and 
rapidly  made  a  reputation  at  the  State  House  as  ft 
brilliant  debater  and  sagacious  legialator.  He  de- 
olined  a  rcuomitiution  the  following  year,  Iu  ISSl 
and  I8(i2  he  was  the  Republican  noniineo  for  mayor, 
and  altliougb  dcfeiited  polled  tlie  highest  vote  ever 
given  an  uiisuuoasful  caudidute.  Mr.  Rood  is  a  mu» 
of  studious  babitti,  great  energy  of  uharacter  aud 
business  foresight,  which  have  already  reaped  him  u 
BUhstantial  reward.  He  is  interested  in  imtiiy  and  ft 
director  in  several  of  the  largest  corjiomtiuiia  of  tbe 
city,  and  for  his  age  one  of  the  most  Huccesenil 
citizens  of  Fall  River, 


EDWARD    PURINOTON    BUPFINlflN,  ' 

Edward  Purington  Buflintan,  son  of  Aaron  and 
Rebecca  Bufflnton,  was  born  in  Wesiport,  Mass,, 
Nov.  lli,  1814.  His  parents  coming  to  Fall  Hiver 
wlicn  tie  was  but  a  lad,  he  grew  up  personally  in- 
terested in  all  that  related  to  the  prosperity  of  tlia 
growing  town.  Mr.  BuBintou  engaged  in  busiueus 
for  himself  early  iu  life  as  a  market-man,  at  the 
corner  of  Main  and  Focasset  Streets  until  tbe  erection 
of  tlie  town-ball  and  luarkcl-building  in  1646,  when 
he  removed  thitlier,  and  eontinned  in  the  saine  pur- 
suit until  the  close  of  bis  life,  lieing  one  of  tbe  lead- 
ing merchants  in  that  department.  In  1852  be  waa 
elected  to  the  Massachusetts  Houseof  Representatives. 
In  18.04,  wlicn  Fall  River  changed  ibi  form  of  govern- 
ment and  became  a  city,  he  was  iionored  with  an  elet^- 
tion  tu  the  llourd  of  Aldermen,  anil  in  Noveinher, 
1865,  was  chosen  mayor  to  nil  the  vacancy  occaaiuned 
by  tbe  reaignntion  of  Hon.  Jiiinea  BuffinUiu.  The 
following  year,  1850,  he  was  elected  to  the  same 
office  by  tlie  people.  The  tliree  succeeding  years  be 
devoted  to  hia  business  aud  private  affairs,  during 
which  be  was  free  from  tbe  cares  and  responsibilities 
of  official  life,  aud  happy  in  the  change.  Iu  18(tO, 
however,  he  was  again  elected  to  tiie  mayoralty,  and 
lield  tbe  office  for  seven  consecutive  years. 

From  the  inauguration  of  the  Rebellion  to  ItscloBe, 
Mr.  Uuffinton  wua  at  the  head  of  the  city  governuieiit, 
and  had  an  experience  from  which  a  man  of  weaker 
nerve  would  have  shrunk  discouraged.  His  labors 
were  almost  incessant  day  and  night,  hut  lio  never 
for  a  moment  faltered  in  the  discharge  of  hia  duties, 
and  his  einiro  ndministratioii  was  distinguished  for 
judiciouauesB,  care,  economy,  and  humaaity.  Uedied 
I  Oct.  2, 1871. 
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WILLIAM   LINDSKY. 

William  Lindsey,  son  of  Gnpt.  Jonathan  W.  and 
llnnnah  lilndaey,  was  born  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  Sept.  20, 
181(J.  His  grandfather,  also  William  Lindsey,  was  a 
lifelong  resident  of  Bristol,  and  died  advanced  in 
years.  Jonathan  was  a  hatter  in  early  life,  and  after- 
wards going  to  sea  rose  to  be  shipmaster.  He  was 
born  June  18,  1778,  and  married  Hannah  Easter- 
brooks,  wild  was  born  in  Bristol,  Aug.  18, 1778.  They 
had  eleven  children  born  in  Bristol, — Sarah,'Hannah, 
Martha,  Mary,  Lydia,  Jonathan  W.,  Catherine,  Abby, 
William,  Nancy  W.,  and  Nathaniel.  All  attained 
maturity,  married,  and  all  except  Lydia  had  children. 
The  combined  ages  of  the  eight  now  living  is  five 
hundred  and  sixty-six  years.  Mrs.  Lindsey  died  in 
Bristol,  Mnrch  21,  18r)1.  Cnpt.  Lindsey  survived  her 
three  years,  dying  April  12,  1864. 

William  Lindsey  had  but  limited  advantages  for 
school  cducntioii.  At  the  age  of  seven  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Providence,  and  after  working 
a  short  time  on  a  farm,  at  the  age  of  thirteen  went  to 
work  in  a  hat- factory,  thus  early  commencing  the 
battle  of  life.  lie  came  to  Fall  River,  then  Troy, 
when  he  wa<<  fifteen,  and  entered  the  employ  of  G. 
Burr  Sc  Co.,  wholesale  grocers  and  provision  dealers, 
as  clerk.  Homnining  with  them  until  he  was  nine- 
teen, he  acquired  a  full  knowledge  of  the  business, 
and  purchased  it  from  his  employers.  This  was  in 
1830.  From  that  time  Mr.  Lindsey  continued  in 
trade,  under  the  different  firms  of  William  Lindsey,  J. 
W.  Sc  W.  Lindsey,  Lindsey  &  Brothers,  and  W.  &  N. 
Lindsey,  until  187r).  For  forty- three  years,  from  18H2 
to  187/),  he  was  in  constant  occupancy  of  the  same 
location.  lie  was  prosperous,  his  industry  and  in- 
tegrity bringing  satisfactory  financial  results  and  a 
well-deserved  reputation  for  business  capacity.  Mr. 
Tjiidsey  w:is  for  many  years  largely  interested  in 
whnling,  coasting,  and  trading  vessels,  owning  alone 
or  in  ccmipany  with  others  quite  a  large  number. 
In  187ri,  Mr.  liiiidsey  becjime  Ircnsurcr  of  the  Weet- 
nmoc  MillM,  of  Fall  Hiver,  and  has  held  that  office 
to  the  present  writing.  He  has  been  a  director  of 
the  Met.ncomet  National  Bank,  of  Fall  River,  since 
its  organization,  and  its  president  since  1881.  lie 
has  been  a  trustee  of  the  Fall  River  Savings-Bank 
for  more  than  forty  years,  and  its  president  since 
1882. 

lie  is  a  f'tockhohlcr  and  director  in  various  cor- 
jmratious,  notably.  King  Philip  Mills,  Globe  Yarn- 
IMills,  Wectamoe  Mills,  and  Conanicut  Mills.  Po- 
litically, JNIr.  Lindsey  was  in  former  days  a  Whig, 
and  since  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party 
a  supporter  of  its  principles,  never,  however,  a  bitter 
partisan,  but  caring  more  for  the  triumph  of  right 
principles  and  the  election  of  gOod  men  than  for 
party  or  personal  gain. 

lie  has  never  sought  political  distinction,  his  time 
being  fully  employed  in  attending  to  business.  With- 
out seeking  the  position,  he  was  in  1871  elected  a 


member  of  the  first  board  of  water  commissioners  of 
Fall  River,  and  held  that  position  during  eight  years, 
and  until  after  the  completion  of  the  water-works, 
when,  at  the  expiration  of  his  third  term  of  service, 
he  declined  a  re-election. 

Mr.  Lindsey  has  been  three  times  married, — first 
to  Eliza  A.,  daughter  of  Deacon  Enoch  French,  of 
Fall  River.  They  had  three  children, — Crawford  E. 
(twice  elected  mayor  of  Fall  River),  Charles  B.,  and 
Sarah  F.  His  second  wife  was  Ariadne  M.,  daughter 
of  Leander  P.  Lovell,  of  Fall  River.  They  had  five 
children, — William,  Maria  L.,  Eliza,  Anna  B.,  and 
John  H.  His  present  wife,  Sarah  J.,  is  daughter  of 
Job  B.  French,  of  Fall  River. 

From  his  twentieth  year  Mr.  Lindsey  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  identified  with 
measures  and  means  for  the  elevation  and  improve- 
ment of  mankind.  He  is  truly  a  self  made  man,  and 
his  life  has  been  steadily  and  actively  devoted  to 
business.  He  has  a  good  knowledge  of  men  and 
events,  and  a  marked  individuality  of  character. 
Cautious  and  prudent,  of  high  honor  as  a  man,  rich 
in  experience,  faithful  to  all  trusts,  he  has  won  and 
maintained  a  high  place  in  the  regards  of  his  asso- 
ciates for  his  financial  ability  and  his  sound  and 
wise  judgment.  Inheriting  a  vigorous  constitution, 
strengthened  by  the  labor  of  early  years  and  method- 
ical habits  of  life,  at  an  age  when  many  men  lay  aside 
active  business  he  performs  his  many  duties  with  a 
vigor  of  mind  and  body  which  promises  many  years 
of  usefulness. 


WILLIAM   MASON. 


William  Mason,  son  of  Wm.  and  Nancy  (Northum) 
Mason,  was  born  in  Swansea,  Mass.,  Sept.  13,  1806. 
His  father  was  a  merchant  in  Swansea,  where  he  re- 
sided till  his  death,  which  latter  event  occurred  in 
April,  18 IG,  when  he  was  thirty-eight  years  of  age.  His 
mother  was  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Joseph  Northum. 

William  was  brought  up  with  limited  opportunities 
for  education,  beginning  at  the  early  age  of  seven  to 
work  in  a  small  cotton-mill  near  his  home,  and  while 
in  his  eleventh  year  entering  upon  an  apprenticeship 
to  the  shoemaker's  trade,  in  which  capacity  he  con- 
tinued until  he  was  twenty-one,  attending  school  but 
a  few  months  each  year.  He,  however,  was  a  diligent 
student,  as  well  as  a  thorough  and  active  worker  at 
his  trade. 

Aft;er  working  a  few  months  for  Richard  Chace, 
with  whom  he  had  served  as  an  apprentice,  he  went 
to  Fall  River  in  November,  1827,  and  entered  the 
employ  of  Leonard  Garfield,  a  shoemaker,  with  whom 
he  continued  about  six  months,  when  he  commenced 
doing  work  on  his  own  account  in  a  little  shop  which 
he  had  hired  for  that  purpose.  After  a  few  months 
he  entered  into  a  copartnership  with  Gardner  D.  Cook 
in  a  store  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Main  Street, 
where  tlie  Granite  Block  now  stands.     Aft^^^^^^^ 
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they  liu  J  A  store  uu  tlie  Cftat  Hide  of  Main  Street,  nearly 
opposite  the  first.  After  name  two  yean  Mr.  Mnsoo 
purchased  liia  partner's  interest  und  conlinued  the 
buaineaB  himself.  His  trnilo  grew,  Hhd  he  einjiloyeil 
ueveml  lianiis  and  made  goods  to  order,  besides  deal- 
ing in  reftdy-inade  bouts  nnii  shoes.  He  continued 
tliis  buxineuH  until  December,  1S37,  when  lie  doai-d 
out,  and  in  May,  1S3«,  settled  his  boiily  id  Woon- 
Houket,  R.  I.,  where  lie  went  into  tiie  msuuructiire  of 
soap  with  his  brotlier,  BtepheD  N.  Mason,  nmler  tlie 
mime  of  W.  &  S.  N.  Masun.  Tliey  uonlimied  till  Ilie 
spring  of  18-13,  and  on  March  Gth  of  thst  year  Mr. 
Maaon  returned  to  Fall  Hiver,  whore  ho  continued  to 
inautifscluru  soap  on  his  own  account,  and  after  a  few 
tuonths  funned  a  parlnersliip  with  George  S.  Holmes 
(Krm  of  lliduies  A  Miisoii),  and  iit  the  eKpirulioii  of 
tibuut  seven  mouths  tliey  disnolved,  uiid  Mr.  Miuou 
remained  in  the  business  till  about  18G4.  During  this 
time  he  bad  Joshua  llemington  us  n  partner  about  two 
years.  Duriug  n  portion  of  this  liuie  he  was  also  en- 
gaged iu  the  groeery  business,  whieh  he  couduulvd 
after  they  iiad  dissulveil  partnership. 

During  this  time  (1809)  lie  invested  some  money  in 
tlie  Union  Mills,  und  was  chosen  a  director,  which 
position  he  held  till  he  sold  his  entire  interest  there- 
in. He  ulsu  (iwne<l  an  original  interest  in  tlie  Gninlte 
Mills,  was  II  director,  and  wiu  chosen  president  of  tlie 
company,  which  position  he  still  holds.  He  is  also  ■> 
director  in  tlie  Stalfurd  Mills,  a  director  in  the  Cliaca 
Mills  many  years,  and  u  director  in  the  Mowuisoit 
Bank  about  twenty  yeiiru.  He  lias  also  been  engaged 
with  Foster  1 1.  Stafford  and  Asaliel  T.  Pierce,  of  I'liw- 
tUKct,  U.  I.,  in  tlie  manufacture  of  yarn.  They  have 
three  mill:!,— i.ne  in  North  Dighton,  one  in  Norton, 
lloss.,  und  ime  in  Warwick,  11.  I.,  und  they  run  a 
tbread-niill  in  Pawtucket.  Beeides  all  these,  Mr. 
Vinson  owns  large  interests  in  various  mnnufuctories 
of  Fall  Uiver,  and  is  a  diroutor  in  the  Merinii  Manu- 
facturing Company. 

[n  politics  he  Is  a  Rcpuhlicau,  but  he  has  u  de- 
cided disinclination  to  ollice,  although  lie  allowed 
liiinself  to  be  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  alder- 
men In  1857.  He  declined  the  nomination  for  mayor, 
preferring  to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  his  large 
and  lni:reHsing  husinesti. 

He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  since  February,  1823,  when  he  joined  at 
Soutli  Somerset,  Muss.  Since  that  time  he  has  been 
un  ardent  supporter  and  a  worthy  member  of  that 
large  and  influential  Uliristian  body,  in  which  ho 
lias  been  a  cluss-leader  for  more  than  half  a  century, 
Sunday-Hcliool  superinteuilent,  steward,  trustee,  etc. 
He  was  the  lirst  Sundiiy-schuol  HUpurintendenl  in  St. 
Paul's  Church.  He  has  been,  and  is,  a  liberal  sup- 
porter of  the  various  church  interests,  while  his  sym- 
pathies and  support  extend  to  all  matters  which  have 
for  tiicir  object  the  good  of  the  cominiinity  In  which 
he  lives,  and  the  elevation  of  humanity  ut  large. 

On    the  Gth   of  Januury,   1S31,  Mr.   Mason   waa 


married  to  Harriet,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  W.  oiul 
Sarah  Antliuny.  Six  eltildren  sprung  Iroiii  tilts  union, 
viK.;  Surah  F,.,wireor Irani  Smith;  William  W..di«a 
in  infiiiicy;  William  W.  (2d},  Harriet  A.,  died  in  in- 
faiicyj  l-:ilmuud  F.,  Cliurles  T. 

Mrs.  Musou  fU^)  <l)cd  March  14,  tSU6,  in  her  liny- 
sixth  year. 

He  married,  second,  Jan.  1,  1B6G,  Lois  Uiohniond 
Anthony,  daughter  of  Jonathan  niid  I^nina  An- 
thony. Slie  diud  May  23,  18lJ7,  in  lier  thirty-eighth 
year,  leaving  uu  infant  son,  Louis  U.  A.  Mason. 

His  third  und  present  wife  was  Emeline  F.,  diiugh- 
ter  of  Oeorge  W.  and  Emeline  E.  Heed,  of  Fall  Kiver, 
to  whom  he  was  united  Dec.  Iti,  ISfiO.  Thoy  have 
hud  tliree  children,— Ueurge  It.,  Stephen  N.  [died  in 
inlancyl.aiuieiiielinel':. 

Mrs.  Mason  was  burn  iu  Lowell,  Muse.,  Sept.  25, 
1839. 

tUAM    SMITH. 

Irani  Smith,  sun  of  Henry  and  6ui>an  (lliggins) 
Smith,  was  liurn  in  Hanipden,  Me.,  Oct.  2(1,  l»i)7. 
His  father  was  u  farmer  and  aUi  a  uiuson  by  Iruilu, 
hut  the  furiucr  wiw  his  principal  ucuupatiun.  Ho 
was  a  native  of  Cii|ie  Coil,  and  resided  with  an  uuula 
hytho  name  of  Hinckley.  Ue  had  two  cliMdruu,— 
Irum  und  Susan,  who  iiiiirrietl  ,Icirei's(>ii  ^luhhs,  of 
Elampdeii,  Me.,  and  hiul  several  children,  of  wluiiu 
only  two  daughters  are  living.  Henry  Smith  died  in 
Uuuipden,  aged  eighty-six  years;  his  wife  dial  in 
18U. 

Irani,  ut  the  date  of  lite  death  of  his  mother,  wiut 
only  four  years  old,  too  young  Iu  reuliiw  how  great  u 
loss  he  hail  sustained;  for  no  lather,  however  kind 
and  wise,  can  (ill  (he  plaeo  of  B  good  niothei'.  lis 
was  reared  by  his  father  till  eleven  years  of  age,  and 
then  livuil  with  u  Mr.  Muyhuw,  in  Humpden,  anil 
Mr.  Harding,  ul  Cape  Cud,  until  the  age  of  niiielMiu, 
when  he  went  tu  Duxbury,  Mass.,  ami  remained  iburo 
till  he  was  twcuty-une,  Duriug  tliis  time  he  hud 
learneii  the  earjieuter'a  trade,  und  liod  iici|U{red  sueli 
education  at  the  common  schools  hs  his  llniiloil  uir- 
cuinslauces  would  permit. 

On  Nov.  1,  1827,  ho  went  to  Full  Hivor,  Miu»., 
where  he  has  ever  sinee  remained.  As  un  ciam{>Ie 
of  his  true  worth  we  give  tho  following.  His  father 
was  nlllicted  with  a  diseuse  which  incapueitateil  hint 
for  labor  or  for  earning  a  livelihood,  und,  being  poor, 
OS  soon  OS  young  Irani  was  old  enough,  he  took  the 
care  of  his  father  until  his  death. 

In  1827,  the  same  day  Mr.  Smith  arrived  iu  Fall 
Itiver,  he  entered  tlie  employ  of  Deucun  Bhuw,  u  cou- 
tractor  and  builder.  He  soon  itller  engaged  with 
Andrew  Uobeaon,  with  whom  he  remained  till  failing 
health  compelled  him  to  relinquish  hlslraduund  acek 
some  other  ai'Kle  of  employment.  In  1833  he  put  one 
thousand  dollurs,  which  he  had  saved  from  bis  five 
years'  hard  earnings,  into  a  amull  grocery  buaiaew, — 
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only,  however,  to  be  swallowed  up  in  less  than  a  year, 
leaving  him  destitute  but  not  disheartened.  He  was 
young  and  energetic,  and  by  his  talents  and  versatil- 
ity could  easily  retrieve  his  loss  in  some  new  enter- 
prise. This  proved  to  be  the  turning-point  in  his 
life,  for  just  then  he  had  started  a  general  variety 
store,  and  made  a  special  run  on  calicoes,  which  he 
could  and  did  sell  cheaper  than  any  of  his  competi- 
tors. Though  badly  in  debt,  with  failure  staring 
him  in  the  face,  this  good  luck,  or,  perhaps,  more 
properly,  successful  competition,  brought  him  out 
safely,  and,  as  the  saying  is,  put  him  on  his  feet.  Tie 
loves  to  aHAocinto  with  this  also  an  important  event 
in  his  religious  life.  His  cheap  calicoes  were  draw- 
ing ninny  customors  to  his  store,  and  the  evening 
trade  was  csjiccinlly  valuable.  It  was  class-meeting 
night,  and  lie  w:is  the  leader.  What  should  he  do  in 
this  conflict  between  interest  and  duty?  He  decided 
to  anlc  his  customers  to  come  some  other  time,  and 
went  to  his  class.  They  did  come,  and  more  with 
them,  impressed  by  the  example  he  had  set,  so  that 
he  was  undoubtedly  a  great  gainer  in  a  pecuniary 
point  of  view,  and  what  was  more  important  on  that 
eventful  niglit,  while  at  class,  he  received  such  evi- 
dence of  his  spiritual  acceptance  that  it  has  ever 
been  looked  back  to  as  the  bright  epoch  of  his  life. 
How  small  an  act  of  self-sacrifice  may  exalt  the 
spirit  and  bring  it  to  a  sweet  consciousness  of  peace 
and  joy.  Through  duty  the  soul  is  opened  to  the 
"  visitations  from  on  high,"  and  the  law  of  duty  is 
thus  revealed  as  the  law  of  true  life.  Blessed  are 
they  who  learn  to  follow  it  in  youth. 

Mr.  Smith  continue<l  in  mercantile  business  about 
fwQ  years,  un<l  then  for  about  two  years  was  engaged 
in  whaling  and  fiHliing. 

Jlegaining  his  health,  he  entered  trade  as  a  dry- 
good»  merchant,  which  he  continued  till  1873,  when 
he  sold  to.  his  son,  Iram  N.,  and  Mr.  Jenney,  since 
which  he  has  not  born  actively  employed  in  busi- 
ness, though  he  is  identifuMl  with  several  manufac- 
turing interests.  He  is  a  director  of  the  Granite 
and  Stafford  Mills;  has  been  president  of  the  Massa- 
soit  Bank  since  1878;  has  been  a  director  of  the  same 
since  the  organization,  and  is  the  only  original  direc- 
tor now  living.  He  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  in- 
vestment of  the  Fall  River  Five  Cents  Savings- 
Bank. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He  cast  his 
first  rrcsidential  vote  for  Gen.  Jackson  in  1832,  was 
a  member  of  the  Liberal  party  in  1840,  and  voted  for 
James  G.  IJirnoy  for  President  and  Thomas  lOarle  for 
Vice-Prcaidont.  He  was  one  of  the  First  Free-Soilcrs 
in  Fall  Kivor.  In  1831)  he  was  a  repreKcntative  to  the 
General  Court,  and  has  since  served  five  times  in  that 
capacity,  acting  on  several  imporUmt  committees. 

He  joined  the  IMethodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
1820,  and  has  been  a  class-leader  more  than  half  a 
century,  and  <luritig  an  e<|ual  period  a  teacher  in  Sun- 
day-school.    He  is  liberal,  even  generous,  in  the  be- 


stowment  of  aid  on  all  worthy  objects,  and  an  active 
supporter  of  education.  For  many  years  he  has  been 
a  trustee  of  East  Greenwich  Academy,  R.  I. 

His  first  wife  was  Betsey  L.,  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Patience  Douglass,  whom  he  married  Aug.  15, 
1834.  She  was  born  Oct.  23,  1814,  and  died  July, 
1859.  Their  children  were:  1.  Susan  H.;  2.  Henry 
D.  (deceased);  3.  Rhoda  D. ;  4.  Ellen  A.;  5.  Eliza- 
beth L.  (deceased);  6.  Iram  N. ;  7.  Emma  E. ;  8. 
Charles  H.  (deceased). 

He  married  for  his  second  wife,  June  15,  1864, 
Sarah  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Mason,  of  Fall 
River.  (See  sketch  of  William  Mason.)  She  was 
born  in  Fall  River,  Nov.  13,  1832.  The  children  by 
this  marriage  are:  1.  Harriet  A.;  2.  Annie  M. ;  3. 
William  H. ;  4.  Charles  E., — all  living  at  home. 


COL.  THOMAS  J.  BORDBN. 

Col.  Thomas  J.  Borden,  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  Southeastern  Massachusetts,  was  born  in  Fall 
River,  March  1.  1832.  He  was  educated  in  the  pri- 
vate select  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  entered  the  office  of  the  Fall 
River  Iron-Works  Company,  of  which  his  father. 
Col.  Richard  Borden,  was  treasurer.  After  remain- 
ing here  one  year  he  entered  the  Lawrence  Scientific 
School  at  Cambridge,  where  he  completed  a  two 
years'  course,  studying  engineering  under  Professor 
Eustis,  and  chemistry  under  Professor  Horsford. 
The  technical  knowledge  acquired  at  this  institution 
proved  invaluable  to  Col.  Borden  in  his  subsequent 
successful  business  career. 

He  returned  to  Fall  River  in  1851,  and  re-entered 
the  employ  of  the  iron-works  company,  where  he  re- 
mained two  years,  developing  business  capacity  of  a 
high  order.  In  the  summer  of  1858,  being  at  that 
time  only  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  was  appointed 
agent  and  treasurer  of  the  Bay  State  Print- Works,  a 
newly  organized  corporation.  The  financial  panic  of 
1857  led  to  the  consolidation  of  these  works  with  the 
American  Print- Works,  and  Col.  Borden  was  retained 
as  manager  of  the  new  corporation. 

In  February,  1860,  he  was  appointed  agent  and 
treasurer  of  the  Troy  Cotton  and  Woolen  Manufac- 
tory, and  immediately  commenced  operations  for  the 
enlargement  of  the  mills.  The  plans  submitted  by 
him  were  at  once  adopted,  and  in  less  than  ten 
months  the  capacity  of  the  Troy  Mills  was  increjused 
fourfold,  and  the  property  which  was  valued  at  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars  in  1860,  had  risen  in  1876 
to  the  value  of  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and 
more  than  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  had  been  paid  in  dividends.  Upon  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Mechanics' Mills,  in  1868,  Col.  Bor- 
den was  chosen  president  and  agent,  and  officiated  in 
that  capacity  about  eighteen  months,  when  he  was 
elected  trcasiirer,  thus  devolving  upon  him  the  entire 
management  of  the  business. 
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In  1871  he  organized  the  Uichird  Borden  Manufac- 
turin);  Couipnny,  niid  wob  clioaen  treasurer  of  the 
corporation,  and  held  that  position  until  February, 
1876.  He  has  been  n  director  since  lit  incorpora- 
tion, and  president  sinL'e  the  early  part  of  1874. 
Thus  it  will  be  aeen  that  Col.  Borden  was  practically 
the  controller  from  1871  to  1870  of  tiie  Troy,  the 
Meclianica',  and  the  llicliard  IVirdcn  Mills,  tlie  three 
corporatluDS  embracing  a  total  of  one  hundred  and 
tliirty-aeven  thoiiauiiJ  ^ven  hundred  and  sevcnty-aiK 
spindles  and  three  tliouaand  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  looms.  Although  the  management  of  this  largo 
interest  cautted  a  severe  strain  upon  his  mental  and 
pliyaical  poweru,  Col.  Borden  proved  hi mee If  equal  to 
the  tabor  imposeij,  discharging  his  duties  with  emi- 
nent ability,  and  these  mills  enlarged  tlieir  operations 
and  were  financially  Buccensful  under  his  skillful  and 
judicious  management. 

Tn  187G  he  relinquished  the  active  management  of 
the  three  corporations  mentioned  above,  and  accepted 
the  onerous  jiosition  of  treasurer,  agent,  and  director 
of  the  American  Print-Works  (now  American  Print- 
ing Company),  which  he  has  held  to  the  present 
time.  The  manufactory  of  the  American  Printing 
Company  is  one  of  the  finest  and  moat  complete  in 
the  world  that  is  devoted  to  the  printing  of  cotton 
clotliB,  {See  history  on  a  former  page.) 
-  Col.  Borden  has  been  a  director  in  the  Troy  Cottoii 
and  Woolen  Manufactory  since  1660,  in  the  Me- 
chanics' Mills  Company  since  1868,  and  in  tiie  Rich- 
ard Borden  Manufacturing  Company  since  1871.  He 
has  also  been  treasurer  of  tlie  Wauliippa  Ueservuir 
Company  since  1804,  and  has  been  iutrusted  with  the 
management  of  the  vexatious  litiga^on  to  which  this 
coujpany  has  been  subjected.  Ho  has  been  a  di- 
rector in  the  Metacomet  Bunk  since  ita  organisation 
in  18S4.  He  was  elected  a  director  in  the  Old  Colony 
Railroad  Company  in  January,  1874,  and  in  tite  fol- 
lowing June  was  chosen  a  director  in  the  Old  Colony 
Steuniboat  Company.  He  liaa  also  been  a  director  of 
the  Fall  River  Manufucturera'  Mutual  Insurance 
Company  since  1870;  of  the  Bontun  Manufacturura' 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  alnco  18711;  of  the 
Worcester  Manufacturers'  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany since  January,  1879;  of  the  Stftte  Mutual  Fire 
Insurance  Company  cjjico  1878;  and  of  the  What- 
cheer  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  since  167^. 

Col.  Borden  inherited  from  his  honored  futhor,  Col. 
Richard  Borden,  his  love  for  the  milil«ry,  and  rose 
from  first  lieutenant  in  the  Massachusetts  militia  to 
the  rank  of  colonel.  He  was  commissioned  as  first 
lieutenant  of  the  I'all  River  Light  Infantry  Kept.  3, 
1863;  as  first  lieutenant  of  tlie  Fifth  Unattached 
Company  May  4,  18ti4 ;  as  captain  of  Company  K, 
Third  Regiment,  Sept.  Hi,  18G4 ;  as  lieutenant-colonel 
of  the  same  regiment  on  Sept.  .1,  18(!G ;  and  us  colonel 
on  the  25th  of  June,  18G8.  Ho  resigned  the  latter 
pottilion  in  1871. 


All  measures  tending  to  advance  the  welfare  gen- 
erally of  his  native  town  have  found  in  Col.  Burden 
an  earnest  advocate.  His  eflicient  service  in  the  fim 
department,  from  IStifi  to  1872,  will  not  si>on  be  for- 
gotten. He  labored  unremittingly  to  advunuo  the 
efficieticy  of  the  department,  and  upon  reiiriug  fVoui 
the  otHct:  of  chief  engineer,  which  lie  had  liehl  fur  the 
last  three  years,  he  lull  the  de|>nrtnieiit  in  most  excel- 
lent cuuditlun.  He  has  been  a  trustee  uf  the  Fall 
River  Savings-ltauk  sinoe  180(j,Hnd  iu  1874  was  made 
a  director  in  the  Borden  Mining  Ckmipuny  of  Frost- 
burg,  Md.,  which  C3ul.  Richard  Uorden  had  lusisled 
in  organizing.  He  is 'a  prominent  member  of  the 
C!entrul  Congregational  Church,  and  was  chairman  of 
the  building  committee  during  the  erection  of  the 
present  imposing  edlBce  of  the  society  on  Itock  Street. 
He  has  also  been  a  corporate  member  of  the  American 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Foreign  Missions  since 
1877.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  of 
the  city  of  Full  River  in  1874,  and  president  of  that 
body  in  1S7S. 

Col.  Borden's  life  has  been  oneof  steady  and  active 
devotion  to  business,  and  his  great  aucceiu  has  been 
the  natural  result  ofhis  ability  to  examine  and  readily 
comprehend  any  subjuct  presented  to  him,  (lOwer  ti 
decide  promptly,  and  courage  to  act  witli  vigor  and 
persisl«ncy  in  aucurdnnue  with  his  conviction. 

Feb.  20,  1855.  Col.  Borden  united  in  niarriaga  nitli 
Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Ebenezer  A.  Hill,  and  their 
family  has  consisted  as  follows:  Harriot  M.,  Am 
H.,  Carrie  L.,  and  Richard,  all  of  whom  are  living 
except  Richard,  who  died  iu  early  life. 


HON.   CftAWFOllIt   B.  LINDSKV. 

Hon.  Crawford  E.  l.lndscy,  son  uf  William  nod 
Eliza  A.  (Frouch)  Lindsey,  was  born  in  Fall  Rivor, 
Aug.  10,  18118.  His  utluciiliun  wua  ohuined  iu  iha 
public  schools  of  Full  River,  Mass.,  iu  Providence, 
R.  I.,  and  at  Peircu  Academy,  in  Middluburough, 
Mass.  I'lmn  leaving  stJiool  in  18i'i7,  when  in  hia 
ninctociitli  year,  he  entered  the  ollicc  of  the  Ante 
can  Print-Works  of  Full  River  in  thu  capacity  of 
clerk,  and  HUhsei|Uunlly  became  book-kcupur.  A  |H>r- 
tjon  of  the  company's  goods  had  always  been  sold  In 
Boston  by  conimission  merchants,  and  it  was  mainly 
through  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  Lindsey  that  in  1800 
a  change  was  made,  and  this  market  suppliud  diri 
from  the  worlcs  He  was  appointed  selling  agent, 
which  position  he  held  until  the  suspension  of  the 
company  iu  1879,  when  his  connection  with  the  com- 
pany was  dissolved. 

When  a  young  man,  Mr.  Lindsey  became  actively 
identified  with  the  industries  of  the  city.  He  was  oue 
of  the  originators  of  the  Merchants'  Manufacturing 
Company,  and  was  a  director  from  its  orgunizutiuu 
until  very  recently.  He  was  also  until  lately  n  di- 
rector of  the  Fall  River  llleuchury,  being  a  menibur 
of  il«  first  board  of  officen.    He  wtu  lai^ly  itutni- 
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menial  In  org^nliing  the  King  Philip  Mill*  in  1871, 
And  WAfi  clocked  its  fini  preeidenl,  wliicli  position  lie 
still  retains.  In  1880  he,  with  a  few  othera,  pnr- 
chnsed  what  had  been  known  as  the  Mount  Hope 
Mill  property.  A  corporation  was  organised  ander 
the  name  of  Conanicot  Mills,  and  Mr.  landsey  was 
elected  treasurer,  which  position '  he  now  holds. 
Under  his  management,  the  property  has  been 
greatly  improved  and  enlarged,  and  devoted  to  the 
mannfactnre  of  fine  cotton  goods. 

He  has  long  been  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
Fall  River  Savings-Bank,  and  is  now  one  of  its 
trustees. 

Mr.  Lindsey's  political  associations  have  always 
been  with  the  Republican  party.  In  1869  and  1870 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  of  the  city 
of  Fall  River,  and  the  latter  year  was  chosen  presi- 
dent of  that  body.  In  1871  and  1872  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  in  1874  he 
was  again  a  member  and  president  of  the  Common 
Council.  In  1870,  1871,  and  1872  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  school  committee.  In  1878  and  1879 
he  was  mayor  of  the  city  of  Fall  River,  the  second 
year  being  elected  with  practically  no  opposition.  The 
two  years  during  which  h6  served  as  mayor  were 
dark  and  trying  ones  in  the  history  of  Fall  River. 
Extreme  business  depression  prevailed  throughout 
the  country.  The  defalcations  which  were  discov- 
ered during  the  first  year,  and  which  resulted  in  the 
ruin  of  several  corporations  and  a  general  suspension 
of  manufacturing,  threw  large  numbers  of  helpless 
operatives  upon  the  city's  charity.  In  1879  an  un- 
fortunate strike  of  mill  operatives,  the  most  serious 
which  has  ever  afflicted  the  city,  and  attended  with 
considerable  disorder,  rendered  the  second  year  also 
of  Mr.  I«indsey's  ndministration  peculiarly  trying  and 
difficult.  His  ofllce  hours  were  extended  through  the 
whole  day  and  often  into  the  night.  The  times  de- 
manded firmness,  and  the  greatest  promptness  and 
vigor  of  action  in  Uie  performance  of  official  duties, 
and  very  often  the  executive  authority  failed  to  re- 
ceive the  support  of  a  mi^jority  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men, yet  the  mayor  acquitted  himself  to  the  general 
approval  of  his  fellow-citizens.  Since  his  retirement 
from  the  office  of  mayor  ho  has  held  no  public  posi- 
tion, except  that  of  trustee  of  the  public  library,  to 
which  he  was  elected  in  1882. 

On  the  27th  day  of  May,  1868,  Mr.  Lindsey  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  Hon. 
Oliver  Ohace,  of  Fall  River. 

Mr.  Lindsey  is  now  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  enjoys 
in  the  community  in  which  he  resides  the  esteem  and 
confidence  which  he  has  won  by  his  decided  abilities, 
his  persistent  industry,  and  his  strict  and  undeviating 
integrity. 


BUJAH  0.  KILBUBir. 

The  name  of  Kilbum  is  found  among  the  English 
nobility  as  far  back  as  Chaucer,  and  the  line  of  de- 
scent can  be  directly  traced  down  to  the  present. 
Thomas  Kilbum  was  the  ancestor  of  the  family  in 
this  country,  and  came  from  England  in  1635,  bring- 
ing with  him  his  wife  and  five  children.  One  of  his 
descendants  of  the  fourth  generation  was  John  Kil- 
bum, the  first  settler  of  the  town  of  Walpole,  N.  H. 
He  settled  there  in  1749.  He  was  bora  at  Glaston- 
bury, Conn.,  in  1704,  married  Mehitable  Bacon  Oct. 
26, 1782,  and  had  four  children,  of  whom  the  only 
son  was  John,  who  accompanied  his  father  to  Wal- 
pole. This  son  is  spoken  of,  in  connection  with  his 
father,  in  an  account  of  an  Indian  attack  upon  that 
town,  recorded  in  Aldrich's  ''History  of  Walpole:" 

"  Kilbum  and  his  son  John,  in  his  eighteenth  year, 
a  man  named  Peak  and  his  son  were  returning  home 
from  work  about  noon,  Aug.  17, 1765|  when  one  of 
them  discovered  the  red  legs  of  the  Indians  among 
the  alders  '  as  thick  as  grasshoppers.'  Th^  instantly 
made  for  the  house,  ftstened  the  doors,  and  began  to 
make  preparations  for  an  obstinate  defense.  Besides 
these  four  men  there  were  in  the  house  Kilburn's 
wife  and  his  daughter  Hetty,  who  contributed  not  a 
little  to  encourage  and  assist  their  companions,  as 
well  as  to  keep  a  watch  on  the  movements  of  the 
enemy.  .  .  . 

"  The  Indians  next  appeared  on  the  eminence  east 
of  Kilburn's  house,  when  the  same  'old  devil'  Philip 
who  had  visited  him  the  summer  before  came  forward, 
and  screening  himself  behind  a  tree  called  out  to  those 
in  the  house  to  surrender.  '  Old  John,  young  John,' 
says  he,  'I  know  you;  come  out  here,  we  give  you 
good  quarter.' 

"'Quarter!'  vociferated  old  Kilbum  with  a  voice 
of  thunder  that  rang  through  every  Indian  heart  and 
every  hill  and  valley.  '  Yon  black  rascals  be  gone,  or 
we'll  quarter  you !' 

"Philip  then  retumed  to  his  companions,  and  after 
a  few  minutes'  consultation  the  war-whoop  was  given. 
The  Indians  rashed  forward  to  the  work  of  destrac- 
tion,  and  probably  no  less  than  four  hundred  bullets 
were  lodged  in  Kilbum's  house  at  the  first  fire.  .  .  . 
They  had  several  guns  in  the  house,  which  were  kept 
hot  by  incessant  firing.  .  .  .  The  women,  with  true 
Qredan  firmness,  assisted  in  loading  the  guns. . . .  The 
contest  was  kept  up  till  nearly  sundown,  when  the 
Indians  begsn  to  disappear,  and  as  the  sun  sank 
behind  the  western  hills  the  sound  of  the  guns  and 
the  cry  of  the  war-whoop  died  away  in  silence." 

The  account  from  which  the  above  is  quoted  closes 
with  these  words,  "Seldom  has  it  fallen  to  the  lot  of 
our  forefathers,  by  personal  courage  and  valor,  to 
reap  a  more  brilliant  crown  of  laurels  than  that  won 
by  Kilbum  on  that  memorable  day.  .  .  .  During  the 
whole  of  the  Indian  and  French  war,  which  lasted 
till  1763,  the  Indians  never  afterwards  made  their 
appearance  in  Walpole." 


inSTOtty   OP  BRISTOL  COUNTY,  MASSACHUSETTS. 


The  inscriptinn  on  the  gravestone  of  Joba  Kilbum, 
in  the  Wulpute  burying-grounil,  u  aa  followa: 

"  Id  mamoiy  eT 
John  KIlliBm,  wlia  JipaWd  , 

t1i|i  lir*  rsr  •  iHitH',  April  t,  ITM, 

In  UieUjroirafblii^ 

Ua  wu  Ui*  lint  hIIIit  of  Ihli  towa 

In  17«." 

Young  John,  or,  aa  he  was  aderwurclB  citlled,  Gapl. 
John,  intirried  Content,  daughter  of  Rev.  Ezra  Car- 
penter, of  SwaiiBea,  N.  H.  He  died  in  Shrewsbury, 
Vt.,  July  20,  1819,  leaving  live  children,  of  whom 
Elijah,  [he  father  of  our  Hnhject,  waa  the  youiigont. 
Ho  was  horn  in  Walpole,  Sept.  SO,  1772;  married  Re- 
becca Jcnnison,  daughter  of  John  and  Sybil  Jenni- 
8on,  in  1798.  He  died  in  1847;  his  wife  in  1849. 
They  had  nine  children,  all  born  in  Walpole,  vU.: 
(1)  Harriet,  died  unmarried  in  1830;  (2)  Mary,  wife 
of  Noah  ijmith  ;  (3)  Josiah,  married  Emily  Bonney  ; 
(4)  Qeorge,  married  Laura  Hooper;  removed  to  Fall 
River  about  1S40,  and  subsequently  connected  with 
the  Lon^alo  Manufacturing  and  Bleaching  Com- 
pany,of  which  he  was  HupcrintendeDt;  (6)  John,  mar- 
ried Maria  E.  Cage,  and  settled  in  Fall  River,  where 
hedied  Dec4,184U;  (6)  Frederick,  married  Mary  Ann 
Watkiiii;  represented  Walpole  in  the  Oeneral  Court 
in  1868-59;  a  carpenter  and  millwright  by  occupa- 
tion; (7)  Elijah  C,  the  subject  of  our  sketch;  (8)  Re- 
becca, wifeof  Rodney  Smith  ;  (9)  William  J.. a  whole- 
sale merchant  of  Augusta,  Me.,  firm  of  William  J, 
Kilburn  &  Co. 

Elijah  C,  Kilburn,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
notice,  waa  born  in  the  town  of  Walpole,  N.  H.,  June 
10,  Itlll.  His  father  was  poor,  with  a  large  tikinily  to 
support,  and  the  only  income  was  from  his  daily  labor 
as  a  carpenter.  Ilonce  aa  soon  as  the  boya  were  able 
to  hu  of  any  aervice  to  their  father  in  his  buniaess 
and  could  assist  in  the  support  of  the  family  they 
were  put  to  work.  In  this  way  Elijah  hail  gained 
quite  a  knowledge  of  the  carpenter's  trade  before  he 
wua  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  was  getting  what  was 
considered  good  pay  for  the  times.—about  iilly  cetiti 
per  day  and  board. 

Previous  to  tliis  time,  as  a  lad,  he  had  worked  on 
the  farm  of  one  of  hia  elder  brothers  In  Walpole. 
Hia  early  school  advantages  were  few;  the  moat  lie 
attended  was  during  the  three  months  of  each  wiuter, 
and  some  ycBra  not  ao  much  as  that. 

When  between  nineteen  and  twenty  years  of  age, 
in  the  year  1830,  he  left  home  and  went  to  Boston, 
where  his  brother  John  had  been  three  years,  and 
waa  then  the  priiprieior  of  what  had  been  Ilnlland'a 
CoiTee-IJouse,  He  was  given  employment  by  his 
brother  at  eleven  dollura  per  month  and  board,  Uy 
carefully  saving  what  money  he  earned,  and  what 
was  given  him  by  the  boarders  for  odd  jobs  done  for 
them,  at  the  end  of  four  years  lie  had  accumulated 
about  live  hundred  dollars.  Then  burrowing  of  a 
friend  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  he  was  able  to 
buy  ofhix  brother  a  liair-intercst  in  the  public-house, 


which  became  known  as  Kilburn's  Ooffee-House,  ait- 
uated  on  Howard  Street,  and  was  well  known  in 
those   days.     It   was   the  liist   temperance  house  in 

They  had  some  twenty  steady  city  boarder«,  aud 
they  catered  for  u  class  of  transients  who  came  into 
the  city  to  attend  the  I^giHlature  in  the  wiuter,  and 
country  merchants  who  cuiiie  to  Boston  to  buy  giiod«, 
staying  from  one  to  two  and  sometiinea  three  weeka. 
He  remembers  with  a  great  deal  of  pride  many  men 
who  used  to  stop  at  his  house  who  have  since  become 
famouH  in  the  world  of  busineaa  and  of  Ictiors.  The 
tint  money  he  made  he  used  in  paying  the  two  hun- 
dred dollars  he  had  borrowed. 

While  in  this  situation,  on  the  24th  of  SepUmber, 
1835,  he  united  in  marriage  with  Hannah  B.,  daughter 
of  Benjamin  and  Martha  (Tilton)  Carter.  It  may  b« 
OB  well  here  as  elsewhere  in  tliia  sketch  to  give  the  ' 
names  and  dates  of  birth  of  their  children,  which  ore 
aa  follows:  Emily  A.,  burn  April  1,  lR3fl;  Mary 
Theresa,  born  Aug.  3,  IS4I  (deceased);  Charles  W., 
born  July  12, 1844  (deceased) ;  Elias  T.,  horn  June 
21, 18C0. 

After  being  associated  with  his  brother  almut  throe 
years  in  the  hotel  business,  ho  sold  his  interest  far 
about  three  thousand  dollar),  and  in  1837  returned 
to  Walpole  and  bought  with  hia  brother  Qeorge  k 
half-iutereat  in  u  farm  in  thai  town  known  as  the 
Major  Jennison  farm,  which  had  previously  belonged 
to  his  graudfutber.  On  the  farm  was  a  famous  stock 
of  6ne  Saxony  sheep.  They  carried  ou  the  farm  to- 
gether about  one  year,  when  hia  brotlier  retiring,  l«ft 
him  sole  proprietor.  He  remained  here  aliont  ni 
years,  aud  in  addition  to  the  work  uf  the  farm  he  be-  * 
cume  quite  a  euntractor,  building  highn'Hy  brid|^, 
doing  niaaonry-work,  and  entering  somewhat  into 
the  lumber  buBlncfsa.  In  the  year  1846  ho  repre- 
sented the  town  of  Walpole  in  llie  General  Cuurt. 

In  1847,  Mr.  Kilburn  removed  to  Fall  River,  Mium. 
Hia  brother  John,  who  had  preceded  him  to  Fall 
River  aud  bod  established  the  machine  buainau, 
entering  largely  into  the  manufacture  of  turbiue  ' 
water-fvhccls,  died  in  184G,  leaving  his  widow  exuuv 
trix  of  his  estate.  Mr.  Kilburu  tuok  charge  uf  tha 
business  in  1847,  and  nut  buingapractioul  machiuialt 
associateil  with  him  Mr.  Jouathnu  T,  Lincoln,  under  ' 
the  name  of  E.  C.  Kilburn  Jk  Co.  The  buaiueaa  wu 
carried  on  under  this  name  (ill  1826,  when,  ou  ac- 
count of  the  illness  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  his  son,  Henry 
O.  Lincoln,  was  added  to  the  6rm,  which  then  took 
the  name  of  Kilburn,  Lincoln  &  Bon.  They  carried 
on  huelness  till  18U7  in  the  old  shops  on  the  site  of 
the  present  Fall  River  freight  depot,  between  Water 
and  I'ond  Streets. 

Tlie  present  corporation  of  Kilburn,  Lincoln  & 
Co.  is  ujoint-atock  company,  with  a  paid- up  capital 
of  eighty  thousand  dollars.  It  was  iiicorjio rated  tu 
1867.  At  that  time  the  new  shops  at  the  corner  of 
I'ocasset  and  Canal  Streets  were  built. 
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Mr.  Kilburn  sold  moflt  of  bin  interest  in  the  ma- 
cbine-shops  in  1869,  and  in  1871  united  witb  Craw- 
ford K.  Lindsey,  of  Fnll  River,  Jonathan  Oiace,  of 
Valley  Falls,  R.  T.,  and  others  in  organizing  the 
King  Philip  Mills  Company,  of  Fall  River.  After 
several  interviews  it  was  decided  by  these  gentlemen 
to  test  the  practicability  of  raising  a  capital  stock  of 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  erection  of  a 
mill  of  about  thirty-six  thousand  spindles  for  the 
manufacture  of  fine  cotton  fabrics.  Says  the  history 
of  Fall  River  industries,  "The  matter  was  put  in 
charge  of  Mr.  E.  C.  Kilburn,  and  within  a  fortnight 
the  whole  amount  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
was  taken  by  forty-seven  responsible  persons,  and  an 
additional  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars 
asked  for;  but  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  subscribers, 
held  July  14,  1871,  for  organization,  it  was  decided 
to  limit  the  capital  stock  to  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars." 

Mr.  Kilburn  was  one  of  the  original  board  of  di- 
rectors, and  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  corporation, 
which  office  he  still  holds.  The  company  was  incor- 
porated Sept.  16,  1871.  The  mill  was  built  under  the 
superintendence  of  Mr.  Kilburn,  assisted  by  W.  F. 
Sherman  and  F.  P.  Sheldon,  architects  and  draughts- 
men, and  stjirfrd  in  Jnnunry,  1873. 

Mr.  Kilburn  wna  one  of  the  original  stockholders 
of  the  Union  Mills,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Ilale 
Remington  was  elected  a  director,  and  remained  in 
that  capacity  until  the  suspension.  He  was  also  a 
director  in  the  Border  City  Mills,  and  is  at  present  a 
director  in  the  following  companies:  Conanicut  and 
Weetamoe  Mills,  Union  Belt  Company,  Fall  River 
Manufacturers'  Mutual  Insurance  Compaqy.  He 
was  and  is  an  original  stockholder  and  director  in  the 
Second  National  Bank,  an  original  trustee  of  ihe  Five 
Cent  Savings- Bank,  and  about  ton  years  past  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Investment.  During  the  years 
1860-63,  1866-67  he  was  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  of  Fall  River. 


DH.  J.   M.  ALDRICII. 

James  Mott  Aldrich  was  born  in  the  town  of  Smith- 
field.  R.  I.,  Oct.  30,  1817.  He  is  the  son  of  Arnold 
Aldrich,  who  was  the  twelfth  and  youngest  child  of 
Judge  Caleb  Aldrich,  of  the  same  town.  He  is  the  fifth 
generation  in  descent  from  George  Aldrich  and  his 
wife  Catherine  Seald,  who  came  to  this  country  from 
Derbyshire,  England,  in  1631,  and  settled  in  the  town 
of  Mendon,  Mass.  George  was  one  of  the  original 
purchasers  of  the  town,  and  reared  a  family  of  eleven 
children.  Moses,  the  grandson  of  George,  and  the 
father  of  Caleb,  became  an  eminent  Quaker  preacher, 
and  traveled  quite  extensively  in  prosecuting  his  divine 
mission.  After  sufTering  many  petty  persecutions  and 
deprivations  from  the  dominant  religious  sect  of  his 
native  State  on  account  of  his  religion,  he  moved  to 
the  freer  atmosphere  of  Rhode  Island,  bringing  with 


him  and  transmitting  to  his  children  such  a  hatred  of 
religious  tyranny  and  priestly  domination  that  it  has 
not  yet  become  extinct  in  his  later  descendants. 
James  was  the  youngest  of  ten  children,  seven  sons 
and  three  daughters,  of  whom  he  is  the  only  one 
living. 

As  an  interesting  evidence  of  the  multiform  branch- 
ing of  the  family  tree,  there  is  to  be  found  on  the 
headstone  of  his  grandmother's  grave  the  statement 
that  at  the  time  of  her  death  she  had  living  nine 
children,  ninety-seven  grandchildren,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy  great-grandchildren. 

He  was  of  a  somewhat  delicate  and  sensitive  or- 
ganization, and  has  never  enjoyed  the  vigorous  health 
which  was  shared  by  the  other  brothers  of  the  family. 
His  childhood  and  youth  were  spent  on  his  father's 
farm,  which  was  pleasantly  situated  about  one  mile 
south  of  Union  village,  near  the  main  road  to  Provi- 
dence. 

Afler  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  the  common 
branches  of  education  at  the  public  and  private 
neighborhood  schools  he  entered  the  academy  at 
Union  village,  which  was  then  under  the  charge  of 
James  Bushee.  Here  he  studied  the  higher  branches 
taught  in  a  select  school,  and  during  the  time  read 
ancient  and  modern  history  and  the  writings  of  the 
stiindard  ]>oet<«,  of  which  he  was  particularly  fond. 
He  was  a  studious  scholar,  loved  learning  for  its  own 
sake,  anditook  a  high  rank  among  his  fellow-pupils. 
Another  means  of  his  education  which  should  not  be 
overlooked  watf  the  Debating  Club,  of  which  he  was 
an  active  member.  Here  were  discussed,  and  fre- 
quently by  the  most  intelligent  person^  in  the  com- 
munity, the  various  prominent  and  public  questions 
of  the  day,  and  as  Mr.  Aldrich  was  particularly  fond 
of  debate,  he  used  all  available  means  to  enable  him 
to  discuss  these  questions  intelligently,  and  being  a 
ready  and  not  unpleasant  speaker,  he  became  quite 
prominent  in  these. friendly  educational  contests. 
Through  these  various  methods,  aided  on  the  religious 
side  of  his  nature  by  the  instruction  received  from 
his  Quaker  parents,  he  arrived  at  the  stage  of  man- 
hood with  convictions  matured  beyond  many  of  his 
years,  and  being  naturally  conscientious  and  of  an 
active  temperament,  he  soon  identified  himself  with 
the  earnest  opponents  of  slavery,  intemperance,  capi- 
tal punishment,  and  restricted  charter  suffrage,  the 
four  questions  which  were  just  then  disturbing  the 
usual  quiet  of  his  State.  To  his  great  disgust  the 
latter  reform  soon  fell  into  the  hands  of  unwise  leaders, 
and  he  withdrew  from  all  further  connection  witli  the 
party,  not  being  inclined  to  place  himself  in  rebellion 
against  the  de  facto  authorities  of  the  State,  though 
not  the  less  convinced  of  the  justice  of  the  demand. 
From  early  childhood  Mr.  Aldrich  had  been  a  victim 
of  gastric  disease,  which  in  his  later  youth  increased 
in  severity,  and  was  occasionally  accompanied  with 
severe  intestinal  complications,  which,  with  the  de- 
bilitating effects  of  the  treatment  considered  necessarv 
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to  give  relief,  greatly  enfeebled  hie  geoeriLl  health, 
and  caused  his  frienda  much  solicilude  for  the  future. 
An  entire  i:liange  in  the  treatment  was  finally  decided 
upon,  and  od  the  accession  of  one  of  these  attacks  a 
botanic  physician  was  culled,  wlio  gave  him  more 
speedy  relief  and  with  \em  exhaustion  than  he  had 
previously  experienced.  The  treatment  finally  re- 
sulted in  the  eatabliahment  of  better  liealth  than  he 
had  ever  before  enjoyed.  This  gratifying  result 
turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of  medicine,  and  in 
the  eurly  part  of  the  year  1S3!>  he  entered  the  offiec 
and  infirmary  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Browa,  of  Providence,  It.  I. 

With  hia  usual  ardor  he  entered  upon  his  now 
course  of  study,  also  gaining  a  practical  knowledge 
of  the  use  and  efiectis  of  remedies  at  the  bedside  of 
the  numerous  patients  treated  in  the  infirmury.  Here 
he  remained  until  the  Inst  of  Noveml)cr,  1840,  when 
he  accepted  an  invitation  to  go  to  Full  River,  Maoa,, 
to  take  the  place  of  Dr.  J.  B.  Woodwanl,  who  went 
South  fur  the  benefit  of  his  health.  Dr.  Woodward 
returned  in  about  a  year,  and  Mr.  AlUrich  lelt  to 
further  pursue  his  studies.  He  attended  a  course  of 
lectures  in  the  Medical  Department  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege, and  subsequently  a  course  at  the  Botuniu  Medi- 
cal College  in  Cincinnati,  where  he  received  his  di- 
ploma and  was  chosen  valedictorian  of  his  class. 
After  practicing  several  mouths  in  Woousouket,  ho 
removed  to  Fall  River  in  November,  1843,  agaiu  tak- 
ing the  place  of  Dr.  Woodward,  then  made  vacant 
by  his  death,  and  now  antedates  by  some  years  any 
other  practitioner  iu  the  city,  and  ha«  been  the  long- 
est in  practice  of  any  one  of  his  school  in  Bristol 
County.  He  continues  to  adhere  to  the  same  princi- 
ples of  sanitive  medicatiou  he  at  first  adopted,  yet, 
profiting  from  his  experience  and  keeping  himself 
auinewhat  familiar  with  current  medical  literature,  he 
is  ever  reiidy  to  adopt  such  changes  in  remedies  and 
methods  of  application  as  bis  judgment  approves. 

For  the  purpose  of  combatiug  medical  intolerance 
and  prejudice,  and  giving  to  such  as  were  disposed  to 
inquire  a  knowledge  of  the  reformed  practice,  Dr, 
Aldrich,  in  connection  with  Dr.  T.  W.  Wood,  A.M., 
of  MiddJeborough,  published  for  a  year  (in  1846-47) 
a  monthly  paper  called  the  Mtdieal  Enqairer,  of  which 
several  hundred  copies  were  issued.  In  1867,  Dr. 
Aldrich  was  elected  president  of  the  Massachusetts 
Eclectic  Medical  Society,  and  subsequently  delivered 
the  annual  address.  The  energy  and  persevcrauce 
required  to  overcome  the  peculiar  obstaclea  incident 
to  his  independent  position  as  a  physiciau,  added  to 
the  ordinary  duties  of  a  remunerative  practice  which 
he  secured,  did  not  prevent  the  doctor  from  taking  an 
active  part  in  some  of  the  vital  questions  which  have 
lunity.  Indifferent  to  the  odium 
us  thrown  upon  the  Abolitionists  of 
K)l,  he  early  became  one  of  the  moat 
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ducted the  correspondence,  and  was  closely  idenliRed 
with  the  comparatively  few  of  a  similar  faith  and  ac- 
cordant spirit.  He  has  always  beeu  a  strong  advocate 
of  total  abstinence  from  all  alcoholic  lie verages,  was 
for  yearn  president  of  the  Temperance  Society,  lion 
frequently  spoken  at  temperance  meetings,  and  for 
many  years  has  almost  entirely  discorded  the  use  uf 
alcohol  as  a  curative  agent. 

His  early  views  on  the  snnVsgo  question  made  hiiu 
a  ready  advocate  of  woman's  right  to  the  ballot  lut  it 
matter  of  justice  and  sound  expediency. 

For  some  years  he  has  held  the  office  of  president 
of  tlie  Children's  Uume,  a  public  instiluliun  designed 
to  have  charge  of  or|ihans  and  destitute  children,  ami 
in  the  success  of  which  he  has  been  much  intcrcslod. 
He  Ims  also  been  the  principal  physician  employed  aX 
the  Home  iu  cases  of  sickness.  Iu  1852  the  doctor 
was  elected  a  member  of  (ho  school  committee,  the 
only  political  office  he  ever  held,  being  loosely  buuud 
by  party  ties,  tbongh  strongly  in  sympathy  with  the 
Republican  organization.  From  1853  to  1879  he  held 
the  office  fifteen  years,  the  last  five  of  which  ho  was 
elected  chairman  of  the  committee.  He  duclined  u 
further  renoniination,  and  after  a  year's  interval  his 
wife  wan  elected  to  the  position,  which  she  still  holds. 
The  annual  reports  of  the  committee  during  his  chair- 
muuship  indicate  the  intelligent  interest  he  manifested 
iu  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 

Dr.  Aldrich  continued  his  cunnection  witli  the 
Society  of  Friends  until  the  New  England  Yearly 
Meeting  decided  to  forbid  the  opening  of  ita  huusca 
of  worship  for  anti-slavery  meetings,  and  advised  ita 
members  not  to  he  idontilietl  with  the  Abolitionists, 
since  which  time  he  has  ceased  to  regard  himself  aa 
a  member  of  the  denomination,  though  never  dis- 
owned by  the  society. 

The  knowledge  and  expcHencogaincd  during  these 
years  liberated  his  own  mind  from  some  religious 
usauinptions  and  iwcullurities  which  he  formerly  re- 
garded us  important  and  led  hiiu  to  separate  religion, 
which  hudcfinesus  the  vitalixing  and  guiding  princijile 
which  exalts  and  digniiies  tlie  soul  and  cunsccruteii  it 
to  noble  uses,  from  the  great  body  of  theology  which 
the  human  intellect  has  imposed  upon  it.  In  1871  he 
united  tvilh  the  Unitarian  Society,  and  whs  sliortly 
alter  chosen  a  member  of  the  standing  committee, 
which  office  ho  still  holds,  and  is  ranked  among  the 
most  active,  liberal,  and  progressive  membet^  of  the 

Dr.  Aldrich  was  married.  May  24, 1S44,  to  Mary  A. 
Allen,  of  Dedhani,  Muss.  She  was  a  teacher  in  the 
higher  branches  of  instruction,  and  thoroughly  in 
accord  with  her  husband  iu  social  and  reformatory 
questions.  Shu  never  enjoyed  vigorous  huallh,  and 
died  nf  inherited  pulmonary  disease  Dec,  18,  1857. 
He  was  again  married,  Sept.  23,  lS(i2,  to  Louisa  O., 
youngest  daughter  of  Hun.  Nathaniel  !).  Borden,  Iho 
atmosphere  of  whoso  home  was  permeated  with  those 
ideas  of  practical  righteoiisnoaa  which  undetUe  all 
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thkt  is  gwinine  Id  lire  sncl  enduring  in  character. 
Thej-  linvo  n  daughter  ami  son,  tlie  farmer  of  whom 
haa  nrarly  completed  her  tecond  year  in  Smith  Col- 
teite,  Nortliampton. 

For  twenty -flvef  eara  tlie  doctor  lived  in  the  UloMom 
house.  No.  77  North  HaiD  Street,  on  the  corner  of 
Franklin  Street.  In  1870  he  purchased  a  pleasant 
home  on  the  corner  ot  Hanover  and  Prospect  Streets, 
where  he  has  since  resided,  but  continuea  his  office  at 
lite  old  place  on  Main  Street. 

We  conclude  this  biogrnphj  witli  the  rollowing  ap- 
preciative tribnte,  written  by  a  prominoutand  liighly- 
raspectcd  citiwn  of  Fall  River: 

"  Dr.  Ahlrich  lins  more  than  n  reputation,  lie  hns  a 
chnmcter.NO  well  woven  into  tiie  woof  and  warp  of 
his  evcry-ilny  life  as  to  present  a  degree  of  faultless- 
ne»  that  hiu  secured  for  him  general  confidence  and 
ie«|>ecl.  He  is  a  gentleman  ofstrung  convictions  and 
ninrlced  indiviilunlity  ;  has  opinions  of  his  own,  and 
is  not  slow  ill  dofciiding  them  when  it  becomes  ne- 
cessnry  for  him  to  do  so.  Indeed,  his  combativencte  ia 
fairly  developed,  and  at  times  ho  loves  controversy, 
and  wields  a  ready  and  caustic  pen,  as  those  have 
found  who  have  crossed  lances  with  him.  While 
honoring  tlie  profcaiion  of  which  he  isa  wortliy  mem- 
ber, he  Ims  fiiuiid  time  for  that  general  anil  select 
rending  which,  na  much  as-  nnything,  dcvclo|is, 
strcnglhcnti,  nnil  mnkcH  the  man.  Ah  a  phyxiciiin, 
Dr.  Aldricli  in  snfc,  reliable,  and  always  to  be  trusted ; 
as  n  citixnn,  gcntloiiianly  in  his  hearing  slid  de|>ort- 
ment,  and  holds  n  high  and  well-merited  place  in  the 
good  will  of  the  community. 

"]  tin  services  on  the  school  committee  of  Fall  Itivcr, 
for  which  he  Is  admirably  adapted  botli  by  culture 
and  exiwriciice,  have  l>eeu  valuable  in  many  ways, 
and  his  interest  in  general  education  and  all  that  is 
good  and  ennobling  in  life  are  well  known  and  ap- 
preciated. We  wiali  him  the  addition  of  many  golden 
years  to  the  silver  summers  of  his  life." 


DR.  JBROMB  DWBLLT. 
Dr.  Jerome  Dwell?  was  l>orn  in  Tiverton,  B.  I.,  Jan. 
:!l,1823,  about  four  and  one-half  miles  south  from  the 
city  iif  Fall  River.  His  fntlier,  Daniel  Dwelly*,  was 
a  well-known  and  resiiectable  farmer,  and  was  a  direct 
dcscondnnt  of  Riclmrd  Dwelly,  who  was  one  of  tlie 
early  Hclltora  of  Plymoutli  Colntiy,  and  who,  alwiut 
16(!5,  settled  in  Scituato,  Mass.,  having  been  in  some 
of  the  neighboring  towns  as  early  ns  ll^rA,  He  had 
a  grant  iif  hmd  in  SciUmto  from  the  colony  for  scr- 
viccf  rendered  in  King  rUilip's  war  in  1C76.  His 
grandson,  Joshua  Dwelly,  bcin);  a  nhip-car)i«ntcr, 
e>ii)|;rntcd  from  8uituatc  to  Swansea,  Mass.,  and  nl>out 
17im  bu  Tiverton,  U.  1.,  nnd  his  grandson,  Richard 
Dwelly\  emigrated  from  Tiverton,  B.  I.,  lo  Muiilius, 
N.  Y.,  when  his  son,  Dan'd  Dwelly',  was  iib'iut  eleven 
years  of  sgc,  where  i].g  fumily  remained,  except  the 
son  Daniel,  who  re(,,     ^  to  Tiverton  and  married  the 


daughter  of  Jonathan  Slade',  formerly  of  Blade's 
Ferry,  Jenimo  Dwelly,  hia  son,  having  beoome 
lame  when  quite  young,  was  sent  to  school  at  Fall 
Biver,  and  aubsequently  to  Fierce  Academy,  at  Uid- 
dleborough,  Mass.,  lo  fit  for  college,  with  a  view  of 
becoming  a  lawyer.  He  remained  there  three  years, 
and  then,  his  health  falling,  ho  was  obliged  (o  snspend 
hia  studies  for  two  or  three  years,  after  which  his  mind 
liccame  diverted  In  tlie  study  of  meflicine.  Ho  tlien 
became  a  student  in  the  onke  of  the  late  'lliomas 
Wilbur,  of  Fall  Biver,  and  subspqucnlly  entered  tlie 
offices  of  Dr.  William  E.  Tnwiiacnd  nnd  IiIh  father, 
Solomon  D.  Townsend,  one  of  the  surgeons  of  the 
MtuwnubuBotts  Qeneral  Hoapital,  Boston.  He  was 
graduated  in  medicine  at  the  Harvard  Medical  Col- 
lege in  1847,  and  has  been  In  the  active  practice  of 
hia  profension  in  Fall  Biver  since  that  time,  with  tlie 
exception  of  two  yeora  spent  in  Catifomla,  from  1849 
to  ISOI.  He  was  for  about  twenty  years  a  member  of 
the  school  board  of  Fall  Biver. 


AUGUSTDS   UBACB. 

A  man  who  entirely  by  hU  own  efforts  has  risen 
to  afHuence  and  social  position,  and  through  all  the 
ehnngiiig  cvonls  of  an  active  busincas  life  has  prc- 
scrvcil  his  integrity  unlmpeachod,  well  deserves  the 
pen  of  tho  historian.  Such  an  one  ia  Augustus  Chace, 
the  subject  of  tliis  sketch.  Without  the  advantages 
of  iniierited  aid  he  has  worked  tlie  problem  of  his  own 
fortune,  and  lives  to  e^joy  the  fhiition  of  a  successful 
business  career. 

Augustus  Cboce  was  born  in  Freetown,  Mass., 
SepL  20,  1818.  While  he  was  quit«  a  small  lad  his 
parents  removed  to  Valley  Falls,  B.  I.,  where  they 
remuaed  about  five  yeara,  and  then  removed  to  Fall 
Biver.  HU  first  work  in  a  mill  was  at  Valley  Falls, 
where  he  received  one  dollar  per  week.  Upon  com- 
ing to  Pall  Biver  he  commenced  work  in  the  Print- 
Worka,  carrying  cloth,  and  soon  after  went  into  what 
was  long  known  as  the ''  yellow  milt,"  stripping  cards, 
receiving  the  meagre  salary  of  fifty  cents  per  day 
Here  he  remained  about  eight  years,  and  tlien  re- 
moved to  Eagleville,  and  later  to  Newville  or 
"  Sucker  Urook,"  as  the  locality  is  called. 

He  had  now  became  a  thoroughly  practical  manu- 
facturer, and  nitli  that  clear  fwesight  which  has  ever 
been  characterUtic  of  the  man,  he  saw  the  facilities 
sfFordcd  by  Fall  Biver  for  manufacturing  purposes, 
snd  in  1845  he  came  here,  and  in  company  with  the 
Inte  William  II.  Tralfiird  erecte^l  a  small  mill  for  llic 
manufacture  of  yarim,  etc.,  under  the  firm-name  of 
Clince  &  Tratford.  This  partnership  continued  about 
filleen  years.  The  firm  sulwcquently  purchased  llio 
Westport  Msiiuractiiriiig  Company,  nnd  al^er  about 
six  years  tho  partnemhip  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Ohiice 
retaining  tlie  iiitcrcHl  of  the  firm  in  the  Fall  River 
property,  and  Mr.  Tratford  taking  the  Weatport  pro- 
ject.    Tho  hUBtiiFBs  was  originally  commenced  In  a 
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Hmull  wiky,  llie  product  being  nboiit  riglity  pniinilii  of 
course  yHrii  por  day,  employing  six  pcrxuns.  It  hiui 
JticrciirioU  Hiul  dcvulopuil  until  nt  tlic  preaont  time  tlit! 
production  is  tliree  tliouennd  aix  hundred  pounds  p«r 
dny  of  cotton  twines  and  carpet  wnrpa, — employing 
ninety  persons.  During  tlis  present  yeitr  tlie  cnpuc- 
ity  of  tlie  mill  is  to  be  largely  increased, 

Mr.  Cliauc  lias  over  manirntted  a  lively  Interest  iii 
nil  matters  lending  to  ndvnncB  tim  welrnre  of  liia 
ndopted  town,  iiiid  inuy  be  ranked  hs  one  of  tile  lend- 
ing mill  directors  and  niiiniirnuturent  in  this  fmnmis 
■nanuriicturiiig  city.  In  addition  to  lliu  Wyoming 
Mills,  wliich  nre  owned  exclusively  by  him,  lie  in 
president  of  the  Tecuinseh  Mills,  president  of  tlio 
Chnce  Mills,  a  director  in  the  Fall  River  Spool  und 
Bobbin  Company,  also  in  the  Merchants'  Mill  Cor- 
poruLion,  and  in  an  owner  in  the  BarnaUy  Manufac- 
turing Oonipnny.  He  hns  been  preaitleuC  uf  tho 
ITnion  Biiviiig.s-lliitikiilni.-u  its  inuor|i»nitliin  [u  ISItll. 
llu  W.IS  a  niomlit'r  of  tho  LegiHlutuniuf  Ithmlt'  Uluiid 
when  thu  tiiwn  of  Tiverton  cmbnuiud  u  txirlioii  of 
the  present  dty  of  Full  River,  und  llO))  uIhu  beoii 
idcntitied  with  the  city  government,  torving  in  the 
Common  Cauneil,  and  also  in  ISourd  of  Aldermen. 

Sept.  20,  1882,  Mr.  Chuce  united  in  marriage  with 
Rhodu  M.  Lake,  a.  native  of  Tiverton,  R.  I.,  ami  their 
family  consisted  of  four  children,— Augustus  W,  D., 
deceased  ;  Mary  Maria,  deceased  ;  Adouimni  J.,  who 
in  in  his  father's  office  ;  and  9arah  L.,  wife  of  John 
J,  Wood. 

Augustus  Chace's  career  hiis  ever  been  guided  by  a 
truly  ndigious  principle,  and  from  that  Sabbath 
nioniiii^  while  playing  marbles  in  the  streets  of  Val- 
ley Kiills  he  heard  the  voice  of  the  Christian  woman 
inviting  him  to  the  Biiuday-achool,  tu  tho  pn-sent 
time  liis  lilii  liiia  bean  churacteriKed  by  a  consistent 
ChrlKtian  spirit  He  wnn  a  memlier  of  the  Second 
Ikplist  Uhurdi  of  this  city  for  forty  yoiira. 

Angmilus  Chuce  is  essentially  a  «elf-mtMlo  man. 
Eiirly  in  life  he  learned  Ihnt  the  way  Ui  success  wum 
by  no  royal  road,  but  wits  opoii  to  stout  hearts  nnd 
willing  hands.  He  hiiH gained  nothing  by  uiuruhiuk, 
but  evcrylhiiig  by  peracvorance  and  wcli-digCHtod 
[ilans,  and  Ihe  intelligent  appliestjim  iif  his  energies 
to  the  end  in  view.  In  social  life  he  is  gentle  manly 
and  allitble,  und  is  one  of  Fall  River's  most  eiilerpris- 
ing  and  honorcil  citizcntJ. 


WKAVKU  OSIIOllN. 
Weiiver  0,boii,,  sou  of  ■l-hmua«  mid  Anna  ( DnrfciO 
OMhorn,  was  born  III  Tivi^rlon,  U.  J.,  May  2:1,  1»13. 
He  reiiiaineil  iiC  home  nntil  he  was  eighteen,  working 
un  the  liinii  and  attending  the  common  uchool,  which 
riirninlicd  his  early  advuiitiigc  for  an  education,  except 
u  fuw  moiilliH'  lii-struutiiin  at  the  neiuiiiiLry  ul  Litlle 
WciJt  Hill,  Uunth  Kingston,  R.  I.  At  eighteen  he 
begun  to  U'lirn  the  bhieksniith's  trade  in  Fairhaven, 


Uristol  Co,,  Muss.,  and  having  nurved  hia  apprunticc*    ' 
ship  pursued  that  occupation  till  1871. 

In  ISHT),  Mr.  Oslmrn  Imiight  out  Kathiiiiiul  I'uirtw, 
of  Tiverton,  nndcHrricd  uii  his  inido  there  about  eight 
yonrs,  and  in  1&49  he  romoveil  lo  Providence,  wlicra 
he  remained  onu  year,  when  lie  returned  to  Tiverton, 
In  1844  lie  began  to  work  for  Andrew  Itiibnum  as  n 
journeyman,  and  continued  ia  that  capacity  four 
years,  when  in  1848  ha  resninml  businesH  in  his  native 
town,  continuing  till  January,  ISnS,  when  his  shop 
was  destroytHl  by  lire.  In  this  juncture  of  alliiirs  li« 
-reiiioved  lo  Full  Itivef  and  ulilcrud  into  eo)uirtncr' 
ship  with  James  M,  Oslxirn,  bis  younger  bndlier 
(linn  of  W.&.  J.  M.Oslmrn).  Their olwp  wan  *itH- 
Dteit  where  the  new  post-ollico  noiv  sliuidn,  anil  the 
partnership  lastml  till  1X71. 

Since  then  Mr.  (>slHiru  bus  bran  eliwely  entinwinl 
with  munufacturoB  and  with  iho  growth  and  duvvloj)- 
nienl  of  Fall  River.  Ho  wax  I'liHrleil  prisid.nL  >.f  ilie 
l-01-aHs.-t  National  Kiink  in  IKT.'t,  an  olliiit  whi.-li  hi. 
still  huhk  lie  has  bei-n  a  director  in  tin'  same  hunk 
Him»)  Us  oi^ttiiailioii  in  IHTi-t,  when  it  wan  known  on 
the  I'ueitsBut  Rank  under  thu  Htalu  laws.  In  167:) 
he  was  dueled  ehuimiuu  of  tliu  liouni  of  Inveitniunt, 
und  still  huUls  the  position,  lie  has  been  a  member 
of  the  board  since  its  organ iaulioii  in  llk'il,  and.  witli 
the  eicopliou  of  Williuin  t^.  Hhupin,  of  l'rnvi<lone«, 
he  is  the  only  living  member  of  that  original  liounl. 

Mr.  Osliorn  is  president  und  dlroeC'ir  of  the  (>9- 
borii  Mills,  which  lake  lii»  name.  Iluwanehiully  In- 
strniuenljil  in  geUiiig  the  stock  lakun  and  building 
tho  first  mill  iu  1872.  Since  tho  lost  date  he  hus  also 
been  a  director  in  the  Montan|>  Mills,  Ho  is  u  Inia- 
tee  of  t)io  Citizens'  Biivings-Iknk  ol  Fall  Uiver,  ono 
of  the  board  of  whUt  lommiisaiunern,  ami  one  of  tliu 
trUHteca  uf   the    Stute   workhouse    at    Itridgewaicr, 

As  a  Whig  in  |H>liLicH,  he  luwl  his  litvl  virtu  for 
Henry  Ctny,  but  bocuniu  u  Republican  upon  tho  or- 
ganization of  thu  hitler  parly  in  ISTHi,  As  sucli  Im 
was  elo<;l<^l  Ui  repvc«ent  the  lown  ..f  Fall  Ri.tir,  1!.  I., 
in  the  State  Soimtu  in  ISTiT,  18G8,  and  lsr>l),  and  s.'rvMl 
on  the  military  and  tither  uoiniaittuui.  He  him  tUutt 
served  in  Uie  Li^islatnru  of  MutMuuhilaotlo  fur  the  lld- 
lowing-namLilyeurf,  IMItJ,  IKIJU,  1S7I,  IK7il,  IKTtf,  1877. 
und  in  18711  he  wiw  u  member  of  (ho  8wui  Bonale,  and 
twrvi-d  on  several  ini|>«>rt<inC  emiiniittoM. 

Ah  u  military  man,  he  hna  served  through  the  va- 
rious grades  from  jirivule  tu  tuipluiti  in  ihe  Ktate 
mililia,  and  was  in  the  Dorr  war. 

Mr.  Oshorii  has  had  much  oxjierieuec  in  the  scUlc- 
menl  of  i-slates,  and  his  laborH  in  thai  diruclh.n  have 
given  gunevai  salisfaution.  He  ia  a  niuii  of  strict  in- 
tegrity and  sound  pnicliual  judgment. 

He  murried,  .fan.  7,  18.17,  I'aliciicij  11.  Dwolley, 
daiighler  of  Daniel  and  Mary  ShuU^  TItey  have  bii>l 
foLir  cliildrmi. ,«.  follows:  (I)  Mary  S.;  (2|  Ibniel 
W.,  died  in  his  Iwenly-tliinl  your;  (it)  TIioiiiim  F., 
died  aged  nine;  (4)  Anna  Jutiu,  diotl  ^{oii  iiiiia. 


'^//Ci%f^f     Oi-^!Ln-^-l. 
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tin.  Oaborn  wu  born  Uaj  37, 1817,  In  nTertan, 
B.  I.  Mr,  And  Hn.  Oaborn  hftve  b«en  memben  of 
the  ItfljitiMt  Cliiircli  iiuco  1S43. 

The  nin«  children  of  Thomu  Mid  Ann*  (Durfee) 
Oiborn  wen  (1)  William,  (3)  Thomu,  (8)  Joseph, 
(4)  Annm  (deceased),  (6)  Wilaon  (deceaaed),  (S)  Pa- 
tience (deceased),  (7)  Elisa,  [8)  Weaver,  (9)  Jamea  H. 

Thomas  Osborn  died  October,  1SS8,  aged  six^-rix. 
His  wife  died  Kmj  23, 1846,  aged  eeveotjr-tiro. 

J.  H.  OSBOKN. 
Jamea  Hunroe  Osborn,  son  of  Thomas  and  Anna 
(Durfee)  Osborn,  was  l>orn  at  l^Terton,  B.  I.,  Aug. 
37,  1883.  Hia  grandfather,  William  Osband,  was  a 
luitlre  of  Newport,  B.  I.,  where  he  was  born  Aug.  16, 
1739;  he  married  Elizabeth  ShrioTe  in  1761;  had 
ebiidren,  Weaver,  Elisabeth,  Patience  (died  young), 
nomai,  William,  and  Wilson,  and  died  Oct.  29,  1810, 
aged  eighty-one.  Thomas  Oslxim,  father  of  J.  H., 
was  bom  at  Tiverton,  B.  I.,  Uarch  81,  1766;  was  a 
ship's  cooper,  and  when  not  on  a  voyage  engaged  In 
fivming.  He  married  Anna  Durfee  in  1797,  had  nine 
children,  of  whom  James  M.  was  the  youngest.  He 
died,  aged  sixty-seven,  Oct.  7, 1838.  His  mother  be- 
ing left  a  widow  when  Jamea  was  eleven  years  old, 
he  romaiiicil  witli  her  on  the  farm,  availing  himself 
for  six  yenrs  of  sncli  cammoti-sciiool  advantages  of 
eilncatlon  as  were  given  by  the  town  schools,  when 
lie  learned  the  blacksmith  trade  of  bis  brother. 
Weaver,  with  wliom  he  stayed  three  years;  he  was 
tlien  twenty.  Going  back  to  the  farm,  he  tried  eeine 
fishing  witli  unsatisfactory  results,  and  relinquinhing 
this  6eld  of  labor  he  resumed  blacksmithiog  in  Prov- 
idence and  worked  in  other  places  until  184fi,  when 
be  came  to  Fall  Blver  and  entered  the  employ  of 
John  Kilbnm,  for  whom  he  worked  until  the  death 
of  Ur.  Kitbnm,  some  eighteen  months  thereafter. 
Hr.  Eilburn's  shop  was  shortly  alter  taken  by  Kil- 
burn  A  Linculn,  and  Mr.  Osborn  began  work  for 
tliem  and  continued  there  until  1860.  In  February 
of  that  year  he  Joined  his  brother.  Weaver,  in  the 
purchase  of  tbe  shop  of  Gideon  Packard,  No.  44 
Bedford  Street,  where  Uioy  commenced  business  for 
themselves  under  tbe  flrm-Utle  of  W.  A  J.  H,  Os- 
born. 

In  1869  the  incentive  of  making  Fall  Blver  a  lead- 
ing manufacturing  centre  of  the  State  was  given  to 
the  live  busioew  men  of  the  city,  and  W.  &  J.  H. 
Osborn  became  interested  in  and  helped  build  the 
Union  Mill,  so  soon  to  be  followed  by  others.  The 
firm  aflerwardB  took  stock  and  were  intorestod  in  the 
Granite  Hill,  and  in  1867  invested  largely  in  the 
Merchants'  Manufacturing  Company,  in  which  corpo- 
ration Mr.  Oaborn  was  made  a  director.  Companies 
desiring  to  establlah  themaelvee  here  soon  saw  that 
the  assistance  of  this  active  and  progressive  firm  waa 
a  step,  and  not  an  unimportant  one,  to  success,  and 
the  memben  of  it  were  soon  associated  with  others  in 


the  erection  of  the  BtaSbrd  HUL  By  this  time  other 
and  weightier  dntie*  superseded  the  bualneM  which  - 
the  Arm  was  organlied  to  tnunact,  and,  retaining  the 
firm-name,  the  blackamlthing  was  dropped.  Ur.  Os- 
born, in  1871,  was  electeddlrectorand  treasurer  of  the 
Blade  Hill,  then  orgaolaed,  and  devoted  himself  to  the 
duties  of  that  office,  and  anperintended  the  building 
of  tbe  mill.  Tbe  next  corporation  in  which  the 
brotiiers  were  intorestecl  was  tbe  Oaborn  Mill.  The 
copftrtnerahip  of  W.  &  J.  M.  Osborn  coiitinned  until 
1880.  Tbey  were  interesttd  in  tbo  Union  BeltCom- 
{inny,  Fail  River  Bobbin  Mills,  Montuup  Uill^  and 
otlier  corpo  ration  B. 

Mr.  Osborn  marriofl,  Aug.  9.  1847,  Mnry  B.,  daugh- 
ter of  Nnthnu  nnd  Elizabeth  (Biifllnton)  COiaGe,  of 
Somerflet.  (See  bintory  of  Cbace  fninily  in  history  of 
Fftll  River  in  this  volume.)  They  have  had  three 
children,  only  one  of  whom,  James  E.,  now  survives. 
He  was  bom  Jan.  24, 1866,  graduated  at  Fall  Blver 
High  School,  married  Delia  8.,  daughter  of  William 
and  Elisabeth  (Durfee)  Oarr,  and  has  one  ehild,  Ha- 

Hr.  Osborn  is  a  director  of  the  Globe  Tarn-Hill, 
Uerehanis'  Uanufiietiirlng  Oompany,  and  a  trustee 
of  tbe  Fall  Biver  Five  Centa  Bavings-Bank.  In  poli- 
tics Whig  and  Bepnblioan.  He  has  been  from  early 
life  a  temperance  worker  in  connection  with  the 
order  of  Sons  of  Temperance.'  He  baa  never  used  to- 
bacco or  liquor.  He  has  been  a  member  of  tbe  dty 
government,  serving  in  both  branches.  He  and  his 
wife  have  been  long  connected  with  the  Second  Bap- 
tist Church  of  this  city  aa  members,  and  Ur.  Osborn 
has  l>een  Atr  several  years  and  ia  now  chairman  of  the 
standing  committee  of  the  socle^.  Ur.  Osborn 
erected  the  pleasant  residraoe  which  la  now  hb  home 
in  1869,  occupying  it  the  same  year.  He  is  a  pleasant, 
^able  man,  and  has  been  truly  the  arebltect  of  his 
own  fortune,  and  enjoys  a  warm  place  In  tbe  regards 
of  many  friends. 


DAMrOBTH  HOETOH. 

Danfortb  Horlon,  son  of  Aaron  and  Belhaney 
(Baker)  Horton  andgrandaon  of  Solomon  Horton,  was 
bom  in  the  town  of  DIghton,  Uaaa.,  Nov.  19, 1812. 
His  grandfather,  Solomon  Horton,  married  Hannah 
Talbot,  a  native  of  Dighton,  and  had  ten  chiMren, 
aeven  sons  and  three  daagbters, — Aaron  Hortmi,  son 
of  Solomon  and  Hannah  (Talbot)  Horton,  was  bom  in 
Dighton,  Mass.,  in  1779  or  1780,  and  diod  Dec.  8, 1854, 
aged  seventy-four  years.  HemarriedBethaney,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Baker,  of  Behoboth,  and  had  five  sons 
and  two  daughters,  vis..  Mason,  deceased;  Dimforlh; 
Hiram ;  Nancy  B,  wife  of  Janris  W.  Eddy ;  JVa- 
Ihvnitl  B. !  Angelina,  wifis  of  Levi  Baker ;  and  Alvah, 
deceased. 

Ur.  Horton  married  for  hie  second  wife  Sally, 
daughter  of  Cromwell  and  Sarah  (Mason)  Burr,  of 
Behoboth.    Danfbrth  Horton  spent  bis  youth  on  his 
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father's  farm,  and  altcnded  the  common  aclioolu  until 
about  the  nge  rif  nineteen,  when  he  begitn  tu  learn 
the  trade  of  a  mason  with  Jamea  Horton,  of  Reho- 
both.  Ha  aubaequently  worked  at  his  trade  in  Provi- 
denize,  Taunton,  and  New  Bedford,  nnd  in  18S3  aet- 
tleil  in  Fall  Itivcr,  where  he  has  ever  since  resided. 

About  one  year  after  his  arrival  in  Fall  Ri»er  he 
formed  a  copartnership  with  Lloytl  S,  Earle,  which 
continued  till  I860.  As  conlrattora  and  builders 
during  that  period  they  did  a  large  aniouut  of  busi- 
neas,  erecting  in  whole  or  in  part  some  of  the  moat 
Hnhstantial  buildings  in  the  city,  including  many  of 
the  business  blocks  and  dwellings.  They  carried  on 
every  kind  of  moBonry,  and  aa  builders  sustained  a 
high  reputation  for  the  substantial  and  solid  charac- 
ter of  their  work. 

In  1868,  Mr.  Horton  was  elected  anrveyor  of  high- 
ways, and  two  years  afterwards  superintendent  of 
streets,  which  latter  position  he  held  till  1878,  and 
for  a  considerable  period  of  the  time  held  the  oiQce 
of  surveyor  of  highways. 

Mr.  Horton  was  superintendent  of  lights  for  ninny 
years,  and  for  some  time  hud  charge  of  the  teams  of 
the  lire  department.  As  superintendent  of  sewers 
he  had  charge  of  ull  those  constructed  prior  to  1878. 

He  is  a  director  in  the  Robeson  Mills,  end  preal- 
dent  of  the  company  since  February,  1882.  He  tias 
also  been  a  director  of  the  Bourne  ftStuflbrd  Mills 
since  the  organization  of  the  companies,  and  was  a 
director  for  some  time  of  the  Merino  and  Tccuniseh 
Mills,  and  of  the  Fall  River  Granite  Company,  He 
is  ut  the  present  time  a.  director  of  the  Pocasset 
National  Bank,  and  a  trustee  and  vice-president  of 
the  Citizens'  Savings- Bank,  of  Fall  River. 

In  his  political  principles  he  was  in  early  life  a 
Democrat,  atliliatlng  with  Uie  Free-Soil  branch  of  the 
party  in  1836  and  subsequently,  so  that  in  1856  It  was 
easy  for  him  to  join  the  Republican  movement,  of 
which  he  has  since  been  a  stanch  advocate,  although 
never  aspiring  to  poliiicul  honors. 

He  and  Mrs.  Horton  have  been  niembera  of  the 
Baptist  Church  since  1640,  nearly  half  a  century. 

He  married  Sarah  H.,  daughter  of  Carlton  and 
Sarah  (Braytou)  Sherman,  of  Fall  River,  Jan.  29,. 
1835.  She  was  born  in  Fall  River  Feb.  18,  1810. 
Her  father,  Carlton  Sherman,  was  a  native  of  Free- 
town, a  son  of  Silas  Sherman,  and  had  four  children,— 
Benjamin  B.,  Zeruiah  A.,  Petsis  P.,  and  Sarah  B. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  cabinet-maker,  and  died,  in  his 
seventy- fourth  year,  July  10,  1849.  His  wife  died 
Jan,  15,  1845,  aged  seventy  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horton's  two  children,  Sarali  and 
Charles,  both  died  young. 

Danforlh  Horton  is  one  of  the  self-made  men  of 
his  time.  Starting  out  a  farmer's  boy,  with  limited 
education,  and  with  no  capital  save  his  own  indomi- 
table energy  and  perseverance,  he  has  made  his  way 
to  a  high  standing  among  the  men  of  character  and 
business  integrity  of  Fall  River. 


I.LOVD  BLADB   HARI.K. 

Lloyd  Slade  Earle,  son  ofBlade  and  Hannah  (nihbs) 
Earle,  was  born  in  Somerset,  Maas.,  l)eu.  II,  1812, 
and  soon  after  settled  iu  the  town  of  Swansea.  Slade 
Earle,  his  father,  was  a  fiirmer  in  that  town,  where  he 
was  born  in  1791.  He  married,  in  1812,  Hannah 
Oibbs,  daughter  of  Robert  Gibbs,  and  had  six  diil- 
dren,  viz.  :  Lloyd  8.,  Oibbs,  George  W.,  SUde  W., 
Hannah  J.  (Mnt.  William  Maxam,  of  Swansea),  and 
John  M.  Slade  F.arle  and  his  wife  were  members  ol 
the  Baptist  Church  in  Reholoth. 

Lloyd  8.  spent  his  youthftil  days  iu  Swansea.  Uis 
advantages  for  an  education  were  such  as  the  comuion 
schools  of  his  day  afforded  to  farmera'  buys  who  had 
to  work  during  the  summer,  as  our  subject  generally 
did,  eitlier  on  bis  father's  farm  or  hired  out  to  some 
neighboring  fanner,  till  the  age  of  seventeen. 

It  was  at  this  age,  in  182'J,  that  he  went  to  New 
Bedford  to  learn  the  mason's  trade.  After  serving  an 
apprenticeship  of  four  years  with  Pierce  &  Whcaton, 
contractors  and  builders,  he  went  tu  t'nil  River  in  the 
summer  of  1834,  and  found  employment  with  Rphruim 
G.  Woodman,  and  the  fall  of  the  same  year  entered 
into  copartnership  with  his  brother-in-law,  Danforth 
Horton,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  contract- 
ing and  building  business.  Mr.  Eerie  did  not,  how- 
ever, at  once  embark  in  business,  but  returned  to 
Swansea,  and  taught  school  during  the  winter  of 
1834-S5  in  his  own  district.  The  two  following  win- 
ters he  taught  in  Dighton.  The  partnership  with  Mr. 
Horton  continued  till  1660,  during  which  time  they 
did  a  largo  business.  After  it  was  dUsolvcd  Mr.  Rarlo 
continued  tu  carry  on  a  heavy  business  of  his  own, 
erecting  some  of  the  finest  milts  and  houses  In  Fall 
River.  He  built  sixteen  mills,  among  which  we  may 
mention  the  Granite  Mills,  American  Print-Works 
[twice,  on  account  of  fire),  Flint  Mills,  American 
Linen  Mill,  Shove  Mills,  Union  Mills  (liret),  Bourne 
Mill,  and  Wuuipanoag  &III1  Nu.  2.  He  hiu  been  « 
very  succCBsful  contmctur  fur  brick  tind  atunu  work, 
and  also  fur  linishing,  plastering,  etc.,  the  Interiors  of 
houses. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Earle  was  first  a  Demoernt,  acting 
with  the  Free-Soil  branch  of  the  parly,  and  line  boeu 
a  Kepubllcan  since  that  orgauiuttion  wiui  formed,  iu 
I8r)0.  lie  has  taken  some  interest  iu  local  all'uin. 
He  served  one  year  as  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  of  Full  River,  and  in  18(i(M>l  he  was  a 
member  of  the  General  Court.  He  has  always  becu  a 
strong  temperance  man,  having  never  used  tobacco  or 
liquors  of  any  kind. 

He  married  Persia  P.,  daughter  of  Carlton  Sher- 
man and  Sarah  Braytou,  in  ISSfS.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Carlton  and  Sarah  (Brayton)  Sherman,  and 
was  born  in  Fall' River,  Jan.  23,  18U8.  She  hud  one 
brother  and  two  sisters,  vIk.,  Itenjamin  li.,  Zerulali 
A.,  and  Sarah  B. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earle  had  one  son,  Andrew  B.,  born 
March  27,  1837.    He  married  Hannah  K  Bonlen, 
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daughter  of  Dmfee  Borden,  of  Fall  Bi?er,  and  had 
three  children, — Lloyd  B.,  died  in  infkncy;  Emma 
P.  and  Ifary  A.,  with  their  mother,  rarriTO.  Andrew 
B.  Earle  was  a  grooer.  He  died  Jan.  18, 1887,  aged 
twenty-nine  years. 

Mr.  and  Mm.  Lloyd  6.  Earle  are  members  of  the 
FInt  Baptist  Ohnrch  in  Fall  River.  He  has  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  Sunday-school  work,  and  has  been  a 
teacher,  more  or  less,  for  nearly  forty  years. 

He  is  a  director  in  the  8ho?e,  Wampanoag,  Robe- 
son, and  Bourne  Mills,  a  trustee  of  the  GiUzens' 
Savings-Bank,  and  member  of  its  board  of  invest- 
ment 

Mr.  Earle  is  actively  connected  with  some  of  the 
leading  enterprises  of  Fall  River,  and  has  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  all  public  improvements,  as  well  as 
in  all  measures  and  Institutions  calculated  to  conserve 
the  moral  and  intellectual  welfare  of  the  community. 

He  is  a  self-made  man,  and  the  architect  of  his  own 
fortune,  having  started  in  life  a  poor  boy,  and  by  his 
own  unaided  exertions  made  his  way  to  the  honorable 
standing  which  he  holds  among  the  substantial  men 
of  the  city.  In  all  his  business  and  social  relations 
he  has  sustained  a  high  reputation  for  honor  and  in- 
tegrity.'   

WILLIAM   MARYBL. 

William  Marvel  was  bom  in  Swansea,  Mass.,  on 
the  21st  day  of  March,  in  the  year  1800.  His  father, 
William  Marvel,  was  a  mason  by  trade,  and  the  Mar- 
vels, Marbles,  or  Marbels,  for  these  are  different  spell- 
ings of  one  family  name,  had  been  generally  mechanics 
since  they  came  to  this  country  from  Wales,  about 
the  year  1650.  Charles  and  Joseph,  brothers,  and 
the  first  of  the  name  in  this  part  of  the  State,  were 
ship-builders,  and  many  of  their  descendants  followed 
the  sfime  profession,  building  vessels  for  Newport, 
New' Bedford,  Warren,  and  neighboring  ports.  Pru- 
dence Mason,  his  mother,  was  descended  from  a  family 
of  Baptist  Puritans,  who  fled  to  this  country  at  the 
time  of  the  Restoration.  Many  of  the  Masons  were 
well-to-do  farmers,  but  several  are  recorded  as  tanners 
and  shoemakers.  Is  it  to  be  wondered*at  that  coming 
from  such  a  stock,  the  child  should  havd  developed  a 
remarkable  love  and  aptitude  for  the  mechanical 
arur 

About  the  year  1805  or  1806  a  small  cotton-mill  was 
started  in  what  was  then  known  as  the  **  Mason  neigh- 
berhood,"  now  Swansea  Factory,  by  those  pioneers  of 
manufacturing  in  this  county,  the  Wheelers — Na- 
thaniel and  Dexter — and  Oliver  Chace.  When  the 
mill  was  put  in  operation,  William  Marvel,  then 
hardly  six  years  old,  was  hired  to  tend  the  "breaker" 
or  carding-machine.  He  remained  here,  employed  in 
different  parts  of  the  mill,  most  of  the  time  until  1812 
or  1818^    His  work  was  occasionally  interrupted  by 


1  For  n  moro  coniplotd  lifstory  of  hli  lincMtora,  see  blofrnpliy  of 
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attendance  at  school  during  the  summer  term,  and  for 
a  month  or  six  weeks  in  winter,  and  by  two  longer 
intervals,  when  he  was  engaged  in  fimning.  In  1818 
he  was  hired  to  clean  and  repair  the  machinery  of 
a  small  mill,  situated  in  what  was  then  a  part  of  Ti- 
verton, now  Globe  village.  At  that  time  there  were 
no  spindles  running  in  Fall  River,  but  In  the  next 
year  the  Troy  Mill  was  built  His  servioes  seem  to 
have  been  demanded  In  all  the  earlier  manufacturing 
enterprises  In  this  city,  for  In  1814  he  was  employed 
in  the  Troy  Mill,  the  next  year  as  overseer  in  a  small 
mill  owned  by  Dexter  Wheeler,  and  later  hired  by 
Bei^amln  £.  Bennett^  carding  rolls  for  hand-spin- 
ning. He  was  constantly  occupied  in  the  mills  either 
In  Fall  River  or  Swansea  until  1819,  when  a  long, 
severe  illness  prostrated  him.  Befbre  he  regained 
sufficient  strength  to  endure  the  confinement  and 
hard  work  of  a*  ftctory,  he  learned  the  shoemakers' 
trade,  and  was  occupied  one  season  seining  herring 
and  shad  at  Dighton. 

In  1821  he  retnmed  to  Fall  ^ver,  and  was  overseer 
in  the  old  Troy  Mill  until  it  was  destroyed  by  fire  in 
October  of  that  year,  and  afterwards  Ibnnd  work  in 
the  machine-shops  of  Oliver  Ghace,  and  Harris, 
Hawes^Go. 

Mr.  Marvel  was  married  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1827,  to  Lydia  Oifibrd,  daughter  of  Daniel  Oifford, 
of  this  city.  They  had  three  children,— one  son,  died 
in  infancy,  and  a  daughter,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
or  nineteen,  and  a  daughter,  Ann  £.,  married.  May 
14, 1855,  William  W.  Stewart,  son  of  Anthony  Slew- 
art»  of  Newport,  R.  L  In  1824  the  firm  of  Harris, 
Hawes&Go.  was  dissolvedy  but  Oliver  Hawes  con- 
tinued the  business,  hiring  William  Marvel  to  build 
spinning-frames,  and  in  1825  the  two  fi>mled  a  co- 
partnership. Th^  not  only  built  machines,  but 
owned  and  ran  a  small  mill,  making  satinet  wraps' 
for  J.  A  J.  Eddy.  Finding  their  business  increased 
beyond  their  fiidlities,  in  1841  they  hired  a  new  shop 
of  the  Iron-Works  Gompany,  and  at  the  same  time 
took  William  G.  Davol  into  partnership.  Mr.  Davol 
about  this  time  obtained  a  patent  on «  speeder,  and 
soon  after  introduced  the  "Slia^  Sl  Roberts'  Self- 
Acting  Mule,"  the  first  in  this  country.  The  posses- 
sion of  these  two  patents  brought  a  great  amount  of 
business  to  the  firm,  and  for  nearly  forty  yesrs  Marvel 
Sl  Davol  (Mr.  Hawes  withdrew  in  1857)  were  em- 
ployed in  building  machinery  for  every  department 
of  cotton-manufactory,  besides  looms  for  weaving 
linen-damask.  Their  machines  were  in  demand 
through  the  whole  country  from  Biddeford  and  the 
many  factory-towns  of  Maine  through  all  the  New 
England  States,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  as  far 
south  as  Baltimore.  They  supplied  all  the  spinning- 
machinery  for  the  great  Pacific  Mills  at  Lawrence, 
and  until  within  a  few  years  no  mill  has  been  built 
in  Fall  River  without  their  help  in  some  of  its  equip- 
ments. Mr.  Marvel  withdrew  from  active  participa- 
tion in  the  business  about  1865,  but  it  was  not  until 
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the  worka  were  dentrnyed  by  fire,  April  14,  1876,  that 
lie  linftlly  severed  liia  coLiiiection  witli  the  firm,  wliioU 
three  yeurdlaleraold  out  lo  the  Iron- Works  Cum  puny. 
Many  positions  of  trust,  requiring  busineu  ability 
and  sound  judgment,  have  been  oflbred  ta  Mr.  Marvel 
at  various  times,  but,  naturally  retiring  and  reliictHiit 
to  Accept  responsibility,  they  were  generally  refused. 
He  was  fur  a  short  time  director  in  the  Metacomet 
Bank.  In  hii4  earlier  days  be  held  numeruus  public 
offices,  waa  chairman  of  tlie  school  committee,  and  sev- 
eral times  elecieil  firewiird,  holding  a  posilimi  aimilar 
to  tlist  of  our  chief  engineers.  In  connection  with 
Thomas  Durfee,  he  made  the  first  liook-and- Udder 
apparatus  used  in  this  city.  He  was  for  many  years 
inspector  of  steamboats  for  Pall  Eiver,  New  Uedford, 
end  Newport  In  politics  lie  has  always  voted  the  old 
Whig  or  Bepublican  tictet,  and  in  the  «nr  of  1812 
joined  a  volunteer  company,  but  was  never  called  into 

Such  is  a  brief  outline  of  the  busy  life  of  an  ener- 
getic, per^vering  man.  Full  River  is  justly  proud  of 
her  rapid  growth  and  supremacy  in  manufactures,  and 
that  supremacy  is  due  to  the  labora  of  just  such 
earnest,  skillful,  keen-sighted,  bard-wurlciog  men.  It 
ia  the  opinion  of  one  of  our  oldest  and  moat  ttuvcess- 
fui  business  men,  whoso  portrait  also  appears  in  this 
book,  that  the  name  of  William  Marvel  is  more 
closely  identilied  with  the  progress  of  manufactures 
in  this  city  than  timt  of  any  other  man. 

The  story  of  his  life  is  a  history  of  every  advance 
and  improvement  In  cotton  manufacturing  for  more 
than  lifty  years,  during  which  he  was  employed  in 
huilding  machinery.  Eminently  practical,  he  knew 
the  whole  business,  from  the  earliest  and  simplest 
processes  to  the  action  of  every  steel  nerve  and  iron 
muscle  in  the  elaborate  and  complicated  machines  of 
the  present  day.  His  success  iu  his  chosen  profession 
was  due  not  only  to  his  industry,  ambition,  and  care- 
ful attention  to  the  details  of  business,  but  to  an  un- 
usual talent  for  mathematics.  Taught  by  himself, 
he  mastered  the  deep  principles  of  that  science,  and 
spent  many  liours_ solving  the  knotty  problems  in- 
volved iti  calculating  the  intricate  movenienta  of  dif- 
ferent machines.  As  far  as  can  bo  ascertained,  he 
is  the  oldest  cotton-spin ner  now  living  iu  Bristol 
County.  Mr.  Marvel  is  what  is  called  a  "self-made 
man."  With  fur  less  than  the  ailvautages  that  every 
child  now  enjoys,  and  obliged  to  assist  in  the  sup- 
port of  his  father's  family  at  an  age  when  many  are 
scarcely  out  of  the  nursery,  he  has  by  his  own  un- 
aided eflbrta  acquired  an  enviable  position  in  the 
community,  and  now  at  eighty-three,  still  halo  and 
vigorous,  is  enjoying  his  richly-deserved  rest,  re- 
spected by  all  for  his  clear  judgment,  unbending  in- 
tegrity, and  upright,  useful  life. 


SAMUEL   HAHTIK    LUTHKH. 

Samuel  Martin  Luther,  sou  of  Samuel  and  Abigail 
Luther,  was  born  iu  the  town  of  Swansea,  Mass.,  Nov. 
15,  ISOd.  His  grandfather,  Frederick  Luther,  whh  a 
native  of  Warren,  R.  I.,  where  he  lived  and  diol  at  a 
ripe  old  ago.  He  was  u  farmer  by  occupation  and 
had  childreu,  ono  of  whom  was  Samuel,  who  was 
born  in  Warren  and  settled  in  Swansea,  where  he 
followed  the  occupations  of  farmer  and  carpenter. 
He  died  in  Fall  River  in  the  fall  of  1843,  and  hia 
wife  Abigail  died  in  1858  or  1859.  Their  children 
were:  (1)  Rebecca,  married  James  Bowqu;  (2)  Polly, 
married  Willard  Barney ;  {'J)  A bby,  married  James 
Richards;  (4)  Daniel  It.,  followed  the  seas;  (6)  Pris- 
cilla,  married  John  Bushee;  (U)  Samuel  M. ;  and 
(7)  Nancy,  married  John  Ihikcr, 

Samuel  M.  Lulber  had  very  limited  advantages  for 
an  education.  He  attended  the  district  school  some 
three  months  every  winter  (when  not  utheiwiso  en- 
gaged) until  he  was  about  seven  leu  u  years  of  uge.  He 
remained  at  hiimc,  working  uii  Uiu  Jurui,  till  the 
spring  of  18126,  wliun  he  came  lo  Fall  Uivur  and  com- 
menced as  an  apprentice  at  the  mason's  tnidu  with 
John  Fhinney,  one  of  the  early  contraclors  and  build- 
ers of  Full  River.  After  serving  his  apprentit.-eship 
of  three  years,  be  continued  lo  work  for  Mr.  Phinncy 
as  a  journeyman  till  1831,  when  lie  begau  business 
for  himself  as  a  contractor  and  builder.  The  Hrst 
work  ho  did  after  starting  for  himself  worthy  of  men- 
tion was  the  building  of  the  atone  church  (Congrega- 
tional) situated  on  North  Main  Street,  Fall  River. 
Since  lliat  time  ho  has  hail  a  hand,  in  whole  or  in 
part,  in  the  construction  of  many  of  the  most  sub- 
stantial dwelling-houses  and  mills  in  this  city. 

As  a  contractor  and  builder,  Mr.  Luther  has  been 
one  of  the  most  successful  in  Fall  River.  lieing  a 
practical  workman  himself,  he  has  given  his  ponoual 
attention  to  all  his  more  imi>ortant  job«,  and  was 
ever  careful  to  see  ihut  those  whom  he  employed  did 
their  work  well.  Ho  required  no  more  of  others  thnu 
he  was  willing  to  do  himsiilf.  He  has  been  u  director 
in  various  corporations  in  Full  River,  and  is  at  the 
present  writing  director  in  Robeson  Mill. 

Politically,  he  is  u  Itepuhlicun.  llu  has  been  twice 
married,  first  to  Abby  M.  Bosworth,  of  Warren,  R.  J. 
Cf  this  union  Ihrue  uhildren  were  born,  all  of  whom 
died  young.  Mrs.  Abby  M.  (Ilosworth)  Luther  was 
born  Feb.  21,  ISOll,  and  died  July  11,  1854.  Hr. 
Luther  married  for  his  second  wife  Harriet,  daughter 
of  William  and  Susanna  (Spencer)  Baleman,  Nov. 
18,  1857.  She  was  born  July  8,  1817,  in  Newport, 
R.  1.  They  have  one  son,  Charles  B.,  born  Nov.  15, 
161)0,  in  Fall  River.  He  prepared  for  college  at  the 
Uigh  School  in  this  city,  and  graduated  from  ilruwn 
University  in  the  class  of  1883. 

Mr.  Lutber  commenced  life  a  poor  boy,  but  by  his 
indomitable  energy,  keen  perceptions,  gutid  seuse, 
sound  judgment,  coupled  with  huiiusty  and  euoiiuuiy, 
he  has  accumulated  a  oompetency  for  old  ago. 
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He  detette  anything  that  saTon  of  ahamsy  but 
honora  all  well-directed  M>rt$  which  have  for  their 
olject  the  good  of  eodety  and  the  eloTation  of  man- 
kind. 

JOHN  PALMER  BLADE. 

John  Palmer  Blade,  son  of  John  and  liary  Blade, 
was  bom  in  Somerset,  Bristol  Co.,  Mass.,  Not.  18, 
1884.  He  is  of  Welsh  descent,  and  traces  his  lineage 
hack  to  Edward  Blade,  who  was  bom  in  Wales  and 
came  to  Newport,  R.  I.,  among  the  early  settlers  of 
that  colony.  William,  the  son  of  Edward,  was  the 
(bunder  of  the  family  at  Blade's  Ferry,  in  Somerset, 
and  settled  there  in  1680.  The  line  of  descent  is  as 
follows:  On  the  paternal  side,  Edward^  William',  Ed- 
ward*, Edward^  Baker*,  John*,  John\  and  John  P.*; 
on  the  maternal  side,  EdwardS  William*,  Edward*, 
Edward*,  Baker*,  Edward*,  Mary  Blade*,  John  P.* 

His  grandfather,  John  Blade,  on  his  father's  side, 
and  Edward,  on  his  mother's  side,  who  were  brothers, 
lived  in  Swansea  and  Somerset,  and  were  respectable 
liirmers.  John  Blade  married  Phoebe  Pierce,  of  Som- 
erset, and  had  sons,  Pierce,  John,  and  Edmund. 
Dying  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  his  widow  married 
Wing  Eddy,  by  whom  she  had  several  children,  and 
died  at  an  advanced  age. 

John  Blade,  son  of  John,  was  bora  in  Swansea,  and 
married  Mary,  daughter  of  Edward  Blade,  of  Somer- 
set They  had  children,— Winslow  (lost  at  sea),  John 
P.,  Edward  and  Mary  (twins,  died  in  infiincy).  The 
fiither  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- seven,  and  the  mother 
at  thirty-nine. 

John  P.'Slade,  the  subject  of  our  sketch,  was  de- 
prived of  his  father  at  the  early  age  of  four  years,  and 
of  his  mother  at  fourteen.  Being  without  a  home,  he 
went  to  live  with  Capt  Robert  Qibbs,  a  farmer  of  Som- 
enet,  Msss.  He  continued  there  until  about  the  age 
of  eighteen,  when  a  desire  for  higher  knowledge  than 
he  had  been  able  to  obtain  in  early  boyhood  at  the 
common  schools  induced  him  to  spend  some  six 
months  at  Myers  Academy,  in  Warren,  R.  I. 

In  the  fall  of  1841  he  came  to  Fall  River,  Mass.,  as 
a  clerk  for  Hale  Remington,  who  was  then  engaged 
in  the  grocery  and  drug  business.  He  remained  in 
this  capacity  about  eight  months,  when  he  accepted 
a  clerkship  with  his  cousin,  F.  P.  Cummings,  a  fsotton 
dealer  and  general  merchant,  located  at  Georgetown, 
S.  G.  At  the  end  of  the  following  eight  months  he 
entered  into  copartnership  with  Mr.  Cummingn, 
under  the  name  and  style  of  Cummings  &  Blade, 
and  after  some  two  years  he  purchased  his  part- 
ner's interest,  settled  up  the  business,  and  came  to 
Fall  River  in  the  spring  of  1848.  For  the  next 
seven  years  he  served  as  clerk  and  conductor  for 
the  Fall  River  Railroad  Company,  which  was  after- 
wards changed  into  the  Old  Colony. 

In  1856  he  entered  the  office  of  Hale  Remington,  a 
general  commission  merchant,  as  clerk  and  salesman, 
and  continued  in  his  employ  three  years. 


In  January,  1868,  he  formed  a  oopartnenhip  with 
A.  B.  Maoy  (firm  of  Blade,  Macy  &  Oo.)  in  wholesale 
commission  and  insurance  business  at  Fall  River.  At 
the  close  of  the  first  year  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solved, and  Mr.  Blade  continued  the  business  alone 
until  January,  1879,  when  he  associated  irith  himself 
his  eldest  son,  Leonard  N.  Blade  (firm  of  John  P. 
Blade  St  Son,  engaged  in  the  general  commission  and 
insurance  business). 

Mr.  Blade  b«gan  .life  as  a  poor  boy,  dependent  upon 
his  own  unaided  exertions  for  success  in  whatever 
branch  of  industry  he  might  choose  to  pursue.  He 
is  in  every  respect  a  self-made  man,  and  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortune. 

At  the  formation  of  the  Granite  Mills  corporation 
in  1868  he  was  one  of  the  original  subieriberB,  and 
that  corporation  was  oiganiied  in  his  oiBce,  and  he 
was  elected  a  director  in  1878*  Ai  the  organisation 
of  the  Davol  Mills  in  1887  he  was  made  a  director. 
In  1872,  at  organisation  of  Shove  Milk,  was  made 
treasurer  and  director,  and  at  the  death  of  its  presi- 
dent, Charles  O.  Shove,  in  1875,  was  elected  president, 
and  served  until  1880.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the 
Weetamoe  Mills,  and  president  of  Laurel  Lake  Mills. 

Oct  25,  1856,  soon  after  the  organisation  of  the 
Fall  River  Five  Gents  Bavings-Bank,  was  elected  its 
secretary,  and  still  remains  in  that  position.  Has 
been  a  director  of  the  Fall  River  National  Bank  since 
January,  1865. 

Mr.  Blade  has  been  married  three  times, — first  to 
Sarah  L.  Lewin,  daughter  of  MarUn  and  Mary  Lewin, 
of  Somerset,  Mass.  She  died  of  typhoid  fever  soon 
after  marriage.  Second,  to  Ruth  Ann  Gardner,  daugh- 
ter of  Preserved  S.  and  Ann  Maria  Gardner,  of  Swan- 
sea, Mass.,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  Leonard  N. 
and  Abbott  £.  Slade,  both  living;  the  latter  is  now 
treasurer  of  Laurel  Lake  Mills.  Third,  to  Lois  A. 
Bnffinton,  daughter  of  Moses  and  Ruth  B.  Buffinton, 
of  Swansea,  Mass.  They  have  had  four  children, 
vis.,  Mary  £.,  Benjamin  (deceased),  John  Milton  (de- 
ceased), and  Louis  Palmw. 

Mr.  Blade  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  been' 
a  member  of  the  Roard  of  Aldermen  and  of  the  City 
Council  of  Fall  River. 


BBNJAMIN  OOVSL. 

Benjamin  Covel,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Polly 
(Newell)  Covel,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Berkley, 
Mass.,  March  2,  1818.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Killingley,  Conn.,  and  was  a  farmer  and  ship-car- 
penter by  occupation.  He  was  twice  married, — first 
to  Polly  Newell,  and  had  children,  Samuel  and  Ben- 
jamin; second,  to  Susan  Tinkham.  He  settled  in 
Berkley  previous  to  his  first  marriage,  and  continued 
to  reside  there  until  his  death,  March  16, 1848,  aged 
sixty-four  years. 

Benjamin  Covel,  the  immediate  subject  of  our 
sketch,  received   a  common-school  education.    He 
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l-emained  &t  liome,  wnrb'ing  upon  his  father'i  farm, 
until  lie  WOH  eighteen  yeara  of  age,  when  he  went  to 
Fall  River,  and  commenced  aa  an  apprentice  nt  the 
carpenter  nnd  joiner  trade  with  Melvill  Borden,  a 
contractor  and  builder  in  wood.  Ho  remained  with 
him  about  n  year  and  a  half,  when  he  went  and  fin- 
ished hia  apprenticeship  with  the  firm  of  Pierce, 
Mason  &  Co.,  and  continued  in  their  employ  till  the 
summer  of  1S42.  In  September  of  tlial  year  ho  went 
to  JJoalon  as  a  boas- carpenter  to  work  for  Samuel 
Sanford.  Mr.  Covel  had  the  general  oversight  of  all 
the  repairing  and  erection  of  new  tenement- houses 
put  up  by  Mr.  Sanford.  In  November  of  the  same 
year  he  returned  to  hiH  native  town  (Berkley),  and 
remained  there  the  winter  following,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1843  weut  to  Fall  River,  and  in  company 
with  James  Smith  built  the  Pearl  Street  Oliurdi, 
Rictiardson  IIotiBe,  Wilbur  Flouse,  and  many  more. 
Mr.  Covel  has  been  constantly  employed  for  the  past 
forty  years  as  a  contractor  and  builder  in  wood,  not 
alone  in  Fall  River,  bnt  in  Boston,  Newport,  It.  I., 
and  elsewhere.  Among  the  Rneat  buildings  erected 
by  him  in  Fall  River  wo  may  mention  the  Troy 
Buildings,  the  Durfee  Block,  the  residence  of  William 
C.  Davol,  Jr.,  A.  S.  Covel,  and  many  others.  At  the 
time  of  the  extension  of  the  Old  Colony  Railroad 
from  Fall  River  Ui  Newport,  he  built  all  the  bridges 
and  depots  on  the  line.  At  the  present  writing  (1633) 
he  is  putting  up  a  large  freight-house  in  Boston  for 
the  Old  Colony  Company,  which  is  siity  by  throe 
hundred  and  eighty  feet.  He  has  been  president  and 
director  of  the  Crescent  Millx  sitiue  its  orgai ligation, 
and  vice-president  and  trnstee  of  the  Union  Suvinga- 
Dank. 

Politically  he  h  a  Republican.  Ue  lins  held  vari- 
ous ofiicea  of  trust  and  bonor  in  his  adopted  city,  and 
has  been  a  delegate  to  County  and  State  Conventions. 
On  the  14tli  of  December,  1841,  he  married  Angeline, 
daughter  of  Halsey  and  Mercy  (Allen)  Baker,  of 
Dartmouth,  Mass.  She  was  born  Jan.  3,  1621,  in 
Dartmouth.  Tliey  have  four  children,— (1)  Alphonso 
S.,  treasurer  of  Creaccnt  Mills;  (2)  Benjamin  F.,  u 
machinist;  (3)  Thomas  D.,  a  merchant  under  the 
firm-name  of  Sanford  &  Covel ;  (4)  In;i  F.,  who  died 
at  two  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Covel  commenced  life  a  poor  boy,  but  by  his 
characteristic  energy,  indorailable  will,  quick  per- 
iieplion,  and  resolute  character  he  has  aiirmuujited 
alt  obstacles,'  and  in  now  (1863)  io  good  circum- 
stances, and  ia  surrounded  witit  all  the  comforts  of  a. 
happy  home. 


JAMES    IIBNRY. 

'  Fall  River  owes  an  imperishable  debt  to  such  men 

as  James  Henry,  who,  with  well-stored  miuds  of  prac- 
tical knowledge,  have  given  large  and  comprehensive 
sbilities,  sterling  integrity,  and  wise  and  sagacious 
industry  Io  llie  development  of  those  manufacturing 


interests  that  are  the  source  of  her  wealth  and  pros- 
perity. Justice  to  the  men  who  have  spent  long  lives 
in  her  service  demands  that  they  be  worthily  men- 
tioned in  her  history,  and  we  give  an  outliiio  of  tliB 
business  career  of  one  of  its  most  prominent  and  use- 
ful rejiresentatives  when  we  write  of  James  Henry. 
He  was  born  Aug.  5,  1605,  in  Clitherou,  England. 
Olitberoe  is  a  busy  cotton-manufacturing  town  un  Lha 
Kibble,  in  the  greatest  cotton-manufacturing  district 
of  the  world,  Lancashire. 

Robert  Henry,  his  father,  was  an  overseer  of  calico- 
printing  in  the  employ  of  Jameti  Thompson,  who 
owned  and  managed  the  Primrose  Print- Worka. 
James  Thompson  was  a  famous  manufuclurer,  kouwn 
for  his  enterprise  and  liberality  throughout  Europe. 
Ho  selected  the  be«t  talent  to  instruct  his  apprentices,  i 
employing  several  scientific  men  and  French  chemists 
aa  practical  teachers.  The  system  of  seven  years'  ap- 
prenticeship was,  in  hia  establishment,  the  best  possi- 
ble educator.  Of  its  immense  advantages  in  (he  way 
of  securing  the  most  tliurough  kunwiedge  and  highest 
skill  in  tbe  learner  no  one  can  doubt.  Miles  Brace- 
well,  father  of  John  llraccwcU,  for  many  years  hiul 
charge  of  the  "color  department,"  nnd  his  sou  wns  . 
apprenticed  in  the  establishment,  and  both  Juhii 
Itraccwell  and  James  Henry  are  living  urguuieuls  of  , 
the  excellence  of  the  apprentice  system  iia  exiatiug  in 
Clltberoc. 

Robert  Henry  married  Surah  Ireland,  and  had  six  ' 
children,— Mary,  James,  Nannie,  Catharino,  Williai 
and  &fargaret.     They  all  grew  uji,  had  liuuilies,  nild 
only  Junics  and   Catharine  iiro   living.     Jamui  Wtis    ' 
but  eight  years  old  when  his  father  died,  and  his 
mother  was  lefl  to  struggle  nitli  poverty  in  bringing    | 
up  her  family.    She  was,  however,  a  woman  of  rare 
strength  of  character,  deep  UhrisUoii  lervnr,  and  re- 
markable iuduslry.     Her  courage  mid  skill  kept  Ilia    ' 
family  together,  nnd  her  uprightness  and  womanly 
virtues  made  her  a  model  mother,  whi»e  instructions    \ 
bore  good  fruit  in  succeeding  years. 

The  must  of  the  education  received  by  James 
youth  was  actjuired  at  Sunday-school,  which  he  rcgu-    ' 
larly  attended.    At  a  vrry  early  ago,  soon  after  his 
father's  dciiiU.  lie  commenced  labor  in   tliu  print-  - 
works  as  a  "  tier  boy."     He  continued  in  this  service   , 
unltl  ho  wuB  about  eleven,  when  ho  was  employed  fur  J 
a  short  period  in  the  dopartmont  of  niachino  print-  I 
ing,  ami  then  was  upprentictid  to  learn  "  block  print- 
iug."    ilo  began  at  the  luwrat  round  in  the  ladder 
of  bis  advancement,  and  was  long  and  rigidly  liehl 
at  each  until  he  could  safely  mount  the  higher  one. 
Seven  years  were  thus  passed  in  the   ncijuisilion  of 
knowledge  which  aRerwards  made  him  so  important 
a  factor  in  the  rise  and    fortunes  of  the  American 
Print-Worka  and  Globe  Print- Works.     After  bis  ap- 
prenticeship he  worked  for  two  years  longer,  when 
the  subtile  and  irresistible  influence  of  America  drew 
him  to  her  shores.     He  arrived   in   Boston  Aug.  IS, 
1S2<),  in  the  ship  "  Ilellesponl,"  Pratt,  moater. 
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After  a  short  visit  to  friends  in  Taunton,  be  went 
to  Springvale,  Me.,  where  a  number  from  his  native 
town  were  engaged  in  color-printing,  and  engaged  as 
color-maker.  Staying  there  something  more  than  a 
year,  he  went  to  Lowell,  Mass.,  to  work  as  a  color- 
printer.  Becoming  ill,  however,  he  went  to  Dover, 
N.  H.,  for  medical  treatment,  and  stayed  tliree 
months.  Regaining  his  health  shortly  after  his  re- 
turn to  Lowell  in  1832,  he  was  solicited  to  come  to 
the  infant  town  of  Fall  River,  Mass.,  and  take  charge 
of  the  color  department  of  the  "  Globe  Print- Works." 
He  accepted  the  position,  and  rapidly  won  a  reputa- 
tion for  ability,  energy,  and  skill.  From  that  time 
to  the  present,  over  fifty  years,  Mr.  Henry  has  been 
identified  with  the  growth  and  development  of  this 
city.  He  remained  at  the  "Globe"  as  color-maker 
for  two  years,  when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
"American  Print- Works,"  then  just  organized,  as 
head  color- maker.  This  was  under  the  administra- 
tion of  Holder  Borden,  who  had  the  tact  of  securing 
the  best  talent  in  every  department.  In  1837  he  be- 
came manager  of  the  American  Print- Works,  Jef- 
ferson Borden  becoming  agent,  on  the  death  of  Holder 
Borden.  Mr.  Henry  had  as  his  assistant  his  brother, 
William  Henry,  who  remained  with  him  in  that  ca- 
pacity until  his  death  in  1856.  Mr.  Henry  about 
1850  was  called  to  be  superintendent  of  the  Globe 
Mills  also,  and  continued  to  ably  direct  the  fortunes 
of  the  corporations  under  his  superintendence.  By 
his  tireless  perseverance,  bis  quickness  of  insight,  and 
his  perfect  command  and  knowledge  of  the  minute 
details  of  every  branch  of  his  work  he  kept  the  repu- 
tation of  the  goods  at  the  very  head  of  their  class, 
and  did  much  toward  establishing  the  permanent 
pros]>erity  and  reputation  of  these  mills.  He  con- 
tinued in  these  responsible  labors  until  apprised  by 
failing  health  of  the  necessity  of  throwing  the  ardu- 
ous duties  U|>on  younger  men,  when,  in  1873,  he  re- 
signed both  positions,  with  the  satisfaction  of  know- 
ing that  his  son  Robert  was  to  succeed  him  in  both. 

Mr.  Henry  has  built  up  a  handsome  ]>roperty  by 
his  unwearied  and  faithful  services  and  investments 
in  manufacturing  corporations.  He  has  made  every 
dollar  he  owns  in  the  interests  to  which  his  life  has 
been  devoted,  and  is  now  stockholder  in  various  cor- 
porations, both  in  Fall  River  and  elsewhere.  He  has 
been  president  and  director  of  the  Merchants*  Mill 
since  its  organization.  He  was  a  director  of  the  King 
Philip  nnd  Chase  Mills  also  until  compelled  to  re- 
sign by  failing  health. 

Though  born  and  educated  in  England,  he  became 
an  American  from  the  very  day  his  feet  touched 
American  soil.  His  pride  and  hopes  for  this  country 
are  as  intense  as  any  native  son's.  His  love  for  Fall 
River  is  ns  tender  and  steadfast  as  though  its  air  was 
the  first  he  breathed,  and  during  his  residence  here 
he  has  endeared  himself  to  all  classes  of  people  by 
liis  liberality  and  his  keen  personal  interest  in  what- 
ever aflected  the  welfare  of  the  city  or  the  condition  • 


of  its  inhabitants.  He  has  been  Republican  in  po- 
litical sentiment,  and  was  elected  alderman  in  the 
first  city  election  of  Fall  River.  He  has  held  that 
office  eight  years.  He  was  quick  to  suggest  and 
ready  to  assist  any  movement  helpful  to  the  material 
or  moral  advancement  of  the  city. 

He  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
the  prime  of  life,  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  James 
D.  Butler,  and  has  been  an  ardent  supporter  of  its 
institutions  and  every  good  cause  in  the  community. 
He  has  long  served  as  Sunday-school  teacher,  class- 
leader,  and  steward,  discharging  those  duties  as 
pleasant  labors  of  love. 

For  over  half  a  century,  from  the  activities  of 
early  manhood  to  the  well-developed  years  of  old 
age,  Mr.  Henry  has  borne  himself  a  gentleman,  kind- 
hearted  and  liberal,  and  has  ever  stood  high  in  the 
esteem  of  the  better  element  of  society. 


HON.  JOHN  B.  HATHAWAY. 

In  looking  over  the  past  history  of  Fall  River,  we 
find  some  men  now  living  who  were  in  business  over 
half  a  century  ago,  and  have  retired  and  are  enjoying 
the  fruits  of  their  labor  at  a  good  old  age.  Of  those 
now  living  who  toiled  in  the  past  and  worked  their 
way  up  from  small  beginnings  to  ample  fortunes  by 
their  persevering  industry  and  close  application  we 
now  mention  Hon.  John  B.  Hathaway.  He  was  son 
of  John  and  Amy  (Read)  Hathaway,  and  was  born 
in  Rochester,  Mass.,  June  28,  1809.  His  parents 
moved  to  Assonet  (Freetown)  when  he  was  but  six 
years  old,  and  from  that  time  he  has  been  identified 
with  Bristol  County.  When  he  was  eleven,  his 
mother,  then  a  widow,  indentured  him  to  a  fanner  in 
Berkley  to  serve  five  years.  This  service  accompl  ished 
lie  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade,  and  worked  two 
years  in  Assonet.  He  was  then  requested  to  remove 
to  Fall  River  by  Gardner  D.  Cook,  of  that  city,  into 
whose  employ  he  went  for  six  months,  receiving  twelve 
dollars  per  month  and  board.  Thus  in  a  very  modest 
way  was  his  successful  career  commenced.   . 

In  the  spring  of  1828  he  went  to  work  for  Andrew 
Robeson  at  calico-printing,  where  he  remained  until 
1831,  when  he  had  to  leave  on  account  of  ill  health. 
He  then  hired  a  shoe-shop  of  Nathaniel  B.  Borden, 
located  about  where  Trafton  &  Anthony's  hardware- 
store  now  is  in  Borden  Block.  It  was  about  fifteen 
by  twenty  feet,  formerly  used  as  a  tailor-shop  on  the 
corner.  It  was  moved  three  times  to  make  room  for 
other  buildings,  the  first  time  for  the  French's  build- 
ing, corner  of  South  Main  and  Pleasant  Streets ;  the 
second  to  make  room  for  Edward  Smith  to  put  up  a 
boarding-house,  and  the  third  for  Westgato  &  Craigin 
to  put  up  a  building. 

In  1834  ho  went  into  Smith's  building,  and  took 
his  brother,  Joseph  R.  Hathaway,  into  partnership, 
and  added  to  the  boot  and  shoe  business  groceries. 
Tlicy  remained  in  company  until  1841,  when  ho  was 
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taken  sick,  and  sold  uut  to  his  brother  Joseph.  Id 
about  a  year  aflerwarda  lie  storied  tlie  wholesale  gro- 
cery business  in  llie  bssemeni  of  the  old  hotel  build- 
ing, corner  North  Main  and  BedTord  Streets,  where 
he  was  burnt  out  in  1643.  Unfortuoately  he  wils  not 
insured,  and  lost  every  dollar  he  had  in  his  business. 
He  then  put  up  the  Drat  building  erecl«d  in  the  place 
after  the  fire.  It  was  on  Bedford  Street,  where  David 
Wilcoi  is  now  located,  and  continued  the  same  busi- 
ness until  1854,  when  he  built  on  the  corner  of  Bed- 
ford and  Second  Streets,  wliere  he  removed  and  con- 
tinued until  he  sold  out  to  Petty,  Lawton  &  Co.  in 
1864. 

He  married  Sept.  11,  1832,  Mrs.  Betsey  P.  Gray, 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Amy  (Tripp)  I'hillips,  of 
Westport,  where  she  wati  born.    They  have  no  chil- 
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i  disasters  Mr.  Hathaway  was 
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He  ia  now  a  director  in  Mechanics'  Manu- 
facturing Company,  Fall  River,  In  politics  he  ia 
Jtepublican.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Lower  House  of 
the  State  Jjcgislature  in  186l)-67,  and  of  the  Senate 
in  1869-70,  serving  hia  conatiluenla  with  accepta- 
bility. 

He  owna  a  pleasant  home  on  the  corner  of  Rock 
and  Cherry  Streets,  aha  real  estate  in  various  parta 
of  the  city,  besides  a  farm  near  Weatport  Point,  which 
he  haa  transformed  from  a  rocky  and  almost  barren 
place  to  a  beautiful  summer  residence.  The  past  ten 
yeara  ho  has  passed  his  winters  in  Florida.  Ue  keeps 
bis  eyes  open,  and  ban  a  good  idea  of  what  is  going 
on  around  him.  He  is  a  genial  companion,  Ibnd  of  a 
good  juke,  and  has  a  keen  appreciatiOD  of  humor,  and 
enjoys  the  esteem  of  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


BENJAMIN  EARL. 

The  wise  man  said,  many  years  ago,  that  "  a  good 
name  ia  rather  to  be  chosen  than  great  riches,"  One 
of  those  who  haa  been  accorded  this  "good  name" 
— not  by  seeking  for  il,  but  by  the  oft-expressed  judg- 
ment of  his  fci tow-citizens,  based  upon  an  upright 
and  correct  life  through  a  long  seriea  of  years,  and 
in  many  public  and  private  capacities — is  the  subject 
of  this  sketch. 

Benjamin  Earl  has  been  a  resident  of  Fall  River 
for  nearly  siity  yeara,  coming  to  the  then  rapidly 
growing  village  in  J8S6,  He  was  born  at  Taunton, 
Mass,,  Aug.  7,  1S09,  and  waa  the  third  child  of  Bil- 
liard and  Mory  Waro  Earl,  His  ancestors  have 
always  lived  in  this  auction  of  the  State  and  Eastern 
Rhode  Island,  He  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Ralph 
Earle,  who  came  to  this  country  from  Iho  town  of 
Exeter  (probably),  in  England,  between  the  years 
1633  and  1638,  and  settled  at  Portsmouth,  on  the 


island  of  Rhode  Island.     We  find  his  name,  with    \ 
nineteen  others,  appended  to  a  petition  to  the  king, 
dated   April   30,   1S38,   craving   permission    to   form 
themselves  into  a  body  politic  in  that  town.  Willia 
Earle,  the  son  of  this  Ralph,  was  alio  of  prominence  i 
in  the  towo,  and  with  one  other  erected  and  malu- 
Uined  the  windmill  (1668-SSj  on  Windmill  Hill,  i 
called,  and  for  this  valuable  service  to  the  town  1 
was  given  two  tracts  of  land  in  the  immediate  vicii 
ity.     He  also  waa  owner  of  half  a  share  of  the  thirty  J 
shares  into  whidi  the  land  adjoining  the  "  Que<iue-    ] 
chan"  or  "  Fall"  River  (at  Fall  River,  Mass.)  wa« 
divided,  and  his  farm  covered  what  is  now  one  of  the 
most  populous  and  valuable  districts  of  the  city  of   I 
Fall  River.    His  well,  which  was  long  distinguishe 
OS  a  most  excellent  one,  and  was  freely  resorted  to  by 
the  people  of  fifty  years  ago,  was  uncovered  recently   I 
when  putting  in  the  curbing  in  front  of  the  easterly 
buttress  of  the  new  post-oRIco  building. 

The  descendants  of  these  two  men  lived  at  Dart-  ' 
month  and  in  New  Balford,  Mass.  From  thenua  | 
Hilliard  Earl,  the  father  of  Benjamin,  went  to  Tau 
ton,  and,  having  married,  established  himself  in  busi-  ] 
ness,  and  formed  his  circle  of  acquaintances  among  the 
first  families  of  that  ancient  town.  But  that  fell  de- 
stroyer of  New  England  life,  consumption,  soon 
seized  him  for  its  victim,  and  he  died  at  the  early  age 
of  thirty-seven  years,  leaving  a  widow  and  six  young 
children,  the  eldest  but  ten  yeara  of  age.  He  had 
employed  all  his  capital  in  carrying  on  his  business, 
and  in  the  settlement  of  his  alTairs  but  little  remained 
for  the  family.  The  mother,  novertbeless,  courage- 
ously presse<l  on,  and  with  prudence  and  economy 
successfully  reared  her  young  family,  trained  them  in 
good  habits,  and  gave  them  a  fair  common-sehool 
education. 

Renjamin,  at  the  age  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  years,    i 
made  his  first  venture  in  life  by  shipping  as  cabin- 
boy  on  one  of  the  numerous  fleet  of  coasting- vessels 
hailing  from  Taunton.    Like  many  a  Uoy  of  our  day  J 
be  found  life  upon  the  sea  abounding  in  stern  real'  1 
ities,  and  a  severe  storm  and  gale  oil  tlie  coast  of  Gape  9 
Cod  thoroughly  weaned  the  young  lad  from  the  deaire  9 
for  a  seafaring  life.     Returning  to  Taunton  he  became  J 
an  apprentice  to  a  wool-carder  and  cloth -dresser,  oas  T 
whose  treatment  of  the  orphan  boy  was  such  as  caused  , 
him  ever  to  be  held  in  highest  esteem  and  remem- 
brance.   He  continued  in   the  business  but  a  few 
years,  when  in  May,  1826,  he  camu  to  Fall  River  and 
found  employment  in  Bennett's  wool-carding  mill, 
then  located  on  Central  Street,  where  now  stands  the 
masaive  and  lo^y  North  Mill  of  tlie  Pocaaset  Manu- 
facturing Company. 

In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  (182G)  he  entered  the 
printing-oflice  a(  ihe  Fall  Jliver  Monilor  miiii  appren- 
tice, and  became  thoroughly  aciiuainted  with  the 
Imaiucss  in  all  ita  detail  us  then  conducted.  Hlseuc- 
cess  was  such  that  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  with 
the  advice  and  assistance  of  friends,  be  waa  enabled 
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to  purchase  the  entire  establishment,  both  paper  and 
office-material,  and  on  July  1,  1830,  not  yet  having 
quite  attained  his  majority,  he  sent  forth  his  first 
issue  as  proprietor.  He  continued  the  business  of 
printing  and  publishing  until  March,  1838,  when  he 
sold  out  in  order  to  devote  his  time  and  energies  to 
the  cognate  branches  of  the  book  and  stationery  trade, 
into  which  he  had  entered  a  year  or  two  before.  The 
period  covered  by  his  publication  of  the  Monitar  was 
an  exciting  one  in  the  affairs  both  of  the  town  and  the 
nation.  The  late  James  Ford,  Esq.,  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  highly-esteemed  members  of  the  bar  of  this 
city,  was  editor,  and  its  columns  were  often  filled  with 
spice  which  possibly,  on  occasions,  was  of  a  some- 
what personal  character.  It  was  the  period  of  the 
great  Morgan  excitement  on  Masonry  and  anti-Ma- 
sonry, the  paper  assuming  the  Masonic  side  of  the 
controversy,  and  its  publisher,  though  never  a  mem- 
ber of  any  secret  organization,  became  well  known  in 
this  section  by  the  sobriquet  of  "Jack  Ma«on."  It 
was  at  this  time  that  politics  ran  high  and  the  famous 
contest  occurred  in  this  Congressional  district  between 
Hodges  and  Ruggles,  which  required  no  less  than  Beven 
elections  before  the  question  was  settled  in  favor  of 
the  former.  This  time  also  covered  the  Presidential 
term  of  General  Jackson  with  its  days  of  "  nullifica- 
tion" excitement. 

In  the  spring  of  183G,  Mr.  Earl  purchased  the  book- 
and  stationery-store  of  Mr.  S.  L.  Thaxter,  and  was 
the  principal  dealer  in  that  department  for  many 
years.  In  the  early  years  of  this  business,  and  also 
in  the  last  two  years  of  the  publication  of  the  Monitor, 
he  had  associated  with  him  as  partner  Mr.  J.  8.  Ham- 
mond, who  at  a  later  period  became  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Providence  Journal,    . 

In  the  memorable  great  fire  of  1843,  which  swept 
through  the  village  with  such  destruction  of  property 
as  to  render  many  homeless  and  penniless,  Mr.  E^rl 
lost  his  entire  stock  in  trade,  and  but  barely  escaped 
with  his  life.  He  had  packed  his  goods  into  cases, 
with  the  vain  hope  of  their  removal,  and  realizing 
that  with  their  destruction  went  the  savings  of  many 
long  and  laborious  years,  he  lingered!  so  long,  while 
the  fire  traveled  so  rapidly,  that  almost  before  he  was 
aware  of  it  the  buildings  were  in  flames  upon  both 
sides  of  the  street.  He  ran  the  fiery  gauntlet,  escaping 
with  the  smell  of  fire  upon  his  garments.  His  stock 
of  goods  was  entirely  destroyed,  and  his  insurance 
also  came  to  naught  by  the  failure  of  the  insurance 
company,  which  could  not  meet  8o  large  a  loss  at  one 
time  as  that  caused  by  the  great  fire  of  Fall  River. 
But  a  good  credit  secured  from  his  jobbers  the  volun- 
tary ofler  of  a  new  stock  of  goods  as  soon  as  he  could 
find  a  roof  to  cover  tliem,and  after  a  temporary  rest- 
ing-place on  Pleasant  Street,  where  the  Borden  Block 
now  stands,  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  select  and  oc- 
cupy a  store  in  the  Granite  Block  (erected  in  1844), 
where  he  has  continued  business  to  the  present  time. 
In  1870  lie  admitted  his  son,  Henry  II.  Earl,  into 


partnership,  and  with  the  growth  of  the  city  the 
business  was  considerably  enlarged  and  successfully 
prosecuted. 

While  Mr.  E^rl  was  neither  a  politician  nor  a  par- 
tisan in  the  objectionable  sense  of  those  terms,  he  has 
always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  public  affairs,  and 
has  been  honored  by  his  fellow-citizens  in  elections 
and  appointments  to  numerous  oflicial  positions,  cov- 
ering a  period  of  more  than  forty  years. 

He  was  town  clerk  from  1886  to  1846;  treasurer 
and  collector  from  1843  to  1846;  representative  to 
the  General  Court  in  1847 ;  selectman  from  1847  to 
1850 ;  deputy  collector  of  customs  for  the  district  of 
Fall  River  from  1849  to  1853 ;  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee on  drafting  a  city  charter,  which  was  granted 
by  the  Legislature  and  accepted  by  the  town  in  the 
spring  of  1854 ;  a  member  of  the  Common  Council 
and  president  of  the  same  in  1858 ;  an  alderman  in 
1859 ;  city  auditor  and  collector  from  1862  to  1867 ; 
and  a  member  of  the  school  committee  from  1867  to 
1870.  In  1848  he  received  a  commission  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  which  he  has  held  by  renewals  to  the 
present  time.  In  1858,  at  the  requests  of  the  banks, 
he  was  appointed  a  notary  public,  and  for  many 
years  was  the  principal  notary  for  the  financial  in- 
stitutions of  the  city,  holding  his  commissions  by  re- 
newals from  that  date  to  the  present  In  1874  he 
was  commissioned  by  the  Governor  (a  life  appoint- 
ment) "  to  qualify  and  administer  the  oaths  of  office 
to  civil  officers,"  and  for  the  past  six  or  eight  years 
(until  failing  health  prevented)  has  annually  in- 
ducted into  office  the  successive  city  governments  of 
the  city  of  Fall  River,  So  that  for  forty-five  years 
he  has  been  almost  constantly  in  one  or  more  official 
positions,  performing  the  duties  of  these  diversified 
trusts  with  perfect  fidelity  and  rare  ability,  and  prov- 
ing the  wisdom  and  insight  of  those  who  selected  him 
for  these  varied  responsibilities. 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Fall  River  Sav- 
ings-Bank  corporation  in  1841 ;  the  next  year  he  was 
chosen  one  of  the  trustees,  and  in  1852  was  placed  on 
its  board  of  investment,  where  he  was  continued  by 
annual  elections  until  1882,  when  failing  sight  and 
hearing  caused  him  to  decline  further  service  in  that 
position.  He  also  served  as  secretary  of  the  board 
from  1862  to  1880,  when,  by  a  change  in  the  by-laws, 
the  treasurer  of 'the  bank  was  mAde  ex  officio  secre- 
tary. His  interest  in  the  successful  management  of 
this  institution,  one  of  the  largest  in  the  State,  was 
very  great,  and  during  the  trying  times  which  came 
upon  the  city  from  1877  to  1880,  the  critical  periods 
in  its  history,  excited  his  liveliest  apprehensions,  and 
rested  like  a  great  burden  upon  his  mind  day  and 
night.  None  rejoiced  more  than  he  when  the  days 
of  peril  were  passed  and  the  customary  course  of 
financial  transactions  resumed  their  sway. 

His  legislative  service  was  under  Governor  George 
N.  Brigga,  with  Hon.  Nathaniel  B.  Borden  for  senator, 
and  Cusliing,  Ilayden,  of  the  "Atlas,"  Banks,  Bout- 
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welt,  Schouler/Bird,  and  othen,  na  coUuKueB  io  the 
house.  His  alUermanic  yoar  under  Mayor  (now 
Judge)  Josiuh  C  Blaisdell  was  distiiiguisiied  as  one 
in  wliicb  the  government  kept  within  its  approprin- 
tjons  for  municipHl  purposes,  m.  wise  nnd  eonservative 
course  of  notion,  worthy  to  be  followed  by  its  auucesiHorij. 
His  faitliful  discliarge  of  duty  in  his  olSce  of  collector 
of  taies  for  the  city  ia  indicated  by  the  fact  that  while, 
for  the  six  yean  previous  to  his  term,  the  uiicollectod 
tHxea  avernged  some  tlireo  and  a  half  per  cent.,  the 
Hvernge  for  hia  six  years  wHs  reduced  to  one  and 
three-iillhs  per  cent.,  and  this  notwithstanding  the 
tux-levy  was  Increased  ^167,000,  vii.:  from  tl02,l)Ul) 
in  1861  to  i2iiS,im  in  18G7.  Moreover,  this  period 
covered  that  of  the  civil  war,  with  nil  its  vicissi- 
tudes and  tlie  many  and  rapid  changes  in  the  popu- 
lation of  a  working  community. 

In  1836,  Mr.  Karl  was  brought  under  more  direct 
religious  influences,  anil  having  made  a  public  con- 
fession of  his  faith,  united  with  the  Firat  (orthodox) 
Congregational  Church  of  Fall  River,  then  under  the 
pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Urin  Fowler.  Upon  the  organi- 
zation of  theCentral  Congregational  Church  In  Novem- 
ber, 1842,  he  became  one  of  ita  original  membera,  and 
in  1844  was  elected  its  first  deacon,  an  office  which  he 
has  held  to  the  present  time.  His  fidelity  in  this  posi- 
tion ia  again  conspicuously  illustrated  by  the  statement 
tbal  for  tbirty-three  cuusieeulive  years  he  served  as 
office- lie  a  rer  in  the  celebration  of  every  communion 
service,  save  one,  when  he  wait  confined  to  his  house 
h;  sickness.  By  reason  of  his  prominence  as  un  officer 
of  the  church,  his  lender  aonsibilitles  and  kind  and 
considerate  action,  he  was  repeatedly  called  upon  by 
neighbors  and  frienda  and  fellow-townsmen  to  super- 
intend the  laat  sad  rites  to  the  dead;  and  this  was 
continued  to  a  comparatively  recent  period,  when, 
with  the  growth  of  the  place  nnd  the  constant  re- 
quirements of  Buch  service,  others  made  it  a  special 
branch  of  business,  and  assumed  that  which  before- 
time  was  demanded  of  neighborly  kinducsa  and  re- 
spect. To  within  a  few  years  be  has  also  been  called 
upon  oilener,  perhaps,  than  almost  any  other  person 
to  assist  as  bearer  on  such  occasions.  The  experieuce 
gained  in  this  service,  prompted  him  many  years  ago 
to  secure  the  construction  of  a  tomb  by  the  town  upon 
the  public  burial-grounds — the  first  in  the  place — for 
use  in  utormy  and  wintry  weather,  ftnd  at  such  other 
times  OH  occasion  might  require.  Mr.  Karl  has  filled 
various  otlier  ollices  in  the  church  and  society,  as 
treasurer,  member  of  the  standing  committee,  super- 
intendent of  the  Snbbath-achool,  etc. 

lie  took  an  active  part  also  in  the  varioue  local 
associations  instituted  in  past  years  for  the  moral  and 
social  welfare  of  the  community.  An  ardent  lover  of 
music,  he  identified  himself  with  most  of  the  musi- 
cal organizations  forineil  during  the  first  twenty-five 
years  of  liis  residence  in  Fall  River.  As  a  member 
of  cburcli  choirs  be  played  upon  several  instrumenU 
— Ihe  Hute,  clarionet,  violin,  and  double-bau  viol — 


previouH  to  the  Introduction  of  the  modern  organ ; 
and  when  that  came  into  use,  contlnucJ  hie  interest 
and  services  vocally, — a  period  of  some  thirty  yeara 
from  first  to  last.  He  was  leader  of  a  band  of  field 
music  early  in  life,  ajtd  besides  seeing  service  in  the 
military  brigades  of  this  section  of  the  State,  as- 
sialed  in  tho  reception  to  Ouiieral  and  President 
Jackson  on  bis  visit  to  Massac husetts  in  1833,— an 
event  of  great  moment  and  distinguished  honor  iu 

Thus  the  measure  of  his  days  has  been  filled  out 
in  usefulness  lu  others  as  well  as  in  the  care  of  hini' 
self  and  hia  ;  and  whether  in  public  or  in  private  life, 
in  the  community  as  a  cititen  or  us  uu  officer  in 
church,  town,  or  State,  at  home  or  abroad,  in  the 
house  or  by  the  way,  be  has  been  faithful  tu  the  trusts 
itted  to  him  ;  has  shown  marked  ability  it 
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munity   the  "good   nan 
chosen  than  great  riches." 

Mr.  Eurl  was  married  in  Fall  River,  in  1630,  to 
Miss  Nancy  tilminons,  eldest  daughter  of  Gapt. 
Nathan  B.  Simmons,  then  of  TiverUia,  U.  I.  They 
have  had  a  ttunily  of  six  children,  two  of  whom  diuU 
In  infancy,  and  four  of  whom  are  etill  living,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters.  In  November,  1880,  it  cbm* 
ing  to  the  knowledge  of  their  church  associatca  tliut 
the  fiftieth  uunivcrsary  of  their  wedding  would  occur 
early  in  the  month  of  December  of  that  year,  ar- 
rangements wore  quietly  made,  and  much  to  tlie  sur- 
]irise  of  tho  veuurable  couple,  they  were  invited  to 
celebrate  their  golden  wedding  iu  the  parlors  of  ilie 
New  Central  Church,  on  the  evening  of  December 
2d.  A  large  gathering  of  old  nci|uaintHuees,  inter- 
spersed with  many  of  a.  youuger  generation,  graced 
the  happy  gnLliering.  Their  pastor,  the  Uuv.  M. 
Uurnbam,  made  a  congratulatory  address,  and  placod 
in  their  hands  un  elegant  noiM  silver  voso,  suitubly 
inscribed  as  a  memorial  of  tlie  occasion. 

A  lady  friend  voiced  some  of  tlioir  earlier  lifa  ex* 
periences  in  pueUcal  form,  while  the  young  men  of 
the  congregation  brought  forward  a  stnlT  of  life  iu 
th»  sliupe  of  a  aubstiinlial  gold-headed  cuno  of  black 
ebony.  Mr.  Earl  made  a  cliaractoristically  modciil 
and  bappy  resjionBe  in  receiving  these  goud  wisUeit 
and  elegant  and  costly  tokens  of  eslueui,  and  uc- 
knowledged  with  hejirt-felt  gratitude  tlie  Icadingit  of 
Divine  I'rovidcnce  in  all  Iheao  long  years  of  resi- 
dence and  service  in  tlie  home  of  bis  adoption,  to- 
gether with  the  measure  of  temporal  proa|jerity 
which  had  attended  them. 

Two  years  later,  in  July,  1882,  he  was  seised  with 
a  severe  nnd  what  appeared  at  lintt  to  he  a  fatal  ill- 
ness. For  some  months  previous  his  eyesight  had 
been  failing,  and  now  the  disease  culminated  in  a 
partial  paralysis  of  the  optic  nerve,  together  witli  a 
general  weakness  of  body,  which  seemed  to  indicala 
H  breaking  down  of  the  hitherto  vigoroni  and  hedlby 
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constitution.  But  though  prontrate  at  length  upon  a 
bed  of  sickneflR,  from  which  he  has  never  risen,  and 
for  the  past  few  months  shut  out  from  the  blessed 
sunlight  by  the  total  loss  of  vision,  he  has,  neverthe- 
less, retained  his  courageous  spirit  and  happy,  hopeful 
disposition.  Clear  in  mind,  while  weak  in  body,  he 
has  found  his  faith  sustained  and  strengthened  in  the 
promises  of  Him  whose  comin]^  he  awaits  with  the 
calmness  of  a  Christian's  hope  and  trust,  and  whether 
the  time  be  long  or  short  he  has  the  assurance  within 
of  receiving  his  Master's  salutation,  **  Well  done, 
good  and  faithful  servant,  enter  thou  into  the  joy  of 
thy  Lord." 

JKFFKRSON   BOllDEN. 

Jefferson  Borden,  the  oldest  living  person  of  the 
residents  of  Fall  Kiverwho  have  been  identified  with 
the  inception,  growth,  and  the  present  established 
supremacy  of  its  distinctive  industry,  was  born  on 
the  28th  of  February,  1801,  in  the  then  village  of 
Freetown.  He  was  the  twelflh  of  thirteen  children 
of  Thomas  Borden,  in  the  fourth  generation  from 
John  Borden,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  Fall 
River.  His  father's  farm  w^as  situated  in  the  cast 
part  of  the  village,  comprising  a  tract  upon  which 
have  since  been  erected  the  Richard  Borden,  Chace, 
and  other  mills.  Jefferson  worked  on  the  farm,  going 
to  school  regularly  as  the  local  season  commenced,  until 
September,  1816,  when,  in  his  sixteenth  year,  he  left 
home  for  the  first  time,  and  obtained  a  position  as  clerk 
in  the  provision-store  of  William  Valentine,  in  Provi- 
dence. In  1819  he  returned  to  Fall  River,  thoroughly 
educated  in  the  routine  details  of  a  business  of  trade 
and  barter,  but  already  entertaining  the  ambitious 
vision  of  a  commercial  career  that  would  recog- 
nize no  limits  of  its  operations.  His  brother  Richard, 
six  years  his  senior,  was  running  the  crafl  "  Irene  and 
Betsey"  in  trading  trips,  in  connection  with  his  grist- 
mill, located  on  the  lower  stream.  For  the  ensuing 
year  Jefferson,  when  not  absolutely  needed  on  the 
farm,  joined  Richard  in  the  sloop  expeditions  to 
Conanicut  and  Prudence.  In  1820  the  two  brothers 
bought  out  tlio  small  store  of  Holder  1U)rdcn,  and 
Jeflerson  was  put  in  to  conduct  the  business.  In 
1821,  upon  the  organization  of  the  iron-works  enter- 
prise, he  was  chosen  clerk  of  the  establishment.  He 
retained  this  position  till  September  of  the  following 
year,  when  the  company  opened  a  warehouse  and 
salesroom  in  Providence,  and  the  businasj?  experience 
and  proclivities  he  had  already  demonstrated  pointed 
him  out  as  the  most  eligible  representative  of  the  grow- 
ing industry.  Mr.  Borden  was  a  few  months  over  his 
majority  when  he  undertook  the  office  of  agent  of  the 
company  at  Providence,  but  the  shrewd,  sagacious 
promoters  of  the  iron-works  knew  they  had  chosen 
the  right  man  for  the  place.  The  event  amply  proved 
the  correctness  of  their  judgment,  the  agent's  wise,  | 
systematic  control  really  directing  the  home  produc- 


tion of  the  company,  while  his  keen  perception  and 
clever  manipulation  elf  the  market  constantly  ex- 
tended the  field  of  its  operations  throughout  the 
Union. 

For  fifteen  years  Jefferson  Borden  remained  at  his 
place  in  Providence.  In  1837  the  ill  health  of  his 
cousin  Holder  made  a  vacancy  in  the  management 
of  the  American  Print- Works,  and  he  was  recalled  to 
Fall  River. 

While  in  Providence,  Mr;  Borden  had. a  high  posi- 
tion as  a  business  man,  and  wa^  associated  with  the 
men  who  were  then  the  leaders  in  business  affairs. 
He  is  at  present  probably  the  last  survivor  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  old  United  States  Branch 
Bank,  and  after  that  was  abolished  by  Gen.  Jackson, 
was  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Black" 
stone  Canal  Bank  until  he  removed  to  Fall  River. 

For  thirty-nine  years  Mr.  Borden  was  the  executive 
officer  and  managing  agent  of|  the  print-works,  re- 
tiring from  active  control  only  during  the  spring  of 
the  present  year.  He  assumed  the  position  at  a 
period  which  will  not  be  forgotten  in  financial  annals 
as  the  extreme  test  of  industrial  and  commercial  en- 
durance. No  panic  has  been  more  severe  and  no  de- 
pression of  business  more  general  than  that  of  1837, 
and  its  distressing  stringency  upon  all  elements  of 
recuperative  life  was  greater  than  it  could  ever  again 
be,  in  the  degree  that  all  industry  and  enterprise  was 
comparatively  immature,  the  country  itself  lacking 
the  great  elasticity  it  now  possesses  in  the  wonderful 
development  of  its  natural  and  productive  resources. 
To  undertake  the  work  of  carrying  a  great  establish- 
ment successfully  through  such  a  period  of  embarrass- 
ment on  every  hand  was  a  terrible  trial  of  a  business 
man's  best  powers,  and  it  is  ^undoubtedly  safe  to  say 
that  when  an  all-wise  Providence  removed  Holder 
Borden,  the  projector  and  worker,  from  the  control 
and  direction  of  the  enterprise,  the  only  person  thor- 
oughly fitted  for  the  exigency  by  experience  and 
managing  power,  and  probably  superior  to  Holder  in 
his  approved  financial  ability  and  estimation  among 
capitalists,  was  wisely  and  fortunately  chosen. 

His  well-known  reputation  for  business  capacity  in 
Providence  was  of  great  assistance'in  overcoming  the 
difficulties  at  this  most  trying  period,  When  not  only 
was  there  great  stricture  in  the  money  market,  but 
several  of  the  accredited  agents  of  the  company  failed. 

During  the  panic  of  1867  also  Mr.  Borden's  finan- 
cial ability  was  severely  tested,  and  at  that  time  also 
some  of  the  agents  failed.  Then,  however,  Mr.  Bor- 
den was  for  weeks  confined  to  his  bed  by  sickness 
when  the  difficulties  were  greatest,  but  he  still  con- 
ducted his  correspondence,  dictating  to  a  confidential 
clerk  the  replies  to  his  letters,  and  directing  all  his 
business  affairs. 

Upon  the  destruction  of  the  American  Print- Works 
by  fire  in  1867,  Mr.  Borden's  extraordinary  capacity 
for  recuperation  and  support  through  a  most  trying 
perie)d   was  again   in   forced  requisition.     The  rapid 
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ion  of  Ihe  eaUblishment  in  nil  ita  operative 
powen  wad  truly  remarkable.'  Tbe  eyes  of  all  were 
able  to  observe  with  starlled  wonder  tbe  immeciiHle 
re-erection  of  the  great  structure,  the  apaciouB  rec- 
tangle of  BolidgrAniie  going  upalinoBt  like  the  Klinn'ij 
palitce  in  Coleridge's  phantaay,  and  the  huge  eiigiiic!i 
and  machines  reassumiug  their  old  places  with  a  con- 
current promptnesa;  yet  fen  appreciated  ur  even 
guessed  that  greater  difficultiea  than  tlicae  mere  mate- 
rial matters,  diliicultiej  calling  for  rare  credit  and  un- 
questioned responsibility,  had  been  met  and  overcome. 

Since  his  return  tt)  Fall  River,  JelFcraon  Borden 
]ius  been  largely  concerned  iu  the  various  enterprises 
that  have  marked  tbe  progress  of  the  city.  A  partner 
of  the  deceased  Col.  Richard  in  the  important  special 
undertakings  of  Ills  later  yean,  he  was  witl)  him  in- 
terested in  tbe  old  Bay  State  Steamboat  Company  (of 
wiiicb  he  atone  time  owned  three-fiftlisof  the  stock), 
the  Fall  River  Railrqnd  Company,  the  Borden  Mining 
Company,  and  other  entensive  operations. 

Another  great  trust  which  should  be  noted  in  con- 
nection with  Mr.  JelTerson  Borden's  business  career 
is  the  management  of  the  Valentine  estate  as  trustee 
since  1839,  at  iirat  in  connection  with  Maj.  Bradford 
Durfee,  and  later  with  Mr.  Philip  D.  Borden.  An 
eminent  probate  judf^e  has  said  that  there  is  scarcely 
another  such  case  on  record  of  an  estate  which  at  its 
first  appraised  valuation  was  less  than  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  from  wbich  there  has  already 
been  divided  more  than  ten  times  that  amount  among 
the  different  heirs  as  they  became  of  legal  age,  besides 
providing  for  their  support  iu  the  mean  time. 

Mr.  Borden's  retirement  from  immediate  connection 
with  active  busioeas  has  not  severed  his  close  relation 
to  tbe  earnest  life  and  progress  of  hie  native  city.  He 
IB  still  president  of  the  Pall  River  Iron-Works  Com- 
pany, tbe  Fall  River  Bleachery,  tl)e  American  Linen 
Company,  the  Troy  Cotton  and  Woolen  Company, 
director  in  Borden  Mining  Oompaoy,  tlie  Annawau 
Manufacturing  Company,  the  Fall  River  Machine 
Company,  Fall  River  and  Provideuce  steamboat 
Company,  tbe  Metacomet  Manufacturing  Company, 
Fall  River  Iron-Works,  aud  Fail  River  Gas  Com- 
pany. He  has  also  been  for  many  yearf  a  trustee 
of  Brown  Duiversity,  and  until  the  weight  of  years 
made  it  impossible  to  attend  to  the  business  was  an 
active  member  of  tbe  executive  committee  of  that 
body,  and  utficially  concerned  in  other  busine-si  or- 
ganizations. Ills  long  life,  full  from  the  start  of 
honest  purpose,  intense  application,  and  constantly 
hopeful  energy,  claims  for  him  at  last  exemption  from 
the  cares  of  business  rouiine,  and  Providence  has 
yielded  to  its  declining  years  the  blessings  such  careers 
■worthily  demand,^ — competence,  the  serene  joy  of  a 
beautiful  home,  and  tbe  alfectionate  esteem  of  the 


IIR.  NATUAN    DIIHFBB. 

Dr.  Nathan  Durfee  was  born  in  Fall  River,  then 
Freetown,  in  17U9.  He  was  a  graduate  (with  hia 
brother  Thomas  It.)  of  Brown  University  in  1824, 
they  being  the  Arst  college  graduates  from  this  town. 
He  studied  medicine,  and  recoive<l  the  degree  of 
M.I),  at  Harviird  University,  but  the  practice  of  the 
profession  was  not  sititcd  to  his  tustes,  ancl  he  con- 
tinued in  it  but  a  brief  period  of  time.  He  opened 
a  drug-store  on  what  is  now  Central  Btreet,  a  little 
distance  west  of  Main,  erecting  for  this  purpose  tlie 
first  brick  building  in  the  township.  It  was  very 
small,  but  was  then  remarkable  for  ita  neatness  and 
beauty,  and  its  adupledness  to  the  ase  for  which  it  was 
constructed.  This  lie  occupied  until  the  erection  of 
his  brick  dwelling-liimse  on  the  corner  of  Bunk  and 
North  &Iain  Streets,  where  the  Narrngansett  Hotel 
now  stands.  The  first  story  of  this  house  he  occu- 
pied for  his  store  until  he  gave  up  the  business,  after 
a  brief  experience  iu  it. 

He  soon  discovered  an  interest  in  the  growing  in- 
dustries of  the  jilace,  and  though  nni  entering  directly 
upon  the  management  of  any  one  business,  was  asso- 
ciated with  others  in  tlie  general  direction  of  many 
new  enterprises  coincident  with  the  progress  of  Fall 
River.  In  this  way  he  became  a  director  in  the  Fall 
River  Iron-Works,  American  I'rint-Works,  the  old 
Fall  River  Railroad,  and  the  Ca]>e  Cod  Railroad; 
WHS  one  of  the  proprietors  of  tlie  Bay  State  Steam- 
boat Line;  was  largely  interested  in  several  of  tho 
banks,  and  in  later  years  entered  heartily  into  the 
new  manurauiuring  projects  uf  the  city,  and  at  his 
death  was  director  in  at  least  seven  of  the  corporations 
and  president  of  three.  In  earlier  times,  aa  a  mer- 
cantile venture,  he  embarked  in  the  whaling  busintjas, 
fitting  nut,  in  company  with  other  [>ersons  at  this 
port,  several  vonsels  fur  the  whale  fishery,  and  estab- 
lishing oil-works.  The  venture  did  not  prove  very 
successful,  however,  and  was  finally  abandoned.  A, 
more  successful  enterprise  was  a  flour-uiill,  which  did 
an  exteusive  business  for  many  yeais.  He  was  prin- 
cipal owneeof  the  Massasoit  Steam  Mill,  for  tbe  man- 
ufacture of  print  cloths,  which  were  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1875. 

lleaides  filling  various  municipal  ofllcea,  Dr.  Dur- 
fee was  a  representative  to  the  General  Court  for  sev- 
eral years,  aud  was  always  one  of  the  moat  public- 
spirited  of  citiwins.  After  the  "great  liru"  ho 
erected  (he  Mount  Hope  Block  for  a  public- house, 
not  as  a  profitable  investment,  but  to  give  character 
and  respectability  to  the  then  growing  town. 

Dr.  Durfee  was  a  large  land  proprietor,  owning 
nearly  one  thousand  acres,  a  portion  of  it  valuable 
for  real  estate  purposes,  in  aud  about  the  city. 

Besides  being  for  some  years  the  president  of  tbe 
Bristol  County  Agricultural  Society,  ho  was  the  orig- 
inator and  president  for  n  long  period  of  the  Itrislol 
County  Central  Society,  and  contributed  liberally 
both  of  money  and  zeul  to  ita  ndvancetneul,    U«  was 
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a  trustee  of  the  State  Agricultural  College,  and  its 
treasurer  until  declining  health  necessitated  his  resig- 
nation. Kind-hearted  and  genial  in  his  disposition, 
he  was  ever  ready  to  help  and  encourage  the  unfor- 
tunate and  despondent,  the  frequent  losses  sustained 
by  him  in  his  readiness  to  aid  those  seeking  his  as- 
sistance never  chilling  his  sympathy  or  preventing  his 
efficient  action  when  again  sought  by  any  who  needed 
a  helping^  hand.  He  was  a  strong  advocate  of  the 
cause  of  temperance,  and  during  the  active  period  of 
his  life  was  a  public  and  efficient  worker  in  it. 

The  moral  and  spiritual  welfare  of  his  native  town 
and  city  was  ever  prominent  in  the  mind  of  Dr.  Dur- 
fee,  who  was  one  of  the  earliest  projectors  of  the 
Sunday-school  work,  and  instrumental  in  establishing 
several  suburban  mission  schools.  He  was  closely 
identified  with  the  Central  Congregational  Church, 
being  an  original  member  and  contributor  of  one- 
quarter  of  the  lot  upon  which  the  society's  first  house 
of  worship  was  erected.  Always  oiie  of  its  most  ac- 
tive and  efficient  members,  he  took  an  especially  deep 
interest  in  its  development,  and,  with  the  late  Col. 
Richard  Borden,  furnished  a  large  portion  of  the 
funds  used  in  the  construction  of  the  new  and  elegant 
edifice  erected  in  1875,  and  considered  one  of  the  most 
perfect  cedes i:tHtical  structures  in  the  country. 

Ho  died  April  G,  1876. 


WILLIAM   C.  DA  VOL. 

William  C.  Davol  was  born  Jan.  5,  1806,  in  Fall 
River,  and  while  yet  a  lad  entered  the  Troy  Mill,  then 
just  commencing  operations.  He  was  made  overseer 
of  the  spinning  in  1819,  and  superintendent  in  1827, 
a  position  which  he  occupied  until  1841,  when  he  be- 
came partner  in  the  firm  of  Hawes,  Marvel  &  Davol, 
and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  machinery. 
He  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Holder  Borden  and 
Maj.  Durfee,  and  when  the  latter  went  to  Europe,  in 
1838,  to  investigate  the  improvements  in  cotton  and 
iron  machinery,  accompanied  him.  By  letters  of  in- 
troduction, a  little  Yankee  ingenuity  and  persistence, 
he  effected  an  arrangement  with  the  owners  of  the 
Sharp  &  Roberts  self-acting  mule,  to  secure  patents 
for  their  manufacture  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  and  other  kinds  of  machinery 
from  the  most  approved  patterns  was  entered  upon  at 
once  by  the  new  firm  of  Hawes,  Marvel  &  Davol. 
Mr.  Davol  soon  projected  improvements  to  beautify 
and  perfect  the  operation  and  durability  of  the  self- 
acting  mule,  and  from  these  patterns  built  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  thousand  spindles.  In  1847  a  new 
set  of  patterns  were  made,  which  superseded  the  old, 
and  from  which  one  hundred  thousand  spindles  were 
soon  constructed.  In  1852  and  in  1854  other  new 
mules  were  perfected  with  a  combination  of  improved 
principles  for  spinning  fine  yarn.  At  the  same  time 
Mr.  Davol's  inventive  genius  was  at  work  upon  other 
parts  of  cotton  machinery,  resulting  in  patent  carders. 


speeders,  and  drawing-frames,  by  which  the  produc- 
tive power  was  quadrupled.  The  advantage  to  any 
manufacturing  community  to  have  among  its  number 
one  such  man  cannot  well  be  estimated,  and  the  high 
opinion  of  Mr.  DavoPs  practical  worth  may  be  gath- 
ered from  the  opinion  of  a  well-known  cotton  manu- 
facturer, as  expressed  in  the  statement  that "  William 
C.  Davol  was  worth  more  to  Fall  River,  for  the  twenty 
years  succeeding  the  building  of  the  Metacomet  Mill, 
than  all  others  put  together  because  of  his  improve- 
ments in  cotton  machinery."  This  is  high  praise, 
but  is  in  some  respecta  justified  by  the  statement  of 
another  noted  manufacturer,  who  said,  **  There's  more 
in  the  man  than  in  the  mill.'' 

The  Davol  Mills,  for  the  manufacture  of  sheetings, 
shirtings,  silesias,  etc.,  were  named  afler  Mr.  Davol, 
who  was  elected  and  still  holds  the  position  of  presi- 
dent of  the  corporation. 


HON.  WILLIAM  8TBDMAN  OREBNB. 

Hon.  William  Stedman  Greene,  ex-mayor  of  Fall 
River,  was  born  in  Tremont,  Tazewell  Co.,  111.,  April 
28, 1841,  and  removed  with  his  parents  to  Fall  River, 
Mass.,  in  July,  1844.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  city,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1856  was 
employed  in  a  fancy  goods  and  millinery  store,  but 
only  continued  in  that  occupation  six  months.  In 
March,  1858,  he  entered  the  employ  of  John  P.  Slade 
in  the  insurance  business,  and  remained  with  him 
until  May,  1865. 

He  was  married  to  Mary  E.  White,  of  Providence, 
R.  I.,  in  March,  1865,  and  they  have  three  children, 
two  sons  and  one  daughter.  In  1865  and  1866  was 
engaged  in  life  insurance  business  in  Providence, 
R.  I.,  Buflalo,  N.  Y.,  and  New  York  City. 

In  June,  1866,  returned  to  Fall  River,  Mass.,  and 
formed  a  copartnership  with  his  father,  transacting 
business  as  auctioneers,  real-estate,  stock,  and  insur- 
ance brokers  under  the  name  and  firm  of  Greene  & 
Son,  of  which  firm  he  still  remains  an  active  menvber. 

In  the  fall  of  1875,  Mr.  Greene  was  elected  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Common  Council  from  Ward  five,  and  served 
in  that  body  during  the  years  1876,  '77,  '78,  '79,  and 
for  the  last  three  years  named  served  as  president. 

He  has  always  been  an  active  Republican,  and  in 
1876  was  chosen  chairman  of  the  Republican  City 
Committee.  An  active  campaign  was  entered  upon 
and  a  canvass  of  voters  made  and  an  estimate  of  the 
probable  result  made,  predicting  a  Republican  ma- 
jority of  seven  hundred  and  eighty -seven.  The  re- 
sult being  that  President  Hayes  had  a  majority  of 
861,  and  the  Republicans  carried  five  of  the  six 
wards,  and  gave  their  senatorial  candidate  over  one 
thousand  majority,  and  elected  their  entire  represen- 
tative ticket.  In  November,  1879,  Mr.  Greene  was 
nominated  by  acclamation  as  the  Republican  candi- 
date for  mayor,  and  was  elected  the  following  Decem- 
ber by  four  hundred  and  sixty-one  majority.     In  the 
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State  election  on  tlie  firat  Tuesday  in  November,  1879, 
the  Democratic  candidnte  for  Governor  carrietl  tlie 
city  by  twelve  liiiiidreil  and  Bfly-niiie  majority.  In 
the  face  of  this  result  tlie  outlook  for  the  election  of 
so  outspoken  u  Republican  as  Mr.  Greene  only  one 
month  later  did  not  seem  promising,  but  his  friemla 
worked  actively  anil  with  determination,  with  the 
succesaful  result  before  stated. 

His  admin iatration  of  the  office  woa  marked  witli 
firmnesaand  economy.  lie  vetoed  two  appropriiitiona 
for  three  thousand  live  hundred  dollars  and  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  dollars  respectively,  for  the  cele- 
bration of  Fourth  of  July,  both  of  which  were  bub- 
tained.  He  alao  veiocd  an  appropriation  of  seven 
thousand  doliura  for  a  city  stable,  but  this  veto  was 
not  sustained.  During  the  year  nu  ordiuunce  was 
prepared  under  hla  direction  creating  the  office  of 
superintendent  of  public  buildings  aud  inspector  of 
buildings,  establiiiliiti);  a  lire  district  and  regulating 
the  construction  of  biiildingii  throughout  the  city; 
also  an  ordinance  creating  the  office  of  city  engineer 
and  defining  his  duticB. 

In  May,  1880,  he  was  chosen  an  alteruato  delegate 
from  the  First  Congressional  District  to  the  Republi- 
can National  Convention,  holdeo  in  Chicago  in  June, 
1880,  and  was  present  and  participated  in  the  delib- 
erations of  the  conveniion,  which  resulted  in  the 
nomination  of  Hon.  James  A.  Garfield  for  the  Presi- 
dency. In  November,  1880,  was  unanimously  re- 
nominated by  acclumatiuu  by  the  Republicaus  as 
candidate  for  mayor,  and  was  elected  tho  following 
December  by  thirteen  hundred  and  sixty-eight  ma- 
jority. He  entereil  upon  his  second  term  in  Jan- 
uary, 1881,  and  in  March,  1861,  was  appointed  poet- 
waster  by  President  Garfield,  and  on  the  28lh  day  of 
March,  1881,  resigned  tlie  office  of  mayor,  and  aa- 
sumed  the  position  of  postmaster,  April  15,  1881. 
Under  bis  administration  of  that  office  additional 
mail  facilities  have  been  obtained,  mail  messenger 
service  has  bt-en  t'stubliBhed  to  and  from  the  railroad 
depotti,  the  jiuuiber  of  letter  carriers  has  been  in- 
creased, and  the  routes  for  the  collection  and  delivery 
of  letters  have  been  greiktiy  extemleil,  and  few  cities 
are  now  provided  with  belter  mail  facilitiea,  He  is  u 
member  of  St.  Paul's  Methodist  Episcopal  Churcli, 
and  is  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath -school,  which 
position  he  has  held  during  the  past  five  years.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Mount  Hope  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  Fall  River  Roya!  Arch  Chapter,  and  Godfrey 
De  Douillon  Conimandery  Knights  Templar,  but  has 
never  held  any  ofiicial  position  in  either  of  these 
bodies. 

Mr.  Greene  is  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  all 
measures  tending  to  advance  the  interests  of  Fall 
Uiver  have  found  in  him  an  earnest  advocate. 


K.  T.  LEONAIIb. 

Ebeneeor  Turell  Leonard  was  born  in  Gardner, 
Mass.,  July  19,  IS12.  He  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  under  Drs.  Perry,  Bowditch,  Gould,  and 
Wylie,  of  Boston,  and  aflerwards  studied  at  the  Uar- 
vanl  Medical  School,  graduating  In  1636.  He  com- 
menced practice  in  Weymouth,  Mass.,  in  the  spring 
of  1886,  and  remained  there  ten  years.  He  removed 
to  Fall  River  in  lS4{i,  and  has  labored  here  uninter- 
ruptedly nnUl  the  present  time.  He  graduated  at 
Harvard  Medical  Sdiool  in  IS^Q.  He  lias  held  the 
following  ofliceii  in  ihe  Sunth  Mussacliusetls  Medical 
Society:  president  two  years,  and  vice-preaideiit  and 
councilor  two  years. 

Dr.  I^^onard  is  one  of  tlie  oldest  practitioners  in 
the  Stute,  aJid  one  of  Fall  River's  inunl  hunoreil  >iu>l 
esteemed  citiKous. 


HON.   .lAMIW    BtlFFINTON. 

Hon.  James  Uultinton  was  born  on  "UliulonurHill," 
in  Troy  (now  Full  Uiver),  Mass.,  March  16,  1817. 
His  parents  removed  to  Swansea,  near  the  village  of 
that  name,  in  his  infancy,  where  the  first  years  of  his 
childhood  were  passed,  and  where  he  commenced  at- 
tending scliool ;  but  soon  the  interesls  of  the  family 
caused  their  return  to  his  native  village,  which  hence- 
forward hecuuie  his  home.  His  earlier  years  were 
those  of  self-denial  and  constraint,  yet  all  through 
his  boyhood  and  youth  his  promptness  in  thought 
and  independence  in  action  were  indicative  of  the 
coming  man.  His  pnrenla  were  members  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends,  his  mother  being  nn  approved 
minister  of  that  body  of  Christians  for  mauy  years. 
She  was  careful  in  the  training  of  her  youngest  born 
— tlie  subject  of  this  skotch — to  inculcalu  iu  his  mind 
the  love  of  trutli  and  virtue,  to  lay  H  lunudution  fur 
the  principles  of  honesty  and  uprightness,  and  tu 
nurture  him  iu  a  strict  regard  for  the  same. 

He  attended  public  and  private  schools  a  part  of 
each  twelvemonth,  until  he  woa  somu  fifleun  years  of 
age,  when  ho  was  sent  for  two  or  three  terms  to  tlie 
Friends'  Hoarding  School  in  I'rovidcncu,  11. 1.,  where 
he  mode  gioxl  use  of  his  privileges,  and  progressed 
outisfactorily  in  his  studies.  Here,  as  elsewhere,  the 
activity  of  an  irrepressible  nature  often  led  him  to 
tho  front,  and  in  aporta  and  exercises  of  muscular 
power  and  skill  he  ever  showed  an  ambition  to  lead. 
After  leaviug  school  he  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  with  the  late  Dr.  Thomas  Wilbur,  pursuing 
his  investigations  in  this  science  successfully  to  the 
period  when  he  should  have  attended  medical  lectures 
OS  a  finishing  step  to  make  hiui  a  veritable  M.D. 
Failing  to  obtain  the  necessary  funds  at  the  proper 
time  salisfuctorily  to  himself,  he  turned  his  attention 
to  leaching,  and  spent  two  or  three  years  as  a  prece|>- 
lor  in  public  and  private  schools  at  Wcstport,  and 
ulierwards  in  Dartmouth,  at  or  near  rsdanaram,  Ihe 
southern  extremity  of  tlie  town.  Here,  from  c 
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association  with  men  interested  in  navigation,  his 
thoughts  were  turned  in  this  direction,  and  he  dnatty 
shipped  for  a  whaling  voyage  on  board  the  ship 
"  South  Carolina,"  hljout  to  sail  from  that  port. 

Making  a  successful  voyage,  he  returned  home,  and 
engaged  in  business  as  a  druggist.  Subsequently 
abandoning  this  enterprise,  he  entered  the  dry-goods 
and  millinery  trade.  About  this  time  also  he  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Perkins. 

During  these  years  he  possessed  the  full  confidence 
of  his  fellow-townsmen,  who  often  by  their  suffrages 
acknowledgeil  his  qualifications,  electing  him  to  posi- 
tions of  trust  and  usefulness.  He  was  a  prominent 
and  efficient  member  of  the  fire  department,  and  in 
1851  was  chosen  selectman,  being  re-elected  in  1852, 
and  again  in  1853. 

On  the  adoption  of  a  city  charter  in  1854  ho  was 
elected  mayor  by  a  majority  over  all  of  three  hundred 
and  thirty-one,  in  an  aggregate  of  twelve  hundred  and 
sixty-one  votes. 

At  the  second  city  election,  in  1865,  he  was  re- 
elected mayor ;  but  the  same  autumn,  his  executive 
abilities  having  become  more  generally  known  and 
appreciated,  at  a  convention  called  to  nominate  a 
candidate  for  representative  in  Congress,  he  was  chosen 
by  ncclaniation,  and  subsequently  elected  by  a  ma- 
jority of  several  thousand.  When  the  Rebellion  was 
being  inaugurated,  his  attention  in  the  House  was,  if 
possible,  increased,  and  no  effort  was  lost  to  advance 
the  nation's  cause  and  preserve  her  life  and  usefulness. 
On  his  return  home  early  in  the  spring  of  18r>l,  he 
immediately  set  influences  at  work  to  raise  a  company 
of  volunteers  in  person,  joining  the  "  I%8  in  Blue" 
in  their  drill,  their  marches  through  the  street,  and 
in  all  their  preparations  to  become  defenders  of  their 
country's  life  and  integrity. 

In  1864  Mr.  Buflinton,  having  declined  a  re-nomi- 
nation for  Congress,  accepted  an  office  in  the  Internal 
Revenue  Department,  tendered  him  during  President 
Johnson's  administration. 

The  duties  of  this  oflice—general  treasury  agent- 
were  satisfactorily  performed  for  a  year  or  two,  when 
he  was  appointed  revenue  collector  for  the  First  Dis- 
trict of  Massachusetts,  which  office  he  held  until  after 
the  death  of  Mr.  Eliot,  his  successor  in  Congress,  in 
.Tune,  1770,  when  ho  was  again  elected  by  those  whom 
he  had  so  faithfully  served  in  previous  years  as  their 
representative  in  the  national  councils.  He  served 
two  terms,  and  was  re-elected  for  a  third,  when  death 
intervened.  Thus  was  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
useful  life,  the  last  few  weeks  in  distress  of  body,  yet 
to  the  last  with  the  same  alert  mind,  anxious  to  do 
his  whole  duty,  prompt  in  his  attendance  upon  each 
session  of  the  House,  and  finally  dying  with  the  har- 
ness on.  He  remained  in  his  seat,  against  the  wishes 
of  his  friends,  until  the  adjournment  of  Congress, 
when  he  came  home  to  die  in  .less  than  one  hour  af\er 
being  welcomed  by  his  beloved  domestic  circle,  Sab- 
bath morning,  March  6,  1874. 


His  funeral  obsequies  were  attended  by  a  large  con- 
course of  relatives  and  friends,  residents  of  this  and 
many  other  towns  in  the  State. 


CHARLB8   H.  DBAN. 

Charles  H.  Dean,  whose  portrait  accompanies  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Freetown,  Mass., 
Nov.  29,  1821,  and  died  at  his  residence  in  Fall 
River,  Mass.,  July  22, 1882.  He  was  seventh  in  de- 
scent from  Walter  Deane,  his  paternal  American 
ancestor,  and  ninth  in  regular  descent  from  Walter 
Deane,  who  lived  a  few  miles  from  Taunton,  England. 
This  first  Walter  Deane  had  several  children,  but 
only  one  son,  William  Deane.  Nothing  is  known 
of  Walter  Deane,  except  that  he  died  in  England,  in 
1591.  His  son  William  was  born  there,  and  died 
there.  He  died  in  1634.  He  had  nine  children, 
the  three  youngest  of  whom,  John,  Walter,  Mar- 
garet, we  know  came  to  America,  and  were  first 
at  Dorchester  in  1636  or  1637,  and  in  Taunton  in 
1637-38.  "Walter  Deane  married  Eleanor  Strong, 
and  had  six  children,  but  we  know  the  names  only 
Benjamin,  Ezra,  and  Joseph.  He  was  a  representa- 
tive to  the  General  Court  as  early  as  1640,  and  was  a 
selectman  in  Taunton  for  many  years,  and  with  his 
wife  was  living  as  late  as  1693."  (See  history  of 
pioneers  of  Taunton.) 

Benjamin  Deane,'  son  of  Walter  and  Eleanor 
(Strong)  Deane,  was  married  to  Sarah  Williams,  Jan. 
6, 1680  or  '81.  They  settled  in  Taunton,  Mass,  and  had 
children, — Naomi,  Hannah,  Israel  (born  Feb.  2, 1685), 
Mary,  Damaris,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Mehitable,  Benja- 
min (born  July  31,  1699),  Ebenezer  (born  Feb.  24, 
1702),  Lydia,  and  Josiah  (bom  Oct.  23,  1707).  His 
will  was  made  Feb.  2, 1723,  and  probated  April  14, 
1725. 

Ebenezer  Deane,  third  son  of  Benjamin  Deane, 
married  Rachel  Allen,  of  Rehoboth,  Jan.  19, 1709  or 
'10.  He  had  several  children,  among  whom  were 
Joshua  and  Ebenezer.  He  marched  with  his  son 
Joshua  in  defense  of  their  country  against  the  French 
and  Indians.  He  was  captain  of  a  company,  and 
served  with  distinction  in  that  war. 

Ebenezer  Dean,  Jr.,  son  of  Capt.  Ebenezer,  Sr., 
was  born  about  1730,  and  died  Jan.  5,  1819,  in  his 
ninetieth  year.  He  was  known  as  Deacon  Dean.  He 
married  Prudence,  daughter  of  John  King,  of  Rayn- 
ham.  She  died  March  10, 1787,  in  her  fifty-fifth  year. 
Their  children  were  ten  in  number,  of  whom  we  know 
of  Ebenezer,  Abiather,  Enos,  Levi,  and  Apollos. 

Mr.  Dean  reside<l  in  Taunton,  but  purchased  a  tract 
of  land  in  Freetown,  and  gave  to  his  sons  Levi  and 
Apolloa.  Gen.  Peirce,  of  Assonet,  says,  "There  wan 
a  small  house  on  the  farm  of  Levi  Dean,  which  was 


j       1  The  namo  waa  usually  written  witli  an  c  final,  but  for  seTemI  grner- 
I  atlons  post  many  have  dropped  the  e. 
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eaised  and  enlarged,"  but  many  new  bulldinga  liaiJ  to 
be  put  U|i  nnd  iitber  improvements  made. 

Levi  Deun,  aoii  of  Deacon  Ebeneier  and  Prudence 
(King)  Dean,  wiui  boniin  Tnuiiton,  Dec.  13, 1767,  and 
died  Nov.  1,  ISJO.  He  settled  in  Freetown  oa  a  farm 
given  to  liim  by  bis  futber,  and  tbo  farm  is  now  (18S3) 
in  tbe  family.  He  married  Itetaey  Dean  in  1792.  Blie 
was  born  Feb.  27, 1770,  and  died  Aug.  22,  I83C.  Tlieir 
children  were  King,  EliKa,  Qaina,  and  Prudence,  all 
born  in  Freetown,  Masx. 

King  Dean,  son  of  Levi,  was  born  in  Freetown, 
Sept.  24,  1795,  married  Betsey  Lawton,  Oct.  20,  1S17, 
and  bad  five  diildren, — Anna  H.,  Benjamin  D., 
Cbariea  H.  (Jeceuaed),  Goorga  W.,  nnd  James  0.  (de- 
ceased). 

Mr.  Dean  was  a  farmer  during  the  earlier  part  of 
hia  life  in  Freetown.  Aiiout  1830-33.  however,  be 
settled  witli  his  family  in  Fall  Uivcr,  wiiere  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  at  first,  then  he  worked  in  the 
packing  department  of  the  llobinsoii  Priut-Works  for 
many  years.  Finally  in  .1849  he  went  to  Califoruia, 
and  returned  via  tlie  Isthmus,  of  Panama,  at  which 
place  he  contracted  &  fevtr  from  the  elfecta  of  which 
he  (lied  at  New  Orleans,  Dec.  2G,  1850.  Mra.  King 
Dean  died  Jan.  30,  1872,  aged  seventy-four  ycara. 
The  lino  of  descent  from  Walter  Deane,  of  Knglaiid, 
to  Charles  H.  Dean,  the  subject  of  our  immediate 
sketch,  ban  been  Walter',  William',  Walter'  (the 
first  of  the  name  of  tliia  line  in  Americft).  Benjamin', 
Ebenezer*,  Ebeneier",  Levi',  King",  and  Charlea  H." 

"  Charles  H.  Dean  came  to  Fall  River  very  young, 
and  became  interested  iu  the  dry-goods  busineaa,  and 
started  for  himself  iu  1847,  which  he  continued  until 
bis  death.  As  a  merchant  he  was  generally  liked. 
In  bis  business  ho  was  strictly  honorable  to  every  one, 
being  no  rcsi>ecter  of  persona;  the  rich  and  jioor  were 
used  alike.  He  was  always  the  courteous  gentleman 
that  won  tbe  respect  and  admiration  of  all.  He  was 
a  thoroughly  (Jbristian  man,  and  a  working  member  of 
the  Fint  Baptist  Church  in  this  city.  Hia  kind  words 
and  counsels  were  often  heard  in  the  way  of  doing 
good  to  hia  fellows,  no  matter  in  what  station  in  life. 
He  was  liberal  to  the  worthy  poor,  and  yet  he  always 
had  enough  and  to  spare.  Mr.  Dean  was  largely  in- 
terested in  manufactures,  being  a  alockholder  and  di- 
rector in  several  of  the  entton-mills  of  Fall  Itivur, 
among  which  we  may  mention  the  King  Philip,  Mer- 
chant, Osborn,  and  Wectamoo  MHIm.  He  look  a 
considerable  intereat  in  the  municipal  ullairs  of  the 
city,  and  was  a  director  in  (he  Qlobe  Railroad  Com- 
pany. He  waa  a  man  of  large  and  broad  views  on  all 
things  that  pertained  to  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity, and  being  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  Intel- 
lect, he  was  the  better  able  to  deal  with  tbe  great, 
important  questions  of  the  day  in  a  most  intelligent 
and  satisfactory  way.  Politically  he  was  a  Republican, 
but  he  did  not  seek  political  honors,  but  preferred  to 
attend  to  his  legitimate  business. 

"  Mr.  Dean  possessed  qualities  of  head  and  heart 


which  endeared  him  to  all,  and  if  in  dully  life  lie  was 
nuustentatioUB  and  quiet,  ho  was  always  as  gonial  and 
pleasant,  and  in  this  way  not  only  won  the  respect 
but  secured  the  friendship  of  all  whose  fricndHliip 
was  worth  having,  lie  was,  loo,  a  man  of  relined 
and  generous  aympathiea,  and  these  found  oxprussion 
in  kind,cheurful  words  where  cheer  and  eumfort  were 
most  needed.  He  was  a  gentleman  by  nature  and 
social  intercourse,  and  a  Christian  from  unnvletioiis. 
Goodness  of  heart  was  as  natural  to  him  as  song  to 
the  bird  or  sweetness  to  the  flower." 

He  was  one  of  the  beat  of  husbands  and  fathers, 
and  it  was  in  his  home  life  that  he  appeared  to  the 
best  advantage.  Mr.  Dean  was  a  man  who  will  long 
be  remembered  for  his  many  nameless  ucla  of  kind- 
ness to  those  who  needed  them.  He  will  be  remem- 
bered for  his  general  courleousness  of  manners  and 
for  hia  many  virtues.  Truly  a  goud  man  hai  gone 
home  to  rest. 

Oct.  19,  1847,  bo  married  T.A>nisa  M.,  daughter  of 
David  and  Louisa  (Chase)  Peirce,  of  Somerset,  Mass. 
She  was  born  in  Somerset,  Jan.  26,  1824,  and  died 
April  9,  1877. 

Their  only  child,  Mary  L..  married,  Sept.  3,  1873, 
George  H.  Davol,  of  Fall  liiver,  and  has  three  chil- 
dren,—Stephen  B.,  lA>uisa  D.,  and  Ohurlea  1). 


CHAPTER    XXX. 

KAtiTON.' 

TiiK  town  of  Eikston  is  sitna(«d  in  the  northeast 
corner  of  itrislol  County.  It  is  hounded  on  the  north 
by  Utougblon  and  Sharon,  on  the  east  by  llroekton 
and  West  Ilrldgewatcr,  on  the  south  by  Itayuhani, 
Taunton,  and  Norton,  and  on  the  west  by  Norton 
and,  MausAeld.  It  derived  its  name  from  its  location 
with  reference  to  the  town  of  Norton,  of  which  it 
originally  formed  a  part ;  it  w;u  the  East  Frocinel  of 
that  town,  and  became  the  East  Town,  or  Easton,  lis 
area  ia  twenty-uiiie  square  niiica,  or,  more  precisely, 
eighteen  Ihuusand  five  hundred  and  oiglily-four 
square  acres,  ul*  which  throe  hundred  And  seventy 
acres  are  water.  The  Underlying  geological  fonna- 
tlon  is  in  the  northerly  half  sienitu,  and  iu  tho 
soulheru  half  a  conglomerate  aomelinies  called  gniy- 
wacke.  There  are  a  number  of  acres,  perhaps  two 
or  three  hundred,  in  which  bug-iron  ore  is  found, 
and  where  it  has  been  dug  with  profit.  Tbe  surface 
of  Easton  is  quite  level,  the  north  part  of  the  town 
having,  however,  a  pleasant  variety  of  elevation. 
Considerable  awamp-land  exists,  especially  iu  tho 
southern  portion,  where  is  located  what  ia  known  as 
the  Great  Cedar  Swamp.    There  are  some  ponds 

>  Dj  ll*r,  Wlllliw  L.  Olwma. 
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